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  If we hadn’t become soldiers, all might have gone back as it was before.   

                  - Thomas Long, Civil War soldier 

Watching From the Curb
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

From Montgomery to Selma to Black Lives Matter, Black Americans bled 
for the right to protest and the right to vote. Now the protests are increasingly 
white, and the ballot is increasingly abandoned by the very community that 
made both possible.

Look at the crowds — the ICE-out demonstrations, the No Kings rallies, 
the packed cafeteria hearings over data centers spreading across Ohio — 
others are marching under the banner Black people bled to raise while a 
quarter of Black voters are watching from the curb.

That observation carries a question inside it — and in Ohio, with Novem-
ber 3 under 75 days away, the question demands an answer.

Kicked to the Curb — or Watching From It?

Is Black disengagement a current strategy or a symptom? 

Some would say Black voters — exhausted by decades of doing the heavy 
lifting and delivering margins for parties that under-delivered in return — 
are consciously recalibrating. Not marching doesn’t mean not engaged. 

Black Voters Matter is organizing around exactly that distinction. They are 
in communities right now — not waiting for October — on the theory that 
you cannot turn out voters you never talked to. Disengagement without that 
kind of intentional organizing, though, is not a strategy. It is an absence.

Here’s the real, though. Black voters didn’t just step back to the curb. The 
Black community was kicked there. Many feel that they got played — by 
decades of margins delivered and promises deferred, by a political system 
that showed up at our churches and barber shops every four years, collected 
the vote, and then left. 

What looks like a strategic pause may be the accumulated weight of being 
taken for granted. The question is what happens next.

A quarter of Black voters are telling Pew Research they are undecided 
or open to someone else. One in four Black men in key battleground states 
remain uncertain or unlikely to vote at all. Only 15 percent of Black youth 
voted in the last midterm. That is not leverage being withheld. That is the 
margin being surrendered — quietly, without negotiation, to whoever shows 
up. 

Community Calendar
August 29
Sacred Steel Music & History Museum: In honor of Bishop Maurice “Ted” 
Beard; Museum tour start at 2 pm; Sacred Steel Concert at 2 pm

August 30
Kalvin Hughes and Marabi Band: Free concert; Riverside Barbecue Restau-
rant; 5 to 8 pm

September 12
Shop Till You Drop: Solomon Temple MBC; 10 am to 6 pm; Great deals, food, 
hidden treasures and more: Call 419-514-0203 or 419-699-0396

September 15
Toledo NAACP Nominating Committee Elections; 5:00 pm; 3450 W Central 
Ave, Suite 374.

October 20 
Toledo NAACP report of the Nominating Committee and election of the Su-
pervisory Committee; 5:00 pm; 3450 W. Central Ave, Suite 374

November 17 

Executive Committee will be administered using our election voting
platform.  Voting from  3 pm to 7 pm.

Kim Hall, a white 59-year-old in North Ridgeville, Ohio, voted for Harris 
in 2024 after years of supporting Trump and now tells the New York Times 
she is likely to give up on voting entirely. “I don’t like anybody,” she said. 
That sentiment lives in Black Toledo too. The difference is that her commu-
nity did not build the movement now passing them by.

The Margin Belongs to Someone

Ohio is in a dead heat on every front that matters — a governor’s race, a 
Senate contest, enough congressional seats to swing House control, all in 
play, all tied. Sherrod Brown is running ads calling his opponent “the face 
of data centers in Ohio.” Amy Acton and Vivek Ramaswamy are at 46-45. 
Black voters in Cuyahoga, Franklin and Lucas counties hold the margin in 
every one of those races. 

In Lorain County, a software engineer whose job was just eliminated is 

billionaires.” In Millersport, a Democratic candidate with a Pride pin and a 
veteran with an Infowars logo stood side by side against a data center. The 
coalition is broad and activated. The margin is going somewhere.

Disengagement is not neutral. Staying on the sidelines has consequences. 
Who controls the House and Senate in January determines whether Toledo’s 

the bleeding slows and the wounds from the funding cuts heal. These are 
not abstractions. They are daily life in Toledo—and whoever shows up will 
decide them.

AltBlackNews put it like this recently: disengagement is not empower-
ment—staying home doesn’t withhold leverage; it surrenders it. A quarter 
of Black voters checking out is not a negotiating posture. It is a gift to the 
people who have been counting on Black voters to stay home. 

Black America built the march. Not everybody can march. Not everybody 
should have to. Others can and, frankly, should. 

Toledo’s Black community has something more precise available. The bal-
lot. Use it. November 3.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org
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Black Naval Hero? That’s Wokeism!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Well, for all of you present day 
Black Republicans (an anachro-
nism?) you must be shouting for 
joy that the Navy, under the rac-
ist auspices of Pete Hegseth who 
disdains anything that remotely 
smacks of Black Americans being 
seen as authentic Americans, is up 
to his old tricks.

This time, Petey, behind the 
scenes, is testing the waters of not 
naming an aircraft carrier after the 
naval hero, Doris (Dorie) Miller, 
whose heroic actions at Pearl Har-
bor brought him the honor of be-

awarded the Naval Cross for brav-
ery.

If you do not know the name, Google it. A movie, starring Cuba Gooding 
Jr., was made about his heroic struggle against racism in the 1940’s where 
Black men served as mess servants and janitors on naval ships.

Just so happens that smothering racism did not drown out his spirit of 
being, “all he could be” while serving in subservient roles.

-

rushed to the desk and manned a battle station gun system and shot down 
a marauding Japanese plane.

Risking his own life for others, Doris Miller took his oath of service 

against the invading planes.

No one told him to…no one ordered him to…Doris Miller, with a sense 
of patriotism; with pride in his uniform and country, saw the urgent need 
and answered the call.

When the dust settled and the Navy and then the public heard and saw 
what this Black man did, the sentiment against Blacks serving in the Navy 
suddenly turned in their favor. 

Of course, it was not until Truman signed the executive order in1948 that 
the armed forces were desegregated, but Doris Miller’s unhesitating com-
mitment to the battle was a hot plate against the rabid racists of his day who 

Now Petey Hegseth wants to excise that important history from the an-
nals of American combat history by suggesting, out loud, that the aircraft 
carrier should be possibly named for a 34-times convicted felon, an ad-
judged sexual abuser and a man who repeatedly lies about the results of the 
2020 Election and every other matter.

dodger due to “bone spurs” in his feet, has pined for a ship to be named 
after him and do you think that at his age of 80, he would defer to the ship 
being named after a real war hero?

Answer: do chickens have lips?...do snakes have hips?

administration when Doris Miller’s name was the accepted for the new 
battleship aircraft carrier…but fast forward to the present.

Trump, who even has visions of being on Mount Rushmore, and is now 
engaged in a series of building projects that have or will bear his name (if 
not stopped) has not said no to his name being swapped in for Doris Miller.

What an effrontery to the memory of Doris Miller and his living family 
members to see racism being allowed to dictate the course of past Black 
History.

But…this is what those who decry D.E.I. and “wokeism” want all along 
and that is to kneecap any historical record that places front and center the 
accomplishments and exploits of people of color.

Petey Hegseth, the former Fox News commentator and who plays a sol-
dier on television, is intent on erasing all of the Black history he can from 

If you want to protest this outrageous act of historical regression, you can 

Room 4D652, Washington, D.C. 20350.

Let them know that you stand with Dorie Miller being honored with his 
name on that aircraft carrier.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at lafe5x@gmail.comLetter to the Editor

Who thought of the idea of having preschool graduation ceremonies? No 
parent should worry about caps and gowns for their child at such an early 
age, or arguing over a seat at the event. What happened at Queen Apostle 

too much, too soon. Graduation should be a special time for high school and 

understand what it is all about.

Going to school was a wonderful time, especially high school. The most 
exciting time was walking across the stage receiving my high school di-
ploma. I received my diploma with immense pride and joy, reaching a ma-

children, don’t rob them of this special moment by giving the experience of 
graduation too soon.

Cora Louise Jones
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Rev. Charles Reginald Johnson

Washington Can Protect Renters Without
Making the Housing Crisis Worse
By Rev. Charles Reginald Johnson

Guest Column

Washington’s housing afford-
ability crisis is real, and Black 
families are among those pay-
ing the highest price.

Across our state, rising rents 
have made it harder for work-
ing families to save for a home, 
build wealth, and remain in the 
communities they’ve called 
home for generations. When 
policymakers look for ways to 
address those challenges, they 
deserve commendation. 

available to the public. Governments have every reason to scrutinize that 
practice. Consumers deserve competitive markets. Private information-
sharing, which leads to collusion and higher prices, is anything but com-
petitive. But lawmakers should make sure their ban doesn’t extend to pub-
licly available information, as some measures, like Bellingham Initiative 

Apartment listings, advertised rents, neighborhood vacancy rates, census 
data, construction trends, and local market conditions are available to ev-
eryone. They are used not only by landlords, but also by developers decid-
ing whether to build new housing, lenders evaluating projects, affordable 
housing organizations, researchers, and local governments themselves. As 
such, banning the use of this data could end up hurting the very people it’s 
intended to help.

Treating public information as though it were part of an anticompetitive 
conspiracy doesn’t solve the housing shortage. If anything, it risks making 
it worse. This is because, if affordable housing developers have less data, 

to fewer units constructed. Fewer units mean higher prices for the ones 
that are currently standing (because prospective residents begin to bid each 
other up).

At the same time, corporate landlords that are secretly sharing private 
competitor information that no one else should see must be stopped — and 
soon. This inexcusable collusion is doing serious damage to the cause of 

action against it.

But while this is a step in the right direction, the truth is that Washington 
doesn’t have a rent algorithm problem nearly as much as it has a housing 
supply problem. For years, our state has failed to build enough homes to 
keep pace with demand. The result has been higher rents, fewer vacan-

Those pressures fall especially hard on Black communities.

-
cant progress in getting more affordable units online. As former Washing-
ton State Senator Kevin Van De Wege recently put it, “Washington law-
makers have actually been leading on this. Last year, the legislature passed 
HB 1217, capping annual rent increases statewide and giving tenants new 
protections against junk fees and short notice.

In 2023, it passed HB 1110, legalizing duplexes, triplexes and four-plex-
es in neighborhoods that used to allow only single-family homes — a real, 
supply-side answer to a supply-side crisis. Both were the right calls, and 
both deserve to be built on, not overshadowed.”

This progress matters because every year that housing remains scarce 
is another year that many families are forced to delay building equity and 
passing wealth on to the next generation.

The families struggling most with housing costs need more homes, more 
choices, and more opportunities to build wealth. Let’s protect competition 
and renters. But let’s also protect the public market information that helps 
make new housing possible. Washington can do both at the same time.

 
Rev. Charles Reginald Johnson is Senior Pastor, Mt. Zion Baptist Church
Seattle, Washington. The church was established in 1890, shortly after 

-
munity in Seattle. He is also a member of the Southern Christian Leader-

Only about 36% of Black families own homes in Washington, compared 
to 67% of White families. Black renters spend more of their income on 
housing. than White renters do Every year that new homes are not built 
is another year that these families fall further behind building wealth and 
security for their children.

As cities like Bellingham, as well as lawmakers around the state, con-
sider restrictions on algorithmic rent-pricing software, they should resist 
the temptation to ban every use of housing data. Instead, they should fol-
low the lead of jurisdictions like Rockville, Maryland, and Berkeley, Cali-
fornia, which have drawn an important distinction between public infor-
mation and nonpublic competitor data. For protecting affordable housing 
across our state, that difference means a lot.
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

Commissioner Pete Gerken explains Flock cameras issues

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
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... continued on page 12

State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson with hosts Joel 
Obrecht and Teresa Fedor

State Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson’s Third 
Annual All-White Party 
By Dawn Scotland 
The Truth Reporter

State Senator Paula 
Hicks-Hudon’s third 
annual all-white party 
was held Saturday, Au-
gust 9th by hosts Teresa 
Fedor and Joel Obrecht 
in their home in Bowl-
ing Green, Ohio. The 
party featured food, 
drinks, live music and 
a beautiful view over-
looking Maumee River. 

Community leaders, 
educators, union work-
ers, public servants, 
friends and family sup-
ported the Senator’s 
annual fundraiser. Mu-
sician Calvin Hughes 
provided live music on 
keyboard.

Hicks-Hudson has 
proudly served the 11th 
District of Ohio since 

her election in 2022. 
During her time in of-

represented the people 
of northwest Ohio with 
initiatives ranging from 
urban farming to mater-
nal health.  The sena-
tor is up for reelection 
this November against 
Republican nominee 
James Nowak and Lib-
ertarian Kenneth Sharp. 

“What I have really 
appreciated, as she has 
been Senator, is that she 
has been truly listen-
ing to her constituents, 
and not just listening, 
but hearing what they 
want,” stated former 
Ohio Senator Teresa 
Fedor. “And she’s not 
doing what she wants to 
do for them. She’s do-
ing what they want her 
to do. And that’s really 
a public servant.”

She continued, “…
And in today’s gov-
ernment, and in our 
country, you don’t have 
people doing things for 
people. Like universal 
healthcare, like uni-
versal preschool, like 
putting money in your 
pocket, not taking it 
out,” said Fedor.

“While everyone is 
focusing on the nation-
al news and what’s hap-
pening in Washington, 
the things that we do 
at the state affect you 
more so than at the fed-
eral government,” re-
marked Hicks-Hudson.  

“Issues of SNAP ben-

and healthcare - those 
are administered at the 
state level, and what the 
majority are doing is 
making sure it’s harder 
and harder for average 
people to be able to live 
and exist,” she said. 
“So that’s why I’m run-
ning for reelection to 
be that voice for north-
west Ohio. Because in 
Columbus, we don’t 
count. They don’t think 
we matter.”

The senator empha-
sized the importance 

Ardenia Jones Terry and Brenda Hill

Family of Paula Hicks-Hudson

Guests enjoy food at the All White Party

Gerry Freeman and Deborah Barnett

Family of Paula Hicks-Hudson

Calvin Hughes on keyboard
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...continued on page 10

For Tracee Ellis, M.Ed, 

A Global Education Without a Passport

Then the Numbers Changed

When the World Comes to Toledo, the Door 
Matters
By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

ACES Students and leadership in 2024

Tracee Ellis, regional director of ACES 
program
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Toledo Faith Leaders Sign Covenant in Support 
of Education and Central State University
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

Education matters. Higher education matters and higher education within the 
halls of our HBCUs matters a great deal to the Black community.

Local faith leaders came together on Thursday, August 20, at the Historic 
Third Baptist Church to sign a Covenant Supporting Excellence in Educa-

Ohio’s only public historically Black college or university – Central State Uni-
versity – and the critical importance that particular institution has had for the 
local community over the decades.

-

The faith leaders covenant creates a path forward for continued collaboration 
-

nity institutions and Central State University to support students and to help 

This past academic year, CSU cut 16 faculty positions in order to comply 
with Advance Ohio Education Act requiring public universities to eliminate 

– the majority of the cuts were in the humanities department. 
Those reductions followed a cut of 33 staff positions and seven faculty jobs 

Seated (l-r): Dr. Warren Marshall, DDS; Pastor 
Charles Jones; Bishop Robert A. Culp; Min. Pamela 

Y. Knox; Bishop James M. Williams, Sr; Bishop 
Marjorie Holt. Standing (l-r)” Rev. John C. Jones; 

Pastor Clifton R. Kilpatrick; Bishop Robert S. Davis; 
Pastor John Walthall; Robert Smith; Trustee Ronald 
Rice; Pastor Williams C. Foster, Sr; Bishop Randall 

Parker, III

CHALLENGES, OPPORTUNITIES, AND EFFECTIVE 
STRATEGIES FOR WORKING CROSS-CULTURALLY 

TO IMPROVE BOTTOM-LINE PERFORMANCE

October 30, 2026
8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Hilton Garden Inn, Perrysburg, OH

Keynote Speaker:

Dr. Tim Elmore
Founder

Growing Leaders

Panel & Discussion Topics:
Why Generational Values and Their Differences Matter More Than Ever 

What Leaders Can do TODAY to Create Harmony

Who 
should 
attend:

HR
Leaders

Corporate 
Managers / 
Team Leads

Nonprofit & 
Government

Understanding Generational Communication Styles 

Real Strategies for Improved Bottom-Line Performance 

Networking Opportunities

and more!

Administrators 

Labor Leaders

Belonging & 
Engagement Officers

Multi-Generational 
Workplace Teams

Presented By:

Dr. Willie McKether
Employee Engagement 

Professionals

Senior-Level & Emerging 
Professionals

Business Owners & 
Community Partners

generationaldifferencesconference.com

Pay by CC or ACH:
gdwc.square.site

American Legacy Project, along with Third Baptist Church, Toledo Public 
Schools, Owens Community College, HOPE Toledo and UMADAOP of Lu-
cas County.

“By signing this covenant we are demonstrating our commitment to educa-
tion, opportunity, leadership and the future of our youth,” said Ronald Rice, 
chair of the Third Baptist Church Board of Trustees.

Before the covenant was signed, attendees heard from several faith leaders, 
including Rev. John Jones, executive director of HOPE Toledo, and a graduate 
of Central State University. Jones graduated 30 years ago form CSU and, keep-

Central State “is near and dear to our hearts,” he told his audience. 
“Our community used to have a very strong pipeline to Central State,” he 

continued. “We are going to rebuild that pipeline.”
Noting that CSU is “in many ways under attack,” due to the nation’s “cur-

rent leadership that has decided that HBCUs are not critical,” Jones stated that 
indeed “HBCus are the most critical educational aspect of our community.”

Jones asked the attendees to consider doing two important things in the fu-

get them here on the 26th.”
Second, “you tell every single soul that Central State University is alive and 

getting better.”
The covenant signers included: Dr. Warren Marshall, DDS, Junior Warden, 

All Saints Episcopal; Pastor Charles Jones, Christian Temple Baptist Church; 
Bishop A. Culp, Pastor Emeritus First Church of God; Min. Pamela Y. Knox, 
Third Baptist Church; Bishop James M. Williams, Sr., End Time Christian 
Fellowship; Bishop Marjorie Holt, Bethesda Christian Center; Rev. John C. 
Jones, Christian Temple Baptist Church; Pastor Clifton R. Kilpatrick, Warren 
AME; Bishop Robert S. Davis, First Church of God; Pastor John Walthall, 
Mt. Ararat MBC; Trustee Ronald Rice, Third Baptist Chairman of the Trustee 

-

Robert Smith

Rev. John Jones

The Faith Covenant

Higher Education.
The covenant initia-

primarily by Robert 
Smith and the African 
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Keynote Speaker Joseph Cody and 
First Lady Annette Cody Min. Shirley Duncan

Superintendent Dan Cunningham 
and First Lady Cunningham

Trinity Faith Tabernacle Elder Smith 
and Pastor Patricia Smith

...continued on page 12

Power House Tabernacle Celebrates 50th 
Anniversary
The Truth Staff

The congregation of Poer House Tabernacle gathered for a 50th Anniver-
sary Banquet on Sunday, August 16, to honor the past, to celebrate the pres-
ent and to believe for the future. The special event was also an occasion to 
honor the legacy of Bishop William Nelson Clark.

Power House Tabernacle began in July 1976 when then-Pastor Clark was 

Sherman, Pastor Clark began having prayer in the building on Moorish Av-
enue. Services began in September of that year.

at the age of 14 in the Mt. Calvary FBH Church in Cincinnati. He later at-
tended the Cincinnati Baptist Bible College & Seminary, then the Temple 

Bro. Dennis Smith; Min. Sandra Holmes; Bro. Hubert Johnson; Min. Shirley 
Duncan; Sis Geneva Duncan; Davida Jackson

Page 9August 26, 2026



The Door Matters... continued from page 7

ACES Students honored by Toledo City Council in 2024 - photo courtesy Amy Voigt

students.
Following the Federal Dollars
Ellis says the Trump administration cut 

$100 million from the State Department bud-
get affecting the program.

Federal budget documents show substan-
tial proposed reductions to State Department 
international exchange funding. NAFSA re-
ported that the administration’s FY2026 bud-
get proposal sought a 93 percent, or $691 These policies do not, by themselves, explain ACES’ local numbers.

They do show why the environment surrounding international exchange is 
changing.

And Ellis is watching those changes from the ground.
The Families Who Open the Door
For Ellis, the statistics eventually lead back to people.
Host families volunteer to house students for an entire school year. They 

are not paid, although students receive stipends for personal expenses and 
the program provides support.

Some families host once.
Others keep doing it.
Ellis knows one family that hosted for 10 consecutive years. Her own sister 

hosted approximately 11 students while raising her sons.
“This is not one-sided,” Ellis believes. “This is something that happens for 

both Americans and international students.”
That is one reason Ellis wants to increase participation among Black families.
She spent roughly a decade as the only African American person in her 

organization nationally, she points out. Tracee also believes communities of 
color should have more exposure to international exchange, both as hosts 
and participants.

Additionally, her work has expanded beyond traditional exchanges to in-
clude virtual international visits.

Through virtual tours led by former exchange students, Toledo families 
and students can visit homes, neighborhoods and communities in countries 
such as Egypt and Mozambique, seeing the world through the cross-cultural 
eyes of someone sitting beside them in a local classroom.

A passport is not always necessary to begin seeing the world differently.
Sometimes, the world comes to your classroom.
One Student Is Still Waiting
When Ellis and I spoke, eight international students were already in Toledo.
One young woman was still waiting for a host family.
Ellis says students can spend six to eight months completing the applica-

tion and acceptance process. Under the previous system, an accepted student 
without a host family could sometimes be deferred to the following year.

That option is now gone, she explains.
“She’s the only one left,” Ellis says. “I’m really hoping that a family comes 

forward to host this young lady and give her the opportunity.”
That sentence puts a human face on a policy debate.
There is a young person who has already done the work.
She applied.

She waited.

Ellis believes what happens next matters far beyond one student.
“These young people are going to have to compete globally in their ca-

reers,” she adds. “So we have to work harder at exposing our children to the 
world.”

The federal changes deserve scrutiny. Funding should be followed. Pro-
-

sured against what communities are experiencing.
But the reason Tracee Ellis keeps doing this work is not complicated.
“Just to try it, to be a part of it in some way or another,” she says, “really 

enhances, not just your learning, but your life.”
A teenager crosses a border expecting to learn about America.
A family opens its door.
A classroom gets a little bigger.
And suddenly, the world is not somewhere far away.
It is sitting right here in Toledo.
Interested in learning more about student exchange opportunities? Ex-

plore ACES, the American Cultural Exchange Service, and FLEX, the U.S. 
Department of State’s Future Leaders Exchange program, to discover oppor-
tunities for students, families and communities to connect across cultures.

million, reduction in State Department exchange-program funding. NAFSA: 
FY2026 Funding for International Education and Exchange Programs

But there is another piece of the record.
The federal government also issued a FY2026 funding opportunity for 

FLEX Global, with up to $35 million in anticipated funding and a goal of 
supporting exchange involving as many as 1,200 foreign students coming to 
the United States. FY2026 FLEX Global Federal Funding Opportunity

So the evidence does not show that the federal government simply ended 
international student exchange.

It shows a more complicated picture.
Some programs have faced reductions while others continue to receive 

federal support.
Whether those changes are driven primarily by budget priorities, foreign-

policy strategy, administrative decisions or other factors is a question that 
deserves documentation from the federal government.

That distinction matters.
-

ing what Toledo is experiencing.
Another Barrier: Getting Here
Funding is not the only change.
In May 2025, the Trump administration temporarily paused scheduling 

new student and exchange visitor visa appointments while the State Depart-
ment prepared expanded social-media screening. Appointments later re-
sumed with additional vetting. Reuters: Student and Exchange Visitor Visa 
Appointment Pause

A separate DHS rule scheduled for September 2026 would establish maxi-
mum periods for certain F, J and I visa holders, with J exchange visitors 
generally facing a four-year maximum. The rule has faced legal challenges. 
Reuters: Challenge to New Visa Duration Rule

Tracee Ellis
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... continued on page 12

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

How to Protect Your Small Business and Your 
Family’s Income
Special to The Truth

For many small business owners, contractors, 
and freelancers, owning a business is a reward-

-
ity, control and opportunity to build towards their 

connected.
New research from Simply Business shows that 

-
ployees, 87 percent of owners continue to rely on 
personal funds to sustain operations. This under-
scores a simple reality: When you work for your-
self, protecting your business often means protect-

day-to-day stability.
“The smartest business decisions are not just 

about risk management. They are about peace of 
mind,” says Jeff Wright, vice president of Insur-
ance Product at Simply Business. “By keeping 
your business funds safe, you protect the personal 
livelihood you and your family rely on.”

Here are practical ways small business owners 
can transform uncertainty into a foundation for 

is about fully owning the value of your work. 

Choose a str
hourly rates for smaller tasks, project-based fees 
or retainers for steady work, and value-based pric-
ing for the real-world impact you deliver. Protect 
your revenue by using clear pricing, building in a 

-

in the project.
Build a short-term buffer. With nearly half of 

surveyed owners reporting to have gone without 
income for at least a month, many business own-

-
serve; even a modest cushion allows you to con-

or seasonal slowdown.
Match coverage to your work. Insurance helps 

General liability insurance can help cover costs 
tied to third-party bodily injury or property dam-

combines general liability with commercial prop-
erty coverage and sometimes also business inter-
ruption coverage to help replace lost income af-

risks and buy policies that address them to close 
the gaps in your safety net without paying for un-

Shop for coverage before you need it. Proactive 
shopping allows you to compare the value of differ-
ent policies rather than making a rushed decision 
under pressure. Not sure where to start? “I leaned 
on peers and mentors who were already where I 
wanted to be,” says Gianni Spradley, founder of 
Fifteen East Media Group. “They helped me see 

-
-

guard my company and its trajectory.” You can 
also use a digital insurance platform like Simply 
Business to look for the right coverage, compare 
tailored quotes from top providers, choose the best 

your own ideas is essential, true safety means 
looking toward smart capitalization to fuel your 

says Karen McDougald, founder of Tangaza Bath 

small business loans and grants.” In fact, the Sim-
ply Business survey found that small business 

valuable factor for securing long-term growth.
By taking practical, proactive steps to secure 

you can safeguard your business and ensure it 
continues to thrive.

Courtesy StatePoint

Swayne Field Pop Up and 
Produce Market
Service are partnering to launch the Swayne Field 
Pop-Up Produce Market, a pilot program designed 
to increase access to affordable, nutritious food for 
residents at the Swayne Field redevelopment site.

The market will launch on September 4 and 5 
and will operate every Saturday following from 
10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. through Oct. 24 at the cor-

** Full Schedule
--------------------------------------------------------
* September 4 (3–8 PM) – Grand Opening, Day 1

-
ing, Day 2

Festival Collaboration & Pop-Up Market

Community Market

Community Market

Community Market

* O -
munity Market

-
munity Market

-
munity Market

-
vest & Program Finale

Residents will also be able to purchase a variety 
of fresh produce at the weekly market, including 
seasonal Ohio- and Michigan-grown products, 
herbs, leafy greens, tomatoes, apples, berries, 

-
tional grocery staples may be added based on cus-
tomer demand.

“The Swayne Field Pop-Up Produce Market will 
give residents in a food desert greater access to af-
fordable, nutritious food in a welcoming setting 
close to home,” Rosalyn Clemens, chief of hous-
ing and neighborhood sustainability, said. “This is 
the revitalization work we want to be doing in our 



State Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson...continued from page 6

Pastor Sharon Smith of 
Cleveland, OH

of voting in this election and every 
election. “If your vote didn’t matter, 
there wouldn’t be all these things to 
make it harder to work for. People 
have to vote. It’s critical,” she stated.

Remarks were given by Teresa 

with the U.S. Department of Agri-
culture) and Senator Paula Hicks-
Hudosn. The event was sponsored 
by Ohio State Democrats.

To learn more about Senator Hicks-Hudson and her reelection campaign 
visit: PaulaHicksHudson.com.

 

Bible & Seminary re-
ceiving his Bachelors of 
Arts degree in 1972. He 
came to Toledo the next 
year and became pastor 
of the Mt. Pleasant FBH 
Church and in 1976 
founded Power House 
Tabernacle. He has led 
the congregation to their 
present location at 1228 
Campbell.

The Sunday celebra-

Power House Tabernacle...continued from page 9

tion banquet with Invocation and Blessing of the Meal by Pastor Stella John-
son, followed by a Scripture Reading of Psalm127:1, then a welcome by Min. 
Sharon Waters.

On open mic was offered to any attendee; a musical tribute was followed by 
the church history presented by Min. Shirley Duncan.

The evening’s keynote speaker was Joseph A. Cody, PhD of the Kingom 
Builders Worldwide Network of Charlotte, NC

and benediction from the Presiding Bishop of Pentecostal Christian Church-
es, Bishop Stephen Gulley.

Pastor Stella Johnson

access to the resources they need to be healthy and well.”
The pilot program is part of a broader effort to increase access to afford-

able, nutritious food, support local and regional growers, strengthen neigh-
borhood connections and activate the Swayne Field redevelopment site.

Al Peake & Sons, a Toledo-based food distributor with more than 75 years 
of experience, will oversee market operations, including produce sourcing, 

“The goal is to make fresh food more accessible while creating a welcom-
ing space for residents to gather and shop close to home,” Philip Peake, 
president of AL Peake & Sons Food Service, said.

Swayne Field Pop Up...continued from page 11

Celebrate Library Card Sign-Up Month with the 
Toledo Library
Discover the resources, services and opportunities available with a Toledo Library card
Special to The Truth

This September, the Toledo Lucas County Public Library invites Lucas 
County residents to celebrate Library Card Sign-Up Month and discover all 
the resources and opportunities available with a library card.

“With a Toledo Library card, customers get access to so much more than 
books,” said Jason Kucsma, Toledo Library executive director. “From free 
classes and homework help to streaming media, job resources, technology and 
spaces to meet and study, a library card connects people with resources that 
can support them at every stage of life.”

Library Card Sign-Up Month is also a reminder that the library is for every-
one, no matter your age, background or goals. Whether it is helping children 
learn to read, supporting students in the classroom, connecting adults with 

information and opportunities or providing a place to learn and connect with 
others, the Toledo Library offers resources designed to meet the needs of the 
community. At the end of 2025, the Toledo Library had more than 290,000 
cardholders.

“One of the Toledo Library’s strategic priorities is to ensure that 90 percent 
of Lucas County residents have a library card,” Kucsma added. “Library Card 
Sign-Up Month gives us an opportunity to celebrate the many ways library 
cards connect people to information, inspiration and community while con-
tinuing to make progress toward that goal.”

The Toledo Library offers both physical and digital library cards.

Ohio residents can apply for a physical library card at any Toledo Library 
location. Applicants should bring a photo ID and proof of address, such as a 
driver’s license or utility bill. The photo ID does not need to show the appli-
cant’s current address. Library staff will process the application, and custom-
ers can leave with their new library card.

Customers who do not have proof of address or photo ID, or who are not 
Ohio residents, can call the Toledo Library at 419-259-5200 to learn about 
other options.
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Every Inch a Lady: My Amazing Journey from Dear 
Harlem to Haute Couture & Beyond by Audrey 
Smaltz with Alina Mitchell, foreword by Michael Kors
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

c. 2026
Amistad
$27.99

256 pages

Snaps, zippers, buttons, ties.
Toss that garment on, pull it up, wrap it around, 

you know what you like and how to wear it. The 
color is perfect for your skin tone, the fabric en-
hances your form. Yep, you always look your best 
and, as in the new book Every Inch a Lady by Au-
drey Smaltz (with Alina Mitchell), that best is fabulous.

”Born, bred, toasted, buttered, jellied, and honeyed in Harlem” in 1937, Au-

Every Inch a Lady author

took her to Chicago where she ultimately 
landed a position that sent her to work in 

Working at Ebony was a career-chang-
er, in a way. Smaltz was able to travel the 
world and learn more about fashion, but 
she didn’t exactly get along with her boss. 

Finally, seizing an opportunity, Smaltz 
decided to launch her own company, Au-
drey Smaltz, Inc., a “fashion production 
business,” but she couldn’t get any design-
ers to take a chance on her. Undaunted, she 
reorganized, re-branded, hit the streets and 

one client, which led to many others.
Through it all, her personal life was a whirlwind. She dated “more men 

of a woman,” at a leadership course…
There’s an old saying that writers need to add lots of “color” into their sto-

ries. Read a little of Every Inch a Lady, and you’ll notice immediately that 
author Audrey Smaltz (with Alina Mitchell) quite literally takes that to heart 
by mentioning nearly every color of the spectrum here. Hmm.

That oddity aside, Smaltz is a wonderfully lively storyteller, speaking with 
the energy of a woman much younger to the heart of anyone who loves fash-
ion. That glee extends to collectors of vintage clothing, who will be delighted 
to read about the industry long ago and the way things worked then. Smaltz 
says she experienced racism, which is not unusual for pre-Civil Rights Amer-
ica, but doors were surprisingly closed for other reasons that will astound 
anyone who’s savvy about the fashion industry, even today.

There’s quite a bit of name-dropping in this book but most of it belongs 

Every Inch a Lady,  and snap it up.

drey Smaltz was a force 
to be reckoned with al-
most from the time she 
could walk. Her parents 

her, they nurtured her 
creativity and sent her 
to charm school, but 
they never allowed her 
to create a stir. 

“That,” says Smaltz, 
“is not what ladies did.”

By the time she was 
a teenager, Smaltz was 
modeling for New York 
City designers. Shortly 
thereafter, she started 
working for a married 
man with whom she 
had an affair, and whom 
she loved very much. 
She broke up with 
him, attended college, 
worked a series of jobs 
that taught her about 
fashion and jobs that 



What’s Happening This Week in Toledo
Wednesday, August 26
Let’s Get Moving: Morning Walks 
Woodlawn, Willys, and Liberty Park (meet at 1502 Central Ave) | 9 a.m. - 

11 a.m.

Thursday, August 27
Let’s Get Moving: Evening Walks 
WIth Accompanying Outdoor Experience
Camp Miakonda, 5600 W Sylvania Ave | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Levitt BLOC Toledo Music Series 
Promenade Park | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Featuring: Willow Run with opener Doyle Sargent
The Levitt BLOC Toledo Music Series brings free, live outdoor concerts to 

four parks across Toledo’s central-city neighborhoods.

Friday, August 28
Party in the Park 
Promenade Park, 400 Water St. | 6 - 10 p.m.
Featuring: Marshall Charloff & The Purple Xperience with Arctic Clam

Saturday, August 29
Youth Employment Initiative Application Deadline 
The Youth Employment Initiative is a workforce development program 

designed to prepare young adults (16 - 24 y.o) for success. Participants will 
gain paid work experience, receive career coaching, and build the skills 
needed to thrive in college, career training, or the workplace.

Register here by midnight

Ottawa Park Concert Series 
Ottawa Park Amphitheater | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Featuring: What the Hey

Toledo City Council Community Blood Drive and Winter Care Package 
Drive 

East Toledo Senior Activity Center, 1001 White St | 8 a.m. - 2 p.m.
Join Councilwomen Dr. Brittany Jones and Theresa Morris, in partnership 

with the S.C.O.T.T. Organization, for a community blood drive and win-
ter care package collection for sickle cell patients at Nationwide Children’s 
Hospital and ProMedica. Requested donations include school supplies, win-
ter clothing, blankets, heating pads, Epsom salts and more.

More to Explore

Explore More Pass  (https://explore.toledo.oh.gov/checkout/1063/city-of-
toledo-oh/4881/explore-toledo)

This mobile exclusive passport is a collection of curated parks, special 
events and more for you to explore this year in Toledo.

Summer Programs (https://toledo.oh.gov/summer)

Pickleball Clinics (https://toledo.oh.gov/summer/pickleball-clinics)

or older to register.

Kayak at Cullen Park (https://toledo.oh.gov/residents/parks/kayaking)
Self-serve rental lockers are stocked with equipment for your kayak ad-

Golf Muni Courses (https://www.toledocitygolf.com/)
Schedule your tee time at one of our three public courses.
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Call to place your ad: 

419-243-0007
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CLASSIFIEDS    

    

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

RFP26-R010 
Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive proposals for Environmental Services 
in accordance with RFP26-R010. Received 
in accordance with law until September 21, 
2026, at 3:00 PM EST.  For documents:  
www.lucasmha.org;  424 Jackson Street., To-
ledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 
711).  Bidders are required to meet Affirmative 
Action and Equal Employment Opportunity re-
quirements as described in Executive Order 
#11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 
3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Busi-
ness Concerns are encouraged to apply.    

    

NOTICE TO BIDDERS 
 
Electronic proposals will be received by the Board of County Commissioners of Lucas County, 
Ohio, by the Purchasing Department, One Government Center, Suite 480, Toledo, Ohio 43604-
2247 until 2:00 P.M. (local time), September 15, 2026 and opened immediately thereafter for 
#2184-Request for Proposals for Centralized Record Storage for the Lucas County Clerk of 

-
posal by going to the site, http://www.co.lucas.oh.us/bids.asp. Suppliers interested in doing business 
with Lucas County must register in the Supplier Portal. To access the Lucas County Oracle Suppli-
er Portal, please visit: https://eieb.fa.us6.oraclecloud.com/fscmUI/faces/NegotiationAbstracts?prcB
uId=300000007278812&_adf.ctrlstate=l5ps8sau3_1&_af rLoop=7126760101772357&_afrWindow-
Mode=0&_afrWindowId=avudlxmca&_afrFS=16&_afrMT=screen &_afrMFW=1920&_afrMFH=932&_af-
rMFDW=1920&_afrMFDH=1080&_afrMFC=8&_afrMFCI=0&_afrMFM=0&_afrMFR=96& _afrMFG=0&_
afrMFS=0&_afrMFO=0       
                                             
Prior to 2:00 P.M. (local time), September 15, 2026 each proposal shall contain the full name of each 
person submitting the proposal and the name of every person or company interested in same. The 
right is reserved to reject any and all bids. 

By order of the Board of County Commissioners, Lucas County, Ohio. 
Lisa A. Sobecki – President
Pete Gerken– Commissioner
Anita Lopez – Commissioner 

    

MEDICAL ASSISTANT/LPN/RN 

Wanted for FT nursing position at a happy pe-
diatric practice. No weekends, holidays, or late 
nights. Email resumes to cic@intensivecaring.
com

    

MOVING SALE

Amana Electric Dryer  $100
Excellent Condition  Call 419-324-9876

    

AFTER SCHOOL TUTORING DIRECTOR
 
The Padua Center is seeking an After School Tutoring Director, the Nia Program.  The successful 
applicant will have experience in an educational field as either a teacher or classroom aide. The 
main responsibilities of the Director are to provide tutoring and educational enrichment to about 15
elementary school children from 2:30-5:30 Monday through Thursday, beginning September 8, 2026 
and will continue until the end of the school year. Volunteer helpers are available.  Transportation 
and meals are managed by other employees.  Pay range is $17-$20 an hour. Approximately 12 hours 
a week.

Please submit resume to thepaduacenter@gmail.com

For more information call:  The Padua Center, 419 241 6465
    

GET READY TO SHOP TILL YOU 
DROP 

Come out Saturday, September 12, from 10 
AM to 6 PM for the Shop Till You Drop Com-
munity Garage Sale at Solomon Temple MBC, 
573 Nebraska Avenue.

businesses and community sellers to join us. 
Vendor spaces are available for just a $40 do-
nation, with proceeds benefiting the Solomon 
Temple Building Fund,

Come shop for great deals, hidden treasures, 
food and more while supporting a great cause.
For vendor information, contact MZ at 419-
514-0203 or Linda Lee at 419-699-0396.

 

    

CSU DAY IN TOLEDO 
Central State University will host CSU Day in Toledo on September 26-27, 2026, at Third Baptist 
Church, 402 Pinewood Ave., Toledo. Students and families from Northwest Ohio are invited to 
meet with university representatives, learn about admissions, scholarships, financial aid, academic 
programs, and student life.

    

OFFICE SPACES FOR RENT 
Several to choose from in the heart of the Warren Sherman area – corner of Franklin and Bancroft 
and close to the Wayman Palmer YMCA. Contact 419-509-0492 for more information



The women greeters at Elle P Stewart

The First Day of School at MLK and Ella P. 
Stewart
The Truth Staff

How does school start in Toledo? For some students, it starts with a bang. 

For the students at MLK Jr. Academy for Boys (now in the Jones Leader-

-

The men who greeted the boys at MLK Jr Academy

Page 16 August 26, 2026


