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He has been spending heavily on negative ads to brand Dr. Amy Acton as 
a democratic socialist — and with $26.8 million cash on hand to her $8.1 
million, it appears he can sustain it. This is a runner who dashed to the front 

Is Ramaswamy making his move too soon, burning his legs with under 100 
days out? Or does he know exactly when to go?

Dr. Acton, meanwhile, is running a more conservative race. Two Toledo po-
litical observers raise the same concern independently — she hasn’t moved 
to the center yet, and the clock is running. One put it plainly: if she can’t 
match him dollar for dollar, the play is to ignore the attack ads and hope vot-
ers aren’t tuned in yet — then get out and scrap when the money comes in. 

Acton has an opening others don’t. Former President Barack Obama won 
from the left by getting to the center without a voting record to block him in. 

-
tion is whether she moves to the center before Ramaswamy’s mud sticks.

Where the Race Is Won

Who controls the Ohio governor’s mansion and who holds the power of 
the U.S. House and Senate in January determines whether Toledo’s needs get 
a hearing or get passed over.

As a former runner, I was Acton — running a disciplined race, staying in 
contention, waiting for the kick that, by the time I needed it, wasn’t enough. 

The kick doesn’t appear on demand. You train for it, you time it, and you 
throw it before you think you’re ready. Under 100 days is exactly enough 
time — but only if Acton goes now.

Under 100 days is a bell lap, not a cool-down. You do not pace yourself to 

The lead does not matter if the people who built that lead ease up before 
the tape.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org 

 

either comes or it doesn’t.

I ran cross country in high school — competitively, well enough to stay in 
contention deep into a 5K or 10K — but I never developed the kick. In dis-

drive past the pain threshold while others fade or coast. As a runner, back then 
-

What the Polls Are Actually Saying

A July 2026 Emerson College Polling survey of likely voters gives Demo-

-
crats up by 10 in April, up by 10 in June, and now up by 11, according to po-
litical strategist Ron Dworkin. Three months holding means the lead is real. It 
does not mean the lead is safe.

Women are driving the number. Democratic women break for their candi-

decided one suburban district at a time, the people showing up in those suburbs 
-

crats have to win. Whether the lead is 11 points or 5, neither number is a coast. 
Both demand a kick.

Who Is Already Kicking — and Who Is Waiting

Go too late, and the gap is already too great to close the distance. Get the tim-
ing right, and you take the race from someone who thought they had it won.

In the Ohio gubernatorial race, Vivek Ramaswamy is already in his kick. 
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You Are Already Paying for the AI Boom
Some states made data centers pay their own way. Others handed the bill to you. Virginia 
settled this question in 1882. 
By Ben Jealous

Guest Column

Pull up your electric bill. Somewhere in that number, you 
are paying for a building you will never enter.

Data centers are going up everywhere. They need enor-
mous amounts of electricity. Somebody must pay to connect 
them and build the plants and lines they need.

In state after state, that somebody is you.
Not everywhere. Texas requires the largest new power us-

ers to pay more of their connection costs and cut demand 
when the grid is strained. The data centers came anyway.

Ohio now makes large new customers pay for much of the electricity they 
reserve, whether they use it or not. Projections for new demand then fell 
sharply. Much of the emergency was companies holding space they might 

Virginia chose differently. It gives data centers a tax break on their equip-
ment. Good Jobs First estimates that subsidy cost Virginia schools $267 mil-
lion in one year.

Illinois lawmakers let a similar bill die without a vote.

meet my great-great-grandfather. Edward David Bland was born into slavery 
in Dinwiddie County, Virginia, in 1848. Thirty-one years later, he was help-
ing write that state’s laws.

He served three terms in the House of Delegates and sat on the Committee 
on Schools and Colleges. That was not a coincidence. That was the point.

One side said pay every penny, whatever it took. They were called the 
Funders.

Here is what it was taking.
Virginia was starving its public schools to pay bondholders. The bondhold-

ers lived in New York and London. The children lived in Petersburg and 
Danville.

The other side said the debt would be paid, but not out of the schoolhouse. 
They were the Readjusters. Black and white together. Farmers, freedmen and 

A man born into slavery and a man who wore gray were counting the same 

years.
Then they spent the difference. They put money back into public schools. 

They funded schools with Black teachers. They repealed the poll tax. They 
tore down the whipping post.

get to send the bill to whoever cannot say no.
I am not against data centers. This country cannot afford to fall behind in 

I am against making working families subsidize the world’s richest com-
panies.

It does not always take a governor. A small town in Illinois capped a data 
center’s water use, with penalties if it went over.

A town council did that. Now let me tell you how the Readjusters lost. That 
is the part we forget.

They were not beaten on the debt. They won that argument. In October 
1883, their opponents warned that Black residents of Danville had gained too 

Five men died. Four were Black.
For three days, armed white men walked the streets and kept Black Vir-

ginians from the polls. The election came that week. Democrats took both 
houses.

They never took the schools back. The new legislature left the school mon-
ey alone. It left the whipping post gone. It left the debt settled.

They did not undo the policy. They undid the voters.

were defeated by a campaign that made white farmers fear Black farmers 
more than the men taking money from both.

It is the cheapest trick in American politics, and it has never once been 
out of stock. The people paying for these deals live in Loudoun County and 
Memphis, in white towns in Iowa and Black neighborhoods in Atlanta, in 
union halls and farmhouses.

They are already paying the same bill. They just have not been asked to 

Somebody will work hard to make sure they never do.
My great-great-grandfather learned his letters at a night school for freed-

men after the war. He was 17. Then he sat on the committee that funded 
schools so other children would not wait.

Ben Jealous is a professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania 
and former president and CEO of the NAACP.

Community Calendar
August 1
The Warren A.M.E. Church 2026 Matthew Project FREE Community Giveaway 
Event; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come and enjoy a variety of activities, including 
FREE clothes, commodities, food baskets, music, games, fun, and more.

United Vision Baptist Church 13th Annual Community Day: Wilson Park; 9 
am to 3 pm; A Day of Hope, Healthy and Unity; Backpacks distributed, health 

August 2
University of Cincinnati Freshman Class Meet and Greet; BJ Restaurant; 2 pm; 
An opportunity to see who’s headed to UC with you

August 8
Toledo Tanga Sister Cities monthly meeting on the second Saturday at Jera’s 
Heavenly Sweet Bakery 3059 Bancroft at 11 am. Come and help us plan the 
next International Drone Academy for students.

August 15
Toledo Black Men’s Wellness Day: Scott High School; 7 am to noon; Organized 
by the African American Male Wellness Agency (AAMWA), this free commu-
nity event is part of a national initiative to promote health equity, prevention, 
and wellness for Black men and their families 

August 22
Sisters 4 Unity Fourth Annual Communities Against Gun Violence March & 
Unity Day; Smith Park; March begins at 10 am; Bringing together survivors, 

and other partners for a day of remembrance, healing, connection, resources and 
community unity
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Donald Wiggins, Jr

... continued on page 8

Junction Coalition Presents Lead and Housing Symposium
The Truth Staff

Wood, George Thomas and Dr. Iris Castillo.
The following article is the opening address by Donald Wiggins, Jr on Day 

Two of the symposium!

On Thursday and Friday, July 23 and 24, the Junction Coalition presented 
“Unleaded: Our Homes, Our Children, Our Future,” a two-day discussion on the 
impact on lead paint poisoning on the community – and what steps can be taken 
to eliminate the threat.

Lead paint was declared illegal in 1978, however, 80 percent of homes in To-
ledo were built before that year so the threat is quite ongoing after all these years.

On Thursday, after registration, welcome and introduction, the keynote presen-
tation was offered by Paul Allwood, PhD. Allwood is branch chief of the Lead 
Poisoning Prevention and Surveillance Branch at the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention’s National Center for Environmental Health in Atlanta, GA.

Allwood directs nationwide efforts to prevent childhood lead poisoning and 
overseas surveillance, partnerships and program services that inform preven-
tion policy and practice.

Allwood discussed his time at the CDC, the federal landscape of lead poisoning 
prevention and surveillance and his team’s work with Lead Free Communities.

Thursday’s presenters also included: Gloria Smith of the Toledo-Lucas 
County Health Department who described the Health Department’s lead pro-

Mounika Abbareddy of Women for a Healthy Environments who presented an 
overview of lead prevention poisoning prevention work in Allegheny County, 
PA; Drs. Matthew Tien and Olushola Fapo of Better Health Partnership who 
spoke about the possibilities of testing more kids and a collaborative approach 
to lead testing and Zachary Cofer and Kimberly Foreman of Environmental 
Health Watch who spoke about Cleveland’s Lead Safe Resource Center, a one-
stop shop for lead poisoning prevention.

Breakout sessions followed, then a Junction Coalition presentation about 

On Friday, attendees heard from Monica Smith of the City of Toledo; Candace 
Buckley of the Toledo Lead Resource Center and George Thomas, president and 
general counsel of the Fair Housing Center who all spoke about the Toledo Lead 
Ordinance. The central point of all three presentations was how government and 
community groups can work together to ensure that such ordinances are effective.

State Rep. Dontavius Jarrells of Cleveland was the keynote presenter for 
Day Two. As the state representative for District 1, Jarrells has pursued change-making 
work through the introduction of legislation related to lead poisoning prevention, name-
ly Bill 307, which proposes the removal of all lead service lines across the state of Ohio.

The Day of the 
Unleaded Symposium
By Donald Wiggins, Jr, Junction Coalition Environmental Program Specialist

Guest Column

The author’s remarks at the start of Day Two of the Un-
leaded Symposium organized by the Junction Coalition 
on July 23-24.

Before there were statutes, there were songs. Before 
there were courtrooms, there were circles. Before there 
were maps, our ancestors followed rivers, stars with one 
sacred instruction we must not poison the path of the gen-
erations coming behind us.

Today, here in Toledo where the Maumee meets Lake 
Erie, water has shaped both our landscape and our destiny.

We gather to renew that ancient covenant.
Welcome to the Day of the Unleaded Symposium hosted by the Junction Coalition.
We are not gathered merely to hold another conference. We are gathered for a 

convening of conscience. 
We are gathered because there are moments when information must become 

action, When concern must become courage, and when a community must rise 
together and declare that what is preventable is no longer acceptable.

Lead is a silent thief. Lead does not knock before entering a home. It does not 
announce itself in the dust on a windowsill, the soil beneath a child’s feet, or the 

Lead steals quietly from growing bodies, developing minds, family peace, 
household security, and futures that have not yet had the chance to unfold.

But although lead may be silent, we will not be!
We must not accept a world in which a child’s health is determined by the age of 

their house, the condition of their neighborhood, or the boundaries of their zip code.
We will not accept preventable poisoning as the price of poverty.
We will not accept aging infrastructure, deferred maintenance, institutional ne-

glect, or inadequate investment as excuses for diminishing the possibilities of 
even one child.

A safe home is not a luxury. Clean water is not a privilege. Healthy soil is not 
an amenity.

And the opportunity for every child to develop their full mind, body, imagina-
tion, and promise is not charity.

It is a birthright.
That is why today matters.
When we say unleaded, we mean more than the absence of a toxic metal.
We mean children whose futures remain intact.
We mean parents who no longer have to fear the faucet, the windowsill, the 

We mean residents who are not merely studied by institutions but respected as ex-
perts in the conditions of their own lives and empowered as authors of the solutions.

We mean workers trained, equipped, and paid, yes paid; to restore the com-
munities they call home.

-

We mean scientists sharing knowledge, advocates demanding accountabil-
ity, funders moving resources, institutions abandoning excuses, and neighbors 
standing together across every line that once kept us apart.

That is the power of a coalition, and it is the power embodied by the Junction 
Coalition.

A junction is more than a neighborhood. A junction is a place of meeting. It is 
where roads converge, where currents join, and where people arriving from dif-
ferent directions decide to move forward together.

At this junction in our history, the past and the future have come face to face.
The past has brought us poisoned paint, contaminated soil, aging pipes, disin-

vestment, and generations of promises too often delayed.
But the future has brought something stronger into this room:
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...continued on page 10

Judge Nicole Khoury

One License, One Chance, One New Beginning: 
Judge Nicole Khoury Helps Toledo Residents 
Find Their Way Forward
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Sometimes hope doesn’t arrive with a grand speech 

wallet.
For hundreds of Northwest Ohio residents, that 

hope comes in the form of a valid driver’s license.
To many, it’s just another card tucked away until it’s 

needed. But for someone who’s been without one for 
years, it’s the difference between getting to work or 
losing a job, making it to a doctor’s appointment or 

carried that same passion with her when she became a judge.
“I just carried over what I used to always do,” she explains. “I just do it 

from the bench now versus as an attorney.”
Why a Driver’s License Matters So Much
The challenge, she shares, is that losing a driver’s license often creates 

problems that reach far beyond transportation.
“You want to keep people working, but you can’t keep them working if 

they can’t drive to work,” she says.
She points to situations where suspended licenses can make it nearly im-

possible for people to maintain employment, pay child support or meet other 
-

selves buried beneath several more.
“Sometimes, people can end up stuck in a cycle that feels almost impos-

sible to get out of,” Khoury says.
Her approach is rooted in both compassion and accountability, helping 

steps needed to get there.
Meeting People Where They Are
The clinics held at Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union are intentionally 

designed to meet people where they are. Instead of asking residents to walk 
into a courthouse they may fear, Khoury brings the court into a familiar 
community setting alongside her public defender and the court’s license in-
tervention specialist.

“We want people to have a space where they feel safe to come in and walk 
in through doors,” she says.

Participants leave with honest answers and a clearer understanding of what 
comes next. While the court can’t make every legal issue disappear, Khoury 

plans, and map out the next steps toward getting a license back.
Khoury expects commitment in return.
“If I give you a court date, I expect you to show up,” she says. 
She believes meaningful change happens when opportunity meets personal 

responsibility.
“I always do my best to help,” she says. “But personal responsibility is huge.”
The Sticker Board That Tells a Bigger Story
Inside her courtroom hangs one of her favorite reminders of progress: a 

sticker board. Every time someone earns back a valid driver’s license, they 
place a sticker on the board.

“It sounds juvenile,” Khoury says with a laugh, “but it’s actually pretty fun.”
Those stickers represent far more than paperwork completed. They represent new 

A Bipartisan Solution in a Divided Time
Khoury also recognizes that judges today serve during a challenging mo-

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

missing one, picking up a child from school or depending on someone else 
for a ride. It’s dignity. It’s independence. It’s another chance.

That’s why Toledo Municipal Court Judge Nicole Khoury has made driv-
er’s license restoration one of her signature missions. Through her courtroom 
and a growing partnership with Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union (TUF-
CU), she is helping people untangle legal obstacles that have kept them stuck 
for years, opening doors to employment, stability and a fresh start.

“It’s a whole new key to freedom in a different kind of way that people 
don’t even understand until they have it,” Khoury says.

The numbers tell part of the story. The people tell the rest.
Since taking the bench, more than 1,000 people have walked out of Khoury’s 

courtroom with valid drivers’ licenses. Every year, approximately 150 to 220 
people regain the legal ability to drive, along with the freedom to get to work, 
care for their families and begin writing a different chapter of their lives.

For Khoury, every restored license is more than a legal document. It’s proof 
that sometimes changing a life begins by removing just one barrier.

That same philosophy now extends beyond the courthouse walls. The new-
er drivers’ license clinics hosted with TUFCU are already making an impact, 
with a dozen participants regaining their driving privileges during the pro-

From Public Defender to Judge
For Khoury, the mission did not begin when she became a judge.

-
pal Court in 2018, she spent years standing beside people during some of the 
hardest moments of their lives. She began her legal career in the Maumee 

criminal defense attorney. Along the way, she represented thousands of cli-

and families face long before they ever step into a courtroom.
“I developed a love for criminal defense and the whole idea of protecting 

people’s constitutional rights,” she says. “It’s nice to have somebody who’s 
been a public defender on the bench. It gives a different perspective.”

That perspective has shaped the way she approaches justice. Rather than 

recalls helping people restore their licenses as a young attorney and simply 

Page 5July 29, 2026



... continued on page 7

Maritime Academy Receives Donation for 
Culinary Arts Program
Special to The Truth

Maritime Academy of Toledo is proud to announce that Burkett Restau-
rant Equipment & Supplies, based in Perrysburg, Ohio, has generously do-
nated a commercial combi oven to support its state-approved Culinary Arts 
Program. This professional-grade oven offers steam, combi-steam and hot-
air cooking methods, providing students with hands-on experience using 
the same equipment found in commercial kitchens while learning a variety 
of culinary techniques on a single piece of equipment.

“We are incredibly grateful to Burkett Restaurant Equipment & Supplies 
for this generous investment in our students,” said Misha Stredrick, EdD, 
superintendent of Maritime Academy of Toledo. “This opportunity allows 
our Culinary Arts students to gain valuable experience using professional-

-
dence needed for successful careers in the culinary industry while serving 
our school and community with some of the highest-quality tools avail-
able.”

“This is exactly the kind of opportunity we look for when we talk about 
supporting our community,” said Jameel Burkett, president and CEO of 
Burkett Restaurant Equipment & Supplies. “The Maritime Academy of To-
ledo is preparing students with real-world skills, and we’re proud to play a 
small role in giving its culinary program another resource to help students 
learn, train, and grow.”

Partnerships like this help transform classrooms into real-world learn-

passion for their future careers. The Maritime staff and faculty extended 
their sincere appreciation to Burkett Restaurant Equipment & Supplies for 

believing in their students and investing in the next generation of chefs 
and leaders.

Burkett Restaurant Equipment & Supplies has a longstanding commit-
ment to giving back to the community through initiatives such as its annual 
Mike Burkett Memorial Golf Outing, which raises funds for the National 
Multiple Sclerosis Society. Their generosity continues to make a mean-
ingful difference, both in the community and in the lives of Maritime’s 
students.

 Dr. Misha Stredrick
Superintendent, The Maritime Academy of Toledo

Toledo Police Chief 
Michael Troendle 
Announces Retirement; 
Assistant Chief Kevin 
Braun Named Next 
Chief of Police
Special to The Truth

After more than 32 years of dedicated service to the City 
of Toledo, Toledo Police Chief Michael Troendle has in-
formed the City of his decision to retire. Chief Troendle’s 
last day with the Toledo Police Department will be Nov. 1.

Chief Troendle has devoted his career to serving the 
residents of Toledo with professionalism, integrity and 
dedication. Throughout his career, he has held numer-
ous leadership roles within the department and helped 
advance key initiatives, including the implementation 
of Intelligence-Led Policing and the development of the Chief Michael 

TroendleToledo Police Department’s Real-Time Crime Center.
“Serving as Chief of the Toledo Police Department has been one of the great-

est honors of my career. I’m proud of what we’ve accomplished together and 
-

ence and leadership to guide this organization, and I know the department and 
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Toledo Police Chief... continued from page 6

Co-chairman Jerome Gordon, 
Junior Warden of Amazon 

Lodge No. 4 (standing) and Co-
chairman Justin Powell, Senior 

Warden of Amazon Lodge 
No. 4 with Nicole Robinson of 

Explorers Academy

The Toledo Prince Hall Masonic Family held their third annual back to 
school drive Sunday, July 26th from 2-6pm at Octagon Hall (638 N. Univer-
sity Ave.) The event, which has grown to 400 bags since its inception,  included 
free school supplies, food, ice cream and health screenings for the community. 

Jerome Gordon, Junior Warden of Amazon Lodge No 4., and co-chairman of 
the event stated, “We stared out with 50 bookbags [in 2024], last year we had 
150 and this year we’re up to about 400 backpacks… the lines keep on getting 
bigger every year.”

A and Five Below, with a grand total of about $1500 in donations, he shared. 
ProMedica’s Ronald McDonald Care Mobile and Explorers Academy were 
also onsite to provide additional resources. 

Supplies included but were not limited to bookbags, notebooks, pencils, glue 
sticks, crayons, markers, highlighters, scissors and notebook paper all in an ef-
fort to ensure families have what they need to start the school year. 

The event was hosted by Amazon Lodge No. 4 and the Toledo Prince Hall 
Masonic Family. The organizers of the event were co-chairmen Jerome Gor-
don, Junior Warden of Amazon Lodge No. 4 and Justin Powell, Senior Warden 
of Amazon Lodge No. 4.

More about Amazon Lodge No. 4 
The Prince Hall Masons are the oldest and largest black fraternal organiza-

created in 1864 later becoming the current  Amazon Lodge No. 4 as it is today.  
The organization hosts many events throughout the year for the community, 
including awarding thousands of dollars in scholarships to local youth, a free 
bicycle give away, back to school drives and more.

Toledo Prince Hall Masonic Family Hosts 3rd 
Annual Back to School Drive 
By Dawn Scotland 
The Truth Reporter 

Members of the Toledo Prince Hall Masonic 
Family

Prince Hall Masons pass out school supplies
Family at book bag drive

Members of the Toledo Prince 
Hall Masonic Family at the grill Line forms outside of Octagon Hall

the community will be well served under his leadership,” Chief Troendle said.
Following Chief Troendle’s retirement, Assistant Chief Kevin Braun will be-

come the next chief of the Toledo Police Department.
Braun has spent more than 25 years serving the Toledo Police Department. He 

has built a reputation for operational leadership, innovation and community en-
gagement, with experience spanning nearly every major area of the department.

Braun joined the Toledo Police Department in December 2000 and has served 
in Field Operations, the Vice/Narcotics Section, the Public Information Unit, the 
Community Services Section and the Investigative Services Division. He has 
also served as a Critical Incident Negotiator and as a member of the department’s 
Peer Support Team and Crisis Intervention Team, demonstrating his commit-

Braun has advanced through every level of leadership, serving as sergeant, 
lieutenant, captain, deputy chief and assistant chief. A Toledo native and gradu-

University, a Master of Science in Criminal Justice from Bowling Green State 
University and is a graduate of the FBI National Academy in Quantico, Virginia.

Braun has helped strengthen the department’s digital communications strate-
gy while expanding transparency and public engagement. His leadership expe-
rience includes patrol operations, criminal investigations, community policing, 
crisis communications, organizational development and strategic planning.

“I’ve spent my entire career with the Toledo Police Department, so this is 
-

cers and civilian employees are committed to serving this community, and I’m 
proud to lead them. My focus will be on supporting our people, working with 
our community and continuing to move this department forward,” Assistant 
Chief Kevin Braun said.

“Chief Troendle has served Toledo with distinction for more than three de-
cades, and we are grateful for his leadership, dedication and service to our 
community. He leaves behind a strong foundation and a department that is 
positioned for continued success,” Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz said.

“Kevin Braun has dedicated his career to the Toledo Police Department and 

protect. His experience, leadership and commitment to public service make 
him the right choice to lead the department forward. I look forward to working 
with Chief Braun as we continue our commitment to public safety and building 
trust with residents across Toledo,” the Mayor said.

Chief Troendle and Chief Braun will work together through a planned 90-
day transition period to ensure continuity of leadership and a seamless transi-
tion for the department.
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July 28 is Buffalo Soldiers Day in Ohio, 
as per an order signed by Governor Mike 
DeWine in 2022. Toledo’s Buffalo Soldiers 
celebrate the day every year but they do a 
lot more than simply celebrate special oc-
casions. They have been, for quite a while 
now, a positive force in this community, 
working with youth, with seniors and focus-
ing on issues such as gun violence preven-
tion and working cooperatively with law 

Buffalo Soldier Flag Raised at Government Center
The Truth Staff

Commissioner Pete Gerken added 
that the original soldiers were “com-
missioned to serve a country that 
didn’t recognize their status right 
after the Civil War.” Today, said 
Gerken, the Toledo soldiers “give 
youth an opportunity to engage with 
the community,” as he spoke of the 
very recent activities the local group 
has undertaken – such as the Camp 
Wiakonda youth event the soldiers 
held two weeks ago.

“We do a lot of community ser-
vice,” said Earl Mack, post com-
mander of the Toledo unit. “But we 

this work without the support of our 
political leaders,” he added as he and 
Fred LeFebvre, the unit’s public infor-

appreciation to the commissioner.
“We don’t wait around to be 

asked, when we see a need, we try 

-
ernment Center once again this year on Wednesday, July 22, to honor their 
work in the community and the Buffalo Soldiers responded in kind by thank-
ing the commissioners for their support of that work and presenting them with 
memorabilia such as Buffalo Soldiers’ shirts and a plaque of recognition.

“The Buffalo Soldiers do some amazing work,” said Lisa Sobecki, presi-
dent of the Lucas County Board of Commissioners as she opened the cer-
emony. “They have an incredible impact on our community.

avalry regiment and “served with 
honor, courage and discipline … our Buffalo Soldiers in Toledo also serve 
with honor, courage and discipline each and every day.”

She noted that the original soldiers “served a country that did not yet grant 
local Buffalo Soldiers.

Competition Corvette Club Visits Lott Industries
The Truth Staff

Nine members of the Competition Corvette 
Club Toledo visited Lott Industries on Thursday, 
July 23, to give the workers a chance to view the 
various Corvettes the members own and drive.

“We came up here to do community service, we 
do a lot for the community,” said member Eugene 
Holmes. 

The staff at Lott Industries requested the visit know-
ing what a thrill the view of the vintage automobiles 
would give the workforce during their lunch break.

Lott Industries is currently celebrating 70 years 
of service this year, helping people with develop-

-
vides educational and job opportunities for those 
workers through partnerships. 

“It does our heart proud to come up here,” said 

Holmes. “This is part of our mission.”
The automobile club was started by Seldon Hill 

in 1977 and the name was changed to Competition 
Corvette Club Toledo in 2005.

Us. Our knowledge. Our memory. Our organizing. 
Our love for our children. Our refusal to surrender 
another generation to a danger we already know how 
to prevent.

The old poets taught that there is a season for ev-
erything: a time to mourn and a time to build, a time 
to speak and a time to act.

This is our time to act. Let us be clear we have not 
come to admire the problem.  We have come to end it!

We have come to join policy with purpose, science 
with community wisdom, law with justice, invest-
ment with accountability, and righteous urgency 
with the practical work of implementation.

Because vision without action is only a dream, ac-
tion without the community is only another program 
destined to disappear. Life without vision is tyranny! 

But vision joined with organized people, public re-
sources, shared knowledge, and determined leader-
ship—that is how history changes. 

That is how poisoned houses become healthy homes.
That is how contaminated ground becomes living soil.
That is how aging infrastructure becomes a foun-

dation for renewed trust.
That is how a city once burdened by lead can be-

come a city that leads.
Imagine the Toledo we are preparing to build.
A Toledo where every child can crawl across the 

faucet,  play in the yard, and breathe fresh crisp air in 
their own home without being placed in danger.

A Toledo where environmental health creates ca-
reers as well as protection, where public systems 
respond before families are harmed, and where the 
measure of progress is not how eloquently we de-

scribe injustice but how completely we remove it.
That future is not impossible. It is waiting for our 

courage. It is waiting for our cooperation. It is wait-
ing for the decisions we begin making today. So let 
this symposium be more than an event. Let it be a 
declaration. Let it be the day we move from aware-
ness to action,  from programs to power,  from frag-
mented efforts to collective purpose,  and from man-
aging preventable harm to eliminating it.

When future generations ask what we did when 
the evidence was before us,  When the children were 
depending upon us,  When the power to change their 
future was placed within our hands, let the answer 
echo across Toledo, space, and time. We gathered. 
We listened. We organized. We acted. We got the 
lead out.

Welcome to Day Two of the Unleaded Symposium.
Let us begin.

Unleaded Symposium.. continued from page 4
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Brenda Singletary

“Brenda Singletary: We Hold These Truths …” 
at 20 North Gallery
Special to The Truth

A solo exhibition of local artist Brenda Singletary’s mixed-
media paintings and textured canvases opened at 20 North 
Gallery on Saturday, July 11. The dozen and a half works of 
art are a celebration of Singletary’s family’s history and their 
civic and military service. The exhibition will run through 
September 19.

The “Brenda Singletary: We Hold These Truths …” exhibit 
features the artist’s “Love Letter to a Complicated Nation” 
series in which she combines photography, paint, wire, found 

sharing this body of all-new work of her family’s history just 
as the nation is celebrating its semiquincentennial anniversary.

Brenda Singletary received her BA from Morris Brown 
College, an HBCU in Atlanta (Georgia) and received her 

native of Detroit (Michigan), Singletary began her career 
working in public affairs for broadcast news in Atlanta, be-

for two years as a panel judge for the President’s Commis-
sion on White House Fellows in Washington, D.C. and, in 
the category of ArtMaker, her oral history of family memo-
ries is included in the Library of Congress’ HistoryMakers 
project, the digital repository for the Black experience.

Among her many art awards and grants are recognition 
from the Georgia Legislative Black Caucus, Atlanta Busi-
ness League, American Express, as well as The Golden Sable 
from The College Fund, Daimler-Chrysler Motion through 
Expression Award, an artist residency at Camac Centre d’Art 
in Marnay-sur-Seine (France) and a 2021 Merit Award and 
2022 & 2024 Accelerator Grants from The Arts Commission 
(Toledo, Ohio), as well as solo exhibitions—most recently 
at the Savage Community Gallery of Toledo Museum of Art 
(Ohio) in 2024. Her work is represented in numerous cor-
porate collections including AT&T, Ford Foundation, Fox 
Television, Kaiser-Permanente, Marriott and McDonald’s 
Inc., among others. Her artwork forms part of the White 
House Collection and hangs in the conference room of the 

Additionally, Singletary is an inaugural member of Detroit’s 

HOURS OF
OPERATION:

MEDICAL
MON.-THURS. 8 AM TO 5:30 PM
SAT. 8 AM TO NOON • SUN. CLOSED

ADDRESS
12 N. ST. CLAIR STREET
TOLEDO, OH 43604
419-720-7883

PHARMACY
MON.-FRI. 9 AM TO 6 PM
SAT. 9 AM TO 1 PM • SUN. CLOSED

DOC MARTIN’S
r e m e dy s h o p p e  & a p o t h e c a ry

PHARMACY • ICE CREAM • SUNDRIES • MEDICAL CARE

HOME TO THE CLINIC ON ST. CLAIR

PHARMACY SERVICES
QUESTIONS & PRESCRIPTIONS: 
419-720-7883, EXT. 1088

MEDICAL CARE
(WALK-INS WELCOME)

QUESTIONS & APPOINTMENTS: 
419-720-7883, EXT. 1050 OR 1089

SUNDRIES AND LOTS 
OF GREAT ICE CREAM
419-720-7887, EXT. 1056

FREE PARKING AT GLASS CITY GARAGE!

Now Open!
“The Breakfast Club,” a 
weekly networking ses-
sion connecting artists 
to collectors in South-
east Michigan. She also 
serves as an arts instruc-
tor at the Toledo Muse-
um of Art, as well as in 
her Downtown Toledo 
studio. She is a proud de-
scendant of generations 
of U.S. military veterans.

Among her works om 
display at 20 North are 
several depicting pho-
tographs pf real people, 
including some of her 
family, within abstract 
paintings. One such 
painting includes the 
only known photo of a 
Black Civil War veteran 
and his family.

In addition to the fea-
tured exhibit, 20 North 
Gallery also displays 
glass, sculpture, paintings 
and jewelry by noted art-
ists of the region. Gallery 
hours are Wednesdays 
through Saturday from 
noon to 4 p.m.
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Directions Credit Union and Louisville Title 
Highlight Partnership with LadderUp Housing as 
Organization Marks Major Growth Milestones
New mortgage readiness tool, lending facility, neighborhood reinvestment, and 100th home purchase underscore momentum in Toledo

As LadderUp Housing celebrates several major milestones—including its 
100th home purchase, a new lending facility, and the public launch of its 
mortgage readiness tool—community partners Directions Credit Union and 
Louisville Title are highlighting the collaboration helping more Toledo fami-
lies achieve homeownership.

LadderUp Housing is a Toledo-based organization helping residents be-
come mortgage-ready and move from renting to owning homes in the neigh-
borhoods where they already live, work, and build their lives. 

-
cant milestone in the organization’s ongoing efforts to expand housing access 
in Toledo. In addition, LadderUp closed on a new lending facility on July 1, 
further strengthening its ability to support future home purchases.

The organization has also launched its mortgage readiness tool publicly af-

designed to help more people understand what it takes to prepare for home-
ownership and take concrete steps toward buying a home.

In another sign of local reinvestment, renovations are set to begin soon on 
a home in Toledo’s Englewood neighborhood using Directions Credit Union 

where additional investment is being encouraged, making the project part of 
a broader effort to support revitalization and homeownership in the city.

“We’re fortunate to work with community partners who share our belief 
that homeownership can be a catalyst for stability, opportunity, and neigh-
borhood reinvestment,” said Tom Voutsos, founder and CEO of LadderUp 
Housing. “Directions Credit Union and Louisville Title have been important 
partners in helping us create real pathways for families to move from renting 
to owning and to stay rooted in the communities they love.”

One License.. continued from page 5

“LadderUp Housing is creating a practical, thoughtful pathway to home-
ownership for families who may have thought it was out of reach,” said 
Barry Shaner, President and CEO of Directions Credit Union. “We’re proud 
to support work that not only helps people buy homes, but also strengthens 
neighborhoods and creates long-term stability for families across Toledo.”

“Homeownership is part of the American Dream, but for many families, 
the path isn’t always straightforward,” said Jen Burnor of Louisville Title. 
“That’s why we’re grateful to stand alongside LadderUp Housing as they 
help more families become mortgage-ready, purchase homes, and put down 
deeper roots in the neighborhoods they already call home.”

For residents participating in the program, the impact is personal.
“Before LadderUp Housing, I was nervous about the idea of homeownership 

because I wasn’t sure it was possible for me,” said a LadderUp Housing resi-
dent. “Working with my coaches has helped me understand my credit, create 
a budget, and build a plan that’s bringing me closer to owning the home I’m 

Together, Directions Credit Union, Louisville Title, and LadderUp Hous-
ing are demonstrating how community partnerships can expand access to 
homeownership while strengthening neighborhoods across Toledo.

For more information about Directions Credit Union, visit https://directionscu.org/. 
For more information about Louisville Title, visit https://louisvilletitle.com/. 
For more information about LadderUp Housing, visit https://www.ladd-

eruphousing.com/. 
-

pand access to homeownership by helping individuals and families become 
mortgage-ready and achieve long-term housing stability. Through community 

-
ownership pathways, LadderUp Housing helps residents build wealth, strength-
en neighborhoods, and create lasting roots in the communities they call home.

ment when public frustration often spills into courtrooms.
“Judges aren’t political, nor should we be,” she says. “I’m just 

trying to get people their licenses and help people be better.”
She believes practical solutions often create the strongest communities.
“I believe if we can help people become better versions of 

themselves and give them something to work toward, then we 
create stronger communities with less crime,” Khoury says. “When people 
have hope for their own lives, they have more to protect and more to work for.”

solely on punishment, she frequently creates opportunities for defendants to 
earn reduced sentences by completing treatment, restoring their licenses or 
following through on court-ordered goals.

-
ceed when someone believes they can.

The People’s Court
As Toledo continues searching for ways to build safer neighborhoods and stron-

ger families, Khoury believes the municipal court occupies a unique position.
“Municipal Court is what I would call the people’s court,” she says. “We have 

the ability to help people stop the cycle of crime in their lives and their families.”
She hopes every person who leaves her courtroom walks away with some-

“I want people to know that court doesn’t have to be a scary place,” she 
says. “It can be a place where we can get things done together and make 
people’s lives better.”

Her message is not built around politics or headlines. It is built around trust.
“What I tell people all the time is, ‘If you trust me, I’ll trust you. Don’t give 

me a reason not to trust you,’” Khoury says.
For every new sticker added to the board, another door quietly opens. A 

-
dence after feeling stuck. Someone taking back a piece of independence they 
thought they had lost.

Because sometimes changing a community doesn’t start with a sweeping 
solution. Sometimes it starts with one person, one opportunity, and a valid 
driver’s license.

Stay connected with TUFCU’s Facebook page for future driver’s license 
clinic announcements and resources.

Page 10 July 29, 2026



Page 11July 29, 2026

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

... continued on page 12

WGTE Announces Learn & Play Treasure Chests 
New Initiative Focuses on Early Childhood Learning 
and Kindergarten Readiness Standards 

WGTE Public Media believes every child should begin school ready to learn. 
WGTE’s latest early learning initiative, Learn & Play Treasure Chests, is de-
signed to provide teachers, parents and caregivers with tools and materials that 
set children up for success in school and beyond. 

The initiative employs an innovative approach to early childhood learning. 
Each Learn & Play Treasure Chest includes books, hands-on activities and 
guided links to PBS KIDS content. Through professional development classes, 
teachers will receive practical instruction tips and resources to integrate materi-
als into their classrooms, using a curriculum aligned to Ohio Department of Ear- together, strengthening family bonds and improving children’s kindergarten 

readiness. 
“We know children love PBS KIDS programming,” said Tina Bossenbroek, 

WGTE’s Director of Educational Services, “so integrating characters with 
whom they share a connection makes learning even more engaging for them. 
This initiative also transforms the family learning experience, as parents are 

-
eracy, math skills, physical development and social-emotional learning. We’re 
very excited to see the many ways these Treasure Chests inspire young minds.” 

Learn & Play Treasure Chests address a vital need for effective educational 
programming at the pre-kindergarten level. In Lucas County, only 20 percent 
of children enter kindergarten ready to read, with readiness rates lowest among 
children facing economic hardship. Kindergarten readiness is a powerful predic-
tor of long-term academic achievement, health and economic stability. Research 
consistently demonstrates that high-quality early childhood academic program-
ming improves cognitive development, strengthens emotional regulation and 
promotes lifelong healthy behaviors. 

supported by HOPE Toledo. Additional Learns & Play Treasure Chests will be 
directed toward preschools that have a demonstrated need for support and access 
to high-quality educational materials. 

The Learn & Play Treasure Chests initiative was made possible with funding 
from the PNC Foundation, Elyria Charities, Inc., and a 2026 Growth & Resil-
ience Grant from the John Henry Eldred, Jr. Foundation.  

WGTE Public Media, 
licensed and operated by 
the Public Broadcasting 
Foundation of Northwest 

commercial, educational 
TV and radio broadcast-
er and center of learn-
ing for northwest Ohio 
and southeast Michigan. 
WGTE is proud to be a 
PBS and NPR member 
station. From our enter-
taining, informative and 
educational programs 
that air on WGTE TV 
and FM 91 to educational 
outreach and community 
engagement activities, 
WGTE makes northwest 
Ohio and southeast Mich-
igan a better place to live. 
For more information, 
visit www.wgte.org.

On Black Women’s Equal 
Pay Day, Black Women’s 
Roundtable Releases Results 
of 10th Annual Power of 
the Sister Vote Bill
Poll Provides a Snapshot of How Black Women Have Been 
Faring Since the Rollback of DEI and In the Midst of an 
Uncertain Economic Climate  
Special to The Truth

At a virtual mo
which kicked off Black Women’s Equal Pay Day, the National Coalition 
on Black Civic Participation (NCBCP) and Black Women’s Roundtable 

At a time in which 600,000 Black women have been disconnected from 
the workforce and when affordability is at the center of concern of mil-
lions for Americans, this year’s poll provides critical insight on how Black 
women are faring in this economy; how issues like unequal pay impact their 
lives; and the degree to which these issues and others are affecting their po-
litical decision-making.    

States Melanie L. Campbell, President & CEO of the National Coalition 
on Black Civic Participation and National Convener of the Black of the 
Black Women’s Roundtable, “We found it most appropriate that we release 
this poll today, on ‘Black Women’s Equal Pay Day’ because Black women 
have never been paid what their true value has been to America. And now, 
with the attacks on DEI and a faltering economy, we are truly suffering.   

“On the top line, the poll shows that pay inequity has a face; that of a Black 
woman. The poll shows that the DEI cuts have carried a human cost. The 
economic strain is wide-ranging, touching food insecurity and healthcare. 
Also, we have found that Black women without degrees face more hard-
ships with regard to day-to-day existence. And education really offers lim-
ited protection, with there being greater strains, more pay discrimination and 
more exposure to DEI cuts. However, we have also found that young Black 
women stay very hopeful. With this, we remain encouraged and resilient.”   

Speakers included Melanie Campbell, President & CEO, National Coali-
tion on Black Civic Participation and National Convener, Black Women’s 
Roundtable; Katrina Gamble, Pollster, Sojourn Strategies; Avis Jones-De-
Weever, Ph.D. - Principal, Nouveaux Strategies; Mikhiela Sherrod, Ph.D. - 

ly Learning Stan-
dards. 

In addition, 
WGTE will host 
a series of Family 
Learning Nights 
that engage par-
ents and children 



From The Mall To The Music With TARTA’s 
Glass City JazzFest Express 

-

-

-

-

-

-

Lucas County Children 
Services Presents 
Annual Resource Fair
A free opportunity to connect with helpful service providers
Special to The Truth

-

-

-

-

Black Women’s Equal Pay Day..continued from page 11
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Cruelty of Nice Folks 
author, courtesy Basil 

Lim
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The Cruelty of Nice Folks: Why Minneapolis Is the 
Story of America by Justin Ellis
By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Two blocks up, two down.
Once upon a time, that was your entire world. 

You lived here, Grandma’s house was around the 
corner, uncles and aunties lived along the way, 
school was nearby, church across the street. That 
real estate held everything you needed. But what 
if things changed? What if, as in the new memoir, 
The Cruelty of Nice Folks by Justin Ellis, your 
hometown, the place that held your memories, 
betrayed you?

Chances are that when you think of Minnesota, 

Justin Ellis thought of home because he grew up 
in Minneapolis, close to family and friends and 
everything he held dear.

He was, therefore, understandably alarmed 
when George Floyd was killed by a Minneapo-
lis policeman who knelt on Floyd’s neck un-
til he died. Ellis wondered how something like 
this could happen in the city he loved, and so he 

c. 2026
Harper
$30.00

419 pages

As her life slipped 
away, he studied the 
death of a man he’d 
never know…

While you’ll prob-
ably pick up Cruelty 
of Nice Folks for its 
thoughtful content 
and the fact-finding 
inside, it’s impor-
tant to at least give 
a nod to the books’ 
exquisite writing. 
Author Justin Ellis 
sharpens a thought, 
turns a phrase and 
screws it tightly 
into your heart in a 
way that most writ-
ers will only wish 
they could do, so 
pay attention and 
don’t miss it. 

-
peal of this book.

The second appeal 

headed home.
Being a Black family in Minneapolis was never without its struggles. 

There, Ellis says, “only 26 percent of Black families own homes…” When 
unemployment for Black residents was at an all-time low, it was double 
what white Minneapolitans experienced. 

And scattered throughout Ellis’s lifetime, Black citizen died at the hands 
of police.

He wanted to know why, with such a progressive reputation and a history 
of welcome for people of color, was there still racial violence in his home-
town? Would Chauvin pay for Floyd’s murder?

Ellis says, “… our eyes had seen this death so many times before and 
watched a killer walk away. What were we supposed to believe?”

Arriving in Minneapolis, Ellis set out to see the whole picture that he 
and other Black Minneapolitans had lived, but his arrival there had dual 
purpose. Ellis’s mother had been diagnosed with cancer, and she needed 
him close. 

is in the story itself, and the reporting that Ellis offers. Readers who 
know all about “Minnesota Nice” but also about Floyd, Renee Good 
and Alex Pretti will see the yin and yang of the Twin Cities, and why 
Minneapolis’s long history of race relations explains a lot of what’s go-
ing on in the rest of America. That story is woven in with a memoir of 
a mother’s love that’ll make you want a big box of tissues. You’ve been 
warned.

This is a thoughtful, thorough book that will satisfy readers of history 
and biographies, making it a don’t-miss. Start The Cruelty of Nice Folks 
and you’ll find that you can’t put it down.



What’s Happening This Week in Toledo
Monday, July 27
Let’s Get Moving: Walk with NAMI 
Trilby Park, 3125 Shawnee Rd. | 6:15 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.

Tuesday, July 28
Save Our Community Summer Outreach BBQs 
Roosevelt Pool, 910 Dorr St. | 12 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Community outreach event focused on violence prevention, youth engage-

ment, and summer activities for families and residents.

Wednesday, July 29
Let’s Get Moving: Morning Walks 
Woodlawn, Willys, and Liberty Park (Meet at 1502 Central Ave) | 9 a.m. 

- 11 a.m.

Pool Party Tour with Council President Williams 
Navarre Pool, 1001 White St. | 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.
Council President Vanice Williams is bringing the city to the pool!
Join her for the Pool Party Tour- a fun, laid-back way to beat the heat and 

connect with your neighborhood. We’ll be hopping around to different city 
pools so bring your suit and plenty of time to chat.

Thursday, July 30
Let’s Get Moving: Pickleball 
Trilby Park, 3125 Shawnee Rd. | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Walbridge Park Concert Series 
Walbridge Park, 2761 Broadway St. | 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Featuring: LETTER RIP
Free to the Public.

Movie Night in the Park 
Pine Glen Park, 3145 Wynnewood Dr. | 7 p.m. - 10 p.m.

Featuring Zootopia 2, rated PG.
Come early and play eSports gaming, provided by Party on a Truck. Movie 

begins at dusk.

Friday, July 31
Party in the Park 
Promenade Park, 400 Water St. | 6 - 10 p.m.
Featuring: LATIN NIGHT RIVER AND RHYTHM - RIO Y RITMO FEST

Saturday, August 1
Ottawa Park Concert Series 
Ottawa Park Amphitheater, 2205 Kenwood Blvd. | 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Featuring: What the Hey

More to Explore

 More Pass  
This mobile exclusive passport is a collection of curated parks, special 

events and more for you to explore this year in Toledo.

Summer Programs (https://toledo.oh.gov/summer)

Pickleball Clinics (https://toledo.oh.gov/summer/pickleball-clinics)

or older to register.

Kayak at Cullen Park (https://toledo.oh.gov/residents/parks/kayaking)
Self-serve rental lockers are stocked with equipment for your kayak ad-

venture!

Golf Muni Courses (https://www.toledocitygolf.com/)
Schedule your tee time at one of our three public courses.
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CLASSIFIEDS    

    

Mental Health & Recovery Services Board 
of Lucas County (1473)

is accepting applications for the
 following position:

System Fiscal Risk Manager 
 
SUMMARY
The System Fiscal Risk Manager is responsi-
ble for evaluating the financial and program-
matic stability of current and prospective ser-
vice providers to support funding decisions 
and ensure compliance with board policies 
and regulatory requirements. This position 
conducts risk assessments, monitors sub-
recipient performance, reviews audits, and 
analyzes financial and operational data to 
identify potential risks and strengthen over-
sight activities.

EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE

business administration or a related field. 
Experience in compliance, auditing, financial 
analysis, grants management, or provider 
oversight. Experience working with subrecipi-
ent monitoring, risk assessment, or govern-
ment-funded programs.

Starting salary: $51,200 – $57,600 salary 
consideration based on education and ex-
perience.

For detailed position description and to 
apply please visit:
https://tinyurl.com/MHFRM

Equal Opportunity Employer

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER SERVICES

RFP26-R006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Health Insurance Broker Services in 
accordance with RFP26-R008. Received in accordance with law until August 07, 2026, at 3:00 PM 
EST.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org;  424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 

requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Cov-
ered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.                      

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
THURGOOD MARSHALL SENIOR HOUSING LLC

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK (CMAR)

Thurgood Marshall Senior Housing LLC & Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals 
for a Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) – Thurgood Marshall Senior Apartments. Received 
in accordance with law until August 05, 2026, at 3:00 PM ET.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 
424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to 

Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 covered contract, and any Section 3 Business 
Concerns are encouraged to apply.                                       
                  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
AFFORDABLE ASSISTED LIVING GOVERNMENT RELATIONS SERVICES

RFP26-R006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Affordable Assisted Living Govern-
ment Relations Services in accordance with RFP26-R006. Received in accordance with law until 
July 06, 2026, at 3:00 PM EST.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org;  424 Jackson Street., Toledo, 

Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. This contract 
opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged 
to apply.                                             
                  

    

Consultants or Organizations Needed
 
The Mental Health & Recovery Services 
Board (MHRSB) of Lucas County is seeking 
proposals from qualified consultants or orga-
nizations to facilitate the development of its 
Access in Action Plan. This framework will 
identify and address community barriers to 
behavioral health care, including awareness, 
navigation, geography, language, stigma, and 
system complexity. Key Dates: Virtual Bid-
ders Conference is June 26, 2026. Electronic 
proposals must be submitted to netmail@
lcmhrsb.oh.gov no later than July 23, 2026, 
at 5:00 p.m. ET. For complete RFP specifi-
cations and submission criteria, visit www.
lcmhrsb.oh.gov/publicnotice/.

    

“JAZZ ON THE LAWN”, at The Refreshing 
Place, 2500 Nebraska Ave, on Saturday, July 
25th, from 5-9pm, admission is $15.00/per-
son. Featuring local musicians. Bring your 
lawn chairs.



Area leaders show support at ceremony

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Ohio 
Celebrate Largest Graduating Class of Summer 
Youth Program 
By Dawn Scotland 
The Truth Reporter 

The Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwest 
Ohio celebrated the largest graduating class of its 
Empowering Future Leaders Summer Program 
on Thursday, July 23, at the Wayman Palmer 
YMCA. Forty youth from the Toledo area gradu-
ated from the seven- week youth leadership pro-
gram signifying a milestone in the summer pro-

The program was funded to serve 40 youth 
but received 59 participants with an additional 
26 youth on the waiting list, demonstrating the 
growing demand for youth leadership develop-
ment opportunities in the area.

The ceremony included remarks from commu-
nity leaders, speeches from youth participants, 
a presentation of donations collected during the 
program’s community food drive to the Wayman 
D. Palmer YMCA Food Pantry, recognition of 
outstanding leaders and the presentation of grad-

PhD, CEO of Big Brothers Big Sisters of North-
western Ohio, Big Brother’s Big Sister leader-
ship,  Ohio State Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr. 
and Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz.  

“Today is more than just a ceremony,” stated 
-

verance, leadership, and incredible potential that 
exists within every young person you see before 
you today. So to our parents, our guardians, our 
grandparents, thank you. Because without your 

Master of Ceremonies, EFL participant Jerome Davis

Ella Cheng, youth participant

Empowering Future Leaders Summer Program Class 
of 2026

graduation

support, they wouldn’t 
be here today.”

He continued “Like I 
say, it’s not a camp… 
it’s something you earn 
and have to work for...I’m proud of them and you should be too.”

 The program ran from June 8 – July 23, 2026, for youth ages eight-17. 
The Empowering Future Leaders (EFL) program focuses on four youth de-
velopment areas (aka Pillars): Life Skills, Leadership Development, Cul-
tural Competence and Career Development.

These pillars provide participants with the necessary tools to make better 
life decisions, enhance their educational experience and career readiness, 
and interact positively in diverse environments. This data-driven program 
is offered in-school, after school, and seven weeks during the summer.

Throughout the program, participants receive evidence-based training 
through educational activities and meet community members, business 

activities centered around one of the program’s four pillars. It creates op-
portunities for both program participants and the special guests to connect. 
(source: bbbsnwo.org)

The mission of Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Ohio is to pro-
-
-

ing individuals. The agency provides services to more than 1500 children 
annually in several different mentoring and leadership programs. It is the 
agency’s vision that every child who needs a mentor gets one. Through 
advanced programming, including the Empowering Future Leaders (EFL) 
program, the organization focuses on four youth development areas (aka 
Pillars): Life Skills, Leadership Development, Cultural Competence, and 
Career Development. 

Big Brothers Big Sisters of Northwestern Ohio is partially funded by The 
Lucas County Mental Health & Recovery Services Board. For more infor-
mation, please visit http://www.bbbsnwo.org/.
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