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The Place Where the Rainbow Never 
Ends
A brick, a beach and a lesson that never stopped moving
By Ben Jealous

Guest Column
came to stand with them grew. The city was forced to protect them. Rainbow 
Beach became a beach for everybody.

That victory was a blueprint. Black-led. Black and white together. Built on 
working people standing as one. Brave enough to take a beating. Disciplined 
enough to come back.

The lesson did not stay on the beach.
Soon after that summer, Stacey, Derrick, Jena and I went to Mississippi. 

Governor Kirk Fordice wanted to be rid of the state’s three Black public uni-
versities. He had already threatened to call out the National Guard rather than 
spend another dollar on them. Now he wanted to shut down Mississippi Valley 
State and put a prison on the campus.

He wanted Alcorn State gone. He wanted Jackson State made over into 
something else.

Alcorn is where Medgar Evers met Myrlie Beasley. They married on Christ-

night Medgar was shot dead in his own driveway.
Saving Alcorn meant saving the ground where that love began.
We organized. We pulled in white Mississippians who understood that a state 

that shuts down its Black colleges will not stop there. Norman’s theory, tested 
again, 700 miles from the lake.

The plan died. All three schools are open today.
Derrick stayed in Mississippi and went deeper into the place where labor, 

civil rights and politics meet. Today he is president and CEO of the NAACP. 
One of his early mentors down there was Charlie Horhn. Charlie brought 
Black and white workers at a Jackson factory into one union. He started the 

Bennie Thompson to Congress.

Clayola Brown is the president of the A. Philip Randolph Institute now. She 
sits in Norman’s chair. She was there in that room too, already carrying the 
same lesson forward.

The women and men Norman trained across the decades will gather in Chi-
cago at the end of this week. Legions from labor. Leaders in civil rights and 
politics as well. Our titles have changed. The bond has not.

The late Rev. Jesse Jackson built the Rainbow Coalition into a national force. 
In Chicago’s moral history, there is no Rainbow Coalition without Rainbow 
Beach.

And then there is the love story.
Velma Murphy became Velma Hill. They married the year after the brick. 

More than six decades of love, labor and civil rights.
But the marriage was never the point. It was the workshop.

movement marriage does. Medgar and Myrlie did it in Mississippi. Myrlie 
carried the work for decades after they killed him, and went on to lead the 
NAACP herself. The love did not end in that driveway. It went out into the 
world and made leaders.

It is what Derrick and Letitia do now, pouring into the organizers coming up 
behind them the way Norman poured into us.

I once asked Norman how he and Velma lasted so long.
“Find a woman who is as much of a warrior as you are,” he told me, “and 

marry her.”
What he built with her raised us. Stacey. Derrick. Jena. Me. Legions more 

across the decades. We came to them as students and they sent us out as lead-
ers, and every one of us is proud to count ourselves among Norman and Vel-
ma’s children in the movement.

The rainbow did not stop at the water’s edge. It ran through Randolph and 
Rustin. It ran through Medgar and Myrlie. It ran through Norman and Velma. 

it runs all through the NAACP family.
Norman’s eyesight has dimmed. His vision has not. At Rainbow Beach, and 

in every life it still touches, the rainbow never ends.
Ben Jealous is a professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania and 

former national president and CEO of the NAACP.

(TriceEdneyWire.com) - There is an 
old man in the movement who still brims 
with the courage and love forged on a 
Chicago beach.

His eyes do not work well anymore. It 
seems to bother him less than you would 
think. Norman Hill has always seen 
more with his head and his heart than 
most of us ever see with our eyes.

at the convention of the A. Philip Ran-
dolph Institute. He was its president. He 
and the labor leaders Bill Lucy, Richard 
Womack and Clayola Brown gathered 
two dozen young Black organizers who 
shared their vision. Lucy had helped lead 
the sanitation workers’ strike in Mem-
phis the week King was killed.

Stacey Abrams was one of us. Derrick Johnson was one. Jena Roscoe was 
one. I was one.

They passed down what A. Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin had taught 

take on both.
Norman learned that from those two men. He also learned it on a Chicago 

beach.

Council. She decided to test it. If students in the South could sit down at a 
lunch counter, young people in Chicago could wade into Lake Michigan.

Norman helped her build a group, Black and white together. Some wanted 
an all-Black action. Norman and Velma said no. Black leadership and Black 
and white people standing side by side were not rival ideas. Together they 
were the plan.

-
kets. They read books. They played checkers. They walked into the water.

and knocked her out cold. Norman picked her up and carried her off that beach. 

They went back anyway. Again and again, through the next summer, they 
claimed their beach. The papers carried Velma’s story, and the crowds that 
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Pete Hegseth … “I Want Raging Bulls!”
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

If you have not heard it by now, 
Secretary of Defense (aka: Secretary 
of War) Pete Hegseth now wants all 
military men over the age of 30 to get 
tested for their testosterone levels.

Yes, you heard it right! 
Pete Hegseth, who has a makeup 

of Defense, wants to know if “his” 
soldiers are up to the task of being 
raging bulls and warriors and, if not, 
he believes that it is related to their 
low testosterone levels.

No science…just Petey’s belief 
that if he is not seeing his soldiers 
go through brick halls with their bare 
shoulders or they are unable to rip dictionaries apart with their bare 

military troops.
Petey, who loves to cosplay being a John Wayne on steroids and who 

apparently spends a lot of time in front of his mirror grooming his hair 

he is, wants more.
He wants to yearly test his military troops (including women?) to see 

if they muster up to his images of they being Darth Vader and The Hulk 
combined.

Remember, this former part time Fox News host, is now in command 
over the military and he wants to materialize his daytime dreams of 
leading warriors into combat who are buffed with high testosterone lev-
els.

I wonder if Petey can, by his supernatural powers, simply pass by a 
soldier, and using his smell test, ferret out soldiers who deficient in 
their fighting skills due to his preconceived notion that “something is 
off” about them.

Now, he wants to burden the military with additional millions of dol-
lars in expenses to have all of those soldiers tested to see if they can run 
like a Jesse Owens and fight like a Bruce Lee!

Hopefully, medical science will step up to the plate and issue a de-
nouncement of this foolishness as being a distraction from more impor-
tant military issues.

Of course, then again, I am waiting to see Hegseth’s testosterone test 
results to see if his braying of the need for a more aggressive military 
man or woman meets his own performance demands found in his own 
blood draw.

You would also think that Hegseth would demand that the commander 
in chief of the Armed Services, our Dear Leader, would be the first to 
volunteer for this lunacy, much less the chief of staff of all of the mili-
tary branches and their subordinates.

 Yet, we have not heard a word from the medical community on the 
grave risks there is in giving out testosterone willy-nilly as Petey plans 
to do. No guidelines, no medical intervention, just Petey’s plan to “gin 
up” the military with a controlled substance.

No soldier in his or her right mind should agree to be tested like a 
guinea pig to satisfy the nuttiness of Pete Hegseth. 

Unless a doctor approves of such hormone therapy, the risks are nu-
merous and in the final analysis, what is the point other than to satisfy 
Petey that he is an Uber-Male, who in his dream state, visualizes him-
self as a Viking sacking and plundering Ireland and Scotland.

For anyone who is curious about testosterone and its adverse effects, 
check any credible medical journal or website (Mayo Clinic, for exam-
ple) and find out what are the complications and dire side effects from 
a person undergoing such a serious medical treatment.

Hopefully when the dust settles over this latest brain dead idea from 
Petey, that both parties of Congress and the medical professions will be 
proactive and demand answers to this half-baked idea.

Until I see Petey and our Dear Leader rolling up their sleeves for the 
blood draw for this moronic idea, soldiers should refuse to be part of this 
grand experiment on personal medical grounds and if need be, sue the 
Department of Defense.

Contact Lafe Toliver at lafe5x@gmail.com
 

Community Calendar
July 27
Community Knowledge Exchange Series Pt.1: School to Prison Pipeline | 
Suspension & Referral: Mott Branch Library; 4 to 8 pm; Discussion on the 
correlation between school policies and the prison system.

July 27-31
Warren AME Vacation Bible School: 5:45 to 7:15 pm; Dinner served from 5 to 
5:30: 419-243-2237

July 31-August 2
Eastern Star 65th Church Anniversary: Friday Worship Service at 7 pm (Fel-
lowship Dinner afterwards); Saturday – Free Community Picnic noon to 4 pm; 
Sunday Worship Service at 11 am and Closing Anniversary Service at 4 pm: 
419-726-1180

August 1
The Warren A.M.E. Church 2026 Matthew Project FREE Community Give-
away Event; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come and enjoy a variety of activities, 
including FREE clothes, commodities, food baskets, music, games, fun, and 
more.

August 2
University of Cincinnati Freshman Class Meet and Greet; BJ Restaurant; 2 
pm; An opportunity to see who’s headed to UC with you

August 8
Toledo Tanga Sister Cities monthly meeting on the second Saturday at Jera’s 
Heavenly Sweet Bakery 3059 Bancroft at 11 am. Come and help us plan the 
next International Drone Academy for students. 

August 15
Toledo Black Men’s Wellness Day: Scott High School; 7 am to noon; Orga-
nized by the African American Male Wellness Agency (AAMWA), this free 
community event is part of a national initiative to promote health equity, pre-
vention, and wellness for Black men and their families 

August 22
Sisters 4 Unity Fourth Annual Communities Against Gun Violence March 
& Unity Day; Smith Park; March begins at 10 am; Bringing together survi-

agencies and other partners for a day of remembrance, healing, connection, 
resources and community unity

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 
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... continued on page 7

Dr. Amy Acton Unveils Her Property Tax Relief 
Plan to Lower Costs and Deliver for Ohioans

munities with the highest home value appreciation rates.
-

tices
-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-

-

Ramaswamy Claims 
Black Americans Were 
Better Off in the 1960s 
During Jim Crow
Special to The Truth

-

-

Rep. Rogers Secures $2 
Million in Redirected 
Capital Budget Funding 
for Toledo Community 
Projects

-
-
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Aziz Greene’s mother Zakiyyah Triplett, father Guyiran Horton and New Order’s 
Gerald Rose

New Order Arrives in Town to Aid Prisoner’s 
Family
The Truth Staff

Gerald Rose, of the New Order National Human Rights Organization, put 
together a protest at the entrance of the Toledo Correctional Institution on 
Wednesday, July 15, to bring attention to the fact that a prisoner in state cus-
tody has apparently fallen ill and his family has been kept in the dark about 
his condition.

Aziz Greene, who has been serving time since 2023 on an aggravated bur-
glary charge in Lucas County Common Pleas Court, is the son of south To-
ledo resident Zakiyyah Triplett. Triplett has not been able to speak with her 
son since June 22 and cannot obtain accurate, up-to-date information on her 
son’s condition, she says.

Greene, in fact, was suddenly transferred from the Toledo Correctional 
Institution to Warren Correctional after only a few days at TCI without an 

“We are out here with a problem,” said Rose at the start of the protest in 
which about three dozen people turned out to lend support. “We know he’s 
not here but this is where he started. We just want to know the true facts. All 
of a sudden he’s acting kind of weird so we feel like something happened to 
him.”

“We could not get accurate information,” said Triplett describing her many 
attempts to discover what happened to her son. According to Triplett, she last 

and was soon to be released to general population. On June 24 she received 
a call from the prison telling her that her son “was non-responsive and non-
verbal” and that it had been necessary to take him to the hospital. 

“I was told my son just snapped,” she recalled. She was also told he had 
been moved to the Warren facility because they could not help in at Toledo.

Greene was transferred to Warren Correctional Institution in southern 
Ohio, which has a specialized unit to deliver mental health and crisis care. 

She then called the Warren facility and “was told that he could not talk, 

taken some drugs that rendered him non-responsive.
Eventually she was able to speak with her son but he was barely able to 

communicate – he kept telling her that he loved her but that was about all 
he could say. Several days later when she tried to call him, she was told by 

Over the last couple weeks, Triplett has been relentlessly attempting to un-
-

cult. She has contacted Toledo Correctional Institution and the state of Ohio.
“I m asking for responsibility, for accountability, for answers,” she says of 

her efforts. Her efforts have failed.
“They won’t answer questions. This is diabolical, they are treating people 

very inhumanely.”
Triplett is speaking occasionally with her son but he is not the same person 

and she still has no ideas what caused the sudden change – the 
Rose, a Toledo native, currently an Atlanta resident and the son of long-

time community activist Floyd Rose, has been involved in many issues in 

Toledo and around the country over the years, including the shooting of Ter-
rell Carter, Jr., by Toledo police last summer. 
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City Councilwoman Cerssandra McPherson hosts the Rededication 
Ceremony

Art Tatum Celebration Column Is Back in 
Place
The Truth Staff

The Art Tatum Celebration Column is back in place at the Huntington 
Center Plaza after undergoing extensive repairs. A rededication ceremony 
was held on Monday, July 13, to announce its return.

The restored sculpture was fully reassembled onsite, following the com-
pletion of repairs to the structural column supporting the sculpture and 
an offsite process to fully recoat the sculpture’s 88 black-and-white steel 
piano keys, as well as the replacement of silicone gaskets, cast glass ele-
ments and a complete update to the sculpture’s internal lighting system to 
restore evening illumination between the sculpture’s twisting piano keys, 
according to the Arts Commission.

Toledo City Councilwoman Cerssandra McPherson hosted the ceremony 
and noted that City Council has long dedicated one percent of eligible capi-
tal improvement funding to public art through the Arts Commission.

honors those who paved the way and creates lasting opportunities for edu-
cation, inspiration and community pride,” said McPherson.

McPherson also noted the appropriate return of the sculpture, just a few 
weeks before this year’s JazzFest which is dedicated to the legacy of Art 
Tatum.

The Celebration Column was dedicated in 2009 in a ceremony that fea-
tured the artistry of area jazz musicians Jon Hendricks, Claude Black and 
Clifford Murphy. The 27-foot-high spiraled column of stainless steel and 
glass was designed by Cork Marcheski, a musician, sculptor, producer who 
works in the Bay Area. He also carried out the repairs on the column.

Marc Folk, presi-
dent of the Arts Com-
mission, praised “the 
strong public/private 
partnership” that has 
been effective in en-
suring the pub art has 
a prominent place in 
Toledo. 

Toledo native Art Ta-
tum, a jazz pianist, is 
widely regarded as one 
of the greatest ever. 
Fellow musicians ac-
claimed Tatum’s tech-
nical ability as extraor-
dinary. “Too marvelous 
for words,” said Folk 
as he described what Tatum meant for jazz music and for Toledo. 
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Rep Rogers... continued from page 4

Board member Delise Simmons opens the prayer event

This year’s Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s Festival began with a 
new event – a Prayer in the Parking Lot. The new opening to the Festival 

Prayer in the Parking Lot
The Truth Staff

LC Commissioner Anita Lopez and Deborah Barnett

ects that will expand housing, strengthen behavioral health 
services, preserve historic landmarks, support individuals 
with epilepsy, and continue neighborhood revitalization in 
Toledo.

Through his advocacy, Rep. Rogers worked to redirect 
state dollars from projects that were no longer moving for-
ward, ensuring the funding would instead support high im-
pact investments across the community.

The funding includes:
  *   $750,000 for Mission Point permanent supportive housing.
  *   $400,000 for the Mudhens Fleetwood Building Improvement Project.
  *   $250,000 for infrastructure improvements at the Valentine Theatre.
  *   $250,000 for the Historic Ohio Theatre Renovation Project.
  *   $125,000 for Hopability Epilepsy Center of Northwest Ohio.
  *   $125,000 for Harbor Behavioral Health to support mental health services 

and workforce development opportunities for individuals with disabilities.
“These state dollars were no longer serving their original purpose,” said Rep. 

Rogers. “Rather than allowing these funds to remain tied to stalled projects, I 
worked to redirect them toward investments that will have a lasting impact for 
generations.”

The investments will expand supportive housing, preserve historic commu-
nity assets, improve access to behavioral health and epilepsy services, and con-

Elgin Rogers, 
Jr.

Week occurred on Monday, July 13 in the Monroe Street branch parking lot 
and Rev. Timothy Pettaway led the prayers.

The extremely hot late afternoon prayer session was well attended even 
-

The Prayer in the Parking Lot was followed by three days of intensive 
activity – the 21st African American Festival. 

The Festival culminated in the music concert on Friday night in the Hun-
tington Center.
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... continued on page 11

Sister Pamela Buganski was not present for 
the Thursday, July 16, ceremony which was the 
renaming of the Toledo Urban Federal Credit 

TUFCU Renames Dorr 
Street Location to The
LaValley Branch
By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

Angela Cattladge, TUFCU COO, reads 
proclamation from the Ohio State Senate

Dick LaValley and Suzette Cowell

City Councilman John Hobbs, III; Dick LaValley, 
State Rep. Elgin Rogers; LC Commissioner Anita 

Lopez, Suzette Cowell

Suzette Cowell and the LaValley family

Union Dorr Street lo-
cation to The LaValley 
Branch.

Sister Pam is, unfor-
tunately, not with us 
anymore but her mem-
ory certainly lives on. 
Sister Pam was the 
person who brought 
Toledo Urban FCU 
CEO Suzette Cowell, 
ThD, and Dick La-
Valley together and 
helped forge a friend-
ship, a mentorship, a 
partnership that led to 
the LaValley Founda-
tion’s donation to the 
credit union the funds 
to construct the cur-
rent building at the in-
tersection of Dorr and 
Detroit.

Sister Pam, the long-
time treasurer of the 
Sisters of Notre Dame, 
was committed to pur-
suing socially respon-
sible investments. She 
passed away in 2020 
but certainly was able 
to feel a sense of ac-
complishment in what 
she had started with 
that introduction nine 
years earlier.

That introduction 
and subsequent part-
nership enabled the 
credit union in De-
cember 2015 to move 
out of the cramped 
space in a nearby 
shopping mall into the 
free-standing build-
ing which has since 
become a valued part 
of the Junction/Engle-
wood community.

“You have changed 
a whole community,” 
Cowell said to LaVal-
ley during the renam-
ing ceremony. “You 
put pride back in this 
community; you put 
hope back in this com-
munity.”

On January 11, 2011, 
Sister Pam picked up 
Cowell and drove her 

Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union Host 
Annual Prayer Breakfast
By Dawn Scotland 

The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union continued its annual festival 
weekend with a prayer breakfast on Friday morning, July 17, at The Indi-
ana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church. Despite the weather, the sold-out 
event hosted over 200 hundred people engaged in fellowship and unity to 
commemorate 30 years of The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union.

The event was highlighted by numerous prayers from local leaders, 
special tributes and performances and breakfast catered by Marla Oden 
(Whisk Takers LLC.)  The Master of Ceremonies was District 1 City 
Councilman John Hobbs III. 

Following a welcome by lead pastor of Indiana Avenue Missionary 
Baptist Church Pastor William C. Foster and prayers from local leaders 
Suzette Cowell, founder/CEO of the Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union 
gave remarks and presented awards to the following 2026 Prayer Break-
fast Honorees:

• Mekelle Bly (Clinical Nurse Supervisor of Piedmont Medical Network 
Surgical Services Department) 

• Ebony Carter (Director of the Minority Business Assistance Center 
(MBAC)

• Rosalyn Clemens (Chief of the City of Toledo Department of Housing 
and Neighborhood Sustainability)

• Anita Hackett (Vice Chair of the Toledo Urban Resource Center) 
• Judge Nicole Khoury (Toledo Municipal Court)
• Laura Kropowski (Chief Executive Director of TARTA)
• Stephanie D. Kynard (Franchise Owner and Operator of Rita’s Italian 

Ice and Custard)
• Wanita Mayberry (Dedicated Volunteer of the African American Fes-

tival)
• Louis Newsom  (Owner & President of Systems Dynamics Commu-

nications) ... continued on page 10

Ivana Butler of the 
Toledo Opera sings

MC Councilman John 
Hobbs, III Suzette Cowell, ThD

Bishop Robert Culp, Suzette 
Cowell, Rev. John Jones

Ebony Carter, Rachelle Roy, Laura 
Koprowski
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Suzette Cowell, ThD

The Annual African American Parade
The Truth Staff

The annual African 
American Parade on 
Saturday morning, 
July 18, was a very 
appropriate way to 
start a day of celebra-
tion and entertain-
ment. After several 
days of general cloud-
iness and overcast 
skies due to the Cana-
dian wildfires, the sun 
burst through and the 
blue sky opened up on 
Saturday to welcome 
the paradors and the 
spectators.

And this day was 
even more special be-
cause it was the 30th 
anniversary for the 
Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union, the or-
ganizer of the African 
American Festival.

And it was larger 
than ever – schools, 
elected officials, local 
organizations, danc-
ing groups,  Jeeps, 
Corvettes and Sling-
shots. Bigger and bet-
ter and lots more can-
dy for the kids along 
the route.

As usual the parade 
started at the Door 
Street branch (now 
The LaValley Branch) 
of the credit union 
and proceeded east on 
Dorr towards down-
town.

The parade was part 
of several days of ac-
tivities related to the 
annual festival. On 
Monday, July 13, the 
credit union held a 
Prayer in the Park-
ing Lot, led by Rev. 
Timothy Pettaway. 
On Thursday morn-
ing, the Dorr Street 
branch was renamed 
The LaValley Branch 
and a Driver License 
Reinstatement Clinic 
was held later in the 
afternoon.

The annual Prayer 
Breakfast took place 
at Indiana Avenue 
Missionary Baptist 
Church on Friday 
morning and after the 
Saturday parade, the 
music festival on Sat-
urday night closed out 
the week’s activities.

HOURS OF
OPERATION:

MEDICAL
MON.-THURS. 8 AM TO 5:30 PM
SAT. 8 AM TO NOON • SUN. CLOSED

ADDRESS
12 N. ST. CLAIR STREET
TOLEDO, OH 43604
419-720-7883

PHARMACY
MON.-FRI. 9 AM TO 6 PM
SAT. 9 AM TO 1 PM • SUN. CLOSED

DOC MARTIN’S
r e m e dy s h o p p e  & a p o t h e c a ry

PHARMACY • ICE CREAM • SUNDRIES • MEDICAL CARE

HOME TO THE CLINIC ON ST. CLAIR

PHARMACY SERVICES
QUESTIONS & PRESCRIPTIONS: 
419-720-7883, EXT. 1088

MEDICAL CARE
(WALK-INS WELCOME)

QUESTIONS & APPOINTMENTS: 
419-720-7883, EXT. 1050 OR 1089

SUNDRIES AND LOTS 
OF GREAT ICE CREAM
419-720-7887, EXT. 1056

FREE PARKING AT GLASS CITY GARAGE!

Now Open!

State Rep. Elgin Rogers and a protege
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Beat the 2026 Summer Heat With This Cost-
Cutting Home Prep Checklist
Special to The Truth

As the country braces for a predicted “hotter-than-normal” summer, home-

-

-

-

-

-

seasonal weather.

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union.. continued from page 8

air inside and your electricity bills down.

-

summer. This direction pushes colder air downward and creates a wind-chill 

-

Courtesy StatePoint

-

-
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TUFCU...continued from page 8

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Dear People of Faith,
The “Unwanted Firearms Disposal event” held on June 13, which was 

sponsored by the Multifaith Coalition to Reduce Gun Violence, was highly 
successful. 107 guns were chopped up and some of the gun parts were 
made into art pieces. 

Two priests brought their mobile forges and used them to turn gun parts 
into garden tools and necklace pieces such as crosses and hearts. Over 60 
cars drove through the process. Almost 50 volunteers helped make the 
event happen, representing 10 churches and organizations that participated 
in the event. Thanks to Monroe Street United Methodist Church for hosting 
the event, and to all of the volunteers who made it possible!

At the July 14 monthly meeting of the City’s “Community Action Table 
(CAT),” we heard about the great need to support those affected by the Old 
West End Festival shooting, and other recent shootings. If you’d like to 
help, *donate here to the Healing and Compassion Fund* (through Unit-
ed Way) to support victims of gun violence. See below for notes of this 
month’s CAT meeting, and slides from the presentation.

The quarterly data on slides 21-26 reports that fatal shooting homicides 

Neighborhood Safety and Engagement, Save Our Community and many 
local organizations and individuals, who are all committed to continue ef-
forts to prevent the loss of even one life from guns.

Upcoming Community Events:
July 29 7:00 p.m. Vigil to End Violence *at Trinity Episcopal Church, 

316 Adams St. All are welcome and wanted at this prayer service. Flyer 
attached.

August Events:
August 1 11:00 a.m. Yoga & Mindfulness Fundraiser for the Healing and 

Compassion Fund at Glass City Pavilion. All are welcome. Flyer attached, 
with registration link.

August 22 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m. Fourth Annual Communities Against 
Gun Violence March & Unity Day at Smith Park, 3530 Dorr St. Memorial 
March will begin at 10:00 a.m. Organized by Sisters 4 Unity. Complete this 
participation and support form by Friday,

August 14. Donate here <https://cash.app/$S4U419> to help fund the 
event.

with the hope of securing a donation from the LaValley family fund, 
a fund that has been generously donating to 
Sister Pam and Cowell were seeking a donation in the amount of perhaps 
$10,000. LaValley, however, was looking to make a substantial donation 
in the central city. That, of course, would turn out to be the credit union 
Dorr Street building, now The LaValley Branch.

“You changed everything,” said Cowell about the impact on the com-
munity. “We have extended $11 million in loans to the community since 
then. This was for the community.”

Dick LaValley and the LaValley family’s contribution to the credit 
union and the community was also commemorated by a number of elect-

State Rep. Elgin Rogers, Jr. brought greetings and a proclamation from 
the Ohio House of Representatives to celebrate the efforts of the LaVal-
ley family.

“When we invest in people, it takes vision, it takes people who care; 
there’s more to this credit union than just serving people, it’s a legacy of 
love,” Rogers said before reading the proclamation.

The Ohio Senate also sent a similar proclamation commemorating the 
LaValley family for “working to remove the barriers.” The Senate pro-
vided a “testament to the respect [the LaValley family} has earned across 
the state.”

Lucas County Commissioner Anita Lopez praised Dick LaValley for 
doing more than just giving money, she commended him for establishing 
a “mentorship/tutor-
ship relationship with 
Suzette.”

City Councilman 
John Hobbs, III, came 
with the Council 
proclamation. Hobbs 
expressed his appre-
ciation for the direct 
action that the LaVal-
ley family had taken in 
the matter of the credit 
union. “You need more 
than prayer, you need 
action to go with that 
prayer … this family 
has been that action.”

The LaValley name 
is now on the side of 
the building facing 
Dorr Street – highly 
visible to drivers and 
passengers on the 
busy Dorr and Detroit 
streets.



  ... continued on page 13

Celeste Regine Smith Obituary
The Truth Reporter

Celebrating the Beautiful Life of
Celeste Regine Hogan-Smith
Sunrise: November 28, 1962 ~ Sun-

set: July 11, 2026
With profound love, deep sorrow, and 

immense gratitude for a life so beauti-
fully lived, we celebrate the life and 
legacy of Celeste Regine Hogan-Smith, 
who peacefully received her heavenly 
wings on the morning of July 11, 2026, 
at the age of 63, with the love of her 
life and devoted husband, Dr. Carnel L. 
Smith, faithfully by her side.

Born on November 28, 1962, in Can-
ton, Ohio, to LaVaughn Hogan and the late George Ellis Hogan Jr., Celeste 
entered this world as a radiant light, destined to touch countless lives. Her 
mother lovingly named her after a beautiful piece of jewelry she admired, 
and throughout her life, Celeste truly embodied that name—a precious gem 
whose brilliance illuminated every room she entered.

To know Celeste was to know unconditional love, unwavering loyalty, 
boundless generosity, and extraordinary compassion. She possessed a mag-
netic spirit, a contagious laugh, and a heart large enough to embrace every-
one, fortunate enough to cross her path. Whether she was serving her com-
munity, supporting a friend in need, advocating for families, or celebrating 
life’s milestones with those she loved, Celeste gave her whole heart. She 
wore her many titles proudly—Wife, Mother, Daughter, Sister, Aunty, Safta, 

role with grace, dedication, and unconditional love.
A proud graduate of Timken High School’s Class of 1981, Celeste demon-

strated courage and curiosity from an early age. As a Canton Rotary Foreign 
Exchange Student, she courageously traveled to Brazil, where she spent a 
year immersing herself in the language, culture, traditions, and beauty of 

eager to embrace the world and its people.
Celeste furthered her education at Spring Arbor University in Michigan, 

earning a Bachelor’s degree in Family Life Education and a Master’s degree 
in Counseling. Her passion for helping others led her to become a Licensed 

expanding her ability to advocate for and serve those facing life’s greatest 
challenges.

For more than four decades, Celeste dedicated her professional life to 
healthcare, counseling, family services, and community advocacy. Her re-
markable career included service with St. Vincent Mercy Medical Center, 

Toledo Lucas County Commission on Minority Health, where she served as 

Director. Most recently, alongside her dear friend and business partner Tina 

-
passion, challenging others to become their best selves while ensuring they 
always felt seen, heard, and loved.

Celeste’s commitment to her community was simply unmatched. She was a 
tireless champion for health equity, education, youth development, and fam-
ily wellness. Her advocacy for the March of Dimes became one of her life’s 
most meaningful missions. She fought passionately for maternal and infant 
health, racial equity, and improved outcomes for families across Northwest 
Ohio. Her voice, leadership, and unwavering determination changed lives 
and inspired others to serve with the same level of excellence and compas-
sion.

A proud member and supporter of numerous organizations, Celeste poured 
herself into community service through the Maumee Bay Women’s Club, 
Coffee and Conversations Women’s Group, The Movement and countless 
fundraising, mentoring, and volunteer efforts. She served as a Scott High 

Group, and organized meals and support for student athletes and teams. She 
-

can culture through music, dance, fellowship, and joy.
While her professional accomplishments were extraordinary, nothing 

brought Celeste greater pride than her family.
Celeste met and married the love of her life, Dr. Carnel Lorenzo Smith, and 

together they shared a beautiful marriage rooted in friendship, faith, laugh-
ter, mutual admiration, and unwavering devotion. They recently celebrated 
19 years of marriage on June 23, 2026, and their love story remains a beauti-
ful testament to partnership and commitment.

She was immensely proud of her two beloved children. Her cherished 
daughter, Arielle M. Stanley of Houston, Texas, a Licensed Clinical So-

and dedication to helping others. Her beloved son, Carnel Lorenzo Smith 

degree in IT and Engineering, was the joy of her heart and one of her proud-
est accomplishments.

As a daughter, Celeste lovingly cared for her mother, LaVaughn Hogan, 
ensuring she was surrounded by comfort, dignity, and love. As a sister, she 
shared an extraordinary bond with her younger sister, Jill Hogan. Though 
Celeste proudly assumed the role of “big sister boss,” their relationship was 

brother by blood, Robert Caldwell Sr. “Ali” was a brother to Celeste in every 
way that mattered. She loved him deeply and could always depend on him 

she made us cry tears of joy and made our hearts so proud of the dynamic 
woman she became.

Beyond all her accomplishments, Celeste knew how to celebrate life. She 
found joy in the simple and beautiful things, whipping up her delicious 
meals for many to enjoy, she loved sunshine on her face, sand beneath her 
feet, ocean waves rolling onto shore, and the laughter of family and friends 
gathered together, enjoying loved ones just sitting on the porch in conversa-
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Celeste Regine Smith...continued from page 12

Books for Physical and Mental Health by various authors
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Every square inch of your calendar is full.
Summer’s like that, and you have no time for 

laying low or even getting sick. So stay well, 
take care of yourself, and read these great health-
related books…

Common sense says that you should listen to 
your body. If it hurts, stop. If you’re thirsty, drink. In the new book Organ 
Speak: What It Really Means to Listen to Our Bodies by Giulia Enders, 
illustrated by Jill Enders (HarperOne, $30), you’ll see why it’s essential 
to pay better attention to your inner workings, and how to do it. This is an 
easy-to-understand book that will actually make you very impressed with 
yourself. You’re a complex, wonderful thing. Take care of you.

It should come as no surprise that kids change you. But in Dad Brain: 
The New Science of Fatherhood and How It Shapes Men’s Lives by 
Darbe Saxbe, PhD (Flatiron Books, $29.99), you’ll learn how the life-
time alterations that any father can experience could go deeper and wid-
er, physically, emotionally, and socially. Surprise: fatherhood alters non-
biological Dads, too. Find out how that happens.

Summer is a time when you want to participate in sports or just outdoor 
family activities. If everything hurts too much to even think about that, 
then you need Unlearn Your Pain: The Science of Recovering from 

c. 2026
various publishers

$29.99 - $35
various page counts

Chronic Pain, Fa-
tigue, Anxiety, and 
Depression by How-
ard Schubiner, MD 
(The Open Field, $35). 
Here, you’ll get a plan 
for re-wiring your 
brain to deal with the 
pain your feel, wheth-
er it’s physical or 
mental pain. Ask your 
doctor if this might 
be a good companion 
to current treatment, 
then try what’s in this 
book. It can’t…. um, 
hurt.

Along those same 
lines, look for Re-
wired: The Break-

tion with the sound of soft windchimes in her ear. The beach was her happy 
place. She loved traveling, making memories, sharing stories, and creating 
the perfect cocktail for any occasion. Her warmth, hospitality, and vibrant 
spirit made everyone feel welcome. She truly lived life with enthusiasm, 
gratitude, and an unmatched zest for happiness.

Celeste was preceded in death by her beloved father, George Ellis Hogan 
Jr., and her loving sister-in-law, Angela Smith.

She leaves to cherish her memory and celebrate her remarkable legacy: 
her devoted husband, Dr. Carnel Lorenzo Smith; adored daughter, Arielle 
M. Stanley (Devon) of Houston, Texas; loving son, Carnel Lorenzo Smith II 
(“Champ”); two treasured granddaughters, Janiah and Lamaya Stanley; be-
loved mother, LaVaughn Hogan; mother-in-love Rosa Smith, mother-in-love 
Vickie Hogan; father-in-love, Curly Bills (Diane); beloved baby sister, Jill 
Hogan (Kelvin Jackson) Jonesboro, AR; sisters-in-love Jacqueline Leach-
man and Mona Bills; brothers-in-love, Willie Smith, Andre Bills, Bruce 
Bills, Audric Bills Dayton, Ohio, and Antonio Bills (Valerie) of Washington, 
D.C.; loved like a son, Tillman Gibbs; loved godson, Blake Thomas (Skyler 
Martinez); loved goddaughters, Rakaiya Phillips and Janiyah Adams;

She is also lovingly remembered by her cherished sister-friend and busi-
ness partner, Tina Butts, along with her special nieces and nephews Steve 

Aja Showers (Jeremiah), An-
thony Leachman Jr., Joshua Smith, Jacob Smith, Willie Smith, Charisma 
Smith, Terrance Bennett, Malaysia Warren, Makayla Smith, Kennedy Woods 
and a host of extended family members, godchildren, friends, colleagues, 
community partners, and countless individuals whose lives were forever en-
riched by her love.

Though our hearts are broken by her absence, we take comfort in knowing 
that Celeste lived a life of extraordinary purpose. Her legacy is not measured 

through Tapping Method to Stop Overthinking, Calm Your Body, and 
Finally Feel at Ease by Nick Ortner, Jessica Ortner and Alex Ortner 
(Hay House, $32). Can relief for your anxiety and speeding brain really 

ranging book that might help.

Look for Self-Help from the Middle Ages: What the Seven Deadly Sins 
Can Teach Us About Living by Peter Jones (Doubleday, $30) and see 
how Medieval physicians and patients dealt with the peccadilloes of hu-
mans and the way they behaved back then. This is a fun book, a histo-
rian’s delight, and it might just teach you a thing or two about your body, 
something that’s as old as time.

Be sure to check with your doctor if you’re not feeling well, and if these 

books on a wide variety of illnesses, ailments and maladies, from First 
Aid to self help. Be sure to ask because, like your calendar this summer, 
the shelves are full.



How Business Owners Balance Business and 
Personal Finance
Special to The Truth

For successful business owners, managing wealth extends far beyond 
balance sheets — it requires carefully orchestrating growth, balancing 

business succession planning and legacy.
PNC’s “Business Owner Wealth Insights Report” is the product of a 

-
ity between business and private banking, balancing business and per-
sonal growth, family dynamics and governance, and philanthropy and 
legacy.

-
cession planning and legacy, the need for a truly integrated approach has 
never been clearer,” said Don Heberle, head of PNC Private Bank. “This 
report shines a light on how prepared business owners are for navigating 
the complex intersections of business and personal wealth and the keys 
for unlocking stronger outcomes for families, businesses and communi-
ties.”

Connectivity Between Business and Private Banking
-

nances are managed separately. Respondents believe there are potential 

interest. Still, 89% say they are interested in receiving advice that consid-
ers both their business and personal needs, and 88% of respondents say 
they value having a dedicated advisor who understands both.

Business and personal goals are reviewed at similar intervals, with the 
-

nance goals (75%) at least quarterly.

The Balance Between Business and Personal Growth
There is

Most owners (91%) agree that achieving both personal and professional 
growth is equally important, but that success does not come without bar-

• Personal time and resources (53%)
• Financial constraints or market conditions (44%)
• Choosing between business reinvestment and personal use of the busi-

Family Dynamics and Business Governance
Most survey respondents (92%) agreed that it is important to have a 

formal governance structure for their business. Separately, 84% said suc-
cession and exit planning is critical to the continuity of their business. 
Yet, only 63% said they have a formal exit or succession plan.

of time (19%).
Philanthropy and Legacy
Philanthropy plays a meaningful role in legacy planning. Two-thirds of 

respondents view philanthropy as part of their legacy, and 81% structure 
-

nancially, and many involve family members — either actively (43%) or 
in future plans (26%).

“Today’s business owners are shaping legacy across generations,” He-
berle said. “When business and personal strategies are aligned, they are 
better positioned to create lasting impact.”

Courtesy StatePoint

Page 14 July 22, 2026



Call to place your ad: 
419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

  Page 15                     July 22, 2026   

                               

CLASSIFIEDS    

    

Mental Health & Recovery Services Board 
of Lucas County (1473)

is accepting applications for the
 following position:

System Fiscal Risk Manager 
 
SUMMARY
The System Fiscal Risk Manager is responsi-
ble for evaluating the financial and program-
matic stability of current and prospective ser-
vice providers to support funding decisions 
and ensure compliance with board policies 
and regulatory requirements. This position 
conducts risk assessments, monitors sub-
recipient performance, reviews audits, and 
analyzes financial and operational data to 
identify potential risks and strengthen over-
sight activities.

EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE

business administration or a related field. 
Experience in compliance, auditing, financial 
analysis, grants management, or provider 
oversight. Experience working with subrecipi-
ent monitoring, risk assessment, or govern-
ment-funded programs.

Starting salary: $51,200 – $57,600 salary 
consideration based on education and ex-
perience.

For detailed position description and to 
apply please visit:
https://tinyurl.com/MHFRM

Equal Opportunity Employer

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER SERVICES

RFP26-R006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Health Insurance Broker Services in 
accordance with RFP26-R008. Received in accordance with law until August 07, 2026, at 3:00 PM 
EST.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org;  424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 

requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Cov-
ered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.                      

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
THURGOOD MARSHALL SENIOR HOUSING LLC

CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK (CMAR)

Thurgood Marshall Senior Housing LLC & Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals 
for a Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) – Thurgood Marshall Senior Apartments. Received 
in accordance with law until August 05, 2026, at 3:00 PM ET.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 
424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to 

Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 covered contract, and any Section 3 Business 
Concerns are encouraged to apply.                                       
                  

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
AFFORDABLE ASSISTED LIVING GOVERNMENT RELATIONS SERVICES

RFP26-R006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Affordable Assisted Living Govern-
ment Relations Services in accordance with RFP26-R006. Received in accordance with law until 
July 06, 2026, at 3:00 PM EST.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org;  424 Jackson Street., Toledo, 

Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. This contract 
opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged 
to apply.                                             
                  

    

Consultants or Organizations Needed
 
The Mental Health & Recovery Services 
Board (MHRSB) of Lucas County is seeking 
proposals from qualified consultants or orga-
nizations to facilitate the development of its 
Access in Action Plan. This framework will 
identify and address community barriers to 
behavioral health care, including awareness, 
navigation, geography, language, stigma, and 
system complexity. Key Dates: Virtual Bid-
ders Conference is June 26, 2026. Electronic 
proposals must be submitted to netmail@
lcmhrsb.oh.gov no later than July 23, 2026, 
at 5:00 p.m. ET. For complete RFP specifi-
cations and submission criteria, visit www.
lcmhrsb.oh.gov/publicnotice/.

    

“JAZZ ON THE LAWN”, at The Refreshing 
Place, 2500 Nebraska Ave, on Saturday, July 
25th, from 5-9pm, admission is $15.00/per-
son. Featuring local musicians. Bring your 
lawn chairs.



Keke Wyatt

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union Celebrates 
30 Years of Service at the 21st Music Festival
By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union has been the host of the annual 
celebration of the Toledo African American community since 2005. In tra-
ditional fashion of the African American Festival, the celebration kicked off 
with the honorary prayer breakfast and parade down Dorr Street. 

The Annual festival maintains the historical reference of the enrichment 
and transformative surrounding that is the origin of the Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union. The celebration concluded this year as always with the festi-
val’s most recent transformation for a family friendly gathering, a music fest 
of multi-generational performances for all ages. 

chart-topping additions such as Eric Benet, Midnight Star, Tiffany Campbell 
Fryer, Keke Wyatt, and the young-uncle vocal sensation, EJ Jones. The sets 
ranged from nostalgic hip shakers like “No Parking on the Dance Floor” by 
Midnight Star,  to the newest airway groove “Gas Station Love” by EJ Jones. 

Walston, ThD, opened up an electric conversation with Toledo Urban’s CEO 
and Founder, Suzette Cowell, ThD; Pastor Tim Pettaway and Strategic Advi-
sor Latoya Morgan, on the state of the credit union. 

Cowell recollected challenges she faced during the vandalism and theft of 
ATM’s following the opening of the new buildings. Sharing the obstacles 

-
tion. In spite of the interruption to service, Cowell remains committed 

stated Cowell. Morgan shared plans for Toledo Urban to further the outpour-
ing of love to the community with the opening of a full service resource 
center. It is expected to house full wrap-around resources for families and 
individuals to address gaps in personal as well as professional economic de-
velopment.

“The years went by fast but it seems like we are needed now more than 
ever” added Cowell on her years of service. 

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz honored Cowell’s contributions to the Toledo 
community with a key to the city and a proclamation for July 18 to be recog-
nized as Suzette Cowell Day, an honor to the contributions, the value and the 
impact Cowell has brought to the community. 

Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union will be announcing more on the open-
ing of the resource center later this year and is currently coordinating inter-

media for more information.

Suzette Cowell and Mayor Wade 
Kapszukiewicz

The mother and son MCs - Kristian Brown and Isaiah Brenneman

EJ Jones and some fans

Eric Benet

Valerie Walston, ThD; Suzette Cowell, ThD; Rev. Tim Pettaway; Latoya Morgan
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