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Toledo’s Defining Choice

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

Money isthe mother’s milk of palitics.

Toledo is about to tax itself for decisions made in Columbus. According to
Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, those decisions have cost this city $288 million
since 2008. In November, Toledoans get to vote on who made them.

The 2026 governor’s race comes down to one question: does the next gover-
nor see Toledo as a city worth investing in — or a budget line worth cutting?
Toledo'sBlack community hasmoreriding on thisanswer than the mainstream
coverage suggests and cannot afford to sit this one out.

The Race

Vivek Ramaswamy isabiotech billionaire and former 2024 presidential can-
didate. Dr. Amy Acton ran Ohio’s public health department during COVID,
briefing Ohioans daily and guiding us through the pandemic. Cook Political
Report recently moved this race from “Lean Republican” to “Toss Up.” Poll-
ing has them essentially tied at 46-45. Thisraceisreal.

Acton has outraised Ramaswamy from actual donorsin 2026 — $11.5 mil-
lion to $9.6 million — with 58 percent of her donors being Ohioans versus
16 percent of his. But Ramaswamy loaned himself $25 million, and his super
PAC has raised an additional $29.5 million. He has the money advantage. The
question iswhether it can buy what hisimage so far has not.

Look at the campaign finance numbers from a Toledo perspective. Acton
drives a UAW-built Jeep around Ohio. Ramaswamy spent more than half amil-
lion dollarsleasing a private jet through what appears to be his own company, V
Leasing LLC, according to the Ohio Capita Journd. In a city where the mayor
uses the Jeep plant as his benchmark for economic pain, that is not incidental.

What One Governor Can Actually Do

So far, the campaigns have left something important unsaid. Republicans
hold a veto-proof supermajority in both chambers. When Governor DeWine
— aRepublican — vetoed 67 provisions from last year's state budget, the leg-
idature recalled members from their summer break and overrode severa pro-
visions anyway. A governor’s veto sows a supermgjority. It does not stop one.

No governor can restore Toledo’'s $288 million by winning thisrace. Thelegis-
lature controlsthat money. What the governor controlsisthe veto pen, the execu-
tive appointments, the bully pulpit, and the negotiating table. Those tools matter
— the difference between a governor who fights for cities and one who doesn’t
isreal — but Toledo voters deserve honest expectations, not campaign promises.

What Each Candidate Means for Toledo

Ramaswamy wants to eliminate Ohio’s state income tax. Toledo has been
living the answer to what that means — $288 million gone in 18 years. His
platform hasn't addressed it. With a supermajority legidature at his back,
there's no pressure to.

Acton’s platform centers on affordability — child tax credits, drug price
transparency, medical debt relief, full public school funding. Her veto pen
would slow further cuts even if she cannot reverse 18 years of them. One po-

-JesseUnruh

litical observer raised a cautionary note worth hearing: “she (Acton) and her
running mate may be positioning themselves too far left for a state that needs
the center to win.” So, it is worth watching whether she adjusts as the general
election unfolds.

Two of Ohio's largest labor organizations have weighed in. The International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Ohio — 27,000 members statewide — en-
dorsed Acton. So did the UAW, whose Region 2B Director Dave Green said
Ohioans “don’t need another corrupt politician backed by billionaires” UAW
members build Jeepsin Toledo. The IBEW wires buildings across L ucas Coun-
ty. When those unions move together in aracethis close, it matters.

The Question Toledo Needs Answered

It'sbeenalong, hot summer injust afew short weeksfor Toledo, living through
the shootings, the safety tax, the prevention programs on patchwork grants, the
neighborhoods carrying what Columbus stopped sending. From where | Sit,
neither candidate has yet made a compelling case to Toledo’s Black commu-
nity about what truly changes when either candidate wins— and what staysthe
same, because the supermajority remains.

Before November, demand that case. Which candidate has area plan for cit-
ieslike Toledo that accounts for the constraints they will genuinely face? Which
one will use every tool available to dow the hemorrhage that costs Toledo $16
million per year before we bleed out? Which one sees Toledo as a city worth
fighting for?

Gasisexpensive. Groceries are expensive. Utilities are off the chain. A safety
tax iscoming. Toledo is about to tax itself for decisions made in Columbus. No-
vember 3 is the most defining choice Toledo has had in years.

Make it count.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.
org

Community Calendar

July 27-31
Warren AME Vacation Bible School: 5:45 to 7:15 pm; Dinner served from 5 to
5:30: 419-243-2237

August 1

The Warren A.M.E. Church 2026 Matthew Project FREE Community Give-
away Event; 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Come and enjoy a variety of activities,
including FREE clothes, commodities, food baskets, music, games, fun, and
more.

August 8

Toeldo Tanga Sister Cities monthly meeting on the second Saturday at Jera’s
Heavenly Sweet Bakery 3059 Bancroft at 11 am. Come and help us plan the
next International Drone Academy for students.
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A Nation That ForgetsltsHigory |sBound to Fall

When we forget the first fights over voting rights, we forget who profits when the many are

divided.

By Ben Jealous

Guest Column

Voting rights are back in the news
because some people are still trying to
decide whose votes deserve trust. In
Georgia, the Justice Department and
FBI under President Donald Trump
have reopened questions around Ful-
ton County’s 2020 election records
after agents seized hundreds of boxes
of ballots.

The Associated Press reports the
FBI has assigned 260 analysts and op-
erations staff to review them. Fulton
County includes most of Atlanta and
sits at the heart of Georgia's transfor-
mation. It hasalarge Black electorate,
growing Latino and Asian American
communities, and many newer resi-
dents drawn by the Atlanta region’'s
jobs and universities.

It voted against President Trump. Yet Georgia's 2020 result was not
some partisan rumor. Local officials counted the ballots. The state count-
ed them three times, including once by hand. Republican officials certi-
fied the result. Each count confirmed the same outcome. That matters
because vote suppression has often followed the same pattern: discredit
the voters, divide the people, deprive enough citizens of the ballot, and
move power upward.

The country has largely forgotten one of its earliest broad voting rights
victories: the campaign to end property qualifications for white men. In
many states, a man could be white, free, taxed, armed and called to de-
fend the Revolution — and still be denied the vote because he did not
own enough property.

Those men did not suffer as long as Black men, women, Native people
or others shut out of democracy. Their exclusion still reveals the old fault
line. Power rightfully belongs to the people.

Yet wealthy interests have often tried to keep too much of it for them-
selves. Some people profit from our forgetting. If we forget that landless
white men once had to fight for the vote, we can miss the pattern when it
returns in new clothes.

Benjamin Franklin saw the absurdity. He told the story of a man whose
vote depended on owning ajackass worth enough money to qualify him.
When the animal died, the man lost the vote. Franklin asked the obvious
question: “In whom istheright of suffrage? In the man or in thejackass?”

Thomas Paine gave the moral answer. “Man did not enter into society
to become worse than he was before, nor to have fewer rights than he had
before, but to have those rights better secured.”

Thereisirony in President Trump’s love of President Andrew Jackson.
Jackson and his allies built the Democratic Party with a founding prom-
ise: government should answer to the landless many, not merely the prop-
ertied few. Jackson's democracy was badly bounded. It excluded Black
people, women and Native people. His politics also embraced slavehold-
ing white supremacy.

Still, he saw one danger clearly. In his veto of the national bank, he
warned that “the rich and powerful too often bend the acts of government
to their selfish purposes.” That warning fits this moment.

Vote suppression has often worked by discrediting voters, dividing
working people against one another, and depriving the many of their full
voice so some rich and powerful people can bend government toward
themselves. That was much of the logic of monarchy: divide and conquer.
It was much of the logic of Jim Crow: tell poor white people their enemy
is Black freedom.

It was true in the 1820s. It was true in the 1920s, when immigrants
from predominantly Catholic countrieslike Ireland and Italy were cast as
threats to real America.

It is true today, when immigrants from predominantly Catholic coun-
tries like Haiti and Mexico are made into scapegoats again. Tell rural
voters their enemy is city voters. Tell Election Day voters their enemy is

mail voters. The tools change. The purpose often does not.

Property requirements became poll taxes. Poll taxes became literacy
tests. Literacy tests gave way to purges, ID rules, closed polling places
and attacks on early voting, same-day registration and mail ballots. The
burden comes as paperwork, deadlines, long lines, missing names and
ballots questioned after the people have spoken.

A poll tax charged money. A long line charges time. Cutting early vot-
ing can tax people who do not control their schedules. Restricting mail
ballots can tax seniors, disabled voters, rural voters and caregivers.

The Rev. Jesse Jackson spent hislife widening the meaning of the many.
He urged young people to hold “adiplomain one hand” and “avoter reg-
istration card in that other hand.” Education and the ballot. Knowledge
and power.

| come to this history as a son of the Revolution, the abolitionist move-
ment, and the Southern populist tradition that rose in the decades after
the Civil War and united working men across color lines. My great-great-
grandfather, Edward David Bland, was born enslaved and died a Virginia
legislator. He helped build the Readjuster Party, a post-Civil War, multi-
racial voting rights movement that brought together Black men who had
been enslaved and white men who had fought for the Confederacy.

Their cause was schools, fairer taxes, debt relief, voting rights and de-
mocracy. When they gained power, they abolished Virginia's poll tax.
After they were broken, Virginia's ruling Democrats wrote a new consti-
tution in 1902 that brought the poll tax back with literacy tests and other
barriers. Black voters were almost wiped out as a political force. White
voting was cut roughly in half.

The old ruling class knew whose coalition it was trying to prevent from
rising again. Imagine if every schoolchild learned that the poll tax was
not only an attack on Black voting power but also on poor white voting
power.

We might see the trick more clearly when it returnsin new clothes. The
Democratic donkey did not come from Franklin’s parable. It came from
Jackson’s enemies calling him ajackass, an insult he embraced and car-
toonists later made stick.

Still, the echo is hard to miss. If Democrats keep the jackass, they
should remember Franklin’s question. The right was never in the jack-
ass. It was never in the deed, the poll tax, the ID card, the Tuesday work
schedule, the mailbox or the database.

The right is in the people. Every generation that won more democracy
ultimately did so by resisting efforts by the few to divide the many. That
is our work now: remember the history, reject the division, and defend
the vote for every one of us.

Jealousisa professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania and
former national president and CEO of the NAACP.

(A Grant up to $1,500 towards your h

Mortgage Closing Costs!"
DO YOU QUALIFY?

* Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area?
* Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements®
* Asigned purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

@ |statebank

YourStateBank.com

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805
419.228.3361

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604
419.508.0806

Member

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions FDIC CENDER
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval. NMLS 403044
'Actual amount applied at closing.

2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana,
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.

Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial

\/nsmutions Examination Council). /
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TheTwo July 4ths. Which Did You Celebrate

By John E. Warren, DMin, Publisher
San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper
Chairman of the Board of Directors, NNPA

It was like a “Tale of Two Cities’: The best of
times and the Worst of Times.

It was the best of times for the hundreds of im-
migrants that were sworn in as U.S. naturalized
citizens across this great land. Their swearing
in was a manifestation of the provisions of the
14th Amendment creating citizenship status for
persons not born in this country; a provision of
the 14th Amendment to the Constitution just as important as citizenship
by birth. This is the provision that President Trump tried to get the U.S.
Supreme Court to nullify, the Birthright Citizenship case which the Court
rejected.

While many recited the Preamble to the Declaration of Independence
words stating that “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are
created equal, that they are endowed by their Creator with certain unalien-
able Rights; that among these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happi-
ness, That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among men,
deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed....”

Many among us are being denied those very rights today as evidenced
by armed troops on the streets of our cities and Federal agents killing and
imprisoning immigrants, citizens and anyone who appears to be out of step
with this administration.

The celebrations, parades and millions of dollars spent on fireworks left
many of us to remember to question those events with the immortal words
of Frederick Douglass when he raised his rhetorical question during the
1852 76th anniversary celebration of America's independence; “WHAT
TO THE NEGRO (BLACK PEOPLE) ISYOUR FOURTH OF JULY....?

TODAY ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY FOUR YEARS LATER, the
question is still all too real.

For those of us concerned about the police state and kingship that Donald
Trump would establish, let us take heart in the fact that today we have tools
that Douglass did not have. In addition to the Constitution with its 13th,
14th and 15th Amendments, the only thing we lack to make change is the
will to get involved and do so.

Let's start right where we live. Let’s start with the issue of making sure
that each of us can vote, register and prepare to do so. Let's take another
look at how we are spending the few dollars we have. Let's take another

look at who we can help as a part of our collective and prepare to use our
numbers like never beforein al that we do.

Let’s create our own fireworks that will last all year long with our involve-
ment and collective agreement to help ourselves before we expect others
to do so, and in al this, let's make a lasting reality out of the change that
Frederick Douglass envisioned.

MoreThan 160,000
Ohioans L ose Health
CareThanksto Jon
Husted

Axios: Ohio tops the nation in ACA enrollment drop

New reporting shows that Ohio has seen the largest drop in Affordable
Care Act enrollment of any state in the nation — with more than 160,000
Ohioanslosing their coverage. Nearly 1 in 3 Ohioans who previously relied
on the Affordable Care Act are no longer enrolled thanks to Jon Husted's
votes.

Jon Husted voted nine times against lowering Ohioans' health care pre-
miums. After Husted's votes, health care costs have spiked for an estimated
583,000 Ohioans, forcing tens of thousands of Ohioans to forgo coverage
altogether.

Ohio Democratic Party Senior Communications Advisor Tony Wen re-
leased the following statement:

“More than 160,000 Ohioans have lost Affordable Care Act coverage
thanks to Jon Husted's votes — the largest decline in coverage of any other
state in the country. Jon Husted voted nine times to rip away health care
from Ohio families, and in November, they will hold him accountable.”

Read more about Husted's Health Care Crisis:

* Jon Husted voted nine times against lowering premiums for Ohio fami-
lies. Because of Husted's votes, hundreds of thousands of Ohio familieswill
see their health care costs spike.

* Ohio families are seeing their health care costs increase by an average
of $804 ayear because Jon Husted refused to extend the ACA tax credits.

* Instead of coming up with solutionsto help lower costs, Jon Husted con-
tinues to blame hardworking Ohioans, telling them that they’re “not very
experienced at navigating the real world,” and that they must fix their “work
ethic” and simply “earn more” money to make ends meet.
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A Prayer That Becamean Institution: How
Suzette Cowell, ThD, a Plain Brown Box and
a Community of Faith Built Toledo Urban

Federal Credit Union

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

For 30 years, Toledo Urban Federal Credit
Union has helped shape the financial lives of fami-
lies across Toledo. Through conversations with its
founder, faith leaders, board members, and long-
time staff, this anniversary feature preserves the
voices behind an enduring community institution
and a piece of Toledo’s living Black history.

The Moment Everything Changed

Before there was a historic building on Dorr
Street.

Before there was aribbon cutting on Monroe.

Before thousands of families found a financial home...

there was a prayer.

That prayer was not spoken in a boardroom or during a fundraising cam-
paign. It came from ayoung, resilient banker whose heart broke after watching
aloan application denied; not because of alack of income or creditworthiness,
but because of a ZIP code shaped by generations of redlining and economic
exclusion.

That moment changed Suzette Cowell, ThD, forever.

“God,” she prayed, “one day there has to be an institution that helps people
in these ZIP codes.”

Thirty years later, more than 4,000 active members know the answer to that
prayer by name: Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union.

More Than Banking

Dr. Suzette walked out of that bank believing she had witnessed an injustice.
What she did not yet know was that moment would become the beginning of
alife'smission.

For decades, she has carried a simple belief: financial institutions should do
more than approve or deny loans. They should listen.

“Everybody hasastory,” Cowell says. “ Sometimes people don’t need some-
oneto tell them ‘no.” They need someone willing to sit down, listen, teach and
help them find another way.”

That belief became the heartbeat of Toledo Urban.

For Cowell, financial literacy was never just about numbers on a page or a
credit score on a screen. It was about restoring confidence, building trust and
helping families recognize that financial freedom begins with understanding.

Before a member could qualify for a mortgage, purchase a vehicle or re-
build damaged credit, there first had to be a conversation; someone willing to

Dr. Suzette Cowell

explain the process, an-
swer overlooked ques-
tions and remind people
their circumstances did
not define their future.

Toledo Urban FCU
was built on that foun-
dation: meeting people
where they were and
helping them move for-
ward.

Still, building something that had never existed before required more than
faith; it required the courage to continue even when others could not yet see
the possihilities.

“When God gives you avision, everyone may not understand it in the begin-
ning,” Cowell explains. “You learn that every person is not meant to see the
vision at the same time; the right people will recognize the purpose and help
carry it forward.”

Every Ingtitution Has a Founder.

Few Have a Congregation.

While completing graduate studies focused on the Black church, Bishop
Duane Tisdale, senior pastor of Friendship Baptist Church, found himself
studying theology aongside the writings of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. One
idea continued to echo in his spirit: lasting ministry had to include economic
empowerment.

“The church,” he explains, “ought to help the community.”

He believes Scripture calls believers not smply to occupy a place, but to
improveit.

When he shared that conviction with Cowell, his words were smple but life
changing.

“| redly believe God is calling you to build an economic bridge for the peo-
ple of Toledo.”

Looking back today, Bishop Tisdale sees Toledo Urban as evidence of what
happens when faith is followed by action.

“We started with prayer,” he recalls, explaining the spiritua foundation be-
hind Toledo Urban's journey.

“When you giveit to God, He becomes responsible for the outcome.”

...continued on page 7

Need a Loan? Think Glass City!

e Mortgage Loans e Vehicle Loans

e Home Equity Loans e Personal Loans

& Lines of Credit . .
¢ Visa Credit Cards

e Home Improvement

Loans
~GLASSCITY
FEDERAL
/‘////CREDIT UNION

Toledo ® Maumee e Bowling Green
419-887-1000 e glasscityfcu.com

Loans & credit cards subject to credit approval & membership eligibility. NMLS 1D #445858. ~ SSEEE

We’re working for you!
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City Releases 2026 Mo

The Truth Staff

On Thursday, July 9, Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz and Toledo Police De-
partment Chief Michael Troendle held a press conference to release 2026
mid-year crime statistics.

In spite of recent incidents, such as the shooting of 12 people during the
Old West End Festival in June or the various confrontations between police
officers and area teenagers, violent crime such as homicides and robberies
are down significantly compared to recent years.

“We' ve come together as a community in areally encouraging way,” said
Kapszukiewicz. “This is a reflection of our community and a reflection of the
work that went into it.”

There have been 12 homicides in Toledo in the first six months of 2026
compared to 16 for 2025. Robberies are down from 148 to 123 for the same
period and theft from motor vehicles also declined from 470 to 371.

However, auto thefts increased slightly from 558 to 570 (up 2.1 percent);
burglariesrose from 553 to 623 and persons shot rose from 82 to 92 —adirect
reflection of the incident at the OWE festival.

During his remarks at the press conference, Kapszukiewicz spoke often of
thetragedies during the July 4 weekend of 2025 and the overall calm the city
experienced during this past July 4 week. Neither weekend was reflected in
the statistics of the first six months but the mayor took delight in the fact that
the city’s celebrations were violence-free this year.

“We anticipated a large gathering,” Kapszukiewicz said, given the signifi-
cance of the 250-year celebration. The crowds were larger than normal with
double the amount of fireworks, he noted. So as the administration and the
safety forces reflected on the OWE Festival events and the devastating 2025
Independence Day weekend, they tried to prepare more intensely than in the
past — more officers on patrol for longer periods. “There was a lot of focus
on the 4th,” he said.

This July 4th weekend was violence free compared to what happened in
2025 - five incidents, six homicides — even with the larger celebrations and
intense heat.

“I could not be more thrilled, the fireworks were incredible and the com-
munity was safe ... it wasavictory for Toledo,” said the mayor.

That victory has been happening over the past five years when it comes to

-Year Crime Statistics

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

regaining some semblance of control over violent crimes. In 2020, asthe pan-
demic raged, there were 71 homicides in Toledo — a total that has decreased
every year since. It's entirely possible, suggested Kapszikiewicz, that the
total homicides for 2026, especialy given the cam July 4th weekend, might
be as low as 24/25.

Building Homes.
Growing Toledo

By Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

Thismorning, | joined
community leaders and
residents to celebrate
the opening of The Glen
and The Grand, two new
housing developments
that represent nearly
$30 million in invest-
ment and create new opportunities for Toledo families to find quality, attainable
homes. These projects are about more than new buildings, they are about creat-
ing the foundation for a stronger, growing Toledo.

Oneof thegreatest chdlengesfacing cities acrossthe country ishaving enough
housing to meet the needs of current residents and attract new ones. In Toledo,
our own housing studies have shown that if we had 10,000 additional housing
units available today, we would have approximately 10,000 more Toledoans liv-
ing in our community. That means housing is not just a quality-of-life issue, but
acritical part of our strategy to grow our population.

The completion of The Grand and The Glen represents another major invest-
ment in Toledo's neighborhoods. These developments are transforming under-
utilized properties into modern, affordable homes where working families can
put down roots and build a future.

Located on the former Driggs Dairy site, The Grand transformed a previously
underutilized property into a vibrant residential community festuring three- and
four-bedroom townhomes.

The Glen, developed on a 3.66-acre portion of the Southland Shopping Center
property, represents another innovative approach to addressing Toledo’shousing
needs by repurposing underutilized commercial space. The Glen offers one- and
two-bedroom apartments designed to serve a wide range of residents with qual-
ity, affordable housing options.

Both developments include amenities that support strong neighborhoods, in-
cluding on-site management, fitness centers, playgrounds, pavilions, computer
and printer stations, and community gathering spaces that encourage connection
among residents.

These devel opments were made possible through a strong partnership between
the City of Toledo, Pivota Housing Partners, Pathway Toledo, state and federal
housing programs, and community stakeholders committed to increasing hous-
ing options throughout our region. | want to thank everyone involved for their
dedication to investing in Toledo's neighborhoods and helping bring these proj-
ectstolife.

Growing Toledo starts with making sure we have enough homesfor the people
who want to live here. Expanding our housing supply is critical to attracting new
residents, supporting our workforce and creating the conditions for long-term
growth.
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A Prayer... continued from page 5

A Vision Bigger Than One Church

Cowell's prayer began as a response to what she witnessed in the banking
system, but the vision quickly grew beyond thewalls of any single congregation.

When Dr. Suzette shared the vision with Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur, the
conversation pushed her to see the possibility beyond one congregation.

“She said to me, ‘ Suzette, thisis bigger than the church. Can you do thisfor
the broader community?” That question helped clarify the mission ahead.

For Cowell, the answer was rooted in what she describes as God's alignment
of vision, people, and action.

“| believe God works in threes, atrinity,” Cowell explains. “Thereisthe vi-
sion, there are the people who believe in the vision, and thereis the action that
brings it to life. When those things come together, that’s when you know God
ismoving.”

History Doesn’t AlwaysArrive With Fanfare

Sometimesit arrivesin aplain brown cardboard box.

Inside was Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s official charter.

There were no instructions.

No blueprint.

No guarantee.

Only an opportunity.

Cowell remembers receiving that charter with both excitement and uncer-
tainty. Thefederal government had granted permission to begin, but it offered no
manual explaining how to build a financial institution capable of changing lives.

“1 went to the library the next day. They only had one book on starting a
financial institution, and I just started learning,” she says. “It was like a fire
inside of me. I had to figure out how to do this.”

The charter opened the door, but faith, paired with determination and awill-
ingnessto learn, would build what came next.

TheFirst Investment Wasn't Money.

It was trust.

Long before impressive facilities and expanded services, there were volun-
teers, church members, folding tables, fundraising drives and neighbors who
believed enough to invest in an idea.

People contributed what they could because they believed they were build-
ing something their children would one day inherit.

For many families, Toledo Urban became the first place they truly felt seen.

Bishop Tisdale remembers watching members move from riding the bus
to owning reliable transportation. He watched renters become homeowners.
Familiesimproved their credit. Land contracts became mortgages, and dreams
that once seemed unreachable slowly became redlity.

Everyday Prayer, Everyday Purpose

Everyday, before the first member walks through the doors, before accounts
are opened, and before the daily work of serving the community begins, em-
ployees pause.

They pray.

For three decades, that tradition has remained part of the heartbeat of Toledo
Urban FCU.

For Bishop Duane Tisdale and Suzette Cowell, prayer was never separate
from the work. It was the foundation beneath it.

Throughout American history, faith and civic responsibility have often ex-
isted side by side. From classrooms where generations of students began each
day by reciting the Pledge of Allegiance to communities built through service
and shared responsibility, the words “one nation under God, indivisible, with
liberty and justice for all” remain a reminder that unity is strengthened when
people choose service over division.

For Toledo Urban, prayer represents more than aritual. It represents a re-
minder.

Behind every account number is a person. Behind every credit score is a
story. Behind every financial decision is a family, a dream, and a future.

Cowell believes serving people requires seeing the whole person, not just
their financial circumstances.

The mission has always been bigger than banking.

It is about dignity, compassion and believing that people deserve the oppor-
tunity to rebuild, grow and thrive.

And before the doors open each day, prayer continues to center the institu-
tion around the same belief that started it all:

Faith must be followed by action.

The Community Began Calling It “Ours’

Perhaps that was the greatest milestone of al.

Buildings matter.

Branches matter.

Growth matters.

But somewhere along the journey, something far more important happened.

The community stopped seeing Toledo Urban as someone el se’s credit union.

They began seeing it astheir own.

From the historic Dorr Street location to the second location on Monroe
Street, each building became more than a place to conduct financial transac-
tions; it became avisible reminder of what the community had built together.

Families opened accountsfor their children. Grandparents introduced grand-
children. Members returned not simply because of convenience, but because
they believed in the mission.

A financial institution had become part of the community’s identity.

Open Doors Mean More Than Opportunity

They mean responsibility.

Throughout our conversation, Bishop Tisdale returned again and again to
oneimage: the open door.

To him, an open door is not merely an opportunity.

Itisaccess.

Authority.

Privilege.

Itis God'sinvitation to participate in His work.

Standing in that open door required perseverance. There were setbacks, crit-
ics, financial challenges, and moments when success seemed uncertain.

Yet he never lost confidence that the institution would endure.

“It doesn’'t mean we won't face challenges,” he says. “But it won't fall.”

The Story Isn't Finished

Thirty years after one prayer challenged a system that judged people by their
ZIP code, Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union continues preparing for its next
chapter.

That future includes expanding access to financial education, strengthening
... continued on page 10
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TheAshfords Annual Picnic—Politicsand Potato

Salad

The Truth Staff

Lucas County Recorder Michael Ashford and his wife, Ruth, threw their an-
nua picnic, the 22nd such affair, on Saturday, July 11, a their home on Collin-
gwood. As usual the numerous guests were trested to a barbecue (highlighted
by the host's delicious potato salad) in the beautiful garden setting that Ruth has
created and cultivated over theyears.

An additiond treat for the guests was hearing from the elected Democratic of-
ficials and candidates who each spent a few minutes explaining his or her record
and background to the enthusiastic partisan audience.

State Reps Michele Grim and Erika White spoke, as did Probate Court judicial

T candidate Tom Puffen-
berger and candidate for
House of Representa
tives District 44 seat Da
vid Fournier.

Grim, who is on the
balot this year to keep
her seat for House Dis-
trict 43, spoke of the
need for Democrats to
turn out to vote for Dr.
Amy Acton in order to

Left to right: Local 500 Business Manager David  win the gubernatorial
Fleetwood; State Rep. Erika White; Lucas County  ontest for the first time
Probate Court candidate Tom Puffenberger; State since 2006.

Serj. Paula Hicks-Hudson; Lucafs County.Recorder “The race is a tossup.”
Michael Ashford; State Rep. Michele Grim; State i P,
Rep. Candidate David Fournier; City Councilwoman ~ She noted as it wes re-

Cerssandra McPherson cently changed by poll-
sters from the origina

“lean Republican” cat-
egory. She aso empha
sized the necessity of not
only returning Demo-
cratic incumbents such
as hersdlf and White, but
aso to elect candidates,
such as Fournier, who
can increase the Demo-
cratic total. Democrats

Fi

Ruth’s Garden

currently have only 34 House seats which means the
Republicans have a super mgority, leaving Demo-
crats practicaly powerless with a Republican gov-
ernor.

White, House Didtrict 41, followed up on Grim’'s
remarks by emphasizing the need not only to fight
but also to work in order to create not just a blue
wave but to aso plant “blue roots’ so that stabil-

HOUSE OF DAY FUNERAL SERVICE 2550 NEBRASKA AVEMNLIE TOLEDO, OHIO 43607

- . %

NEED PEACE OF MIND CONCERNING
YOUR FINAL ARRANGEMENTS?

Call today to make an appointment to let us assist you
with your PRE-PLANNING.

ity can be achieved. Sta-
bility — roots - can be
achieved, she noted, by
getting young people in-
volvedonall levels. That
should be the Democrat-
ic Party’s hope for the
future.

Fournier is the Demo-
cratic candidate for the
Didtrict 44 seet to re-
place Republican Josh
Williams, who resigned
to run for Congress.
Fournier is a first-time
candidate, an attorney,
whose primary focus is
on restoring quality to
the public school system
—aqudity, he notes, that
has been crippled by the
impact of school vouch-
es

Fournier's chances
to flip the seat have im-
proved recently as an in-
dependent candidate has
qualified for the Novem-
ber generd dection. The
Democratic hope is thet
the Republicanand thein-
dependent will split votes
ontheright.

Puffenberger is an a-
torney with the county
prosecutor’s office and
isontheballot for Lucas
County Probate Judge.
The probate court, said
Puffenberger, “is about
helping families,” and
that is his inspiration to
run for the position, to
ensure “that families are
treated with dignity.” He
also had some words
to say about the voting
process that Democratic
operatives should be
prepared to advise vot-
ersabout.

“Go down the ticket,”
he said. The highly pub-
licized positions — ex-
ecutive and legidative
branches — are at the
top of the ticket. Vot-
ers should be advised to
go al the way down to
see the less publicized
choices.

Genera election day
is November 3. The
deadline to register to
voteis October 12; early
in-person and mail-in
voting begins on Octo-
ber 13.
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Black Women's Superpower Explained at

L egacy Patio Series

The African American Legacy Project held its monthly First Tuesday on
July 7. The theme of that week’s patio series was “Bridging the Generations”
and Jamilah Jones Martin, PhD, dean of Arts and Sciences at Northwest State
Community College, wasinvited to explain her thoughts on the subject in light
of the fact that her family and her mentors in her educational endeavors have
been so effective at exactly that — bridging the generations.

“If you scratch beneath the surface of most modern sociad movements, you
will find a black woman; we are rarely celebrated in textbooks, we have to
appoint ourselves into authority,” said Jones Martin as she pointed to the ef-
fectiveness that generations of Black women have had in the face of adversity.

“1 was birthed in legacy,” Jones Martin said opening her remarksto the audi-
ence of about 50 who had gathered for the First Tuesday event.

Shewas not only birthed in legacy, alegacy that her elders— mother, grand-
mother and great grandmother —took care to instill, but she was a so educated
in legacy by mentors such as Helen Cooks, PhD, the founder and former long-
time leader of the University of Toledo’'s Excel Program when Jones Martin
entered the fifth class.

Cooks, in fact, was on hand last Tuesday to introduce Jones Martin to the
attendees.

“I knew she was a leader,” said Cooks of her protégé. “That she was some-
body that is going somewhere. She is aleader who's committed to education,
to service and to the community.”

Birthed, reared, educated and mentored by Black women, Jones Martin cer-
tainly had her thoughts
about why and how
those and other numer-
ous Black women have

been so successful.
“Black women are
subversive,” she said.

“A Black woman finds a
space. That very subver-
siveness is something

Robert Smith opens this month’s patio series

that has aways carried the African American cul-
ture through. | have been raised and cultivated by
Black women and that led meto try and understand
Black women'’s every move. Black women have a
superpower that isvery critical now.”

Jones Martin explained that superpower as the
ability to get peopleto the table and building bridg-
es — a superpower that has evolved because of the
intersection of blackness and womanhood — “the
oppression of being Black and awoman at the same
time.”

Jones Martin and Helen Cooks, PhD

Robert Smith introduces Jamilah Jones Martin,
PhD

Jamilah Jones Martin,
PhD

That ability to build
bridges enables Black
women “to build trust
in our community — we
carry what we learn in
our homes, our church-
es and into our work-
places.”

Jones Martin's fam-
ily ties to that ability
to build bridges goes
back generations. Her
great grandmother,
who was one of the first
presidents of the To-
ledo NAACP, was aso
a Henrietta. The Henri-
eftas, dill active, were
founded in 1881. “A
mutual aid and mutua
benefit society,” as not-

...continued on page 12
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Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s30th Anniversary ¢ Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s30th Anniversary » Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s30th Anniversary

Bishop Duane C. Tisdale: A Lifetime of

Opening Doors

Beyond the pulpit, Bishop Tisdale has spent decades building pathways for people to

thrive.
By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

For Bishop Duane C. Tisdale, community ser-
vice has always been an expression of faith.

With more than 40 years of service as Senior
Pastor of Friendship Baptist Church, hehaslong
believed that ministry must reach beyond Sunday
mornings and address the everyday challenges
families face — from education and housing to
economic opportunity and financial stability.

“The church ought to help the community,”
Bishop Tisdale shares.

Beyond his pastoral ministry, Bishop Tisdale has

devoted decades to strengthening Toledo through

economic development, education, workforce Bishop Duane C. Tisdale
training, and outreach. As a visionary leader and P ’
key partner in the creation of Toledo Urban Federa Credit Union, he recog-
nized the need for safe, regulated financial services in Toledo’s central city
and helped unite civic and faith leaders around a “New Vision” initiative.
Since opening on July 21, 1996, Toledo Urban FCU has provided tens of
millions of dollars in financial services, lending, and economic opportunity
to historically underserved families.

His commitment to empowerment extends beyond the credit union.
[~

DeFlame

CANDLES
TOLEDO MADE

SOY CANDLES
INCENSE
BODY OILS
ROOM SPRAYS
REED DIFFUSERS & MORE

Crafted with premium
fragrance and essential oil blends.

Now Located at
3 E. Bancroft Street

Through Friendship New Vision, Inc., the church’s community development
arm, and the Ternion Training & Education Center (TTEC), Bishop Tisdae
has championed financial literacy, workforce development, vocational edu-
cation, youth mentorship, substance abuse recovery, transitional housing for
women, and other initiatives designed to create pathways to stability and
opportunity for Toledo families.

He believes strong communities are built when people recognize their re-
sponsibility to one another.

“Kingdom is not just church,” he says. “Kingdom is community.”

Over the years, Bishop Tisdale has witnessed the impact of that belief
through the lives of families served by Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union.
He remembers seeing members move from uncertainty toward stability; re-
pairing credit, purchasing vehicles, becoming homeowners, and gaining a
stronger understanding of financial responsibility.

“1 watched people go from renting to owning a home,” he shares. “I
watched people that had never gotten their credit straightened out get their
credit where they could begin to do big things.”

To Bishop Tisdale, those moments represent more than financial progress.
They represent dignity, confidence, and the ability for people to create a dif-
ferent future.

His message to the next generation of leaders centers on unity, patience,
and collective responsibility.

“We have to learn to be patient with the process,” he says. “If we're going
to be strong, we have to have a program or a message that helps the com-
munity.”

Thirty years later, Bishop Tisdale still sees Toledo Urban Federal Credit
Union as evidence of what happens when faith is paired with action.

“Economic empowerment is ministry in action,” he emphasizes.

The mission remains clear: when a community is given an open door, it
must walk through it together.

DeFlame Candles

deflamecandle.com
419-973-3263

A Prayer... continued from page 7

families, and developing a community Resource Center where organizations
can work together to meet people where they are.

That same spirit will be celebrated during TUFCU’s 21st Annual African
American Festival, July 13-18, as the community gathers to honor Black cul-
ture, history, and the continued power of collective action.

The mission has grown.

The purpose has not changed.

A young banker saw a need and dared to believe something different was
possible.

A pastor recognized the calling.

A congresswoman expanded the vision.

A community carried it forward.

Andinsideaplain brown cardboard box was the beginning of something that
would help thousands of families build stronger financial futures.

Today, Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union stands as more than a financial
institution.

It stands as a testament to what happens when faith is matched with action,
when service becomes legacy, and when ordinary people answer an extraor-
dinary call.

History does not always begin with headlines.

Sometimes it beginswith a prayer.

Sometimes it beginswith avision.

And sometimes...

that vision arrivesin aplain brown cardboard box.

Read more from the people who helped shape Toledo Urban Federa Credit
Union’slegacy in our companion interview series.
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Edwin “ Sky” Mabry: A Founding Visionary
Who Helped Build a Financial L egacy

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

For Edwin “ Sky” Mabry, thestory of Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union
has always been about more than finances, it has been about faith, community

and collective responsibility.

As one of the credit union’s original board members when it was chartered
in 1996, Mabry witnessed the organization’s earliest days, when the vision of
creating a Black-owned and operated financial institution required determina-

tion, teamwork, and a willingness to step into uncharted territory.

“I saw the need,” Mabry reflected. “As a business owner, I wanted to under-

stand how a member-supported credit union could strengthen both my own

knowledge and our community.”

Like many who would eventually help shape Toledo Urban’s future, Mabry

found it difficult to turn down Cowell’s board invitation.

“Dr. Suzette has that magnetic appeal,” he says with a laugh. “She has a way
of presenting an idea that makes you believe it’s possible, I just couldn’t say no.”

The early years were challenging, he recalled, because the board was build-
ing something entirely new while learning the responsibilities that came with
operating a federally chartered credit union. Every decision represented new
territory, but the mission remained constant: create a place where neighbors
could strengthen their financial foundation and invest in future generations.

“It was an all-in or all-out proposition,” Mabry recalls. “Once we understood

what needed to be done, we went after it.”

Edwin Mabry and

Suzette Cowell
He remembers those
early meetings as mo-
ments fueled by both
determination and faith.
“We knew our com-
munity needed some-
thing to bring our finan-
cial energies together,”
he says. “We believed
God had already given
us everything we need-

Del ise SSimmons Journey of
Sarvice, Finanaal Empower ment
and Legacy at Toledo Urban

Federal Credit Union

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

For Delise Simmons, Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union
has never simply been a workplace. It has been a mission; one built
around helping people recognize their own power, overcome barri-
ers, and create a stronger financial future.

Her journey with Toledo Urban began before she ever became an
employee. After seeing the vision behind the Toledo Urban's Af-
rican American Festival, Simmons reached out to Suzette Cowell,
ThD, to offer her support. What started as a willingness to help quick-
ly became a deeper connection to an institution committed to serving
the community.

“I didn’t know what I was getting myself into,” Simmons recalls
while laughing. “I thought, this is so awesome that we have an Afri-
can American organization that has started an actual festival for the
community.”

That relationship eventually led Simmons to join Toledo Urban
Federal Credit Union as Assistant Manager in 2012, a role she held
until 2019. During that time, she witnessed firsthand the financial
challenges many families faced, and the difference that education,

Delise Simmons and Suzette Cowell

patience and compassion could
make.

“You just assume that people
know how to save money, apply
for loans, and that their credit is
together,” she explains. “But un-

... continued on page 12
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ed, we just had to put it all together.”

Mabry credits the commitment of the founding
board, community partnerships and Suzette Cow-
ell’s unwavering leadership for helping transform
an ambitious vision into a lasting institution. He
recalled that many respected business and commu-
nity leaders stepped forward because they believed
the credit union could become something greater
than any one individual.

Over the years, Mabry has watched Toledo Ur-
ban Federal CU grow from a grassroots effort
into a trusted financial institution serving families
throughout northwest Ohio. He remembers prayer
breakfasts, partnerships with faith leaders and
countless volunteers who understood that building
a community institution required everyone working
together.

Reflecting on the credit union’s 30-year jour-
ney, Mabry believes its greatest strength has never
changed.

“Faith and belief that it can be done, that’s our
foundation,” he says. “Especially in times like
these, we need to pull our wagons together and
unify.”

As Toledo Urban celebrates three decades of ser-
vice, Mabry’s legacy remains woven into its histo-
ry, a reminder that transformative institutions often
begin with a few people willing to believe, serve,
and build together.
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Angela Cattladge: The Everyday Face of

Extraordinary Service

After more than two decades with Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union, Chief Operations Officer
Angela Cattladge has witnessed a vision become a lasting community legacy.

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

When Angela Cattladge returned to Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union,
shewasn't smply returning to aworkplace.

Shewas returning to amission.

After spending time working at another credit union in Columbus, Cattladge
realized something was missing; the deep connection to a community that de-
pended on financial guidance, education and someone willing to listen.

“1 missed that,” Cettladge says. “We nurture the underserved and those in our
community that need guidance on financial wellness.”

That passion brought her back to Toledo Urban, where she first began her jour-
ney more than two decades ago. Over the years, Angela has served in multiple
roles, including Electronic Service Manager and Bookkeeper, before stepping
into her current role as Chief Operations Officer.

Through every position, she has remained committed to one purpose: helping
people.

That appreciation grew even stronger after she briefly left Toledo Urban to
work elsewhere. Like many people facing the pressures of anew work environ-
ment, she found herself sitting in her car before the workday began, praying for
strength and peace. It was during those quiet momentsthat she realized what she
had taken for granted.

Returning to Toledo Urban wasn't smply returning to ajob, it was returning
to a workplace where faith, compassion and service were part of the culture.
“That’s when I realized this place is a gem,” she reflects. “Not everybody gets to
work in an environment like this.”

For Cattladge, the difference isn’t measured only by financial services, but by
the sense of purpose she experiences each day. Serving members while openly
living her faith has become one of the greatest blessings of her career.

“I lovewnhat | do,” she shares.

Angela has aso watched Toledo Urban FCU grow from its early days without

online banking or debit cards, into a
modern financial institution reaching
amultitude of families across Toledo.

“Our growth makes me proud,” she
reflects. “To see that we are financial-
ly empowering more and more people
in our community, I’'m very proud of
that.”

But for Angela, the work has never
been just about transactions.

It is about transformation.

She credits Suzette Cowell’s lead-
ership for teaching her perseverance
and theimportance of meeting people
wherethey are.

That patience extends into financial education. Angela believes knowledge

Suzette Cowell, ThD, and Angela
Cattladge

... continued on page 13

DelLise Simmons...continued from page 11

less you're in it, you don’t know. | learned there was a great need, and the
community needed people to care.”

Simmons became passionate about helping members understand credit, re-
pair past mistakes and build confidence.

Her message to members was simple but powerful:

“I can't doiit for you, but I'll do it with you.”

Today, Simmons continues that commitment as a member of the Toledo Ur-
ban Federal Credit Union Board of Directors. Although sheisno longer inside
the building every day, her connection to the mission remains strong.

“1 believein the credit union,” she shares. “I don't see any reason why peo-
ple wouldn't support it. I1t's needed; we are essential.”

For Simmons, the greatest milestones are not just buildings or celebrations.
They are the families who now own homes, the individuals who have built
credit, and the generations who have learned that financial success is possible.

“Your credit saysyes, even when people want to tell you no,” Simmons says.
“Once you build your credit up, it speaks for you.”

After 30 years, she believes Toledo Urban's greatest legacy is the lives
changed and the future still being built.

Black Women's Superpower...continued from page 9

ed in writings about their mission.

It was a group of women who
decided that they needed to mest,
to talk, to check on neighbors, to
encourage each other. Their con-
stitution, which was written down
again in 1951 speaks of the need
to organize for “literacy, social
and moral uplifting.”

Now, said JonesMartin, in order to preserve what generations of Black wom-
en have accomplished, this current generation of leaders needsto preserve that
legacy and those stories. The current generation needs to connect youth to
those stories, especialy since established educational and media institutions
“are afraid to talk about us anymore.”

Putting that subversive Black women leadership to the best use is by instill-
ing a sense of community to those who are to follow, she added.

Asalways, Robert Smith, founder and director of the African American Leg-
acy Project, lead the discussion — introducing the speaker, following up her ad-
dress with questions and fielding questions himself about what is happening in
the city to preserve the legacy that Jones Martin discussed. Smith enlightened
to attendees about the work that the AALP is doing to restore the community
that once thrived along Dorr Street.

The next First Tuesday will be August 4.
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Never Tdl a Black Girl Howto Black Girl: Essays

by Amena Brown

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Some things can really make you cross. c. 2026
People telling you your business, for instance. A
. ) Tiny Rep Books
People asking questions they have no reason to $30.00
know. Folks who criticize your hair or clothes or ’
life. These things would set anyone off; they’ d be 320 pages

the last straw for anybody. As in the new book,
Never Tell a Black Girl How to Black Girl by Amena Brown, some folks
just cross the line.

In away, it's amatter of grammar.

Depending on how you say it, “Black Girl is a noun and a verb,” says
Brown. A Black Girl can be aBlack Girl... and she can Black Girl. Brown
herself has done it “in six countries.”

Growing up in North
Carolina, she Black
Girled her hair her en-
tire life. Her grandma
made her sit for box
braids when she was
small, telling Brown
that she was “tender-
headed.” Later, Brown
had relaxed hair, until
she “went broke” and
couldn't afford the
process anymore. That
was when she got ac-
quainted with her natu-
ral hair — although she
returned to box braids
at least once, and loved
them all over again.

Asthechild of astrict
Pentecostal  mother,
Brown was a “late
bloomer.” She didn’t
drink alcohol until she
was in her twenties.
She was chaste when

dating and she was a better church girl than a party girl. After she left
the church, she began experimenting with wine first, then cocktails. She
learned to cook, reasoning that the path to finding love started in a kitchen,
one that happened to be her grandmother’s. And yes, love did eventually
come in the form of ared-headed white man who was her friend before he
became her boyfriend before he became her mother-sanctioned, grandma-
approved husband.

Overall, says Brown, there is no right method to do this.

“There are so many ways to Black Girl, which means the way you Black
Girl is beautiful, and the way | Black Girl is beautiful too.”

Looking for a collection of addictive, can’t-read-just-one essays that’ll
make you laugh but that also feel like author Amena Brown is peeking at
your life? Want a book that speaks to every corner of your existence?

Yeah, then you want Never Tell a Black Girl How to Black Girl. You
know how it is when you spot something so profound, so right, that you
just have to call your friends and read it out loud to them? That's what
you’ll find here: truth told with humor that’s also oozing with warmth. Add
honesty that's smart and bold and practically begging for a“Heck, YES!”
and you'’ ve got your new favorite book.

The essays here are short enough to read in a few minutes, but compel-
ling enough to make you want more, so give yourself room. Thisis abook
for twenty- and thirty-somethings, but also for their mothers and grand-
mas who can handle respectful irreverence and surefooted playfulness. Can
men enjoy Never Tell a Black Girl How to Black Girl? Sure, but it's more
for women, cross your heart.

Angela Cattladge...continued from page 12

must be shared so people can eventualy teach others.

“1 want to teach you so you can teach somebody else,” sheexplains.

Today, Angelais excited about the future of Toledo Urban, especialy the up-
coming Resource Center, which she believeswill expand the organization’s abil-
ity to support families beyond traditional banking services.

“People don't really know all we do for our community,” she says. “We area
lifeline and extended family to many.”

Three decades later, Cattladge's story reminds us that the true strength of a
credit union isfound not only inits founders, but in the people who continue its
mission every day.
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TheToledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s
Matched Savings I nitiative and Upcoming

Festival

Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union, as it approaches its 30th anniver-
sary of service to the Toledo community and its 21st annual African Ameri-
can Festival and Parade, held a press conference to announce the first group
of individuals who have benefited from the financial institution’s Building
Better Futures Matched Savings Initiative and also to release details of the
21st annual African American Festival.

“This is a special day,” said TUFCU’s LaToya Morgan, during a press
conference on Wednesday, July 8. “We are here to celebrate the heart of our
mission — helping people build better futures.”

Thirty individuals participated in the Match Savings Program in order to
receive matching funds to achieve their homeownership goals, to expand or
improve their businesses or, for the youngsters, to put aside money for the
future.

This initial group saved a total of $17,000 and the Toledo Urban Federal
Credit Union has set aside $40,000 to match the savings through grants re-
ceived from Inclusiv Build and Save Matched Savings program.

Inclusiv is a national network of more than 500 credit unions whose goal is
to help low-to-moderate-income families and communities achieve financial
independence. The Build and Save Matched Savings initiative provides tech-
nical assistance and subgrants to help its member credit unions strengthen
existing or launch new matched savings programs.

The recipients also attended workshops in financial counseling and well-
ness — workshops that are open to all, by the way. The next workshops will

start on September 30.

This year’s African American Festival, which was created by and has been
sustained by CEO Suzette Cowell and the Toledo Urban Federal Credit
Union over the years, will consist of a Prayer in the Parking Lot on July 13
at the TUFCU’s Monroe Street location; a Prayer Breakfast on July 17 at the
Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church; a Community Day on July 17
at the Monroe Street location; a Parade on July 18 stating at the Dorr Street
branch and the Music Festival on July 18 at the Huntington Center.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HEALTH INSURANCE BROKER SERVICES
RFP26-R006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Health Insurance Broker Services in
accordance with RFP26-R008. Received in accordance with law until August 07, 2026, at 3:00 PM
EST. For documents: www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438
(TRS: Dial 711). Bidders are required to meet Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity
requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Cov-
ered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.

Mental Health & Recovery Services Board
of Lucas County (1473)
is accepting applications for the
following position:

System Fiscal Risk Manager

SUMMARY

The System Fiscal Risk Manager is responsi-
ble for evaluating the financial and program-
matic stability of current and prospective ser-
vice providers to support funding decisions
and ensure compliance with board policies
and regulatory requirements. This position
conducts risk assessments, monitors sub-
recipient performance, reviews audits, and
analyzes financial and operational data to
identify potential risks and strengthen over-
sight activities.

EDUCATION/EXPERIENCE

Bachelor’s degree in accounting, finance,
business administration or a related field.
Experience in compliance, auditing, financial
analysis, grants management, or provider
oversight. Experience working with subrecipi-
ent monitoring, risk assessment, or govern-
ment-funded programs.

Starting salary: $51,200 — $57,600 salary
consideration based on education and ex-
perience.

For detailed position description and to
apply please visit:
https:/itinyurl.com/MHFRM

Equal Opportunity Employer

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
THURGOOD MARSHALL SENIOR HOUSING LLC
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT RISK (CMAR)

Thurgood Marshall Senior Housing LLC & Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals
for a Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR) — Thurgood Marshall Senior Apartments. Received
in accordance with law until August 05, 2026, at 3:00 PM ET. For documents: www.lucasmha.org;
424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711). Bidders are required to
meet Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described in Executive
Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 covered contract, and any Section 3 Business
Concerns are encouraged to apply.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
AFFORDABLE ASSISTED LIVING GOVERNMENT RELATIONS SERVICES
RFP26-R006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Affordable Assisted Living Govern-
ment Relations Services in accordance with RFP26-R006. Received in accordance with law until
July 06, 2026, at 3:00 PM EST. For documents: www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo,
OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711). Bidders are required to meet Affirmative Action and
Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. This contract
opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged

to apply.

Consultants or Organizations Needed

The Mental Health & Recovery Services
Board (MHRSB) of Lucas County is seeking
proposals from qualified consultants or orga-
nizations to facilitate the development of its
Access in Action Plan. This framework will
identify and address community barriers to
behavioral health care, including awareness,
navigation, geography, language, stigma, and
system complexity. Key Dates: Virtual Bid-
ders Conference is June 26, 2026. Electronic
proposals must be submitted to netmail@
Icmhrsb.oh.gov no later than July 23, 2026,
at 5:00 p.m. ET. For complete RFP specifi-
cations and submission criteria, visit www.
Icmhrsb.oh.gov/publicnotice/.

“JAZZ ON THE LAWN”, at The Refreshing
Place, 2500 Nebraska Ave, on Saturday, July
25th, from 5-9pm, admission is $15.00/per-
son. Featuring local musicians. Bring your
lawn chairs.

Call to place your ad:
419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com
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