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“And Ye Shall Know The Truth...”    



They Want You to Stay Home
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Fear is a noose that binds until it strangles.           

                                   - Jean Toomer

The Answer to the Invitation
Fear is not unreasonable right now as the people who shot up that arbore-

tum are still out there —three days in, no arrests. 
But there is a difference between fear that makes you careful and fear that 

makes you a prisoner. One keeps you wise. The other keeps you home and 

The Fourth of July is ahead. Every outdoor gathering between now and Labor 

not to whoever showed up last Saturday with a gun and a grievance.
Show up. Bring your family. Be wise, be aware, and be sensible about 

where you go and when. But show up. Because the only answer to an invita-
tion to be afraid is a community that refuses it.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org 

was an invitation to be afraid. And right now, Toledo is deciding whether to 
accept it.

That is the decision nobody is naming. Not the mayor. Not the governor. 
Not the councilmembers who have offered their grief and their policy pro-
posals. They are answering a different question — what do we do about the 
shooting? 

The harder question is: what do we do about the fear the shooting was 
designed to produce? 

The Invitation
Terror does not require a manifesto. Nor is it always accompanied by an 

cancel themselves.

-
ing the public good. But rather, let the public square empty out — not be-

needs enough people doing that math.
And Toledo has been doing that math for weeks, so much so that we have 

acquired an international reputation for all the wrong and embarrassing rea-
sons. A near-panic at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Festival over an airsoft 

at kindergarten graduations. Each incident arriving as an isolated story but 
revealing a chilling pattern — a city absorbing distressing blow after blow, 

About the Response
Everyone, predictably, has offered the obligatory thoughts and prayers, 

have taken the easy way out by only assigning blame. All good people, genu-
inely grieved. But the invitation to be afraid is still on the table.

-

But if the answer to this invitation is to make every festival feel like a TSA 
checkpoint, then the medicine starts to look like the disease. Safety measures 

tragic incident determine how we live.

Ohio Gun Violence 
Co-Chairs Statement 
on Toledo Mass Shooting 
Senseless violence 
continues in the face 
of inaction

-
ments in reaction to the mass shooting that occurred on Saturday at the Old 

year, we see the devastating consequences of inaction. Ohioans are tired of 
thoughts and prayers without meaningful steps to reduce gun violence and 

-

violent attack on Fountain Square in downtown Cincinnati, and now the Old 
-

in the House and Senate remain silent. Democratic bills sit in committee 
unable to move forward while Ohioans are asking the same question: when 
will enough be enough? Communities across our state are tired of mourn-
ing loved ones while meaningful gun violence prevention measures sit un-

introduced bill after bill focused on prevention, accountability, and public 
safety, yet most have never received a hearing. The people of Ohio deserve 
more than inaction. They deserve leaders willing to confront this crisis and 

Prevention Caucus has worked to introduce over 
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We Can Do Better … Part Two
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Well, well…we have another incident in which two 

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

-

-
-

-

Contact Lafe Tolliver at Lafe5x@gmail.com
 
     

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

Community Calendar
June 14
Third Baptist Church Community Celebration Sunday – Family & Friends 
Day: 11 am; Reception to follow

June 16
Toledo NAACP General Public and Membership meeting will be held at the 
Mott Branch Library; 5:00  PM

Jul7 27-31
Warren AME Vacation Bible School: 5:45 to 7:15 pm; Dinner served from 5 to 
5:30: 419-243-2237

Statement from the Interdenominational 
Ministerial Alliance of Toledo

-
-

-
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Reconciling Jackson and Jackson
By Ben Jealous

Guest Column

The party of Andrew Jackson has spent 
a decade running from him. It should 
keep the two things he got right.

to volunteer. I was short for my age. I had 
a bad stutter. The campaign was Jesse 
Jackson’s, in 1988. They made me a pre-
cinct captain anyway.

Thirty years later, I was my state’s 
Democratic nominee for governor.

So I have been active in this party most 
of my life. Long enough to love it. Long 

enough to know it is named for a man 
whose plantation I will visit this June-
teenth.

Last week I wrote that I am going down to the Hermitage to help cel-
ebrate Black music. It was Andrew Jackson’s plantation, outside Nash-
ville. More than 300 men, women and children were enslaved there. The 
ground is sacred and it is stained. The man who made it was a proponent, 
and often an active participant, in nearly every vicious form of racism of 
his day.

For that reason the party he founded has spent the last decade distanc-
ing itself from him. Dinners renamed. I get it. As a former head of the 
NAACP, I will say it plainly: most of Andrew Jackson’s legacy troubles 
me deeply.

And yet.
His is the third most-visited presidential plantation in America. Presi-

dents made the trip. In less than fully honest years, they came to pay 

He was wrong about almost everything that matters.
And yet, again.

He was right about two things.
-

mine families and would wreck the American dream itself.
Those two convictions are the only true spine this party has ever had. 

They carried it through Franklin Roosevelt. They carried it through Lyn-
don Johnson. Both men had real sins. Roosevelt put Japanese American 
families behind barbed wire. Johnson sank us into Vietnam. And on those 
two things — the worker, and the powers arrayed against the worker — 
they held the line. The country was stronger for it.

Jesse Jackson spent his life on a single idea. That working people of 
every color belong in one coalition. He called it the Rainbow Coalition, 
and the name was the argument.

man and drew the circle around white men only. Jesse drew it around all 

Andrew left out.
They came for Jesse in 1984, and again in 1988. They came for Bernie 

Sanders in 2016, and again in 2020. Each time the offense was the same: 

-
nomic populists since Johnson’s day, I bear a few of those scars myself. 
It is never what happens to one candidate that matters. It is the pattern.

The pattern is a class of corporate consultants who hijacked the party of 
the working man and rented it back to the highest bidder. They poll-tested 
the conviction out of it. They taught it to fear its own base and court its 
own predators. They called this strategy. It was a sellout, and it lost.

We climbed the mountain on race — the work of generations, against 

on the way up, we let go of the ground we started from. Fighting for 
working people, and standing against the powers that prey on them, was 
not a plank. It was the cornerstone. Pull the cornerstone, and one day the 
house comes down. Rip the spine from a body, and it does not wait that 
long.

So where did the party lose its way? It strayed from the only two things 
the two Jacksons ever agreed on. That the American worker deserves a 
champion. That the greediest interests in this country deserve a foe.

That is the reconciliation I am after. Not of the men. The two Jacksons 
will never sit easy together, and they should not. It is the principles. Keep 
the two they shared. Fin

I will stand on that ground this Juneteenth. Sacred and stained. Named 
for a man I cannot celebrate, in a party I have not given up on.

Ben Jealous is a professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania 
and former president and CEO of the NAACP.

Kaptur Statement On 
Shooting At Toledo’s 
Old West End Festival

On Saturday night, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09) released the 
following statement following a shooting and gun violence at Toledo’s Old 
West End Festival:

“Our community is in pain tonight as a result of senseless gun violence 
in Toledo’s storied Old West End community. Let me express our gratitude 

again proving their courage and utter devotion to duty.
“Praying now for victims and our Old West End community — one of the 

most joyous and celebrated events in our region will endure. It will take time 
and work to restore comfort, security, and trust.

“As this tragic set of events settles in for our resilient community, I will co-

get the answers it desperately needs. Please keep Northwest Ohio and Toledo 
in your prayers tonight, as we seek healing and calm.”
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Gerald Rose Carries His Father’s Torch 
Back to Toledo
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

... continued on page 12

tions understand who helped build the bridges they now walk across.
One lesson from his father continues to guide him.
“He told me, ‘Son, if you’re in this business just to be seen, I would ask 

you to please choose a different path. But if you’re in this business to be for 

Those words never left him.

Over the last year, New Order has become involved in several local issues, 
including concerns involving police conduct and the treatment of children in 
schools. Rose pointed to a case involving allegations that a preschool child 
was forced outside without a coat during cold weather.

Concern Over Police-Community Relations
Today, much of Gerald Rose’s attention is focused on the relationship be-

New & used auto loans   
Competitive rates & terms 

Convenient payment options 
Apply online or at a branch.    
Or ask for Glass City financing
at an area auto dealership.

Floyd and Gerald 
Rose

Long before activist Gerald Rose led a national organization, he was a 

 New Order National Human Rights 
Organization, which he says has grown to 22 chapters across the country. 
Over the years, Gerald has appeared on national television, met with elected 

A Legacy Rooted in Ohio

That connection is bringing New Order back into the city once again. Rep-

Chief Michael Troendle on June 12 to discuss concerns about the relation-
ship between law enforcement and minority communities.

For Rose, the issue is personal.
He is the son of Rev. Floyd Rose, a longtime Toledo minister, acclaimed civil 

can still be felt across the city. During his 36 years in Toledo, Floyd Rose became 
known for advocating for fairness, equity and opportunity, often serving as a 
bridge between community members and those in positions of power.

They were lived.

for people who felt unheard. He also saw the personal cost that often came 
with that work.

Even today, there is emotion in his voice when he talks about his father.

troubles him.
Despite Floyd Rose’s decades of service to Toledo, Gerald believes more 

should be done to preserve and honor his father’s contributions. During his 
lifetime, he has helped champion civil rights causes, encouraged collabora-
tion across communities and worked tirelessly on behalf of residents seeking 
justice and opportunity.

The comment raises a broader question for the community: How do we 
ensure that local civil rights pioneers are remembered once the marches end 
and the headlines fade? For many who know Floyd Rose, preserving that 
history is about more than recognition. It is about making sure future genera-

Gerald Rose leads the marchers to TPD 
headquarters

Gerald Rose represents his father honoree Rev. Floyd Rose
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Aviance Hill

month (National Gun Vi
month.

In Toledo, residents held a commemoration at the Peace and Healing Com-

-

Hadiya Pendleton

-

On Friday – Toledoans Honor National Gun 
Violence Awareness Day
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

-
borhood.

-

solution. All are welcome.

-
unteer, contact Moms Demand Action Toledo Lead Donna Malone at
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But on Saturday – Gun Violence Upends Old 
West End Festival
The Truth Staff

The day after To-
ledoans gathered at 
the Peace & Healing 
Commons to com-
memorate National 
Gun Violence Aware-
ness Day – Friday, 
June 5 – other Toledo-
ans blatantly ignored 
such admonitions and 
used their guns to 
shoot 12 people who 
were trying to enjoy 
the first festival of the 
summer season.

The Old West End 
Festival, a 53-year-
old celebration of 

Not every hospice can provide the same level of care 
in every setting, but we can. For more than 40 years, 
we’ve cared for patients where they feel most at ease: 
at home, in care facilities, or in our freestanding Hospice 
Centers. Wherever care is provided, our focus remains the 
same - expert medical care paired with compassionate 
emotional and spiritual support.

As the area’s first and only independent, not-for-profit 
hospice, no one is ever turned away due to complexity 
of care or inability to pay. While others may have limits, 
we’re committed to being there…wherever and whenever 
families need us most.

When facing serious illness, comfort comes  
from both the care you receive and where  
that care is provided. 

Care  
Wherever  
You Call 
Home.

hospicenwo.orghospicenwo.org

EXPERIENCE MORE FROM THE MOST EXPERIENCED.

community, history and Victorian-era homes, 
began on Saturday with a parade showcasing 
music, vintage cars and, as always, a king and 
queen.

The festival ended at about 5:30 as gunshots 
rang out in the area of Delaware and Glenwood 

and, as the damage showed later, 12 individual victims were struck. 
A number of victims were hit near the gazebo in the Agnes Reynolds 
Jackson Arboretum at Delaware and Robinwood.

The victims ranged in ages from 14 to 61 with the average age of the 
wounded being in the 20’s. There were no fatalities but two of the vic-
tims were reported to be critically injured.

And on Sunday – The City Prayed for the 
Victims
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

Among the prayers offered for the victims … and for the city of To-
ledo during Sunday’s services and informal gatherings was a commu-
nity prayer organized by Rev. Cedric Broack, pastor of Mt. Nebo Baptist 
Church. 

Brock’s community prayer, held at the corner of Delaware and Law-
rence, close by the scene of the shootings, was attended by about 20 To-
ledoans, including, state Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson, City Council Presi-
dent Vanice Williams and Councilwoman Erin Kramer.

“Toledo is not a bad place,” Brock reminded those in attendance. “But 
right now, Toledo looks miserable in the eyesight of the world. We can be 
better … now is a time for us to pull up.”

Janice Carson, DMin, opened with a prayer asking God to keep the 
spirit of love within the city.

After the opening prayer, Bishop John Williams of River of Life Church 
offered his thoughts on the previous day’s violence and the impact on the 
community.

“We’re actually blessed to be in Toledo,” said Williams. “This issue is 
not a Toledo issue. It’s demonic warfare and spiritual warfare all over. 
The rise in gun violence is all over the country.”

Expressing his concern about the fact that the festival could not con-
tinue after Saturday’s outbreak of violence, Williams expressed his de-
sire that the Old West End Festival should return “bigger and better and 
stronger next year.”

Williams also noted that he was encouraged that “although 12 were 
shot, we didn’t lose one life … Toledo is not a cursed city.”

Then all of the attendees had the opportunity to offer a prayer – they 
offered prayers of thanks for the overall goodness of Toledoans, prayers 
of recovery for the victims, prayers of concern for the families of those 
who had been injured.
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The African American Legacy Project has submitted a formal public records 
request under Ohio law to the City of Toledo seeking documentation related to 
the federal Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Equity 
(RAISE) Grant and the proposed Cultural Trail project.

The request is intended to better understand how the project aligns with the 
RAISE program’s stated purpose of expanding economic opportunity, improv-
ing community connectivity, and addressing the effects of historic disinvest-
ment in target communities.

At the center of the request is a straightforward public question: how will the 
-

munities most affected by decades of disinvestment?

-
cally served as Toledo’s African American business and cultural corridor and 
remains a relevant area for understanding how equity-focused infrastructure 
investments translate into community-level outcomes.

The request seeks documentation on project decision-making, community 

including how funding priorities were established, what alternatives were eval-

entrepreneurship, employment, and community wealth-building
before experiencing long-term decline associated with structural economic 

to help frame questions about how current infrastructure investments are ex-

Robert Smith, founder of the AALP addresses need 
for a public records request

African American Legacy Project Hosts First 
Tuesday Event – Submits Public Records Request
The Truth Staff

The central question 
guiding this inquiry re-
mains: How will the 

the communities that 
have experienced the 
greatest levels of histor-
ical disinvestment? 

The African American 
Legacy Project empha-

request is not intended 
to challenge the value 
of the Cultural Trail 
project, but to ensure 
transparency and public 
understanding of how 
federal resources are be-
ing allocated and how 
those decisions align 
with the equity goals of 
the RAISE program. 

A spokesperson for 

“The issue is not 
whether the Cultural Trail is worthwhile. The issue is whether a federal grant 
intended to address historic inequities and expand economic opportunity is 

those inequities.”
-

strengthen neighborhoods and contribute to equitable economic develop-
ment across Toledo.

What is the RAISE Program? 
RAISE (Rebuilding American Infrastructure with Sustainability and Eq-

Transportation designed to support infrastructure projects that improve mo-
bility, safety, sustainability, and economic opportunity. A key component of 

communities. 
City of Toledo noted as a RAISE grant recipient in the 2022 FY RAISE 

-
mitted? The African American Legacy Project submitted a public records 
request under Ohio law to documented for historically disinvested commu-
nities. What is being sought? The request seeks records related to: • Grant 
application materials better understand how RAISE-funded decisions were 

cost analysis • Planning studies and corridor maps • Evaluation of alternatives 

The African American Legacy Project seeks to better understand: 

planning 

• What level of direct investment is expected within affected neighborhoods? 
• What alternatives were evaluated during project development? 

• What documentation supports conclusions regarding expected commu-
nity outcomes?

Is this an accusation? No. This is a public records request seeking documenta-

the Cultural Trail? No. This effort is focused on transparency and understand-
ing of documented outcomes. What is being requested? Grant project. Why is 

-
ridor relevant to understanding equity-based infrastructure
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2nd Annual Mental Health Gala hosted at The 
Pinnacle 
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The second annual Mental Health Gala: 
Strength in Unity was held at the Pinnacle Sat-
urday, May 30. The event, presented by Revi-
talized Behavioral Healthcare and Here’s My 
Turning Point featured live music and entertain-
ment and honored six Community Champions 
of Change.

The Strength in Unity Mental Health Gala was 
inspired by the vision of Keisha Taylor, Mental 
Health Gala coordinator and chief administra-

-
care (RBH), alongside the co-owners of RBH 
and Here’s My Turning Point. 

Together, they joined forces with other part-
ners and advocates who share the same passion 
for breaking down the barriers and stigma sur-
rounding mental health and substance use disor-
ders within Lucas County. 

“We’re closing out Mental Health Awareness 
Month in a big way in Lucas County by show-
ing that there is support, resources and strength 
in unity when we all come together for a pur-
pose,” shared Taylor, coordinator of the event. 

She stated that last year the fundraising goal 
was $25,000 this year the organization reached 

Mistress of Ceremonies Alexis Means of 13ABC 
Action News...continued on page 12

Depp and Alexis Means
Suzette Cowell, ThD; Rev. Timothy Pettaway; Tina 

Butts

almost $40,000. 
The host for the evening was Andrew Kinsley, 

WFTS Tampa, FL News Anchor and Mistress 
of Ceremonies Alexis Means, 13 ABC Action 
News. Remarks were given by Vanice Williams, 
Toledo City Council President, Tina Butts CEO 
of Here’s My Turning Point and Lucas County 
Commissioner Pete Gerken. 

The speaker for the evening was David Fleet-
wood of Local 500 who gave the Strength in 
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Unity Address.
-

-

To learn more about Revitalized Behavioral Healthcare visit: rbh-care.
com

Mental Health Gala...continued from page 9

Peace, Love and Parenting
By June Boyd

Guest Column

-

-

-

 straw.

-
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Attendees listen to speakers talk about available 
resources

Reentry Coalition Hosts “Going Home to 
Stay” Event at The TMA Glass Pavillion 
By Dawn Scotland 

The Truth Reporter 

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

On Wednesday, June 3, the Reentry Coalition 
of Northwest Ohio’s hosted it’s “Going Home to 
Stay” event  at the Toledo Museum of Art Glass 

Wednesday at various locations, connects men 
and women returning from incarceration to com-
munity resources to reduce recidivism. 

Every year, thousands of people are released 
from federal and state prisons and return to their 
communities.  More than 18,000 people were re-
leased in 2024 from Ohio penitentiaries. The work 
of the Reentry Coalition is simple: to make sure 
that when incarcerated individuals are released, 
they come home to stay.

The Lucas County Recidivism rate is 24 per-
cent, well below Ohio (33 percent) and the United 
States (46 percent). An important part of Lucas 
County’ success has been the Coalition’s “First 
Wednesdays” program, a monthly resource event, 
typically hosted at the One Government Center, 
that includes social services, education, workforce 
development, Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Social 
Security Administration, the Lucas County Child 
Support Agency and more.

“People returning from incarceration face multi-
ple barriers upon re-entering the community.  Go-
ing Home to Stay provides a monthly ‘one stop 
shop’ that allows men and women returning from 
incarceration and their families to get connected 
to needed services and supports,” said Karyn Mc-
Connell, the chair of the Reentry Coalition of 
Northwest Ohio.

Rhonda Sewell, director of Advocacy and Ex-
ternal Affairs at TMA, noted that community is an 
important part of the core values at TMA.

“TMA makes its greatest impact when it col-
laborates with the community to help enrich their 
lives of the people who call Lucas County home.  
We are proud of our wide-ranging partnerships 
that reach deep into our community,” Ms. Sewell 
said.

“We should all believe in second chances, we 
all have a right to dignity and quality of life, and 
programs like this, and through generous donors 
who help programs like this, we are able to make a 
change in our community,” she stated Wednesday 
as she welcome attendees to the museum. 

The next First Wednesday “Going Home to 
Stay” event will be held Wednesday, July 1st at 
One Government Center from 11am-1pm. The 
event is always free. To learn more call Chris 
Stewart, Reentry Coordinator at (419) 245-2925 
or (419) 295-1348 if you have any questions. Ad-
ditional information is found on the organization’s 
website reentry419.com.

The Reentry Coalition of Northwest Ohio (RC-
NWO) is a coalition of service agencies and in-
dividuals whose mission is to provide leadership, 
create partnerships, and promote shared account-
ability for successful community reentry with the 
goal of reducing recidivism and promoting public 
safety.

The Reentry Coalition of Northwest Ohio is 
sponsored by the Toledo/Lucas County Criminal 
Justice Coordinating Council.

To learn more Reentry Coalition of Northwest 
Ohio visit reentry419.com.

Established in 1901, the Toledo Museum of Art 
(TMA) is a beloved cultural institution in Toledo, 

renowned collection features over 25,000 works, 
ranging from antiquity to contemporary art, and 

world. Situated on a 40-acre campus, TMA inte-
grates art into people’s lives through its world-
class collection, engaging exhibitions, robust edu-
cational programs, and community outreach. 

Admission and parking to TMA are always free, 
welcoming everyone to explore the museum’s gal-
leries.

To learn more about The Toledo Museum of Art 
visit toledomuseam.org.  

Rhonda Sewell, Director of Advocacy and External 

Attendees register for event



Gerald Rose...continued from page 5

Recent incidents involv -

Beyond Protests: The Mission of New Order

-

-

Carrying the Torch Forward

-

-

The upcoming June 12 meeting between the 
New Order National Human Rights Organization 
and Toledo police leadership is also expected to 
address broader community safety concerns, in-
cluding the recent shooting incident during the 
Old West End Festival in the Historic Old West 
End neighborhood. Community members have 
expressed renewed concern about public safety at 
large-scale cultural events and the need for stron-
ger coordination between law enforcement, orga-
nizers and residents to ensure gatherings remain 
safe for families and visitors. The meeting will 
take place at 525 North Erie St at 1 p.m.
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Books for Father’s Day for Kids by Various 
Authors and Illustrators
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

c. 2026
various publishers

$9.99 - $18.99
various page counts

Good old Dad. 
He’s there for you every day, playing with you, 

tucking you into bed, teaching you to do fun things, 
helping you. He and Grandpa, they’re the greatest 
- and this month, it’s time to read books about the 

Who’s your best buddy?  You’d probably say that your Papa is, and in Dear Dad, 
illustrated by Natalie Lundeen (Flamingo Books, $9.99), you’ll read a love letter 
to one youngster’s father,  a gator who is the little guy’s “favorite dude.”

This is a quick, colorful, adorable, fast-to-read story that’s full of love and 
appreciation for fathers, and it’s not just for preschool kiddoes, ages three-to-

Dad or Grandpa, too.
For the child who loves doing things with Pop, then Haircut Day with Dad 

by Monica Mikai (Crown, $18.99) is a book they’ll want. 
Yep, it’s time: his hair has grown a little shaggy and a little boy needs a 

haircut. He and Dad want to look good, so they head to the barber shop to 

you can’t have a haircut on an empty stomach. 
At the barber shop, the usual barbers are working and Dad sees some of his 

friends. They “settle in and wait” for their turn. Barbers are like magicians, 
and the boy and his dad feel like kings with capes around their necks. Pretty 

Okay, but what if you don’t have a dad? Or he’s not the dad you want?  
Then Just Right by Torrey Maldonado, illustrated by Teresa Martinez 
(Nancy Paulsen Books, $18.99) is exactly the book you want.

Toby is sad. He picked out a special pair of socks for his Dad as a gift, but 
his father kind of ignored him. The socks were just another pair of socks to 
him, and Ma said that wasn’t right. Neither was a nearby playground that 
was forever under construction, or the broken glass on his neighborhood’s 
sidewalks, or the dirt or the noise outside his door. 

None of that is right, not at all.
But you know what was right? His mother’s brother, his Uncle, who loves 

Toby so very obviously, and makes him feel special and exactly, a 100-per-
cent right. 

And that’s what you’ll think about this moving book: it’s what you want 

Lucas County 
Commissioners

for your four-to-nine-year 
old, especially if there’s 
no dad or grandfather in 
the picture this Father’s 
Day.

books about Dad, Grand-
pa, Uncle or any other 
special man in their life, 
then head to your favor-
ite library or bookstore 
and ask for help. The staff 
there will steer you toward 
the exact books you want 
for kids of any age and 
any situation, for birthday, 
Father’s Day, or every day 
of the year.

statement on
Old West End 
Festival shooting

“We are heartbroken and hurting alongside our 
community in the aftermath of the senseless shoot-
ing at the Old West End Festival,” the Lucas Coun-
ty Commissioners said in a joint statement. “Our 
thoughts are immediately with the victims, their 
families, and everyone who has been shaken by this 
tragedy on a day that was meant to be about celebra-
tion and joy. Many of our residents will live with the 
trauma of this act of violence forever, and we as a 

gun violence. We are incredibly grateful for the he-

with courage and bravery. This incident does not de-

join forces to root out violence in any form.”



Aspire Graduation

Owens Aspire Program Honors 29 Adult 
Learners, Chipping Away at a Statewide Gap
Special to The Truth

When new students enter the Owens Aspire College and Career Readiness 
program, they’re greeted with three simple but powerful words.

“Welcome future graduates.”

Roughly 592,000 
Ohioans ages 25 and 
older do not have a 
high school diploma, 
according to the most 
recent U.S. Census Bu-
reau data. On May 21, 
that number dipped as 
the Aspire program cel-
ebrated 29 graduates 
who received their high 
school equivalency di-
ploma in the 2025-26 

worked hard, they committed to their success 
and they got it. So we’re very, very proud of 
each and every one of them,” Huber said.

Students from the Owens Broadcast Technol-
ogy program recorded videos of student stories 
after the graduation which will be edited and 
published as well.

Huber also recognized Dee Dolsey, curricu-
lum and staff support person for the Owens As-
pire program, as the Ohio Association for Adult 
and Continuing Education regional Adult Edu-
cator of the Year, and Rayvina Munn as the re-
gional Outstanding Adult Learner of the Year.

Owens Community College has served north-
west Ohio since 1965 as an accredited two-year, 
state-assisted institution of higher education 
with an open-door admission policy. Through 
intentional, adaptive and empowering educa-
tion, Owens offers more than 160 academic 

employers and the community. As a conduit 
to changing lives for the better, Owens creates 
pathways for success. For more information, visit 
www.owens.edu.

academic year with a graduation ceremony in Veterans Hall. 
“It’s always exciting to chip away at the number of people who do not have 

their high school equivalencies and just see the faces of everybody when 
they really realized that they’ve done it,” said Heath Huber, director of the 
Owens Aspire program. “The act of walking across the stage to receive your 

y one that they will remember for a long time.”
Two graduates spoke during the graduation, Tasha Smith from the Findlay-

area Campus and Marquelle Scott from the Toledo-area Campus.
During her speech, Smith said the support from the Owens Aspire staff 

helped her complete her GED in March. Smith is working toward her Chem-
ical Dependency Counselor Assistant license before starting on her associate 
degree this fall.

“The thing about the Owens Aspire staff is, they don’t go away just be-
cause you obtained your GED,” Smith said. “They are family, so we are kind 
of stuck with them. The support, the love, the excitement for your growth 
and achievements are never ending. I am very grateful for this. It gives me 
hope, hope for a better future.”

The celebration included a processional with “Pomp and Circumstance” 
playing, and all graduates got to keep their caps and tassels thanks to a dona-
tion from the Owens Community College Foundation.

The night also celebrated about 30 participants in the Work Advance Pro-
gram in the last school year, which is a partnership with Raise the Bar Han-
cock County and the Habitat for Humanity Financial Opportunity Center.

They also recognized four students from the English for Speakers of Other 
Languages classes who had writing samples selected for the Ohio Literacy 
Resource Center’s annual “Beginnings” publication.

Huber pointed out how adult education differs from traditional K-12 edu-
cation because of the variables and obstacles most adult learners face. That 
also makes what these students accomplish so much more valuable.

“We’re so proud of our students. Every year it seems there’s more chal-

are more people against us to complete. But they still saw it through. They 
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CLASSIFIEDS    

CUSTODIAN / MAINTENANCE

WGTE Public Media is seeking a full-time Custodian/Maintenance team member to support day-to-
day operations by maintaining a clean and safe facility. This role is responsible for routine custodial 
services, mail processing, general building maintenance, and minor repairs.

-
quired.
Send your letter and résumé to employment@wgte.org<mailto:employment@wgte.org> or Human 
Resources, P.O. Box 30, Toledo, OH 43614.

     

MORTGAGE LOAN ASSISTANT
 

Position Summary:

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is 
seeking a Mortgage Loan Assistant. The 
Mortgage Lending Assistant supports the 
loan officer in processing mortgage applica-
tions, ensuring smooth transactions, and pro-
viding excellent customer service throughout 
the loan process 

Essential Duties and Responsibilities: 

• Support Mortgage Loan Officer by gathering 
and verifying necessary financial documenta-
tion, including proof of income, credit reports, 
and property and title evaluations
• Act as a liaison between members, real es-
tate agents, and escrow companies, updating 
all parties on the status of loan applications 
and ensuring a smooth transaction
• Handle administrative tasks such as an-
swering phone calls, scheduling appoint-
ments and maintaining organized loan files 
and documentation
• Help complete loan applications and submit 
them to underwriting for approval, ensuring 
all applications are thorough and accurate
• Stay updated on industry regulations and 
best practices to ensure compliance through-
out the loan process

Minimum Qualifications:

• A high school diploma or equivalent
• At least one (1) year of Mortgage Loan Pro-
cessing, Underwriting, Origination experi-
ence with desired, but not required
• Strong attention to detail and excellent or-
ganizational abilities to manage multiple loan 
applications efficiently
• Ability to communicate complex financial in-
formation clearly and effectively to members
• Proficiency in Microsoft Office products to 
include Word, Excel, and Outlook

Skills, Abilities & Expectations: 

• Ability to work in a fast-paced team environ-
ment, manage multiple tasks, and prioritize 
work
 • Ability to apply general accounting knowl-
edge processes (debits, credits, balancing)
• Assuring customer service is top prior-
ity whether internally or externally, treating 
members and employees professionally, with 
courtesy and respect
• Detail oriented and organized with excellent 
interpersonal and communication skills 
• Stay abreast of regulatory requirements and 
complete annual compliance training applica-
ble to the position 

Contact Susan Jester at the Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union:  419-255- 8876 – sjest-
er@toledo urban .net



Breaking the Glass Networking Event
The Truth Staff

Blair Johnson, left, and honorees - Councilwoman Brittany Jones, PhD; 
La’Shardae Scott, EdD; Neaira Williams; Manuel Mathis

The Breaking the Glass Networking Event was held on Thursday eve-
ning, June 4, at Club Evolution, and dozens of minority business owners 
were given the opportunity to network, to introduce themselves to other 
business owners they might not have previous known and to celebrate the 
accomplishments of some notable individuals.

had lapsed during the pandemic. The revival of the event proved to be ex-
citing, and informative, for the attendees.

in the form of bingo cards. Those in attendance were encouraged to speak 

works in media or marketing.
As Johnson described the evening, “it is an opportunity to connect my 

peers to my peers.”
Then came the introduction of the evening’s honorees.

with children and dealing with their trauma, depression, grief and anziety. 

variety of agencies and organizations.

issues. She is also an author with two best-selling books on amazon.com. 

the opportunities in home-ownership.

you guidance and help and prayer ad protection.”
-

ment and Transition and the Sickle Cell Director for the Neighborhood 

education teacher, Scott became a social worker, earned a doctorate, in fact, 

those with the sickle cell disease.

-

spoke, emphasizing the need for collaboration and cooperation between 
minority businesses and groups.

The Breaking the Glass events will continue on a periodic basis. For in-

State Rep. Josh Williams, Neaira Williams, De’Lisa Moore, Faye Smith-Naseer

State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson
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