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Toledo Public Schools congratulates the Top 10 students from each of our high
schools and extends best wishes to the entire CLASS OF 2026 - your
accomplishments stand as another shining example of why we are TPS PROUD!
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Most Americans Now Live at the SameAddress

By Ben Jealous
Guest Column

Recently, | drove from my father’s birth-
placein Biddeford, Maine, to my mother’s
birthplace in Petersburg, Virginia Two
different towns. Two different states. Two
different regions. And yet, oddly, just dif-
ferent ends of the same sad street.

Most Americans now live at the same
address: “We live where there used to be a
factory. And when it shut down, what shot
up was joblessness, hopelessness, meth,
opioids, homicide and suicide.”

That is not just the story of one town. It
is the story of awounded nation.

Factories were never just factories. They
gave whole towns their rhythm. They
filled lunch pails and church pews. They
paid the mortgage. They kept the corner
store open. They let a mother or father look a child in the eye and say,
“You can make it here.”

Then the factory closed. The people did not disappear.

They stayed. They stayed by the same schools, the same porches, the
same churches, the same graves of the people who raised them. They
stayed and watched storefronts empty, tax bases shrink and hope grow
thin. Families are burying their too-young dead again and again. Mean-
while, the pundits who get rich dividing the nation keep working over-
time.

The suffering caused by deindustrialization does not stop at racial lines,
state lines or the old border between North and South. It reaches across
most of the lines that people on television and social mediawork so hard
to inflame. This one stokes racial resentment. That one blames immi-
grants. Another turns rural against urban, white against Black, native-
born against newcomer. And most Americans suffer for it.

Divide and conquer has always been the surest way to blunt the ability
of working families to rise together. It keeps our votes divided and can-
celing one another out.

Since NAFTA took effect in 1994, the United States has lost well over
65,000 manufacturing plants and factories. NAFTA was not the only rea-
son. Automation mattered. China mattered. Corporate consolidation mat-
tered. But NAFTA still stands as awarning bell in our history. It reminds
us what happens when we confuse what is good for corporate profits with
what is good for the country.

Communities lose. The nation suffers.

Most Americans now live at the same address. They live in the places
the economy left behind. They live where the factory closed, the jobs
vanished and the pain stayed.

But there is aroad to a better day.

We became a great nation because we planned. We looked ahead. We
decided what we needed to build, what we needed to make, what kind
of work would support families and what kind of country we wanted to
become. Then we trained our people, built our strength and did the work.

We need that spirit again.

We need an industrial plan county by county, state by state and for the
nation as a whole. We need to know what jobs will be needed 10 and 20

Community Calendar

May 31

Indiana Avenue MBC Third Pastoral Anniversary Services for the Rev, Wil-
liam C. Foster, Sr., and Lady Brittany Foster; Morning service at 10 am, and
Rev. Dr. B Lamont Monford, Sr., Philippians MBC, Lima, will preach; After-
noon service at 4 pm and the Rev. Lonnie E. Anderson, Jr., Mt. Pisgah MBC
will preach.

June 2

Annual meeting of the Warren A.M.E. Church Vision Empowerment Board
will be held via Zoom; 1:30 PM. If you would like to attend, you may request
a link from natejacksonjl@gmai.com

years from now, where they should be and how we will prepare our peo-
ple to do them. Our schools are still too often preparing young people for
an economy that is already gone. They need to do a better job preparing
them for the jobs of the future. And as artificial intelligence starts doing
more of the work people once thought would always need a person, we
need to be ready to rethink the future for every worker and every com-
munity.

A nation is not a stock chart. A nation is not a quarterly report.

A nation is built on belief — belief in each other and belief in our fu-
ture. And in America, we believe that if life has knocked you down, you
deserve a chance to rise again.

Most Americans now live at the same address: “We live where there
used to be a factory. And when it shut down, what shot up was jobless-
ness, hopel essness, meth, opioids, homicide and suicide.”

The question is whether we will keep accepting that as normal. Or
whether we will choose to love this country, our children and each other
enough to make sure we all rise again.

Ben Jealous is a professor of practice at the University of Pennsylva-
nia, a nationally syndicated columnist, and the former president of the
NAACP.
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WhereWeAre Now

By June Boyd
Guest Column

Togivealessoninblack history, on June21, 1964,
three young civil rights workers were abducted and
murdered by the KKK, only for their attempt to reg-
ister Black peopleto vote. | will say their names;

James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael
Schwerner. The African American, James, was also
castrated.

Of al the lynchings, murders and civil rightsvio-
lations, adong with Emmit Till, the foregoing has
been the most disturbing to me. Research has shown that even the county
sheriff was involved in the murders. The murderers made an effort to send a
message: “if you engage in registration and voting, you will die’

Their bodies were discovered August 4, 1964. There were eight to 10 men
involved the murders; seven men were convicted of federa civil rightsviola-
tions, but not murder.

In 2005, Klan leader Ray Killen was convicted of manslaughter of the three.
The irony of this horror isthat 41 years to the day of the murders, Killen was
sentenced to prison for 60 years. Hedied in prison January 11, 2018, at the age
of 93 which was 54 years after he murdered John, Andrew and Michael.

Following the tragedy, President Lyndon Johnson introduced the Voting
Rights Act in 1965, giving our people an equa chance to exercise our God
givenright to vote. If you have kept up with the news, you are awarethe U. S.
Supreme Court Judges, (six of them), handily “gutted” the Voting RightsAct,
which puts us back to square one.

Where We Are Now.

If thisissue does not make you angry enough to vote, | do not know what it
will take. Personally, | have always felt the action that would have our people
believeisif our rights are taken away, and believeit, we are at that point in our
lives today, we must fight. We owe it to all the civil rights fighters before us,
we will not go back, not be afraid and continue to get justice.

Thelate John Lewis must have known what we did not, the reason he fought
so hard prior to his death for the passage of a stronger Voting RightsAct. In
his memory, we must continue the struggle.

A major strategy must be implemented to combat what istaking place. | do
not see any white hoods, however, | see the ghost of what they represented.
African American communities across this nation must rise up, and we have
some partners. Those who see the injustice, and are in power, must demand
laws are changed that disrupt our freedom.

In memory of James Chaney, Andrew Goodman and Michael Schwerner,
and so many others, VOTE. There has never been a more precise reason than
to realize what those young men suffered, but their memory shall never die.

Kaptur Announces
$1.4 Million Award for
EugeneF. Kranz
Toledo ExpressAirport

Special to The Truth

Thisweek, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09) announced that the
US Department of Transportation (USDQOT), through the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA), has awarded $1,425,00 in federal funding for
Eugene F. Kranz Toledo Express Airport as part of their Airport Terminal
Program. This funding will be used to replace aging HVAC equipment
and ductwork within the FAA staffed Air Traffic Control Tower at Eugene
F. Kranz Toledo Express Airport.

“Toledo and our entire Northwest Ohio region have always been proud
to continue in Ohio’s legacy as the birthplace of aviation including
through the legacy of Apollo Flight Director Eugene Kranz for whom
our Toledo Express Airport is named. Modernizing airport infrastructure
will help our Air Traffic Controllers to continue to serve our citizens as
we look to expand airport operations and to attract new carriers and pas-
senger routes to connector hubs,” said Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur
(OH-09). “This federal investment which follows investments last week
in Defiance, Williams, and Sandusky Counties put us on track to reinvest
in local assets to assure safe, reliable, ready to serve facilities for the
jobs of the future. Modernizing our local facilities helps to build a strong
foundation as we look to connect our people and businesses to destina-
tions and opportunities across the country and around the globe.”

“Receiving this grant funding is an important step forward in advanc-
ing the Airport Capital Improvement Program identified in our Airport
Master Plan,” said Thomas J. Winston, President and CEO of the Toledo-
Lucas County Port Authority. “As part of this program, more than $1
Million has been invested at Eugene F. Kranz Toledo Express Airport,
with an additional $3 Million in projects planned in 2026. This funding
will support critical infrastructure upgrades to the HVAC equipment in
the airport tower. By continuing to modernize airport infrastructure and
enhance terminal facilities, these improvements will strengthen overall
airport operations, support future growth, and enhance service for the
many users and partners who rely on Eugene F. Kranz Toledo Express
Airport.”

This new federal investment builds on previous awards to airports
across our Northwest Ohio region. Just last week on May 12, 2026, Con-
gresswoman Kaptur announced over $1 Million in federal investment for
infrastructure improvements at Williams County Regional Airport, Defi-
ance Memorial Airport, and Sandusky County Regional Airport.

In April 2026 Congresswoman Kaptur announced $536,616 awarded to
rehabilitate Defiance County Airport Infrastructure. In June 2025 Con-
gresswoman Kaptur delivered over $1.4 Million in FAA funding for four
Northwest Ohio airports to modernize infrastructure and bolster safety.

In July 2025, she announced $342,000 for Fulton County Airport to
improve runway conditions. In August 2025, Congresswoman Kaptur
announced $300,000 in FAA Funds to Fulton and Williams County Air-
ports. In 2024 she also brought home $400,000 in FAA funds to strength-
en aviation upgrades across multiple airports in the district.
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When the Door s Close, the Work Still
Speaks:. Shella Cook’s Goodbyeto MLK

Academy

By Asai Nail
The Truth Reporter

A school may be closing, but alegacy of love, discipline and “never giving
up on young men” refuses to leave quietly.

There are goodbyes that feel like adoor closing.

And then there are goodbyesthat feel like awhole building exhaling at once.

For Sheila Cook, Martin Luther King Jr. Academy for Boys was nev-
er just ajob. It was a living, breathing assignment. A place where ties were
straightened, futures were challenged, and boys were reminded daily that they
were more than what the world sometimes labeled them.

Now, thebuilding is closing. The hallsthat once carried laughter, frustration,
progress, and second chances are preparing to fall quiet in adifferent way.

And Cook? Sheistill trying to process what quiet even means.

“Wewent international...and | said, isthisreal?”

When she talks about MLK Academy, her memory doesn’t start small.

It starts global.

“One moment that really defines it,” Cook says, “is when we went inter-
national. People were calling, sending messages from France, Germany, Af-
rica... and | said, ‘Isthisred?”

Itwasred.

What started as a local boys program turned into something bigger than
anyone planned. Families across the world were watching what these young
men were becoming.

And Cook just kept building.

“If Mr. Ward said go for it, | went for it,” she says, referring to principal Wil-
lieWard. “That's how we did things. We made it happen.”

Not just programs. A whole system of belief.

Cook’s title reads long on paper: family liaison, outreach coordinator, pro-
fessional services, but she explainsit smply:

“1 wasthe bridge,” she says. “Between families, teachers and everything in
between.”

That “in between” iswhere most of the real work lived.

She connected parents to resources, calmed misunderstandings, translated
school language into something families could actually use. She aso crested
programs that didn’t exist before she got there.

Young Men of Excellence. Mentoring pipelines. Dress-code pride. Etiquette
training. After-school structure that felt more like guidance than punishment.

And then there were the events, the ones people still talk about.

Mother-son dances where she cooked half the food herself.

Father-son nights where men showed up in numbers so large she had to
stand at the back just to take pictures.

“Weweren't just doing events,” she says. “We were building memories they
could hold onto when life got hard.”

Theboy who changed everything
When asked about one student who represents her work, her voice slows.
There was a young man with anger issues. A boy she worked with for two

...continued on page 6

William White, Sheila Cook, Willie
Ward, PhD

Sheila Cook, the Calla Lily Award
Winner

(A Grant up to $1,500 towards your
Mortgage Closing Costs!"
DO YOU QUALIFY?

e Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area?
* Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements?
* A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

930 W. Market Street
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When the Doors Close... continued from page 5

years straight.

“He would clench his fists,” she remembers. “And I would say, ‘Bring it
down. Breathe.””

She didn’t give up on him, even when it was exhausting, even when it got
tense.

“I said, that is not who you are anymore,” she recalls telling him. “What do
you do? You breathe.”

That moment became a pattern. A language. A tool.

“And when I say he transformed,” she adds, “he really did.”

For Cook, these stories are not rare. They are the job.

“I don’t give up on them,” she says simply. “These men are the world’s fu-
ture husbands and fathers.”

A school that became a family system

Cook didn’t separate school from life. She couldn’t.

She raised her own children while helping raise hundreds of others. That
connection made families trust her more than titles ever could.

“I’ve been where they’ve been,” she says. “Sleeping in one room with my
kids. Walking when I didn’t have a car. So I understand.”

That honesty built something rare in education: trust without distance.

Parents didn’t just call her “Ms. Cook.” They called her when things were
falling apart. When decisions felt too heavy. When they needed someone who
wouldn’t judge their home life before helping their child.

And then came the news

The closing of Martin Luther King Jr. Academy did not arrive quietly for her.

It arrived like a storm she couldn’t outrun.

“What’s going to happen to my boys?” she remembers thinking.

Then came the physical toll.

“I wasn’t sleeping. I wasn’t eating. My hair was breaking off,” she says.
“The stress has affected us all.”

Because for her, this was never just a building.
It was a safety net.

PHARMACY - ICE CREAM - SUNDRIES - MEDICAL CARE

DOC MARTIN

REMEDY SHOPPE
& APOTHECARY

A Modern Apothecary Experience
Home to The Clinic on St. Clair

Doc Martin’s Remedy
Shoppe & Apothecary

12 N. St. Clair St.
Toledo, OH 43604
419-720-7883

A structure.

A place where boys learned to stand up straight, speak clearly, shake hands,
and believe they mattered.

The uniforms became part of that transformation. The boys wore ties to
school daily, and Cook says the change in how they saw themselves was im-
mediate.

“When they walked into school with their ties on, they carried themselves
differently,” she says. “They felt important. They felt proud. Sometimes peo-
ple don’t realize how much a positive image can change the way a child sees
himself.”

Now that structure is shifting to Jones Leadership Academy of Business,
and while Cook understands logistics, her heart stays with what is being left
behind.

Along with the closure of the school, Cook’s contract was canceled and her
position was eliminated, bringing an unexpected end to the work she poured
herself into for more than a decade.

“Not everybody understands these boys or cares for them the same way,” she
says honestly. “That’s what worries me.

“Wearelosing a cor nerstone.”

Cook doesn’t just grieve for the school. She grieves the idea of what it could
have continued to be.

“This building should still be a hub for kids,” she says. “Summer programs,
after-school programs, meals, mentoring...all of it.”

Her voice lifts when she imagines it:

A place where children walk in for help, not just instruction. A place where
community partners fill the rooms again. A place where no child feels like
they’ve been pushed aside.

“This isn’t just a school,” she says, “it’s a safe safe.”

Still, sherefusesto end in defeat

Even in sadness, Cook keeps returning to one thing: belief.

“You are not what people say you are,” she tells the students. “You have to
know who you are.”

She says she wants her boys to leave with that truth stitched into them.

Not just academics.

Not just discipline.

Identity.

“I wish them nothing but the best,” she says. “And they know I'm still here
for them.”

A goodbye that doesn’t feel final

Cook doesn’t know what comes next for her professionally. That part is still
forming.

But she knows who she is.

“I’'m a giver,” she says. “That’s how I was raised.”

And maybe that’s what makes this goodbye feel unfinished.

Because people like Sheila Cook don’t really leave work like this behind.
They carry it forward into every room they enter next.

The building may close.

The program may shift.

But the boys who learned to breathe instead of break, to speak instead of shut
down, to stand instead of fold, that work already moved beyond the walls.

And that, she hopes, is the point.

Not that it ended.

But that it spread.

Because real community work does not end when a building closes.

It lives on in the children who were loved inside it.

As Martin Luther King Jr. Academy for Boys closes its doors, the legacy of
care, discipline, and community connection lives on in every student and fam-
ily it touched. Thisis not just the end of a school chapter, but a reminder of
what it means to show up for children with consistency, love, and purpose. To
stay connected with future updates, memories, and community reflections, fol-
low the conver sation on Facebook.
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A LupusWeekend —Wigs, Karaokeand a
Walk to Raise Awareness

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

This past weekend, May 15-17, was a spectacular rec-
ognition by Toledoans of the impact of lupus on the local
community along with a concerted effort to raise financial
support for organizations fighting to overcome the rav-
ages of the disease.

Whether it is systemic lupus erythematosus (SLE);
cutaneous lupus; discoid lupus, drug-induced lupus or
neonatal lupus, the efforts of two Toledoans in particu-
lar, Rachelle Roy and Felicia Howard, who have been or-
ganizing lupus awareness events for five and four years,
respectively, have led to increased participation each year.

Lupusisachronic (long-term) disease that can cause in-
flammation and pain in any part of your body. It’s an auto-
immune disease, which means that your immune system
— the body system that usually fights infections — attacks
hedlthy tissue instead. (source: lupus.org)

Anyone can develop lupus. But certain people are at
higher risk for lupus, including:

» Women ages 15 to 44

* Certain racia or ethnic groups — including people
who are African American, Asian American, Hispanic/
Latino, Native American, or Pacific Islander

¢ People who have a family member with lupus or an-
other autoimmune disease (source: lupus.org)

Lupus has various symptoms and can affect individuals
in different ways. Those who suffer from lupus can have
issues with fatigue, damage to organs including kidneys
and may develop skin problems.

Lupus can aso cause hair loss due to the autoimmune
diseaseitself or due to the medications prescribed to help
battle symptoms from the disease.

This year’s participation was remarkable.

Rachelle Roy began the weekend with a wig giveaway
at The Trunk on north Franklin inviting lupus warriors to
stop by and receive free wigs, t-shirts and related prod-
ucts.

Then on Saturday night, Roy hosted a karaoke party at

Rachelle Roy and Montrice Terry(front), Kai M.
Perry (back) Bayé K. Perry, Il, Béyé K. Perry Suzanne Tierney and Alax Acevedo

the newly remodeed

and expanded Bluegjil. HIOLESE OF DAY FLIMEFAL SEFIVICE FEOD MEBFASKA AVEMLUIE TENLEDCS, O ABOT

Roy raised $1,400 during
the karaoke night, funds

that will go to the Lupus

Foundation of America, _
Gregter Ohio  Chapter, d
and the research into |
cures for lupus and car- L
ing for those who have O D A Y i
the disease. I -
SWEL 419-534-2550

And for the fifth year,
the Toledo Lupus Walk
was held on Sunday at
Ottawa Park and repre-
sentatives of the Lupus
Foundeation, Greater
Ohio Chapter, drove
over from Cleveland

ey, hepior o0y NEED PEACE OF MIND CONCERNING
e el YOUR FINAL ARRANGEMENTS?

and events manager for

the Chapter, helped Roy Call loday 1o maka Gn Eﬁ]ﬂl—‘é‘lﬂ'l!lt'ﬂ_‘nl 10 b s

promote the event.
About 150 walkers
turned out on Sunday —

... continued on page 8
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Lupus Weekend...continued from page 7

lupus warriors and their
families, friends and sup-
porters—to not only walk
but aso lisen to music
provided by aDJ, to hear
event moderator Mon-
trice Terry move things
merrily aong, to encour-

age each other in the
struggle againgt lupus.
The turnout for the
walk was four to five
times greater than the
number of walkers in
previous years, an as-
tounding increase in
participation.

Rachelle Roy is usu-
aly handing out the
“thank yous’ to con-
tributors and sponsors
but this year, the Lupus
Foundation, Greater
Ohio Chapter, returned
the favor and honored
Roy for the dedica-

tion she has shown for
the cause over the past
half decade. Recogniz-
ing that effort, Suzanne
Tierney presented Roy
with a commemorative
plague before the walk
began.
And the walk began!!

TheFourth Annual
L upusAwareness
Program

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

About 80 people came out for the fourth annual Lupus Awareness Lun-
cheon on Saturday, May 16. The Scott Park Banquet Hall was filled to
capacity with people who are living with lupus, family members of those
diagnosed with lupus and community supporters of this cause. The Lupus
Awareness Program was organized by two sisters, FeliciaHoward and Vic-
toriaWhite, in honor of their sister Reeshemah Adams, who passed in 2018
of the disease.

Adams, who was born in 1978, was misdiagnosed at age 18, received the
correct diagnosis at age 30 and passed at age 40.

Purple and white decorations welcomed guests as they wore purple rib-
bons, whichisworn in promotion of lupus awareness. May is LupusAware-
ness Month, according to the sisters and the Lupus Foundation of America.
The awareness goal is to rally the community to raise funds for the cause,
awareness about the symptoms and awareness for those who live or died
from lupus.

Lupus is a chronic, also known as a long-term, disease that causes inflam-
mation and pain in many parts of the body. L upusis an autoimmune disease
that causes the body to attack healthy tissue instead of fighting infections.
As always, the reason for the luncheon was for those attendees to gain
knowledge about the disease and the best ways of coping.

In order to raise awareness, the luncheon included panelists who spoke
about mental and physical health, dietary needs and restrictions, and der-
matology.

A panel of six experts fielded questions from the audience. The panelists
were Bashar Kahaleh, MD, and Samantha Davis, MD, from the University
of Toledo Medical Center, Rheumatology Department; Nicole Bergman,
PA, from Mitchell Dermatology; Nailah Carpenter, MSW, LSW, Mental
Health; Ryan Howard, Sr, certified fitness coach; Victoria White, author,
The Three Day Parasite, Test and Eat to Elevate.

Lupusisadisease that disproportionately affects women (only 10 percent
of those afflicted are men) and primarily those in the Black and Brown
populations.

Why does lupus occur for some people? Do they have perhaps a genetic
predisposition? That's not entirely clear, however Dr. Davis did suggest
that certain families might have a genetic predisposition to autoimmune
diseasesin general.

“It's not automatically inevitable that you would get an autoimmune dis-
ease if it’sin your family, it's just that you have an elevated risk of that,”
said Dr. Davis.

Unfortunately, lupus is not always easily diagnosed and there is no cure,
just various treatments to ease the pain at the moment. And, because of the
traditional distrust within the Black community for the medical establish-
ment, the way forward is complicated, said Dr. Kahaleh. He spoke of the
lack of participation in clinical trials by the Black community because of
that lack of trust and that lack of trust is unfortunate because Black lupus
patients are generally his harder by the disease than Caucasians.

While treatments are varied, for certain symptoms such as joint pain,
physical therapy can be effective, said Howard, the certified fitness coach.
Howard has worked with a number of lupus patients over the years and has
been able to aleviate the pain the lupus can cause in the joints, he noted.
Exercise, he said, is very important —“get your body moving.”

For skin issues, steroid cream may help in the short term but long-term
use may do damage to the skin., said Bergman of Mitchell Dermatology.
However, non-steroid creams have been developed that can be used long-
term. She also spoke of the necessity of using sun screen and protective
clothing since lupus patients can be adversely affected by ultraviolet rays
even when it’s cold or cloudy.

Mental health, healthy eating habits, the variety of lupus symptoms were
al pints of discussion for the engaged audience and the knowledgeable
panel.

In addition to the panel discussion, lunch was provided by Big Back
Kitchen and a door prize raffle was held

... continued on page 9
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4th Annual Lupus Awarenesss Program...continued from page 8

For additional information about lupus, visit the Lupus Foundation of
America Greater Ohio chapter website or the Lupus Foundation of Ameri-
canational website https://lupusgreaterohio.org/ or https://www.lupus.org/

Nailah Carpenter, Nicole Bergman, Dr. Bashar Kahaleh

Dr. Bashar Kahaleh, Dr. Samantha Davis, Ryan Howard, Sr; Victoria White

Felicia Howard and her late sister Reeshemah Adams
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The Perseverance Expert Is Still Helping
Women SOAR —Valerie S. Walston, ThD,
named President of AAUW Toledo

Special to The Truth

Nearly 50 women gathered at the beautiful Delta Marriott Hotel on May
6, 2026, to witness a powerful moment of leadership, sisterhood and inspi-
ration as Valerie S. Walston, ThD, — affectionately known throughout the
community as “Dr. Val”— was officially named president of the American
Association of University Women Toledo Chapter.

Known across the region as “The Perseverance Expert,” Walston accept-
ed the role with humility, energy and her signature message of hope: help-
ing women continue to SOAR—Surviving Obstacles, Attaining Rewards.

Her presidential platform, “Let’s ELEVATE Together!” focuses on re-
cruitment, visibility, strategic partnerships, inclusion, leadership develop-
ment and expanding opportunities for women from diverse backgrounds.

During her remarks, Wal ston emphasized her desire to recruit more wom-
en into the organization while hel ping members strengthen their leadership
skills and community impact.

“Women deserve spaces where they are seen, heard, developed, and cel-
ebrated,” Walston shared. “AAUW Toledo has a rich history, and together
we will ELEVATE the organization through collaboration, visibility, well-
ness, mentorship, and purpose.”

Walston has built aregional reputation for strategically creating platforms
for others to shine. Whether through community partnerships, leadership
development initiatives, wellness programming, or motivational speaking,
she is known for giving women a voice, a stage and encouragement to pur-
sue their next chapter with confidence.

Currently serving as coordinator of Community Engagement and Health
& Wellness for ProMedica, Walston continues to blend leadership, well-
ness and community empowerment in every area of her work. A seasoned
higher education executive who has worked at five universities—including
public, private, HBCU and PWI institutions —she is also the founder and
CEO of Next Chapter Enterprises LLC and creator of the SOAR move-
ment.

Her influence continues to grow beyond leadership and speaking engage-
ments. In Summer 2026, Walston will launch the “Slick & Fine” active
wear line, awellness-inspired apparel brand designed to encourage women
to have fun while prioritizing movement, confidence, and healthy living.

“Leadership and wellness go hand in hand,” Walston said. “I want wom-
en to feel empowered spiritually, mentally, physically, and professionally.
Everything I do is centered around helping people soar and giving God the
glory for al of it.”

The evening also marked the appointment of two additional leaders to the
AAUW Toledo executive board. Shamika Winfree and Ambershaun Byrd

were both named officers, adding new energy and vision to the organiza-
tion’s leadership team.

Longtime AAUW member Michele Radkin, treasurer, provided attendees
with an inspiring overview of the organization’s history and its longstand-
ing commitment to advancing women and girls through education, advo-
cacy, and leadership.

Nina Corder, past president of AAUW Toledo, guided attendees through
the evening’s program and formally introduced Walston as the organiza-
tion’s new president.

The atmosphere throughout the evening was filled with excitement, cel-
ebration, and anticipation for what many attendees described as “a new
season of elevation”
for AAUW Toledo.

As the program con-
cluded, one thing be-
came abundantly clear:
Dr. Val’s mission re-
mains unwavering—to
help women overcome
obstacles, discover
their  voice, priori-
tize wellness and soar
boldly into their future.

Capucine Rena Dickerson, Clara Petty, Valerie
Walston, Yvonne Gayle

Suzette Cowell, ThD,
and Valerie Walston,
ThD
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Public Dedication Event at | nez Nash Par k

Special to The Truth

The Arts Commission held a public dedication event on Saturday, May 9,
at the recently completed Inez Nash Park on Bancroft Street, adjacent to the
Wayman D. Pamer YMCA.

The dedication included a celebration of the completion of a new public art
installation by artist Andrea Bergart, consisting of a painted basketball court
and five custom hoops and backboards

Baskethall is one of artist Andrea Bergart's most recurring references-a
subject rooted in everyday life and shared cultural experience. This project
alowed Bergart the opportunity to reimagine a basketbal court as a dynamic
fusion of art, nature and inventive play.

Drawing inspiration from Toledo’s rich glass heritage and local flora, this
whimsical design encourages players of al ages to engage with the court in
imaginative, non-traditional ways. This project wasn’t just about creating a
court—it was about creating awork of art that the community can activate and
feel proud of.

More than arecreational space, it's a symbol of what makes Toledo unique
and an invitation for the community to connect, imagine, and celebrate the joy
of everyday play. The court will serve asthe capstone installation in a series of
renovations by the City of Toledo Department of Parks and Recrestion at Inez
Nash Park, including a quarter mile walkway, shelter, main event plaza, new
playground equipment, and updated pathways and plazas as part of a com-
pletely new park layout.

These updates to Inez Nash Park follow the opening of the new Wayman D.
Palmer YMCA in March 2025, together creating a new hub of activity for the
community.

The dedication event featured remarks from City Council President Vanice
Williams, Art in Public Places Director Nathan Mattimoe and project artist
Andrea Bergart.

One hundred custom-designed basketballs by Andrea Bergart were distrib-
uted to the first 100 children and families in attendance, and the public was
invited to utilize the court and park in celebration of its completion.

Andrea Bergart’s website can be found here: https://www.andreabergart.
com/ More information
about Toledo’s public
art collection can be
found here: theartscom-
mission.org/public-art/
collection All questions
should be directed to:
Nathan Mattimoe Di-
rector of Art in Public
Places  419.254.2787
Ext. 1011 nmattimoe@
theartscommission.org

Inez Nash Park artist-designer Andrea Bergart speaks as Nate Mattimoe and
Council President Vanice Williams look on.

Toledo City Council President Vanice Williams speaks at the opening of Inez
Nash Park
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How Busness Owners Balance Busness and

Per sonal Finance

Special to The Truth

For successful business owners, managing wealth extends far beyond
balance sheets — it requires carefully orchestrating growth, balancing
business and personal financial priorities, and thoughtfully considering
business succession planning and legacy.

PNC's“Business Owner Wealth Insights Report” is the product of a part-
nership with leading market research firm, Ipsos, on a nationwide survey of
business owners. Its findings center on four themes: connectivity between
business and private banking, balancing business and personal growth,
family dynamics and governance, and philanthropy and legacy.

“As business owners juggle growth, personal financial priorities, suc-
cession planning and legacy, the need for a truly integrated approach has
never been clearer,” said Don Heberle, head of PNC Private Bank. “This
report shines a light on how prepared business owners are for navigating
the complex intersections of business and personal wealth and the keys for
unlocking stronger outcomes for families, businesses and communities.”

Connectivity Between Business and Private Banking

For most business owners surveyed (67 percent), business and personal
finances are managed separately. Respondents believe there are potential
risks associated with combining business and personal finances, with 83
percent saying that separating the two reduces the potential for conflicts
of interest. Still, 89 percent say they are interested in receiving advice that
considers both their business and personal needs, and 88 percent of respon-
dents say they value having a dedicated advisor who understands both.

Business and personal goals are reviewed at similar intervals, with the
majority saying they revisit their business goals (80 percent) and personal
finance goals (75 percent) at least quarterly.

The Balance Between Business and Personal Growth

There is importance among business owners in finding the right balance
between growing the business and achieving personal financial goals.

Most owners (91 percent) agree that achieving both personal and profes-
sional growth is equally important, but that success does not come without
barriers, which include:

¢ Personal time and resources (53 percent)

* Financial constraints or market conditions (44 percent)

* Choosing between business reinvestment and personal use of the busi-
ness’ profits (35 percent)

Family Dynamics and Business Governance

Most survey respondents (92 percent) agreed that it is important to have a
formal governance structure for their business. Separately, 84 percent said
succession and exit planning is critical to the continuity of their business.
Yet, only 63 percent said they have a formal exit or succession plan.

Among those without a formal plan, top barriers identified include lack
of a clear successor (25 percent), family conflict in succession (15 percent),
and lack of time (19 percent).

Philanthropy and Legacy

Philanthropy plays a meaningful role in legacy planning. Two-thirds of
respondents view philanthropy as part of their legacy, and 81 percent struc-
ture investment strategies to support charitable goals. Nearly 80 percent
donate financially, and many involve family members — either actively
(43 percent) or in future plans (26 percent).

“Today’s business owners are shaping legacy across generations,” He-
berle said. “When business and personal strategies are aligned, they are
better positioned to create lasting impact.”

Courtesy StatePoint

Four GamesAdded To ScheduleFor TARTA's

Muddy Shuttle

As baseball fans and families follow Toledo’s team this summer, the
Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority’s (TARTA) Muddy Shuttle can
put them in touch with Fifth Third Field without having to worry about
paying for parking.

TARTA has expanded its list of Muddy Shuttle runs this season by add-
ing four games on the Mud Hens’ next homestand. Passengers will be
able to hop on at five area park-and-ride locations and head straight to the
game for $3 round trip on May 22 23 against the Indianapolis Indians and
May 29-30 against the Columbus Clippers.

All four games start at 7:05, and pick-up times and locations for Shuttle
include:

e Sylvania, Franciscan Center, 6832 Convent Blvd., departs 90 minutes
before first pitch

e Waterville, Kroger, 8730 Waterville Swanton Road, departs 60 min-
utes before first pitch

* Miracle Mile Shopping Center, 1727 West Laskey Road,departs 60 min-
utes before first pitch

* Maumee, Lucas County Recreation Center, 2901 Key Street, departs

AVISO PUBLICO

del Departamento de Vivienda y Desarrollo Urbano de los EE. UU.

La Vivienda Metropolitana de Lucas -Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH)- anuncia una
enmienda significativa propuesta a su Plan Administrativo del Programa de Vales de Eleccion
de Vivienda (HCV), la cual hace referencia a la transicion de los hogares asistidos bajo el
programa de Vales de Vivienda de Emergencia (EHV) hacia el programa regular de HCV, a
medida que la financiacién del EHV se reduce gradualmente de conformidad con las directrices

La enmienda propuesta estara disponible para su revision publica a partir del 18 de mayo del
2026 en 424 Jackson St., Toledo, Ohio, asi como en el sitio web de LMH. Se aceptaran

60 minutes before first pitch
* Oregon, Starr Elementary School, 3230 Starr
Avenue, departs 60 minutes before first pitch

Passengers can pay on board with cash, by us-
ing the TARTA Card or by downloading the EZ-
Fare app. Find out more about payment options
and a full schedule at tarta.com/muddy. The
Muddy Shuttle will be on the road for every Fri-
day and Saturday Mud Hens home game from
May 22 through the end of the season.

comentarios por escrito durante el periodo de comentarios de 45 dias; estos podran enviarse a
Amy Gerber a la direccion de correo electrénico agerber@lucasmha.org o por correo postal a la
direccion mencionada anteriormente.

Aquellas personas que requieran adaptaciones razonables o ayudas auxiliares para participar
en el proceso de revisién pueden comunicarse con LMH llamando al (419) 259-9448 o
enviando un correo electrénico a hcvpesr@lucasmha.org.
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A Soldier’'sWife: My Mother, the Marvelous Mrs.
Marilyn A. Underwood by Blair Underwood
with Ylonda Gault

By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

I’m telling Mom!

When you were c: 2026
small, those words Amistad
were often enough to $28.00
send a chill down your 208 pages

spine. One quick tattle

wrote. “When | set my mind on something, you can believeit's as good as done.”

There are really two ways to look at A Soldier’s Wife.

On one side, it feels almost random. Marilyn Underwood was a strong, independent woman, an
inspiration to those who knew her — but most of us didn’t. While the writings author Blair Under-
wood compiles here are wise and funny, they’ re not earth-shattering and there may be times when
they won't hold your interest.

to the woman who bore you, and you were in
trouble. That simple phrase always kept you in
line, at least until you were grown. By then, as
in the new book, A Soldier’s Wife by Blair Un-
derwood with Ylonda Gault, Mom had some-
thing to tell you.

Marilyn Underwood had kept every scrap of
paper that ever passed through her fingers.

That, says her son, author and actor Blair Un-
derwood, ishow it seemed. After her death from
multiple sclerosis nearly six years ago, Mrs.
Underwood's children found piles and piles of
notes, notebooks, lists, random thoughts and
memories she'd written down. Paper was every-
where.

She'd said many times that she was “putting
together a memoir of sorts,” and after looking
over what she'd left, Underwood thought the
collection would make a good children’s book.
He was later convinced that his mother’s story
was bigger than that.

Marilyn Ann Scales Underwood was an only
child and was raised to be independent. Born
and reared in Buffalo, New York, she attended
an al-girls school with a big dream to work
in the fashion industry. She indicated that her
mother was brave to let her go, but Underwood
knew that her career was realy in New York
City. She was right; she thrived there.

Laser-focused on her work, Underwood was
in no hurry to do as most late-1950s women did
and get married;
though  friends
urged her to date,
it was not a pri-
ority until she
met the love of
her life, Frank.
She loved him
instantly.  They
were  engaged
three weeks after
meeting and mar-
ried three months
later.

Soldier’s Wife author, “One thing
courtesy Collin Stark about me,” she

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample Va n
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in

today to see our beautifully

landscaped grounds, resort-like

swimming pool and clubhouse

with its fully-equipped fitness M prartrment Homes
center. Located just west of o
-b-o_,&ﬁ" -

King road off of Sylvania Ave.
4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com

But they're exactly
what you need, exactly
when you need them.

Reading this book
is like getting a letter
from your grandma
The essays here are
warm, with reminders
to pray to a purpose-
ful Higher Power, that
life'sastrugglebut it’'s
worth living, and that
suffering happens.
There's love in this
book —lotsof it! - grat-
itude, gentleness, and
old-fashioned values.
It's sweetly quaint,
but firm. And yes, it’s
random, but consider
it as a hug from some-
body’s mom when
you're down, because
that’s rather what it is.

Just remember that
no book has to be
read cover-to-cover.
You can skip around,
and you’ll be fine
with this one, when-
ever you need its com-
fort. A Soldier’'s Wife
could be meaningful
or meaningless to you
at various times, only
you can tell.

e e
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CUSTODIAN / MAINTENANCE

WGTE Public Media is seeking a full-time Custodian/Maintenance team member to support day-to-day
operations by maintaining a clean and safe facility. This role is responsible for routine custodial services,
mail processing, general building maintenance, and minor repairs.

The ideal candidate has prior custodial and maintenance experience. A valid driver’s license is required.
Send your letter and résumé to employment@wgte.org<mailto:employment@wgte.org> or Human Re-
sources, P.O. Box 30, Toledo, OH 43614.

N
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MORTGAGE LOAN ASSISTANT
Paosition Summary:

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is
seeking a Mortgage Loan Assistant. The
Mortgage Lending Assistant supports the
loan officer in processing mortgage applica-
tions, ensuring smooth transactions, and pro-
viding excellent customer service throughout
the loan process

Essential Duties and Responsibilities:

« Support Mortgage Loan Officer by gathering
and verifying necessary financial documenta-
tion, including proof of income, credit reports,
and property and title evaluations

« Act as a liaison between members, real es-
tate agents, and escrow companies, updating
all parties on the status of loan applications
and ensuring a smooth transaction

* Handle administrative tasks such as an-
swering phone calls, scheduling appoint-
ments and maintaining organized loan files
and documentation

* Help complete loan applications and submit
them to underwriting for approval, ensuring
all applications are thorough and accurate

» Stay updated on industry regulations and
best practices to ensure compliance through-
out the loan process

Minimum Qualifications:

+ A high school diploma or equivalent

* At least one (1) year of Mortgage Loan Pro-
cessing, Underwriting, Origination experi-
ence with desired, but not required

« Strong attention to detail and excellent or-
ganizational abilities to manage multiple loan
applications efficiently

* Ability to communicate complex financial in-
formation clearly and effectively to members
« Proficiency in Microsoft Office products to
include Word, Excel, and Outlook

Skills, Abilities & Expectations:

* Ability to work in a fast-paced team environ-
ment, manage multiple tasks, and prioritize
work

* Ability to apply general accounting knowl-
edge processes (debits, credits, balancing)

» Assuring customer service is top prior-
ity whether internally or externally, treating
members and employees professionally, with
courtesy and respect

« Detail oriented and organized with excellent
interpersonal and communication skills

+ Stay abreast of regulatory requirements and
complete annual compliance training applica-
ble to the position

Contact Susan Jester at the Toledo Urban
Federal Credit Union: 419-255- 8876 — sjest-
er@toledo urban .net
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The Bluff Street Village— Tiny Homes

Special to The Truth

Monroe Street Neighborhood Community Center sponsored an Open
House at Bluff Street Village Tiny Homes on Saturday, May 16. The Open
House was on Bluff Street at Rosedale Street.

Visitors were able to view the inside of one of the houses among the seven
that have been built over the last five years by the Monroe Street Neighbor-
hood Center.

Bluff Street, located in Toledo’s Monroe-Auburn Neighborhood, sat nearly
abandoned for many years. Now, the Bluff Street Village project is helping to
transform the deserted road into a flourishing, beautiful neighborhood.

Bluff Street Village provides high-quality housing for persons with annual
incomes of lessthan $22,000. The project gives the residents opportunitiesto
build equity while transforming Bluff Street into a thriving, beautiful neigh-
borhood.

While there are currently seven homes on the street, another eight are en-
visioned by the Center within the next few years. Six of the homes are occu-
pied, mostly by individuals with disabilities. The residents rent their homes
for seven years and then can assume ownership of the fully-paid residences.
During their seven years they participate in monthly association meetings,
attend workshops that deal with home maintenance and budgeting and they
donate 10 hours of community service per month.

The homes are not pre-fabricated units. They have been built from the
ground up by the Center’s team, said Rev. Larry Clark, who has served on
the Monroe Street Neighborhood Center board of directors for six years.

AlphasDonateto
Wayman Palmer YMCA

The Truth Staff

The late esteemed Wayman D. Palmer was a member of the Alpha Phi
Alpha Fraternity, Inc, so it was only appropriate for the current members of
the Alpha Xi Lambda Chapter to recognize the impact his namesake Y MCA
Branch has and will have on the community. Donating funds will help the
branch enhance that impact.

The fraternity donated $1,500 to the Wayman D. Palmer Y MCA on Thurs-
day, May 14 — funds that will be earmarked to increase youth membership
and programs, said Suzette Rushing, Wayman Palmer Y executive director.

Noting the association of Wayman Palmer himself with the Chapter, Craig
Teamer said that “thisis a good way for us to commemorate his impact” on
the community.

“We want to build that communication and that connection,” added Keith
Nelson who organized the gift event, the first of its kind for the chapter. “This
is an ongoing relationship for us.”

The project depends
on donors and sponsors
to make this tiny-home
community cometo life.
Bluff Street Village is
a stabilizing force—an
encouraging sign of new
investment and bright
horizons that will spark
new development in the
surrounding area.

The Monroe Street
Neighborhood ~ Com-
munity Center and Ex-
ecutive Director Tracci
Johnson provide neces-
sary food, clothing, Se-
nior Exercise program
and summer reading en-
richment program called
Freedom School. The
center provides services
geared toward strength-
ening families.

Individuals,  groups
and corporations may
sponsor  Bluff  Street
Village — Tiny Houses
Project by contacting
Johnson at 419-473-
1167, ext. 206. Dona
tions can be made at
the website: www.mon-
roesnc.com/donate/
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L ucas County Commissioner Anita Lopez Hosts

Fundraiser

The Truth Staff

Lucas County Commissioner Anita Lopez held a fundraiser on Thursday,
May 14 at La Fiestaon West Sylvaniaand friends and supporters came out to
donate and to join her at the popular restaurant.

Lopez is not up for re-election until 2028 but, like many elected officials,
shebelievesthat hosting periodic fundrai sersthroughout her term make sense
for anumber of reasons. It's easier on everyone's pocketbook, for starters.

“1 think that it's important to raise a little bit of money every year,” she

APPLY NOW!

For more information, criteria, and the easy online application, visit:
www.lcmhrsb.oh.gov/minigrant/

said. “It's hard to go to an individua and ask [once every four years] for a
lot of money.”

As an elected official, periodic gatherings such as last week’s also giver
her an opportunity to connect and “see what their needs are because I always
want to be accessible.”

Food was provided for guests throughout the evening and the food was, in
LaFiesta style, outstanding.

Brent Rombach, Anita Lopez, Ryan
Reiter

LC Commissioner Anita Lopez and Tina
Butts




