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The Beat of a Different Drummer
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

If a man does not keep pace with his companions, perhaps it is because he hears a different drummer. Let him 

step to the music which he hears, however measured or far away.                                                       
                      - Henry David Thoreau 

Rep. Josh Williams

America has always had a complicated relation-
ship with people who refuse to march in step. 

Our nation loves a bootstrap story, for instance, 
right up until the boots belong to a Black man or 
woman walking somewhere the script didn’t call 
for them to go. 

Joshua Williams heard a different drummer: 
a Black man, who grew up in inner-city Toledo, 
slept on park benches as a teenager, and eventually 
found his way to the Ohio Statehouse as a Repub-
lican. Neither party quite knew what to do with 
him when he got there, refusing the stereotypical 
roles both parties had already cast for him.

including in Paulding County, where I received an overwhelming number 
of votes, indicating that the GOP base is not concerned with the race of the 
candidate, it’s more about name recognition and making sure that you have 
the funds to be able to get your message across to voters, and we weren’t able 
to do that in the election cycle. 

Perryman: Was it your strategy, or what was it that contributed most to 

Williams: Fundraising.
Perryman: 
Williams: 

me. I earned over 100 endorsements in my congressional race, but my op-
ponent had name recognition from his prior congressional race, and I wasn’t 
able to overcome without adequate funding.

Perryman: Did you have any issues where you were treated with racial 

Williams: Absolutely, by Democrats.
Perryman: 
Williams: Absolutely not. I never once had any racial animus from my 

own party. If anything, they were supportive; they were disappointed that 
I’m not going to be in the House, and they have encouraged me to run in the 
future. But members of the minority party, the Democrats, hate my candida-
cy as a Black conservative because they want a monopoly on Black voices. 
The only racial animus I ever received was from white liberals within the 
House of Representatives.

Perryman: 
Williams: In the beginning, they didn’t know how to take me. They didn’t 

know what my role would be within the Republican Party, but then they saw 
that I was introducing bipartisan legislation they could get behind. It’s not 
about getting wins or losses for a political party; it’s about getting wins or 
losses for your constituents, which means I represent both Democrats, Re-
publicans, Independents and third-party members. I prided myself on being 
able to set politics aside and focus on policy.

Perryman: 
Williams: I’m most proud of being able to bring Black representation 

within the GOP party and showing that there is a place for minorities within 
both political parties, not just the Democrats.

Perryman: Do you feel like you moved the needle at all on how the Ohio 

Williams: Absolutely. By being in the room and engaging in discussions, 
people were able to hear conservative positions articulated in a way that 
makes sense to minority communities. When I was able to have conversa-
tions with minorities, regardless of whether it was a Black individual, an 
Indian individual, or a Latino individual, we just talked about issues that af-
fected them every day. The price of gas, how much taxes they had, property 
taxes, school funding, community safety — that’s an issue that resonated 
with them. In general elections, you saw nontraditional Republican voters 
swing my way, and I outperformed almost every Republican on the ballot in 
my second House race.

Perryman:What does the morning of January 1st look like for Josh Wil-

Williams: Waking up and going to work. January 1, 2027, will just mean 
that, at that time, I lose the title of State Representative, but that’s not the 

I’m a husband and a father; third, I’m a lawyer. I’m still going to be the same 
man, just without a title in front of my name.

Perryman:Alright, thank you very much for your time, and God be with 
you going forward. 

Williams: By the way, di
It would recognize Sojourner Truth Day here in the State of Ohio.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org

-

primary. He will now leave the Ohio Legislature in January.

Yet, that is not just an Ohio story. All four Black Republican lawmakers 
currently serving in the U.S. House of Representatives are also expected to 
leave by January 2027. Few Black Republicans are running for Congress this 
cycle, and none are regarded as likely to win. Senator Tim Scott of South 
Carolina will then stand as the Only Black Republican on Capitol Hill.

Which raises the question that Josh Williams’ political life puts on the 
table: Is there room in American politics for a Black man or woman who 

-

I sat down with Williams, his wounds still fresh in the aftermath of his 
-

vember general election for U.S. District 9.
Here is our conversation.
Perryman:
Williams: I was disappointed in the results.
Perryman:
Williams: That they’re hoping to block representation. In new portions of 

the district where my opponent didn’t have name ID I performed very well, 
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We Can Do Better…
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Here is a question or a series of thoughts for my 
dear readers about your opinions regarding the re-
cent arrest of a juvenile girl on three charges, with 

By the way, this is the same juvenile who, in a 
recent video, was taken to the ground by a Toledo 

arrested on several charges involving that walk-
ing incident and is awaiting further juvenile court 

-
tion was unfortunate and should not have happened in the way that it was 

eaching 

handle this community engagement and he apparently did not know how to 

language at the girls thinking he was being macho and speaking the “com-

-

police academy taught tool to gain community control and respect?
From my limited vantage point, it was a situation by which the police car 

should have slowed down, respectfully addressed the young girls and in-
formed them that they should not walk in the street unless there are no curbs 

that they zoomed by a white youth playing basketball in the street and with 

Did they later go back to that youth and inform him not to shoot hoops while 
in the street?

Because the adults in the situation with the young girls lost control, things 

down to the ground, on the reasoning that she resisted when she was placed 

community relations and control, so also does the arrested girl need some 
instruction as to how to behave in public and especially so towards anyone 

something like the below:
(1) Do you have the emotional maturity and intellectual capacity to deal 

(2) How do you engage the public when confronted by a situation that 

(3) Confronting juveniles…what to say and what not to say and how to say 

(8) Only use force when all else fails and you or the watching public is in 
imminent dange

As for the juvenile involved, it appears that she was a recipient of a house-
hold that did not have the ability, capacity or wherewithal to impart values 
that when tested or challenged, the juvenile could respond in a rational and 

people get out in the public spaces and act the clown or the fool and wind up 

From my vantage point of doing both juvenile and criminal defense work, 
I am many times saddened by the lack of basic civic skills of respect and the 
lack of emotional control that too many juveniles exhibit that cause them to 

have qualities that everyone needs to successfully negotiate when interacting 

But, acting the fool or acting the public clown for purposes of impressing 
your best buds or because you need attention, that does go out of style…real 

Ta’sheneeda or a Da’Marcus causing havoc at a fast food restaurant, a mov-
ie theatre, a public park, concert venue, library, school or grocery store by 

I have said and will shout it out again, that kids having kids have nothing 
of value to pass on to those kids since apparently those birthing kids missed 
out on the plot line that having kids without a proper family structure and/or 

You can weep and wail and write me all sorts of angry emails but I remain 
resolute: The Black community is weakened and impaired when we do not 

If an absentee baby maker (male or female) who is procreating and is not 
willing or able to provide the basics for a stable home, then the community 

-

The Black community for decades has suffered under the onerous weight 
of incomplete homes and the results of open promiscuity that we have pro-
duced generations of some kids who later became adults and who were not 

 Yeah…yeah, I know of situations by which the norm was shattered and 
single parent  household

Contact Lafe Tolliver at lafe5x@gmail.com

New & used auto loans   
Competitive rates & terms 

Convenient payment options 
Apply online or at a branch.    
Or ask for Glass City financing
at an area auto dealership.
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The Shackles Our Founders Warned Us 
About 
By Ben Jealous 

Guest Column

My grandmother was born in 1916 on the same 
red Virginia ground where her grandfather was 
born enslaved. She lived to 105. She carried the 
weight of what her family had been to my family, 
and what her family had been to itself, the way you 
carry a stone you cannot put down. 

When she died, the stone passed to me. I went 
looking. What I found was a paradox written in 
blood. The man Thomas Jefferson called “the most 
learned and logical” of the founding generation 

but not right. He wrote that shackles, however nicely polished, would never 
sit easy on free men. 

He was Jefferson’s cousin and political mentor. He helped invent the 
American argument. He owned 30 human beings. In 1769, in Jefferson’s 

to do one brave thing: introduce a bill making it easier for masters to free the 
people they enslaved. 

try. In Jefferson’s words, he was “treated with the grossest indecorum.” He 
kept his 30 slaves. He died still holding them. 

That is the strange courage of the founding. A man who understood that 
government without consent is tyranny could not break the shackles in his 
own house. He indicted himself with his own argument. So did Jefferson. So 

did every Virginia patriot who signed his name to natural rights while hold
ing the title to another human being. 

They wrote the creed anyway. They knew it would destabilize them. And 

not free. 

free left the place of his enslavement as a teenager and never looked back. He 
cobbled shoes. He preached. He kept a lighthouse on the same point of land 
where the patriot’s plantation once stood. 

In 1879 the people of Prince George and Surry Counties elected him to the 
Virginia House of Delegates as part of the most successful biracial coalition 

the public whipping post. They founded what is now Virginia State Univer
sity.

They rebuilt the colleges the war had broken. They funded free public 

moment, the Virginia the patriot could have written into law and would not. 

The Danville Massacre of 1883 ended that coalition with bullets. The argu

Read the grievances in the Declaration of Independence one more time. 
Standing armies in our streets without the consent of our legislatures. The 
military rendered superior to the civil power. Quartering armed troops among 
us. The protection of armed men, by mock trial, from punishment for mur
ders committed against us. 

Last June the President federalized California National Guardsmen and 

jection. A federal judge ruled it violated the Posse Comitatus Act. 

Patrick Henry warned of exactly this in 1788. He used almost the same 

general warrants — blank checks to search any home, any paper, any person. 

In 2024 the Fifth Circuit ruled that geofence warrants, which sweep up the 

bidden by the Constitution. The court named the colonial writs of assistance. 
Section 702 of FISA lets the government query Americans’ communications 
— swept up in surveillance of foreign targets — without a warrant. 

The 1033 Program has poured seven billion dollars of military gear into 

among us, protected from punishment by a mock trial. 

This is not a left issue. It is not a right issue. Ron Wyden and Rand Paul 
wrote the Fourth Amendment Is Not For Sale Act together. The ACLU and 
Cato agree. The grievances are not partisan because the grievances are not 
new. They are the same grievances written in the same hand against the same 
kind of power. 

The patriot understood the principle and could not live by it. His descen
dant lived it and was outvoted by force. My grandmother carried the weight 

Ben Jealous is a professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania 
and former President & CEO of the NAACP. 
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A Community Conversation with the North 
Toledo Coalition Empowers Neighborhood 
History and Future
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

On Saturday, May 16, a coffee conversation was held at 2140 N. Summit with 
the North Toledo Coalition and community members. The purpose of the meet-
ing was to inform and educate the broader Toledo community about some chal-
lenges as well as the successes the group of volunteers have been able to make. 

The focus of the Coalition has been the empowerment of the neighborhood 
residents for street clean ups and active resource building. The Coalition volun-
teers shared in a roundtable discussion the triumphs that the neighborhood has 
made as one of the oldest neighborhoods in Toledo. They have persevered while 
taking pride in an understanding of responsibility in self-reliance that has been 
set by the organizer and advocate, Alfonso Narvaez.

 A Toledo native and resident of the north side of Toledo for over 30 years, 
Narvaez took the reins in championing his community from an early age, “I 
knew we deserved better” stated Narvaez. Steering what once was a block watch 
initiative to what now is the North Toledo Coalition, was Narvaez’s direct re-
sponse to hearing what his community needed. 

The stigma of block watch groups limited engagement amongst the neighbor-
hoods and led them to feel that they were under surveillance rather than being 
listened to. Narvaez turned that feedback into a resource initiative that better re-

his representation for north Toledo by becoming a candidate for City Council to 

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

gether the community to 
ensure their safety after a 

station from the area prior 

is a staple so we had to 
-

vaez held up that moment 
of solidarity as an example 
of the necessity to keep 
his community together. 
Therefore he did not hesi-
tate to support his nephew 
in continuing to be a bea-
con of unity and represen-
tation for north Toledo.

Narvaez has partnered 
with the NORF-END 
Neighbors to expand the 
initiatives of the coali-
tion beyond cleanups to 
reinvestment. The groups 
will be coming together 
to develop pocket parks, 
small park subdivisions 
for local neighbor use. 
The group will be hosting 
a day of service at the Sa-
lem church on August 22 
to continue their cleanup 
work and raise awareness 
for the spot they have ad-
opted on Lagrange and 
New York Avenue to be 

-
velopment.

 The North Toledo Co-
alition plans to continue 
to meet weekly for small-
er cleanup tasks that are 
open to all neighbors that 
can be found on their so-
cial media page. 

Adam Narvaez and north Toledo resident

Alfonso Narvaez, founder of North Toledo Coalition 
and Tina Sprouse, president of NORF-End 

Neighbors

City Council President Vanice Williams listens to a 
north Toledo resident

bring a voice to his com-
munity. 

Despite not serving 
on City Council he car-
ries the torch to ignite 
his neighbors to stay 
engaged with their local 
political environment by 
hosting guests such as 
City Council President 
Vanice Williams for 
conversations with the 
Toledo North Coalition. 
Narvaez reaching out to 

fruit of support that has 
grown from family and 
friends. 

Narvaez’s uncle, 
Adam, recalled initiating 
the campaign for City 
Council and bringing to-
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... continued on page 10

State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson Named Voice 
of Justice Award Recipient
Award recognizes commitment to helping low-income Ohioans access justice
Special to The Truth    

The Ohio Access to Justice Foundation is pleased to 
recognize Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo) as the 
2026 recipient of the Voice of Justice Award.

The Foundation created the Voice of Justice Award in 
2015 to recognize a person or organization that demon-
strates outstanding leadership and advocacy on behalf 
of low-income Ohioans who may need legal assistance 

Throughout her career, Sen. Hicks-Hudson has con-
sistently demonstrated a commitment to empowering Ohioans and improving 
their quality of life. As a Reginald Heber Smith Fellow, Sen. Hicks-Hudson 
began her career at Toledo Legal Aid Society, representing senior citizens and 
working with several community groups as a community organizer. She has 
focused much of her career on addressing the challenges that people, espe-
cially young people, face with the legal system.

Sen. Hicks-Hudson is trained in mediation and advocates for neglected and 
underrepresented youth as a Court Appointed Special Advocate-Guardian ad 
Litem. Recently, she championed legislation to modernize and improve Ohio’s 
domestic relations law. Senate Bill 174 will recenter domestic relations law 
on the best interests of the child and encourage parents to cooperate in shared 

“Senator Hicks-Hudson’s career as a legal aid attorney, family law practitio-
ner, law professor, Guardian ad Litem, and public servant has had an immea-
surable impact on access to justice in Ohio,” said the Foundation’s Executive 
Director Angie Lloyd. “The Ohio Access to Justice Foundation is proud to 
recognize her contributions with the 2026 Voice of Justice Award.”

The Ohio Access to Justice Foundation ensures that Ohioans who are low-
income or who lack access can fully and fairly participate in civil systems that 
produce just outcomes. Established in 1994, the Foundation funds Ohio’s legal 
aids and other access to justice initiatives through the IOLTA/IOTA program, 

Ohioans have access to legal help, information, and representation, which en-
sures fairness for all in the justice system.

The City’s Summer 
Safety Strategy
Special to The Truth    

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz gathered police, prosecutors, youth organiza-
tions, transit leaders, and community violence interveners last week to launch 
a coordinated summer safety strategy — one built on the premise that keeping 
Toledo safe requires everyone at the table.

“As we’ve seen our crime stats continue to improve year after year, we know 
our approach is working,” said Mayor Kapszukiewicz. “Today we want to 
highlight all of our partners and, in particular, all the ways they’re going to 
bring positive opportunities to young people this summer.”

Seventy summer program offerings span everything from urban farming to 
basketball to podcasting. City pools will open June 2, including a new splash 
pad at Jamie Farr Park, and free swim lessons will be offered in July. Forty 
concerts are scheduled in city parks — including Party in the Park and the 
Levitt BLOC Series. Movie nights, pickleball clinics, and Let’s Get Moving 
walking events round out a full season of activity across every Toledo neigh-
borhood.

“If we work together — families, neighbors, faith leaders, and local govern-
ment — we can create a safer, more connected community for everyone,” 
Councilman John Hobbs III said, echoing the Mayor’s sentiments about col-
laboration. “Because safety doesn’t start with policy, it starts with people.”

Toledo Police Chief Mike Troendle didn’t shy away from the risks that 
come with summer. “Unfortunately, there is a correlation between the summer 
months and an increase in crime,” he said. “We would prefer not to make a 
single arrest this summer. We would prefer not to have to respond to a single 
shooting,” the Police Chief emphasized. “The Toledo Police Department will 
be out in full force to ensure our community is safe.”

The city’s approach to safety isn’t limited to policing. Raymond Campos, 

Violence is not.”
So far this year, Save Our Community has made 35 coordinated responses 

interventions, and continues engagement through mentorship, restorative jus-
tice, case management, and workforce support. The organization is hosting 
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Art Tatum Zone’s Success Planning Initiative’s 
First Year
The Truth Staff

The Art Tatum Zone and Pickett Elementary celebrated the Success Plan-
ning initiative on Thursday, May 21, as students, teachers, parents and the 

-
ments of the program.

Eighty-two students in both kindergarten and the sixth grade participat-
ed in the Success Planning initiative at Pickett and demonstrated dramatic 
increases in learning achievement. The students received more than 1500 
hours of individualized time with more than 40 volunteer Success Coaches 
during the academic year.

In addition, 85 percent of the students have shown improvements in at least 
one of the three main areas of focus: academics, behavior or attendance and 
students and families reported a greater sense of belonging and connective-

success, reported 
In 2024, it was announced that the Art Tatum Zone, along with core part-

ners, United Way of Greater Toledo, Lucas Metropolitan Housing and Tole-
do Public Schools, had been named one of 10 organizations in the country to 

Planning Community of Practice.
After a year of planning and preparation with experts from the Success 

Planning team at Harvard, the Art Tatum Zone implemented the Success 

have indeed been impressive.

the Art Tatum Zone said: “The dedication of our Kindergarten Champions 

community gave more than 1,000 volunteer hours to help kindergartners 

powerful example of what happens when community members come along-
side our youngest learners with love, consistency and purpose.”

“We are here to celebrate a journey of growth, resilience, connection and 
success,” said Shelia Cook, one of the volunteer Success Coaches, as she 

Sheila Cook and Christine Sweeney

seen and heard [students] who have experienced growth academically but 
also personally and emotionally – they have set goals and have accomplished 
them.”

Praising the students for their overall success during the year, Christina 
Sweeney added that “the greatest success is never academic; we believe in 
you, you are more than capable.”

Dinner was part of the celebration, after which the students and coaches 

As for the second year, Calvin Sweeney, president of the Art Tatum Zone, 
said: “Our vision for the Success Planning initiative for the 2067-27 academ-
ic year is to build on the momentum of this year and ensure students contin-

opened the celebra-
tion last Thursday with 
remarks. “It has been 
more than a program 
and service, it has been 
about people.” 

Cook praised the 
adults for helping the 
students as “they dis-
covered their strengths 
and overcame chal-
lenges and moved to-
wards their goals.” The 
celebration, said Cook, 

how far we have come 
together.”

“This is a celebra-
tion,” said Christine 
Sweeney during her re-
marks. “All of us need 
someone who knows us 
and hears us. The [Suc-
cess Coaches] have 

Calvin Sweeney and Sheila Cook

ue to feel supported as 
they transition into new 
learning environments. 
We are deeply commit-
ted to the continuity of 
care, walking alongside 
students and families 
with individualized 
support that helps them 
navigate change, stay 
connected and continue 
moving toward suc-
cess. As we look ahead, 
we want to expand this 
level of personalized 
support to even more 
students who can ben-

caring partner in their 
educational journey.”

Page 7May 27, 2026



Warren AME Church Honors the Women 
Missionary Society
The Truth Staff

First Lady Ruby and Pastor 
Clifton Kilpatrick

The members of the Warren African Methodist Episcopal Church held their annual 
Missionary Day Celebration on Sunday, May 17, in order the celebrate the accom-
plishments of the church’s Lillian E. Mitchell Women’s Missionary Society.

Geust speaker LaDonna Moore-Liggins, 3rd District WMS Society president, 
brought the word for the day’s celebration.

The purpose of the Warren AME Women’s Missionary Society is the strengthen 
faith and continue the ministry of Jesus Christ by serving locally, connectional, dis-
trict and global community, also empowering women to grow and glow spiritually, 
said Debra Jelks, WMS president. “We support health and wellness initiative, disaster 
relief, the elderly and children. I like to think of us as being the hands and feet of God, 
women winning souls for Christ.”

-
ledo’s Kid Mayor, Jamie Howard. Jamie is a student at Ellea P. Stewart Academy for 
Girls. That school is one of the WMS community projects that the group has support-
ed for years. Jamie and her family and teacher were invited to attend worship service 
so the group could express their pride in her achievements.

Moore-Liggins delivered a powerful inspiring 
message around the theme of “Bloom where you are 

patience, kindness and faith.
Presiding Elder Timmothy Liggins also participat-

ed in the service with the WMS.
Pastor Clifton Kilpatrick is the spiritual leader of 

Warren AME Church. The members of the WMS 
thanked Pastor Kilpatrick for his support, compas-
sion, kindness but above all his spiritual leadership 
and guidance.

(l. to r.): Madison Guy, Nevaeh Harris, Merical Guy, Kelly Knapke, Shanon 
Soovagian, Margaret Huntley, Debra Jelks, Speaker – LaDonna Moore 
Liggins, Ruby Kilpatrick, Joyce Powell, Katrina Cogdell, Rev. Darlene 
Williams, Pastor Clifton Kilpatrick, Presiding Elder Timothy Liggons

(l. to r.): Madison Guy, Nevaeh Harris, Merical Guy, Margaret Huntley, 
Debra Jelks, President; LaDonna Moore Liggins, President AMEC 3rd 
District WMS; Ruby Kilpatrick, First Lady; Joyce Powell; Katrina Cog-

dell. Members not in the photo: Darlene Sawyer, Shirley Jackson, Theo 
Simmons Hampton, Rosa Day, Rosie Payne, Myrna Banks, Dominique 

Bradley, YPD Director
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...continued on page 12

Congreswoman Marcy Kaptur, Bishop Talmadge 
Thomas, NHA CEO Doni Miller

Doc Martin’s Remedy Shoppe and Apothecary
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

The Hensville area of the Warehouse District 
has a new health clinic, a new pharmacy and 
“an old fashioned ice cream parlor,” said Bishop 
Talmadge Thomas, chairman of the board of di-
rectors of the Neighborhood Health Association, 
as he opened up the ribbon cutting ceremony on 
Friday, May 22, for Doc Martin’s Remedy Shop-
pe and Apothecary at 12 N. St. Clair.

“It’s a statement of what equitable medical care 
looks like,” Thomas continued describing the 

collaboration, vision and commitment to serving 
the Toledo neighborhood.”

The new NHA building will not only house a 
walk-in medical clinic, a full-service pharmacy 
and an ice cream parlor with sandwiches and 

building that was renovated with the assistance 
of federal funds and Vibrancy Initiative monies 
from the City of Toledo.

“The dollars were hard fought and hard won,” 
said Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur about the 

-
borhood assistance given the current political 
climate.

However, now that Doc Martin’s is open, the 

noted the speakers at the ribbon-cutting cere-
mony. “If they can’t afford health care, they can 

The Ribbon Cutting to open Doc Martin’s

of who we are in Toledo.”
The City of Toledo’s Vibrancy Initiative was 

established six years ago, said Mayor Wade 
Kapszukiewicz, “to help lift up neighborhoods.” 
Doc Martin’s “helps us achieve our policy goal 
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Toledo Library’s Summer Read Challenge 
Returns with Reading Rewards and Free 
Summer Fun
Annual challenge encourages reading all summer long while Library programs offer free 
entertainment and activities for all ages
Special to The Truth

Summer Read, the Toledo Lucas County Public Library’s annual summer 
reading challenge, returns June 1. Readers of all ages will have until Aug. 1 
to complete the challenge and earn prizes along the way.

“The Toledo Library’s Summer Read challenge helps students maintain 
and strengthen reading habits during the summer months,” said Nancy 
Eames, the Library’s youth services coordinator. “At the same time, it en-
courages families and adults to make reading part of their everyday routines 
and discover new books, authors and interests together.”

The Summer Read challenge is simple: participants read for 30 days be-
tween June 1–Aug. 1 for the opportunity to earn prizes while supplies last. 
This year’s prizes include:

* A book to keep from the Library’s special selection for kids and teens and 
a mug for adults when they complete the reading challenge.

Everyone who completes Summer Read will also be entered into grand 

prize drawings for Nintendo Switch Lites, Kindles, gift cards and more.
Beginning June 1, Toledo Library customers can sign up for Summer Read 

and track their reading in one of three ways:
* Using the paper tracker, available at any Library location.
* Registering online at toledolibrary.org/summer (https://www.toledolibrary.

org/summer?utm_source=Toledo+Lucas+County+Public+Library&utm_
campaign=1d401e225b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_05_11_02_11&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_-1d401e225b-157321241) .

* Logging their reading through a Beanstack account (available on Google 
Play and in the Apple App Store).

Participants who register in person will receive their sign-up prize imme-
diately. Those who register digitally may visit any Toledo Library location to 
collect their sign-up prize.

In addition to Summer Read, the Toledo Library will offer a lineup of near-
ly 250 free scheduled programs and performances, plus drop-in hands-on ac-
tivities at all locations throughout the summer for children, teens and adults. 
Highlights of this year’s summer programming includes:

* Glovation Circus
* It’s Electric with Imagination Station
* Andrew Martin’s Fun and Fantasy Comedy-Magic Show
* Toledo Mud Hens and Walleye 2026 Summer Series
* Living Dinosaurs with Nature’s Nursery
* Summer Read with NFL star Chris Wormley
Programs will take place at Library locations across Lucas County through-

out the summer. Many events are free and open to the public, though some 
may require advance registration.

“Summer at the Library is about creating opportunities for connection 
and shared experiences,” said Eames. “We’re excited to provide welcoming 
spaces where families and neighbors can learn, create and have fun together 
all season long.”

Visit toledolibrary.org/summer (https://www.toledolibrary.org/
summer?utm_source=Toledo+Lucas+County+Public+Library&utm_
campaign=1d401e225b-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_05_11_02_11&utm_
medium=email&utm_term=0_-1d401e225b-157321241) for complete Sum-
mer Read details, program listings and registration information.

Summer Read is supported in part by The Library Legacy Foundation, 
Friends of the Library and Directions Credit Union.

p.m. at the Grosbeak Picnic Shelter at Glass City Metropark, open to the entire 
community.

As of today, Toledo has recorded seven homicides — a 20 percent decrease 

fatalities this year. The Mayor drew the parallel deliberately: two causes of 
death, equally tragic, equally preventable.

That parallel connects directly to Vision Zero, Toledo’s commitment to elim-
-

agement Commissioner Stephanie Bartlett reinforced the ask: follow the rules 
of the road, pay attention, be predictable, be visible, and always wear a helmet 
or seatbelt.

The event ended with remarks from many of the youth program partners 
funded by the City of Toledo, including TARTA, the Wayman Palmer YMCA, 
and the Arts Commission.

“For anyone still saying there’s nothing to do in Toledo, that’s simply not 
true,” Mayor Kapszukiewicz closed. “Thank you again to all our partners who 
are making this not only an incredible summer for our young ones, but a safe 
one too.”

summer events and programs at toledo.
oh.gov/summer. (https://toledo.oh.gov/summer)

Summer Safety Strategy...continued from page 6
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Vince Davis

By State Farm® Editorial Team

Guest Column

-

-

-

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

-

-

• Options 

-

Don’t “set it and forget it”

-

-
-

-

-

-

• 
-

-

-

-

-

-

•

-



Doc Martin’s...continued from page 9

A Beginner’s Guide to Home Loans
Special to The Truth

Buying a home is one of the largest purchases most people will make 

purchase. This primer on home loans explains the mortgage basics, includ-
ing what a mortgage is, typical types of loans, and the concept of shopping 
for a lender.

What is a Mortgage?
A mortgage is a loan used to purchase a home or other real estate. The 

term mortgage may also be used to indicate the amount of money you bor-
row, with interest, to purchase your house. The mortgage amount is usually 
the purchase price of the home minus your down payment.

Before taking out a mortgage, it’s important to understand the upfront 
and ongoing costs of homeownership, including closing costs, property 
taxes, insurance, and maintenance. If you fall behind on your mortgage 
payments and can’t resolve the delinquency, your lender may begin fore-
closure proceedings, which could result in losing your home.

Choosing a Loan Term
Consider the loan term, which is the length of time it will take you to 

repay your loan. Your loan term will affect your interest rate, monthly pay-
ment and the total amount of interest you will pay over the life of the loan.

Long-term mortgages, such as the most common 30-year term, typically 
have:

• Smaller monthly payments than short-term mortgages, making your 
mortgage more affordable month by month.

• Higher mortgage rates, meaning you’ll pay more in interest over the life 
of the loan.

Short-term mortgages, which typically come in the form of 10, 15 or 20 
years, generally have:

• Lower interest rates than long-term mortgages, meaning you’ll pay less 

interest over the life of the loan.
• Higher monthly payments than long-term mortgages.
Deciding on a Loan Type
There are two basic types of mortgages:
Fixed-rate mortgages (FRM) lock in one interest rate for the life of the 

loan. This means your monthly mortgage payment will remain the same for 
the entire loan term.

Adjustable-rate mortgages (ARM) have an interest rate that will change 
over the life of the loan, and rates typically start off lower than those of a 

to 10 years, your interest rate will change based on market conditions.
Finding a Lender

and goals, it’s time to shop for a lender. Your lender is an important part 
of your homebuying team, and will help guide you through the rest of the 
mortgage process.

You can obtain estimates from many types of lenders, including loan of-

Different lenders will offer different terms and interest rates and charge 
different fees. That’s why it’s important to explore your options. Freddie 
Mac research shows that getting just one additional rate quote could save 

more quotes saved an average of about $3,000.
Because mortgage rates change frequently, be sure to compare loans on 

the same day to accurately judge loan estimates. It’s also best to do your 
mortgage shopping swiftly, as multiple credit inquiries outside a 45-day 
period could lower your credit score.

Crunching the Numbers
Freddie Mac’s personalized tools and resources include a loan term cal-

culator for exploring whether a short-term or long-term mortgage may be 

adjustable-rate mortgage better meets your needs; and a loan comparison 
calculator to help you determine the differences between multiple loan es-
timates. To access these calculators, along with other free resources and 
information, visit https://myhome.freddiemac.com.

A mortgage is a long-term commitment and a legally binding contract.
Before borrowing, be sure to understand the ins and outs of how home 
loans work, and 

Courtesy StatePoint

to bring amenities into the downtown area that it has lacked for so long.” 
Next, he added, is a grocery store. “Targeted public resources can make a 
difference.”

The driving force behind the creation of Doc Martin’s, the 14th NHA 
facility in the Toledo area, is CEO Doni Miller who has led the health care 
agency for the majority of its 56 year existence. Miller did not speak at 
the ribbon cutting, but those who did speak were quick to give her their 
acknowledgements.

Kaptur in fact brought a bouquet of roses to honor Miller and Toledo City 
Council President Vanice Williams, who also represents the 4th District – 
the location of the Warehouse District – praised Miller for her many years 
of service, years during which Williams has looked up to Miller and NHA 
as an example of how change happens.

“The Neighborhood Health Association has been doing the work to pro-
vide important needs,” said Williams.

Coleena Ali, deputy director, Department of Housing & Community De-
velopment, also spoke about the impact of the Doc Martin’s project on 
neighborhood development. “This is a commitment to a healthier, stronger 
and more connected neighborhood,” said Ali. “Healthcare and community 
development are intertwined.”

The pharmacy is open Monday through Saturday and closed on Sundays. 
The medical clinics are open Monday through Thursday and on Saturdays.

The mission of NHA is to provide exceptional health care services and 
empower and educate while aggressively working to eliminate health care 
inequities and supporting personal responsibility for one’s own health re-
gardless of the ability to pay.
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Ghalen: A Romance in Black by Walter Mosley
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

c. 2026
Amistad
$30.00

360 pages

Take care.

What a nice thing for someone to say as they 
take their leave! Be well. Stay safe. Be careful, 
watch where you walk, be mindful so you can see 
one another again. Take care – and, as in the new 
novel, Ghalen by Walter Mosley, take care of others, too.

but the romance that sprang from there was often sunny for years to come. 

Jammy was a scientist; Robert worked as an assistant chef at a restaurant. 
She took care of him when a policeman pushed him down on the cement, 
hitting his head and causing slight brain damage. He taught her to think 
slowly and carefully. They balanced one another well – and when she gave 
birth to their only son, it was the pinnacle of their lives.

Ghalen was the best of both his parents. His mother said he was “the 
smartest person” she’d ever encountered. His father taught him to think 
smart, to be kind, and that no job was beneath him. The boy grew up to 
be handsome and popular, a natural leader at a young age, a son who was 
willing to take care of his parents, even when he was just a schoolboy. He 
loved, and was loved deeply by those who knew him – and that included 
many women.

But as Ghalen grew and matured, he began to realize that he needed to 
make his own way in the world.  His father would need even more help in 
the future, his grandmothers were not aging well, but life was an adventure 

to seize. Was college necessary, 
when so many people would 
require his assistance later, or 
were Ghalen’s talents needed 
closer to home now, with his 
father and his best friend, who 
was in and out of jail? 

How would Ghalen ever be-
come a man of his own?

Chances are, if you picked up 
a copy of this book, you’d be 
looking for either “a Romance 
in Black” or you’d expect an-
other fast-paced novel from au-
thor Walter Mosley. The prob-
lem is, you might not get either.

Ghalen is messy. It’s not a 
romance in the usual sense; 
there’s a lot of sex, including an 
uncomfortably explicit assault 
scene, but not a lot of love-

more Forrest-Gump-ish, as the 

bounces through many, many 
adult-like events over the course of a few months.  

Fans, though, they won’t mind. This book is written in the usual Mosley 
style, with long conversations, tiny details, psychology in characterization 
and plenty of grit, with a bit of his signature detective plotlining thrown in 
for good measure. Readers will also have good reason to wonder if you’ll 
see Ghalen again in another book.

Whether you view that as a good thing or not is another matter. This isn’t 
a bad book, but it may take some patience for readers unused to Mosley’s 
pleasantly-rambling style. You may like Ghalen a lot – or you might not 
care for it.



Miss Debutante 2026...continued from page 16

NANBPWC, Inc. Toledo Club President Tyra 
Smith-Williamson

received a time piece from Henry’s Jewelry and 
a $300 award. The second runner up received a 

Debutante 2026 was awarded a $5000 scholarship. 
Congratulation to all of the 2026 Debutantes as they 
enter their new chapter!

The 2026 Debutantes, Escorts and Sponsors
Dana Bethany
Central Catholic High School
Presented by: Pastor Damon Horton
Sponsored by: Sandra Boyd
Escorted by: Demario Johnson

ShawnZeya Brown
Central Catholic High School
Presented by: Shawn Brown
Sponsored by: Kisha Beu

Brooklynn Harrison
Central Catholic High School
Presented by: Brandon Harrison
Sponsored by: Bryan Harrison
Escorted by: Christian Kynard

Kennedy Powell
Central Catholic High School
Presented by: Calvin Powell
Sponsored by: Wiley Square
Escorted by: Alex Gordon Jr.

Alyson Williams
Central Catholic High School
Presented by: Andre Williamson 

Escorted by: Zenaje Liggins 

Central Catholic High School

Sponsored by: Latoya Chatman
Escorted by: Gavin Eckhart

Kimiko Floyd
St. Ursula Academy
Presented by: John Floyd

Diamond Kendrick
St. Ursula Academy 
Presented 

Escorted by: Bryson Criss
Ja’Niya Jackson

Presented by: Evan Jackson

Escorted by: Javeon Williams

St. Ursula Academy
Presented by: Prentice Phillips
Sponsored by: Gwen Wyse
Escorted by: Amadi Johnson

Sabriah Greer
Central Catholic High School
Presented by: Kevin Greer

Escorted by: Bryson Foster

Dalliss Lothery-Hatch

Presented by: James White
Sponsored by: Erika White

Toledo Early College

Escorted by: Julious Simmons
Debutantes in Waiting:
• Jaiyah Hill- Central Catholic High School

School

School

Fast, Easy, and the Lowest Flooring Prices, Period®

INSTALLATION FINANCING
0%FREE

 
877-519-7762 

®®

®®

• Aubri Stallworth-Notre Dame Academy

iab-Toledo Early College

• Treasure Grant-St. Ursula Academy
• Khloe Duke-St. Ursula Academy 

• Nalae Jones-Central Catholic High School

-

-
cording Secretary BJ Tucker; Correspondence Secre-

Delores Bates, Clara Brank, Deborah Carlisle, 
Iris Page Jones, Wanda Terrell Galloway, Char-

Scribner

  - Dr. Sherry 

Beverly Tucker,
-

tor Damon Horton, 
 - President Tyra 

Smith Williamson
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CLASSIFIEDS    

CUSTODIAN / MAINTENANCE

WGTE Public Media is seeking a full-time Custodian/Maintenance team member to support day-to-day 
operations by maintaining a clean and safe facility. This role is responsible for routine custodial services, 
mail processing, general building maintenance, and minor repairs.

Send your letter and résumé to employment@wgte.org<mailto:employment@wgte.org> or Human Re-
sources, P.O. Box 30, Toledo, OH 43614.

     

MORTGAGE LOAN ASSISTANT
 

Position Summary:

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union is 
seeking a Mortgage Loan Assistant. The 
Mortgage Lending Assistant supports the 
loan officer in processing mortgage applica-
tions, ensuring smooth transactions, and pro-
viding excellent customer service throughout 
the loan process 

Essential Duties and Responsibilities: 

• Support Mortgage Loan Officer by gathering 
and verifying necessary financial documenta-
tion, including proof of income, credit reports, 
and property and title evaluations
• Act as a liaison between members, real es-
tate agents, and escrow companies, updating 
all parties on the status of loan applications 
and ensuring a smooth transaction
• Handle administrative tasks such as an-
swering phone calls, scheduling appoint-
ments and maintaining organized loan files 
and documentation
• Help complete loan applications and submit 
them to underwriting for approval, ensuring 
all applications are thorough and accurate
• Stay updated on industry regulations and 
best practices to ensure compliance through-
out the loan process

Minimum Qualifications:

• At least one (1) year of Mortgage Loan Pro-
cessing, Underwriting, Origination experi-

• Strong attention to detail and excellent or-
ganizational abilities to manage multiple loan 
applications efficiently
• Ability to communicate complex financial in-
formation clearly and effectively to members
• Proficiency in Microsoft Office products to 
include Word, Excel, and Outlook

Skills, Abilities & Expectations: 

• Ability to work in a fast-paced team environ-
ment, manage multiple tasks, and prioritize 
work
 • Ability to apply general accounting knowl-
edge processes (debits, credits, balancing)
• Assuring customer service is top prior-
ity whether internally or externally, treating 
members and employees professionally, with 
courtesy and respect
• Detail oriented and organized with excellent 
interpersonal and communication skills 

complete annual compliance training applica-
ble to the position 

Contact Susan Jester at the Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union:  419-255- 8876 – sjest-
er@toledo urban .net



... continued on page 14

Miss Debutante 2026 Crowned at 58th Annual 
Debutante Cotillion 
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, Inc. Toledo Club presented the 58th Debutante Cotillion at Parkway 
Place Saturday, May 23. The elegant evening featured 13 Debutantes and 14 
Debs-in-Waiting from area high schools. Marleya Smith of Central Catholic 
High School was crowned the 2026 Miss Debutante.

Since 1965, NANBPWC, Inc. Toledo Club has hosted The Annual Debu-
tante Cotillion with the purpose of presenting outstanding young ladies in the 

endowed with a complete sense of responsibility.” 
Juniors and senior ladies must meet high standards for selection including a 

3.0 GPA minimum as well as volunteer hour requirements, letters of recom-
mendation and sponsorship. 

During the eight-month process the young ladies attend workshops, classes 
and various events hosted by the club.  This year the organization added life 

ensure that the debutantes step into the threshold of womanhood with success.
Thousands of junior and senior ladies have participated in the Debutante Cotil-

lion since it’s inception. The evening featured dinner, dancing – including a cho-
reographed waltz- and music by DJ Ohio.  TaTiana Cash, WTOL 11 news anchor, 
served as the Mistress of Ceremonies. The 2026 judges for the cotillion ball were 
Chanell Phenix, Deborah Roberts, Ebone Waweru and tallier Desiree McGhee. 

The 2026 Debutante Cotillion Awardees:
• Mr. Escort 2026– DeMario Johnson 
• Miss Congeniality 2026– Dana Bethany (Central Catholic High School) 
• Talent Show Winner 2026 – Marleya Smith (Central Catholic High School)

Debutantes and escorts dance the waltz 

Debutantes and escorts await the
 announcement for Miss Debutante 2026

Miss Debutante 2026 Marleya Smith with her escort 
Gavin Eckhart

President Tyra Smith-Williamson with 2026 Miss Debutante Marleya Smith

Miss Debutante 2026 Marleya Smith with the 2026 
Escorts

Miss Debutante 2026 Marleya Smith with the 2026 Escorts

• Miss Debutante 
2026 2nd Runner Up – 
Sabriah Greer (Central 
Catholic High School)

• Miss Debutante 
2026 – Marleya Smith 
(Central Catholic High 
School)

Sponsors for the 2026 
Cotillion included The 
House of Day Funeral 
Home (Platinum Spon-
sor), Henry’s Jewelry 
and Giftware, Bowsher 
High School, Men’s 
Warehouse, Imagine 
Madison Avenue School 
of Arts, DJ T.O. Todd 
Kyle’s, Reynolds El-
ementary School, Terry 
Crosby, Parkway Plaza, 
Heather Downs Country 
Club, Perry Harris and 
DJ Ohio.

Mr. Escort, Miss Con-
geniality and the Tal-
ent Show Winner each 
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