
Jessica Ford, the YWCA Milestones Honoree for Leadership in Government

Perryman
Page 2

Tolliver
Page 3

In This Issue...
June Boyd
Page 4

Cover Story:
Jessica Ford
Page 5

IMA Monthly Meeting
Page 6

City Council and 
Immigration
Page 7

Bertha’s 88th
Page 8

United MBC
Page 11

Book Review
Page 13

Page 15

AKA 
Founders 
Day
Page 16

Volume 94 No. 3 “And Ye Shall Know The Truth...”    March 11, 2026

Carrying the Torch, Lighting Her Own PathCarrying the Torch, Lighting Her Own Path



  ... continued on page 3

Now Jesus himself had pointed out that a prophet has no honor in his own country.                            
                                                                                                         - John 4:44 (New International Version)

The Blindness of America
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Among the tributes at Reverend Jesse Louis Jackson Sr.’s funeral, James 
Zogby—an Arab American political organizer, not a preacher—spoke the 
deepest truth. 

Zogby described how, in the early 1980s, Arab Americans were systemati-
cally excluded from the Democratic Party. Candidates returned their money; 

anniversary of the March on Washington, a delegation was asked to leave 
because some objected to Arabs marching. But one man fought to keep them 
in, saying ‘Arab American’ in rooms where the phrase had never been spo-
ken with dignity. 

Zogby’s words served as both eulogy and indictment: the world saw some-
thing in Jesse Jackson that America refused to see. What the world saw, 
Scripture had already named: He was received as a prophet everywhere he 
went — except in his home country.

Jesus named this dynamic in all four Gospels. Those who knew the carpen-
ter’s son—or thought they did — could not receive the prophet; their prior 

Yet those with no preloaded image — or label handed down by those with 
reasons to manipulate the narrative — saw him clearly. Jesse Jackson lived 
out that text for 6 decades across multiple continents.

Whenever Jackson entered places where people had no previously manu-
factured portrait of him, they saw him exactly as he was. And what they saw, 
they could not resist.

Zogby recounted traveling with Jackson through Cairo, Hebron and Jerusa-
lem—streets where Jackson was as comfortable as in Chicago. Everywhere, 
the reception was, in Zogby’s word, stunning. Two sources gave Jackson this 
power, he explained. 

experience forged him in a different way. Somewhere along the way, tribula-
tion became testimony, and the pain transformed into power, Zogby noted. 
Second, Jackson carried that testimony across borders most American politi-
cians never dared cross. He understood his people’s freedom was not just a 
domestic matter but a human one. 

Rabin’s government surrounded his hotel with troops, prohibiting meetings 
with Palestinians, Jackson declared, ‘We’re marching through the troops.’ 

Community Calendar
March 17
Toledo NAACP General Public and Membership meeting will be held
at the Reynold Corner Library; 5:00 pm

March 22
Toledo NAACP Youth Council: 3:00 pm at Sanger Branch Library; Toledo 

March 28
Coach Price retirement celebration: Scott HS Field House; Noon to 3 pm; 
Come share laughs, memories and celebrate this milestone

Rev. Jesse Jackson

Fast, Easy, and the Lowest Flooring Prices, Period®

INSTALLATION FINANCING
0%FREE

 
877-519-7762 

®®

®®

him. They wanted to be near him, and the blockade built to contain him sim-
ply dissolved at Jackson’s presence.

Yet America responded to that same magnetism and power through sys-

Black community, the coalition his political campaigns proved possible was 
refused, and his extensive policy agenda was absorbed into mainstream poli-
tics without his name publicly attached to any of it.

with permanence, deliberately keeping the wound open because an undam-

weariness: chronic opposition, institutional indignity, and managed margin-
alization, all designed to make bearing testimony too exhaustive to continue. 

Shame also arrived as a persistent cultural message—his ambition too vis-
ible or self-serving, the media relentlessly hammered; Yet, the reality is that 
his claims were too large for the space a Black man in America was permit-
ted to occupy without penalty. 

Lastly, what outlasted all the direct attacks was a subtle but oppressive 

other words, if they couldn’t shut him up, they just needed people to stop 
listening. And America, including many in the Black community, drank the 
Kool-Aid that Jackson was yesterday’s news. You do not need to remove a 
testimony by force if you can simply convince the people who need it that it 
no longer applies to them.

But the world that received Jackson kept its own account: Arab Americans 
energized by the simple act of being seen. Palestinian communities that in-

who released a downed American pilot that the State Department’s conven-
tional channels could not retrieve, because Reverend Jackson understood 
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What You Voted for, You Got!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

This is a memo to those in that 
half of America who, knowing the 
character of Trump and his mental 
decline, his record as a convicted 
felon who has repeatedly shown 
that he has no moral compass 
whatsoever, voted him back to the 
White House…in spite of two im-
peachments!

This is a call out to that half of 
America who said that Trump was 
the special one who could… Make 
America Great Again… and yet, 
repeatedly, has shown you that he 
is totally inept regarding policy 
decisions; clueless about appoint-
ing cabinet people who don’t have 
enough brain power to remotely 
function as a caring and knowing human beings.

This is the person who so many white Christian evangelicals were in 
dervish rhapsody about when he spoke a lot of gibberish about protecting 
their Christian values (note: none needed protection).

And now…we have a war. A war of Trump’s own choosing and making 
because he, in his oatmeal brain, sees himself as ruler of the world and a 
stable genius to boot!

And if Tehran threatens to nuke Tel Aviv, the war becomes World War III 
with the world in economic turmoil and incalculable damage to cities and 
towns and villages…all because a feckless GOP did not want to exercise 

To say that the world is on a precipice speeding towards a world-wide 
collision with an end time destiny is an understatement. How many experts 
have said the quiet part out loud that Trump is in a state of dementia and 
his acts are cruel, vicious and his speech patterns are rambling and off mes-
sage.

When you see the approved clown shows of Patel, Noem, Bondi, Ste-
ven Miller and a complacent Congress, you are seeing the slow demise 
of American democracy at the hands of a person, who for all intents and 
purposes, should be in prison for his prior acts and deeds, both pre White 
House and currently being done.

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

Each day, the headlines scream out a litany of foibles and lies and mis-
directions that literally give the nation a collective angst that this clown 
show may last another three years.

If a person wrote what has happened and what is now happening as a 
screen play for a drama or a thriller, no producer would buy it because they 
would say that it is too outlandish and improbable to believe.

But, we are living it and we are being held captive to a Congress that has 
given Trump a green light to kick the constitution down the road and kick-
ing it… he is gladly doing it.

It appears that the courts are the only ones, “holding the line” on this 
madness because if they cave in, the Madison/Jeffersonian democracy that 
you learned about in high school is gone for the foreseeable future.

News Flash!:  There will be no White Knight riding a white horse coming 
to save us from ourselves in allowing this diminished personality to rule 
and reign as if he is some untouchable emperor.

Trump, in his Alice In Wonderland mindset, sees himself as the answer 
to all things political and he believes that he can assert dominance over 
Venezuela, Cuba, Iran, Greenland, Canada, Ukraine and any other nation 
simply due to his bluster and threats of  punishing tariffs or reckless mili-
tary might.

Remember, Trump is a lame duck president and as such he has no qualms 
in “releasing the hounds” on whomsoever he picks as his next adversary if 
they do not fall down and worship him.

Trump poses the greatest existential threat to American democracy since 
the Revolutionary War of the 1776 era.

Yes, it is that bad. The only course correction can be the mid terms in 
which or by which his madness can be roped in if the Democrats win the 
House and since the House appropriates the monies for the government, 
they can shut down some of his idiocy at the money spigot.

Your job? Register to vote and make sure that you know your place of 
voting and  that you circle the vote date on your calendar so there is no 
excuse why you did not make it to the polls.

Yes, it is that bad.

Lafe Tolliver at lafe5x@gmail.com
     

that once he was in the room, there was no way they would not be with him. 
The prior categories that produced American blindness did not exist there 
because they saw him as what he was.

Zogby closed with a distinction worth preaching: “Transactional power 
uses people to maintain itself. Power for others grows as it is given away — 
because the people who receive it know it is genuinely with them, for them, 
and of them,” he insisted. 

America spent six decades attempting to silence a testimony it didn’t want 
to hear. Yet, the world that gathered at Jackson’s funeral was evidence of its 
failure. 

Jackson’s testimony — received everywhere the American blindness could 
not reach — is still speaking.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org 
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Farewell Rev. Jesse Jackson
By June Boyd

Guest Column

Whoever you are, 
born into God’s world, 
you are entitled to every 
opportunity; not to be 
discriminated against 
because you might be 
a different color, race, 
sexual preference, reli-
gion, age, disability or 

rights.
Recently, there are 

those in power who 
have decided if you do 
not look like them, you 
are not equal.

In the memory of 
our beloved Rev. Jes-
se Jackson, Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Rosa 
Parks and hundreds of 
others, this is the year 
we must as people, 
come together, regis-
ter, vote and continue 

... continued on page 7

Rest well and so long, Rev. Jackson.  The legacy you left us will forever 
be recognized.

Now, March 2026, more than ever, our people will march together to 
seek justice. We may not have a Pettis bridge, but you can believe we will 
march.

Never, in my lifetime have I seen our people so threatened: our voting 
rights, equal rights, our history, fair and equal employment, even to the 
point of denying people on food stamps a can of pop.

In the past, we have had our issues: jealousy of another’s success; sell-
ing drugs, killing our brothers and sisters, and even subjecting teens to this 
madness. The dignity you meant for us to practice: the “I am Somebody” 
challenge, the “Keep Hope Alive” thought, has been etched in stone for all 
of us who believe.

It is a new day, a time to recognize the real deal.  The war in Iran, Ukraine, 
Gaza and who knows what is to come.  We are all in jeopardy. For the 
parents, grandparents, anyone who has a child in his or her care, niece, 
nephew or God child; grab their hand, walk with them, and show them a 
future of survival.

Our ancestors paved the way for us, we must now prepare a safe path to 
justice and happiness for our children.  It must begin at home: love your 
family, make sure an emphasis is placed on quality education, demand it, 
and know how important it is. More than ever, study the technology, and 
every facet of it.

June Boyd and Rev. Jesse Jackson, Sr.

Keep Hope Alive
I had the opportunity to hear Rev. Jackson’s speech at the 1988 Demo-

cratic Convention when he was a candidate for President, (I was one of his 
delegates). That speech has gone down in history as one of the best, and it 
was a memory for a lifetime.

The Arts Commission 
to Host Public Open 
House of New 
Location

The Arts Commission invites the public to tour its new home Saturday, 
March 14, from 11:00am – 3:00pm. Following the recent relocation to 

-
nity to explore the space and learn more about how it will support artists 
and creative activity across our region. 

Also enjoy a featured exhibition showcasing 2025 Merit Award Win-
ners — Barry Whitaker, Isabel Zeng, and Ruth Foote — artists whose 

Media are invited to attend the Public Open House on Saturday, 
March 14, from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., as well as the Artist Mixer & 
Open House on Friday, March 13, from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

From 2002-2025, The Arts Commission was headquartered on the To-
ledo Museum of Art’s campus in the Professional Building on Parkwood 
Avenue. The building and institutional support from the museum provided 
a strong foundation for growth, ultimately positioning The Arts Commis-
sion to outgrow the space. As of November 2025, The Arts Commission’s 

The Arts Commission is an important part of our region’s ecosystem, 
and this new space provides room for growth, enhanced programming, and 
expanded opportunities to serve artists and the community. It will give The 
Arts Commission the ability to host events, exhibitions, and other programs 
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Carrying the Torch, Lighting Her Own Path
Jessica Ford Honored by the YWCA for Leadership in Government
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Some people are born into a legacy. Others build one. Jessica Ford is do-
ing both, quietly, steadily and with the kind of leadership that feels less like a 
spotlight and more like a lighthouse.

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio has named Ford its 2026 Milestones Gov-
ernment Honoree, a recognition that celebrates women whose work changes 
communities. 

For Ford, the honor still feels a little surreal.
“I still can’t believe it,” she says with a soft laugh. “When you look at the 

women who have been recognized over the years, it’s the highest honor for 
women in our community. To stand alongside them, it’s really special.”

Ford currently serves as Lucas County Administrator, overseeing the day-
to-day operations of county government and guiding more than 700 employ-

deeply personal.
Public service, she explains, isn’t just a career choice. It’s the air she grew 

up breathing.
A Childhood Rooted in Service
Her father, Jack Ford -

or, serving from 2002 to 2006. Before that, he spent years in the Ohio House 
of Representatives, where he eventually rose to become minority leader. Her 
mother, Claudia Ford, also devoted her life to public service, building a long 

Jessica remembers watching both of them serve the community every single 
day.

she recalls. “My mom was also a public servant. Helping people was just part 
of our lives. If someone needed something, we listened. We tried to help.”

For Ford, it felt normal.
Helping someone at the grocery store. Listening when a neighbor had a 

problem. Talking with strangers who needed a little guidance.
“It was just how we lived,” she says. “Honestly, I don’t really know anything 

else.”
But following in the footsteps of a historic mayor can be complicated. Lega-

cies have weight. Sometimes they feel like carrying a family heirloom, some-
thing beautiful and meaningful, but delicate, too. Something you want to hon-
or…and protect.

Ford has learned how to carry it while still building something of her own.
“There’s a strong tradition of service from both my parents,” she says 

thoughtfully. “But I’m at a point now where I’m making my own mark.”
Turning Vision into Action

Under her leadership, three major public service agencies—Job and Fam-
ily Services, Child Support Enforcement, and OhioMeansJobs—were 

brought together into a single Shared Services Building in West Toledo. The 
change makes it easier for residents to access services in one place instead of 
traveling across the county.

Ford smiles when she talks about projects like that.
-

cussed. Solutions are sketched out. Meetings happen. Months turn into years.
Then one day, something real appears.

then years later you’re standing there looking at a building that’s helping thou-
sands of people. That is incredibly rewarding.”

Lucas County Canine Care & 
Control facility, a modern shelter designed to improve conditions for animals, 
staff, and visitors.

It even opened under budget, a rare achievement in public construction.
The Hard Decisions Behind the Work
But Jessica is quick to point out that government leadership is not always 

glamorous.
“People don’t see the behind-the-scenes challenges,” she says.

-
fect families, children and entire neighborhoods.

“You’re dealing with emotional topics,” she explains. “Children’s services. 
Public assistance. Real people’s lives.”

Balancing logic and compassion becomes a daily practice.
Ford carries a conversation with longtime county leader Tina Skeldon Woz-

“You have to take the emotion out and be pragmatic,” Ford says. “But at the 
same time, you can’t forget the human side. Finding a balance between the two 
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Terry Crosby, Taylor 
Automotive Group community 
ambassador, and Rev. Cedric 

Brock

The IMA March Monthly Meeting
The Truth Staff

The members of Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance of Toledo held 
their monthly meeting on Monday, March 2, at Mt. Nebo Baptist Church as 
area pastors and church leaders joined Mt. Nebo Pastor Cedric Brock, presi-
dent of the IMA, and dozens of community individuals and organizations to 
learn about some of the services that are available the Toledo area.

Sister Virginia Welsh, pastoral leader of St. Martin de Porres Church, pre-
sented information on work done by her IMA committee on gun violence 
and told the gathering that a youth conference will be held in April or May 
to address the problem.

Pastor Le Roy Williams addressed some of today’s national issues. “We are 
a divided country right now,” said Wiliams as he spoke of the issues that are 
troubling so many, especially on the political landscape.

Lucas County Recorder Michael Ashford and members of his staff brought 

information on property rights and protecting such assets.
Then followed a host of presentations from speakers who brought invalu-

able information on a number of subjects of interest.
THE IMA has been involved in numerous community causes during recent 

years – raising funds for organizations and individuals in need, endorsing 
worthwhile ballot issues, Black History month presentations, to name a few. 

This year’s Black History Month celebration was held at The Refreshing 
Place on February 22.

Toledo Museum of Art’s Rhonda Sewell 
speaks at the IMA meeting
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Arts Commission...continued from page 4

City Councilmembers Theresa Gadus, Vanice Williams, Nick Komives, Brittany 
Jones, PhD, and Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

City Council Drafts Immigration Legislation
The Truth Staff

Members of Toledo City Council held a press conference on Monday, 
March 9, to announce that, in light of their concerns about ICE raids 
in Toledo and the sharing of immigration information with the federal 
government, they have drafted legislation to address the concerns that 
they share with local residents.

The legislation package consists of two ordinances and two resolu-
tions. One ordinance would amend the municipal code to explicitly 
state that access to city services will not be denied based on immigra-
tion status and prohibit city officials and departments from using city 
funds, personnel or property to apprehend anyone based on immigration 
status – unless so ordered by a court.

The second ordinance would amend the municipal code to prohibit 
restricting access to schools and day care centers and prohibit the ha-
rassment of educators.

One of the resolutions would ask the Toledo City Plan Commission 
to review amendments to the municipal code that require a special use 
permit for detention center. 

The other resolution would urge all federal agencies to conduct them-
selves in accordance with the laws of various government bodies and 
the U.S. Constitution and cease the wearing of non-medical face cover-
ings and the use of lethal force.

Councilmembers Nick Komives; Theresa Gadus; Brittany Jones, PhD, 
and Erin Kramer spoke about the importance of codifying how the city 
government, particularly the Safety Department, should interact with 
ICE in order to ensure that the rights of residents and their ability to ac-
cess education, health care and leisure activities be preserved.

The legislation was due to be introduced to the general public on 
Tuesday, March 10, during a Committee of the Whole session.

The responsibility for immigration enforcement is that of the federal 
government, admitted Komives as he opened Monday’s press confer-
ence. “Our responsibility as a city is to clearly define how our local 
government interacts with those efforts and how our residents are treat-
ed when accessing city services.”

Komives said the proposed legislation is an effort to “provide clarity 
and to ensure that the trust of the people will be served.”

Gadus, who drafted the legislation along with Komives, said that “we 
are joining collective voices across the country … residents have asked 
us to see what we can do and what we can codify.”

There are a total of six co-sponsors of the legislation – those present 
on Monday, along with Mac Driscoll and Adam Martinez.

In the past, City Council had declined to pass such legislation since 
immigration is indeed the responsibility of the federal government, 
however, heightened concern over ICE actions around the nation has 
prompted law makers to legislate those concerns – most notably by 
planning to restrict ICE access to public institutions such as schools 
and hospitals.

“All of our students should feel comfortable,” added Gadus.
Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz was also on hand at the Mon-

day press conference to lend his voice of approval to the City Council 
legislation. Noting that a citizen’s group in recent weeks “asked for 
something and their government responded, they are codifying what has 

already been the city’s practice.”
The legislation, the mayor added, was drafted with the support and 

assistance of the city’s legal department and also with area law enforce-
ment departments.

that drive the organization’s mission and our creative economy forward.

The move also deepens The Arts Commission’s long-standing partner-
ship with our new neighbors the Toledo Lucas County Public Library (TL-
CPL) and allows The Arts Commission to contribute to the creative energy 
of the UpTown neighborhood.

“We are excited to be part of the vibrant UpTown neighborhood to ex-
plore and expand relationships with the library and our other partners 
who call UpTown home.” said Marc Folk, President and CEO of The Arts 
Commission.

The Arts Commission looks forward to celebrating this next chapter with 
its partners, artists, and the community it serves!
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Bertha DeWalt with family and friends

Blessed by God for 88 Years and Counting
By Pam Hych

Guest Column

With a recent health scare for Bertha DeWalt, her grandchildren, Devin 
and Destinee Sample, wanted to have a big birthday celebration for her 
88th birthday. In a room with family, friends, and lots of fun, this birthday 
will be memorable for everyone. Seeing Bertha celebrating her birthday to-
day, Saturday, February 28, you would not believe that she was extremely 
sick just two months ago. 

As a caregiver, I have been taking care of my mom for 10 years since her 
diagnosis of Alzheimer’s disease. As a daughter, it has truly been a bless-
ing, an honor and a privilege to be able to help my mom. Nevertheless, 
without my husband, Nolan Hych, my children and other family members 
helping, I would not have been able to care for my mom for these last ten 
years. I do realize that when caring for someone, everyone’s situation is 
different and you can only do what you can do.  

When my mother was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s, I knew that I needed 
to make a decision. I made the decision to take care of my mom as best as 
I was able to and as long as I was able to.  I became focused on “keeping 
mom happy at home. However, to do so I knew that I needed help. As I 
began my research, I realized that there are a plethora of local community 

to continue to be my mom’s caregiver and work full-time.

-
gest blessings for our family. The Caregiver Support Program at the Area 

support. 

Accountable
at Every Step
Every election is 
verified by bipartisan 
teams — ensuring 
fairness and 
accountability.

VoteOhio.gov

Make a Make a plan tolan to vote a vote at

full-time. The facility’s operation hours allow me to get my mom to the 
facility before I go to work and allows me to pick her up after I am off 
work. They provide meals, fun activities, and they have the best staff there. 
Without these resources and my family, I would not be able to “keep mom 
happy at home”. The purpose of this article is to help someone who may be 
in a similar situation and who is looking for help.  

The birthday girl and family

Pam Hych
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... continued on page 12

aspects is important.”
Leadership, she believes, is never a solo act.
“No one can do this work alone,” she says. “You need people around you that 

you trust. People you can call and ask, ‘Am I overthinking this?’”
Rising Through the Ranks
That sense of teamwork has helped carry her from one role to the next.
Jessica began her county career as an executive assistant. From there she be-

came a project manager, then senior project manager, and later deputy county 
administrator.

Step by step.
Promotion by promotion.

Looking back, she credits her family with keeping her motivated.
“My family kept me going,” she emphasizes. “And I could see there was a 

real need for talented people in government.”
Leading for the Next Generation
But more than anything, she says, her motivation now comes from watching 

the next generation grow.
Ford is the mother of two daughters, one nearly grown, the other still full of 

childhood curiosity.
Her youngest recently asked a question that made Jessica smile.
“She said, ‘Mom, tell me what you do,’” Ford recalls. “And when I tried to 

explain it she said, ‘So you’re pretty important?’”
Jessica laughs remembering the moment.
“I told her, yes, but it’s a team effort. Everyone’s role matters.”
Still, she knows her mother’s example carries weight.
“These jobs are often dominated by men,” Ford admits. “So it’s important 

for young girls to see that women can lead too.”
Her daughters, she hopes, will grow up believing that leadership belongs to 

them just as much as anyone else.
“Women can be tough,” she adds. “We can make important decisions. We 

can be involved in critical work.”

The message is simple but powerful.
Women belong in rooms where decisions are made.
Women belong at the head of the table.
Women belong in government.
Ford especially hopes young girls of color take that message to heart.
Honoring the Work, Continuing the Journey
“Get engaged,” she advises. “Ask questions. Connect with leaders.”
For Ford, leadership isn’t about the spotlight, it’s about creating space for 

others to shine. Representation may not always be visible, but that doesn’t 
mean the opportunities aren’t there. “Sometimes you just have to keep pushing 
forward,” she shares.

As the YWCA Milestones celebration approaches, Ford admits she feels a 
little nervous about the attention.

She can’t help but smile as she explains why. “I’m a lot like my father,” she 
says. “He didn’t like the limelight, and honestly neither do I. I just like to do 
the work.”

Even the news of her Milestones award surprised her. When CEO Lisa 
-

stead, she heard the words she never expected: she was the honoree.
“I said, ‘What?’” she recalls. “I couldn’t wrap my head around it, I was the 

one being honored!”
But the truth is simple.
It is her.
A woman who grew up watching public service. A woman who climbed 

through government one step at a time. A woman raising daughters who now 
see leadership through their mother’s example.

The torch passed from one generation to the next, but Jessica Ford isn’t just 
carrying it. She’s using it to light new paths, open doors, and inspire others to 
follow.

Lead. Lift. Light the way.
And most of all, she proves that a leader’s light is brightest when it guides 

the next generation.
Learn more about the YWCA Milestones celebration and this year’s honor-

ees here

Carrying The Torch...continued from page 5

Ohio Democratic Party 
Endorses Democratic 
Congressional 
Incumbents 
for Reelection

Following a vote by the Ohio Democratic 
Party Executive Committee, Ohio Democratic 
Party Chair Kathleen Clyde released the follow-

-
ocratic members of Congress for reelection: Congresswoman Joyce 

Beatty
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

United Missionary Baptist Church Keeping 
History Alive with Annual Heritage Dinner
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

Rev. Robert Bass

The United Missionary Baptist Church held its annual Heritage Dinner on 
February 27, 2025. The church hosts this event each year to bring together 
members and neighbors from the Monroe and Lawrence area. The dinner was 
held free to the community, as a time for fellowship, learning and celebration, 
made possible through donations and contributions from church members and 
supporters. 

The event also gives the church a chance to highlight Black history and share 
current community programs and initiatives. The evening was led by event 
committee chair and church member, Jeanese Muhammad-Hawkins, under the 
leadership of Rev. Robert Bass and Rev. Anita Bass. Together, they welcomed 

Heritage Dinner displays the strong spirit of service that has guided the church 
for many years.

The church building at the corner of Monroe and Lawrence has been part of 
the neighborhood for more than 100 years. For nearly 43 of those years, it has 
been the home of the United Missionary Baptist Church congregation. 

founding pastor, Rev. Paul Broaddus. Since then, the church has continued 
to grow and serve the community under the leadership of  Robert Bass, lead 
pastor, supported by pastoral leaders Anita Bass, Barbie Harrison, and Troy 
Brown. 

During Rev. Bass’s leadership, the congregation has built strong foundations 
that they continue to stand on. The church has developed youth programs, 
spiritual leadership training, support groups and strengthened equity access 
with an early mortgage pay off and expanding the building’s operations. 

The United Missionary’s development committee secured $200,000 for in-
vestment into building a fellowship hall for church and community events. 
The hall has since hosted children’s learning programs, food and meal service 
providers, as well as events for external churches or community organizations. 

United Missionary Baptist Church continues to welcome neighbors with 
open arms. The Heritage Dinner is the reminder of the church’s mission and 
purpose. As Rev. Bass shared in his closing remarks, “We have to keep history 
alive.” Through events like the Heritage Dinner, United Missionary Baptist 
Church continues to honor the past while serving the community throughout 
the year. 



Julianne Malveaux

The Rotunda Is Too Small for Rev. Jesse 
Jackson 
By Julianne Malveaux (TriceEdneyWire.com) – 
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Marcy Kaptur
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Shut Up and Read: A Memoir from Harriett’s 
Bookshop by Jeannine A. Cook
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Shhhhhhhh.
It’s an old wives’ tale that that’s what librar-

ians always say. Shhhhhhh, hush yourself, be 
silent, don’t be so loud, no talking. Shhhhh, qui-
et is what makes a library appealing for many 
folks. As in the new book, Shut Up and Read by 
Jeannine A. Cook, though, the bookstore is where you can really make 
some noise.

She had no plans to live in Philadelphia.
But that’s where Jeannine Cook landed after she graduated high school 

– in Philly, in college, living in a “shell” of a house with occasional rats 
and junkies. She stayed, though, fell in love with the city of Brotherly 
Love, and made plans in the form of college essays. She wanted to do 
something good for her community, to teach youth and put books in the 
hands of the people who needed to read.

As it’s been throughout her life, Cook was supported in this plan by 
“Aunties” and sister-friends, and by “angels” who often appeared. She 
also appealed to her muse, Harriett Tubman, whose name graces Cook’s 

But Harriett’s didn’t happen easily.
Cook understood that she needed to own the building that housed her 

more time than expected; she was in Paris when purchase day came unex-

problems with construction workers, problems with stock and events and 
building additional bookstores in New Jersey and in Paris. Problems with 
safety, in the aftermath of George Floyd’s murder, and Breonna Taylor’s 

c. 2026
Amistad
$28.99

272 pages

murder, and the riots 
that followed.

There were times, 
she says, when she felt 
like she was drowning. 
Her mother had gone 
back to the Caribbe-
an, her father was dy-
ing (again), but Cook 
stayed the course. 

She knew that books 
were the answer. 
That’s the mantra she 
said every day when 
she got out of bed: 
books would always 
be humanity’s salva-
tion.

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

Go ahead, admit it: you need more books. And while you’re at it, you 
need this one.

Shut Up and Read is a sweet story with grit, determination and magic. 
Anyone who’s ever looked for room on their calendar and found none 
will identify with it. Anyone who’s ever dreamed larger than large will 

-
deavor, this is your book. Struggled with your health and that of an aggra-
vating but much-loved family member, yep. Ever wondered how you’re 
going to get things done, uh-huh. It’s all shared, novel-like, held together 
by coincidence and magic and heartbreak, surprises, customer-service 

leg named Lester. 
Yeah, it’s everything you’re thinking, and there’s room for it on your 

shelf.  
Hush little reader, here is your book. Shut Up and Read is so worth a 

look. And if opening a bookstore was ever a lure, this is a book that you’ll 
love for shhhhhh-ure.
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CLASSIFIEDS    
DIRECTOR OF SUMMER CAMPS 

The Padua Center is seeking a Director of 
Summer Camps. The Director is primarily 
responsible for the overall development of 
and implementation of the Padua Summer 
Programs.  The general outline of the six 
weeks of camp is awaiting a creative direc-
tor to complete the plans.  The director will 
supervise the various volunteers, work with 
the Padua Staff in arranging particulars of 
the camps and executing a successful Sum-
mer Recreation and Learning experience for 
25 to 30 elementary school age youth.  This 
is a seven- week summer employment at 35 
hours a week. The ideal candidate will have 
a bachelor degree and some educational ex-
perience. The Padua Center is an EOE. For 
more information  contact The Padua Center. 
Please submit resume by April 15,  2026 to 
The Padua Center at thepaduacenter@gmail.
com. 419 241 6465

     

CHILDCARE, LLC 

419-534-2466; Openings for children 1½ - 3 
years-old, 8am-5pm; Monday -Friday; State- 
Licensed Program; Home Cooked Meals 

     

INVITATION FOR BIDS
RENOVATIONS AT BIRMINGHAM 
LEAD HAZARD ELIMINATION – 

PHASE V
IFB26-B004 

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive bids for Birmingham Lead Hazard 
Elimination – Phase V in accordance with 
IFB26-B004. Received in accordance with 
law until April 06, 2026, at 3:00 PM ET.  For 
documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson 
Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 
(TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to meet 

-
portunity requirements as described in Execu-
tive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is 
a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Sec-
tion 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to 
apply.             



The AKA 118th Founders Day Celebration
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Alpha Kappa Alpha members sing Lift Every Voice and Sing

The Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated, Zeta Alpha Omega, Alpha 
Lambda and Iota Iota Chapters held their 118th Founders Day Celebration: 
Black Girls Rock in Exemplary Service, February 28, at The Pinnacle. The 
event honored 10 local women for their service to the community. 

The program opened with a processional of the sorority sisters and hon-
orees into the event hall. The Mistress of Ceremonies was Kristian Brown, 
news anchor for 13abc News. The Introduction of the dais by Shelia Brown 
was followed by Pearls of Harmony, members of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc. singing “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

vision, courage and commitment of those who came before us, and express-
ing gratitude for the leaders who continue to carry that legacy forth. Found-
ers’ Day is more than just a celebration,” she said. “It is a sacred reminder of 
our call to services and our responsibility to uplift our communities.”

“This year, as we celebrate Black Girls Rock, we proudly shine a well-de-
served spotlight on phenomenal women and community leaders whose dedi-
cation, resilience and impact exemplify excellence in action. This leadership 
rooted in service inspires progress and meaningful change. Thank you for 
joining us as we honor our legacy, celebrate service and recommit ourselves 
to the work of empowering others. Welcome, and may today’s celebration 
leave us inspired and uplifted in purpose,” she concluded.

Greetings and remarks were also shared by Alessandra Dews, Alpha Lamb-
da Chapter president; Amira Welch, lota lota Chapter president and Lisa E. 
Dubose , EdD, Great Lakes Region Representative to the International Mem-
bership Committee  and Great Lakes Region Membership Committee chair-
man.

Greetings and Recognitions were given by Felicia Roberts-Dunston 118” 
Founders’ Day chair and the Sorority History by Clara Petty 118” Founders’ 
Day co-chair. The invocation was provided by Nya Green of the Iota Iota 
Chapter.

Following lunch, a Program Initiative Presentation was given by Demecia 
Wilson Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter, vice president.

The 2026 Black Girls Rock in Exemplary Service Honorees:
• Pearl of Promise Award - Alessandra Dews

• Ivy of Distinction Award 
• Sisterhood Award - Andrea Price
• Legacy of Excellence Award - Jenai Hicklin
• EmpowHER Award - Tahyah Smith
• Shot Caller Award 
• Social Humanitarian Award – Ohio State Representative Erika White
• Young Gifted and Black Award 
• Community Change Agent Award - Deborah Barnett
• Icon Award – Dr. Brenda L. Kynard-Holsey
Remarks were given by  Felicia Roberts-Dunston 118th Founders’ Day 

Chairman and closing remarks by Katrina Barry Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter, 
President.

Committee Members for the 118th Founders Day Celebration 
Felicia Roberts-Dunston, Chairman; Clara Petty, Co-Chairman; Katrina 

Barry, Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter President; Alessandra Dews, Alpha 
Lambda Chapter President;

Amira Welch, lota lota Chapter President; Andrea Price; Ashleigh Foster; 
Ashley Benson;

Cheryl Slack; Donnetta Carter; Leigh Utley; Lisa Dubose, EdD; Nazarene 
Tubman; Olla Avery; Pam Green-Jones; Patrice McClellan, PhD; Sonya 
Randall; Rhea Young; Richelle Watkins

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter is currently 
accepting applications for their 2026-2027 Scholarships for high school se-
nior ladies with 3.0 GPA or higher accepted into an accredited 4 year college 
or university for fall semester 2026. The application closes April 10, 2026. 

To learn more about the chapter and scholarship requirements visit zetaal-
phaomega.org or AKA Zeta Alpha Omega Chapter, Toledo OH on Facebook.

Attendees at the 118th Founders’ Day 
Celebration 

Clara Petty, 118th Founders’ Day 
Co-ChairDay Celebration 

Felicia Roberts-Dunston, 118th 
Founders’ Day Chair

Mistree of Ceremonies Kristian 
Brown

Zeta Alpha Omega President Katrina 
Barry

Members of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority
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