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How a Safe Bet Became

Uncertain

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

Thereis no such uncertainty asa sure thing.

It appears the Republican Party hastripped over
its own feet and fumbled the ball—giving Marcy
Kaptur valuable field position in the fiercely con-
tested race for Ohio’'s 9th District House seat.

On paper, Republicans held a major advan-
tage. Kaptur barely survived in 2024, winning
by roughly 2,400 votes—the closest race of her
career—perhaps aided by athird-party candidate
who drew four percent (15,381 votes).

The Republicans smelled blood, energized by
aredrawn district that had shifted sharply to the
right, moving from Trump +7 to Trump +11. The
change made Kaptur appear more vulnerable
than ever and suggested that this could finally be
the GOP's big moment in northwestern Ohio.

Yet, the biggest turning point came when
“heavyweight” Ohio Senate President Rob Mc-
Colley, Kaptur’'s strongest potential Republi-
can challenger, exited the contest to join Vivek
Ramaswamy’s gubernatorial ticket. While that
move certainly boosted the statewide ticket, it
simultaneously removed Republicans' most de-
cisive path to flipping OH-9.

In the wake of McColley’s departure, Repub-
licans now face a crowded, cage-match-like pri-
mary that could be a brutal internal bloodbath.
The field now features Derek Merrin, state Rep-
resentative Josh Williams, Air Force veteran
Alea Nadeem, former |CE deputy director Madi-
son Sheahan and others. Some are retreads. Oth-
ers are untested. One is vulnerable to residency
questions. Each brings liabilities; none com-
mands universal confidence.

Adding to the turmoil, the Lucas County Re-
publican Party’s sudden move to tighten endorse-
ment rules—effectively introducing a residency
requirement—signals panic rather than confi-
dence. “We don't want somebody who doesn’t
live in the district or hasn't lived in the district
to represent the district,” said executive commit-
tee member Tom Waniewski, according to The

- Robert Burns

Blade. Waniewski called such a candidacy “dis-
ingenuous” and “not fair to the people who end
up voting for that person.” What should have
been a fairly certain march toward victory has
devolved into an argument in the huddle over
who dropped the ball.

While Republicans struggle internally, Kaptur,
meanwhile, watches from the sidelines—hands
clean, adisciplined message and a full war chest.

“Campaign money isthe mother’s milk of poli-
tics,” a Democratic operative said. By late 2025,
she had over $1.2 million in cash, while her op-
ponents remained divided and underfunded. She
knows Williams and has beaten Merrin. She un-
derstands the district: win Toledo decisively, se-
cure her Democratic base, and draw enough rural
support in Henry, Williams, Fulton and Defiance
counties to survive.

That has been Marcy’s playbook for years. She
has brought millions from Washington to her ur-
ban Democratic strongholds and also directed
enough to rural Republican groups, such asfarm-
ers, to edge out wins. Kaptur has proved she can
appeal to rural voters and needs just 42 percent
support in places like Henry and Williams Coun-
tiesin alow-turnout midterm.

The Bottom Line

Ohio’s 9th U.S. Congressional District was
ripe for the taking. Republicans had everything
in their favor—the numbers, the map, and the
momentum.

Then they dropped the ball.

Vivek Ramaswamy pulled a man “who’s got
juice” and the president of the Ohio Senate, Rob
McColley, from the game. However, instead of
consolidating around another strong nominee,
the Lucas County GOP splintered, began fight-
ing among themselves, and opened old wounds,
exposing their vulnerabilities. Instead of forcing
Marcy Kaptur to defend her record, they forced
each other to defend their résumés, residency,
and credibility.
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Kaptur hasn't won
yet. However, Republi-
cans’ self-inflicted mis-
steps have put her back
on the field—hands on
the ball, high-stepping,
and headed towards
the endzone.

It is clear that the
Republicans had every
advantage, including a
big lead. It's also clear
that they didn't know
what to do withit.

Contact Rev. Don-
ald Perryman, PhD,
at drdlperryman@cen-
terofhopebaptist.org
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TRUMP...Let My People Go!

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

Recently, the New York Times had an extensive
interview with Donald Trump regarding his cur-
rent manufactured outrages about white people
now being given the short end of the stick as it
pertainsto work place fairness and job promotions.

Trump wants to spin the tall tale that it is white
folks because of D.E.I. and the Civil Rights Act
of the President Lyndon B. Johnson era who are
now suffering under a ponderous load of not being
treated fairly in the market.

Of course for Trump, no facts to support his
inane pronouncements, just the usual heavy browed and frowned mouth jab-
ber that is supposed to pass as wisdom or common sense.

Trump is beating the drum to inaccurately state that since the civil rights
laws, it isthe white race that has been booted down the economic ladder and
that iswhy heis on atear to destroy any programs that utilize the concepts
of D.E.I.

For Trump and Steven Miller both whom follow religiously the playbook
Project 2025 which excoriates the accomplishments of minorities and regrets
that they are being given an equal chance to compete in the marketplace. To
them the thought that Blacks and other people of color and women and those
“others’ are being given theright to take over white “ spaces,” isan affront to
Anglo-Saxon males everywhere.

Understand Trump's abbreviated thinking. Raised as a privileged white
male with all of the perks and goodies such alife affordsincluding access to
millions of dollars from his pappy,

Trump's beliefs and fantasies were formed and forged in the crucible that
Whiteis Right!

In hisDNA, Trump truly believes that minorities are not on the same level
as him and his compatriots and thus their accomplishments are suspect from
jump street since they are not recognized as being worthy of honor or ac-
complishments.

Trump scorned and ridiculed both Obamaand KamalaHarris, both minori-
ties and both eminently qualified to do their assigned tasks, but to Trump
they were trespassers, if you will, in and on jobs that should have been re-
served strictly for those whose skin was white.

Oh sure... Trump can grin and laugh with the best of them, beit Rev. Sharp-
ton, Ye, Don King, Ben Carson, etc. but when it comes to being serious and
minorities seizing the levers of power, Trump reverts back to his innate in-
stincts of “they are not worthy” to be in this or that position that is normally
reserved for White folks.

It is not by coincidence that Trump is at war with New York Attorney
General LetitiaJamesor Lisa Cook who sitson the Federal Reserve Board or
any Black man or woman who has either challenged his authority or who has
demonstrated skills that Trumps finds hard to fathom can reside in a Black
person.

In his heart of hearts, Trump believes as white Christian Nationalists do,
that Americawas ordained acountry by God for the white race and they only.
Anyone else is a usurper including the indigenous Native Americans who
were practically wiped out during the period called Manifest Destiny.

To openly disdain the proven and effective results of the civil rightslawsis
to present a maligned picture that people of color are not worthy and should
not be given the right to at least compete on an equal playing field.

D.E.l. and the applauded civil rights laws were mere implements to allow
people of color to get their head and foot into closed doors and realms of
power and money that White folks take for granted that it is al theirs and
theirsaone.

When those assumptions are challenged and people of color are “allowed”
inside the formerly closed doors and they adequately or superiorly perform,
the Trumps of the world default and malign them by saying they are not
qualified.

Community Calendar

February 15
2026 Toledo Youth Council meeting at 3:00 pm at Sanger Branch Library;
Also nominating new officers for the Toledo Youth Council

However, who speaks to the gross mis qualifications of a Pam Bondi or a
Kristi Noem or a Jim Jordan, a Brett Kavanaugh, the heads of the Depart-
ment of HHS and Education or the FBI? No one. Thelist goes on and on and
on yet there is no media outcry from Trump about their being woefully inept
at their jobs.

Why? Because white skin gives them the assumed and automatic stamp of
being competent.

Contra position: If you are aminority and are applying yourself as best
as you can and are taking advantage of courses that can help you prepare
for a job, home making, marriage or Positive socia interactions...go for
it!

Do not be a victim and cry out woe is me if you are not being diligent
in doing what is needed and positive to be a contributor and not a detrac-
tor! Being Black or another minority is not and should not been seen as a
“freebie” to be afool or play the system.

Don't give your opponent ammunition to say, “Ha, | told you so about
“those” people.”

The civil rights bill were designed to even the playing field and to acknowl-
edge history’s intentional neglect of fairness and justice in America.

For people like Trump, his preferred goa is a White America ruled by
whites and heis egged on by the likes of Steven Miller and others who share
a common theme that America was designated for the white race; the civil
rights legislation was wrong in itsintents and design.

How many times has Trump said out loud that he favors emigrants from
South Africa, Norway, Finland, Denmark and Sweden as he calls African
countries, “sh*thole countries?

How many times has it been documented that Trump is relentless in try-
ing to re-write history regarding slavery, Jim Crow and systemic racism in
America in order fit his warped view of what America should look like.

Example at hand: Trump has recently declared that on Juneteenth Day
and on Martin Luther King Jr., Day, that there will be no free admission to
the national parks, but on his birthday (Trump’s birthday), there will be free
admission!

Always smacking away at anything that remotely engages people of color
to partake in American activities.

Trump detest the civil rights laws and its movement because it holds up a
mirror to White Americathat all was not and is still not right with the Ameri-
can justice and fairness system when it comes to minorities.

In Trump'’s tortured view of America, Black people and other minorities
are here by his grace and favor and we should walk around as if on cotton
balls so as to not upset his aberrant view of American history written of, by
and for aWhite Americaonly.

Crispus Attucks, Fannie Lou Hamer, Jesse Owens, Malcolm X, Medgar
Evers, Gen. Benjamin

Davis, Thurgood Marshall, among thousands of others, did not sacrifice
or die so that Trump could pronounce that their living was of no benefit to
America

Contact Lafe Tolliver at Lafebx@gmail.com
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America’sFlirtation with Imperialism: The

Bully’'sTrap

By Steven Flagg
Guest Column

It sure seems like our moral and ethical fiber
is getting shredded. We're leaning hard into
a “big stick” approach, where only the strong
prevail, and the trouble with that style of for-
eign policy is that friends are only friends when
you’re holding the stick.

Start with the arithmetic. The world is now
about 8.3 billion people. The United States is
about 340-350 million — outnumbered roughly
24-to-1. India and China alone are each in the
neighborhood of 1.4—1.5 billion. In a world that
big, strategy can’t just be “be the biggest bully.” The bully’s advantage
is temporary. It can last for decades, but the moment the crown slips,
payback arrives fast.

A simple gut-check: policies start looking imperial when a powerful
country tries to override another country’s self-determination through po-
litical control, economic pressure, military coercion, or territorial ambi-
tion.

That’s not a left-wing or right-wing definition; it’s just a description of
how empires behave. And yes, deterrence matters. But deterrence isn’t
domination.

Recent headlines have revived the old imperial vocabulary again —
and not quietly. With Greenland, the talk isn’t merely about diplomacy

or basing rights. It has returned to the language of acquisition, with the
White House openly acknowledging that “all options™ are on the table,
including military force.

Greenland’s own leaders have responded with blunt unity: Greenland
is not for sale, not for taking, and its future belongs to Greenlanders, and
not to Washington, and not to Copenhagen acting under pressure. Still,
Greenland’s leaders have stated they remain open to strategic and busi-
ness cooperation with the United States.

While Greenland is facing threats, Venezuela has become a case study
in how quickly “temporary” can expand. After U.S. military action and
then the capture of Nicolds Maduro, the public discussion has moved
beyond sanctions and diplomacy into something much closer to direct
control: talk of the United States “running” the country for a period of
time, directing its oil infrastructure, and managing oil revenues through
U.S.-held accounts and U.S.-designed mechanisms.

Even if supporters call it stabilization, a policy involving regime re-
moval, asserted authority, and control of strategic resources is exactly
what causes other nations to hear the word “imperial,” whether said out
loud or not.

Still more sinister is that we normalize this behavior. Declaring exemp-
tion from international laws and established norms — “just this once,”
“just for security,” “just until order is restored” — makes the next time,
and the next time, just easier. History teaches us that republics don’t drift
into imperial habits overnight, but through the accumulation of prece-
dents and declarations of national interests.

And here, history is pretty blunt about where this road leads. Great Brit-
ain offers a long, well-documented case study, especially in the mercan-
tilist era, of what happens when trade, force, and pride fuse into foreign
policy.

Take the Navigation Acts, enacted by Britain in the 17th and 18th cen-
turies. These acts were designed to create a closed trading system that
advantaged Britain and constrained the colonies. That sort of rule looked
“efficient” from London’s perspective. From the other side of the ocean,
it looked like extraction and control. One outcome was predictable: re-
sentment grows, legitimacy collapses, and eventually the system breaks.
And an American Revolution ensued.

Or look at the East India Company (1600-1874): a commercial enter-
prise granted monopoly privileges that slowly morphed into a governing
power — an early warning label for what happens when a nation del-
egates imperial reach to a profit-seeking machine. Think oil companies
today. When market access becomes a strategic obsession, coercion tends
to follow. And when military power is used to pry open trade on terms
favorable to the stronger party, it leaves a long moral hangover and deep,
lasting distrust.

Then came Suez in 1956, the moment Britain and France discovered,
publicly and painfully, that they could still deploy force but no longer
set the terms of global legitimacy. The lesson wasn’t “never defend your
interests.” It was that imperial habits, especially around strategic choke-
points, can trigger backlash, fracture alliances, and accelerate decline.

That’s the bully’s trap. The stronger party may win today, but it loses
something harder to rebuild — trust, consent, and the willingness of oth-
ers to follow its lead. In a networked world, countries don’t need to “beat”
a superpower head-to-head to constrain it. They can hedge, form new
blocs, deny basing rights, price in political risk, and treat every American
request as a shakedown rather than a partnership.

No one can defend every past decision, but you have to say something
for roughly 75 years when the U.S.-led order, while messy, imperfect, of-
ten hypocritical, still delivered a level of global prosperity and alliance-
based peace that history rarely provides. The smarter move is to build on
what worked and fix what didn’t, rather than torch the architecture and
trust that made American influence sustainable.

If America wants to lead, the role of the biggest bully is not a strategi-
cally sound or sustainable course. The better approach is to be the most
credible partner, which means strong enough to deter, restrained enough
to be trusted, and wise enough to know that imperial shortcuts always
come with imperial bills — treasury and blood.
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Pastor Foster BringsVison And Heart To
Cdebrate The 80th Anniversary Of Indiana
Avenue Missonary Baptist Church

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

When | spoke with Reverend William Charles Foster Sr., the pastor of
Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church, it was clear that he carries
more than atitle, he carries a heart for people and a vision for the church’s
future.

“I’'m ahusband, I'm afather, I'm ason, I’'m abrother, 'man uncle, I'ma
friend,” he shares. “ Relationships probably matter the most to me. | am who
| am because of the people that have invested in me, that have nurtured and
loved me unconditionally.”

Foster cameto IndianaAvenue MBC in away that feelslike astory some-
one would tell in church, the kind you nod along with and say, ‘ Yes, Lord.’

“I was at a point in ministry where | knew God was calling me to pastor,
but I didn't know where,” he says. “I applied to afew churches, but didn’t
get them. Then | saw Indiana on the National Baptist Convention website. |
prayed and asked God, ‘Isthisit?”

“I applied in April 2022.” Pastor Foster then noted that the first phone call
he received to interview was April 19 aka 419. He says, “God had away of
letting me know that this is where I was going from the very first conversa-
tion.”

Interestingly, 419 isthe origina areacode for Toledo, making the date feel
like asmall, divine nudge connecting him to the city he would soon serve.

Before arriving at IndianaAvenue MBC, Pastor Foster had walked along,
winding path of ministry, learning and growing at every stop. He spent
years serving in various churches, preaching, teaching and mentoring, al-
ways listening to God's guidance on where to serve next.

Along the way, he faced doorsthat didn’t open, jobs he didn’t get and mo-
ments of doubt, but each experience shaped him into the leader he is today.
He describes these years as seasons of preparation, like a potter shaping
clay: patient, sometimes messy, but ultimately forming something strong
and useful for God's work.

Every sermon, every prayer, every late-night conversation with someone
in need was building the foundation for the ministry he now shepherds at
Indiana Avenue.

Following months of visits and preaching, Pastor Foster received a call
which changed everything. “November 20, 2022, was the day they elected
me as pastor,” he recalls. “It was a long process, but God always knows
what Heisdoing.”

Eighty yearsisalong time. Eight decades of faith, service and legacy. As
Indiana Avenue MBC celebrates this achievement, Pastor Foster reflects on
the church’srich legacy.

“It makes me think deeply about our church’s history,” he reflects. “Dr.
Roberts. Mother Roberts. I never met Dr. Roberts, but I was blessed to meet
Mother Roberts once before she passed away. Honoring the people who

laid the foundation,
that's the heart of this
80-year celebration.”

The 80th anniversary
celebration  embodies
that balance of both
honoring history and
looking forward. “It's
revival, reflection, cel-
ebration,” he explains.
“We honor our long-
standing members with
a Black Tie Gala, but
we also keep our eyes on where God isleading us,” Pastor Foster says. “Ev-
ery generation in our church matters, and our theme, ‘Merging the Genera-
tions,” reminds us that at the foot of the cross, we al stand together with our
Father, equal, connected, and focused on what really matters.”

Reflecting on the legacy he has inherited, Pastor Foster says the congrega-
tion stands on the shoulders of giantsand carries aresponsibility to continue
Indiana’s rich history. He also believes the church’s work goes far beyond
Sunday morning worship.

“The church’s first duty is to make disciples,” he says. “Jesus told us to
go and make disciples. We must also take care of the downtrodden, the op-
pressed, and the unseen.”

Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church provides ministry to real peo-
ple with real needs. For Pastor Foster, tradition matters, but not at the cost
of truth or growth. “Not all tradition is bad, but not all tradition is good,”
he shares. “When tradition gets in the way of reaching people or living out
God's calling, spiritual maturity sayswe must put it aside.”

Jesus was a revolutionary, nothing about Him followed tradition for tradi-
tion's sake, Pastor explains. “We honor the past, yes, but we can't liveiniit.
Everything we do is guided by our mission and vision, pointing us forward
while staying true to God's purpose.”

Indiana Avenue MBC's 80th anniversary is a major milestone, but it is
also a time of revival and reflection. Revival is something Pastor Foster em-
phasizes as being for the body of Christ, to uplift and renew those already
in faith.

Looking ahead, Pastor Foster’s vision is simple but profound: “I don't
own the vision. God does. | steward it. My prayer is that Indiana will help
create disciples, nurture them in Christ, and transform them into servants
utilizing their spiritua gifts for the kingdom of God.”

Pastor Foster

... continued on page 11
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L aVera Scott, Director of the Lucas County
Board of Elections, Named Presdent of the
Ohio Association of Election Officials

The Ohio Association of Election Officials (OAEO), the bipartisan orga-
nization representing Ohio’s 88 county boards of elections and their staff
members, last week announced that LaVera Scott, director of the Lucas
County Board of Elections, has been named President of the OAEO.

In this leadership role, Scott will guide the OAEO’s efforts to promote
fair, accurate, and reliable elections across Ohio, coordinate professional
development and education for local election officials, and advance sound
election administration policies.

“Serving Ohio’s election officials at this level is an honor and an op-
portunity to support election professionals statewide,” said Scott. “I look
forward to working with county boards and partners to strengthen Ohio’s
election processes, uphold democratic principles, and ensure every eligible
voter’s voice is heard.”

As Director of the Lucas County Board of Elections, Scott has played a
key role in managing election operations, enhancing election security and
voter confidence, and fostering professional excellence within her com-
munity.

“Under her leadership, the Lucas County Board of Elections has navigat-
ed complex challenges with integrity and dedication,” said Chairman Rich-

ard “Fritz” Schoen. “Her
commitment to transpar-
ent, accessible elections
makes her an ideal choice
for this statewide leader-
ship role.”

The Ohio Associa-
tion of Election Officials
serves as the leading pro-
fessional association for
local election administrators, providing resources, training programs, leg-
islative updates, and a collaborative network to help election officials meet
evolving demands.

The Ohio Association of Election Officials is a bipartisan organization
representing the 88 county boards of elections across Ohio. Its mission is
to support election professionals through education, advocacy, and leader-
ship development to ensure elections are administered fairly, accurately,
and efficiently.

LaVera Scott is the Director of the Lucas County Board of Elections in
Toledo, Ohio, where she manages election administration for one of Ohio’s
largest counties. With extensive experience in election operations and pub-
lic service, Scott has been recognized for her leadership, commitment to
election integrity, and support for election staff development.

Kaptur Votes To Pass
—Inal Appropriations
~unding L egidation

and Secures Nearly $11 Million For 7 NW Ohio
Community Funded Projects

Special to The Truth

On Thursday, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-
09) voted to pass H.R.7148, the Consolidated Appro-
priations Act, 2026, the final funding legislation fund-
ing for FY2026 which will now head to the Senate
for final approval. The legislation passed the House
by a bipartisan vote of 341-88, and now moves to the
Senate for final consideration. This legislative pack-
age includes funding for the Departments of Trans-
portation, Department of Housing and Urban Development, Department of
Labor, Department of Health and Human Services, and the Department of
Defense.

As part of this package, Congresswoman Kaptur secured $10,861,099 for
7 Community Funded Projects across Northwest Ohio for transportation
agencies, transportation infrastructure, local law enforcement, fire, and
emergency services, and a public education partnership with local colleges
and universities. The legislative package also included Congresswoman
Kaptur’s Care for Military Kids Act bipartisan legislation to ensure chil-
dren of active duty servicemembers who are required to relocate for a de-
ployment maintain their medical coverage for complex health needs when
moving across state lines.

“This week, Republicans and Democrats working together voted to de-
liver much needed, critical investment for transportation infrastructure,
housing, law enforcement, fire and emergency services, public health,
national defense, and to support working people in Northwest Ohio, and
across America. Municipalities across our region will receive well over
$10 Million in community projects alone to help the people who call our

... continued on page 10
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Reading | sthe Foundation: Why Toledo
Tomorrow SaysL iteracy |sEveryone€ sBusness

By Asia Nalil
The Truth Reporter

It's cold outside on a January day
in Toledo, but inside, the discussion
iswarm, steady, and serious.

“At first you learn to read,” says
Savage. “Then you read to learn.”

That simple sentence explains ev-
erything.

Bob Savage is the president and
founder of Toledo Tomorrow, an
organization focused on strengthen-
ing education across the region by
supporting early literacy, college
access and career opportunities for
students.

“We provide young people with real-world information about colleges and
careers, as well as resources to fund those experiences,” explains Savage.

“Most importantly we want people to realize that al of this starts with the
ability to read.”

From College Access to Community I mpact

Reading affects everything. School success. Job opportunities. Economic
health. Even how long someone stays self-sufficient.

Toledo Tomorrow was originally the College and Career Access Group,
and that remains where much of the organization’s work is focused today.
Last year alone, they worked with 1,600 studentsin Toledo. They took 1,200
students on tours to local employers and college campuses and they helped

500 students connect to scholar ships.

“That is what we’ve been doing pretty well for the last eight years,” Sav-
age adds.

But now, the work is expanding, backward and forward at the same time.

Reading s Not Just a School | ssue

Two years ago, the state of Ohio asked Toledo Tomorrow to step into a
new role: asaregional education partner. That meansless direct service and
more coordination. More listening. More lifting everyone together.

Savage says the role is about helping all educational partners “raise the
tide” across the region’s education landscape.

That includes education from early childhood through adulthood. And the
first place Toledo Tomorrow focuses?

Early literacy.

“When people hear reading proficiency scores,” Savage says, “they think
of school by itself. But reading is probably the most essential building block
of learning.”

Reading affects everything. School success. Job opportunities. Economic
health. Even how long someone stays self-sufficient.

According to Savage, “Reading well expands opportunity and makes it
possible to do more, both in school and beyond.”

Third Gradeisa Critical Milestone

Savage pointsto datafrom partnersin Akron who track students over time.
What they seeistelling.

... continued on page 8
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Rep. Roger s Pushes Scott High School License
Plate Bill Forward

State Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr. is urg-
ing community members to take the final step in
bringing the Scott High School specialty license
plate to life. Portions of the proceeds from the
plate will go directly to the school to fund edu-
cational opportunities — a critical boost at a time
when public schools face ongoing funding cuts.

Residents can sign up during normal business
hours at Scott High School with their driver’s li-
cense and current license plate number. Signing
up shows interest and helps move the plate into
production — no purchase is required.

Rep. Rogers worked in bipartisan partnership

with co-sponsor Rep. DJ Swearingen

to get the bill passed. The legislation gained
regional attention when, during the House
hearing, the Homeland Security Chair asked
Rep. Rogers to recite his school’s fight song.
He began, and Bulldogs spanning multiple
generations joined in, earning a standing ova-
tion.

“A lot of work went into making this hap-
pen,” said Rep. Rogers. “Now I'm asking for
our community’s support to seal the deal and
give these students the chance to explore un-
ending possibilities.”

Reading is the Foundation...continued from page 7

“When students pass the third-grade reading test,” he says, “they have a 77
percent chance of passing the eighth-grade math test.”

However, when students do not pass third-grade reading?

“Their average score on the eighth-grade math test is roughly 21 percent,
he shares.

That is almost four times worse.

“These are the trends we pay attention to because we’re determined to
change the trajectory.”

Why ThisMattersto Everyone

Savage makes it clear why he is so passionate about this cause.

”»

“I founded Toledo Tomorrow and have worked here full-time for the past
five years because I truly believe this is the right thing to do.”

But even for people who think more in dollars than ideals, the message
stays the same.

Savage explains that reading well is something every employer looks for,
regardless of the position. If students are unable to achieve basic literacy and
math skills, the costs associated do not simply vanish.

Instead, all levels of government end up covering the cost over a student’s
lifetime,” Savage warns. Adults who struggle with reading often face lower
wages, unstable jobs, and increased reliance on public programs.

“It ends up being quite expensive,” he adds, showing that investing in early
literacy isn’t just the right thing to do, it’s also smart for the community and
the economy.

As literacy improves, entire communities benefit.

Ohio’s Science of Reading Mandate

Ohio mandated the Science of Reading curriculum statewide. Savage calls
it “a very good step.”

Many local districts, including Toledo Public Schools, already follow it.

“That was good to see,” he highlights. “We do have some great public
schools in our region.”

Still, change takes time.

“It’s not going to happen overnight,” Savage emphasizes. “Or as quickly
as we want it to.”

... continued on page 12
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Top Ladiesof Diginction Honor Firs Responders

on MLK Jr. Day

By Clara Petty
Special to The Truth

The Toledo Chapter of Top Ladies of Distinction proudly hosted its Pink
and Blue Community Day, a heartfelt initiative centered on random acts
of kindness and intentional appreciation for first responders who faithfully
serve the City of Toledo.

Our day of service on January 19, MLK Jr. Day, began at the Public Safety
Building on Secor Road, where members of the Toledo Chapter delivered
snacks, essential supplies and hearts of appreciation to the University of To-
ledo Police Department.

Adding a special touch, our Top Teens of America members prepared per-
sonalized thank-you cards for each officer — simple yet powerful expressions
of gratitude meant to uplift and encourage those who protect our campus
community every day.

Our next stop was Fire Station #4, where firefighters received a large sack
filled with approximately 15-20 assorted snacks and supplies. The items
were thoughtfully prepared for placement in the station’s lounge, providing
nourishment and appreciation during long shifts dedicated to safeguarding
our neighborhoods.

The final stop of our Pink and Blue Community Day brought us to the
Emergency Room at ProM edica Toledo Hospital. In recognition of the criti-
cal role emergency responders play in saving lives, our chapter delivered
additional large snack bags to be placed in the dedicated break room for
EMS drivers and ER staff. This small gesture served as areminder that their

Ohio High School
Democrats, College
Democrats, Young
Black Democrats, and
Young Democr ats
Endorse Dr. Amy
Acton for Governor

Last week, Ohio High School Democrats, College Democrats of Ohio, Ohio
Young Black Democrats, and Ohio Young Democrats endorsed Dr. Amy Ac-
ton for Governor of Ohio, pointing to her commitment to tackling Ohio’s af-
fordability crisis, fully funding the state’s public schools and plans to invest in
workforce development for young people.

“Receiving the endorsement of Ohio’s High School Democrats, Young
Black Democrats, College Democrats and Young Democrats is an honor.
Ohio’s young people deserve a candidate who is fighting for a future where
they can get ahead,” said Dr. Amy Acton. “That’s why I'm fighting to invest in
our public education, prioritize workforce development, and lower costs so all
Ohioans can thrive.”

“We’re proud to endorse Dr. Amy Acton for governor. As the four largest
organizations fighting to build a better future for Ohio’s next generation of
leaders, Dr. Acton is the only candidate in this race who will put Ohioans first.
She’s ready to tackle the affordability crisis that is holding our young people
back, fully fund our public schools and create economic opportunities for all
of us,” said Kimberly Agyekum, President of Ohio Young Democrats. “Vivek
Ramaswamy claims to care about Ohio’s young people, but we cannot trust
an out of touch billionaire to put working families first when he calls us lazy,
relocates his business from Ohio to Texas, and calls Medicaid a mistake. Ohio
is ready for a change, and we’re proud to support Dr. Acton in this fight.”

tireless work does not go unnoticed.

Though we are a small chapter, the Toledo Chapter of Top Ladies of Dis-
tinction remains deeply committed to making ameaningful impact. Through
compassion, service and intentional outreach, our Pink and Blue Communi-
ty Day demonstrated that even modest acts of kindness can bring encourage-
ment, appreciation and renewed energy to those who serve our community.
Together we honored our first responders — one snack, one smile and one
heartfelt “thank you” at atime.

Worship Celeh
FERRUARY 22ND &
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Whereto Turn tofor Help in Navigating

Financial Challenges

Special to The Truth

Managing your finances can be challenging, especially when you’re not
sure where to turn for help.

Darlene Goins, head of Philanthropy and Community Impact at Wells Far-
go, shares practical tips and lesser-known resources for taking the next step
forward at various stages in your financial life.

What’s happening: You need guidance and funding to launch your small business.

What you can do now: Securing capital can be especially challenging if you
don’t qualify for a traditional bank loan. A Community Development Financial
Institution (CDFI) can help. These specialized lenders provide financing to
small businesses, organizations and individuals, and are suited to helping new
business ideas get off the ground. CDFIs offer such options as term loans, lines
of credit, credit cards and real estate financing. Many also provide consulting,
coaching, education, connections and financial planning at low or no cost.

Certified by the U.S. Treasury, CDFIs raise low-cost capital through grants
and low-interest funds provided by the government and banks like Wells
Fargo. The more than 1,000 CDFIs nationwide collectively manage over
$436 billion. Wells Fargo has a long-standing commitment of supporting
CDFlIs through philanthropic grants and investments that help extend capi-
tal to businesses nationwide. CDFI matching services available through the
Small Business Resource Navigator are made possible by a donation from
Wells Fargo to Community Reinvestment Fund, USA.

What’s happening: You received notice of a rent increase.

What you can do now: Don’t assume you have to accept a rent increase. If
you’re a responsible tenant with a solid rental history, you may have more
negotiating power than you think. The best time to start the conversation is
one to two months before your lease renewal. Come prepared with research

on comparable rental rates, a list of your strengths as a tenant, and a clear ask
— such as a lower monthly rate, a longer lease or added amenities. A respect-
ful, well-prepared conversation could lead to tangible savings.

The Wells Fargo Foundation provides grant funding to organizations that
can help. For example, SaverLife offers free financial tools and resources,
including scripts for negotiating rent.

‘What’s happening: You and your family are facing financial pressures re-
lated to a disability.

What you can do now: Consider leveraging a tax-advantaged savings pro-
gram, like an ABLE account, to help cover qualified expenses such as educa-
tion, healthcare, transportation and more.

Available to anyone in the United States, these accounts offer a way for
people with disabilities and their families to save without potentially impact-
ing their eligibility for public benefits.

The National Association of State Treasurers is building awareness about
ABLE accounts through the ABLEtoday program. ABLEtoday partners with
state treasurers to provide plan comparisons, best practices and strategies to
help families maximize savings.

What’s happening: You worry you’re missing out on eligible tax credits
and deductions because you can’t afford a professional tax preparer.

What you can do now: Take advantage of free, IRS-certified tax prepa-
ration services to ensure you're claiming every benefit you're eligible for.
These services are offered through trusted community-based organizations
supported by Prosperity Now. Through a recent Wells Fargo Foundation
grant, $200,000 was deployed to 15 organizations across 12 U.S. markets
and will help qualified experts prepare over 20,000 tax returns at no cost,
returning an estimated $25 million to households, according to participat-
ing nonprofits. Many of these organizations also offer year-round financial
coaching and help navigating public benefits.

Whether you’re negotiating rent or filing taxes, lean on available resources
so you can do so with greater confidence and more support.

Kaptur...continued from page 6

region home. This progress will be felt in communities big and small, from
the tiny Village of Gibsonburg, to the bustling City of Toledo” said Con-
gresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09). “I am thrilled to see that this legisla-
tion includes a key priority of mine, my bipartisan Care for Military Kids
Act. This will ensure children in our military families will always have
access to the care they need, no matter where their parent’s service takes
them. The House has done our job in bipartisan fashion, and I now urge the
Senate to pass this legislation with haste, so it can be signed into law, to get
this vital funding to our communities.”

Congresswoman Kaptur’s community-led project funding

¢ $3,061,099 for Toledo Public School District for Scott Park Cam-
pus Revitalization. In June 2023, Toledo Public Schools acquired the Scott
Park Campus, launching an ambitious project to transform it into a hub
for education, residential living, and recreation. The campus will host
three specialized magnet schools—Education, Business, and Construction/
Architectural Designs—catering to students in grades 7-12 from across
Northwest Ohio.

e $2,000,000 for Toledo Area Metroparks for Toledo Riverwalk Con-
struction and Glass City Enrichment Center Building Upgrades. Toledo has
undertaken an unprecedented public-private initiative to bring high-quality
public greenspace, trails, and programs to downtown Toledo’s riverfront
neighbors.

* $ 2,450,000 for the Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority (TARTA)
to upgrade its maintenance facilities in preparation for the Zero Emission
Bus (ZEB) systems transition.

* 1,250,000 for the Toledo Police Department for the construction of a
new SAFE-T City Headquarters. Since its inception in 1978, the Safe-T-
City program, orchestrated by the Toledo Police Department, has played a
crucial role in educating generations of Toledo-area kindergarteners about
life-saving safety measures, from pedestrian awareness in traffic to fire
safety and appropriate responses to strangers in public spaces.

* $850,000 for the City of Toledo for a new Fire Station 16 on Dorr Street.
This would replace an existing station built in 1979 with a modern facility
to enhance emergency response capabilities for nearly 10,000 residents.



January 28, 2026

The Sojourner’s Truth

Page 11

UToledo to Host 42nd Conferencefor
Aspiring Youth on Saturday

Athletes Chamique Holdsclaw and Maurice Clarett will share their inspi-
rational stories of overcoming personal challenges during The University of
Toledo's 42nd annual Conference for Aspiring Youth on Saturday, Jan. 31.

The free, public conference is supported by signature sponsor Owens
Corning and organized by Toledo Excel, a longtime scholarship incentive
program that recruits and supports eighth-grade students in the region to at-
tend UToledo.

More than 700 middle and high school students and their parents are ex-
pected to participate from 8:30 to 11:30 am. in Thompson Student Union
Auditorium.

Advance registration isrequired. To register or for more information, go to
the Toledo Excel website (https://www.utoledo.edu/success/excel/) .

Chamique Holdsclaw is aformer basketball superstar who led the Univer-
sity of Tennessee Lady Volunteers to three straight NCAA national cham-
pionships in the 1990s, then launched a high-profile career in the WNBA.
Holdsclaw isaformer basketball superstar who led the University of Tennes-
see Lady Volunteers to three straight NCAA national championships in the
1990s, then launched a high-profile career in the WNBA.

Throughout her athletic career, Holdsclaw was navigating mental health
issues later diagnosed as bipolar disorder and severe anxiety. After a long
journey of learning to manage her illness, she is now dedicated to mental
health and wellness activism.

Maurice Clarett be-
came a household name
as the freshman run-
ning back who led the
Ohio State Buckeyes
to a national champi-
onship in 2002. Mean-
while Clarett became a
household name as the
freshman running back
who led the Ohio State Buckeyes to a national championship in 2002. Clar-
ett’s path took a difficult turn following his collegiate success, including a
prison sentence that inspired him to commit to a process of profound per-
sonal transformation.

“Over the last several years we have seen arise in mental health challeng-
es with students,” said David Young, director of Toledo Excel. “Chamique
Holdsclaw is the perfect person to connect with young people and let them
know they are not alone, it's OK to seek help and they can overcome any
challenge, while Maurice Clarett is a shining example to youth that it is nev-
er too late to pivot, turn your life around and create new pathways.”

The Conference for Aspiring Youth will also feature amusical guest in na-
tional recording artist and multimedia personality and content creator Lexi.
Her YouTube channel, lexitelevision, has more than 341,000 subscribers.

Chamique Holdsclaw Maurice Clarett

Kaptur CallsFor Trangparency and Overaght in
Reecting Latest Homdand Security Funding Bill

Last week, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09) voted to reject Ap-
propriations legislation extending spending levels for the Department of
Homeland Security, citing reports of enforcement action violating law and
order protocols based in basic Constitutional principles, and aseriouslack of
transparency around enforcement operating procedures.

Kaptur caled for the legislation to enshrine law and order protocols for
accountability, transparency, and oversight attending to the award of fed-
eral contracts around arrest enforcement and detention, as well asto institute
safeguards that protect bedrock Constitutional principles and safety for all.

“It is afundamental tenet of democracy that no one person or no law en-
forcement agency in America is above the law. Basic questions about Con-
stitutional protections and enforcement policy have gone unanswered for too
long even as some in I CE violate basic enforcement standards that apply to
every officer who wears a badge. Breaking into private homes without war-
rants, detaining residents without cause, and even deporting military veter-
ans and US citizens including children with Stage 4 cancer isillegal and un-
American. Operations that fall outside our Constitution put law enforcement
and our communities at risk in atime of heightened tension.

“1 have consistently supported lawful border security—funding a major
Border Patrol station in Ottawa County and the 180th Fighter Wing’s North-
ern Border mission—done legally, openly, and with accountability. I have
long a been a voice calling on Members of both parties to work together on
bipartisan immigration enforcement policy. We can secure our borders and
protect our communities without abandoning the United States Constitution.

“The rule of law protects everyone—officers and citizens alike. Law en-
forcement must be identifiable and accountable. Masks with no badges, no
body cameras, and no oversight have no place in a democracy. ICE officers
should follow the same excessive-force protocol s as every police and Sheriff
department in this country, wear visible identification, and use body cam-
eras.

“1 support citizens documenting what happensin their communities. Trans-
parency is not a threat to public safety—it is the foundation of trust. The
Administration’s refusal to enforce safeguards and its disregard for the legal
prohibition against deporting US citizensis unacceptable. An improved ver-
sion of the Homeland Security funding bill put before the House could and
must accomplish justice for the American people.”

Pastor Foster...continued from page 5

As Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church fully complete its 80th
year, this legacy event stretches beyond a single weekend. The traditional
anniversary the last weekend in February will honor those who have shaped
the church’s story, but the joy and reflection will continue throughout the
year.

Guided by faith and fueled by service, Pastor Foster says, “We are step-

ping boldly into this
next chapter, carry-
ing our mission, our
legacy, and our vision
wherever God |eads
us.”

Learn more about In-
diana Avenue MBC here

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample y va n

storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in

Apartment Homes
.86 -

today to see our beautifully
4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com

with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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NBCI and ACHDC Issue a Call for Scientific
Paperson | mproving Black Health for the
“Enroll Now Online Magazine”

The National Black Church Initiative(NBCI) isacoalition of 150,000 Afri-
can American and Latino faith communities, comprising 27.7 million mem-
bers, together with the American Clinical Health Disparities Commission
(ACHDC), has issued a Call for Scientific Papers on improving Black health
for publication in Enroll Now Magazine. The overarching purpose of this
online magazine is to provide a platform for illuminating critical health data
and other information for NBCI’s members and the interested public.

Rev. Anthony Evans, the editor of Enroll Now Magazine and president
of the National Black Church Initiative, says, “We want to provide a safe
place for Black researchers and clinicians to tell the 27.7 million members
of NBCI what they think when it comes to how to improve Black health and
curtail Black mortality and morbidity. We want them to do thisfreely, in their
own words, without pressure from the white medical and scientific com-
munity. We want them to speak directly to black people without any filters.”

The Enroll Now Call for Scientific Papers has a submission deadline of
Tuesday, June 30, 2026. Research should be based on how to curtail mortal-
ity and morbidity in African American communities, with specific Areas of
Interest to include, but not be limited to: Access to

Care/Lifestyles/Self-care, Diabetes, Genetic diseases (Sickle Cell and
other), Mental health, Parkinson’s disease, Rare diseases, and Stroke and
Hypertension. All authors must be familiar with the NBCI National Black
Health Agenda <https://www.naltblackchurch.com/pdf/blackhealthagenda-

congress.pdf> Report to Congress<https://www.naltblackchurch.com/pdf/
blackheal thagenda-congress.pdf>. A review panel, composed of NBCI and
ACHDC reviewers, will evaluate all submissions.

For guidelines and to submit papers for review, please contact NBCI: P. O.
Box 65177, Washington, DC 20035, or dcbci2002@gmail.com<mailto:%20
dcbci2002@gmail.com>.

The Nationa Black Church Initiative (NBCI) is a coalition of 150,000
African American and Latino churches, comprising 27.7 million members,
that worksto eradicateracial disparitiesin healthcare, technology, education,
housing, and the environment.

NBCI’s mission is to provide critical wellness information to al of its
members, congregants, churches, and the public. The Nationa Black Church
Initiative’'s methodology utilizes faith and sound health science. We aso of -
fer our member congregants and the public helpful, science-based tips on
developing and maintaining a healthy lifestyle.

The American Clinical Health Disparities Commission (ACHDC) isaco-
alition of African American and Latino clinicians and clergy that educates,
generates interest, and improves clinical tria participation among NBCI's
constituents. ACHDC is an award-winning, accredited provider of continu-
ing medical education with asubstantial catalog of clinician and patient edu-
cation focused on unconscious bias, health ineguities and diversity, equity
and inclusivity.

Reading is the Foundation...continued from page 8

Real progress starts earlier than school.

“We need to encourage everyone to read to infants,” he says. “Even before
they’re born.”

The more words babies hear, the faster their vocabulary grows. The faster
reading develops.

Programs like Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library, now running through
the county library system, helps to close those gaps.

“There’s been a very nice uptick in households taking advantage of it,”
Savage says.

Still, challenges remain.

“Across Ohio about 28 percent of students are behind grade level in read-
ing.”

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!

[/ Basement Waterproofing [/ Indoor Air Quality
[/ Foundation Repair [/ Crawl Space Service

$760 OFF |

Plus FREE
Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

|
e a

€RIEHOME.

QCALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

> 1-888-501-2812

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not
be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All ights reserved,

In urban districts? That number is north of 50 percent.

Couch toKindergarten

Some children arrive at school already prepared. Others do not.

“There’s a saying,” Savage says. “They go from couch to kindergarten.”

That does not mean parents do not care. Many households are doing the
best they can.

Many parents and guardians today are working on overdrive just to make
ends meet. Childcare centers matter here.

“The centers with an educational focus,” Savage explains, “are what we
really want for our young people.”

Learning letters. Sounds. Numbers. Structure. Socia skills.

“All of that helps them achieve more as they go up,” he says.

What Parents Can Do Right Now

Savage provides some practical advice to families who feel overwhelmed.

“Read to your children,” he says. “Reading to your kids for 20 to 30 min-
utes each day will provide numerous benefits.”

Identify books that you know your child enjoys. Allow them to hold the
book while you read and point out pictures as you flip the pages.

Savage also states that “electronic devices are not really assisting with this
process.”

Askids grow, switch roles.

“Listen to them read too,” he says. “This will help them recognize letters
and sounds.”

And make books in the home normal.

“Have books around your children,” he encourages. “Make it part of the
environment.”

That culture matters. It is essential to developing a love for reading in a
child.

A Shared Future

Bob Savage speaks not only as a professional, but as a parent.

“There’s nothing more important than taking time with our children,” he
says.

Looking ahead, Toledo Tomorrow plans to expand reading support from
kindergarten through fifth grade, continue building partnerships, and in-
creasing awareness.

“We need to talk about early education more,” he says. “Spread the word.”

Thiswork belongs to everyone.

“Let’s go arm in arm and attack this as a whole community.”

Because reading is not just about test scores.

It isabout brighter futures, for children, families and Toledo itself.

Learn more about Toledo Tomorrow and their programs here
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Lovely One: A Memoir Adapted for Young Adults

by Ketanji Brown Jackson

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

You knew it years ago.

When you were little and people asked you , G AUZD
what you wanted to do when you grew up, the Bright Matter Books
answer was obvious: you had a dream and an $20.99
idea. Sure, other interests caught your eye 351 pages
once in awhile but you always came back to

that one plan, this one thing. As in the new book, Lovely One by Ket-
anji Brown Jackson (adapted for young readers), you might be a kid
but you' ve always known what you wanted.

When she was just four years old, little Ketanji Brown sat with her
father at their kitchen table most evenings, watching as he studied his
books and prepared for a career in law. He sometimes included his
daughter by playfully asking for her advice on his lessons, a memory
stuck with her for the rest of her life and instilled alifelong intrigue for
legal matters.

Brown Jackson says that she was lucky to have had so many inspira-
tional, focused ancestors to give her family a solid base, and she was
fortunate to be born in the fall of 1970, to parents who had worked hard
to secure Civil Rights. They encouraged that same activism in their
children, and they expected excellence in their education. For as long
as Brown Jackson could remember, they nurtured in her “aspirit of per-
severance,” allowed for extracurricular activities, and they helped her
seize many opportunities.

She continued to be a good student and a good kid. Then one after-
noon, everything clicked into place.

A few days before her 12th birthday, she says, she discovered a maga-
zine article about a Black woman, a lawyer, who broke ground before
Brown Jackson was even born, and it “would extend my horizons.” She
realized that the memory of studying with her father “was only the be-
ginning for me,” she says.

Little did she know then that she, too, would break ground someday ...

There is, of course, more to the story of author Ketanji Brown Jack-
son’s life, her career, and her history-making appointment to the Su-
preme Court, and Lovely One brings readers up to date. For akid, that's
great but the bigger appeal may come from the way the story’s told
here. In this version, adapted for young readers, time is taken to show
that Justice Jackson was just an ordinary kid once.

Playing, attending classes she loved and ones she disliked, travel-
ing, spending time with her grandparents, getting a new sibling, these
are experiences Jackson shares with young readers, and they’re very
engaging. Her
narrative, though
it uses adult-lev-
el language, is
easy to grasp and
quite relatable
for her audience,
and her excite-
ment at some of
her life's high-
lights is delight-
fully charming.
Jackson  never
talks down to
kids who read
this book, nor to
the  grown-ups
who might find
it less daunting
than its similar
adult version.

If a biogra-
phy is on your
12-and-up  stu-
dent’s  reading
list, think of this
book first. For

you, and for a kid who needs inspiration, finding Lovely Oneisthe thing to do.

Local UAW...continued from page 16

said, ‘ Thisistoo much.” That was aturning point.”

He anal ogized that with the current turmoil of today. “1 ask everybody here,
and it's not pleasant. Please watch that video today [of the shooting of Alex
Pretti]. That should be the turning point, and it's going to take al of us. |
watched kidsin Minnesota schools walk out. | watched people not go to work.
| watched 50,000 people in subzero weather march yesterday. And if they can
do that in Minnesota, we can take our stand here. We need to take stand all
across the country,” stated Totty.

“You know what's at stake this year...and [Marcy and 1] just can't stand
on the sidelines, just like al of you,” said Sherrod Brown. “You didn’t have
to be there tonight in this cold weather. You don’t have to fight for the labor
movement. You don’t have to fight for the civil rights movement. You’re there,
Tony’sthere, like Marcy is there because you want to get off the sidelines and
fight like hell.” He spoke on current issues in the Trump administration.

“You don’t need me to tell you what's at stake, but you do know what's at
stake, and that’s where I'm fighting like hell and I know you’re fighting like
hell for abetter country, and that's a country where we really do recognize hu-
man rights, civil rights, voting rights, worker rights. Weave them all together,
and we do those right, and we make that fight. It makes us a much better coun-
try,” he shared.

The evening concluded with speeches from Ohio Congresswoman Marcy
Kaptur and Baldemar Velasquez, founder and leader of FLOC (Farm Labor
Organizing Committee), and a benediction by Pastor John Michael Talbert.

Loca 14 UAW President Tony Totty said, “It's just always good to bring
everybody together from our community... we aways bring speakers that are
going to talk to the moment. Sherrod Brown is running [for office] because
he can't sit back and watch what's taking place in this country. Marcy Kaptur,
once again, fighting to represent us well.

“When you look at their opponents, they’re just rubber stamping terrible
legidation and they’re not standing up for the citizens up northwest Ohio and
Toledo and our community. When you look at what's taking place with educa-
tion and the rest of it we need to hold these legidlators accountable. It's nice to
have the fellowship here and we just thank everybody for coming out to hear
what’s going on in our community,” Totty added.

Dinner was catered by Bite Catering. To learn more about Local 14 UAW
visit uawlocal14.org.

Fast, Easy, and the Lowest Flooring Prices, Period®

With Refloor, you get:
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR DESIGN/BUILD
SERVICES FOR A TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT
AUTHORITY INNOVATION POST J-4 PARKING LOT

The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority (“TLCPA") is requesting qualification statements from
Design/Build (“D/B") firms to provide an Innovation Post J-4 Parking Lot located at 114 N. 13th
Street, Toledo, OH 43604. The project includes comprehensive design and renovation services for
an existing approximately 40,000-square-foot parking lot, ensuring full compliance with the City
of Toledo (COT) zoning code and optimizing the layout to maximize the total number of parking
spaces. This area will serve as an additional parking area for the Innovation Post located at 1300
Jefferson Ave., Toledo, OH 43604.

The TLCPA will select and retain a (D/B) firm for the design and construction of this project. This
project will be performed as a Guaranteed Maximum Price (GMP) contract with the amount not
to exceed $963,700.00. Only qualified firms/contractors are eligible to participate in this project.

The required format for the proposal to be submitted to the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority is
described in detail in the full copy of the Request for Qualifications, and is available by either (1)
emailing Tina Perkins at Tperkins@Toledoport.org or (2) visiting the Port Authority’s website at
https://www.toledoport.org/public-notices. Qualification Statements are due no later than Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026, at 10:00 a.m. (local time).

Thomas J. Winston
President and CEO
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
CITY OF TOLEDO, OH
HOME-ARP ALLOCATION PLAN

Notice is hereby given that the City of Toledo, OH (City) has prepared a substantial amendment to its HOME-ARP
Allocation Plan. This Plan describes how the City intends to allocate $7.9 million in HOME-ARP funds, authorized
by the American Rescue Plan in April 2021.

The Draft proposes to mandate a Preference for Supportive Services Funds for Qualifying Population 1 (QP1):
Homeless, as defined in 24 CFR 91.5 Homeless (1), (2), or (3). In accordance with Notice CPD 21-10, in order to
obtain the views of citizens, public agencies, and other interested parties, the City has made the proposed
amendment to the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan available for public review for 15 days beginning Monday,
January 26, 2026 through Monday, February 9, 2026 at the following locations:

Department of Housing and Community Development
One Government Center, 18th Floor Lucas Metropolitan Housing
Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets 435 Nebraska Avenue
website: Toledo, Ohio 43604
https://toledo.oh.gov/departments/housing-community- website: www.lucasmha.org
development

website: www.toledofhc.org

Toledo Lucas County Homelessness Board
1220 Madison Avenue

Toledo, Ohio 43604

website: www.endinghomelessnesstoledo.org

Office of the Mayor

One Government Center, 22nd Floor

Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets
website: https:/toledo.oh.gov/government/mayor
Toledo-Lucas County Public Library
325 Michigan Street

Toledo, Ohio 43604

website: https://www.toledolibrary.ora/

Clerk of Council

One Government Center, 21st Floor

Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets

website: https://toledo.oh.gov/government/city-council
Lucas Co. Board of Developmental Disabilities
1154 Larc Lane

Toledo, Ohio 43614

website: www.lucasdd.info

The Fair Housing Center
326 N. Erie Street
Toledo, Ohio 43604

The City of Toledo will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, February 11, 2026 at 4:00 p.m. in City Council
Chambers, One Government Center, 1* floor; Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets.

The City of Toledo will make reasonable accommodations and services necessary for sensory-impaired and
disabled citizens. Persons requiring such accommodations/services should contact the Office of Diversity and
Inclusion ADA Coordinator at 419-245-1198 or submit a request online at
https://toledo.oh.gov/accessibility/ada-accommodation.  Individuals requiring interpretation during the public
hearing, or who require alternative language translation of the proposed amendment may request such services by
contacting the Department of Housing and Community Development 72 hours in advance of the public hearing.

Written comments on the proposed amendment to the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan can be submitted to the City of
Toledo Department of Housing and Community Development; One Government Center, Suite 1800; Toledo, OH
43604, or email juenethia.fisher@toledo.oh.gov.

Comments received before 4:00 p.m. February 9, 2026, will be considered. City Council is expected to act on the
proposed amendment to the HOME-ARP Allocation Plan at the regularly scheduled Council meeting Tuesday,
March 3, 2026.

AUDIO OPERATIONS ASSISTANT

WGTE Public Media is seeking a full-time
Audio Operations Assistant to support the
production, coordination, and delivery of
radio, podcast, and streaming content. This
role assists with recording, editing, mix-
ing, and quality control of audio and video
content using tools such as Adobe Audi-
tion, Audacity, and Adobe Premiere Pro,
while supporting the day-to-day technical
operations of FM 91 and WGTE’s digital
platforms. The position includes studio and
field recordings, uploading and managing
content across distribution platforms, re-
purposing content for digital channels such
as YouTube, and supporting podcasting and
streaming workflows. The ideal candidate
has strong attention to detail, the ability to
manage multiple tasks in a collaborative
environment, familiarity with digital content
tools, and an interest in public media, sto-
rytelling, and emerging audio platforms.

Send your letter and résumé to employ-
ment@wgte.org<mailto:employment@
wgte.org> or Human Resources, P.O. Box
30, Toledo, OH 43614.

RADIO HOST (PART-TIME)

WGTE Public Media is seeking a part-
time Radio Host (Classical Music) to host
live and pre-recorded classical program-
ming on FM 91. This role includes hosting
weekday live broadcasts from 9:00-11:00
a.m., producing evergreen classical con-
tent, voicing underwriting and promotional
spots, and supporting fund drives, special
programming, and community events. The
ideal candidate has a strong, professional
on-air presence, technical proficiency in ra-
dio studio operations and audio editing (in-
cluding MusicMaster and Hindenburg Pro
or similar systems), and a genuine passion
for classical music and public media. An as-
sociate degree or equivalent experience is
required; prior on-air radio experience and
knowledge of public radio best practices
are preferred.

Send your letter and résumé to employ-
ment@wgte.org<mailto:employment@
wgte.org> or Human Resources, P.O. Box
30, Toledo, OH 43614.

Call to place your ad:

419-243-0007
www.TheTruthToledo.com
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L ocal UAW 14 Hogsts 17th Annual Martin Luther

King Jr. Celebration

By Dawn Scotland
The Truth Reporter

Loca UAW 14 hosted its 17th Annual Martin Luther King Jr. Celebration
Saturday evening January 24 at UAW Local 14 Hall on 1145 Jackman Rd. The
event featured speeches from local |eaders on pertinent issues of today and the
importance of continuing Dr. King's legacy.

The Program Mistress of Ceremonieswas TaTiana Cash, WTOL 11 newsan-
chor. Following a presentation by The Marine Corps Color Guard of Weapons
Company 1/24, the Invocation was given by Vaughn Patterson, Local 14 UAW
Chaplain and Introduction by Willie Hall of Local 14 UAW.

Prominent leaders spoke throughout the night to the community including
Ohio State Senator Paula Hicks Hudson, “...While we are living in times that
aretrying all of our souls, we need to remember that Martin Luther King was
more than just adreamer - he was adrum major. He believed that by leading us
that it required all of usto take part.

“Today, aswelook at what's happening across our country and in our commu-
nities... | urge each and every one of you on this particular day that you make a
pledge to move forward in the grocery store, at the hair, nail salon, at the barber-
shop, wherever you are, and you see injustice, make them hear you,” she stated.

Throughout the night, leaders spoke against the current Trump administration
polices, encouraging active participation from citizens through voting and civil
disobedience. Brian Van Pelt gave an introduction of speaker Helen Walker,
International UAW Civil and Human Rights Department Assistant Director.
Following her remarks Jamele Walker performed spoken word.

Tony Totty, president of UAW Loca 14 introduced the keynote speaker for

the evening Sherrod Brown. The former senator was unable to attend due the
weather state of emergency in Ohio and spoke via phone conference.

Totty remarked on the civil rights movement during King'slifetime. “ People
in this room were dive at that time. We can remember that. It [was] scary
times, but it took the courage of anation. And once you saw, the kind folks that
would turn on their TV at night and watch dogs bite people. That's when they

... continued on page 13

Tony Totty, President of
UAW Local 14

Baldemar Velasquez of Farm Labor

Organizing Committee State Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson




