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Adding the Right Flavor

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

Variety's the very spice of life, that givesit all itsflavor.

When Amy Acton named David Pepper as her gubernatorial ticket
running mate, the reaction across Ohio’s political class was immediate
and pointed: Why him?

Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, endorsed by the Toledo Blade
and with a string of three consecutive municipal victories, seemed the
conventional choice. On paper, he closely resembled Acton—an effi-
cient manager, especially during tough times.

Yet statewide campaigns aren’t won on paper. They are won through
strategic variety and perfectly-accentuated contrast. David Pepper
brings a different flavor, harmonizing experience and expertise in net-
work, fundraising, media access and timing —factors that appear to
have determined Acton’s decision.

Early fundraising numbers set the scene. Acton’s campaign raised
$1.35 million from nearly 33,000 donations, averaging $24, with over
90 percent under $50, according to published finance reports. Contri-
butions came from all 88 counties, signaling broad grassroots support.

That enthusiasm faces a hard financial truth, though. Acton’s $1.35
million trails her Republican opponent, Vivek Ramaswamy, who raised
nearly $10 million in late 2025 and almost $20 million for the year, per
news reports. So, Acton has work to do to close this gap, raise visibility
and maximize funds.

That is where adding the Pepper fits, like a “flavor harmonizer in a
carefully prepared dish — amplifying umami and adding structure that
turns an ordinary dish into a star attraction” — Pepper brings strategic
balance to the ticket.

A former chair of the Ohio Democratic Party and a nationally rec-
ognized author of multiple books on American politics, elections and
threats to democratic institutions, Pepper contrasts distinctly with Kap-
szukiewicz, whose accomplishments are mainly based in local achieve-
ments and city governance.

Kapszukiewicz's strengths—like Acton’s—reflect crisis management
and leadership within a defined jurisdiction. Acton’s statewide experi-
ence as Ohio’s medical director during COVID demonstrates her ca-
pacity for coordination at the state level, and Pepper adds depth and
complementary breadth with statewide party leadership and nationwide
political experience.
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- William Cowper

David Pepper Dr. Amy Acton

“Heis ‘savvy,” offers powerful media and donor connections, can be
featured on national outlets like Fox News or CNN, draws support from
ultra-wealthy out-of-state donors and energizes Democratic primary
voters with a focus on democracy, institutional integrity and political
reform,” as one political insider told me.

That difference matters as Ohio elections grow more nationalized.
The race’s high cost increases the value of a running mate who draws
earned media and national donors.

Another campaign source put it bluntly: “Pepper’s got more ‘cred.’
He can raise more money, has a national perspective and appears on
national shows like CNN. He offers ‘scale.’ Kapszukiewicz wins lo-
cally, but can he appeal beyond Toledo to independents in places like
Monclova?”’

The Blade's endorsement of Kapszukiewicz, then, rests on Wade's
leadership inlocal governance, executive experience and strong region-
al ties—qualities essential for a mayor. In contrast, Pepper addresses
the needs of a statewide campaign: amplifying messages across media
markets, growing diverse donor bases, and bridging philosophical di-
vides—skills better suited to reaching voters beyond a single region.

Still, the Acton—Pepper ticket faces an uphill battle.

With tensions rising and cities on edge, the ticket must turn support
into steady funding and visibility to win Ohio votes.

In a state decided by small margins, David Pepper brings the essential
seasoning —and the spark — that can turn a decent ticket into a win-
ning one.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofho-
pebaptist.org

Community Calendar

January 19

Toledo Branch NAACP MLK Jr. Day: Macedonia Baptist Church; Noon; “The
Fierce Urgency of Now;” Speaker Wendell Anthony, president Detroit NAACP
Toledo Museum of Art MLK Jr. Day: 11 am to 5 pm

January 20
Toledo NAACP Membership and General public will be held at 5 pm at 1326
Collingwood Blvd: O: 419-214-1551; C: 419-810-4477
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Americain the Clutches of a Wannabe Emperor

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

So, what more proof does the American
public need than what has been graphi-
cally shown to them that Donald Trump
is beyond reasonable persuasion and is
on a course of his own craven trajectory
to crown himself Emperor of the Western
Hemisphere?

His latest babblings and gibberish about
the rationale for his war with Venezuela
could only convince his hard core MAGA
base that all is well with their emperor and
good times are about to roll in!

It is not outlandish enough that Trump
has said that “HE” will run and operate
Venezuela as if running such a large land mass country and millions of
people is the same as kicking a soccer ball into a net two feet away?

Trump'sillegal foray into Venezuela and his now outed agenda to seize
their oil fields should shock no one since Trump has long ago given up
any pretense of being sophisticated about his desire to implement his own
“Donrog” Doctrinein the year 2026.

Trump's shock troops such as Steven Miller, Pete Hegseth and the rest
of his sycophants have no qualms about such illicit ventures because they
simply can do it. Power does as power wants...that should be Trump’s new
motto. Now he is saber rattling Cuba, Columbia, Mexico and Greenland
with statements that they could be next on his chopping block of invasion
and possession.

Never mind the irritants of the US Constitution or the rule of law or the
UN Charter or established norms of international law. Trump has crowned
himself emperor and he is defying the feckless GOP to say otherwise. And
why would they? They want to enjoy the ongoing perks and privileges of
occupying the Senate or the House; if things become unbearable, they sim-
ply default to saying, “Joe Biden” or relax,” Trump issimply trolling you.”

Now that the whole world has witnessed the execution of Ms. Good in
Minneapolis by lawless | CE agents, the White House and Company are gas
lighting al of us by their profane use of fabricated facts to state that the
ICE agent was run over by Ms. Good's car.

A cursory review of the cell phone recordings clearly indicates that the
ICE officer was in no danger but rather totally disregarded his training (?)
and shot into a moving vehicle, a vehicle moving away from him.

For Trump and Kristi Noem, facts do not matter but what mattersis spin-
ning the truth into bodacious lies so that they get control of the narrative.
In this case, that will not happen since “the dogs are out” and everyone can
see for themselves that this woman was needlessly executed.

For anyone just now waking up from their slumber since Dear Leader
took, again, the WhiteHouse, you will begin to see a clear and troubling
pattern that demonstrates that Trump could care less about the rule of law,
due process, civil protest or right and wrong. Heis totally an amoral man.

With no one in his White House inner circle who has the courage to up-
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braid him or simply say, “No!” to him, Trump is unfettered by any legal
or moral constraints to even act in a civil manner. He is Trump unleashed
and he enjoys the power of being able to careen about leaving trouble and
confusion in its wake.

If the phrase, acting like “A bull in a china shop” has any realistic ap-
plication, it is to the wild and variant mood swings and so called “policy”
endeavors that Trump has undertaken in his manic mental condition.

No one benefits from his intellectual gibberish and his manic acts on a
raly stage and the sobering thought is that the GOP is veritably frozen
from clamping down on him and, in some cases, throwing a net over him
for his own sake and the good of the country.

Just think...we have three more years of his flailing, lying and gas light-
ing to look forward to. If you think that the collective mental health of this
country is not in the balance, look again.

Thisiswhat you get when voters seeing how erratic a person can be but
yet, maybe out of pure spite against voting for a woman president, said
they were willing to roll the dice again for this philanderer and convicted
felon to be president again.

The midterms are the only way in the foreseeable future to try to curb his
excesses but if the

American voter is mentally and emotionally worn out by his never-end-
ing shenanigans, Trump’s GOP may keep their majority in the House and
Senate.

The next three years will determine whether or not America, as we now
know it, will survive this Trumpian onslaught or will it become so carnal
and crass that the released demons of duplicity, grift and autocratic power
will reign and rule.

Stay tuned. We live in interesting times.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at |afeSx@gmail.com
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A Test of Honesty

By Steven Flagg
Guest Column

When a public figure calls something a scam, a hoax
or a witch hunt, it should signal something serious.
Those are not casual words; they imply a world where
evidence is faked, systems are rigged and powerful
forces are conspiring to take someone down.

Donald Trump has used those labels so often that
they have become second nature. Russia investigation:
hoax. Impeachments: witch hunt. Indictments: scam.
Negative stories from reporters: hoax, fake news. Un-
favorable election results: rigged, hoax, scam. And now even broad con-
cerns about affordability are labeled as a “Scam” and “Con Job.” These same
words appear, again and again, whenever scrutiny lands at Trump’s doorstep.

Set aside how you feel about Trump. Stand him next to any ordinary person
in your life. If a neighbor, coworker or pastor responded to every criticism,
investigation and accusation with “it’s all a hoax,” what would you think
over time?

Once or twice, you might take their side. Maybe you would even admire
their toughness. But if it happened every single time, without exception,
wouldn’t you wonder if this pattern says something about them?

Most of us say we value honesty. We teach our children to tell the truth,
even when it hurts: if you are wrongly accused, explain yourself and trust the
facts to stand. Those instructions did not include, “If anyone questions you,
just shout ‘witch hunt’ and walk away.”

Now apply that standard to Trump’s language. When he calls each new in-
quiry a hoax or scam, the underlying claim is enormous. It means investiga-
tors, judges, journalists and sometimes even his own appointees are lying or
corrupted every single time. Is that really the world we live in? Or is it a story

that protects one man from ever having to admit fault or unpleasant news?

Do we use the same standard for politicians we dislike? Imagine an oppos-
ing party politician who answered every investigation and damaging report
by calling it a witch hunt. Would you accept that at face value, or would you
say, “Hold on, that sounds like deflection; are they hiding something”?

If the answer changes depending on the jersey the politician is wearing,
then the issue is not just their honesty. It is our own.

Unfavorable outcomes draw similar assertions. After the 2020 election,
more than 60 lawsuits alleging fraud were rejected by courts around the
country, including by judges Trump appointed. State officials from his own
party certified the results. If all of that is still a hoax, then we are saying the
only valid verdict is the one that favors Trump. Any other result is, by defini-
tion, corrupt.

At this point, “hoax” no longer means “carefully proven deception.” It
simply becomes “something I do not want to accept.”

Going forward, as Trump and his supporters keep making these claims, it
seems worth asking one quiet question: If anyone else in your life behaved
this way, insisting that every challenge was a scam or witch hunt, would you
call that person honest? Or would you sense that something doesn’t quite
add up?

Don’'t Takethe Bait:
VenezudalsaDidraction
from Trump’s
Affordability Criss

By Kevin Harris and Richard McDaniel (TriceEdneyWire.com)
Guest Column

As families struggle
with rent, groceries and
health care costs, Don-
ald Trump is once again
trying to drag the na-
tional conversation off
course - this time with
the dramatic capture of
Venezuelan  President
Nicolds Maduro.

Maduro has ruled Venezuela as an authoritarian dictator, rigging elections,
imprisoning political opponents and driving millions of Venezuelans into
poverty and exile through corruption and economic mismanagement.

His removal is undoubtedly welcomed by those who suffered under his
regime. But Trump didn’t work through Congress or international institu-
tions—he acted unilaterally.

As Senate Minority Leader Chuck Schumer said on ABC’s “This Week,”
“Maduro’s a horrible, horrible person, but you don’t treat lawlessness with
other lawlessness, and that’s what’s happened here.”

Yet for most Americans, Venezuela is not the issue keeping them up at
night. Affordability is. That’s the reality Democrats must stay anchored in.
We cannot allow ourselves to be pulled into Trump’s Venezuela trap. Vene-
zuela is a deliberate distraction from the affordability crisis Trump dismisses
as a hoax, from his connections to Jeffrey Epstein and from a parade of scan-
dals that have sent his approval ratings plummeting.

He needs Americans focused anywhere but on the issues that actually af-
fect their daily lives. Poll after poll shows working class Americans are anx-
ious about the cost of living. A recent Politico poll found 65 percent of U.S.
households say the cost of living has gotten worse or much worse in the past
year. They want to know why wages aren’t keeping up, why housing feels
out of reach, and why basic necessities cost so much more than they did just
a few years ago.

Kevin Harris Richard McDaniel

... continued on page 14
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R.I.P. Ruby Butler

Ruby’'s Kitchen Was Not Just a Business But a Labor of Love (Reprinted from March 2024)

By Dawn Scotland
The Truth Reporter

“All | knew isthat | liked to cook. This was my childhood dream: to own
arestaurant.”

Ruby’s Kitchen, a Toledo mainstay, serving fresh homemade soul food
for two decades, closed its doors February 29, 2024. Owner Ruby Bulter
reflected on the 20 years of her experience serving our community food that
felt “just like grandma’s kitchen.”

Ruby’s opened in 2004 and started in the kitchen of a sports bar that Butler
rented for eight months before moving to the shopping plaza on Dorr St.
where she served our community for 12 years. She moved to the Reynolds
Road location in 2016.

Ruby’s Kitchen was not just a business but alabor of love, with Ms. Ruby
making family of each customer who frequented her doors.

“[My biggest satisfaction] was just being able to have people that were so
pleased that I was there and pleased to come and eat,” reflected Ms. Ruby.
“That and just making friends and knowing people by their name and just
being there for my customers— I mean people that really enjoyed southern
cooking and food that’s hot — that's just been cooked while you're waiting
forit.”

It'san emotional farewell for Ms. Ruby. “What I’'m going to miss the most
is the customers and knowing people, good conversation, and cooking and I
going to miss being there. “

Ms. Ruby could always be seen up front greeting customers, even in recent
years battling COPD and wearing an oxygen tank. It was hard for her to
maintain the restaurant as she would like, and she made the tough decision
to close its doors permanently.

There were many highlights she experienced in 20 years. Nancy Pelosi and
Marcy Kaptur spent the day at Ruby’s when she was at the Dorr Street loca-
tion. “They came on the bus and they had the Secret Service with them and
the Secret Service was in the kitchen. That was such a fun day.”

John Legend, Michelle Obama'’s brother and many more entertainers and
dignitaries than she can count have stopped by and sat for a plate at Ruby’s
Kitchen.

“1 would have never dreamt that | would have had arestaurant and for it
to have been as successful asit was for 20 years,” she stated.

Ms. Butler was born and raised in east Toledo. “My mother taught me
how to cook. | started cooking at 12 years old, wanting to have my own
restaurant... | could remember at that time the neighbors were real closeto
each other, | could remember going to the neighbors and telling them ‘I’'m
cooking dinner today would you want to buy adinner?“

“It seemed like | was a good little cook at 12 years old. They started re-
questing dinners. Certain days of the week | would cook for the neighbors.
That's where my dream started.”

Her mother was a big influence on her life and cooking. She always
stressed “a good cook always tastes her food” said Ms. Ruby. Ruby’s own
favorite dish at Ruby’s Kitchen was her famous dressing that was her
mother’s recipe.

Ruby Bulter fed us
from her heart and soul
for two decades and
leaving has been bitter-
sweet. She graciously
put her life into her
business and the com-
munity and closing her
doors has been a very
emotional experience.

“It was such a happy
journey that I've had
and, realy, I've had
no complaints or re-
morse but I’'mso sorry |
closed up. I wish I was
still open.”

Ms. Ruby plans now to
travel and visit family.

One lasting message
Ms. Ruby has for her
family of patrons: “I
thank them so much
for patronizing me,
being there for me and
mostly loving me. |
thank them from the
bottom of my heart
and | love them. | love
them all so much. I'm
really missing them.”

Famous musician John Legend dined at Ruby’s
Kitchen (2012)

Sonda Hicks, Ruby Butler, Terry Johnson, Sabrina
Chatman
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National Urban League and Urban L eague
Twin Cities Condemn Killing by | CE Agents,
Demand Accountability

National Urban League President & CEO Marc H. Morial and Urban  “Our deepest condo-
League Twin Cities President & CEO Marquita Stephens issued the follow-  lencesgo out to the fam-
ing joint statement in response to the recent killing of an American citizen by ily of the deceased and
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents: to the community dis-

“Thekilling of American citizens by |CE agents cannot and will not betoler-  rupted by this tragedy.
ated. For more than 50 years, law enforcement policy has explicitly prohibited  Together, we will con-
shooting at moving vehicles—a principle established in 1972 and widely rec-  tinue to stand against
ognized as best practice. ICE agents decision to ignore this standard repre-  aggression and work to-
sents adangerous and unacceptable escalation of force, rooted in outdated and ~ ward a future grounded
reckless tactics. in justice, dignity, and

“We call upon the appropriate federal authorities to immediately place the Mutual respect.” Marc Morial Marquita Stephens
involved |CE agent on administrative leave, at aminimum, pending afull and
transparent investigation. This is not only a matter of accountability but of

reaffirming the rule of law and the consent of the governed over the belief that . .
Detroit Council

“The people of Minneapolis have demonstrated, through their response to
the killing of George Floyd, that this community will not tolerate injustice.
Thislatest act of violenceisastark reminder of the urgent need for reform and an a S
restraint in federal enforcement practices. . .

Special to The Truth

Council Member Gabriela Santiago-Romero is seeking a legal path to
ban or limit federal immigration operations in Detroit after an ICE agent
fatally shot a Minneapolis woman this week.

Santiago-Romero said the killing of Renee Good, a 37-year-old U.S. citi-
zen and mother of three, was a “terrorist attack” from a “lawless’ agency.
Santiago-Romero submitted a memo to the council’s Legislative Policy
Division during a Thursday committee hearing that would define the city’s
ability to keep federal agents away from “sensitive areas’ like clinics,
schools, places of worship or city property.

“We need to ensure that does not happen here in Detroit,” she said Thurs-
day. “We do hear often that people, as they’ re picking up their children, as
they’re going to a mosque, they’re getting picked up by ICE. Let's have
these conversations. Let’'s do some work because we arein avery different
place right now.”

The shooting happened less than a mile from where George Floyd was
murdered while being detained by Minneapolis police.

Santiago-Romero also submitted questions to the Detroit Police Depart-
ment regarding its relationship with |CE. She asked for the number of times
ICE requested assistance during enforcement actions, how many |CE war-
rants have been shared with DPD, any instances where ICE used city lots
to park vehicles and details on how DPD responds to requests to detain
undocumented immigrants.

Detroit Councilwoman Gabriela Santiago-Romero
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District 41 State Rep. Erika White Leads
Training for Effective Community

M obilization

By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

State Rep. Erika White of District 41 led a community mobilization
training Saturday, January 10, at the AFSCME Center, 420 S. Reynolds
Road. The session brought together residents for discussions and hands-
on activities focused on engaging effectively with policy stakeholders
and changemakers.

White began her term in January 2025 following a two-year campaign,
emphasi zing the importance of community preparedness ahead of the up-
coming primary elections in May. Infrastructure remains a key priority
of her platform, and the training served as a call to action to ensure com-
munity voices are heard.

White opened the training at 10 am. with a discussion on understand-
ing partisan perspectives. “As much as you hold strong values behind
your beliefs, so do others,” White said, setting the tone for the session.
“The goal isn’'t to win, but to be heard.”

Following White's introduction, Bill Tucholski, board member North-
west Ohio Friends of Public Education (NWOFPE), shared his experi-
ence writing to local publications and government officials. The former
educator outlined guidelines and frameworks that have helped his advo-
cacy efforts receive responses. He described how hisinvolvement in pol-
icy discussions often began with a letter. “Letters turn into phone calls,”
Tucholski said.

The afternoon portion of the training focused on hands-on advocacy, in-

State Rep. Erika White (seated) and Bill Tucholski

cluding a canvassing demonstration and a mock legislative hearing. The
canvassing discussion addressed volunteer responsibilities, legal consid-
erations and the challenges of door-to-door engagement.

Participants then took part in @ mock committee meeting, where they
practiced delivering testimony for or against proposed House bills. Each
attendee was assigned a role to better understand legislative protocols
and expectations for being heard during state meetings. The exercise re-
inforced White's goal of preparing community members for real-world
advocacy.

“This is going to help us be more effective and prepared when we get
there,” said Schylar Meadows, a public relations professional.

White concluded the training with a guided relaxation session led by
Molly Quinn, owner of YogaSix. Participants laid on mats for meditation
and reflection as they prepared for continued civic engagement.

White plans to continue offering the mobilization training to help com-
munities stay informed and active in the political process. She encour-
aged organizations and institutions to incorporate the training into their
activities ahead of the primary elections to promote active voter partici-
pation. Those interested in hosting a mobilization training can contact
White through her official website at ohiohouse.gov/members/erika-
white/contact.
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Top Ladiesof Diginction, Inc. Toledo Chapter
Hosts 2025 Top Teensof America Toledo
Chapter Induction Ceremony

The Top Teens of America (TTA) Toledo Chapter proudly hosted its
Induction Ceremony on Monday, December 29, 2025, welcoming a new
class of young leaders committed to service, leadership and academic ex-
cellence. The event was held at the Sanger Branch Library lead by the TTA
Toledo Chapter President, Teen Jarrell Terrell, who served as the Master of
Ceremonies.

During the ceremony the newly inducted Top Teens were introduced and
celebrated as family members, advisors, friends and members of the To-
ledo Chapter of Top Ladiesall gathered to recognize them asthey formally
joined an organization devoted to empowering youth and preparing them
for future leadership roles.

Lady Shareese Norwood, the TTA Toledo Chapter Advisor, highlight-
ed the history and mission of the organization which includes cultivating
leadership skills, promoting academic success, and encouraging civic en-
gagement among young people. Prior to the conclusion of the ceremony,
DeLise Simmons, the TTA Toledo Chapter Assistant Advisor, shared the
TTA Song.

“Thisinduction ceremony marks an important milestone for our new Top
Teens,” said Lady Norwood, “We are proud to welcome these outstanding
young individuals and look forward to supporting their growth as leaders
and role models within our community.”

Lady Wanda Terrell Galloway is the president of the Top Ladies of Dis-
tinction, Inc., Toledo Chapter, and is known for her unwavering commit-
ment to the organization, to strong leadership, and passion for service -
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qualities that continue to positively impact both the organization and the
community it serves.

Toledo Chapter members Lady Shontrell Flanagan, also a TTA Assistant
Advisor and Teen Peaheir Michalak, the TTA 1st Vice President, were un-
able to attend the ceremony due to scheduling conflicts; however, both
remain actively involved and engaged in the organization..

Top Teens of America (TTA) is a youth auxiliary of Top Ladies of
Distinction, Inc., (TLOD) dedicated to empowering teens through lead-
ership development, academic achievement, cultural enrichment, and
community service. The Toledo Chapter serves youth throughout the
Toledo area by fostering confidence, responsibility, and a commitment
to excellence.

The TTA Program is open to both young men and young ladies be-
tween 13 and 19 years old from middle school through high school.
There is no greater opportunity to instill into teens the greatest ingre-
dients required for adulthood than being a member of Top Teens of
America offering Excellence through Culture, Education and L eader-
ship.

For more information about the Top Teens of America Toledo Chapter
or upcoming events, please contact Lady Shareese Norwood at shareese.
norwood@gmail.com.

Left to Right -- Front Row: Lady Clara Petty, Lady DeLise Simmons,
Teen Mia Juarez, Teen Adrian Williams, Teen A’"Myla Williams, Teen
Theo Fuller, Lady Shareese Norwood

Back Row: Teen Jarrell Terrell, Teen Ostello Weems, Jr., Lady Marcia
Quinn, Lady Marlena Lewis

Left to Right - Lady DelLise Simmons, Teen Mia Juarez, Teen Adrian
Williams, Teen A’Myla, Teen Ostello Weems, Jr., Lady Shareese
Norwood
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Ohio Hockey Player Isthe First Black Member
of U.S. Women's Olympic Hockey Team

The Truth Staff

Lala Edwards, a
Cleveland Heights na-
tive and resident, will
make history this Feb-
ruary in Italy when
she becomes the first
Black female mem-
ber of the U.S. Olym-
pic Women’'s Hockey
Team.

Edwards’ impressive hockey resume will, in fact, make her a valuable
addition to the Olympic squad. Edwards has won two World Champion-
ship medals, including gold at the 2025 World Championships and silver
at the 2024 games, where she was named Tournament MV P at age 20,
the youngest player to be so named. In 2023 she also made history as the
first Black woman to play for the U.S. Women’s senior national team.
Edwards, a defenseman, scored a goal for Team USA at the 2024 World
Championships.

Edwards played for the University of Wisconsin on the collegiate level
and won two national championships with the Badgers, in 2023 and 2025,
leading the nation with 35 goals in her junior year and winning the Bob
Allen Women's Player of the Year Award in 2024.

Born in Cleveland Heights, Ohio, Edwards was raised in the Cleveland
suburb along with two brothers and two sisters. Sister Chayla also played
for the Badgers.

The U.S. women'’s hockey team will start on their Olympic quest for

Laila Edwards

gold on February 5 against Czechia and the gold medal game is sched-
uled for February 19. The U.S. and Canada have faced each other in the
gold medal game in each of the last four Winter Olympics with the U.S.
squad winning in 2018 and the Canadians in 2010, 2014, 2022.

TheeCarersHave
High Pay and L ots of
Freedom

Special to The Truth

Are you looking for flexibility and independence in your career, without
sacrificing your earning potential? If so, then these three career fields are
worth looking into:

Real Estate

As a real estate agent, you have a lot of flexibility in terms of the number
of hours you work aweek, how much support you receive from a team or
firm, and even what customers you service, be they residential or commer-
cial and buyers, renters or sellers. While the job can be demanding in busy
periods, and typically requires weekend and evening work, it’s a great field
for anyone who enjoys meeting with people face-to-face, setting their own
hours and being active.

Financial Planning

Financial planning offers work-life balance, a high salary and the flex-
ibility to chart your own career path. As a financial planner, you can be
your own boss if you want to, or work for a firm large or small. If you’re
entrepreneurial-minded, take note — 38% of financial planners are self-
employed, business owners or equity partners of a company.

Whether you specialize in a particular area of financial advising or not,
the best way to significantly expand your opportunities is by earning CER-
TIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER® certification. The median total com-
pensation for financial planners in 2024 was $185,000, and CFP® profes-
sionals, high in demand among employers and clients, earn 13% more than
their peers.

Financial planning careers offer dynamic, human-focused work environ-
ments, work-life balance, impressive compensation and the chance to ho-
listically improve peopl€’s lives. Women should pay particular attention to
the CFP® professional path: New CFP Board research finds that women
prioritize passion and energy in their work, along with financial security
and job security, while women college students are particularly looking to
make ameaningful contribution and women career changers are especially
motivated by better work-life balance. Financial planning is a career path
that can deliver on all these fronts.

To learn more about becoming a financial planner and getting CFP® cer-
tification, visit CFP.net.

Event Planning

Event planners help people and organizations bring the most important
days of their life to fruition. From weddings and milestone birthdays to
launch parties and conferences, event planning can take many forms. Asan
event planner, you could be self-employed, work for a firm or even be the
in-house planner at avenue. A great job for multi-taskers who are as equal-
ly attentive to the big picture as the little details, this is a lively, creative
career path that offers good pay and ever-changing projects and priorities.

Seeking a career that pays well and is flexible and fulfilling? Fortunately,
there are dynamic work environments that can also be lucrative.

Courtesy StatePoint
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CommissionersNameLisaA. Sobeckl as

Presdent of the Board

Special to The Truth

The Board of Lucas County Commissionersvoted last week to name Com-
missioner LisaA. Sobecki as President of the Board for 2026.

The unanimous vote came at the Commissioners’ organizational meeting

“I want to thank my colleagues for their vote of confidence in me to lead
this board for another year,” Commissioner Sobecki said. “We know 2026
is going to present us with challenges from several fronts. I am confident we
can navigate the tough waters together and continue to deliver high-quality
services to our residents and businesses in the most efficient and effective
way possible.”

Commissioner Sobecki was elected to the Board of Lucas County Com-
missionersin 2022 and was named President of the Board in 2025.

Last year, she began hosting quarterly meetings with the elected leaders of
other Lucas County offices to provide mid-year budget projection updates
and work through issues facing the County as awhole.

“Those quarterly meetingsincreased communication and collaboration and
built trust and transparency, and I’ m committed to continuing them in 2026,”
Commissioner Sobecki said.

New in 2026, Commissioner Sobecki will begin hosting quarterly meet-
ings with the cities, townships, and villages within Lucas County to foster
open dialogue and collaborative problem-solving countywide.

“1 believe we are stronger as a community when we work together, and
that’s going to be even more important as we navigate what is going to be a
tough year,” she said.

Also during Tuesday’s organizational meeting, each commissioner was
named as a representative on various boards and commissions for 2026.
They include the following:

Commissioner LisaA. Sobecki:

*  County CommissionersAssociation of Ohio (CCAO) Alternate
* Community Corrections Planning Board (CPBB)
* District Advisory Council of the Lucas County Health District
* Downtown Toledo Improvement District (DTID)
* Family Services Planning Committee
* Lucas County Criminal Justice Coordinating Council (CJCC)
* Lucas County Data Processing Board
* Lucas County Economic Development Corporation
* Lucas County Emergency Planning Committee
* Lucas County Family & Children First Council
* Lucas County Land Reutilization Corporation (Land Bank)
* Lucas County Plan Commission
* Lucas County Solid Waste Management District
* Lucas County Workforce Development Board
* MacArthur Foundation's Safety + Justice Challenge
*  Nationa Asso-

ministrators Technical
Advisors Committee
*  Lucas County
Convention & Visitors
Bureau
* Lucas County Eco-
nomic  Development
Corporation
* Lucas County Land
Reutilization Corpora-
tion (Land Bank)
* Lucas County Plan
Commission
* Lucas County Solid
Waste  Management
District
* Lucas County Sol-
id Waste Management
District Policy Com-
mittee
* Pathway, Inc. Board
* Toledo Lucas Coun-
ty Homelessness Board
Commissioner Anita Lopez:
* Emergency Food & Shelter Program (EFSP) Local Board
* Healthy Lucas County Executive Committee
* Lucas County 9-1-1 Regional Council of Governments Administrators
Technical Advisors Committee (alternate)
* Lucas County Board of Revision (BOR)
* Lucas County Common Pleas Drug Court Committee
* Lucas County Economic Development Corporation
* Lucas County Integrated Justice System
* Lucas County Plan
Commission
* Lucas County Sol-
id Waste Management
District
* Lucas County Re-
cords Commission

President of the Board of Lucas County
Commissioners Lisa Sobecki

* Toledo-Lucas
County  Sustainability
Commission

ciation of Counties
(NACo) Board of Di-
rectors Representative

* Toledo Zoological
Society Board of Trust-
ees

Commissioner  Pete
Gerken:

*  Corrections Com-
mission of Northwest
Ohio (CCNO)

*  County Commis-
sioners Association of
Ohio (CCAQ)

* Downtown Toledo
Improvement  District
(DTID)

*  Lucas County
9-1-1 Regiona Council
of Governments Ad-

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample y va n

storage, high ceilings and
Apartment Homes

breath-taking views! Stop in
‘*#Q‘@'.J

today to see our beautifully
4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com

with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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181 Waysto Serve: A Toledo Busness Rooted In

Care, Not Convenience

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

Some companies chase growth.

Others chase purpose.

181 Enter prise chose purpose—and Toledo feels the difference.

Listed as a trusted provider on the Area Office on Aging website, 181
Enterprise provides non-emergency transportation for Passport and Buck-
eye Health members. But the real story lives beyond the vehicles.

They are the hands that help people get up the stairs; the patient and un-
derstanding senior; and the joy in the eyes of a child when you wrap their
gift.

Pastor Cedric Brock of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church has witnessed this
first hand.

“They’ ve supported the community for years,” Brock shares. “ 10+ years.
Clothing, coats, food, gifts. They show up.”

These stories live in the hands that help people up steps. In the patience
shown to nervous seniors. In the joy in the eyes of a child when they re-
ceive a beautifully wrapped gift.

A Mission Born From Care

Founder and CEO Felicia Mitchell did not start 181 Enterprise to fill a
void in the marketplace. She started it to fill a void in her heart. She lis-
tened to the elderly talk about being ignored and how each little obstacle
would build upon another, so she decided to help.

“Our mission started with the elderly,” says Felicia. “We wanted to nurture
them.”

From there, the mission expanded naturally reaching children, people
with disabilities, and families facing hardship.

Transportation That Feels Human

181 Enterprise does not rush its clients. They treat them with respect.
Before picking up a client, drivers call to confirm and let the client know
when they will arrive. They assist with walkers and wheelchairs. They
help carry groceries. When time allows, they even sit and wait for clients,
because attentiveness requires patience.

That kind of service changes how people feel.

“It removes barriers,” Pastor Brock adds.

Beyond the Ride

181 Enterprise’s community work extends far beyond transportation.

Each year, the company organizes turkey giveaways for Thanksgiv-
ing and toy drives for Christmas. They support back-to-school initiatives
with supplies, uniforms, shoes, and even hair services for children whose
families need help.

Support is customized, not canned.

“We help them however we can,” Felicia explains.

All of it is funded personally, not solely through grants or applause.

Standing Through Challenges

Like many small businesses, 181 Enterprise has faced moments of be-
ing overlooked and dismissed. Instead of letting those moments bring
them down, they continued to focus on doing what they do best.

Their message to the community is simple: look deeper. Assess facts.
Get to know people before judging them. Support people who support
people.

“At the end of the day,” Felicia says, “our actions are guided by helping
the less fortunate.”

A Legacy of Service

For Pastor Brock, 181 Enterprise represents something rare.

“Their actions line up with their words,” Pastor Brock underscores.
“That's rare.”

In acity that understands struggle, 181 Enterprise stands as proof that
empathy can be a business model, and that showing up, consistently, is
its own form of success.

They don't just provide rides.

They carry people through life’s tight corners.

And sometimes, that makes all the difference.

To learn more about 181 Enterprise | and its non-emergency medical
and non-medical transportation services through the Area Office on Ag-
ing, visit their provider profile here.

Re* Rock... continued from page 16

real estate agent and clothing brand owner. The mixer attracted individu-
als from different disciplines: marketing, design, photography and more.
The MC'’s for the event were two of Lumsden’s children: JR Lumsden
and Jayla Lumsden.

Re*Rock located in Franklin Park Mall offers a variety of servicesin-
cluding consignment, sewing classes, and clothing upcycling. The store
offers both the newest street wear as well as vintage and collectible
items. They host four local brands in their store among their other fea-
tured clothing and want to collaborate with and grow more local brands.

To learn more visit their social media pages @ Rerockstore.
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When It'sDarknesson the Ddta: How America's
Richest Soil Becameits Poorest Land by W.

Ralph Eubanks

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Where you from?

c. 2025
That’s perhaps one of the first questions Beagg(f)‘l (I;Z’ess
somebody might ask you because the answer §
tells them a lot. Where did you grow up, where 256 pages

do you live now, what customs do you follow?

Who are your people? Where are you from and, as in the new book, When
It's Darkness on the Delta by W. Ralph Eubanks, what is that place like

now?

When President Lyndon Johnson launched his War on Poverty in 1964,
“the public face of [it]... was white” and Appalachian. “Black poverty
in the Mississippi Delta mirrored” that which poor white Appalachians
experienced, says Eubanks, but policymakers’ race influenced American
perceptions of the “war” and, as often happens, little heed was paid to the
Delta.

With just over 7,100 square miles of land bordered by bluffs and river,
the Delta “was firmly in the hands of the Choctaw Nation” in 1817, when
Mississippi became a state. As settlers arrived, its soil became known
for its fertility in growing crops, especially cotton. After Emancipation
and Black flight to urban areas, Chinese and Italian sharecroppers were
hired to work the land, but they didn’t stay; Black sharecroppers did, and
during the Great Depression, Herbert Hoover promised to “divide the

land of bankrupt planters into small Black-owned farms if he won the
presidency.”

He did win, but he went back on his word. Instead, Franklin Roos-
evelt’s “New Deal” fulfilled Hoover’s promise, ultimately creating
Mileston Plantation, the state’s only “resettlement community” on which
110 Black families moved and farmed until the Great Depression hit full-
force and racism again became a factor in the then-present and future of
the Delta.

On Providence Farm — founded by white “theologians and Christian
missionaries” some 40 miles from where Emmett Till was murdered — a
desegregated hospital was established. White leaders helped Black farm
workers unionize. The Box Project to combat hunger came from the Del-
ta, and so did the blues. Everything changed there, and nothing has.

Poverty, says Eubanks, was born and still lies “buried deep in the Del-
ta’s soil.”

And yet, there’s beauty, as evidenced in author W. Ralph Eubanks’
words, his memories, and the stories he tells. Every sentence in this book
is fat with meaning and his love of the land he grew up near — but that
can be a trap. Just know that you can’t race through When It's Darkness
on the Delta. No, it’s going to demand your time and your full attention.

Offer it, and you’ll see a wide, but microcosmic, view of racism and
decay. Eubanks walked the Delta’s fields, looking for detritus of for-
mer farms; he drove past what’s left of homes and storefronts on a tour
through his memories. He reveals Mississippi’s Delta through a historical
lens and as somewhere ripe for the future, both of which will make read-
ers understand why this biography of place is important reading.

Just don’t rush it. Savor what you’ll find inside this book, and let your-
self think about it. When It's Darkness on the Delta, is worthwhile, no
matter where you from.

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!

[/ Basement Waterproofing [ Indoor Air Quality
[/ Foundation Repair [/ Crawl Space Service

?@3@ OFF

lus FREE
Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

I\
ERIEHOME.

(CALI. TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

|
|
|
|
|
J

> 1-888-501-2812

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (*Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not
be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automoated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT
CALL list o register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.
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How Coordinated Efforts Can Help Prevent
Infant and Toddler Homeessness

Special to The Truth

When families have safe, stable housing, access to high-quality early
development programs, and other supports that meet their needs, young
children have a strong foundation to grow. However, too many families are
struggling to meet children’s basic needs.

Nationwide, 450,000 infants and toddlers are experiencing homeless-
ness. Among them, 70,000 were born to mothers who experienced home-
lessness within 12 months of giving birth. “Too often, homelessness for
infantsand toddlersis‘invisible’ — anewborn sleeping in adifferent place
every week, atoddler cycling between couches— while families still can’t
easily access child care, early intervention, shelter, housing or other ser-
vices that support healthy development,” said Barbara Duffield, executive
director of SchoolHouse Connection. “These data show that homel essness
among infants and toddlersis everywhere.”

Advocates say that building a coordinated, holistic support system for
infants, toddlers, expectant parents, and their families that unites the early
childhood, housing and homel essness sectors can ultimately prevent home-
lessness in the first place. This means:

 Acting now to meet the urgent needs of babies and their families.

» Championing policies that prioritize infants and toddlers.

» Collaborating across sectors to build lasting, coordinated solutions.

Sesson 1 Scholarship
Deadline Approaching
Soon

Winter ishere at the Toledo Museum of Art! Join classesin painting, glass-

“Homelessness during pregnancy or within the first three years of a
child’s life has lifelong consequences on physical health and mental well-
being,” said Jamie Colvard, senior policy and systems director at Zero To
Three. “We can’t overstate how important it is for partners to come togeth-
er to address homelessness and housing instability among young children
and their families.”

That'swhereinitiativeslikeThrive From the Start aremaking adifference.
Thrive From the Start is a cross-sector national network offering action-
able, evidence-based recommendations for federal, state and local leaders.
Among the organizationsinvolved are Housing Is, the National Collabora-
tive for Infants & Toddlers, Prevent Child Abuse America, SchoolHouse
Connection and Zero To Three. The network recently announced that 10
state teams have each been awarded $100,000 to educate key constituen-
ciesintheir state and localities about the impact of homel essness and hous-
ing instability on babies, infants and their families.

“Children are at greatest risk for experiencing homelessness during their
first year of life and the number of families in homeless shelters is rising.
There isaprevalence of housing instability and homel essness among preg-
nant people and families with young children, but it is often less visible
and in people’s minds compared to other populations,” said Abra Lyons-
Warren, director of Housing Is.

For more information about these efforts, and to learn how coordinated
action can help solve the homelessness crisis, visit thrivefromthestart.org.

“We know that when we alleviate chronic stress—a contributor of child
abuse and neglect — we can foster healthy and stable environments for
families,” said Catherine Murphy, senior research manager, Prevent Child
Abuse America. “By partnering across sectors at thelocal, state and nation-
al levels, we can build a more supportive system for families and prevent
homelessness for our youngest children.”

Courtesy StatePoint

blowing, blacksmithing, jewelry making, and more. Perfect for beginners \/enezuela |sA Distraction... continued from page 4

and returning artists. Learn and grow with our welcoming instructors.

Class Dates

* Session 1: January 24 - February 21

* Session 2: February 28 - March 28

Deadline to Apply for Scholarships

* Session 1: Passed

* Session 2: February 12, 2026

Scholarships are available for both youth and adult students and can cover
100% of the registration fee for most classes. Don't wait—secure your spot
and make thiswinter one to remember.

Classes

Scholarship Info isavailable at

(https://toledomuseum.org/learn/scholarships?utm_
source=ArTMAIil&utm_campaign=b017d25dad-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_
fall_25 G_s3 COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_hc9b2225fc-
b017d25dad-579048898& mc_cid=b017d25dad& mc_eid=UNIQID)

Visit Us

2445 Monroe Street
Toledo, OH 43620
419.255.8000
toledomuseum.org

Museum Hours
Wednesday: 11 am.-5 p.m.
Thursday: 11 am.-5 p.m.
Friday: 11 am.-8 p.m.
Saturday: 11 am.-8 p.m.
Sunday: 11 am.-5 p.m.

The Museum is closed Mondays and Tuesdays

These are concrete problems that need concrete solutions and Trump has
failed to provide any. The political advantage for Democrats is staying fo-
cused on the affordability crisis.

Trump understands this dynamic, which is exactly why he's trying to
change the subject. He' d rather talk about foreign enemies than explain how
his tax cuts for the wealthy and tariffs on everyday goods have raised costs
for working families. He' d rather stir fear and nationalism than defend poli-
ciesthat have left many Americansworse off. He' d rather talk about Venezu-
elan drug cartels than rising healthcare costs.

Democrats should not help him by amplifying the distraction. The right
response to Venezuelais message discipline. Acknowledge Trump's Venezu-
elahypocrisy. Call out how Trump has said the quiet part out loud, admitting
that securing Venezuela's oil for American companies was adriving factor in
his decision, promising that U.S. oil giants would spend “billions of dollars’
on Venezuela's infrastructure.

At the same time, Americans get “reimbursed” for military action. And
then pivot—again and again—back to affordability. Our mantra should be:
Democrats are for lowering costs, raising wages, affordable housing, and
protecting consumers from corporate price-gouging, while Trump is for
higher prices and endless wars.

Voters don’t want theatrics. They want relief. If Democrats stay centered
on the everyday economic pressures families feel in their bank accounts and
monthly bills, they deny Trump the distraction he's seeking and speak di-
rectly to what matters most. They put themselves in a position to actually
regain some power in Washington and rein in Trump's power grabs.

Democrats can't afford to chase Trump's latest distraction in Venezuela
We should double down on the affordability fight that actually improves
people’slives here at home.

Above all, Democrats must remember the great lesson from famed strate-
gist James Carville - “it's the economy, stupid.”

Kevin Harris and Richard McDaniel are veteran Democratic strategists
with over 100 political campaigns between them, including the past five
presidential elections and several congressional races. They co-host “ Ma-
roon Bison Presents: The Southern Comfort Podcast.”
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15 NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR
DESIGN PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

The Toledo Lucas County Public Library Board of Trustees is accept-
ing qualifications from design professionals to provide services for its
New Library Branch Project on South Detroit Avenue. Interested firms
may request an RFQ from Nick Hamilton, Project Coordinator, at Nick.
Hamilton@toledolibrary.org<mailto:Nick.Hamilton@toledolibrary.org>.
Qualifications will be accepted until 12:00 p.m. local time, Friday, Janu-
ary 23, 2026.

COMMUNICATIONS SPECIALIST
Racing for Recovery — Holland, OH

Develop/publish high-quality, authoritative content (books, articles & re-
ports) focusing on veganism, plant-based nutrition, health & business
empowerment. Research, write & edit materials that align with the
organization’s goals, ensuring accuracy & distinctive tone of voice.
Collaborate on development of educational materials/marketing cam-
paigns targeting niche audiences. Provide executive-level assistance,
leveraging extensive entrepreneurial experience to support projects
related to recovery, wellness & personal/business development. Con-
duct market research, identify opportunities for growth & provide ac-
tionable insights for business strategies. Develop materials & guidance
grounded in a deep understanding of fitness & plant-based nutrition.
Create content that educates & motivates individuals to enhance their
physical health & overall life quality. Apply life-enhancing principles
to support personal transformation & sustainable wellbeing. Utilize
relevant tools & resources to create content/strategies that inspire
mindset shifts & personal growth. Collaborate on projects/initiatives
designed to enhance mental resilience & overall wellbeing. Design
content/strategies that foster personal empowerment & long-term re-
covery outcomes.

Requirements: High School Diploma or GED; Certification in Cog-
nitive Behavioral Therapy (CBT) and Neurolinguistic Programming
(NLP).

To Apply: Submit resumes to Racing for Recovery, Inc., Attn: Human
resources, 6202 Trust Drive, Holland, OH 43528, or email humanre-
sources@racingforrecovery.org

Session 1 Scholarship Deadline Approaching Soon

Winter is here at the Toledo Museum of Art! Join classes in painting,
glassblowing, blacksmithing, jewelry making, and more. Perfect for
beginners and returning artists. Learn and grow with our welcoming
instructors.

Class Dates
* Session 1: January 24 - February 21
* Session 2: February 28 - March 28

Deadline to Apply for Scholarships
* Session 1: January 8, 2026
* Session 2: February 12, 2026

Scholarships are available for both youth and adult students and can
cover 100% of the registration fee for most classes. Don’t wait—se-
cure your spot and make this winter one to remember.

Classes

Scholarship Info is available at
(https://toledomuseum.org/learn/scholarships?utm_
source=ArTMAIil&utm_campaign=b017d25dad-EMAIL_CAM-
PAIGN_fall_25_G_s3_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_
bc9b2225fc-b017d25dad-579048898&mc_cid=b017d25dad&mc_
eid=UNIQID)

Visit Us

2445 Monroe Street
Toledo, OH 43620
419.255.8000
toledomuseum.org

Museum Hours

Wednesday: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Thursday: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.
Friday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Saturday: 11 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday: 11 a.m.-5 p.m.

The Museum is closed Mondays and Tuesdays

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
MISSION POINT APARTMENTS

Rudolph Libbe in partnership with Boyd & Associates, will receive pro-
posals for Mission Point Apartments, a 65 unit, 4 story, wood framed sup-
portive housing project. Located at 1401 Monroe St, Toledo, OH.

Bids are due January 23, 2026 at 10:00 am. A community townhall will
be held on Thursday January 8, 2026 from 4:00-5:30 pm. Located at
Cherry Street Mission Gymnasium at 1501 Monroe, St. Toledo OH.

Documents and additional information are available on Building Connect-
ed or by contacting Mary Willbur at 419-725-3249.

This project has MBE/WBE requirements and is covered under Section 3
of the HUD Act of 1968.

This project requires an executed Project Labor Agreement (PLA).

For more information on this project, please contact Mary Willbur at 419-
725-3249 or mary.willbur@rlgbuilds.com. This information is subject to
change, so please contact us to be added to the information distribution
list.
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Re*Rock Hosts First Networ king Mixer

By Dawn Scotland
The Truth Reporter

Re*Rock, the new Black-owned vintage
and street wear fashion store, hosted its first
networking mixer Saturday, December 27,
at House of Coffee Downtown. The event,
A Rise of a New Toledo, welcomed fellow
creatives to connect and grow their busi-
nesses.

Owner James Lumsden operates the store
with his family. This location, which is the
third location in the US, was established in
Toledo in August 2025. This is the first net-
working event for the business, with plans
to continue the event regularly.

“Our goal was to basically bring together,
merge and establish young emerging en-
trepreneurs with more established entre-
preneurs to build meaningful connections
so they can contribute to a stronger more
vibrant future for the city of Toledo,” he
stated.

The event featured networking mixer and
apanel comprising of areal estate investor,

... continued on page 12

James Lumsden and daughter Syncere Lumsden

MCs Jayla Lumsden and JR Lumsden

Panelists




