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Redistricting Reality
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Politics is choosing                          

                                           - Paul Valéry 

I, for one, am not convinced that the redistrict-
ing deal the Democrats accepted— one which 
grants Republicans a nine percent structural ad-
vantage in the 9th Congressional District— was 
a caving in or a sellout. After all, reality is unfor-
giving of purity tests.

Yes, Ohio Democrats agreed to a compromise 
that shifted two districts somewhat toward the 
right. But as political analyst Nate Cohn notes: 
these changes “aren’t likely to yield the two new Republican districts that 
had been expected, let alone the three that conservatives wanted.” In oth-
er words, the deal was imperfect — not catastrophic. Moreover, it offers 

Yet criticism has been swift and sharp, with some already dismissing 
-
-

ing Republicans an advantage in 12 of Ohio’s 15 congressional districts 
until 2031. 

electoral advantages; it simply removed some of the gerrymandered pad-
ding that Republicans might have gained. In Cohn’s assessment, Ohio 
Democrats “averted a disaster” while “keeping the districts competitive 
enough that Democratic incumbents can still win.” That’s the essence of 
compromise: minimizing losses while preserving opportunity. In contrast, 
a concession is a unilateral surrender — and that is not what happened here.

And it’s worth noting the climate in which this compromise occurred. A 
recent Politico poll shows that voters in both parties are increasingly com-
fortable with partisan redistricting — not to ensure fairness, but to gain a 
strategic advantage. In other words, both Democrats and Republicans have 
accepted “map manipulation as a way of life,” raising the risk of eroding 
democratic principles in the process. In that environment, pragmatic ne-
gotiation often is the only way to avoid punitive outcomes. Thus, this deal 

-

she’s won even in very tough election cycles.” 

Community Calendar
December 6
Toledo Chapter of Charms present Breakfast with Santa: 10 am to noon; 4725 
Dorr Street; A holiday morning of breakfast, festive photo ops and creative 
holiday crafts

December 10
“Celebrating the Impact of Aging: “1:30 - 3:00PM
West Toledo Library Auditorium

A Poetry Reading and Q & A Panel Discussion. Hosted by the NOT DEAD 
YET POETS, an eclectic ensemble of like-minded older adults  

December 18
Toledo NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm @ Sanger Branch Library 

December 21
Toledo NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm at Sanger Branch Library

December 26
NAACP ANNUAL Meeting is scheduled for: December 16 th, 2025 at 5:00 
PM
Location: 1326 Collingwood Blvd ( AALP Building ).

the congressional map that Ohioans deserve; however, I do believe with 
this map we have averted a disaster.”

And, as for voters on the ground, it’s a matter of trust and long-term 

Notably, the math still favors Democrats in several ways. Even with the 
compromise, the 9th district contains a strong base of long-term supporters. 

-
vantages. Notwithstanding, historically, the president’s party loses seats 
after midterms, so a potential blue rebound in 2026 could create opportuni-

-

have led to costly litigation, unpredictable results, or a map fully favoring 
Republicans. By negotiating a compromise, Democrats preserved a path to 
victory, kept incumbents viable, and avoided the risk of handing over seats 
for free.

Yes, it’s imperfect. Yes, some will see it as betrayal. But politics is rarely 
pure— it’s pragmatic. Redistricting is a game of inches, and for Democrats, 
the 9th district remains winnable, a reminder that “strategic” compromise 
can preserve opportunity rather than destroy it.

campaign planning, she may well turn this “compromise” into a 2026 vic-
tory—far from a betrayal, it is smart politics, grounded in reality.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org
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It’s All About the S-E-X, Stupid!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

“A nation that allows or fails to 
protect their youth from the sexual 
predations by older men is a nation 
that deserves to fall underneath its 
own moral rot.”

Efal Revillot… 19th century 
Swedish philosopher.

Well, it appears that the fix is 
in! Even though Congress, by gar-
gantuan margins, passed the Ep-
stein Transparency Act, it is not 
over until the proverbial fat lady 
sings…and that fat lady is soon to 
be muzzled.

Anyone who can read the politi-
cal tea leaves, should have seen 
the marker placed down by Dear Leader Trump, who, when knowing 
that the GOP was about to bop him on his head with their historic vote 
against him, played politics and said that he would sign the bill when it 
came to his desk.

Nice…so far. But. In the usual machinations of a  con man such as 
Trump, he threw down his ace card and deferred any release time to his 
favorite sycophant, Pam Bondi, the head of the Department of Justice 
(?).

Of course Pam and Dear Leader got their stories straight so that when 
Trump threw out the notion that he wanted her department to investigate 
Bill Clinton, the gig was up! That pre-conceived plot line contained the, 
Get Out Of Jail Free Card, which allows her to slow walk any release of 
the files due to this purported investigation.

Smooth Operator, if I must say so myself. I mean, when you are a 
con and seeking an escape route from a political firestorm, you invent 
boogeymen who will stand in and take the heat so you can escape to 
con another day.

This is what the Dear Leader and his clown car of cabinet members 
are doing to prevent the obvious that Trump and his cronies are in neck 
deep into this pedophilia scandal, or should I say, in my best English, 
“Dey is nekkid and with no fig leafs!”

For a quick moment, all of America had a slight tremor of hoe that 
maybe, just maybe, this ongoing national embarrassment was about to 
be examined in the court of both public opinion and the courts…but.

Now, we must wait and see if Pam Bondi does the right thing and re-
leases all of the files including financials, videos, travel logs and emails 
that purportedly will reveal to a shocked nation that many, many men 
had no moral conscience that would prohibit them from dancing with-
out their pants in the presence of minors and doing other sordid acts to 
them.

Under the shameless guise of national security, Pam Bondi has an out 
by which she can rescue her Dear Leader and his buds from any excru-
ciating examination of their hideous and deplorable conduct and have 
them brought to justice.

Using the ruse of national security gives Dear Leader many, many 
months of delay so the inevitable can be delayed once again regarding 
providing justice to the victims of this pedophilia ring.

Imagine Donald Trump calling all of the victims of this sex traffick-
ing ring, hoaxes! He is saying to them that their stories are pure fabrica-
tions fomented by the Democrats and he labels those who voted for the 
release of the files, stupid!

What a guy he is! A pure orange stain in the Oval Office, a political 
stench that will take years to remove and a putrid stench by his owning 
making.

Ten dollars to a donut that whenever those files are released, they will 
so redacted, blacked out or “rinsed” that it will be a total mockery of 
transparency and accountability as has been sought for by the public 
and the victims.

Prince Andrew (now a former prince) and the past president of Har-
vard University, Larry Summers, have already suffered the fallout of 
being associated with either Epstein or his scandalous activities.

The galvanization of America’s outrage will reach the tipping point 
when and if tapes or videos are released (and their contents edited for 
PG-13 viewing), that show rich, famous or powerful men cavorting 
without shame or pretense in sexual antics with minors.

And perchance if those released files implicate Dear Leader in such 
activities or trying to cover them up, the GOP, which seemingly fought 
so strenuously to prevent their release could be mockingly renamed, 
The Gang Of Pedophiles.

What is it about s-e-x that can turn grown men into criminals with 
underage young girls  who are deceived and groomed to be their s-e-x 
play toys?

I am always asking myself, “where were the parents of these minors?” 
What stories were plied to them about the whereabouts of their children 
and much less those minors being flown to Epstein’s island?

Did money change hands with some of those parents so as to have 
them leave their common sense at the airport lounge when they waved 
their daughters goodbye as they flew off for, “modeling careers” ac-
companied by Epstein’s handlers?

Only time will tell the full picture and, trust me, it will not be pretty 
and especially for those persons involved in the financials of what took 
place as to who did it and how much money did they make; what banks 
knew that something was amiss but turned their heads for the sake of 
gaining more mammon.

Oh…how the mighty have fallen!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
    

New & used auto loans   
Competitive rates & terms 

Convenient payment options 
Apply online or at a branch.    
Or ask for Glass City financing
at an area auto dealership.
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Ben Chavis

Dr. Benjamin Chavis Celebrated as ‘Father of 
the Environmental Justice movement’
“Don’t cop out, cop in,” Chavis calls for activists to use their power at the upcoming United 
Nations COP30 conference.
By Siena Gleason

Dr. Benjamin Chavis, president/CEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper Publishers Association (NNPA), 
was celebrated as the father of the environmental 
justice movement at the Mississippi Statewide 
Environmental Climate Justice Summit organized 
by Jesus People Against Pollution (JPAP) October 
24-26, 2025, headquartered at Tougaloo College. 

of the Sierra Club and an early environmental jus-
tice leader from Albany, NY, celebrated Chavis for 

Karenna Gore of the Center for Earth Ethics at Union Theological Seminary 
traced back Chavis’ founding of the environmental justice movement even further.

Gore praised Chavis for catalyzing the environmental justice movement 
when he organized and led a nonviolent sit-in protest in 1982 against the 
planned dumping of toxic polychlorinated biphenyls in Warren County, 
North Carolina. This sit-in is widely understood to be the launchpad for the 
modern-day environmental justice movement, said Gore.

During the protest, Chavis was arrested and put into the Warren County 
Jail. While he was in his cell, he came up with the term “environmental rac-
ism”. It quickly became widely used by activists and later was replaced with 
the phrase “environmental justice” which also includes the way in which 
poor people of all colors are systematically poisoned by corporate and gov-
ernment polluters.

Gore reminded people of the courage it took Chavis to get arrested that day 
given he had been a political prisoner in North Carolina just a few years before as 
part of a group of persecuted civil rights activists known as the Wilmington Ten.

The Wilmington Ten were arrested in February 1972 during racial unrest 
over school desegregation in Wilmington, North Carolina. The group – Cha-
vis, eight Black students, and one white female – were charged with arson 

-
bined 282 years in prison, with Chavis receiving 34 years. Amnesty Inter-
national designated them as political prisoners in 1978. After key witnesses 
recanted their testimony in 1977, admitting police pressure and bribery, their 
convictions were overturned in December 1980 due to prosecutorial miscon-
duct. In 2012, they received full Pardons of Innocence.

However, his time in prison has never discouraged him from continuing his 

environmental justice.
The summit took place at Tougaloo College in Jackson, Mississippi, and was 

organized by Dr. Charlotte Keys, founder of Jesus People Against Pollution. Dr. 
Keys is one of Mississippi’s earliest leaders in the environmental justice move-

Columbia, Mississippi, and throughout the state. Her community in Colombia 
became a notorious cancer cluster after a Reichold chemical plant explosion.

On Oct. 25, Chavis added meaning to a panel hosted by Gore, a discussion 
intended to generate recommendations for the 30th United Nations Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP30) in Brazil, focusing on the Global Ethical Stock 
Take initiative. He was joined on the panel by his fellow, former national 
president and CEO of the NAACP Ben Jealous.

During the panel, Chavis said he believes that acknowledging the struggle 
against climate change is essential for uniting and creating global solutions.

“To COP30: don’t cop out, cop in,” said Chavis. “Cop in to lay the ground-
-

mate injustice, and to respond to the environmental injustices that are grow-
ing all over the world.”

Chavis also said that COP30 offers an opportunity for younger generations 

“It’s very important for each generation to rise to the occasion,” said Cha-

the climate injustice were young people because young people realized that 
they may not live to be old if we don’t solve this situation.”

Waste and Race in the United States of America.
“What really gave [the environmental justice movement] force was the Toxic 

Waste and Race study providing a foundational, as they say, evidence-based 
approach which could then be replicated by frontline communities,” said Mair.

Mair described how Chavis bravely demanded that the environmental poi-
soning of Black and poor communities must be looked at through the lens of 
civil rights, creating the movement that is now known as the environmental 
justice movement.

“During the 1980s, you couldn’t make just an allegation of discrimination; 
you had to prove it. You had to statistically show that it existed,” said Chavis. 
“Nobody ever asked, was there a correlation between the proximity of toxic 
waste facilities, toxic emissions, and climate emissions to public health?”

Dr. Ben Chavis, center, honored during the Mississippi Statewide Environmental 
Justice Climate Change Summit 2025
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... continued on page 6

1983 The Brand: Turning Creativity Into 
Community Power
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Jason Rayford - far left - and the check presented to Pathway, Brothers United

When you talk to Jason Rayford, CEO of 1983 The Brand, you can tell 
right away that he carries Toledo on his shoulders the way someone carries 
a treasured family heirloom—carefully, proudly and with purpose. His voice 
moves with the steady rhythm of someone who has built something brick by 
brick, late night after late night, fueled by faith, focus and community.

Jason didn’t wake up one day and say, “Let me start a whole creative agency.”  
It wasn’t that simple. Instead, the spark showed up quietly, almost like someone 
lighting a candle in a dark room. At the time, Toledo’s creative scene felt all 

And he co-founded 1983 The Brand with Nate Maddox and David James.
Initially, 1983 The Brand was simply hosting events. A party here, a show 

there, something to bring joy to the city. But soon, Rayford realized some-
thing deeper: he had a natural gift for helping people with their music. Artists 
trusted him. They brought him their concepts and ideas, and somehow he 
seemed to instinctively know how to help them turn those aspirations into 
reality. The moment Rayford understood that his guidance could help others 
grow - that was the true beginning of 1983 The Brand.

guess you can say the brand is like a whole television set with eight channels 

Music. Media. Production. Business consulting. Marketing. Events. Com-
munity service. Mental health advocacy.

What began small has evolved into a multi-lane organization centered 
around community, trust, and collaboration. And the best part? Jason didn’t 
do it alone.

The Team Behind the Vision
1983 The Brand feels less like a company and more like a family cookout. 

Everybody has a job, everybody helps, and nobody leaves until the work is done. 
Rayford speaks about his team with such heart that it’s easy to imagine 

them gathering around one table, brainstorming projects the way families 
come together to plan Sunday dinner.

His team consists of:
• Saria James Newborn, Event Coordinator
• Jada Harris, PR
• Kayla McCraney, Assistant Director
• Kayla Morse, Director of 1983 The Brand Detroit
• Ana Lesia Encalado, Photographer
• Julian Huntley, Head of Security
• Miesha “DJ Lu” Alford, DJ
All of the members of the team work full-time jobs, yet still pour their 

hearts into community events and creative projects.“There’s always a voice 
in the room saying, ‘We still have work to do. We still have to show up for 

Their working relationship is like a well tuned choir: different voices, 
different melodies, but all singing the same tune. Now, the team moves in 

the end result: the perfect-looking video, the precise logo, the large-scale 
event. Rayford and his team, however, chose early-on that their focus would 

“Every person who attends, every vendor, every performer, every volunteer, 

Additionally, what they do is not a money grab. In fact, most people would 
be shocked to learn the truth:

Zero.
Nothing.
Not a penny.
When individuals purchase tickets to attend, half of the revenue generated 

is used to cover costs associated with food and labor (such as lighting, sound, 
technical support - items many individuals do not consider). The remaining 

are honoring that year. Therefore, the team departs with empty pockets - yet, 
with full hearts.

His answer is simple: because it’s about the community.
Over six years, they’ve recog

Mom’s House, Isaiah’s House, Brothers United, and more. This year, they 
honored Pathway Inc.’s Brothers United program, which supports fathers 

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

Jason Rayford

thoughts. But that rhythm took time to 
build. Rayford chuckles as he remembers 
the early days, when blending personali-
ties felt like trying to match two different 
tempos. Today, those same differences 
create their strongest harmony.

A Mission Rooted in People, Not 
Products

Many creative agencies focus upon 
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1983 The Brand...continued from page 5

YWCA Announces 2026 Milestones Honorees
The Truth Staff

-

-

-

-
-

-

-

Building Events That Heal, Not Just Entertain

-

-

Choosing Leaders Worth Celebrating

-

-

The Heart of the Brand: A Leader Who Doesn’t Want the Spotlight
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Rev. William Foster, Host Pastor

HOPE Toledo Sunday – A Call for Community 
Support
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

A community gathering during the evening of Sunday, November 16, at 
the Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church, was a step in an effort to 
forge a path forward for HOPE Toledo and the thousands of children that 
the agency has helped and will continue, with the support of the commu-
nity, to help in the future.

“Our purpose for being here,” said Brandon A.A.J. Davis, DMin, pastor 
of Warren AME Church, “is to do what hope does … hope means help. 
We came here tonight to help HOPE Toledo.”

Davis preached his message of hope which he said was a long-time as-
piration of those in the African American community to defeat negative 
forces.

“We are living in an age when our civilization is torn by degradation, 
it’s torn by hatred,” said Davis as he urged the listeners to “do what we 
do best in the Black church … it starts right here in the bowels of our 
sanctuary.”

Urging the audience to “help by hoping,” Davis said “we come here to 
do what faith has allowed us to do all these years.”

What the attendees came to do on Sunday was to support HOPE Toledo 
-

lenged HOPE Toledo organization used the event to raise funds to con-
tinue its work in educating pre-school youngsters and providing scholar-
ships for college-bound students.

HOPE Toledo supports pre-K programs through a partnership with a 
number of early learning centers and day cares. The HOPE Toledo Prom-
ise program has, since January 2020, provided funds for students’ college 
expenses.

Davis was followed by stories of HOPE offered by: Mer’Kyah War-
ren, a Promise graduate; Avionna Burwell, a Promise scholar; Viengvilay 
Weis, a pre-K parent and Julia Myers, the director of Toledo Day Nursery. 
All described personal or community success stories that have been the 
result of HOPE Toledo’s work.

Prayers of intercession were then offered by Bishop Jerry Boose of Sec-
ond Baptist Church; Ron King, DMin, of Westside Community Church; 
Pastor John Hobbs, III of Greater St. John COGIC and Elder Neail & 
Min. Antoinette Goodloe of Acts 2 Fellowship.

After a musical selection by the Glass City Youth Choir, Rev. John 
C. Jones, president and CEO of HOPE Toledo, took to the pulpit and 
explained the promise and the success that his agency has had in the 

ing for Scott High School seniors, and their parents, to attend college or 
trade school.

“There is more work that needs to be done,” said Jones. However, 

programs going. Public support is necessary to raise the monies to keep 
HOPE Toledo’s mission alive, indeed, to expand that mission so that the 
right number of kids are included. 

Currently, Jones noted, about 2,000 area children are enrolled in the 
early education and childcare programs that are necessary to keep kids 
in low to moderate income households from falling behind their counter-
parts from higher income families. However, the need in the Toledo area 
is to get about 10,000 kids in such programs.

“Every child in our community must have access to a high-quality edu-
cation,” said Jones.

Preacher that he is, Jones closed his talk with a rhythmic delivery em-
phasizing the critical importance for the community to stay involved.

“Now is the time for us to do good … HOPE Toledo is strong and we 
will stay strong with your support.”

Toledo City Councilman 
John Hobbs, III, Rodney 
Eason; John C. Jones

Rev. John C. Jones, 
CEO, HOPE Toledo

past and the reasons why the survival of HOPE 
Toledo is so essential for the community’s chil-
dren and families – especially those in the un-
derserved parts of the community. 

“The work and the mission of HOPE Toledo is 
strong,” said Jones at the outset of his talk.

That mission, or at least the pre-K portion of 
the mission, was created in 2018 when Mayor 
Wade Kapszukiewicz invited his Dayton coun-
terpart, Nan Whaley, to Toledo, along with that 
city’s pre-K program leaders, to explain their 
success in providing early childhood education. 
Two years later, the HOPE Toledo mission ex-
panded when donor Pete Kadens provided fund-

Glass City Youth Choir
Rev. Brandon A.A. J. 

Davis, DMin
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An Adventure in the Big Apple
Special to The Truth

-

LOANHOLIDAY

APR

LID

-
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...continued on page 10
...continued on page 11

My Journey Across the 
World to Meet a New 
Friend from Toledo 
Paris, Athens Greece, Mykonos Greece, Bar 
Montenegro, Corfu Greece, Messina (Sicily) 
Italy, Barcelona Spain and Amsterdam
By Ricky Tyus , Owner Tyus Tours & Travel 

The Truth Travel Correspondent

From the picturesque av-
enues of Paris to the vibrant 
culinary offerings in Bar-
celona, each city presented 
distinct attractions and op-
portunities for explora-
tion. We engaged with lo-

noteworthy locations within 
lively markets, and gained 
insight into unfamiliar cul-
tures throughout our travels. 
The experiences acquired 
during this journey have 

a collection of lasting mem-
ories. 

Pictured above are Candy Valentine, Elizabeth 
Cannon, Dana Palmer, Ricky Tyus, Pamela 
(Coleman) Tyus, and Millicent Carter. The 

photograph was taken at Bar Montenegro. 

MATTERS

OPINION

The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section

How We Vacation in Paris on a Dime 
We traveled non-stop from Detroit Metropolitan Airport to Paris Charles 

de Gaulle Airport. With an 11-hour layover in Paris, we chose to tour the city 
during this period. Initially, we secured a location at the airport for our carry-
on luggage and then proceeded to take the Paris Metropolitan train into cen-

Phuket, Phi Phi, and the 
Art of Escaping in Style
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

There are two kinds of vacations in life: the ones you take, and the ones 
-

egory. It wasn’t just a vacation; it was a vibe, a revelation, and at times, a 
workout in humidity and humility.

told me she was hosting a Thailand travel experience, I barely asked for de-
tails. I just packed my sun hat, trusty lip stain and sense of adventure. Eleven 
of us, all shapes, shades and personalities, set off like a real-life remix of 

Day 1: Jet Lag & Jasmine Rice

walking into a steam room hot, humid and somehow sun-kissed in the best 

someone turned the saturation all the way up.
We checked into The Nap Patong, a upscale, blue-accented resort hotel 

that looked like serenity had been bottled, chilled and poured over ice. The 

taste of the Thai way — family-style everything. Platters of seafood, rice 

and the laughter, I realized how rare it was to be surrounded by this many 
beautiful, driven humans just vibing in the moment — no kids tugging at us, 
no deadlines, no drama. Just sunsets and smiles.

As the sun dipped behind the ocean, I thought: This is what freedom smells 
like: lemongrass and sea breeze with a side of possibility.

Shoutout to Beer
Our tour guide—yes, her name is Beer—

was the real MVP. Cool, kind and endlessly 
patient, Beer made sure we felt safe, informed 

every local spot and even managed to make 
vans full of jet-lagged Americans laugh before 
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for its deep historical roots, cultural 

Western civilization, Athens has grown 
into a vibrant metropolis with a popula-
tion exceeding 3.6 million in its urban 
area. Today, it is not only Greece’s larg-
est city but also a key economic hub in 
southeast Europe. 

Our crew is presently in Athens to 
board the Princess Sun cruise ship, 

The Cathedral Notre-Dame in Paris

tral Paris. During the train journey, we 
had the opportunity to observe various 
intercity areas of Paris before disem-
barking at the Cathedrale Notre-Dame. 

We visited the Cathedrale Notre-
Dame in Paris, capturing a picturesque 
moment before continuing our explo-
ration. Utilizing a hop-on hop-off bus, 
we toured several notable landmarks in 
Paris, including the Eiffel Tower, the 
Arc de Triomphe, and the Louvre Mu-

Ricky Tyus...continued from page 9
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... continued on page 13

seum prior to its incident of theft. Additionally, we observed the renowned 
love-lock tradition, a symbolic representation of Paris as the City of Love.  

After completing our tour of Paris on the Hop-On Hop-Off bus, we paused 
for lunch before returning to the Paris Metropolitan train in order to proceed 

The Arc de Triomphe in Paris

 Athens Greece   
We arrived late Wednesday night/early 

Thursday morning in Athens, Greece. Af-
ter landing, we took an Uber to Grand Hy-
att Athens, which will be our home for the 
next several days. 

-
tel featuring stunning views of both the 
Acropolis and the Aegean Sea. Guests 
can enjoy a wide array of luxurious ame-
nities and modern conveniences, making 
it an ideal city-center base for business 
travelers and cosmopolitan visitors to 
Greece’s lively capital. 

Athens, the capital of Greece, stands as 
one of the world’s oldest cities. Famed 

The Acropolis in Athens

scheduled for departure on Saturday. Prior to embarkation, we will take the 
opportunity to explore the city of Athens. 

Thursday: 
We had an elevated dining experience at The Grand, an exceptional Athens 

rooftop restaurant and culinary destination where Mediterranean and Greek 

-
taking views of the Acropolis. 

 After dinner participants en-
gaged in an activity called “A 
Tasting Adventure Greek,” which 
provided an opportunity to sam-
ple and learn about traditional 
Greek delicacies.  

Friday: 
 In the afternoon, we took the 

Hop-on Hop-off Bus to see major 

The Iberostar in Barcelona

Athens landmarks like the Acropolis Parthenon. Afterward, we had a light 
dinner, and most of the crew went to the Masina Restaurant. 

 Masina is a premium grill house specializing in charcoal-grilled skew-

-
cor that distinguishes it from conventional establishments. Masina offers an 
ideal setting for family gatherings and other occasions, providing comfort 
and excellence throughout the dining experience. 

 Saturday: 
We embarked on the Sun Princess, which departed from Athens with 

scheduled ports of call including Mykonos, Bar Montenegro, Corfu, Mes-
sina (Sicily), and Barcelona. 

 The Sun Princess is both the 
largest and newest ship in the 

time of our voyage. It can ac-
commodate 4,320 passengers, 
with a maximum capacity of 

crew members. The vessel fea-
tures 20 decks—16 of which are 
accessible to guests and 10 con-

eight outdoor Jacuzzis (whirlpool hot tubs), and 16 elevators. 
The new Sun Princess ship has the advanced SISCO A-PASS 6 mobile 

system which is the mobile app that handles tasks related to passengers/crew 
safety, also facilitating a faster embarkation /disembarkation process and 
providing the cruise ship management with information for (and tracking) 
everyone on board. 

The Princess Sun is a vessel measuring 1,133 feet in length, with a tonnage 
of 175,500 and a cruising speed of 22 knots. Constructed in 2024, the ship 
features convenient night lights within staterooms that automatically activate 
upon movement during nighttime hours. 

The dining experience aboard Princess Sun was exceptional, complement-
ed each evening by high-quality entertainment. On two occasions during the 
cruise, guests had the opportunity to attend Janine Johnson’s Soul Diva Soi-
ree performances. 

An Exceptionally Noteworthy Event              

about my place of origin. I informed him that I was from Toledo, Ohio, to 
which he responded that he had also been born and raised in Toledo. He 
explained that he was aware of my attendance on the cruise through a Face-
book post shared by a mutual acquaintance and wished to introduce himself. 
Interestingly, Mark Hinton had previously met every member of my fam-
ily except me: my brother, William Ellis, served as his football coach at St. 
Teresa; he attended school with my sister, Robin Tyus at St. Teresa; and he 
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Phuket...continued from page 9

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

9 a.m. That’s talent.
Local Life, Thai Style

-

Shop, Smile, Repeat

Travel Tips from the Tribe

Food That Finds You

-

Day 3: Elephants, Street Food & Every Emotion

-

-

Morning Blessings

Day 4: Speedboats & Saltwater Dreams

-

Day 5: Longtail Boats & Living Postcards

Auntie on Deck
-
-
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Twelve Students Graduate from Northwest Ohio 
Manufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship Program
Special to The Truth

a safe distance. This Auntie doesn’t do monkey bites, but I happily captured 
their bravery in 4K.

By the end of the day, we were sun-kissed, salt-dried, and soul-full. Every-
one was quiet on the ride back — not from exhaustion, but because no words 
could compete with what we’d just witnessed.

Massages & Moments
No trip to Thailand is complete without a Thai massage—or three. The mas-

seuses here don’t play; they bend you, twist you, and somehow make you 
thank them for it. It’s like yoga you don’t have to participate in. I left each ses-
sion feeling taller, lighter, and dangerously close to believing I could do a split. 
That night, we all slept like royalty—Thailand edition.

Day 6: Farewells & Full Hearts
Leaving Phi Phi Island felt like breaking up with a vacation you weren’t 

ready to let go of. The speedboat back to Phuket sliced through the morning 
mist as we silently took in our last views of paradise.

Back at The Nap Patong, we got dressed for our farewell dinner at Kan Aeng 
2 Restaurant, another family-style feast, laughter echoing louder this time, be-
cause we knew it was the end. We clinked glasses, reminisced about turquoise 
waters, and promised to meet again on another continent.

We came from every corner of the U.S., different time zones, accents, and 
stories but somehow, Thailand synced our spirits. What started as a group trip 
turned into a sister circle under the sun. By the end, we weren’t just travelers, 

Day 7: The Goodbye—Eleven Strangers, One Vibe

I looked around at the people who started as travel buddies and ended as fam-
ily. We’d sweated together, danced together, shared skincare tips and heart-to-
hearts over pad thai.

As we hugged goodbye, I felt changed — not in the postcard way, but in the 
quiet way that stays with you. Like ocean water that lingers on your skin long 
after you’ve dried off.

Thailand taught us all that beauty isn’t just something you see — it’s some-
thing you feel. It’s the laughter echoing through a longtail boat, the sound of 
waves clapping for you, the way strangers become a tribe under the same sunset.

And somewhere between the temples and the tide, I found a piece of myself 
I didn’t know I’d left behind.

Phuket...continued from page 11

Twelve Glass City Academy students received their Northwest Ohio Pre-

Community College Dana Center for Advanced Manufacturing Training. The 
-

iness seal and complete the Lead 4 Change program.
The ceremony was held in the Dana Center’s Haas Machining Lab.
“These students are coming in with solid entry-level manufacturing skills, 

which gives them a real advantage in the northwest Ohio job market,” said 
Charlene Page, Owens executive director of Workforce and Economic Devel-
opment. “Our goal is to grow machining talent right here in the region. A lot of 
young people don’t really know what machinists do, but these students have 

actively looking for people with this kind of training.”
The students completed the 16-hour basic machining course at the Owens 

lab at Cherry Street Mission Ministries, learning many outcomes including 
how machining produces goods used in the manufacturing environment. The 
course covered machine types, tools and tooling, measuring equipment, ma-
chine safety and their application in industry.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, machinists in Toledo earn a 
median annual salary of approximately $57,000.

“It teaches you the basics of what you’re supposed to do, step-by-step, how 
to take care of it, how to make it,” graduate Rhia’Na Smith said. “It wasn’t 
overwhelming like I thought it would be. It was easy to keep in my mind, once 
I went slow and took my time and made sure I wasn’t hurting myself or others 
by being prepared.

“You get to meet some amazing people, you get to work together with people 
and make some friends along the way, and you can add something to your re-

sume that can help you get better jobs with better pay.”
In addition to Page, speakers at the graduation included Glass City Academy 

and CEO Ann Ebert and Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce vice presi-
dent for talent and workforce Sara Swisher.

This program was developed as a partnership between Owens, the Toledo 
Regional Chamber of Commerce, Cherry Street Mission Ministries, Glass 

Lake Erie West. Red Wing Boots in Maumee donated a pair of boots for each 
graduate.

Owens Community College has served northwest Ohio since 1965 as an ac-
credited two-year, state-assisted institution of higher education with an open-
door admission policy. Through intentional, adaptive and empowering educa-

students, employers and the community. As a conduit to changing lives for the 

owens.edu.

Page 12 November 26, 2025



Page 13 November 26, 2025

Genius Unbroken: The Life and Legacy of Dr. 
Charles R. Drew by Craig A. Miller, MD, with 
Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

c. 2025
Georgetown University 

     Press 
$29.95

311 pages

“Stayin’ Alive.”
That’s the BeeGees song to remember, the 

song with the perfect cadence for cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation. Each beat is a pump; each 
pump, a lifesaving action, which is handy infor-
mation to know, if you ever need it. So now read 
Genius Unbroken by Craig A. Miller, MD, 
with Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD, and meet the man whose legacy takes 
over when CPR isn’t enough.

Almost from the moment he could walk, Charles Richard “Charlie” Drew 
was an active boy. 

Growing up in Washington DC’s Foggy Bottom neighborhood, an area 
that was more equal than most in the early 1900s, gave him opportunity to 
explore his surroundings, to get a good education, to learn to swim and to 
excel at athletics.

Sports and music were his passions then, in fact. But when his younger sis-
ter, Elsie, died, and he incidentally learned while attending Amherst College 
that he enjoyed the study of biology, Charlie decided to be a doctor.

Sadly, there was no money for medical school. Still, he applied to How-
ard University School of Medicine, which turned him down so he went to 
work at Morgan College in Baltimore as a teacher before heading to Quebec, 
where he received a fellowship at McGill University to study medicine. He 
entered Howard in early 1935, for his residency.

In 1938, he was invited to Columbia University, to work as a fellow in 
surgery. 

Eagerly, he took on extra projects, one of which was the nature of shock, a 
condition that could lead to circulatory failure and death. Laboratories every-
where were “were dedicated to studying the phenomenon in all its… physi-
ologic complexity.” World War II was raging, banked blood would save a lot of 

was “whether to accept blood donated by African Americans” like him…
How many times have you been warned not to judge a book by its cover? 

Probably a lot, so don’t do it here. The cover of Genius Unbroken isn’t color-
ful or splashy, yet this may be one of the more interesting books you read this 
fall. But it does have its bumps.

Authors Craig A. Miller, MD, and Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD, belabor 
Charles Drew’s athletic expertise, and the tales of those exploits melt to-
gether in their similarities. It may be a safe bet that readers who pick up this 

know who to thank when you’re stayin’ alive.

book up will want the 
story of Drew’s accom-
plishments in medi-
cine, instead of a litany 
of sports tales.

Fortunately, the rest 
of Drew’s life story and 
that of his career and 
his activism eventually 
become front-and-cen-
ter here, and then you’ll 
be riveted. It helps that 
the authors are careful 
to explain the medi-
cal parts of the story in 
layman’s terms, mak-
ing this a book you ul-
timately won’t want to 
put down.

That Genius Unbro-
ken becomes a lively 
biography is a nice sur-
prise that will appeal to 
true medicine readers 
or Black history fans. 
Look for it, and you’ll 

encountered my sister, Joanne Ricks, at the African American Festival held 
in July of this year. Notably, Mark currently resides in Las Vegas. 

It’s amusing that we can journey halfway across the globe only to encoun-
ter someone who grew up right in our own neighborhood. 

As our journey continued, each port offered new opportunities for discovery 
and relaxation. In Mykonos, we wandered through charming, whitewashed 
streets and experienced the island’s vibrant nightlife, while Bar Montenegro 
greeted us with stunning coastal views and historic architecture. Corfu cap-

Sicily, we explored local markets and tasted authentic Italian cuisine. Finally, 
Barcelona dazzled with its blend of Gothic and modernist landmarks, lively 
plazas, and unforgettable culinary adventures, bringing our European vaca-

-
ships celebrated throughout our travels.  

Upon arriving in Barcelona, Spain on Saturday, our group was divided, as 

with Pamela and Elizabeth, I stayed at Hotel Arc Rambla Barcelona, a three-
star establishment distinguished by its exceptional location. Due to ongo-
ing street construction, local vendors relocated their shops and restaurants to 
the central median, which allowed us the opportunity to explore La Rambla 
Boulevard and visit a variety of unique vendor stalls. 

Heading Home 
 On Sunday, we began our journey home, with an overnight stop in Am-

was scheduled for the following day, so we stayed at the airport overnight. 
During our stay, we noticed mice in the terminal, which required us to re-
main vigilant throughout the night.  

After 13 days, we returned to our starting point at Detroit Metropolitan 
Airport. Throughout the journey, we traveled by plane, train, boat, bus, and 
taxi, visiting destinations such as Paris, Athens, Mykonos (Greece), Bar 
(Montenegro), Corfu (Greece), Messina (Sicily, Italy), Barcelona (Spain), 
and Amsterdam (Netherlands). During this trip, I had a unique opportunity 
to meet a new acquaintance who grew up in my neighborhood. Nevertheless, 
returning home remains a gratifying experience. 

 
 

Ricky Tyus...continued from page 10

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS                                                                                             

TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY                                                                                              
TOLEDO, OHIO

 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Electronic Bids will be received by the Toledo-Lucas County 
Port Authority for all labor, material, insurance, and equipment necessary for the Pavement / Util-
ity / Demolition and Regrading project at 1045 Post Street, Toledo, OH 43610, in accordance with 
the approved plans and specifications, for the Port Authority at One Maritime Plaza, Toledo, Ohio 
43604. 

The “Pavement / Utility / Demolition and Regrading project” at 1045 Post Street Property is the 

from approximately 1936 to 2008 for offices, storage, and maintenance of lamps; lighting ballasts; 
utility poles, transformers, and equipment scrapping. The property secured a Covenant-Not-to-
Sue (CNS) from the Director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 2018 and fu-
ture land use is limited to commercial/industrial purposes, with a construction/excavation worker 
direct contact point of compliance of ten (10) feet below the existing ground surface (bgs). No 
excavated soil is to be removed from the Post Street Property without characterization and prior 
written authorization from the Port Authority. Shallow groundwater, if encountered in conjunction 
with the work, shall not be discharged to surface water, or storm/sanitary sewers without prior 
written authorization from the PORT AUTHORITY.
 
The Base Bid for the Demolition and Regrading consists of                                                                            
• Mobilization/demobilization                                                                                                                                   
• Preparation of a Health and Safety Plan for the project;
• Concrete removal, crushing, and regrading;                                                                                                        
• Asphalt removal, crushing, and regrading;
• Utility termination (as necessary); and,
• Pollution control/storm water management.
Alternate Bid                                                                                                                                              
• Trucking, Excavation and Hauling  

awarded by the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority at its sole discretion.

 Bids will be received through Bid Express, an online electronic bidding system, until Thursday, 
December 18, 2025, at 10:00 AM, at which time all bids will be opened through the Bid Express 
website. 
The plans and bid proposal documents are available through Bid Express at: https://www.bid-
express.com/businesses/66075/home. Bidders new to the electronic bidding system must first 
register on the Bid Express website (www.bidexpress.com). Registration is Free. It can take up 
to five (5) business days to process a Digital ID and it is highly recommended that a Digital ID be 
enabled 48 hours in advance of submitting an electronic bid. Bidders must plan accordingly. For 
additional guidance regarding electronic bidding, bidders must contact Bid Express directly. Each 
bidder shall be responsible for submitting its electronic bid before the bid deadline. 

Electronic Proposals must be submitted on the form(s) included in Bid Express and shall be ac-
companied by a certified check or an acceptable Proposal Bond with satisfactory surety specify-
ing the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority as the obligee, in the sum of not less than ten percent 
(10%) of the total proposal amount. 

Please note that there will be a pre-bid meeting for this project for all prospective bidders on 
-

time Plaza, 2nd floor conference room, Toledo, OH 43604. 

Attendance is suggested, but not mandatory. Please submit all questions through the Bid Express 
service by Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 10:00 AM local time. Questions submitted after 
the deadline will not receive a response. Additional information can be found at https://www.to-
ledoport.org/public-notices 

Thomas J. Winston                                                                                                                                          
President and CEO                                                                                                                                              
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

     

NOTICE TO BIDDERS
 
Electronic proposals will be received by the 
Board of County Commissioners of Lucas 
County, Ohio, by the Purchasing Depart-
ment, One Government Center, Suite 480, 
Toledo, Ohio 43604-2247 until 3:00 P.M. (lo-
cal time), December 1st, 2025 and opened 
immediately thereafter for #2176- Request 
for Qualifications- Non-Emergency Medic-
aid & Title Transportation Services for the 
Lucas County Job and Family Services 
Department, according to specifications 
available for examination, or download the 
proposal by going to the site, http://www.
co.lucas.oh.us/bids.asp. Suppliers inter-
ested in doing business with Lucas County 
must register in the Supplier Portal. To ac-
cess the Lucas County Oracle Supplier Por-
tal, please visit: 

https://eieb.fa.us6.oraclecloud.com/
fscmUI/faces/NegotiationAbstrac
ts?prcBuId=300000007278812&_
adf.ctrlstate=l5ps8sau3_1&_af 
rLoop=7126760101772357&_afrWindow-
Mode=0&_afrWindowId=avudlxmca&_af-
rFS=16&_afrMT=screen &_afrMFW=1920&_
afrMFH=932&_afrMFDW=1920&_af-
rMFDH=1080&_afrMFC=8&_afrM-
FCI=0&_afrMFM=0&_afrMFR=96& 
_afrMFG=0&_afrMFS=0&_afrMFO=0 

Prior to 3:00 P.M. (local time), December 
1st, 2025, each proposal shall contain the 
full name of each person submitting the 
proposal and the name of every person or 
company interested in same. The right is 
reserved to reject any and all bids. 

By order of the Board of County Commis-
sioners, Lucas County, Ohio. 

Lisa A. Sobecki – President 

Pete Gerken – Commissioner 

Anita Lopez- Commissioner 

Bid #2176 – Non-Emergency Medicaid & 
Title Transportation Service- Request for 
Qualifications Publish: November 9th, 2025

The Healing Place
“Black people make up nearly 40 percent of 

-
erty, racism, and ignored

trauma.

The Healing Place provides culturally ground-
ed therapy and group healing for survivors of 

sex t 
-

lence.

Your story matters. Your healing matters.
Call The Healing Place today.

 [419-855-2299]   [info@thptoledo.org]”
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AALC Conference committee and members

AALC Hosts Second “I Invest in ME” Leadership 
Conference
By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

The African American Leadership Council (AALC) of United Way of 
Greater Toledo hosted its second annual “I Invest in ME” Leadership Confer-
ence on November 13, bringing together professionals, students and emerg-
ing leaders for a full day dedicated to developing authentic leadership and 
expanding community impact. 

Held as part of AALC’s ongoing commitment to elevate African Ameri-
can leadership across the region, the conference blended keynote inspiration, 
workshop learning and engaging panel discussion.

Doors opened at 9:00 a.m., giving attendees time to network before the 
program began. AALC Chair Amanda Davis and former Chair Marcus Harri-
son opened with a welcome introducing keynote address by Patrice McClel-
lan, PhD, widely known as “The Leadership Coach.” Her address focused 
on Resilient Leadership, “Your resilience is in the work” stated McClellan, 
setting the tone for the day with themes of endurance, self-awareness, and 
leading with purpose.

Rodney Eason of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP took the stage to de-

The Future is You: Unlock Vision, Courage, and Creativity presentation, Ea-
son stated: “You’re paid by the size of problems you solve.” He encouraged 

they shape their personal and organizational futures.
During lunch, catered by Bridgett Be Cookin,’ attendees were offered time 

for more connection while a DISC Assessment Workshop was held facilitated 
by Sheila Eason of Elevate People Solutions. Participants gained individual-
ized insight into communication and leadership styles, adding a personalized 
development layer to the day. 

As the workshop participants engaged in discussion of results Sheila Eason 
said “understanding yourself and being able to identify others helps not only 

concluded when the lunch hour 
ended returning the participants 
to the main event reassured of 
assessment use for HR purpos-
es. 

The afternoon continued with 
-

magined, presented by Shayna 
Duke, founder of People First 
Solutions. Duke challenged 
participants to move beyond 
positional authority and culti-

-
ship building with intentional 
action. 

the shared experiences of the 
panel on Servant Leadership, 
featuring Dr. Sidney Childs, 

Temple. The discussion was 
moderated by Alissa Mauter 
of groundUP Creative Agen-
cy and she discussed with the 
panel their navigation of com-
munity-centered leadership, 
values-based decision-making 
and the responsibility of lead-

spiritual foundation being the 
push into and sustainment in 
leadership. “I knew I needed to 
go into prayer often because of 
the things I was going through, 
but I also knew that those things 
were preparing me for where I 

The event concluded with 
Mauter and Davis emphasizing 
the lasting impact of investing in 
personal growth and collective 
leadership. “We are calling on 
the next generations of leaders to 
merge who is leading now,” said 
Mauter, “All the speakers today 
are members, people that you can 
connect with as a part of AALC.” 

The AALC Chair and Invest 
In Me Conference Committee 

that further supported the mis-
sion. By hosting its second an-
nual conference, AALC contin-
ues to build momentum in its 
mission to cultivate leaders who 

Tasha Hussain Black, Owens CC VP 
Strategic Initiatives, Marketing and 

Patrice McClellan, PhD, Keynote Speaker

Marcus Harrison, Tasha Hussain Black, 
Amanda Davis, Alissa Mauter, Jon Dorcely

The Servant Leadership panel

Shayna Duke

drive progress, foster 
equity and strengthen 
the Toledo community.
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Inspire 
Your Inner 
Artist

toledomuseum.org/classes

Join a community 
that creates together.


