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Redistricting Reality

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

Paliticsis choosing

I, for one, am not convinced that the redistrict-
ing deal the Democrats accepted— one which
grants Republicans a nine percent structural ad-
vantage in the 9th Congressional District— was
acaving in or asellout. After all, reality is unfor-
giving of purity tests.

Yes, Ohio Democrats agreed to a compromise
that shifted two districts somewhat toward the
right. But as political analyst Nate Cohn notes:
these changes “aren’t likely to yield the two new Republican districts that
had been expected, let alone the three that conservatives wanted.” In oth-
er words, the deal was imperfect — not catastrophic. Moreover, it offers
Democrats a fighting chance for incumbents like Marcy Kaptur.

Yet criticism has been swift and sharp, with some aready dismissing
Kaptur’s prospects and faulting Ohio Senate Minority Leader Nickie Anto-
nio and House Minority Leader Dani Isaacsohn for supporting maps grant-
ing Republicans an advantage in 12 of Ohio’s 15 congressional districts
until 2031.

However, context is important. This compromise did not erase Kaptur’s
electoral advantages; it simply removed some of the gerrymandered pad-
ding that Republicans might have gained. In Cohn's assessment, Ohio
Democrats “averted a disaster” while “keeping the districts competitive
enough that Democratic incumbents can still win.” That's the essence of
compromise: minimizing losses while preserving opportunity. In contrast,
aconcessionisaunilateral surrender — and that is not what happened here.

And it's worth noting the climate in which this compromise occurred. A
recent Politico poll shows that votersin both parties are increasingly com-
fortable with partisan redistricting — not to ensure fairness, but to gain a
strategic advantage. In other words, both Democrats and Republicans have
accepted “map manipulation as a way of life,” raising the risk of eroding
democratic principles in the process. In that environment, pragmatic ne-
gotiation often is the only way to avoid punitive outcomes. Thus, this deal
reflects that reality.

Ohio Democratic Party Chair Kathleen Clyde sees it the same way, em-
phasizing, “We are confident that Congresswoman Kaptur can win even in
a more difficult district ... Her district has been gerrymandered before, and
she'swon even in very tough election cycles.”
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Similarly, Senate Minority Leader Nickie Antonio stressed, “This is not
the congressional map that Ohioans deserve; however, | do believe with
this map we have averted a disaster.”

And, as for voters on the ground, it's a matter of trust and long-term
relationships: Joe Stallbaum, a Toledo sheet metal worker, put it simply:
“I always felt that Marcy listened to working-class people ... She doesn’t
seem distant ... I trust her.”

Notably, the math still favors Democrats in several ways. Even with the
compromise, the 9th district contains astrong base of long-term supporters.
As Party leaders and voters on the ground alike have pointed out, Kaptur
has won in reconfigured districts several times before, and her incumbency,
name recognition, and record of constituent service remain significant ad-
vantages. Notwithstanding, historically, the president’s party loses seats
after midterms, so a potential blue rebound in 2026 could create opportuni-
ties for campaigns like Kaptur’s.

So, for Democratic voters frustrated by the optics, it’s essential to un-
derstand the strategic calculus. A hard-line fight over redistricting could
have led to costly litigation, unpredictable results, or a map fully favoring
Republicans. By negotiating acompromise, Democrats preserved a path to
victory, kept incumbents viable, and avoided therisk of handing over seats
for free.

Yes, it'simperfect. Yes, some will seeit as betrayal. But politicsisrarely
pure— it’s pragmatic. Redistricting isagame of inches, and for Democrats,
the 9th district remains winnable, a reminder that “strategic” compromise
can preserve opportunity rather than destroy it.

Marcy Kaptur’s fight isn’t over. With her record, her voters, and careful
campaign planning, she may well turn this “compromise” into a 2026 vic-
tory—far from a betrayal, it is smart politics, grounded in reality.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org

Community Calendar

December 6

Toledo Chapter of Charms present Breakfast with Santa: 10 am to noon; 4725
Dorr Street; A holiday morning of breakfast, festive photo ops and creative
holiday crafts

December 10
“Celebrating the Impact of Aging: “1:30 - 3:00PM
West Toledo Library Auditorium

A Poetry Reading and Q & A Panel Discussion. Hosted by the NOT DEAD
YET POETS, an eclectic ensemble of like-minded older adults

December 18
Toledo NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm @ Sanger Branch Library

December 21
Toledo NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm at Sanger Branch Library

December 26

NAACP ANNUAL Meeting is scheduled for: December 16 th, 2025 at 5:00
PM

Location: 1326 Collingwood Blvd ( AALP Building ).
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It’sAll About the S E-X, Stupid!

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

“A nation that allows or fails to
protect their youth from the sexual
predations by older men isanation
that deserves to fall underneath its
own moral rot.”

Efal Revillot... 19th century
Swedish philosopher.

Well, it appears that the fix is
in! Even though Congress, by gar-
gantuan margins, passed the Ep-
stein Transparency Act, it is not
over until the proverbia fat lady
sings...and that fat lady is soon to
be muzzled.

Anyone who can read the politi-
cal tea leaves, should have seen
the marker placed down by Dear Leader Trump, who, when knowing
that the GOP was about to bop him on his head with their historic vote
against him, played politics and said that he would sign the bill when it
came to his desk.

Nice...so far. But. In the usual machinations of a con man such as
Trump, he threw down his ace card and deferred any release time to his
favorite sycophant, Pam Bondi, the head of the Department of Justice

().

Of course Pam and Dear Leader got their stories straight so that when
Trump threw out the notion that he wanted her department to investigate
Bill Clinton, the gig was up! That pre-conceived plot line contained the,
Get Out Of Jail Free Card, which allows her to slow walk any release of
the files due to this purported investigation.

Smooth Operator, if | must say so myself. | mean, when you are a
con and seeking an escape route from a political firestorm, you invent
boogeymen who will stand in and take the heat so you can escape to
con another day.

This is what the Dear Leader and his clown car of cabinet members
are doing to prevent the obvious that Trump and his cronies are in neck
deep into this pedophilia scandal, or should | say, in my best English,
“Dey is nekkid and with no fig leafs!”

For a quick moment, all of America had a slight tremor of hoe that
maybe, just maybe, this ongoing national embarrassment was about to
be examined in the court of both public opinion and the courts...but.

Now, we must wait and see if Pam Bondi does the right thing and re-
leases all of thefilesincluding financials, videos, travel logs and emails
that purportedly will reveal to a shocked nation that many, many men
had no moral conscience that would prohibit them from dancing with-
out their pants in the presence of minors and doing other sordid acts to
them.

Under the shameless guise of national security, Pam Bondi has an out
by which she can rescue her Dear Leader and his buds from any excru-
ciating examination of their hideous and deplorable conduct and have
them brought to justice.

Using the ruse of national security gives Dear Leader many, many
months of delay so the inevitable can be delayed once again regarding
providing justice to the victims of this pedophiliaring.

Imagine Donald Trump calling all of the victims of this sex traffick-
ing ring, hoaxes! Heis saying to them that their stories are pure fabrica-
tions fomented by the Democrats and he |abels those who voted for the
release of the files, stupid!

What a guy heis! A pure orange stain in the Oval Office, a political
stench that will take years to remove and a putrid stench by his owning
making.

Ten dollars to a donut that whenever those files are released, they will
so redacted, blacked out or “rinsed” that it will be a total mockery of
transparency and accountability as has been sought for by the public
and the victims.

Prince Andrew (now a former prince) and the past president of Har-
vard University, Larry Summers, have already suffered the fallout of
being associated with either Epstein or his scandalous activities.

The galvanization of America’s outrage will reach the tipping point
when and if tapes or videos are released (and their contents edited for
PG-13 viewing), that show rich, famous or powerful men cavorting
without shame or pretense in sexual antics with minors.

And perchance if those released files implicate Dear Leader in such
activities or trying to cover them up, the GOP, which seemingly fought
so strenuously to prevent their release could be mockingly renamed,
The Gang Of Pedophiles.

What is it about s-e-x that can turn grown men into criminals with
underage young girls who are deceived and groomed to be their s-e-x
play toys?

| am always asking myself, “where were the parents of these minors?’
What stories were plied to them about the whereabouts of their children
and much less those minors being flown to Epstein’s island?

Did money change hands with some of those parents so as to have
them leave their common sense at the airport lounge when they waved
their daughters goodbye as they flew off for, “modeling careers” ac-
companied by Epstein’s handlers?

Only time will tell the full picture and, trust me, it will not be pretty
and especially for those persons involved in the financials of what took
place as to who did it and how much money did they make; what banks
knew that something was amiss but turned their heads for the sake of
gaining more mammon.

Oh...how the mighty have fallen!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver @juno.com

Hit the

road with
Glass City
auto financing!

e New & used auto loans
o Competitive rates & terms
» Convenient payment options

__GLASSCITY
____FEDERAL
7 CREDIT UNION
Toledo ¢ Maumee e Bowling Green
419-887-1000 e glasscityfcu.com

Apply online or at a branch.
Or ask for Glass City financing
at an area auto dealership.

Financing subject to credit approval & membership eligibility. [Meua

We’re working for you!
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Dr. Benjamin Chavis Celebrated as‘Father of
the Environmental Justice movement’

“Don’t cop out, cop in,” Chavis callsfor activiststo use their power at the upcoming United

Nations COP30 conference.

By Siena Gleason

Dr. Benjamin Chavis, president/CEO of the Na-
tional Newspaper PublishersAssociation (NNPA),
was celebrated as the father of the environmental
justice movement at the Mississippi Statewide
Environmental Climate Justice Summit organized
by Jesus People Against Pollution (JPAP) October
24-26, 2025, headquartered at Tougal oo College.

Aaron Mair, the first African American president
of the Sierra Club and an early environmental jus-
tice leader from Albany, NY, celebrated Chavisfor
his contribution to the movement, specifically citing his 1987 study, Toxic
Waste and Race in the United States of America

“What really gave [the environmental justice movement] force wasthe Toxic
Waste and Race study providing a foundational, as they say, evidence-based
approach which could then be replicated by frontline communities,” said Mair.

Mair described how Chavis bravely demanded that the environmental poi-
soning of Black and poor communities must be looked at through the lens of
civil rights, creating the movement that is now known as the environmental
justice movement.

“During the 1980s, you couldn’t make just an allegation of discrimination;
you had to proveit. You had to statistically show that it existed,” said Chavis.
“Nobody ever asked, was there a correlation between the proximity of toxic
waste facilities, toxic emissions, and climate emissions to public health?”

Ben Chavis

Dr. Ben Chavis, center, honored during the Mississippi Statewide Environmental
Justice Climate Change Summit 2025

Karenna Gore of the Center for Earth Ethics a& Union Theologica Seminary
traced back Chavis founding of the environmental justice movement even further.

Gore praised Chavis for catalyzing the environmental justice movement
when he organized and led a nonviolent sit-in protest in 1982 against the
planned dumping of toxic polychlorinated biphenyls in Warren County,
North Carolina. This sit-in is widely understood to be the launchpad for the
modern-day environmental justice movement, said Gore.

During the protest, Chavis was arrested and put into the Warren County
Jail. While hewasin his cell, he came up with the term “environmental rac-
ism”. It quickly became widely used by activists and later was replaced with
the phrase “environmental justice” which also includes the way in which
poor people of al colors are systematically poisoned by corporate and gov-
ernment polluters.

Gore reminded people of the courage it took Chavis to get arrested that day
given hehad been apolitica prisoner in North Carolinajust afew yearsbeforeas
part of agroup of persecuted civil rights activists known as the Wilmington Ten.

The Wilmington Ten were arrested in February 1972 during racial unrest
over school desegregation in Wilmington, North Carolina. The group — Cha-
vis, eight Black students, and one white female — were charged with arson
and conspiracy after firebombs were set downtown and firefighters received
sniper fire. All 10 were convicted in October 1972 and sentenced to a com-
bined 282 years in prison, with Chavis receiving 34 years. Amnesty Inter-
national designated them as political prisonersin 1978. After key witnesses
recanted their testimony in 1977, admitting police pressure and bribery, their
convictions were overturned in December 1980 due to prosecutoria miscon-
duct. In 2012, they received full Pardons of Innocence.

However, histime in prison has never discouraged him from continuing his
activism. Chavis has been arrested over 30 times and continues to fight for
environmental justice.

The summit took place at Tougaloo College in Jackson, Mississippi, and was
organized by Dr. Charlotte Keys, founder of Jesus People Against Pollution. Dr.
Keysisone of Mississippi's earliest leaders in the environmental justice move-
ment. Like Chavis, she has never stopped. She is still fighting for change in
Columbia, Mississippi, and throughout the state. Her community in Colombia
became anotorious cancer cluster after a Reichold chemical plant explosion.

On Oct. 25, Chavis added meaning to apanel hosted by Gore, a discussion
intended to generate recommendations for the 30th United Nations Confer-
ence of the Parties (COP30) in Brazil, focusing on the Global Ethical Stock
Take initiative. He was joined on the panel by his fellow, former national
president and CEO of the NAACP Ben Jealous.

During the panel, Chavis said he believes that acknowledging the struggle
against climate change is essential for uniting and creating global solutions.

“To COP30: don't cop out, cop in,” said Chavis. “Cop in to lay the ground-
work and the reaffirmation of a global struggle to prevent climate crisis, cli-
mate injustice, and to respond to the environmental injustices that are grow-
ing al over the world.”

Chavis also said that COP30 offers an opportunity for younger generations
to get involved and continue fighting for environmental justice.

“It's very important for each generation to rise to the occasion,” said Cha-
vis. “Quite frankly, the first voices that came out against climate change and
the climate injustice were young people because young people realized that
they may not live to be old if we don’t solve this situation.”
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1983 The Brand: Turning Creativity Into

Community Power

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

When you talk to Jason Rayford, CEO of 1983 The Brand, you can tell
right away that he carries Toledo on his shoulders the way someone carries
atreasured family heirloom—carefully, proudly and with purpose. His voice
moves with the steady rhythm of someone who has built something brick by
brick, late night after late night, fueled by faith, focus and community.

Jason didn’'t wake up oneday and say, “ Let me start a whole creative agency.”
It wasn't that simple. Instead, the spark showed up quietly, dmost like someone
lighting a candle in a dark room. At the time, Toledo's creative scene felt dl
over the place, like puzzle pieces with no picture to follow. “I identified a void,”
recalls Rayford. “I sensed a lack. Rather than ignore my intuition, I leaned in.”
And he co-founded 1983 The Brand with Nate Maddox and David James.

Initialy, 1983 The Brand was simply hosting events. A party here, a show
there, something to bring joy to the city. But soon, Rayford realized some-
thing deeper: he had anatural gift for helping people with their music. Artists
trusted him. They brought him their concepts and ideas, and somehow he
seemed to instinctively know how to help them turn those aspirations into
reality. The moment Rayford understood that his guidance could help others
grow - that was the true beginning of 1983 The Brand.

“I honestly,” Rayford stated, “went from parties to a music label. Now, I
guess you can say the brand islike awhole television set with eight channels
playing at once as a picture-in-picture.”

Music. Media. Production. Business consulting. Marketing. Events. Com-
munity service. Mental health advocacy.

What began small has evolved into a multi-lane organization centered
around community, trust, and collaboration. And the best part? Jason didn’t
doit alone.

The Team Behind the Vision

1983 The Brand feels less like a company and more like a family cookout.
Everybody hasajob, everybody helps, and nobody leavesuntil thework isdone.

Rayford speaks about his team with such heart that it's easy to imagine
them gathering around one table, brainstorming projects the way families
come together to plan Sunday dinner.

Histeam consists of:

* Saria James Newbor n, Event Coordinator

» JadaHarris, PR

» Kayla McCraney, Assistant Director

» Kayla Morse, Director of 1983 The Brand Detroit

* Ana Lesia Encalado, Photographer

« Julian Huntley, Head of Security

* Miesha“DJ Lu” Alford, DJ

All of the members of the team work full-time jobs, yet still pour their
hearts into community events and creative projects.“ There's always a voice
in the room saying, ‘We still have work to do. We still have to show up for
the community,”” Rayford says. “That’s what keeps us moving forward.”

Their working relationship is like a well tuned choir: different voices,
different melodies, but al singing the same tune. Now, the team moves in

sync, sometimes finishing each other’s
thoughts. But that rhythm took time to
build. Rayford chuckles ashe remembers
the early days, when blending personali-
tiesfelt liketrying to match two different
tempos. Today, those same differences
create their strongest harmony.

A Mission Rooted in People, Not
Products

Many creative agencies focus upon

Jason Rayford

Jason Rayford - far left - and the check presented to Pathway, Brothers United

the end result: the perfect-looking video, the precise logo, the large-scale
event. Rayford and his team, however, chose early-on that their focus would
always be people first.

“Our non-profit events can’t happen without the people,” Rayford affirms.
“Every person who attends, every vendor, every performer, every volunteer,
that’s what makes it work.”

Additionally, what they do is not amoney grab. In fact, most people would
be shocked to learn the truth:

1983 The Brand doesn’t make profit from their annual BLAK Gala.

Zero.

Nothing.

Not a penny.

When individuals purchase tickets to attend, half of the revenue generated
isused to cover costs associated with food and |abor (such aslighting, sound,
technical support - items many individuals do not consider). The remaining
portion of the funds is donated directly to the non-profit organization they
are honoring that year. Therefore, the team departs with empty pockets - yet,
with full hearts.

After people hear that, Jason says, many ask, “Well then... why do you do it?”

His answer is simple: because it's about the community.

Over six years, they've recognized and honored numerous non-profits
making significant contributions to improving lives in Toledo - including
Mom’s House, Isaiah’s House, Brothers United, and more. This year, they
honored Pathway Inc.’s Brothers United program, which supports fathers

... continued on page 6
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YWCA Announces 2026 M ilestones Honor ees

The Truth Staff

Last week, Lisa McDuffies, president and CEO of the YWCA of North-
west Ohio announced the 2026 honorees for the YWCA Milestones: A
Tribute to Woman Annual Awards event.

This year’s honorees are: Jennifer McCary, PhD, in the Arts; Meg Ress-
ner, Business; Sherry Tripepi, Education; Jessica Ford, Government; Dr.
Shawna Shafer, Sciences; Ann Ebbert, Social Sciences; Candice Harrison,
Volunteerism and Kathryn Tucker, Woman on the Rise.

This marks the 31st year that the YWCA of Northwest Ohio has rec-
ognized extraordinary women in the community who have demonstrated

leadership qualities and contributed to the empowerment of women. (Left to right); Lisa McDuffie and 2026 Milestones Honorees — Jennifer McCary,
“The members of the YWCA and I are honored to recognize these outstand- PhD, Arts; Meg Ressner, Business; Sherry Tripepi, Education; Jessica Ford,

ing women with this prestigious award,” said McDuffie. “We invite the com- Government; Dr. Shawna Shafer, Sciences; Ann Elbert, Social Sciences;

munity to join us and help pay tribute to this year’s Milestones Honorees.” Candice Harrison, Volunteerism; Kathryn Tucker, Woman on the Rise

The Milestones Awards was established in 1996 to recognize women of
northwest Ohio for outstanding accomplishments in the following areas:
Arts, Business, Education, Government, Sciences, Social Services and Vol-
unteerism.

The YWCA 31st Annual Milestones: A Tribute to Women Awards will
be held at the Glass City Center on Thursday, March 26,2026 at 11:30 a.m.
with the program beginning at 12:00 p.m. Event registration will be avail-
able in the coming months.

Kathryn Tucker, Jennifer Lisa McDuffie, YWCA Northwest Ohio President
McCary, Candice Harrison & CEO

1983 The Brand...continued from page 5

and strengthens families across Lucas County.

Building Events That Heal, Not Just Entertain

Rayford and his team think deeply about the emotional side of their work.
Mental health is not a side mission for 1983 The Brand - it is the underlying
foundation of all they do.

He recounted the numerous nonprofit leaders that have expressed to him
that the gala felt like their first opportunity to breathe, like the first time
they were able to enjoy a night without the weight of their title. In their ev-
eryday jobs, these leaders must keep everything together, like rubber bands
stretched to their limit. But at the gala, they can finally relax, dance, laugh,
and be fully human.

The team even created a special drink this year called the Brothers Bour-
bon Lemon Drop, just for Brothers United, to make them feel seen. Small
touches like that soften the stress that often builds up behind the scenes.

Choosing L eader s Worth Celebrating

Selecting the nonprofit to honor each year is an intentional process. The
team follows the needs of the community, not trends. They look for programs
that fill real gaps, whether it’s supporting young men, feeding families, help-
ing single moms, or providing safe spaces for kids in crisis.

For 2026, the theme will be homelessness, which connects closely to men-
tal health. It’s a need that keeps growing, and 1983 The Brand is determined
to shine a brighter light on it.

TheHeart of the Brand: A Leader Who Doesn’t Want the Spotlight

What distinguishes Rayford from many other successful leaders is that he
continually strives to minimize his own spotlight and widen everyone else’s.
He admits that he’s even tried to dodge interviews and photo shoots because
he wants the team to get just as much recognition.

But his team always brings him back: “You opened this door. Now you
have to walk through it. We will be standing by you.”

What’s Next for 1983 The Brand

* 1983 The Brand has several big projects on the horizon:

* A collaboration with Toledo Shares at their speakeasy, The Wine Room

¢ Their annual toy drive on December 20, with donations benefiting the
Children’s Hospital

A New Year’s Eve celebration featuring a touring Tina Turner tribute band,
after a show-stopping gala performance that had guests of all ages dancing
the night away.

The momentum is only growing. As Jason looks ahead, the goal remains
the same: serve the people, uplift the city, and keep building a creative space
where everyone belongs.

In a world that often overlooks mid-sized cities like Toledo, 1983 The
Brand stands as proof that powerful things can grow in hometown soil. Some
people build businesses. Others build communities. Jason Rayford and his
team found a way to do both.

Explore 1983 The Brand here.
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HOPE Toledo Sunday —

Support

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

A community gathering during the evening of Sunday, November 16, at
the Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church, was a step in an effort to
forge a path forward for HOPE Toledo and the thousands of children that
the agency has helped and will continue, with the support of the commu-
nity, to help in the future.

“Our purposefor being here,” said Brandon A.A.J. Davis, DMin, pastor
of Warren AME Church, “is to do what hope does ... hope means help.
We came here tonight to help HOPE Toledo.”

Davis preached his message of hope which he said was a long-time as-
piration of those in the African American community to defeat negative
forces.

“We are living in an age when our civilization is torn by degradation,
it'storn by hatred,” said Davis as he urged the listeners to “do what we
do best in the Black church ... it starts right here in the bowels of our
sanctuary.”

Urging the audience to “help by hoping,” Davis said “we come here to
do what faith has allowed us to do al these years.”

What the attendees came to do on Sunday was to support HOPE Toledo
both through good intentions and financial assistance. The cash-chal-
lenged HOPE Toledo organization used the event to raise funds to con-
tinue its work in educating pre-school youngsters and providing scholar-
ships for college-bound students.

HOPE Toledo supports pre-K programs through a partnership with a
number of early learning centers and day cares. The HOPE Toledo Prom-
ise program has, since January 2020, provided funds for students’ college
expenses.

Davis was followed by stories of HOPE offered by: Mer’Kyah War-
ren, a Promise graduate; Avionna Burwell, a Promise scholar; Viengvilay
Weis, apre-K parent and JuliaMyers, the director of Toledo Day Nursery.
All described personal or community success stories that have been the
result of HOPE Toledo’s work.

Prayers of intercession were then offered by Bishop Jerry Boose of Sec-
ond Baptist Church; Ron King, DMin, of Westside Community Church;
Pastor John Hobbs, |11 of Greater St. John COGIC and Elder Neail &
Min. Antoinette Goodloe of Acts 2 Fellowship.

After a musical selection by the Glass City Youth Choir, Rev. John
C. Jones, president and CEO of HOPE Toledo, took to the pulpit and
explained the promise and the success that his agency has had in the
past and the reasons why the survival of HOPE
Toledo is so essential for the community’s chil-
dren and families — especially those in the un-
derserved parts of the community.

“The work and the mission of HOPE Toledo is
strong,” said Jones at the outset of his talk.

That mission, or at least the pre-K portion of
the mission, was created in 2018 when Mayor
Wade Kapszukiewicz invited his Dayton coun-
terpart, Nan Whaley, to Toledo, along with that
city’s pre-K program leaders, to explain their
success in providing early childhood education.
Two years later, the HOPE Toledo mission ex-
panded when donor Pete Kadens provided fund-

Rev. John C. Jones,
CEO, HOPE Toledo

Toledo City Councilman
John Hobbs, Ill, Rodney
Eason; John C. Jones

Rev. William Foster, Host Pastor

A Call for Community

ing for Scott High School seniors, and their parents, to attend college or
trade school.

“There is more work that needs to be done,” said Jones. However,
the fact is that the funding is currently not sufficient to keep those two
programs going. Public support is necessary to raise the monies to keep
HOPE Toledo’s mission alive, indeed, to expand that mission so that the
right number of kids are included.

Currently, Jones noted, about 2,000 area children are enrolled in the
early education and childcare programs that are necessary to keep kids
in low to moderate income households from falling behind their counter-
parts from higher income families. However, the need in the Toledo area
isto get about 10,000 kids in such programs.

“Every child in our community must have access to a high-quality edu-
cation,” said Jones.

Preacher that he is, Jones closed his talk with a rhythmic delivery em-
phasizing the critical importance for the community to stay involved.

“Now is the time for us to do good ... HOPE Toledo is strong and we
will stay strong with your support.”

Rev. Brandon A.A. J.

Glass City Youth Choir Davis, DMin
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An Adventurein the BigApple

By The Social Butterfly
Special to The Truth

Donnetta Carter, The Social Butterfly, and Beverly Robinson, Everyday apparel that caught the producer’s attention. Donnetta Carter, in her pink and
green, and Beverly Robinson, dressed with her hot pink coat and cobalt blue
eryday Woman teamed up with The Social Butterfly Public Figure to take an  jumpsuit.

Another highlight of the trip was the Hell’s Kitchen Broadway Musical
about Alicia Keys’ childhood growing up and becoming an singer.

Finally, shopping and more shopping! And the first stop was the largest
Macy’s store in USA along with Zara’s and many others. Also, they were
able to dine at the famous Sylvia’s, Queen of Soul Food restaurant in Harlem

‘Women, took a trip to New York City and a had grand experience. The Ev-

amazing adventure to the Big Apple to explore the city and a few talk shows.

These adventurous world travelers had
celebrated their birthdays together in
February 2025.

First, they scheduled an audience ap-
pearance on the Sherri Show and a pre-
party before the show with celebrity DJ
Suss.

Then, on the Tamron Hall show, they
had an experience of a lifetime and were
chosen to come onto the dance floor to
dance, because of their brightly colored

and many others.

These two travelers have more travel plans and events scheduled for 2026.
Be on the lookout for upcoming adventures.

' *I%

Tis the season to ‘
“sleigh”

the holidays your

way!
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Phuket, Phi Phi, and the
Art of Escapingin Style

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

There are two kinds of vacations in life: the ones you take, and the ones
that take you. My trip to Phuket Thailand fit squarely into the second cat-
egory. It wasn't just a vacation; it was a vibe, a revelation, and at times, a
workout in humidity and humility.

When my niece, the ever-glamorous fashion influencer Lavashiaa Styles,
told me she was hosting a Thailand travel experience, | barely asked for de-
tails. | just packed my sun hat, trusty lip stain and sense of adventure. Eleven
of us, all shapes, shades and persondities, set off like a rea-life remix of
Waiting to Exhale meets Bucket List: The Tropics Edition.

Day 1: Jet Lag & Jasmine Rice

After a long haul from the States, stepping off the plane in Phuket felt like
walking into a steam room hot, humid and somehow sun-kissed in the best
way. The air was thick, the streets buzzed with scooters and the colors? Like
someone turned the saturation all the way up.

We checked into The Nap Patong, a upscale, blue-accented resort hotel
that looked like serenity had been bottled, chilled and poured over ice. The
welcome dinner that evening at Ban Chom View Restaurant was our first
taste of the Thai way — family-style everything. Platters of seafood, rice
and noodles kept appearing like magic. Somewhere between the bok choy
and the laughter, | realized how rare it was to be surrounded by this many
beautiful, driven humansjust vibing in the moment — no kids tugging at us,
no deadlines, no drama. Just sunsets and smiles.

Asthe sun dipped behind the ocean, | thought: Thisiswhat freedom smells
like: lemongrass and sea breeze with a side of possibility.

Shoutout to Beer

Our tour guide—yes, her name is Beer—
was the real MVP. Cool, kind and endlessly
patient, Beer made sure we felt safe, informed
and entertained. She knew every secret beach,
every local spot and even managed to make
vansfull of jet-lagged Americanslaugh before

...continued on page 11
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My Journey Acrossthe
World to Meet a New
Friend from Toledo

Paris, Athens Greece, Mykonos Greece, Bar
Montenegro, Corfu Greece, Messina (Sicily)
Italy, Barcelona Spain and Amster dam

By Ricky Tyus, Owner Tyus Tours & Travel
The Truth Travel Correspondent

From the picturesque av-
enues of Paristo the vibrant
culinary offerings in Bar-
celona, each city presented
distinct attractions and op-
portunities for explora-
tion. We engaged with lo-
cal gastronomy, identified
noteworthy locations within
lively markets, and gained
insight into unfamiliar cul-
tures throughout our travels.
The experiences acquired
during this journey have
contributed significantly to
acollection of lasting mem-
ories.

Pictured above are Candy Valentine, Elizabeth
Cannon, Dana Palmer, Ricky Tyus, Pamela
(Coleman) Tyus, and Millicent Carter. The
photograph was taken at Bar Montenegro.

How We Vacation in Paris on a Dime

We traveled non-stop from Detroit Metropolitan Airport to Paris Charles
de GaulleAirport. With an 11-hour layover in Paris, we chose to tour the city
during this period. Initially, we secured alocation at the airport for our carry-
on luggage and then proceeded to take the Paris Metropolitan train into cen-

...continued on page 10
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1:00PM - 3:30PM
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Mocktails & snacks for sale

Songstress older
Sheila Fleming w/

Kevin Korecki on piano

RSVP (419) 242-1144

Dance to the music of

DJ Manual Zapata

Sponsored by
The J. Frank Troy & Mayores Senior Centers
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Ricky Tyus...continued from page 9

tral Paris. During the train journey, we
had the opportunity to observe various
intercity areas of Paris before disem-
barking at the Cathedrale Notre-Dame.

We visited the Cathedrale Notre-
Dame in Paris, capturing a picturesque
moment before continuing our explo-
ration. Utilizing a hop-on hop-off bus,
we toured several notable landmarksin
Paris, including the Eiffel Tower, the
Arc de Triomphe, and the Louvre Mu-
seum prior to itsincident of theft. Additionally, we observed the renowned
love-lock tradition, a symbolic representation of Paris as the City of Love.

After completing our tour of Paris on the Hop-On Hop-Off bus, we paused
for lunch before returning to the Paris Metropolitan train in order to proceed
to our next flight to Athens, Greece.

The Cathedral Notre-Dame in Paris

Athens Greece

We arrived late Wednesday night/early
Thursday morning in Athens, Greece. Af-
ter landing, we took an Uber to Grand Hy-
att Athens, which will be our home for the
next severa days.

Grand Hyatt Athens is a five-star ho-
tel featuring stunning views of both the
Acropolis and the Aegean Sea. Guests
can enjoy awide array of luxurious ame-
nities and modern conveniences, making
it an ideal city-center base for business
travelers and cosmopolitan visitors to
Greece'slively capital.

Athens, the capital of Greece, stands as
one of the world's oldest cities. Famed

The Arc de Triomphe in Paris

for its deep historical roots, cultural
treasures, and lasting influence on
Western civilization, Athens has grown
into a vibrant metropolis with a popula
tion exceeding 3.6 million in its urban
area. Today, itisnot only Greece'slarg-
est city but also a key economic hub in
southeast Europe.

Our crew is presently in Athens to
board the Princess Sun cruise ship,
scheduled for departure on Saturday. Prior to embarkation, we will take the
opportunity to explore the city of Athens.

Thursday:

We had an elevated dining experience at The Grand, an exceptional Athens
rooftop restaurant and culinary destination where Mediterranean and Greek
flavors come to life. Located on the 8th and 9th floors of Grand Hyatt Athens,
it offers exquisite dishes crafted from the finest ingredients, all with breath-
taking views of the Acropoalis.

After dinner participants en-
gaged in an activity called “A
Tasting Adventure Greek,” which
provided an opportunity to sam-
ple and learn about traditional
Greek delicacies.

Friday:

In the afternoon, we took the
Hop-on Hop-off Busto see major
Athens landmarks like the Acropolis Parthenon. Afterward, we had a light
dinner, and most of the crew went to the Masina Restaurant.

Masina is a premium grill house specializing in charcoal-grilled skew-
ers of exceptional quality. The menu features handmade, flavorful skewers,
classic appetizers, and a welcoming environment enhanced by refined de-
cor that distinguishes it from conventional establishments. Masina offers an
ideal setting for family gatherings and other occasions, providing comfort
and excellence throughout the dining experience.

Saturday:

We embarked on the Sun Princess, which departed from Athens with
scheduled ports of cal including Mykonos, Bar Montenegro, Corfu, Mes-
sina (Sicily), and Barcelona.

The Sun Princess is both the
largest and newest ship in the
Princess Cruise Line fleet at the
time of our voyage. It can ac-
commodate 4,320 passengers,
with a maximum capacity of
5,189, and is staffed by 1,550
crew members. The vessel fea-
tures 20 decks—16 of which are
accessible to guests and 10 con-
tain cabins. On board, you’ll find 29 bars and lounges, two swimming pools,
eight outdoor Jacuzzis (whirlpool hot tubs), and 16 elevators.

The new Sun Princess ship has the advanced SISCO A-PASS 6 mobile
system which is the mobile app that handles tasks related to passengers/crew
safety, also facilitating a faster embarkation /disembarkation process and
providing the cruise ship management with information for (and tracking)
everyone on board.

The Princess Sun isavessel measuring 1,133 feet in length, with atonnage
of 175,500 and a cruising speed of 22 knots. Constructed in 2024, the ship
features convenient night lights within staterooms that automatically activate
upon movement during nighttime hours.

The dining experience aboard Princess Sun was exceptional, complement-
ed each evening by high-quality entertainment. On two occasions during the
cruise, guests had the opportunity to attend Janine Johnson’s Soul Diva Soi-
ree performances.

An Exceptionally Noteworthy Event

On the first day at sea, a young man initiated a conversation by inquiring
about my place of origin. | informed him that | was from Toledo, Ohio, to
which he responded that he had aso been born and raised in Toledo. He
explained that he was aware of my attendance on the cruise through a Face-
book post shared by a mutual acquaintance and wished to introduce himself.
Interestingly, Mark Hinton had previously met every member of my fam-
ily except me: my brother, William Ellis, served as his football coach at St.
Teresa; he attended school with my sister, Robin Tyus at St. Teresa; and he

... continued on page 13

The Acropolis in Athens

The Iberostar in Barcelona



Page 11

The Sojourner’s Truth

November 26, 2025

The Truth Travel Section » The Truth Travel Section « The Truth Travel Section « The Truth Travel Section « The Truth Travel Section

Phuket...continued from page 9

9am. That'stalent.

Local Life, Thai Style

One of the first things that hit me in Thailand —right after the humidity and
the beauty — was the motorbike madness. I saw entire families balanced on one
tiny moped like it was an Olympic sport. Four deep—dad driving, mom be-
hind him, baby in her arms and grandma on the back, cool as can be. Helmets
optional, confidence mandatory. It was a moving picture of faith and finesse.
I couldn’t decide if I was terrified or impressed, so I just observed and prayed
they all made it home safely.

The locals moved with a rhythm that felt effortless. There was no rush, no tight
schedules, just living, breathing, being. It made me question every “busy” day
back home. Maybe the secret isn’t managing time; maybe it’s mastering peace.

Shop, Smile, Repeat

Shopping in Thailand is a sport, and I’'m proud to say I made varsity. From
beachside boutiques to night markets, the prices are almost too good to be true,
especially with the favorable currency exchange. The Thai baht stretches like
yoga pants after brunch, which means you can shop guilt-free and still have
cash left for a foot massage.

Pro tip: Bargaining is part of the fun but do it with a smile. The locals are kind
and love a friendly haggle. And if you see something you love, buy it, because
chances are, you’ll never find it again once you leave that shop.

Travel Tipsfrom the Tribe

For anyone planning to follow in our sandy footsteps, here are a few nuggets
from the tropics:

Pack light—Thailand’s heat makes minimalism your new best friend.

Always carry cash; many small vendors don’t accept cards.

Keep a sarong handy for temples and sudden rain showers.

Respect the culture; modesty and kindness go a long way here.

And above all, stay present. Photos fade, but moments don’t.

Day 2: Hiking, Hidden Beaches & Humility

Morning arrived like a tropical cocktail hitting just right, fast, bold, and full
of flavor. We laced up our sneakers and headed for what the itinerary called the
Phuket Secret Viewpoints Tour. Translation: four hours of pretending we do
this hiking thing every weekend.

The Black Rock Viewpoint was worth every drop of sweat. Standing above
the island, the turquoise water below looked Photoshopped by God Himself.
We snapped pictures that didn’t need filters, just melanin, sunshine, and a good
angle.

After the hike, a truck took us to a hidden beach. I swear, Thailand has a
way of humbling you. Just when you think you’ve seen beauty, it shows you
another layer, softer, quieter, wilder. We lounged on the sand, toes in the water,
hair doing whatever it wanted. No Wi-Fi, no worries.

By the time we got back to the hotel, the day had walked a marathon through
our shoes. But when you’re surrounded by laughter, fresh coconut water, and
the kind of glow money can’t buy, exhaustion feels like luxury.

Food That FindsYou

In Thailand, food isn’t a scheduled event, it’s a lifestyle. People eat when
they’re hungry, and trust me, there’s no shortage of options. Everywhere you
turn, the air smells like garlic, lemongrass and happiness. Street vendors whip
up sizzling skewers, spicy noodles, and mango sticky rice that’ll have you re-
considering every diet you’ve ever started on a Monday.

And don’t get me started on the fresh fruit shakes. My heart officially belongs
to Banana. Creamy, cold and made right in front of you, no preservatives, just
perfection. Each sip felt like Thailand itself —sweet, simple, and unforgettable.

Day 3: Elephants, Street Food & Every Emotion

Day three started off soft, breakfast, beachwear, and banter over omelets.
Then came the heart of the trip: a visit to the Hidden Forest Elephant Reserve.

If you’ve never looked an elephant in the eye, let me tell you, it’s like they see
straight into your soul and forgive you for everything. Each elephant had been
rescued from harsh conditions, now living in peace among the trees. Feeding
them felt sacred. These gentle giants reminded me that strength doesn’t have to

be loud, sometimes it just stands tall and sways in silence.

The Hidden Forest Elephant Reserve plays a vital role in protecting and car-
ing for rescued elephants, offering them a safe and natural environment to heal
and thrive. Their work helps end harmful practices by promoting ethical tour-
ism and raising awareness about elephant welfare. We learned every visit and
donation they receive supports a future where elephants are treated with the
respect and compassion they deserve.

Lunch was a vegetarian Thai buffet that turned skeptics into believers. I was
out here eating fresh spring rolls like they owed me money.

That evening, we dove into Phuket’s street food tour, hopping from temples
to night markets like locals. I tried rad na sen krob (Deep-fried crispy egg
noodles served with stir-fried vegetables) and the famous shaved ice dessert,
Oh Aew. Imagine snow cones went to heaven and came back as Oh Aew.

The night ended at the market under strings of fairy lights and live music. We
all danced like nobody had bills due on Wednesday.

Mor ning Blessings

We were blessed with perfect weather all week—not a single rainy day, just
one early morning sprinkle that barely lasted long enough to cool the air. I took
it as a sign. It happened right before our floating breakfast, where baskets of
fruit and pastries drifted lazily across the pool like a dream. It was one of those
moments that makes you pause, grin, and whisper, “God, you did that.”

Day 4: Speedboats & Saltwater Dreams

Next stop: Phi Phi Island. The kind of place that looks like every desktop
wallpaper you’ve ever seen, but real. Getting there by speedboat felt like an
action movie. We zipped across turquoise waters so clear, I could see fish dart-
ing beneath the waves like animated emojis.

Arriving at Phi Phi Natural Resort, I realized Phuket had been practice —
this was paradise. Palm trees leaned like they were flirting, waves whispered
secrets, and every sunset felt personally curated.

‘We had the rest of the day to relax, which in our group meant a mix of photo
shoots, laughter, and napping like royalty. Lex (Lavashia Styles), of course,
turned the beach into our runway; sun hats, shades, and confidence that could
power a city.

I walked alone for a moment, sand between my toes, letting gratitude settle
in. It hit me that this was more than a trip. It was a reminder that joy isn’t a
luxury, it’s a necessity.

Day 5: Longtail Boats & Living Postcards

If heaven has an excursion, it’s a longtail boat ride around Phi Phi’s islands.
Picture this: wooden boats with colorful ribbons fluttering on the bow, the
smell of saltwater, and a playlist of laughter.

‘We hit eight stops — Bamboo Island, Monkey Beach, Shark Point, Viking
Cave, Pileh Lagoon, Maya Bay, and more. Each one looked like a screensaver
you could dive into.

At Maya Bay, where The Beach was filmed, we took photos on the famous
sand — no swimming allowed, but honestly, it didn’t matter. Just witnessing
it felt cinematic.

Lunch was simple: chicken, rice, fruit, and bottled water. Yet, eaten on a
beach surrounded by emerald cliffs, it felt like a five-star meal.

Auntie on Deck

During our Phi Phi Island excursion, we stopped to see wild monkeys swing-
ing through the cliffs. Everyone else jumped out to feed them slices of pine-
apples. Me? I stayed right on the boat, camera in hand, cheering them on from

... continued on page 12

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!
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King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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Twdve Sudents Graduatefrom Northwes Ohio

M anufacturing Pre-Apprenticeship

Special to The Truth

Twelve Glass City Academy students received their Northwest Ohio Pre-
Apprenticeship Program certificates at a ceremony at Friday at the Owens
Community College Dana Center for Advanced Manufacturing Training. The
students also will earn their OSHA 10 certification and Ohio Means Jobs Read-
iness seal and complete the Lead 4 Change program.

The ceremony was held in the Dana Center’s Haas Machining Lab.

“These students are coming in with solid entry-level manufacturing skills,
which gives them a red advantage in the northwest Ohio job market,” said
Charlene Page, Owens executive director of Workforce and Economic Devel-
opment. “Our goal isto grow machining talent right herein theregion. A lot of
young people don't realy know what machinists do, but these students have
taken the first big step toward that career, and right now, local employers are
actively looking for people with thiskind of training.”

The students completed the 16-hour basic machining course at the Owens
lab at Cherry Street Mission Ministries, learning many outcomes including
how machining produces goods used in the manufacturing environment. The
course covered machine types, tools and tooling, measuring equipment, ma-
chine safety and their application in industry.

According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, machinists in Toledo earn a
median annual salary of approximately $57,000.

“It teaches you the basics of what you' re supposed to do, step-by-step, how
to take care of it, how to make it,” graduate Rhia’ Na Smith said. “It wasn't
overwhelming like | thought it would be. It was easy to keep in my mind, once
| went slow and took my time and made sure | wasn't hurting myself or others
by being prepared.

“You get to meet some amazing people, you get to work together with people
and make some friends along the way, and you can add something to your re-

Program

sume that can help you get better jobs with better pay.”

In addition to Page, speakersat the graduation included Glass City Academy
interim director Jennifer Globig, Cherry Street Mission Ministries president
and CEO Ann Ebert and Toledo Regiona Chamber of Commerce vice presi-
dent for talent and workforce Sara Swisher.

This program was developed as a partnership between Owens, the Toledo
Regional Chamber of Commerce, Cherry Street Mission Ministries, Glass
City Academy, Wood County OMJ/JFS and the Educational Service Center of
Lake Erie West. Red Wing Boots in Maumee donated a pair of boots for each
graduate.

Owens Community College has served northwest Ohio since 1965 as an ac-
credited two-year, state-assisted institution of higher education with an open-
door admission policy. Through intentional, adaptive and empowering educa-
tion, Owens offers more than 160 academic programs to be the first choice for
students, employers and the community. As a conduit to changing lives for the
better, Owens creates pathways for success. For more information, visit www.
owens.edu.

Phuket...continued from page 11

a safe distance. This Auntie doesn’t do monkey bites, but | happily captured
their bravery in 4K.

By the end of the day, we were sun-kissed, salt-dried, and soul-full. Every-
one was quiet on the ride back — not from exhaustion, but because no words
could compete with what we' d just witnessed.

Massages & Moments

No trip to Thailand is complete without a Thai massage—or three. The mas-
seuses here don't play; they bend you, twist you, and somehow make you
thank them for it. It'slike yogayou don’t have to participatein. | left each ses-
sionfeeling taller, lighter, and dangerously closeto believing | could do asplit.
That night, we all slept like royalty—Thailand edition.

Day 6: Farewells& Full Hearts

Leaving Phi Phi Idand felt like breaking up with a vacation you weren't
ready to let go of. The speedboat back to Phuket dliced through the morning
mist aswe silently took in our last views of paradise.

Back at The Nap Patong, we got dressed for our farewell dinner at Kan Aeng
2 Restaurant, another family-style feast, laughter echoing louder thistime, be-
cause we knew it was the end. We clinked glasses, reminisced about turquoise
waters, and promised to meet again on another continent.

We came from every corner of the U.S,, different time zones, accents, and
stories but somehow, Thailand synced our spirits. What started as a group trip
turned into asister circle under the sun. By the end, we weren't just travelers,
we were reflections of each other’s light.

Day 7: The Goodbye—Eleven Strangers, One Vibe

Our final lunch felt bittersweet: one last Thai fruit shake, one more sunrise.
| looked around at the people who started as travel buddies and ended as fam-
ily. We' d swesated together, danced together, shared skincare tips and heart-to-
hearts over pad thai.

Aswe hugged goodbye, | felt changed — not in the postcard way, but in the
quiet way that stays with you. Like ocean water that lingers on your skin long
after you've dried off.

Thailand taught us all that beauty isn't just something you see — it's some-
thing you fed. It's the laughter echoing through a longtail boat, the sound of
waves clgpping for you, theway strangers become a tribe under the same sunset.

I came home with souvenirs, yes — but also a reminder: life is short, the
world is wide, and joy is always worth the flight.

And somewhere between the temples and the tide, | found a piece of myself
| didn’t know 1’d |eft behind.
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Genius Unbroken: The Lifeand Legacy of Dr.
CharlesR. Drew by CraigA. Miller, MD, with
Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

“Stayin’ Alive.”
That's the BeeGees song to remember, the George(;(.)vir?iiiversity
song with the perfect cadence for cardiopulmo-
nary resuscitation. Each beat is a pump; each Press
pump, alifesaving action, which is handy infor- $29.95
mation to know, if you ever need it. So now read 311 pages

Genius Unbroken by Craig A. Miller, MD,
with Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD, and meet the man whose legacy takes
over when CPR isn't enough.

Almost from the moment he could walk, Charles Richard “ Charlie” Drew
was an active boy.

Growing up in Washington DC's Foggy Bottom neighborhood, an area
that was more equal than most in the early 1900s, gave him opportunity to
explore his surroundings, to get a good education, to learn to swim and to
excel at athletics.

Sports and music were his passions then, in fact. But when hisyounger sis-
ter, Elsie, died, and heincidentally learned while attending Amherst College
that he enjoyed the study of biology, Charlie decided to be a doctor.

Sadly, there was no money for medical school. Still, he applied to How-
ard University School of Medicine, which turned him down so he went to
work at Morgan College in Baltimore as ateacher before heading to Quebec,
where he received a fellowship at McGill University to study medicine. He
entered Howard in early 1935, for his residency.

In 1938, he was invited to Columbia University, to work as a fellow in
surgery.

Eagerly, he took on extra projects, one of which was the nature of shock, a
condition that could lead to circulatory failure and death. Laboratories every-
where were “were dedicated to studying the phenomenon in all its... physi-
ologic complexity.” World War || wasraging, banked blood would save alot of
lives, and Charlie set to work figuring out how to do it. But one of the questions
was “whether to accept blood donated by African Americans’ like him...

How many times have you been warned not to judge a book by its cover?
Probably alot, so don’t do it here. The cover of Genius Unbrokenisn’t color-
ful or splashy, yet thismay be one of the more interesting books you read this
fall. But it does have its bumps.

Authors Craig A. Miller, MD, and Charlene Drew Jarvis, PhD, belabor
Charles Drew’s athletic expertise, and the tales of those exploits melt to-
gether in their similarities. It may be a safe bet that readers who pick up this
book up will want the
story of Drew’s accom-
plishments in  medi-
cine, instead of alitany
of sportstales.

Fortunately, the rest
of Drew’slife story and
that of his career and
his activism eventually
become front-and-cen-
ter here, and thenyou'll
be riveted. It helps that
the authors are careful
to explan the medi-
ca parts of the story in
layman’s terms, mak-
ing this a book you ul-
timately won't want to
put down.

That Genius Unbro-
ken becomes a lively
biography isanice sur-
prise that will appeal to
true medicine readers
or Black history fans.
Look for it, and you'll

know who to thank when you're stayin’ alive.

Ricky Tyus...continued from page 10

encountered my sister, Joanne Ricks, at the African American Festival held
in July of thisyear. Notably, Mark currently residesin Las Vegas.

I1t's amusing that we can journey halfway across the globe only to encoun-
ter someone who grew up right in our own neighborhood.

Asour journey continued, each port offered new opportunitiesfor discovery
and relaxation. In Mykonos, we wandered through charming, whitewashed
streets and experienced the island’s vibrant nightlife, while Bar Montenegro
greeted us with stunning coastal views and historic architecture. Corfu cap-
tivated us with its lush landscapes and Venetian influences, and in Messina,
Sicily, we explored local markets and tasted authentic Italian cuisine. Finally,
Barcelona dazzled with its blend of Gothic and modernist landmarks, lively
plazas, and unforgettable culinary adventures, bringing our European vaca
tion to a memorable close as we reflected on the diverse cultures and friend-
ships celebrated throughout our travels.

Upon arriving in Barcelona, Spain on Saturday, our group was divided, as
we were lodging at different hotels and departing on separate flights. Along
with Pamela and Elizabeth, | stayed at Hotel Arc Rambla Barcelona, athree-
star establishment distinguished by its exceptional location. Due to ongo-
ing street construction, local vendors relocated their shops and restaurants to
the central median, which allowed us the opportunity to explore La Rambla
Boulevard and visit a variety of unique vendor stalls.

Heading Home

On Sunday, we began our journey home, with an overnight stop in Am-
sterdam. Our flight arrived in Amsterdam at 11 pm, and our connecting flight
was scheduled for the following day, so we stayed at the airport overnight.
During our stay, we noticed mice in the terminal, which required us to re-
main vigilant throughout the night.

After 13 days, we returned to our starting point at Detroit Metropolitan
Airport. Throughout the journey, we traveled by plane, train, boat, bus, and
taxi, visiting destinations such as Paris, Athens, Mykonos (Greece), Bar
(Montenegro), Corfu (Greece), Messina (Sicily, Italy), Barcelona (Spain),
and Amsterdam (Netherlands). During this trip, | had a unique opportunity
to meet anew acquaintance who grew up in my neighborhood. Neverthel ess,
returning home remains a gratifying experience.

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!
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CALL st or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS
TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY
TOLEDO, OHIO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Electronic Bids will be received by the Toledo-Lucas County
Port Authority for all labor, material, insurance, and equipment necessary for the Pavement / Util-
ity / Demolition and Regrading project at 1045 Post Street, Toledo, OH 43610, in accordance with
the approved plans and specifications, for the Port Authority at One Maritime Plaza, Toledo, Ohio
43604.

The “Pavement / Utility / Demolition and Regrading project” at 1045 Post Street Property is the
former location of Toledo Edison’s Delaware Service Center, which was used by Toledo Edison
from approximately 1936 to 2008 for offices, storage, and maintenance of lamps; lighting ballasts;
utility poles, transformers, and equipment scrapping. The property secured a Covenant-Not-to-
Sue (CNS) from the Director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) in 2018 and fu-
ture land use is limited to commercial/industrial purposes, with a construction/excavation worker
direct contact point of compliance of ten (10) feet below the existing ground surface (bgs). No
excavated soil is to be removed from the Post Street Property without characterization and prior
written authorization from the Port Authority. Shallow groundwater, if encountered in conjunction
with the work, shall not be discharged to surface water, or storm/sanitary sewers without prior
written authorization from the PORT AUTHORITY.

The Base Bid for the Demolition and Regrading consists of
* Mobilization/demobilization

« Preparation of a Health and Safety Plan for the project;

« Concrete removal, crushing, and regrading;

« Asphalt removal, crushing, and regrading;

« Utility termination (as necessary); and,

+ Pollution control/storm water management.

Alternate Bid

« Trucking, Excavation and Hauling

The total engineer’s estimate for the base bid is approximately $1 million. Bids that are in excess
of 20% above the engineer’s estimate would be considered non-responsive. This project may be
awarded by the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority at its sole discretion.

Bids will be received through Bid Express, an online electronic bidding system, until Thursday,
December 18, 2025, at 10:00 AM, at which time all bids will be opened through the Bid Express
website.
The plans and bid proposal documents are available through Bid Express at: https://www.bid-
express.com/businesses/66075/home. Bidders new to the electronic bidding system must first
register on the Bid Express website (www.bidexpress.com). Registration is Free. It can take up
to five (5) business days to process a Digital ID and it is highly recommended that a Digital ID be
enabled 48 hours in advance of submitting an electronic bid. Bidders must plan accordingly. For
additional guidance regarding electronic bidding, bidders must contact Bid Express directly. Each
bidder shall be responsible for submitting its electronic bid before the bid deadline.

Electronic Proposals must be submitted on the form(s) included in Bid Express and shall be ac-
companied by a certified check or an acceptable Proposal Bond with satisfactory surety specify-
ing the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority as the obligee, in the sum of not less than ten percent
(10%) of the total proposal amount.

Please note that there will be a pre-bid meeting for this project for all prospective bidders on
Thursday, December 4, 2025, 9:00 AM, at the Port Authority’s administrative offices at One Mari-
time Plaza, 2nd floor conference room, Toledo, OH 43604.

Attendance is suggested, but not mandatory. Please submit all questions through the Bid Express
service by Wednesday, December 10, 2025, at 10:00 AM local time. Questions submitted after
the deadline will not receive a response. Additional information can be found at https://www.to-
ledoport.org/public-notices

Thomas J. Winston
President and CEO
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Electronic proposals will be received by the
Board of County Commissioners of Lucas
County, Ohio, by the Purchasing Depart-
ment, One Government Center, Suite 480,
Toledo, Ohio 43604-2247 until 3:00 P.M. (lo-
cal time), December 1st, 2025 and opened
immediately thereafter for #2176- Request
for Qualifications- Non-Emergency Medic-
aid & Title Transportation Services for the
Lucas County Job and Family Services
Department, according to specifications
available for examination, or download the
proposal by going to the site, http://www.
co.lucas.oh.us/bids.asp. Suppliers inter-
ested in doing business with Lucas County
must register in the Supplier Portal. To ac-
cess the Lucas County Oracle Supplier Por-
tal, please visit:

https://eieb.fa.us6.oraclecloud.com/
fscmUl/faces/NegotiationAbstrac
ts?prcBuld=300000007278812& _
adf.ctrlstate=I5ps8sau3_1&_af
rLoop=7126760101772357&_afrWindow-
Mode=0&_afrWindowld=avudlxmca&_af-
rFS=168&_afrMT=screen &_afrMFW=1920&_
afrMFH=932&_afrMFDW=1920&_af-
rMFDH=1080&_afrMFC=8&_afrM-
FCI=0&_afrMFM=0&_afrMFR=96&
_afrMFG=0&_afrMFS=0&_afrMFO=0

Prior to 3:00 P.M. (local time), December
1st, 2025, each proposal shall contain the
full name of each person submitting the
proposal and the name of every person or
company interested in same. The right is
reserved to reject any and all bids.

By order of the Board of County Commis-
sioners, Lucas County, Ohio.

Lisa A. Sobecki — President

Pete Gerken — Commissioner

Anita Lopez- Commissioner

Bid #2176 — Non-Emergency Medicaid &

Title Transportation Service- Request for
Qualifications Publish: November 9th, 2025

The Healing Place
“Black people make up nearly 40 percent of
trafficking survivors in the U.S.

That’s not by chance — it’s the impact of pov-
erty, racism, and ignored
trauma.

The Healing Place provides culturally ground-
ed therapy and group healing for survivors of
sext
rafficking, sexual assault, and domestic vio-
lence.

Your story matters. Your healing matters.
Call The Healing Place today.
[419-855-2299] [info@thptoledo.org]”
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AALC Hosts Second “1 Invest in ME” Leadership

Conference

By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

The African American Leadership Council (AALC) of United Way of
Greater Toledo hosted its second annual “1 Investin ME” Leadership Confer-
ence on November 13, bringing together professionals, students and emerg-
ing leaders for a full day dedicated to developing authentic leadership and
expanding community impact.

Held as part of AALC's ongoing commitment to elevate African Ameri-
can |eadership across the region, the conference blended keynote inspiration,
workshop learning and engaging panel discussion.

Doors opened at 9:00 am., giving attendees time to network before the
program began. AALC Chair Amanda Davis and former Chair Marcus Harri-
son opened with a welcome introducing keynote address by Patrice McClel-
lan, PhD, widely known as “The Leadership Coach.” Her address focused
on Resilient Leadership, “Your resilience is in the work” stated McClellan,
setting the tone for the day with themes of endurance, self-awareness, and
leading with purpose.

Rodney Eason of Shumaker, Loop & Kendrick, LLP took the stage to de-
liver a presentation on reflective and subjective decision processes. During
The Futureis You: Unlock Vision, Courage, and Creativity presentation, Ea-
son stated: “You're paid by the size of problems you solve.” He encouraged
attendees to embrace innovation while leaning into firm decision-making as
they shape their persona and organizational futures.

During lunch, catered by Bridgett Be Cookin,’ attendees were offered time
for more connection while a DI SC A ssessment Workshop was held facilitated
by Sheila Eason of Elevate People Solutions. Participants gained individual-
ized insight into communication and |eadership styles, adding a personalized
development layer to the day.

Astheworkshop participants engaged in discussion of results Sheila Eason
said “understanding yourself and being able to identify others helps not only
adjust but better communicate what you need from them.” The workshop

™

that creates together.
toledomuseum.org/classes

AALC Conference committee and members

Tasha Hussain Black, Owens CC VP
Strategic Initiatives, Marketing and
Communications, offers welcome

Patrice McClellan, PhD, Keynote Speaker

Marcus Harrison, Tasha Hussain Black,
Amanda Davis, Alissa Mauter, Jon Dorcely

The Servant Leadership panel

concluded when the lunch hour
ended returning the participants
to the main event reassured of
assessment use for HR purpos-
es.

The afternoon continued with
Beyond the Title: Influence Rei-
magined, presented by Shayna
Duke, founder of People First
Solutions. Duke challenged
participants to move beyond
positional authority and culti-
vate influence through relation-
ship building with intentional
action.

That value was reflected in
the shared experiences of the
panel on Servant Leadership,
featuring Dr. Sidney Childs,
Lisa McDuffie and Reginald
Temple. The discussion was
moderated by Alissa Mauter
of groundUP Creative Agen-
cy and she discussed with the
panel their navigation of com-
munity-centered  leadership,
values-based decision-making
and the responsibility of lead-
ers. McDuffie spoke to her
spiritual foundation being the
push into and sustainment in
leadership. “I knew | needed to
go into prayer often because of
the things | was going through,
but | also knew that those things
were preparing me for where |
am now,” stated McDuffie.

The event concluded with
Mauter and Davis emphasizing
the lasting impact of investing in
persona growth and collective
leadership. “We are calling on
the next generations of leadersto
merge who is leading now,” said
Mauter, “All the speakers today
aremembers, peoplethat you can
connect with asapart of AALC.”

The AALC Chair and Invest
In Me Conference Committee
Chair raffled some giveaways
that further supported the mis-
sion. By hosting its second an-
nual conference, AALC contin-
ues to build momentum in its
mission to cultivate leaders who

drive progress, foster
equity and strengthen
the Toledo community.




