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Trump, Please … No Cocoa in My Milk!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

With full transparency, Trump is 
now throwing care to the wind and 
he and his administration (led by 
Darth Vader himself, Steven Mill-
er) are now doing away with the 
pretense of even wearing KKK-like 
white sheets over their heads.

Trump is going full bore on his 
proposal to radically revamp the  
refugee system and its accompany-
ing quotas so as to blatantly favor 
white Europeans and South Afri-
cans so they can emigrate to Amer-
ica due to their concerns about per-
secution in their homelands because 
of their support for Neo-Nazi’s be-
liefs; their supposed oppression by Black South Africans.

Steven Miller, ever the one to whisper into Trump’s gullible ears that 
“they” or “those” people are giving the blues to white folks in Africa or 
in Europe, and we should afford them a warm and friendly welcome via 
an expedited process to emigrate to America.

In documents obtained by the New York Times, it is being reported 
that Trump is seriously considering overhauling America’s immigration 
policies to encourage “oppressed” white folks to come to America where 
Trump and ICE know how to handle the “colored” populations.

Also, the numbers of immigrants from non-white countries would be 
severely slashed in order to curtail their tendency to settle in communities 
of similar ethnic groupings.

And as for such stigmatized countries such as Haiti and some African 
nations, Trump has publicly called such countries, “sh*thole countries. 

So you can imagine the immigration numbers assigned to them for entry 
into these United States.

Unless anyone is shocked by this or other racist screeds from Trump, 
remember that Trump has a soft spot in his heart for racial acrimony 

I read about any Black person who boasts about voting for this man who 
has zero respect for you.

Trump wants resettlement policies to favor Europeans over others be-
cause he innately believes that white folks should reign and rule in Amer-
ica as their “god” given right or via a religious manifest destiny idea sup-
ported by corrupted Scriptures and  some feckless white pastors.

His whole slogan of Make America Great Again is a zeal and a yearning 
for the past decades when Aunt Jemima was strictly on the pancake mix 
box and not in Congress or when the antics of a Stephin Fetchit (not lim-
ited to Clarence Thomas only) was the best form of entertainment…ever!

The proposals would put new emphasis on whether applicants would 
be able to “assimilate” into the United States and directing them to take 
classes on American History and values and respect for our cultural 
norms.

To decode the above is simple: Trump and Company are seeking those 
whose ethnicity is Aryan (or close to it) and who can demonstrate that 
they know the difference between a salad fork and the entrée fork and 
who know what a Beef Wellington is.

Trump and company, according to the documents unearthed by the NY 
Times, believe that America is too diverse, i.e., too many nose breathing 
Negroes and peoples who like tacos and vibrant calypso music.

The last tell in Trump’s peculiarity about non-whites is that his admin-
istration should only welcome, “refugees who can be fully and appropri-
ately assimilate and are aligned with the president’s objectives.”

His objectives are as transparent as clear glass: He wants to be sur-
rounded by people who look like him (without the orange makeup of 
course) and have no care in wearing his red caps which symbolize a re-
treat back to the good ‘ol days.

Another twist in his proposal of allowing “others” to enter America is 
that they should not settle in communities in which there are already of 
concentration of their own kind but rather they should seek assimilation 
with white folks.

No, my friend, Trump does not want any cocoa in his white milk! Be-
cause that cocoa has a tendency to spread itself around and can cause the 
white milk to become something other than pure white milk and when 
that happens, there goes the neighborhood!

If you notice the racial/ethnic composition of Trump’s inner circle and 
cabinet members, they are all ethnically white save for Kash Patel who, 
in my opinion, fancies himself as a honorary white person, and would 

racist proposals as are now being proposed.
Well, that is it for now while I go prepare myself a steaming mug of hot 

cocoa!
Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

Community Calendar
October 23 
TARTA Community Update: The Glass City Center. TARTA’s free event 
invites the community to view new vehicles, learn more about what TARTA’s 
been working on, and what’s planned for 2026.

Registration and networking begin at 8 a.m., followed by the program at 9 
a.m.

October 25
Grace Community Center Homecoming & Harvest Fest: 1 to 4 pm; Pumpkin 
decorating, face painting, country dancing, picnic style meal: 419-248-2467

October 26
Calvary Baptist Church 96th Anniversary: 11:00 am; Special guest pastor 
Roger Carson Gracepoint Church

Page 4 October 22, 2025



Roberto Torres opening his campaign for mayor

... continued on page 12
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Mayoral Candidate Roberto Torres: A New 
Kind of Independent Leadership for Toledo
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

When Roberto Torres talks about Toledo, you can 
tell it’s personal. His voice softens when he talks 
about the neighborhoods he grew up around, the 
ones that were full of family-owned businesses, 
church socials and kids walking home from after-
school programs. “Those places shaped me,” he 
says. “And the truth is, I think a lot of folks just 
want to see their neighborhoods come alive again.”

Torres isn’t new to politics or public service. 
What is different today is how he is choosing to 

Lessons From Other Cities.
Roberto Torres has the kind of background that tells a real story of the Mid-

west trying to rebuild itself. He’s lived and worked in places like Canton, De-

back, just like Toledo is now.
He’s never been afraid to work across party lines if it means getting results. 

Back in Canton, he teamed up with then-Governor John Kasich, a Republican, 
to help bring jobs and life back to the city. “We didn’t see eye to eye on every-
thing,” he says with a small smile, “but we both cared about one thing—mov-
ing the city forward.”

Over the years, Torres has served under several mayors: Carty Finkbeiner 
and Jack Ford in Toledo, William Healy in Canton, and Mike Duggan in De-
troit. Each, he says, taught him something different about leadership, collabo-
ration and resilience.

Later, in Grand Rapids and Detroit, he worked with Governor Rick Snyder’s 
team to help Michigan reach beyond its borders and grow its international con-
nections. As Director of the Hispanic Center of West Michigan, Torres focused 
on international partnerships and cultural attraction, work that caught the atten-

That’s ultimately what led him to Detroit, where he spent six years as Di-

decades, more than 14,000 new residents, while Toledo, during that same time, 
lost nearly 10,000.

A City of Corridors and Connections 
These experiences have left Torres with a message. He has seen how pri-

vate businesses, when told to invest in communities instead of skyscrapers, can 
completely reshape the future of a city. 

“Detroit got $300 million in corporate partner funds to rebuild neighbor-
hoods,” he says. “We could do that here too. Toledo has the same heart, we just 
need a mayor who believes strongly in that form of partnership.” 

step into leadership. With decades of experience working under six mayors 
across four cities, he’s now taking the leap to chart his own course as an inde-
pendent candidate for mayor.

The word “independent” can mean a lot of things. For Torres, it means hav-
ing the freedom to really listen, to build bridges instead of walls and to care 
more about people than party lines.

From the Marines to City Hall
Long before city hall meetings and campaign slogans, Torres wore a differ-

ent kind of uniform. He’s a Desert Storm veteran, a Marine who still carries 
that quiet discipline in the way he speaks. He says that’s where he learned what 
honor, loyalty, and keeping your word really mean. “When you serve,” he tells 
me, “you don’t get to pick and choose when to show up. You make a promise 
and you keep it.”

He draws a pretty clear line between that sense of duty and the kind of lead-
ership Toledo, in his view, needs now. It’s not just about showing up; it’s about 
following through. “Too often, people make promises when they’re campaign-
ing and forget them after they get elected,” he says. “That isn’t leadership. 
That’s convenience.”

There’s a pause before he continues, the kind that may suggest he’s said this 
before but still feels it. “It’s like we’ve lost the muscle memory for keeping our 

-

Beyond Party Politics
Torres has been a Democrat most of his life. When he looks at the situation in 

party politics today, he says, it is barely recognizable. “I believe the democratic 

forgotten that part.”
He stops before he continues, not out of frustration, but out of honesty. “It 

is not a question of turning our backs on anyone. It’s about widening the table 
again. Toledo deserves leadership that invites everybody to sit down, Demo-

feel different. 

again.

Roberto Torres
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Ade Afolabi of Rhythm Musique Fitness with Valerie Simmons-Walston instructing 
icebreaker Zumba.

... continued on page 7

Valerie Simmons-Walston Propels Lifestyle 
Branding at Inaugural S.O.A.R. Event 
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

On Sunday, October 12, Valerie Simmons-Walston, ThD, the University 
of Toledo’s Special Advisor to the President for Community Engagement 

for their life endeavors. 

Jim Snodgrass

Valerie-Simmons-Walston
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The audience gets warmed up

Simmons-Walston’s event was teamed with members of her community 
who moved the event into a panel discussion led by Jim Snodgrass. The 
discussion consisted of women in leadership: Toledo Urban Federal Credit 
Union CEO and Founder Suzette Cowell; Women of Toledo Founder Nina 
Corder; Toledo Public Schools’ Asst. Superintendent Treva Jeffries-Mar-
tin, EdD, and Elevate People Founder and CEO Sheila Eason. 

The panelists were asked questions to uncover their experiences in navi-
gation of vulnerable circumstances.  In discussion of equal pay, the panel 
shared the importance of ensuring women are valued, “make sure your 
value is recognized”, said Eason followed by Jeffries-Martin that expanded 
with tips on copyrighting and documentation of work. 

Cowell shared another perspective from the humble beginnings of start-
ing the Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union “there was a period the credit 
union couldn’t afford to pay me but there was a purpose,” said Cowell.  “I 
knew my worth but I also knew my purpose.” Each panelist shared in the 
support of each other as they opened up about their obstacles they have 
survived, “I learned to lean on those that will support me,” stated Martin. 

The discussion concluded with a transition into spoken word by Coletta 
Alyse and an a capella performance by Darius Coleman. In true Sunday 
fashion the event was interjected with words and prayers from spiritual 
leaders who each held some time to share their connection to overcoming 
obstacles to obtain rewards. Simmons-Walston also shared her story on 
weight loss and the connection it made for her to empower others through 
their obstacles. 

Valerie Simmons-Walston steers the S.O.A.R. initiative as the CEO of 
Next Chapter Enterprises, a consultant and coaching brand focused on 
leadership development and author advocacy. With more than 35 years of 
experience in education leadership, she has guided institutions in partner-
ships, student success, and inclusive excellence. 

Simmons-Walston’s work combines her commitment to community en-
gagement with a personal mission of storytelling, resilience and faith-in-
fused leadership. Simmons-Walston has advanced her next chapter of the 
S.O.A.R. initiative to help others turn the page to their own purpose-driven 
futures.

S.O.A.R. Event...continued from page 8
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House Republicans Getting Paid on Recess, 
Government Employees Are Not
By John E. Warren, DMIN, Publisher

San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper

Guest Column

The latest move of distraction on the part of Presi-
dent Trump has been two-fold. First, the freeing of all 

-
ing the shutdown while the rest of the government goes 

No one is mad about our troops being paid. It’s just 
that it would have been nice if all our government em-

-

These are the people being PAID to legislate as a separate and independent 

-

-

President’s tariffs on imports. This is not true. All the increases in prices on 

ed in the courts with the President’s own 

-
plus that Vice President Vance is citing as the source of funds out of which 

the troops are being paid.
-

-

-
pected to bring out millions of people, there must be a concerted effort to 

Congressional Districts.

image of Donald Trump and those he would select to follow him. Donald 
-

continued threat. The good news is that we can still stop them, in spite of the 

-

.
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The New Inez Nash Park Opens
Special to The Truth

The City of Toledo and community partners celebrated the completion of 
Inez Nash Park with a ribbon-cutting ceremony, marking a major milestone 
in the revitalization of the Warren-Sherman neighborhood. The $2.5 million 
project provides enhanced recreational opportunities and community gather-
ing spaces for residents of all ages.

The park’s design was developed through multiple public engagement 
meetings to ensure community input guided its transformation. The Collab-
orative and Edge Group contributed to the design, while Rudolph Libbe, the 
contractor who built the nearby Wayman D. Palmer YMCA, constructed the 
park.

“Over the past seven years, we’ve invested more than $28 million in park 
improvements across the city, building safer, more welcoming outdoor spac-
es for families in every neighborhood. I’m proud to add Inez Nash Park to 
that list, creating a space where neighbors can connect, play, and grow to-
gether,” Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz said.

The park is designed to provide residents of all ages with safe, modern, and 
accessible spaces to gather, play, and stay active.

Inez Nash Park now features a loop walking trail, two pickleball courts, 
an open-air shelter, a small amphitheater area, a playground for ages 2–5, a 

-
tion provided a generous donation to support the new nature-based education 
and play space as part of its early childhood education initiative.

“The property swap between the City and the YMCA has resulted in a 
huge win for the Wayman Palmer neighborhood. The residents now have a 
state-of-the-art YMCA facility and a brand-new park designed to support the 

and invite the public in to explore the reimagined Inez Nash Park,”
A highlight of the park will be a basketball shoot-around area featuring a 

mural, with the court expected to be completed in the spring of 2026. The 
mural, created by New York City–based visual artist and designer Andrea 
Bergart, is funded through the Arts Commission’s 1% for the Arts program.

“Today marks more than the completion of a park. It represents the full 
transformation of this neighborhood with the new Wayman D. Palmer YMCA 
and Inez Nash Park standing side by side. Together, these spaces are designed 

Eric Williams Wayman Y Executive Director

The ribbon cutting

The pickle ball court

to serve the needs of 
our community for 
generations to come,” 
Brad Toft, President 
and COO of YMCA of 
Greater Toledo, said. 
“We are deeply grateful 
to the City of Toledo 
and Mayor Kapszukie-
wicz for their support 
in making this dream 
a reality. This is a cel-
ebration of partnership, 
progress, and the prom-
ise of a healthier, stron-
ger community.”

“PNC is excited to be 
a part of the transforma-
tion of Inez Nash Park 
and provide a nature-
based space for our 
youngest learners,” Bill 
McDonnell, PNC Bank 
Regional President for 
Toledo and Northwest 
Ohio and YMCA board 
member, said. “Today, 
we see the results of the 
collaboration between 
amazing public and 
private organizations 
to help create fun, edu-
cational resources for 
children and families in 
Toledo.”

“This new Inez Nash 

Par -
itization of investment 
in neighborhood parks 
and playgrounds to en-
hance the quality of life 
in our communities,” 
Rosalyn Clemens, Di-
rector of Housing and 
Community Develop-
ment, said. “We are 
committed to deploying 
a minimum of $1 mil-
lion annually, to com-
plete substantial reno-
vations and upgrades 
to all parks and play-
grounds in underserved 
communities”.

Inez Nash Park has 
long served as a hub for 
the Warren-Sherman 
neighborhood. With its 
new amenities, the park 
encourages active life-
styles, fosters commu-
nity connections, and 
provides a welcoming 
environment for resi-
dents of all ages.



Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

My Ability to Work with Others for the Good 
of Our Community
By Tom Waniewski

Campaigning on the political trail is as adventur-
ous as a hike in the wilderness; you never know what 
you’ll discover. To me, that’s one of the greatest by-

-
reer in journalism, I have always looked at my role in 
life as one in which I can serve God by serving others. 
I was once asked what I am most proud of in my time 

it’s my ability to work with anyone of any ideology for 
the good of our community. It’s why I pursued a career 
that allowed me to spend more than 25 years in television news. 

The role of the journalist – back then anyway – was to be the voice of the 
voiceless. It’s also why I’ve brought to focus my main goal for pursuing a seat on 
Toledo City Council; to be your direct line to City Hall. How many times have 
you had a complaint or a suggestion, and you can’t get through to anyone who’ll 
return your call down at One Government Center. I know. It happened to me 

I remember the elderly woman who wanted a trash can smaller than the 

no one in the city was returning her calls. I had a smaller trash can delivered 

ever get the issue resolved. 
Constituent services is one of three main goals for my campaign. The other 

two are safe streets, and paved streets.

I plan on re-working Block Watch with Toledo Police, so neighbors feel safe 

-
tion app that anyone can download to get immediate notices of certain police 
calls within a one-mile radius of any Toledo address you enter. This allowed 
family members in other parts of the city or country for that matter to keep an 
eye on loved ones from a distance. It also allowed residents to notify police 
quickly if they spot something suspicious. It was anonymous and something 
Toledo Police said helped them solve crimes.

I’ll also work to get more of our streets paved and our decaying city build-
ings back in order by advocating to stop the transfer of money from the Capital 

I started the District Improvement Program (DIP) which allowed district coun-

tailored the legislation as if someone were applying for a grant. The DIP was met 
with so much success, the subsequent administration kept the program.

-
nection could see how the city is spending money. They could also ask ques-
tions of city leaders in real time. 

If you’re looking for someone who works across all party lines (and no party 
lines) for the betterment of our neighborhoods, I hope you’ll cast a vote for me 
to make our neighborhoods the wonderful places we all know they can and 
will be.

be spent on what he calls “safe, clean, resilient neighborhoods.” The plan is 
simple: clean up that which has been neglected. 

“There’s no pride in a city if the blocks look like they’ve been forgotten,” he 

our streets feel safe again.”
He would also like to restore community development corporations (CDCs), 

the heart and blood of communities like LaGrange, Monroe, Dorr and Main 
streets. “Those used to be our open doors,” he says. “Each had its own heart-
beat.” 

Housing is another big topic. Torres feels strongly that affordable homes 

communities.”
-

A History of Mentorship 
Entrepreneurship is a theme that truly lights Torres up. “Toledo was once 

a city full of small businesses,” he says with a grin. “We can be that again.” 
-

ticularly our youth and minority entrepreneurs, giving birth to their startup 

and before long, you’ve got a community full of small business owners feed-
ing their own neighborhoods.”

-
spect. Together they created a youth entrepreneurship program designed to 

He still runs into many of those former students. “They’ll say, ‘Mr. Torres, 

Roberto Torres...continued from page 5 you probably don’t remember me, but I was in that program.’ I say, ‘How 
could I forget?’ That’s the kind of impact that lasts.”

Opening the Door for Everyone
If there’s one word that keeps coming up, it’s inclusion. Torres has a quiet 

conviction that division can’t survive in a city that works for everyone. “We 
can’t grow Toledo if half the residents feel left out,” he says. “When opportuni-

He points to his decades of work with people from every background imag-
inable: Black, Latino, Asian, African, Muslim, Jewish. “We’ve all faced mo-

that inclusion isn’t charity. It’s smart policy.”
-

ledo could be a model for how communities grow together,” he says. “A place 
where diversity isn’t just a talking point, but a strategy.”

Reclaiming Toledo’s Heart
Asked what success would look like years from now, Torres doesn’t hesitate. 

“I want people to say Toledo became an international city under our leader-

He adds, “I have seen what happens when cities begin to lose faith in them-
selves and I have seen the reverse when they start again. I want that second 
story for us.”

This isn’t the voice of a career politician voicing talking points. It’s more 
like a neighbor you’ve known for years, someone who’s worked quietly in the 

And maybe that is the kind of leadership Toledo’s ready for, one built on 
promises kept, partnerships formed, and the belief that real progress happens 
one person at a time.

Learn more about Roberto Torres and his vision for Toledo. Election Day is 
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Carolina Press
$23.00
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Something weird is growing on your kitchen 
sink.

It wasn’t there last night but today? Yeah, and 
it’s not intentional. You need to get rid of it some-
how, wipe it off, kill it, eliminate it altogether or, 
as in the new book Fearless, Sleepless, Death-
less by Maria Pinto, maybe study it and eat it.

Junjo or duppy umbrella.
When Maria Pinto was studying a mushroom species she found in a Target 

parking lot, her mother scoffed. In Jamaica, she said, there were just two kinds 
of mushrooms, which sent Pinto off on a search. The word “junjo” sounded 
like something else, which led to another thought, which took her further down 
the mushroom hole.

As a “melancholic” kid, “weird, queer… a child destined to stay strange,” 
Pinto’d always been fascinated with dirt and the things growing in it. For a 
while, she liked to taste dirt, to know its saltiness. Eventually, she realized that, 
in eating soil, she was also eating a considerable amount of fungus.

Self-taught, her laboratory extended out her front door, surrounding her 
house, and out on nearby trails. She began spending time in wooded areas, 
face to the ground, photographing and getting to know the fungi that she found.

Fungi does not have a “season,” although mushroom-hunting does, and 

Fearless, Sleepless, Deathless: What Fungi 
Taught Me about Nourishment, Poison, Ecology, 
Hidden Histories, Zombies, and Black Survival by 
Maria Pinto
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

Fearless Sleepless Deathless author, courtesy 
Billy Hickey

Pinto enjoys the taste 
-

perimenting with ways 
to make each fungus 
palatable. The smell of 
one kind of mushroom 
can vary from the next; 
sometimes, mushrooms 
smell like something 
you’d never want to eat, 
but in an oddly mouth-
watering way.

Fungus, especially in 
mushroom form, are tainted by race, says Pinto. They were often used as a 
meat substitute when slaves were underfed - and when they were inedible or 
even poisonous, they were quite possibly instruments of revenge on over-
seers or slave masters. 

All mushrooms, Pinto points out, are edible. Some just once.
Dirt. You scrub it off your shoes, tumble it from your clothes, wipe it off 

your hands and watch it swirl down the drain. And after you’ve read Fear-
less, Sleepless, Deathless, you’ll want to look at what’s in it a little closer.

A mycophile is a person who’s interested in mushrooms and fungi, and 
author Maria Pinto may create a few more of them with her guileless obses-
sion with all things mushroom. She’s unabashed in sharing her biography 

appropriate but the body of this book teaches readers to want to open their 
eyes wide to the tiniest things that surround us. Pinto encourages readers to 
get low, to get dirty, to smell and touch and know nature’s hidden things that 
many of us might normally rear away from. That’s a practice that’s easy, 
cheap, and fun.

If you love to eat mushrooms, you enjoy a lighthearted science book, you 
need a new hobby, or you’ve noticed fungi and wondered about it, this book 

 Truly, Fearless, Sleepless, Deathless is a 
book to sink your teeth into.
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Three 
convenient convenient 
ways to vote

 Early, in person

 Absentee by mail

 On Election Day

Valid photo ID is required in Ohio.

Michael Ashford’s Fundraiser at The Peacock 
Cafe
The Truth Staff

Lucas County Recorder Michael Ashford brought together friends, col-
leagues and supporters on Tuesday evening, October 14, for a political fun-
draiser at the Peacock Café. During his address to those gathered in the Café 
meeting room, Ashford spoke of the necessity of being prepared in life and 

-
justices. He also introduced two candidates for Toledo City Council that he 
is endorsing.

Ashford introduced Debroah Barnett, who organizes a series of workshops 

Aging and UAW Local 12. The workshops are designed to inform attend-

loved ones – that can protect an individual and his or her family as circum-
stancess change in life – death, illness, accidents, for example.

Barnett told the audience.

the state and his term as the leader of the Lucas County Democratic Party – 

have ignored injustices over the years for the sake of political expediency.

-

because of his refusal to always toe the party line – especially when it comes 
to who to endorse.

“I can’t tell you who to vote against,” he said, “but I can tell you who to 
vote for.”

And that he did. He introduced two candidates for the at-large City Council 
-

to receive Ashford’s blessing and to put their cases forward.
Johnson, a contractor, said he is “brining a new approach to council.” One 

of his primary concerns is the lack of maintenance within the city. “I’m talk-

ordinary resident, was not “getting the service I felt I deserved as a citizen.”
-

tive, was appointed to council in early 2024 and won a special election later 
that year. “I am an independent thinker, I’m a researcher.” Combining her 

various issues, Jones asked “how can we get healthy and also make some 

Emphasizing the importance of gathering information and data, Jones add-

what makes sense.”
The Ashford fundraiser buffet was catered by Joanne Menefree and Gwen 

Wyse of Tastefully Two Catering and Event Planning

Blair Johnson, Lucas County Recorder Michael Ashford, Lucas County 
Commissioner Anita Lopez, City Councilwoman Brittany Jones, PhD
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E.Q. Stewart; Rev. Damon Horton; Marie Bush, PhD; Pastor Ernest Ologo; Min  Rance Reed

Braden United Methodist Church Celebrates 
117 Years In Service to the Local Community 
The Truth Staff

Braden United Methodist Church held its 117th 
Homecoming Celebration on Sunday, October 12, 
and the congregation honored the special occasion 
to the theme of “Though we are MANY, yet we 
are ONE.” – Romans 12: 1-8.

Sunday’s Order of Service began with a gather-
ing of the congregation at 10 a.m., followed by a 
procession to music and the rhythms of Don Lynn, 
an open hymn by the congregation and the wel-
come be Pastor Rev. Ernest P. Ologo.

Over the past 117 years, Braden UMC has seen 
more than a few changes – locations and pastors.

The church, which once sat at the corner of Law-
rence and Woodruff, was in the center of the city, 
surrounded by families young and old, with vary-
ing professions and diverse in age. In its prime, 

up and down the stairways-in and throughout the 
classrooms for any number of activities including 
Vacation Bible School, The Toledo Ecumenical 
Youth Council, or even the youth choir. 

“New Braden” has now been located within the 
Reynolds Corner area since 2009 and sits next 

of Corinth Baptist Church here in Toledo. Horton pastors Corinth Baptist 
alongside his wife, Marquisa Horton. He has served in the ministry for 20 
years, was ordained in 2016 and elevated to Elder in 2017.

In addition, Horton serves as vice president/program director of Pathway 
for Successful Leadership and is a parent liaison at Imagine Madison School 
for the Arts.

After Horton’s sermon, the congregation presented an offering and Pastor 
Ologo made the closing remarks, followed by a benediction by Rev. William 
Davis.

The congregation was treated to a luncheon in the Wynston Dixon Fellow-
ship Hall following service.

  NAACP 
TOLEDO BRANCH

 Keynote Speaker: 
Dr Larome Myrick, PhD

 Rhode Island Department of
Children, Youth and Families

National Award Winning

 The Fierce Urgency of NOW!

 Mistress of Ceremonies
TaTiana Cash

WTOL 11 Anchor

Entertainment by
DjMoney Mone

Photography by
LaVonda Josette

Special performances by 
Toledo Branch

National ACT-SO competitors 

The NAACP is going GREEN!
Physical tickets will be limited 
Please scan the code and order 
your ticket via Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/110th-freedom-fund-celebration-tickets-1426032193679?aff=oddtdtcreatort

Soloist
Jacob Bates

Spe

NatioN

E

door to the Inverness Club where an annual Independence Day celebration is 
held, as the church hosts a community picnic complete with food and games. 

from 1908 to 1918. Recent pastors have included Rev. Albert Redd (1966 – 
1986); Rev. William Davis (1986 – 1996); Rev. Roland Moore (1996- 2004); 
Rev. Donnetta Peaks (interim 2005); Rev. Wynston Dixon (2005 – 2018); 
Rev. Cecil Fitzgerald Thompson (2018- 2023)

Through the years, although Braden has seen many changes, having had 
two previous locations in Toledo as well as a number of pastors who have 
served the congregation, the church recently entered a new season. 

Pastor Ologo began his service with the church in 2024, following the lead-
ership of his predecessor, Rev. Cecil J. Fitzgerald Thompson, who was also 
present for the 117th celebration.

Marie Bush, PhD, acknowledged the visitors and guests, led a scripture 
reading and introduced the morning speaker, Rev. Damon Horton, pastor 

Rev. Damon Horton, Pastor Ernest Ologo, Min. Rance Reed
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A Premier Night of Giving Back: The 5th 
Annual B.L.A.K. Gala
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

On October 11, 2025, 1983 The Brand held their 5th Annual B.L.A.K. Gala 
at The Premier on Heatherdown. The management and consulting group for 
music, media and entertainment packed their event with vendors, red carpet 
moments and performances. 

Upon guests’ arrival, they were greeted with media attention from Mud Talk 
Podcast, then courted with the opportunity to step on the signature red carpet 
with media starlet, Jenn Rodriguez. These moments gave each individual guest 
a moment to be highlighted and shine much like the talent that lit up the stage. 

Host Montrice Terry kept the stage hot while introducing the talent that fu-
eled the energy of the room. The stage performances included artists selected 
from multi-city auditions, each contributing strong, star energy. Tributes to 
Tina Turner by Kim Anderson and to Luther Vandross from Lamar Anthem 
followed the original musical sets by Kayla Renee and YLA, accompanied by 
the live 1983 Music Band. 

The magnitude of media moments and glorious entertainment selection were 

back to community pillars. 
The B.L.A.K. Gala event has grown to host over 450+ guests in attendance 

to patron vendors, donate to community initiatives, and honor the evening’s 
Awardees. The gala’s acronym, meaning Balance Life Acquire Knowledge, 

House, The Program, Inc., and Isaiah 117 House. 
“We throw this gala for the community; it has not been about us,” said Ja-

son Rayford, 1983 The Brand Founder. This year, the gala honored the pro-
gram Brothers United under Avis Files, the director of Family and Supportive 
Services at Pathway Inc. Files launched Brothers United in 2015 to empower 

expanded from supporting young fathers and men to also providing tailored 
programs for mothers and encouraging co-parenting. These initiatives have 

and community strength.
 “Fathers are the most important to the family,” stated Files. She left the stage 

energized by her mission to uplift Black male empowerment as a vital, but 
sometimes overlooked, element of community advancement. 

Toledo City Councilwoman Vanice Williams presents 
proclamation of recognition to Jason Rayford, 

alongside Councilman John Hobbs

work was not the only 
impact recognized that 
evening. Jason Ray-
ford also received a 
resolution from the 
Toledo City Council 
acknowledging 1983 
The Brand’s B.L.A.K. 
Gala for cultural excel-
lence and community 
advancement. This rec-
ognition highlighted 
Rayford’s dedication 
to designing an event 
that directly supports 

through annual chari-
table giving, vendor op-
portunities, and celebra-
tion of positive local 
initiatives. It was a full 
circle moment for the 
individuals and founder 
Rayford, who has con-
sistently worked to cu-
rate an event as mean-
ingful as its mission. 

The B.L.A.K. Gala is 
just one milestone event 
of 1983 the Brand. The 
group hosts opportu-
nities for community 
connection and enter-
tainment throughout the 
year. Their consistent 
community involve-
ment has everyone ea-
ger for the growth of 
the gala event so it is to 
become marked as the 
must-attend event of the 
year. 

Three convenient convenient 
ways to vote

Valid photo ID is required in Ohio.

 Early, in person

 Absentee by mail

 On Election Day

Pathway Brothers United’s Avis Files accepts the 2025 
recognition plaque

Jason Rayford stands with gala planning committee

Mud Talk podcast guest Raya Love and host Ty 
Cleveland greet guests at the door with livesteam over-

view of event happenings
Singer YLA takes the 

stage for her performance
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