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Community Calendar
October 19
St. Paul A.M. E. Zion Church: Connectional Lay Sunday; 11am;  Speaker 
Deborah Sims of St. Paul; Colors - black and gold; MASKS OPTIONAL

October 21
Toledo NAACP general public and membership meeting: 5 pm; 1326 Colling-
wood Blvd

October 25
Grace Community Center Homecoming & Harvest Fest: 1 to 4 pm; Pumpkin 
decrotating, face painting, country dancing, picnic style meal: 419-248-2467

October 26
Calvary Baptist Church 96th Anniversary: 11:00 am; Special guest pastor 
Roger Carson Gracepoint Church

The future belongs to those who organize it.                      
                                             
                                - Ralph Helstein  

The Scramble for the Gavel
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

The mad scramble to replace Carrie Hartman’s unexpected and seemingly 
sudden resignation as president of Toledo City Council will reveal not only 
who’s ambitious, but also who truly understands the mechanics of power.

Names of potential successors currently circulating include Vanice Wil-
liams, Nick Komives, Teresa Morris and Cerssandra McPherson, among 
others. Each brings energy and experience, but their ability to organize a 
winning coalition remains to be seen. “They’re scraping but not all on the 
same page and are unable to lobby for the votes to give them a majority,” one 

That word — caucus — holds the key to Toledo’s political future.
Williams has been heavily campaigning for the position. She appears to 

be the early frontrunner, thanks to her close alignment with Mayor Wade 
Kapszukiewicz, who casts a large shadow over One Government Center. Her 
relationship with the administration could give the mayor what every mu-
nicipal chief executive wants — a cooperative council president.

Critics, however, see this as a liability. “If the mayor doesn’t have some-
body willing to rubber-stamp everything he wants, he’s got a big problem,” 
another political observer told me. Williams could solve that conundrum, 

-
dence.

Komives, respected for his policy focus, is also “working it, absolutely,” 
but has yet to garner a visible coalition. Morris, the current vice president, 
is steady and respected but non-committal. McPherson, a perennial hopeful, 
possesses community credibility but has secured limited traction thus far.

whether the process will produce leadership — or merely management.
The Missing Bloc
Today, African American members hold four of Toledo City Council’s 

twelve seats, and those of Hispanic heritage occupy two others.
Yet their collective power remains underdeveloped. Despite numerical 

strength, there is little evidence of strategic unity — no common agenda, 
-

sources.
That absence matters. Because six votes, when organized, can determine what 

legislation advances, what committees matter and who becomes president.
But six individual votes, cast separately, will continue to be ignored. There-

fore, it is essential now to elect someone as president of the council who can 
effectively unite people. 

If Toledo’s Black leadership acted with the same strategic purpose that ani-
mated the Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) in Washington, D.C., which fa-
mously declared that “Black people have no permanent friends, no permanent 
enemies, only permanent interests,” they could transform city governance. 

Imagine a Toledo Council Black Caucus (TCBC) that negotiates together 
as a bloc: “We’ll deliver our four or six votes for president (or other agenda 
items) if our communities receive proportional resources, investment, and 
respect.” That’s not division; that’s democracy at work.

A Short-Term Presidency, a Long-Term Test
Hartman’s successor will serve only until January, when a new council 

reorganizes. But symbols matter, and who ultimately grasps the gavel could 

The truth is: Representation without coordination produces visibility but 
not results. Therefore, the next level of Toledo’s Black political maturity 

From Representation to Power
The Congressional Black Caucus, established in 1971 as a non-partisan 

Americans and others of similar experience and situation,” taught us that 
political maturity begins with unity of purpose. 

Founders Charles Diggs of Michigan, Shirley Chisholm of New York, 
Louis Stokes of Ohio and Bill Clay of Missouri didn’t wait to be invited; they 
organized, negotiated and insisted on reciprocity. Toledo’s Black leadership 
has that same opportunity now — to caucus, unify, coordinate and claim 
what has long been theirs by right and representation.

the next council president may only serve a few months. But what happens 
between now and then could determine whether Toledo remains a city man-
aged by personalities — or led by a coalition with purpose.

whether Toledo’s Black leadership will harness its power or let it pass them 
by, continuing to leave our community on the outside looking in.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org 

NAACP
TOLEDO BRANCH

Keynote Speaker:
Dr Larome Myrick, PhD

Rhode Island Department of
Children, Youth and Families

National Award Winning

The Fierce Urgency of NOW!

Mistress of Ceremonies
TaTiana Cash

WTOL 11 Anchor

Entertainment by
DjMoney Mone

Photography by
LaVonda Josette

Special performances by
Toledo Branch

National ACT-SO competitors

The NAACP is going GREEN!
Physical tickets will be limited
Please scan the code and order
your ticket via Eventbrite

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/110th-freedom-fund-celebration-tickets-1426032193679?aff=oddtdtcreatort

Soloist
Jacob Bates

Spe

NaN tio

E
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

Fearing a Second Blacklist?
The March on Washington shows how artists, through solidarity and courageous love, 
helped bring the last one to an end.
By Ben Jealous

Guest Column

Everywhere I go lately, people whisper the 
same question: are we sliding into another black-
list era? They point to what happened to Stephen 
Colbert. They point to what happened to Jimmy 
Kimmel. They point to other entertainers whose 
shows, jokes, or politics suddenly seemed to cost 
them work.

The fear is real. The memory of Hollywood’s 
-

tors were cast out of their professions under suspicion of disloyalty or mere 

hyper-partisan media and culture-war politics, it feels dangerously relevant 
again.

So what do we do about it?
Part of the answer will, as always in America, involve lawsuits. John 

Henry Faulk’s case against AWARE, Inc. in the 1950s proved that in a 
courtroom, lies can be punished and reputations can be restored. That vic-
tory helped to collapse the blacklist. But legal action, powerful as it can be, 
has never been the whole story.

gavel, but from a march. On August 28, 1963, hundreds of thousands gath-
ered at the Lincoln Memorial for the March on Washington for Jobs and 
Freedom. The headliners were Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and A. Philip 

-

Poitier, Harry Belafonte, Lena Horne, Charlton Heston, Marlon Brando, 

Carroll and more.
And I say this as someone who has studied and lived these movements: 

later remembered for his role in Easy Rider, was a working actor whose 
career was scarred by the blacklist, forcing him to shift into directing. Yet 
he still took enormous risks to support the movement. 

cases, feared more by segregationists than the Black activists themselves. 
His courage was echoed decades later by his daughter, Soleil Moon Frye 

the White House protesting for voting rights. That’s what solidarity across 
generations looks like.

Here’s the crucial point: those artists protected each other. One lone actor 
might have been blackballed. But when Brando, Poitier, Belafonte, Heston, 

all stood together, the studios couldn’t punish them all. Safety came in 
numbers. Their collective presence made clear that the blacklist had lost 
its grip.

The very next day, King and Randolph headlined a socialist convention 
-

ticipant on a blacklist. Two days later, the actors who had risked standing 
in Washington went back to work. Their phones still rang. The studios still 
hired them. Their careers were intact.

In short: they had gone to Washington to demand freedom for Black 
Americans, and they returned home with a renewed freedom of their own. 

and the country that the blacklist no longer held.
That’s the deeper lesson for us now. Lawsuits may help. Court battles 

may chip away at injustices. But the true end of a blacklist comes when 

blacklist of its power.
If we are, in fact, drifting toward a second blacklist era, the way out will 

legal victories, but in the collective courage of people willing to risk their 
own status to defend the dignity of others. The artists who marched in 1963 
helped to liberate Black people. And they also helped free themselves.

Ben Jealous is a professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania, 
the former head of the NAACP, and the son of two civil rights workers — 
one Black and one white — who both took great risks in the movement.
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Toledo Free Press Voter’s Guide: 2025
By Stephen Zenner

 

In partnership with 
Jaden Jefferson Reports, 
La Prensa, The Sojourn-
er’s Truth, and WTOL11

November is not so far 
off, and with it comes a 
general election with the 
potential of mixing up 
much of Lucas County’s 

elected in Lucas Coun-
ty during the Tuesday, 

Trustees, mayors and city council members may all see some changes as people 

Six At-Large City Council positions and the city’s main executive one, the 

As we continue to cover these candidates, we will add to the guide up until the 

Mayoral Candidates
Wade Kapszukiewicz
Political Experience: 
Mayor of Toledo 2018-present
Chairman of the Lucas County Landbank from 2010-2019
Lucas County Treasurer 2005-2018
Toledo City Council Member from 1999-2003
Education:
Undergraduate: Bachelor’s in journalism and political science from Mar-

... continued on page 5

Professional experience: 
Worked for New Ohio Institute, a public policy research organization that 

studied issues affecting Ohio’s urban areas
Taught at both Lourdes University and Owens Community College as an 

Website and links:

joined Jaden Jefferson on Community Focus in April 2025 to make his case 
for another four years, provide a view of where the city is headed, and re-

Roberto Torres
Stephen Zenner sits down with Independent 

mayoral candidate Roberto Torres to talk about 
his experiences working in Cleveland and De-

of them discuss the candidate’s philosophy on 
economic development, local political differ-
ences, and how his experience growing up in a 

Political Experience:

Inclusion for Detroit, Michigan 2018-2025

2015

Director of the Toledo Youth Commission Toledo, Ohio 1998-2003
Education: 

1985 
Professional Experience: 
Consultant with Catholic Youth and School Services in Toledo
United States Marine Corps 

-

Focus about his previous experience, economic plans, on thoughts on the 

the January 22, 2025 issue – “Back in the Game: Roberto Torres’ Mayoral 
Ambitions”

At-Large Toledo City Council Candidate

Brittany D. Jones, PhD
Political Experience: 
City Council Member At-Large since February 

-

Education: 
Undergraduate: Bachelor of Arts Public Affairs, Journalism The Ohio 

State University 2009
-

ning from
Wayne State University 2015
PhD: Doctor of Philosophy in spatial integrated social science from the
University of Toledo 2021
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Voter’s Guide... continued from page 4

... continued on page 12

Website: brittany4toledo.com/
Jones spoke with The Sojourner’s Truth reporter Asia Nail in the Septem-

ber 17, 2025 issue: Brittany Jones: “From Writer to Leader, A Journey of 
Service and Survival”

Edwin J. Beczynski
Education: 
High School: Bowsher High School, 1980
Professional experience:
Served in the United States Air Force from 1980-1985
Local Restauranteur
Website: edfortoledo.com/
Toledo Chamber blog
September 23, 2025 edition of Jaden Jefferson’s Community Focus: To-

ledo business owner and city council candidate Ed Beczynski answers the 
question of if he’ll still be involved in his businesses, if elected; discusses 
neighborhood redevelopment; and offers his take on other matters.

Mac Driscoll
Political Experience: 
Has served as City Council Member At-Large since February 2024
Education:
Undergraduate: University of Toledo 2014
Graduate: Cleveland State University 2018
Website: macfortoledo.com/
In December 2024, Jaden Jefferson spoke with Toledo City Council At-

Large Member Mac Driscoll on Community Focus. Driscoll discussed the 
mayor’s proposed budget for 2025 — and discusses what he’s heard from 
residents.

Blair M. Johnson 
Professional Experience: 
BMJ Enterprises, General Contractor and Handy-

man
BMJ Auto & Logistics LLC Owner
Breaking the Glass Founder
Project Toledo 419
Education: 
High School: Start High School
Associate: Owens Community College, Criminal Justice and Corrections
Undergraduate: Attended University of Toledo
Contact information:
Phone: 419-407-6512
Email: BlairJohnson4Toledo@gmail.com
Website: blairjohnson4toledo.com/
Social media: facebook.com/BlairJohnson4Toledo
To learn more about Blair Johnson, read “Fixing What’s Broken: A Con-

versation with BMJ Enterprises Founder and City Council Candidate” by 
Asia Nail with The Sojourner’s Truth, one of our TFP Voting Guide partners.

in the world of local politics. In Jaden Jefferson’s September 15 edition of 
Community Focus, Johnson discusses his run for an at-large seat on Toledo 

City Council.
Nick Komives
Political Experience: 
Toledo City Council Member At-Large since 2018
Professional Experience: 
Executive Director of Equality Toledo since 2015

Education: 
Undergraduate: The University of Toledo Bachelor of Arts in Law and So-

cial Thought, 2012
Associates: Owens Community College Associates in Arts in English, 2010
Social media: facebook.com/nickkomives
For more information on Nick Komives, take a look at this WTOL11 in-

terview with him from September. WTOL11 is a media partner of the Toledo 
Free Press. On September 17, 2025, Komives spoke with The Sojourner’s 
Truth Reporter Rev. D.L. Perryman – thetuthtoledo.com

Erin Kramer
Professional Experience: 
Owens Community College Director of Admissions, Adjunct Instructor, 

Admissions Representative, 2017-present
University of Toledo Success Coach, Adjunct Instructor, 2007-2019
Education:
Undergraduate: University of Toledo Bachelor of Arts in Communication 

1996
Graduate: University of Toledo Master of Arts in English Literature 2005
Website: kramerforcouncil.com
Erin Kramer is a Democrat seeking an at-large seat on Toledo City Coun-

cil. In this Community Focus interview with Jaden Jefferson, she discusses 
economic development, housing, youth programming and more.

Cerssandra McPherson
Political Experience:
Toledo City Council Member At-Large since 

2020
Professional Experience: 
Special education paraprofessional for 32 years 

in Toledo Public Schools
Website: mcphersonforcouncil.com/meet_

cerssandra
Councilwoman McPherson spoke with The So-

journer’s Truth Rev. D.L. McPherson in The Truth’s 01.07.21 issue – “Jump-
ing in at the Deep End”

Tom Names
Political Experience:
Involved in northwest Ohio politics since 2017, when he ran for Toledo 

Council but was defeated in the primary.
In 2019, Names ran for Toledo City Council again for the District 5 seat; 

he lost to Sam Melden 
In 2020, Names ran for Lucas County Commissioner as a Republican, los-

ing to Tina Wozniak. 
Groups:
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Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur

Marcy Kaptur Explains the Cost of GOP Budget 
to Ordinary Americans
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur held an information session on Thursday, 
October 9, at Nexus Health Care to discuss the ongoing government shut-
down and to explain why the Democratic Party is insistent on ensuring that 
any deal on a continuing resolution to fund the government includes funding 
for the Affordable Care Act (Obamacare) subsidies.

“We are in suspended animation now,” said Kaptur of the current impasse 
that began on October 1. “Health insurance is going to become unaffordable 
on November 1,” she added because of the impact of the recently passed pro-
visions in the Big Beautiful Bill that President Trump insisted congressional 
Republicans pass.

“This is a life and death issue for us here in Ohio, Kaptur added noting that 
about 500,000 Ohioans have health insurance though the ACA and that the 
BBB will cause premiums to rise so dramatically that many will not be able 
to keep that insurance.

According to Americans Covered, under the GOP budget, premiums would 
more than double for Ohioans if the ACA Enhanced Premium Tax Credit 
expire. For a family of four earning $64,000, the current annual premium 
of $788 will rise to $2,571. For a senior couple earning $82,800 a year, the 

annual premium, currently $4,464, will be $15,000 under the GOP budget.
Keep Americans Covered is a coalition of the health care community, rep-

resenting patients, consumers, doctors, hospitals, health insurers and em-
ployers in an effort to keep health care affordable for Americans

The Trump-backed BBB, said Kaptur, was designed to be “the biggest 
transfer of wealth from the American people to the superrich in the history 
of our country.”

Kaptur noted that she does not believe that the members of Congress can-
not solve the problem themselves. “The [Republican] members of Congress 
will not defy [Trump].”

She believes that the only solution is for the four congressional leaders 
– Democrats Sen. Chuck Schumer, Rep. Hakeem Jeffries and Republicans 
Sen. John Thune and Rep. Mike Johnson – to get together with Trump so that 
Trump himself can keep the funding for the ACA alive. 

If funding for the ACA is not continued, Kaptur foresees dire circumstanc-
es for the nation. “There is nothing to replace the Affordable Care Act … 
emergency rooms will be overcrowded with very stressed hospitals.” Espe-
cially hard hit will be people and hospitals in rural areas, she said. Already 
two rural hospitals in her district have been forced to close.

Dr. Johnathan Ross, a now-retired internal medicine specialist, spoke about 
the impact of the GOP budget on those who will not be able to afford the 
pricier premiums.

“This budget is immoral … tens of millions will lose coverage,” said Dr. 
Ross. “People will get sick, come to care late and will die. This is a moral 
failure; we are failing morally as a nation.”

Dr. Ross opined that the “ACA was almost miraculous” in the coverage 
it has provided to so many citizens but with the new budget much of that 
protection will disappear for so many. He also said that the ACA actually 
has helped to grow the economy as it has provided a way for small business 
owners to offer protection for staff. Those businesses, he added, will be in 
jeopardy of collapsing due to the additional operating costs.

that the wealthy can get a tax cut,” he said.
Also lending his voice to the concern about the impact of the BBB on citi-

zens was Dr. Anthony Pattin, PharmD, who has opened the Junction Family 
Pharmacy during the last year.

“These are people’s lives,” said Dr. Pattin of his clients. “I can’t imagine 
more people losing their insurance … this will be costly for all of us.”

Dr. Anthony Pattin, Congresswoman Macy Kaptur, Dr. Johnathan Ross
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Make History, Toledo
Why Writing in HAROLD HARRIS Could Be a Game-Changer

By Asia Nail
The Sojourner’s Truth Newspaper 

(September 3, 2025)

This November, voters have 
a rare chance to write a new 
chapter—literally.  What if I told 
you that one pen—yours—could 
change the future of an entire 
city?

This November, Toledo voters 
have a unique opportunity. You 
won’t see his name printed on 
the ballot. But if you’re paying 
attention around town, you’ve 
definitely seen the signs:  “Write 
In HAROLD HARRIS for Mayor.”

HAROLD HARRIS isn’t your 
typical candidate. He’s not part 
of the political machine. He’s a 
retired U.S. Air Force veteran, 
a lifelong Toledoan, and a man 
who says this race isn’t about 
power—it’s about people.

And if you think a write-in can-
didate can’t win? Think again.  
Yes, Write-In Candidates Have 
Won Before

Across the country, underdog 
write-ins have pulled off stun-
ning victories:

• Lisa Murkowski (Alaska)
made U.S. history in 2010 
when she won re-election to 
the U.S. Senate as a write-
in—one of the only people 
in American history to do it 
statewide.

• In Pocomoke City, Maryland, 
Chuck Moore for ot to le his 
paperwork—but the people 
loved him so much, they wrote 
in his name and made him 
mayor anyway.

• In 2021, a man named Cal-
vin Brown won a seat on the 
city council in Arkansas as a 
write-in after voters said, “We 
trust him. Period.”

Each of those races had one 
thing in common: The people 
didn’t wait for permission. They 
showed up, wrote the name in, 
and changed the game.

Now it’s Toledo’s turn. And the 
name to write? HAROLD HARRIS.  
One Name to Remember

Write-in campaigns aren’t just 
rare—they’re hard. But Harold 
Harris is ready for the challenge.

“I know I’ll have to work twice 
as hard just to get the word out,” 
he said. “But that’s okay. I’m 

Learn more about the campaign and how to write in HAROLD HARRIS at haroldharrisfortoledo.com.

THIS IS AN ADVERTISEMENT PAID FOR BY HAROLD HARRIS

HOW TO VOTE FOR A WRITE-IN CANDIDATE: Darken the oval 
( ) next to the blank line by tapping on the oval.  Then use 
key pad to “write-in” candidate’s name: Harold Harris -- You 
just voted! Thank You!

For Mayor
(Vote for not more than 1)

Write-In________________________________________________________Harold HarrisSAMPLE BALLOT
MPLE BALLOT
MPLE BALLOT
MPLE BALLOT

Write-InWrite-In_____________________Harold HarrisHarold Harris

not afraid of hard work. And if 
enough people believe in this 
vision, we can do something his-
toric together.”

He knows many people have 
never written in a name on a bal-
lot before, and he wants to make 
it as simple as possible. “When 
you get to the section for mayor, 
just take your time, and write in: 
HAROLD HARRIS. First name, 
last name. That’s it. That’s how 
we make this real.”

A Veteran for the People
When I asked HAROLD HARRIS 

what made him decide to run, he 
didn’t talk about power or poli-
tics. He talked about everyday 
people.

“I didn’t plan on this,” he said. 
“I am retired. But folks kept com-
ing up to me—neighbors, com-
munity members—and saying, 
‘Harold, you should run. We need 
someone we trust in office.’”

Harold Harris served 20 years 
in the U.S. Air Force during the 
Vietnam, peacetime and Gulf 
War eras. After that, he worked a 
variety of jobs, then retired fully. 
But when he looked around our 
city, the one he was born in and 
has lived in for over 60 years, he 
said he couldn’t stay quiet any 
longer.

“I’ve seen parts of Toledo that 
have been left behind,” he said. 
“I’ve seen people asking for help 
and not getting answers. I knew I 
had to do something.”

Not Just a Mayor—
The People’s Mayor

Harold Harris calls himself 
“The People’s Mayor,” and he 
means it.

“If you write in my name, 
you’re hiring me to do a job,” he 
said. “And my job is to work for 
you.”

He wants to bring leadership 
that’s about listening, not lectur-
ing. Service, not status.

“Too many politicians forget 
who they work for,” he said. “If 
the people put me in, I’m show-
ing up for them—every day.”

Real Plans, Real Leadership

What will he focus on rst
• Gun violence and community 

safety. “Many neighborhoods 
sound like war zones. That’s 
not normal,” he said. “We need 
o cers who build relation-
ships, not just respond to 
crime.”

• Better roads, not just in 
wealthy neighborhoods. 
“Everyone deserves safe, driv-
able streets.”

• Transparency in spending. 
“The people deserve to know 
where every dollar goes.”

And above all, a mayor who 
sees and serves everyone.

A Campaign for All
Harold Harris wants voters to 

know—this isn’t just about one 

part of town. It’s not about one 

race, one income level, or one 

group of people.

“Whether you live in Old Or-

chard or the East Side, whether 

you’re Black, White, Latino, 

Asian—this city belongs to all 

of us,” he said. “I don’t look at 

skin color. I look at people. And 

I believe we can do better—for 

everybody.”

Why It Matters Right Now
Let’s be honest: people are 

tired. Tired of broken promises. 

Tired of feeling like nothing ever 

changes. But HAROLD HARRIS 

believes this election is different.

“This is your moment,” he said. 

“This is how we take the city 

back. One vote at a time. One 

name at a time.”

All it takes is writing in HAR-

OLD HARRIS.  That’s it. No 

special form. No complicated 

process.

Just these simple words on 

your ballot:  HAROLD HARRIS.

Be Part of the Movement
You can do more than vote. You 

can tell a friend. Call your auntie. 

Text your cousins. Post it online. 

Put it in the group chat. Remind 

people:

“Hey, don’t forget—you have to 

physically write in HAROLD HAR-

RIS for Mayor.”

Because this election isn’t just 

about politics—it’s about power.

Your power.

Our power.

And if enough of us rise up and 

write his name in, we won’t just 

be casting votes—we’ll be making 

history.
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The NexGen honorees

... continued on page 9

The African American Legacy Project’s Legends 
Celebration 2025
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

The 21st annual African American Legay Project’s Legends Celebra-
tion weekend began at the Toledo Club on Friday, October 10, with a 
hospitality reception. Six area luminaries were honored for their long-
time service to the greater community while eight youngsters were also 
recognized for their potential for service.

The evening began with a meet and greet as the honorees mingled with 
their families and friends enjoying a buffet meal and cocktails before 
Robert Smith, founder and CEO of the AALP, opened the proceedings.

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz brought plaques from the City of Toledo 
commemorating the long-time contributions of the honorees to the com-
munity and Crystal Harris Darnell, Lucas County Director of Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion brought commemorative plaques from the county.

This year’s Legends are Cecelia Adams, PhD; Laneta Goings; J.D. 
Jackson; Richard Jackson; Dr. Warren Marshall, DDS; Flute Rice. Rice 
is being honored posthumously.

The African American 
Legacy Project 2025 
Legends Luncheon
By Emily R. Evans

“A legacy of Leadership” Preserving the past and gifting the future!
On Saturday , October 11, the African-American Legacy Project held its 

annual Legends luncheon at The Pinnacle and inducted six noteworthy To-
ledoans into the Legends Hall. 

The program started off with a musical interlude as everyone singing “Lift 
Every Voice and Sing” followed by  a welcome by emcees Kristian Brown 
of 13abc news and Marsha  Bonhart, a Scott High School graduate, veteran 
newscaster and media consultant. 

NexGen, a new AALP youth engagement initiative designed to identify, 
celebrate and prepare the next generation of African American leaders, 
was guided by a panel of local leaders including Ian Townsend, business 
development manager with the Lathrop Company; Ron Rice, retired TPS 
educator, Toledo City Councilwoman Bittany Jones, PhD; Cecelia Ad-
ams, PhD, retired school board and city councilwoman.

This year’s youth celebrants are: Lydia Myrick, Kurtiss Whitman, Au-
brey Massey, Minnie Jean McMillian, Khali Moore, Brooklynn Harrison, 
Pay’Von Parker and Joy Green.

Richard Jackson, Laneta Goings, Dr. Warren Marshall, DDS

Robert Smith with Ronnie Rice (Flute Rice’s son), Cecelia Adams, PhD; J.D. Jackson
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...continued on page 12

African American Legacy... continued from page 8

Robert Smith

This year’s Legends were introduced and presented their Kente cloths by 
their attendees.

Musical selections were offered by Vicky Simpson, an invocation by Min-
ister Bill Harris of Rapture Ministries and lunch  was served while songs 
were sung and  remarks were  made by Romulus Durant, EdD, superinten-
dent at Toledo Public school. 

This year’s Legends are:
Cecelia M. Adams, PhD, is a native of Toledo, Ohio and product of Toledo 

Public schools, Adams continued onto higher education, earning a bachelor 
of science degree in biological sciences and chemistry from Mary Mann Col-
lege, a master of education, education specialist and a PhD in educational 
administration and supervision. At the  age of 21, Adams began teaching. 
She taught science in the Toledo public school system for the next 14 years. 
In 2011 she began serving on TPS school board and in 2015 began service 
on the Toledo City Council..

Laneta Goings  was born and raised in Toledo graduating from Libby High 
School and the University of Toledo with the bachelor of arts degree as a 
nontraditional student in 1974. she joined the Toledo Blade and retired as 
vice president of the Blade foundation in 2001 and as a realtor in 2023. She 
received a 2018 Realtor community service awards and the 2014 national 
Association of Realtor Good Neighbor Award. Goings is a president and 

books for boys and young men to inspire them to become lifelong readers. 
J.D. Jackson, at age 12, won the Toledo blade Christmas coloring contest 

amongst 6,000 entries.  He was recipient of numerous Toledo art grants and 
awards throughout his middle and high school years. Jackson completed his 

-
sity school of art as a postgraduate student at Michigan State University. he 
earned his MSA in 1972 and visual art/painting and drawing he studied under 
American regional painter and the photographer John S. Martelly.

Jackson’s career has produced a long list of recognition and awards for 
his work, exhibited in galleries and museums nationally, including lots, To-
ledo Museum of art, the farms Gallery, Cincinnati, Ohio, the KRESGE Art 
Museum, East Lansing, Michigan, the CINQUE Gallery, New York and the 
Columbus Museum of Art he was invited to New Delhi India by national  
poet Darshan , to create a series of motive for a 15 – volume anthology with 
international recognition?

Richard Jackson, a native of toledo, attended Toledo public schools and 
graduated from St. Francis de Sales High School where he excelled in ath-

letics. He obtained his 
bachelors and masters 
degrees from the Uni-
versity of Toledo, spe-
cializing in education 
in public school admin-
istration, and supervi-
sion. Jackson continued  
his schooling at Bowl-
ing Green State univer-
sity, where he earned 
his superintendent cer-

He spent 31 years as 
an administrator with 
TPS from assistant 
principal to assistant 
superintendent.

Dr. Warren Marshall, 
DDS, is a 1966 graduate 
of Jesup W. Scott High 
school.  He earned his 
undergraduate degree 
from Texas Southern 
university in Houston, 
Texas and his doctorate 
of dental surgery from 
the Meharry Medi-
cal College, School of 
Dentistry, in Nashville, 
Tennessee in 1977. He 
was in the United States 
Air Force from 1966 to 
1970 as an enlisted air-

-
dinator. After graduat-
ing from this school, he 
was commissioned as 
captain in the US  and 

-
Legends Laneta Goings and Cecelia Adams with 

NexGen awardees
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Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and breath-
taking views! Stop in today to see our
beautifully landscaped grounds,
resort-like swimming pool and
clubhouse with its fully-equipped
fitness center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
P: 419-842-8480  E: investekmanagement.com

Welcome Home to Beautiful Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Neda Archie of CHARTcuterie Creations

Olivia Holden Hosts a Gathering for a Few 
Close Friends
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

Last Friday, Olivia Holden, executive director 
of Assets Toledo, brought together about a dozen 
and a half Toledoans, outstanding women each 
and every one, for a luncheon at the Assets head-
quarters in order to meet new friends and build 
new bridges.

“Why not connect people?” asked Holden at the 
start of the luncheon. “I didn’t want people who 
are in the news every day, I wanted people whom I 
have gotten something from and, each of you, trust 
me, have given me more than you’ll ever know.”

The luncheon, catered by CHARTcuterie Cre-
ations by Neda Archie, was itself outstanding, 
featuring a buffet of curried cashew chicken sal-
ad, deviled eggs, along with assorted fruits and 
pastries.

Holden requested that each guest sit at a table 
with someone whom she had never met

“The goal [today] is for you to meet someone 
else that you have never met before and from this 
day forward you are going to have a buddy,” she 
told them. “As you talk to each other, you are go-

So this is your assignment, to meet somebody and 
help them; that is why you are here today.”

Holden noted that the luncheon had already 
gotten off to a good start when one guest, Valerie 
Simmons-Walston, arrived with gift bags for the 
other attendees, without being asked to do so.

know you icebreaker,” – a quiz of 10 questions 

who answered the questions: what song would 
you play when you walk into a room; what ex-
cites you; if you were a mascot, what would it be; 
if you could teleport anywhere for dinner, where 
would you go; which app on your phone gets the 
most screen time; what’s your favorite thing to do 
on a nothing day; what piece of advice do you still 
live by; what’s a smell that makes you happy; if 
you get $10,000 to spend today, what are you buy-
ing; what is the most unhinged but true thing you 
have ever said in a meeting?

Next up for the guests, after they connected with 
each other, is to continue those connecting activi-
ties with a group of mentees in the near future.

Kristie Knighten and Stayce Fowler

Nicole Brock and Olivia Holsen

Nicole Wilson, Cookie Baylis, Christina Williams, 
Jean Billops Deborah Barnett and Valerie Simmons-Walston

Anita Madison, Deborah Williams, Julia LeeOlivia Holden and Tonia Saunders



Shanna Smith and Lisa Rice recollect 
experiences with TFHC in Keynote 

discussion with George Thomas, CEO and 
General Counsel of TFHC

Toledo’s Fair Housing Center Marks 50 Years 
of Eliminating Housing Discrimination
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

Toledo Fair Housing Center (TFHC) celebrated 50 years of service to the 
Toledo community on October 4 at the Toledo Museum of Art’s Glass Pa-
vilion by dedicating their work to eliminate housing discrimination through 
advocacy, education and investigation. 

Since its founding in 1975, Toledo’s Fair Housing Center has grown from 
a grassroots effort to guard against neighbor retaliation and redlining into a 
major force shaping housing policy in northwest Ohio. As the Center enters 
its 50th year, its history is marked by landmark cases, legislative wins and 
policy changes that have expanded access to fair housing setting precedents 
far beyond Toledo’s borders.

During the celebration the center recognized the individuals that have been 
-

ident and CEO of National Fair Housing Alliance(NFHA; Shanna Smith, 
founding executive director of TFHC and co-founder NFHA; Stephan Dane; 

-

The Toledo Fair Housing Center was founded by neighborhood activists, 
-

cerned citizens. Shanna Smith detailed how the decision was made to form a 
board not just represented by the industry professionals but also by “people 
of the neighborhood.” 

She shared her experience on embarking dangerous sexual harassment case 
that became the precedent of the center’s investigative practices to uncover 
systemic issues in housing policies. “As a counselor you can’t just stop at the 
cases, you have to protect the people” stated Smith. 

The Center had a groundbreaking role in Harrison v. Heinzroth, which be-

to successfully challenge 
redlining under the Fair 
Housing Act. John Harri-
son sued Otto G. Heinzeroth 
Mortgage Co. after being 
told he would need a 40 to 
50 percent down payment to 
buy a home in Toledo’s Old 
West End because the neigh-
borhood was transitioning 
racially from white to black. 

The court found that the 
company’s refusal to offer conventional mortgage terms based on the area’s 
racial composition violated federal fair housing laws. The decision estab-
lished that discrimination in lending can occur not only because of who the 
borrower is, but also because of where they seek to live. 

Over its 50 years, the Fair Housing Center has investigated more than 
12,000 complaints of housing discrimination and recovered over $33 million 
for victims. It has also shaped public policy, landlord education and the in-
vestigative strategies to ensure the federal and local government enforcement 
of fair housing laws.

As it enters this milestone year, the Center is focused on tackling persistent 
barriers: housing quality, accessibility, criminal history screening and ensuring 
that neighborhoods are reinvested in equitably. The Toledo Fair Housing Center 
details services, how to support, and to get involved on their site toledofhc.org.
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Coalition for Peaceful Toledo Neighborhoods
American Legion
Tree Toledo
Sylvania Moose Lodge
Bavarian Sports Club
Hungarian Club
Professional Experience: 
Worked at Solid Fuels Technology
Principal Engineer at Burns and Roe Enterprises, Inc.
Education: 
Northern Valley Regional High School at Old Tappan
Undergraduate: Bachelors of Science in Mechanical Engineering at La-

fayette College
Website: toledovotes.com/candidate/tom-names/
Social Media: facebook.com/Tom4Toledo
Contact: TomNames2019@gmail.com
Tom Names, a candidate for an at-large seat on council, talks about his 

plans on Jaden Jefferson’s Community Focus.

Rob Pasker
Professional Experience: 
Won 20 under 40 Toledo award 2024

Housing 
Broker/owner of Pasker Real Estate

Co-Found of Go Matcha, Go
Substitute teacher for Toledo Public Schools
Education: 
Associates: Columbus State Community Col-

lege Associate of Arts
Bachelors: Franklin University Bachelors of Business Administration
Website: paskerfortoledo.com/
Social media: facebook.com/RobPTV
Contact: PaskerforToledo@gmail.com
On Jaden Jefferson’s Community Focus on Sept. 21, Northwest Ohio re-

altor Rob Pasker III discusses his bid for an at-large seat on Toledo City 

Council and the issues he’d like to address, from economic development 
opportunities to youth programming. To learn more about Rob, read “Rob 
Pasker: Building Business, Educating Clients, Spreading Joy” by Asia 
Nail with The Sojourner’s Truth, one of our TFP Voting Guide partners.

George Sarantou
Political Experience: 
Toledo City Council Member since 2021

Probate Court Administrator
Professional Experience: 
Financial Advisor for three decades
Reading mentor with TPS
Website: votesarantou.com/
In September, Stephen Zenner interviewed George Sarantou about his 

experience as a Toledo City Council Member At-Large, as well as his plans 
for improving the lives of Toledoans.

Tom Waniewski
Political experience:

2020
Ran for Lucas County Commissioner 2024, and lost to Pete Gerken

Kapszukiewicz.  
Professional experience:
Worked as an investigative reporter before moving into politics
Started Access Toledo
Served as chairman of the United Way Board
Retired as development director of Catholic Charities
Website: tomwa.wordpress.com/
High school: St. Francis de Sales School

A former member of Toledo City Council, Republican Tom Waniewski is 
now running to unseat Lucas County Commissioner Pete Gerken. He joins 
me on this week’s Community Focus, to discuss how he’d lead in the posi-
tion, if elected.

Issues on the ballot
Issue 1:  
(Renewal) A Lucas County Tax Levy for Lucas County Children Ser-

is the estimated amount the levy will raise for LCCS. The Levy will be for 

Issue 14: 

presentations at local schools in churches on dental health and history of 
-

others with his humility, wisdom, and service mind of spirit.

African American state legislators in Alabama during reconstruction. Rice 

After serving an unblemished career in the military, Rice migrated to Toledo 

American principal of Scott High School, he transformed the culture, inspir-
ing students to dream big, set goals and achieve them.

“Today is the greatest example of why we challenge the unchallengeable. 

future. They represent the epitome of our community. They represent what 
we aspire to be. They represent what we want our kids to aspire to be. We are 
grateful for the lives they have led and for allowing us to share their stories 
today and far into the future,” wrote Robert Smith, founder and president of 
the African American Legacy Project.

African American Legacy... continued from page 9

Voter’s Guide... continued from page 5
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You remember how the sun streamed through 
the window.

It lit up a dance of dust as you lay on a scratchy 
rug to watch the show, and you recall it. Every 

-
board, and the perfect-for-reading spot on the 
front step, the house you grew up in still stands in your memories and that’s 
a good thing: as in the new book The House on Rondo by Debra J. Stone, 
memories are all that’s left.

Thirteen-year-old Zenobia understood why Mama and Daddy were send-
ing her and her brother and sister to St. Paul for the summer. Still, she begged 
to stay home and promised that she’d help Mama heal from her stroke, but 

Grandma Essie and Grandpa Joe across the river from Minneapolis. 

It was for the best.

And it was good: every Sunday as long as she could remember, Zenobia’s 
family had made the long drive to St. Paul and so she knew the neighbor-
hood. She even had friends in her grandparents’ neighborhood and one of 
them loved Wonder Woman comics as much as Zenobia did. There was a 
library nearby and a great big back yard to play in. 

A summer was a long time to be away from Minneapolis, but she’d be 
home soon. And in the meantime, Zenobia spent time in Grandma Essie’s 
kitchen, learning about her family and hearing stories from a long time ago, 
and Zenobia read lots of books. And she didn’t mean to, exactly, but she lis-
tened in on grown-up conversations. 

The House on Rondo by Debra J. Stone
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

It was 1963 and the 
interstate was coming 
through the neighbor-
hood, taking up house 
after paid-for house 
and the residents along 
Rondo Avenue were 
angry and upset. And 
really, so was Zenobia. 
Where would everyone 
live? Where would they 
go? Would life be the 
same without Rondo 
Avenue?

Set in real-life cities 
with real-life events, 
The House on Rondo 
even sports photos of 
people and houses from 
the heyday of the Ron-
do Neighborhood in 
St. Paul. Yes, this book 

deeply based in fact.

While author Debra 
J. Stone gives lots of 
joy to her story, there’s 

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

House of Rondo author, courtesy Anna Min of 
Min Enterprises Photography

also a keen mournfulness to what you’ll read, along with fear and uncer-
tainty from a child’s viewpoint. Anger is an suitable emotion, too, especial-

the racism and loss of heritage in 1963 is like tasting something metallic 
and sour.

bookstore, though there are some pretty grown-up concepts here, things that 
are authentic to life six decades ago but that may also nudge the appropriate 
age up a notch. Just beware. 

At the very least, they make the book equally good for adults, too - and so 
don’t just leave this book out for your child. Pick it up yourself and read it, 
too.  The House on Rondo opens a great window for discussion.

Page 13October 15, 2025



  Page 14                          October 15, 2025 

                         

CLASSIFIEDS

     

DIGITAL MARKETING SPECIALIST 
WGTE Public Media is seeking a Digital Mar-
keting Specialist who is creative, organized, 
and passionate about connecting audiences 
with the mission of public media. In this role, 

TV, radio, and educational services, as well 
as development and outreach initiatives. 

-
ence across websites, podcasts, streaming 
platforms, the WGTE app, e-newsletters, and 
social media. 

• Write press releases, promotional content, 
and member communications 
• Design and coordinate e-blasts, newslet-
ters, and digital campaigns 

presence through daily posts and promotions 
• Update and maintain WGTE websites and 
online content 
• Graphic Integration/Creation 
• Support community outreach events through 
displays, materials, and public engagement 
• Collaborate across departments to ensure 
consistent branding and messaging 

-
cations, journalism, media production, or re-
lated field 
• At least 2 years of relevant professional ex-
perience 
• Strong writing, editing, and communication 
skills 
• Experience with Adobe Creative Cloud, 
Canva, and Microsoft Office 
• Experience with email marketing platforms 
(e.g., Constant Contact) 

• Self-starter with excellent attention to detail 
and ability to manage multiple priorities 
• Special event coverage and coordination, 
including occasional evening and weekend 
hours, as needed 

-
lic media ethics a plus 
Send your letter and résumé to employment@
wgte.org or Human Resources, P.O. Box 30, 
Toledo, OH 43614.

         

     

INVITATION FOR BIDS
VISTULA MANOR DECK REPAIRS

IFB25-B010
 

-
ceive bids for Vistula Manor Deck Repairs 
in accordance with IFB25-B010. Received 
in accordance with law until October 28, 
2025, at 3:00 PM ET.
lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, 

Bidders are required to meet Affirmative Ac-
tion and Equal Employment Opportunity re-
quirements as described in Executive Order 
#11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 
3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Busi-
ness Concerns are encouraged to apply.        
         

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•



Obituary of Superintendent Eric W. Slack, 
Esquire

Superintendent Eric W. Slack, Esquire, a devoted husband, loving 
father, distinguished legal mind, and faithful servant-leader, transitioned 
from labor to eternal reward on October 7, 2025. Born on January 2, 1960 
in Toledo, Ohio, Superintendent Slack was the youngest son of the late 
Deacon John R. Slack, Sr. and Ruby D. Slack. His life was marked by 
purpose, excellence, and a steadfast commitment to service—both in his 
profession and in the Kingdom of God.

A proud alum of the University of Michigan, Superintendent Slack 
earned his Bachelor of Arts degree with distinction majoring in Soci-
ology with a minor in Spanish. An enthusiastic supporter of Michigan 
football, he often celebrated their wins—and mourned their losses—with 
heartfelt social media posts featuring his beloved canine companion, 
“Cameron.” He earned his Juris Doctor from the University of Toledo 
College of Law, embarking on a legal career that was as impactful as it 
was diverse. His professional journey included service with Legal Aid, 

-
dent Slack also gave generously of his time and expertise through active 
participation on numerous civic boards and committees, always champi-
oning justice and advocacy for the underserved. He served as Director 
of Mission Services for Goodwill Industries of Northwest Ohio, Inc. and 
at the time of his passing, he faithfully served as Business Development 
Liaison for Cherry Street Missions, continuing his life’s work of compas-
sion and outreach.

Superintendent Slack’s ministerial call was both profound and pur-
poseful. A lifelong member of the Church Of God In Christ, he served 
with unwavering integrity, deep humility, and a spirit of excellence. His 
spiritual foundation was lovingly nurtured under the leadership of the 
late Bishop William M. James at St. James Church Of God In Christ in 
Toledo, Ohio, where he accepted Jesus Christ as his Lord and Savior at 
an early age. His devotion to ministry was evident as he was ordained a 
Deacon, faithfully laboring in the vineyard of the Lord. He was later or-
dained an Elder under the late Bishop Walter B. Jordan and subsequently 
elevated to Superintendent under the leadership of the late Bishop Earl J. 
Wright, Sr.—a testament to his steadfast commitment and anointing for 
service.

At the national level, he held the esteemed position of Parliamentarian 
of the General Assembly, serving under the leadership of Bishop L. F. 
Thuston. His national contributions also included roles as Special As-
sistant to Presiding Bishop Emeritus Charles E. Blake, Sr., Coordinator 
of the 2002 Constitutional Convention, and a member of the Executive 
Committees for both the National Leadership Conference and the Gen-
eral Assembly. A scholar and servant-leader, he was a member of the O.T. 
Jones Institute and a proud member of the Church God In Christ Publish-
ing Board.

In 2010, he was installed as Pastor of Davis Memorial Church of God 
in Christ in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Just four years later, led by divine 
inspiration and a deep passion for ministry, he established New Creation 
Ministries Church of God in Christ. There, he faithfully served as a shep-
herd to God’s people—leading with vision, compassion, and unwavering 
faith.

A man of fervent prayer and spiritual discipline, he also founded the 
“Early Will I Seek Him” Morning Prayer Ministry—a powerful 6:00 AM, 
15-minute daily prayer call. Rooted in the precepts of Mark 1:35, this 
ministry followed the example of Jesus’ early morning communion with 
the Father, encouraging believers to begin each day in God’s presence, 
seeking His guidance, strength, and peace.

He served within the Michigan North Central Ecclesiastical Jurisdic-
tion, under the leadership of the Jurisdictional Prelate and Presiding 
Bishop J. Drew Sheard. He served with distinction in several key roles, 
including Vice-Chair of the Executive Committee, member of the Ordi-
nation Committee, and Vice-Chair of the Prayer Ministry for the Michi-
gan North Central Jurisdiction AIM Convention.

Though Superintendent Slack’s accomplishments were many, his heart 
remained centered on his family. He was united in holy matrimony in 
1990 to Cheryl L. Ellison, a woman of grace, faith, and legacy—the 
granddaughter of the late Bishop O.T. Jones, Sr., the second Senior Bish-
op of the Church Of God In Christ. Together, they were blessed with a 
cherished daughter, Sydni E. Slack, the light of his life and the joy of his 
heart.

He was preceded in death by his beloved parents, the late Deacon John 
R. Slack, Sr., and Ruby D. Slack, as well as his esteemed father-in-law, 
Dr. Robert L. Ellison. DDS. Cherishing his memory are his devoted wife, 
First Lady Cheryl L. Slack; his beloved daughter, Sydni; his brother, John 
aka Bobby Slack (Crystal); and his cherished mother-in-law, Thelma El-
lison. He is also lovingly remembered by a host of cousins, extended 
family, the New Creation Ministries and Michigan North Central family, 
and a multitude of friends and colleagues whose lives were indelibly im-
pacted by his wisdom, compassion, and steadfast spirit. Superintendent 
Eric W. Slack will be remembered for his intellectual brilliance, his deep 
sense of justice, his boundless compassion, and his enduring commitment 
to the work of the Lord. His legacy is one of faith, service, and love—and 
it will continue to live on through all who were blessed to know him.

“Well done, good and faithful servant… enter into the joy of your Lord.”
— Matthew 25:21
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Mudtalk host Ty Cleveland enjoys the music

The Shrimp and Grits Gala Adds Southern 
Seasoning to Giving 
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

Craig Burney held an inaugural Shrimp & Grits Gala at The Summit To-
ledo on September 27, 2025. The gala was a night to give and to celebrate by 
collecting business leaders to donate proceeds to the Family House. Burney 
hosted over 28 businesses, entrepreneurs and organization representatives with 
southern-rooted hospitality, serving hors d’oeuvres with the classic shrimp & 
grits dish in plated fashion at their order. 

Dj Bri-Z and a table-gathering, grand prize spades tournament. Throughout 
the night Burney continuously acknowledged the businesses of the guests and 
offered opportunity for each of them to share the mic to speak to the attendees 
of the event. 

The businesses and organizations registered for the event included: 
Tiny Hearts Remembered, Inc., Toledo School for the Arts, Silverback 

Gains, 2 Six Tattoo Studios, Glayzed Beauty Bar / The Kid Comp- Henny, Phi 
Beta Sigma, Styles By Rej Loaf!, The Adams Street Café, Boss Financials, 
Robinson Global

2050 Strategies and Consulting, LLC, V3on, Remelle Robinson, B-Visions, 
Mudtalk Podcast, Rita Armour, Savanna’s Soul Kitchen, Go Tyme Grynd

The Greater Toledo Realtist Association, Next Chapter Enterprises, Pizza Cat, 
The Summit, Young Men and Women For Change, Natural Dominion, LLC, 
Toledo Tomorrow, Limitless Creatives, LLC, The Casual Space, Dj Bri-Z

Burney, originally from Jacksonville, Florida, graduated from the University 
of Toledo in business administration and has since planted his roots in creating 
the opportunities for the Toledo community to engage and connect. The host 
can be seen weekly on the Mudtalk podcast where he covers community high-

Event host Craig Burney alongside friends and members from Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc

lights alongside Ty Cleveland, Shae Thompson and Amy Hagan. 
In 2024, Burney began teaching Sole Expressions at the Toledo Museum 

of Art where he developed the opportunity to make a tribute sneaker for the 
American Heart Association walk in collaboration with tattoo artist Chris Ray-
ford. Burney has built up these collaborations through his involvement servic-
ing for organizations such as Start High School Fashion Merchandising Board 
and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. 

The Shrimp & Grits Gala was a testament to Craig Burney’s commitment to 
building bridges across Toledo’s business and creative communities. By blend-
ing southern hospitality with local pride, Burney curated an evening that high-
lighted the power of collaboration, generosity and shared purpose. 

As guests departed The Summit Toledo, they carried with them not only the 
spirit of giving but also a renewed sense of community connection. The Shrimp 
and Grits Gala set itself apart in the tone for what is to become of signature To-
ledo traditions. Future endeavors of Burney can be found on his social media 
and brand site : vintagelifestyle.net.
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