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Community Calendar
October 19
St. Paul A.M. E. Zion Church: Connectional Lay Sunday; 11am;  Speaker 
Deborah Sims of St. Paul; Colors - black and gold; MASKS OPTIONAL 

October 21
Toledo NAACP general public and membership meeting: 5 pm; 1326 Colling-
wood Blvd 

October 25
Grace Community Center Homecoming & Harvest Fest: 1 to 4 pm; Pumpkin 
decrotating, face painting, country dancing, picnic style meal: 419-248-2467

Everyone has a plan until they get punched in the mouth.                       
                                             
                               - Mike Tyson 

O-V-E-R: Toledo Mayoral Race 
Already Decided
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
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Toledo’s mayoral race may still have a few weeks to go, but all signs 
suggest “it’s all over but the shouting,” with incumbent Mayor Wade Kap-
szukiewicz cruising toward re-election.

Comfortably ahead in the polls, Wade has chosen a low-risk strategy de-
signed to reinforce familiarity, keep the voters’ attention on him and main-
tain momentum without the intensity of a truly contested campaign.

Kapszukiewicz has governed as an archetypal technocrat, a capable and 
competent manager of city operations who has kept Toledo steady amid 
stormy economic and political headwinds. As one observer put it, “He’s 
managing decline more than growth, but at least he’s managing.” For many 
voters, that’s enough. They may not see a bold vision for the future, but 
they also don’t see chaos, controversy or crisis.

The mayor’s well-funded campaign adds another layer of inevitability. 
With roughly a quarter-million dollars (or more) in his war chest, he has 
been able to keep himself in front of voters without breaking a sweat. 

Recently, however, Kapszukiewicz has amped up his campaign, unleash-

city hall. It’s a low-risk, high-visibility strategy meant to reinforce a single 
impression: things are steady under Wade.

Roberto Torres, meanwhile, has yet to articulate why that steadiness isn’t 
enough. He has been visible at community events, active on social media 

-
sage hasn’t resonated. 

As one political observer stated, “Torres hasn’t made any statement or 
position that is fundamentally going to change the way things are run. He 
hasn’t compelled anybody to say, ‘vote for me because I’m going to make 
Toledo better.’ So, there’s no real reason for voters to switch. Essentially, 
his campaign is just, ‘I’m not Wade.’”

In the absence of a clear contrast and without the resources to saturate 

beyond his base. Those familiar with local politics estimate it takes at least 
$100,000 to mount a serious mayoral run in Toledo. Without that kind of 
money, visibility is limited, and momentum never builds.

remaining days of the campaign are largely ceremonial – a chance to be 
seen, but otherwise just a formality in a slow march toward a predictable 
outcome.

But maybe this mayoral campaign isn’t really about this election at all. 
Some believe Kapszukiewicz is “just biding his time and waiting for Mar-
cy.” The speculation goes that Toledo’s mayor has his eyes on Washington, 
and that this smooth, unthreatened re-election effort may serve as a tune-up 
for a future run at Congress.

If so, it would be a high-stakes calculation. U.S. Representative Marcy 

-
lican primary and how much support national committees are willing to 
pour into the race for the 9th U.S. Congressional district. If the Republican 
National Committee throws serious resources behind a challenger, and the 

For now, though, Kapszukiewicz’s path remains local—and clear. The 
mayor’s race may not test his mettle, but it keeps him in motion, visible, 

Whether this election is merely a tune-up or the calm before a bigger po-

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org 
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My Recent Random Thoughts at Large
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Sometimes when 
you read the news, 
local or national, 
you may ponder why 
some matters are of 
great importance and 
then some are of prac-
tically no redeeming 
value whatsoever. A 
case in point is the 
near rapturous fawn-
ing over pop star Tay-
lor Swift in putting 
out her 12th album.

So called “pop 
stars” are suppose to 
put out albums and 
their PR teams duty 
is to puff it up so 
big that you are pro-
grammed to believe 
that this media-made 
production has to be a 
part of your social life and the very reason for your existence, that you 
will become a cheerleader for all things…Swift.

Americans love a good, “RAH-RAH” story or tale. It has the tendency 
to take us out of our daily ho-hum daily routine and place us in a make 
believe world if even for a few moments of escape; and after Taylor 
Swift has strutted across your TV screen and dazzled you with her se-
quin gowns, you will sigh and go back to running the sweeper…and her 
bank account grows by leaps and bounds.

I’ll pass on Swift-a-Mania and any other manufactured pizzazz which 
does not leave a positive message in its wake.

Here is a thought that will have the barbarians rushing my front door: 
in Toledo and regrettably in so many other “urban centers,” the shame 
and embarrassment of “our” youth acting the fool and acting out in rage 
and in anger at their fellow teens and even at the adults solving their 
unresolved social and personal issues by using a gun.

One of my takes on Trump declaring war on urban centers is that it is 
a sly way in which he can use the National Guard or the military to cor-
ral and incarcerate minority juveniles. To be clear, Trump has not been 
and is not a friend of Black people, among others. For people to think 
that Trump has their best interest at heart would be akin to Jews in Nazi 
Germany voting for Hitler! (Note: J.D. Vance at one time, called Trump 
Hitler!).

Sadly, a lot of what we see and hear in the Black “community” (if 
you can call it a community with shared values of respect and decency 
for one another) is the glaring fact that too many of “our” youth are 
and were raised by parents who apparently did not know squat about 
family values and, as such, they had next to nothing to pass on to their 
offspring about respect for themselves and others, work ethics, respect 
for women, respect for authority and a passion to make something of 
themselves.

For too many kids, especially young boys, a gang culture is the best 
resemblance to a family that they have known or may never know. 
When kids birth kids, the result s that we all lose and the values that are 
needed to be inculcated in those family members are missing or are not 
modeled in the home by a parent in a single family home. Yes, there are 
exceptions.

Trump’s ignorance about the phrase, D.E.I., and what it historically 

means is that we are suffering under his belabored delusions about mak-
ing America great again and his compliant clown car of accomplices 
are more than willing to utter detestable lies about the competence of 
minorities, so we all suffer.

Of course no one attacks the utterly devoid lack of competence of his 
rat pack who, in their various powerful positions, simply carry out his 
wishes of intentional cruelty and lies about Obamacare and the 2020 
elections being a farce.

Their sole duty is to sear their conscience as to what is right and 
wrong, fair and just and earn, “Atta Boy!” points from Trump.

The Democratic Party is in a fixable mess! They have taken for grant-
ed, for decades, the loyalty of their voters simply because the near 
sighted Democratic Party thought they had no place else to go.  And 
so while the Republicans have been feverishly organizing at the city, 
county and state level, including school boards, to push their warped 
messages, the Democrats were not willing to spend the money or the 
time in counter organizing.

Now because of that party being adrift, the Republicans were able to 
spring out like a hidden tiger and put a warped person like Trump in 
the White House, not once, but twice! PROJECT 2025 was long out in 
the open as their blueprint to reconfigure the government to their image 
and Trump was simply their compliant poster boy to do their bidding.

Now, according to the polls, the political division in this country is so 
wide and deep that in my estimation, it will take many years to recon-
stitute a Congress that can govern and an occupant of the White House 
who is not divisive and mean, just for the sake of meanness.

In my vision, there is no one leader who has the charisma and politi-
cal savvy to wield such an influence that both sides of the chasm are 
willing to come to terms and do a “redo” of this thing called democracy.

If not, then it has been as good 250 year run (for most people) and we 
will have to see what may take its place.

My marching orders to you? Stay positive, be proactive, vote, help 
those in need and speak truth to power knowing that there are millions 
just like you out here also watching the sign of the times.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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For Freedom. For Equality.
By Ben Jealous

In my house, two legacies face each other.

On one wall hangs a reproduction of The Spirit of 
’76, painted by my cousin Archibald M. Willard for 
the nation’s hundredth birthday. The central drum-
mer in that painting — the older man leading the 
trio — was modeled after Archibald’s father, my 
cousin too.

The Spirit of ’76 is America’s most famous Revolutionary painting — the 

First displayed at the Centennial Exposition in Philadelphia, it captured the 
mood of a nation celebrating its hundredth year and looking back on its birth 
in revolution.

in the Massachusetts Line of the Continental Army — and from a seventh, a 
-

-

march for freedom and equality. My family is literally in the frame — and in 

great-grandfather, Peter G. Morgan, born enslaved in Nottoway County, Vir-
ginia, in 1817.

Beside it rests the courting set he bought so his three daughters, once freed, 
could welcome suitors in dignity.

1876.

A wager for freedom and equality

In 1864, while Petersburg was under Confederate siege, Morgan walked 
into a Confederate court and freed his wife and daughters.

family — had 12 months to leave the state. Fail to leave, and you could be 

So Morgan wagered exile — or even re-enslavement — if Confederate 

everything on freedom and equality.

Reconstruction’s promise

freedom and equality real.

But he also lived to see those hopes collapse.

The collapse came just after the hopeful celebration of 1876, with the Com-
promise of 1877 — a backroom deal to resolve the contested race between 

troops from the South.

With the old Union soldiers gone, white supremacists unleashed murder-
ous violence to retake power. Reconstruction ended not with a bang but a 

1776 was for freedom.

1876 was for equality.

Yet neither dream dies.

-
glass to Martin Luther King Jr. From Chicago’s Jacqueline Jackson to Chi-

rolled back. Today, both are under attack again — with democracy itself 
on the line, racial equality undermined, and immigrants targeted with open 
hostility.

freedom and equality in 1864 while Petersburg burned — and my father’s 
young ancestor could join his father and brothers in arms at Lexington — 

Ben Jealous is a former national president of the NAACP and a professor 
of practice at the University of Pennsylvania.
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... continued on page 6

Bishop Kelvin Ransey

From the NBA to the Pulpit: Kelvin Ransey’s 
Journey in the Will of God
By Asia Nail,

The Truth Reporter

Some names live on in highlight reels, fro-
zen in time, soaring toward the rim or knock-
ing down a jumper at the buzzer. For folks in 
Toledo, Kelvin Ransey is one of those names. 

He was the kid from Macomber High who 
went on to become the point guard who lit up 
The Ohio State in the late ’70s, battled Magic 
Johnson and Isaiah Thomas in the Big Ten, and 
later held his own against NBA legends during 
the ’80s. That could have been the entire story: 
the rise, the career, the cheers. But if you sit 
with Ransey, you learn that basketball was only 
the opening chapter.

He played in the golden era of basketball, squaring off against giants 
like Magic Johnson, Larry Bird and Julius “Dr. J” Erving. Ask Ransey to-
day about his proudest achievement, and he won’t point to the box scores 
or the packed arenas. He’ll tell you about his faith, his family and a life 
lived walking with God.

A Local Star Who Made It
Let’s be honest: not many kids from the neighborhood make it to the 

NBA. Very, very few, in fact. People dream about it, hoop outside until 
the streetlights come on, but the odds are brutal. Ransey beat those odds.

“Every stage of my career, I was up against the best. In high school 
it was guys like Truman Claytor, [Terry] Crosby and [Jim] Leonard —
tough competition night after night,” recalls Ransey. 

At Ohio State, he didn’t just blend in—he stood out. Four years start-
ing at point guard, going head-to-head with future Hall of Famers every 
night. The Big Ten in those days was no joke. He laughs now when he 
remembers it: “By the time I got to the league, I had already been through 

Drafted fourth overall in 1980, he technically belonged to the Chicago 
Bulls. But before he even touched a Bulls jersey, he was traded to the 
Portland Trail Blazers. That’s the business side of basketball most fans 
don’t see. One minute you’re drafted by one team, the next you’re living 
in another city. He rolled with it.

In Portland, Dallas and later New Jersey, Ransey carved out six solid 
seasons. He learned valuable lessons that taught him resilience and the 
value of consistent hard work. At his peak, he averaged 16 points and 
seven assists, a stat most guards would be proud to claim. He held his 
own against legends. Still, if you ask him, the numbers aren’t what stick.

“I was grateful, but I always knew basketball wasn’t the end-all,” he 
says. “Even when I was at the top of my game, I knew God had some-
thing else for me.”

Dreams, Challenges, and God’s Grace

Perhaps his life of-
fers a deeper lesson: 
success isn’t always 

dreams can come true 
(though sometimes 
they don’t), but he’s 
learned that when we 
stay in the will of God, 
those dreams are most 

“So that’s what I’ve 
been doing all my 
life,” he says. “I’ve 
been journeying in 
the will of God, and 
He just happened to 
use basketball for His 

glory.”
A Different Kind of Call
There’s something fascinating about athletes who walk away. Some 

keep chasing the spotlight until it fades on its own. Ransey stepped back 
earlier than most. He left the league in 1986, returned home, and began 
the slow, often unglamorous path of ministry.

Was it easy? Not at all. He admits there were days he missed the energy 
of the crowd, the adrenaline of competition. But the pull toward God’s 
will was stronger.

“I grew up in church. My parents raised me on faith. So when basket-
ball ended, it wasn’t hard to recognize the voice of God saying, ‘Now it’s 
time for something new.’”

He founded Spirit of Excellence Ministries in Tupelo, Mississippi, and 
poured into it the same grit he once used to run fast breaks. There’s an 
interesting connection there: the discipline that made him a standout on 
the court is the same discipline that makes him a steady preacher. Excel-
lence was never just about points or wins. It was about giving your best, 
whatever the arena.

The Valley No One Wants to Walk
If the NBA prepared him for anything, maybe it was endurance. Be-

cause the greatest test of his faith didn’t come on the court. It came in 
2018, when, without warning, his daughter passed away from an aneu-
rysm at just 28 years old.

There’s no easy way to write that sentence, and there’s no easy way to 
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Kelvin Ransey and Tom Cole during African American Legacy Project Legends 
induction

Kelvin Ransey...continued from page 5

live it either. For a moment, Ran-
sey admits, he almost gave up. He 
considered quitting ministry. The 
grief was suffocating.

And yet, when it came time to 
preach her funeral, he did it. Not 
because of his own strength, but 
because, in his words, “God held 
me together.” His daughter’s 
last words—“I thank God I’m 
saved”—still ring in his heart.

“Those words,” he says and 
stops, “are the reason I can go on. 
I know I’ll see her again.”

It’s one thing to talk about faith 
in the abstract. It’s another to stand in the middle of pain that raw and 
say, “I still trust You, Lord.” That’s the kind of faith people can feel when 
Ransey preaches.

Advice for the Next Generation
If you’re a young athlete today, scrolling through highlight reels and 

dreaming of the draft, Ransey’s story might sound complicated. On one 

hand, he’s proof dreams can come true. At the same time, he is a reminder 
that talent and fame do not solve everything.

What would he tell young athletes right now? He doesn’t hesitate. 
“Dream big. Work hard. But make sure you’re grounded in something 
deeper than playing ball. Because the game will end. The cameras will 
fade. You need something eternal to hold on to.”

He’s honest, too, about what his own parents could and couldn’t do. 

have the words or resources to guide him through life at the highest lev-

never let me go.”
The Book That Almost Didn’t Get Written
Ransey has authored works before, but his new book, From the NBA 

to the Pulpit: A Journey in the Will of God, feels like his most personal. 

altogether.
“Writing a book isn’t glamorous,” he laughs. “You aren’t in front of a 

big audience. You’re alone, staring at words, trying to get them right. I 
wanted to quit a couple of times. But God reminded me, like in basket-

The book traces his life from Toledo’s streets to NBA arenas to Mis-
sissippi pulpits. It doesn’t shy away from pain, but it doesn’t wallow in 
it either. Instead, it keeps pointing back, again and again, to the hand of 
God shaping the story.

High School building, the very gym where it all began. There’s some-

began and sharing the testimony of everything that’s followed.
What Really Lasts

What he talks about most is character. “People say, ‘He never changed.’ 
That’s honorable, and that’s what matters most to me. God’s character 
didn’t change. So why should I?”

In a culture obsessed with reinvention, there is something almost radi-

broken. Jerseys fade. The applause dies down. What lasts is how you 
loved, how you stayed true and how you walked with God when no one 
was looking.

What His Journey Teaches Us
Not everyone will play in the NBA. Not everyone will preach in Missis-

sippi. But everyone will face moments when life doesn’t go as planned. 
Everyone will stand in the tension between what success was supposed to 
look like and what God is quietly shaping instead.

Kelvin Ransey’s journey doesn’t give easy answers, but it does point to 
a way through: lean on God. Work with excellence. Remain humble. And 
when loss knocks the wind out of you, cling to the hope that there’s more 
beyond this life.

It’s not a highlight-reel-only kind of story. It’s deeper than that. And 
maybe that’s why it matters so much.

Kelvin Ransey’s new book, From the NBA to the Pulpit: A Journey in 
the Will of God, will be released this November. His hometown signing 
is scheduled for November 4 at the old Macomber High School building 
in Toledo.
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  ... continued on page 10

Pour for a Purpose: WGTE Fundraiser Tips 
off the Change for Funding of Public Media
By Alexandria Leatherberry

The Truth Reporter

WGTE’s Marcus Harrison and Kevin Mullan

WGTE Public Media hosted Pour for a Purpose on Saturday, Oct. 4, at 
The Switchboard in downtown Toledo inviting supporters to enjoy an eve-
ning of live music, food, drinks and door prizes. The fundraiser comes at 
a critical time for public media in America, which is facing unprecedented 

passed the Rescissions Act, cutting $1.1 billion in federal funding to the 
-

dia grants.
WGTE Public Media has rooted itself in the Toledo region for civic en-

gagement, culture, education and local storytelling. WGTE’s programming 

explore topics ranging from history and the arts to justice and local affairs. 
Its WGTE Presents series spotlights local organizations and cultural 

events helping to elevate the work of regional artists and community lead-

threat “ We will make sure to check every box when it comes to our target 
demographics and give everyone in this community a voice on our plat-
forms” states Marcus Harrison, WGTE Director of Marketing. 

The station is on the mission to expand regional representation, foster 
public dialogue, support underrepresented voices, and provide education-
al content. WGTE’s expansion into modern media access: its WGTE HD 
channel is now available on streaming platforms such as YouTube TV, Hulu 

-
tional programming more accessible to viewers. 

The WGTE staff wore branded t-shirts for the fundraiser with the mes-
sage “defunded not defeated” which they are keeping in spirit as they con-

tinue to press forward for new programs. Harrison said “WGTE will be 
very intentional in how we continue to connect with the communities we 
serve.” 

The station’s website offers information on their current programming 
for tv, podcast, radio and streaming. The station also provides opportuni-
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Toledoans Marc Folk, Felica Clark, Rhonda Sewell and 
Crystal Harris Darnell at the Ronald Reagan Airport

... continued on page 9

EARLY VOTE OPENS
October 7

ELECTION DAY
November 4

By Rhonda Sewell

Special to The Truth

For the third year in a row, I had the honor of 
attending the Congressional Black Caucus Foun-
dation’s Annual Legislative Conference (CB-
CFALC) in Washington, D.C. Each time I walk 
into this convening, I am reminded why advocacy 
matters, not only for the Toledo Museum of Art, 
which I represent as Director of Advocacy and 
External Affairs, but also for my community, my 
family, and generations to come.

The Congressional Black Caucus is a group of 
African-American members of Congress, found-
ed in 1971 to advocate for the interests of Black 

-
sional Black Caucus Foundation, supports policy, 
education and leadership development. This year, 
the 54th Legislative Conference (#ALC54) brings 
together policymakers, advocates and community 
leaders from across the country.

What strikes me most is how much Toledo’s 
-

byist Alan Bannister guided me through the land-

Toledoans breaking bread together

Rodney Eason and Rhonda Sewell advocating for 
the arts and culture funding, along with Stayce 
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...continued on page 10

from page 8

scape of advocacy with his vast connections. This year, I was joined again by 
Alan (The Remington Road Group) and a dynamic group of northwest Ohio 
leaders, including: John Jones (Hope Toledo), Rodney Eason (Shumaker), 
Crystal Harris Darnell (Lucas County Commissioners), Felica Clark (Me-

Jonathan Bridges (JobsOhio) and State Rep. Elgin Rogers. Some were at-

the energy, vision and commitment of Toledo.
Even though northwest Ohio does not have a current Black member of 

Congress, I take it upon myself to represent my employer and our region on 
Capitol Hill. I met with chiefs of staff and legislative aides from our congres-
sional delegation, many assigned to arts and culture policy. It was an added 
bonus to have Eason, vice chair of the Museum’s board, join these advocacy 
efforts, along with Fowler as a Kaptur representative and Jones as a commu-
nity partner on some of the meetings. These conversations allow us to bring 
the museum’s strategies and initiatives closer to those shaping decisions in 
Washington.

The conference offers policy sessions, networking, receptions, and cultural 

experiences, all critical in these divisive times. Yet beyond programming, 
what always stays with me is the familial spirit of #ALC54. People exchange 
business cards, connect on LinkedIn, and follow one another on social me-
dia, not for show, but to build lasting change.

Several moments stood out for me personally. At a Charles Kettering Foun-

best known for her leadership as former president and director-counsel of the 
NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund, received one of their highest 

in the workforce. The Kettering Foundation is based in Dayton, so Ohio’s 
presence was strongly felt throughout the event.

I was also thrilled to reconnect with Susan Taylor, editor-in-chief emerita 

the Toledo–Lucas County Public Library. Seeing her 18 years later, still as 
vibrant and effervescent as ever, was a full-circle moment, and we captured 
a photo together.

An unexpected joy was meeting Rachel Scott, ABC News White House 
and Capitol Hill correspondent. After watching her on Live with Kelly and 
Mark that morning, I found myself sitting with her and friends that evening. 
Learning she is an Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Incorporated Soror made 
the encounter even more special. I also enjoyed reconnecting with former 
Toledoans now living in Washington, D.C., which always feels like a family 
reunion within the larger conference.

Our delegation met Mayors and those running for Governor from across 
the nation, and some attended sessions with former U.S. Vice President Ka-

Moore, proudly noting that my museum director Dr. Adam Levine is also a 
Rhodes Scholar, like him. It is always a proud moment to be present at the 
conference with Ohio’s three Black members of Congress: Rep. Joyce Be-
atty, Rep. Shontel Brown, and Rep. Emilia Sykes, which was both inspiring 
and grounding, seeing how far representation in Ohio has come.

-
tions, and vendors. Yet I hope future conferences will include more arts and 

Singer Leela James 
performed at the 

Sojourner Truth Women 
of Truth Awards

Rhonda Sewell. Stayce 
Fowler and Rodney 

Eason
Maryland Gov. Wes Moore and Roland Martin

Met him in Nigeria and ran into him at CBCFALC! 
Small world!
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Misha Stredrick, EdD

Maritime Academy Has a New Superintendent
By Paul Hubbard, Maritime Board Chair

Special to The Truth

Misha Stredrick, 
EdD, returns to Tole-
do from Detroit as the 
New superintendent 
of Maritime Academy. 
Stredrick received her 
master’s in education 
from Bowling Green 
State University in Cur-
riculum and Instruc-
tion. She is Licensed 
by the State of Ohio in 
Life Sciences as well as 
to be a Superintendent. 

She also has a doc-

culture–focused sessions in the policy discussions. Cultural institutions are 
powerful drivers of belonging, identity, and equity, and these conversations 
deserve more space in a national forum, especially when our cultural and 
arts institutions are at risk.

I also noticed a certain irony: some organizations that have cut DEAI ini-
tiatives still participated at #ALC54 because I believe they know that Black 
consumers are essential to their success. That contradiction underscores how 
much work remains.

Ultimately, the CBCFALC is a conference you make your own. For me, 
it is about advocating for federal dollars, strengthening relationships, and 
reminding myself that even in challenging times, there is a powerful sense 
of camaraderie and hope in rooms like these.

Each year, I leave the Congressional Black Caucus Foundation’s confer-
ence encouraged by the people I meet, by the growing number of Toledo 
leaders who join me, and by the reminder that we are part of something 
larger than ourselves. My hope is that more advocates, cultural leaders, and 
Toledoans will experience this conference in the years ahead. Because when 
we show up together, we move forward together.

The views expressed in this article are not necessarily the views held by 

from page 9

ties to support through donation, production services and membership op-
portunities that can be found on WGTE.org

from page 7

Maritime Board Vice Chair Jim Hartung, Superintendent Misha Stredrick, 
EdD, Board Chair Paul Hubbard

tor’s degree of Education from the University of Maryland. Stredrick has 
educational skills in teacher development, school mentoring and national law 
academy learning experience programs. She attended teacher achievement 
programs in Detroit. 

She was a principal in the Baltimore School System. She was an assistant 
principal in Youngstown Ohio as well where she boosted the reading scores 
by 17 percent in one year. Dr. Stredick has nine published articles which are 
on line.

When TV 11 heard Stredick was returning to Toledo, they did a 20 minute 
on-air interview with her which can be seen online.

At present Stredick is working on increasing enrollment as well as teacher 
team building. She has already had well attended parent meetings. She is at-
tending community meetings as well.

As you walk the halls of Maritime Academy you can tell it’s a new day 
there.
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Stacey Abrams and Marcus Board Jr. seated on stage of Howard 
University’s Miner Building Auditorium. (Photo: Belaynesh Shiferaw/

HUNewsService.com)

Amid Federal Shutdown, Stacey Abrams Shares 
10 Steps to Freedom and Power Campaign
By Belaynesh Shiferaw

Howard University News Service

Voting rights activist Sta-
cey Abrams spoke about the 
growing challenges to de-
mocracy in the United States 
during a forum at Howard 
University on Wednesday, 
October 1. She shared a play-
book of 10 steps communi-
ties can take to respond to the 
shifting political climate.

“We are in a moment 
where we are now facing the 
encroachment of authoritari-

tections and Republicans saying the issue should be handled separately. De-
spite controlling the White House and both chambers of Congress, Republi-
cans blamed Democrats for the stalemate.

Inspired by Scheppele’s research, Abrams adopted the same steps, not as a 
prediction, but as a framework for resistance. She turned them into a proac-
tive strategy called the “10 Steps to Freedom and Power” campaign, aimed 
at countering authoritarian threats.

“Step one is calling it what it is,” Board explained, encouraging students to 
identify and name authoritarian tendencies early. 

Board and Abrams continued urging attendees and students to acknowl-
edge their power and sovereignty while following those 10 steps.

The second step, which Abrams said is especially important for students, 
is “share.”

“We have to share what we know,” Abrams said. “We are in a fortunate 
place to be having this conversation, and what we learn here, we must share 
with our communities. You have the opportunity as students to help them 
navigate the space as their own.” 

Abrams emphasized that everyone has a role to play, and those roles won’t 
always look the same or be in complete agreement. However, she said, the 
power lies in alignment, not uniformity. 

“My point is, in movement building, we need everyone. There’s got to be 
space for all of us in this moment. We also have to lift up the people doing the 
most and elevate them, so when we reach the next stage, we have the right 
people ready for it. It’s a joint effort.”

Board closed with a resolute message: “We persevere until we win. We 

Belaynesh Shiferaw is a reporter for HUNewsService.com.

Stacey Abrams

anism,” said Abrams, lawyer, author and former legislator in Georgia, where 
she ran for governor in 2018.

“Authoritarianism is not a political ideology,” she said. “Authoritarians 
simply believe that your intentions and needs are not their problem.”

Abrams, the Ronald W. Walters Endowed Chair for Race and Black Poli-
tics at Howard, joined Marcus Board Jr., Ph.D., associate professor of po-

Defeating Movements,” in outlining the role students, faculty and commu-
nity members can play in defending democratic values.

In a wide-ranging conversation that blended political analysis with calls to 
civic action, Abrams and Board examined how unbalanced systems of pow-

a collective effort: an effort that demands both awareness and participation.

“If you’ve been to any of our other events, I talk about DEI all the time,” 
Abrams said. “It is a foundational value for the democracy we say we want 
to have. If you can demonize and litigate and legislate against diversity, eq-
uity and inclusion, you knocked out pluralistic democracy.” 

Abrams offered a breakdown of authoritarianism and its many forms, in-
cluding tyranny, oligarchy and fascism. She discussed how these systems 
often emerge gradually and pointed to international trends as a warning for 
the United States.

She recounted a conversation with Kim Lane Scheppele, a Princeton pro-
fessor who studied Hungary’s decade under authoritarian rule by Viktor Or-
bán. “She laid out the steps to authoritarian rule,” Abrams recalled. “And she 
said, no matter how you examine it, they all do the same things.”

Abrams explained that the United States, like Hungary, has already com-
pleted those steps.

“We live in an authoritarian country. We are watching the nation shut 
down, because the people in power do not value the people they serve.”

The federal government shut down early Wednesday after Congress failed 
to pass a spending bill, with Democrats pushing to include health care pro-



Eastern Star Jewel...continued from page 16

ty service presentations; special presentations; remarks and then the bene-
diction by the Most Worshipful Past Grand Master of the Most Worshipful 
Prince Hall Grand Lodge of Ohio Rev. Willis.

The Jewel Chapter No. 20 Order of the Eastern Star Prince Hall Af-

Jewel Chapter No. 20 Order of the Eastern Star have been passed down 
over the years. 

a group of dedicated ladies interested in forming an O.E.S. chapter in To-

Summit Stre

charter members.

were sold to pay the Grand Tax. Another period when their courage and 
determination was tested was when the Grand Chapter’s charter was lifted 

-

Jewel Chapter has been host of Amaranth Grand Chapter Grand Com-

-

of Grand Girls Assembly under Amaranth Grand Chapter.
-

-
-

 
 

Are You a Registered Voter?
By June Boyd

Guest Column

The present administration in the White House has 
taught us all a lesson.  We must register and vote like 

primary and the general election.

which represents our freedom.
-

attempting to vote. 
This present activity continued until President Lyndon Johnson signed the 

-
ister African Americans to vote.  

-

-
ters the same.

-

-
nation to vote. Too many of us have forgotten our roots and the struggles our 
ancestors have gone through for equal rights and fairness. 

personally disappointed that we have so much gun violence against each other. 

-

The telephone numb
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St. Martin’s Press

$29.00
257 pages

Face it: some scores can never truly be set-
tled.

You can try tit-for-tat, you can scheme and 
plan, but making things even? Not a chance; 
the other guy is probably scheming, too, so full 
pay-back ain’t happenin’. And besides, why let 
revenge live in your head? Life’s too short, you just can’t do it – and espe-
cially, as in the new book A Thousand Ways to Die by Trymaine Lee, you 
can’t do it with a gun.

Eight years ago, Trymaine Lee almost died.
Fortunately, the blood clot in his body, the “widow-maker,” was caught 

in time but the whole episode affected his then-young daughter, who con-
tinued for some time to beg for stories about it, and to ask about life and 
death. 

Lee didn’t always know what to say.
“I struggle,” he says, “to answer why things are the way that they are, 

especially when it comes to Black folks like us.”
Death by violence happened in his own family: in 1923, a young great-

uncle left on horseback to run an errand and was never seen alive again, 
which “ripped a hole in the family” that resonated for generations. Lynch-
ings were common then, as was Jim Crow and so “Black folks… began 
leaving the South en masse…”

Guns, he says, were “central to the violence” then, on both sides.  
Violence followed Black soldiers to Vietnam, and home again. It went to 

A Thousand Ways to Die: The True Cost of Violence 
On Black Life in America by Trymaine Lee
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

prison with some people, most often, men. Lee himself almost got in trou-
ble once for a “twelve-dollar toy gun from Walmart” that looked realistic. 

Black funeral directors learned how to hold open-casket funerals, as 
death stalked Black Americans for not learning to swim because Jim Crow 
kept them from it. Cancer caught others in unequal numbers. Some were 
wrapped up in “the deadly grind of the drug trade,” while “innocent victims 

“We still bleed,” he says. “… yet salvation from America’s violence has 
remained out of our grasp, like trying to put shape to the wind.”

On the surface, you may think there’s not much new to say about vio-
lence, when talking about Black life in general. In many ways, it’s been a 
part of American life for so long, it’s almost some sort of wrong-headed 
new normal. And yet, read A Thousand Ways to Die and your thinking is 
going to twist, and twist again in a whole new direction.

While author Trymaine Lee’s main focus is on gun violence in the past 
century or so, he diverts readers’ attention sometimes. Don’t forget this. 
Remember that. Here’s a story for you, here’s something else and as Lee 
totes them up, one by one, each point shows hidden costs attached to vio-
lent acts.

Readers will be hit hard by the fact that it’s a long list.
This is the kind of book that your mind will carry with you for days, and 

it begs to be shared and discussed. You owe it to your community, in fact, 
to talk about A Thousand Ways to Die because this powerful book scores.
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CLASSIFIEDS

     

DIGITAL MARKETING SPECIALIST 
WGTE Public Media is seeking a Digital Mar-
keting Specialist who is creative, organized, 
and passionate about connecting audiences 
with the mission of public media. In this role, 

TV, radio, and educational services, as well 
as development and outreach initiatives. 

-
ence across websites, podcasts, streaming 
platforms, the WGTE app, e-newsletters, and 
social media. 

• Write press releases, promotional content, 
and member communications 
• Design and coordinate e-blasts, newslet-
ters, and digital campaigns 

presence through daily posts and promotions 
• Update and maintain WGTE websites and 
online content 
• Graphic Integration/Creation 
• Support community outreach events through 
displays, materials, and public engagement 
• Collaborate across departments to ensure 
consistent branding and messaging 

-
cations, journalism, media production, or re-
lated field 
• At least 2 years of relevant professional ex-
perience 
• Strong writing, editing, and communication 
skills 
• Experience with Adobe Creative Cloud, 
Canva, and Microsoft Office 
• Experience with email marketing platforms 
(e.g., Constant Contact) 

• Self-starter with excellent attention to detail 
and ability to manage multiple priorities 
• Special event coverage and coordination, 
including occasional evening and weekend 
hours, as needed 

-
lic media ethics a plus 
Send your letter and résumé to employment@
wgte.org or Human Resources, P.O. Box 30, 
Toledo, OH 43614.

         

     

INVITATION FOR BIDS
VISTULA MANOR DECK REPAIRS

IFB25-B010
 

-
ceive bids for Vistula Manor Deck Repairs 
in accordance with IFB25-B010. Received 
in accordance with law until October 28, 
2025, at 3:00 PM ET.
lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, 

Bidders are required to meet Affirmative Ac-
tion and Equal Employment Opportunity re-
quirements as described in Executive Order 
#11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 
3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Busi-
ness Concerns are encouraged to apply.        
         

•

•
•

•
•

•

•

•

•

•

•
•



Sister Watson and Mother Ann join the 
Brocks for the anniversary celebration

 

... continued on page 12

Rev. Cedric Brock 
Celebrates 32nd Pastoral 
Anniversary
The Truth Staff

What a celebration it was! On 
Sunday, September 28, Rev. Cedric 
and First Lady Debra Brock cele-
brated their 32nd Pastoral Anniver-
sary at Mt. Nebo Baptist Church 
with the theme of “Light It up for 
Christ;” Matthew 5:16. But it was 
more than just a one-day celebra-
tion.

Area pastors and church leaders 
joined the Brocks and their con-
gregation in the celebration and to 
honor their commitment to service.

Rev. John Williams of the Eastern Star Missionary Baptist Church  was 
there on September 19 in a leadup to the celebration; Pastor Darin Law-
rence of East Grand Boulevard C.O.G.I.C. (Detroit) stopped by on Sep-
tember 21; Bishop Chaz Boes of Compassion at Calvary Church lent his 

Daughter Kiara Brock
First Lady Debra and 

Rev. Cedric Brock

voice on September 26 
and Bishop Duane Tis-
dale of Friendship Baptist 
Church and Pastor Mi-
chael Prince of The Cross 
Church were participants 
for the Sunday celebra-
tory service.

A community luncheon 
at 2:00 p.m. enabled con-
gregants to pay their re-
spects to the Brocks.

Order of the Eastern 
Star Jewel Chapter No. 
20 130th Anniversary 
Gala
By Emily R. Evans

The Truth Reporter

On Saturday, September 27, there 
was an extravagant cocktail hour held 
at the Delta by Marriott by the Order 
of the Eastern Star, Jewel Chapter 
No. 20.

The event started off in a gorgeous-
ly set room where everyone gathered 
looking very beautiful and handsome. 
The ambiance was warm and the dec-
orations were arranged perfectly. In 
the hall there were hors d’oeuvres. 
The tables were set with multiple 
courses and the processional was the 
start of the service led by the mistress 
of ceremonies Gloria Tisdale.

Councilwoman Cerssandra McPherson

The introduction of dais guests and the invocation was offered by Rev. 
James H. Willis, Sr.

Dinner was served followed by the welcome from Worthy Matron La-
Vera R. Scott and Worthy Patron Keith L. McWhite .  The  response was 
given by Teronica Betts, Loyal Lady Ruler La Paz Assembly No 35 and 
S.P. Nathaniel Ford, Commander In Chief St. Matthews Consistory NO.25

-
cials Cerssandra McPherson, city councilwoman at large and Paula Hicks-
Hudson, state senator.

The history of Belle Z. Ballard No. 6 Girls Assembly, Melodic Gems of 
Jewel Chapter No. 20 was given by Sis. Clarissa Criswell and Sis. Angela 

lady of St. Paul’s Missionary Baptist Church 
Then followed the recognition of all past matrons and patrons; communi-
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