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What Brown’s Return Really Means

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

I’m Back!

Sherrod Brown’s recent important announcement to “get back in the
fight” to return to the U.S. Senate is not as iconic or celebrated as Mi-
chael Jordan’s two-word “I’m back” return to a stellar basketball career
from an experimental affair with baseball. Yet, the announcement carries
a similar weight of expectation.

For Brown, though, the deeper issue is not just about returning to the
arena; it’s whether an aged Democrat with deep roots in labor and work-
ing-class politics can stitch together voter fragments and patches of dif-
ferent hues into a winning coalition in a state that has tilted solidly red.

The stakes could not be higher.

The Cook Political Report has called this race the “linchpin” of Demo-
crats’ path to a Senate majority. Brown is the only Ohio Democrat with
the stature to make the race competitive, and his candidacy shifts the con-
test from “Likely Republican” to “Lean Republican,” and the Democrats
desperately need his candidacy.

On the GOP side, Jon Husted enters the race with Trump’s endorse-
ment, DeWine’s pragmatic polish and a head start in fundraising. And,
you already know! They dropped nearly $300 million in attack ads to
drive up Brown’s negatives in his last election. They will not hesitate to
do it again.

So, the real question is not whether Brown has the stomach for another
battle — he does — but whether he can inspire the people of Ohio to be-
lieve this fight belongs to them too. That means quilting together a new
coalition, one that weaves the tapestry to include Black voters in Colum-
bus’ Near East Side, young voices in Cincinnati’s Over-the-Rhine, subur-
ban parents in Hilliard and Dublin worried about healthcare and schools,
and yes, the disillusioned workers in Mahoning Valley or the central city
wards of Toledo who feel forgotten by both parties.

Community Calendar

August 23

The Bible Way Church of Toledo, in partnership with Wider Circle, Early
Morning Prayer, The Dr. Sam Show and The Voices of Legacy will host a
Back-to-School Book Bag Giveaway; Noon to 2 pm

- Michael Jordan (after returning from retirement)

The reality, though, is that mobilization will not happen by accident. As
a Democratic Party insider told me, “Democrats have to figure out how to
mobilize young voters to tip the scales. That will be difficult with another
older man on the ticket.”

The logic is on point. To build a needle and thread coalition that can
search in every corner of the statewide marketplace for odd scraps that
weren’t supposed to match, sew them together in just the right place, and
in a manner that enables them to withstand the strain is tediously difficult
but not impossible.

History, however, offers both warning and wisdom. Past African Amer-
ican candidates in Lucas County have overwhelmingly carried central
city wards but fallen short countywide, showing the danger of running
fragmented campaigns.

Brown cannot afford fragmentation, which is leaving pieces of politi-
cal fabric unstitched. He must, instead, do the harder work of creating a
unified whole from diverse swatches of support — from the church pews
on Cleveland’s East Side or Toledo’s central city to the coffee shops of
Columbus’ Short North and refined Victorian Village; from the weath-
ered warehouses in West Dayton or Cincinnati’s historic Avondale neigh-
borhood to the revitalized, artsy, and upscale Over-the-Rhine district. If
Brown can weave that quilt together, then Ohio is in play for the Demo-
crats. If he cannot, the state will maintain its current near ruby red-state
identity.

Can a seasoned champion return, rally the people, and reclaim what
was his?

Although it may not echo Michael Jordan’s “I’'m back” fax in cultural
memory, Brown’s candidacy raises a parallel question: Can an aging vet-
eran still adjust to the curveballs thrown by the opponent and deliver
when it counts?

It remains to be seen.

However, make no mistake. If Brown succeeds, it will be a collective tri-
umph — a reminder that coalitions still matter and ground games still win.

Because in the end, this campaign is not about one man’s comeback. It
is about Ohio’s.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org
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History IsNow “His-Story”

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq
Guest Column

“When an autocrat attempts to rewrite a historical narrative to their own
liking or image,

facts and truths become mere electives and are disposable at a moment’s
notice.”

Efal Revillot, 19th Century Ivory Coast philosopher.

Where is Ralph Ellison, the late author of the timely book, The Invisible
Man, when you need him?

America is about to enter a redux version of Alice In Wonderland, com-
plete with scatter brained rabbits and erratic characters fit for an asylum.
President Trump and his coterie of half-wits, have decided that it istimefor a
revisit to American museums to review their collections so as to ensure their
“whiteness’ is not impinged upon by Black History’s telling of the whole
American experience.

And why not go for the grand dame of the museums...the fabled Smithso-
nian Museum (really a collection of various museums under their moniker
and roof).

Trump and his gaggle of historical revisionists have taken up the task of
making sure that The Smithsonian tells the story but only as guided by the
benevolent hand of Trump, who stylizes himself as a*“stable genius.”

This genius, of course led by other white reactionaries whom he has sur-
rounded himself with, wants to excise, like a bad wound, any story, display,
narrative, pictures, sound tracks and collections that do not comport with his
vision of American exceptionalism.

Without giving away the ending of the story, this simply trandlates into
Trump being the “decider in chief” (an awkward phrase borrowed from
President George W. Bush), who wants to restate, by commission or omis-
sion, how you should view the American Experience.

That American Experience will be bleached so that White Americawill not
have to experience any angst or shame or embarrassment about how their
ancestors conducted themselves in their interactions and confrontations with
people of color including the “ American Indian.”

Issues of manifest destiny and divine rights of conquests will be polished
and shined so that they will appear majestic and noble and with those “pes-
ky” issues of genocide and theft of land and resources of the indigenous
Americanswill be politely excused to footnotes and not put on the big screen
for all to read and see.

No sir! Gone With The Wind and the powerful and racist film, The Birth of
a Nation will be upfront and center and will be eulogized and lauded for the
great benefits that the slave received for being in slavery; the refinements he
or she received simply by being in the presence of the magnanimous slave-
holder, who was always willing to lend a hel ping hand or at least a whipping
or two, to help out when and where needed.

Imagine the memoirs of Frederick Douglass and tributes and stories about
Harriet Tubman being deemed not appropriate to American exceptionalism
and thus being excised or excluded from the Smithsonian exhibits.

What isin store for the 1963 March on Washington as led by the late Mar-
tin Luther King Jr? Will it be truncated to a walk in the park along the Po-
tomac Basin? Will that famous speech be reduced to simply the old chestnut
of character v. skin color that White Americans love to talk about?

The Nationa African American Museum (part of the Smithsonian collec-
tion) will probably get a re-boot from some right wing historian who con-
tends that it does not, “take all of that” to tell the story of Black people in
these United States.

Thankfully, there are other museums across this country that are out of

reach of Trump's re-do executive
order of American history.

The fabled Schomburg Collec-
tion in Harlem will be a needed
buttress against this craven attack
on the preservation of the history
of people of color. Trump con-
tinues to show his true race an-
tagonisms against Black people
even in spite of some high profile
“Negroes’ who still gush and are
in awe of Trump when his shad-
ow crosses their history deficient
lives.

| can image revisionists furi-
ously attempting to rewrite his-
tory books for educational cur-
riculums across this country that
will dilute or obfuscate the contributions of people of color.

Lafe Tolliver

| remember in high school while in Rome, NY., that our “Black History”
consisted of apage or two about Booker T. Washington, George Washington
Carver and Martin Luther King Jr. Thin pickings to say the least!

Trump has a constant burr in his saddle about Black people. He quietly
took the picture of President Obama out of the Oval Office and placed in a
hidden stairwell, out of sight...out of mind. The bust of Martin Luther King
Jr., has already been taken out of the Oval Office. Really!

Trump & Company are determined that they will remake Americain the
image of the 50s and 60s, the time when Amos and Andy were television fa-
vorites and Rochester was always bucking his eyes at the antics of his boss,
Jack Benny.

A timewhen Americawas severely segregated and a“ good job” for aBlack
man was a postal worker or a bus driver and civil rights workers could be
murdered for trying to register Mississippi Black folksto vote. That iswhat
“Make America Great Again!” means to Trump. A return to the subjugation
of people of color and a retrenchment of costly gained civil right victories.

This senseless plundering of amuseum to dilute or eradicate Black accom-
plishmentsis part and parcel of this historical revisionist campaign.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver @juno.com
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Black Trade UnionistsCall Out Trump’s

“War on Blackness’

Trice Edney Wire Service

The nation’s largest independent voice of Black trade unionists last
week issued a blistering statement calling out Donald Trump’s “War on
Blackness.”

Titled, “Occupied But Not Subdued,” the statement by the Coalition of
Black Trade Unionists (CBTU) opens by highlighting the irony of Trump
imposing federal control over policing in the nation’s capital.

“It's remarkable but perhaps inevitable that THIS American president
would impose a military occupation on the capital city itself. But this
atrocity, this brazen power grab from a population already denied state-
hood, is not a random, petty act of a vengeful man. It is an open and ex-
plicit declaration of his War on Blackness.”

CBTU International President Terrence L. Melvin said, “We condemn
Donald Trump’s rampage against Blackness -- from LA to Texas to DC;
from hisfederal DEI purge to his union-busting and destruction of public
education. He cannot purge Blackness from America’'s DNA no matter
how many executive orders he signs or insults he hurls at strong Black
leaders.”

Founded in 1972 in opposition to the Nixon presidency, CBTU’s mem-
bership isdrawn from 77 international and national unions, with 42 chap-
ters across the U.S. and in Canada (Ontario). CBTU’s influence and stat-
ure in African American communities rests on the fact that one in five
Black workers belongs to a labor union.

Read the full CBTU statement below

It's remarkable but perhaps inevitable that THIS American president
would impose a military occupation on the capital city itself. But this
atrocity, this brazen power grab from a population already denied state-
hood, is not a random, petty act of a vengeful man. It is an open and ex-
plicit declaration of his War on Blackness.

Trump’s War on Blackness runs deep. It is relentless and ruthless. But

we can not flinch in this fragile moment. We must stand on legacy and
overcome. We know the worse blows recently to democracy have been
leveled at Black populations -- from LA to Texasto DC.

Last month the Trump regime sent 4,000 California National Guard
troops and 700 Marines to quell ICE protests in Los Angeles, whose
mayor is a well-respected Black woman, Karen Bass, former chair of
the Congressional Black Caucus. Trump'sillegal takeover of a city run
by a seasoned Black woman was meant to erase her power and elevate
the military presence in a city 70 percent non-white -- over the mayor’s
objections.

CBTU stands with the state in its lawsuit to end Trump’sillegal seizure
of California’s National Guards. Next on Trump’s blackness warpath is
Texas, where he is bullying the Republican legislature to rip up the cur-
rent congressional map and draw a new, even more discriminatory politi-
cal map that would potentially add five more Republican seats in Con-
gress from Texas to help Trump impose his authoritarian agenda after the
2026 elections.

The new GOP seats would come at the expense of Members of Con-
gress who now represent hundreds of thousands of Black voters in the
Houston and Dallas-Fort Worth area. This partisan gerrymandering will
disenfranchise Black and Brown people to help Donald Trump rig the
pivotal 2026 midterm elections. He's not even trying to disguise his cor-
rupt power grab. Black folks stand in his way to keeping a rubber stamp
majority in Congress. Trump is aso plotting now to steal Democrats'
seats in other states where Black folks will stand in his way to grab more
power, including Ohio, Indiana and Missouri.

Trump’s attempt to redraw congressional maps before the midterm
elections and before the next census is unprecedented but very targeted.
He's not trying to shrink representation of white voters in Congress. He
only wants to erase the voice and power of Black voters who see through
his MAGA lies and distractions. CBTU applauds Texas Democrats for
taking a stand against Trump’s redistricting scheme. We are inspired by
your courage and determination to defend democracy.

So here we land, in DC under Trump's fabricated occupation -- in spite
of crime statistics trending downward in major categories, including vio-
lent crime, which has reached its lowest level in 30 years. As he did
in Los Angeles, Trump intentionally bypassed DC's black mayor, Mu-
riel Bowser, in taking control of the city’s police force and deploying
over 200 National Guard troops. He also berated her intelligence and
demeaned her leadership, as he did to LA mayor Karen Bass.

I1t's no coincidence that he has tried to embarrass and erase two Black
women in powerful positions. But why does Trump’s authoritarian occu-
pation of DC matter so much and cuts so deep with Black folks beyond
Ben's Chili Bowl and the capital beltway?

Trump wants to put hisracist brand on acity that has symbolic meaning
to black people across the country. He wants to humiliate black leader-
ship and reinforce the racist stereotype of black incompetence. After all,
doesn’t John Wayne or some white superhero always come to rescue a
lawless town from “them?” But for a people who have survived slavery’s
lash and Jim Crow’s noose and beloved |eaders cut down by bullets, this
moment is only the test before the triumph.

We condemn Donald Trump's rampage against Blackness -- from LA
to Texas to DC; from his federal DEI purge to his union-busting and de-
struction of public education. He cannot purge Blackness from America’'s
DNA no matter how many executive orders he signs or insults he hurls at
strong Black leaders. We reiterate our call for statehood in the District of
Columbia, not National Guard troops patrolling city streets. We strongly
urge our white alliesin this struggle to openly and consistently denounce
the racist targeting of Black leaders, Black populations and institutions
that preserve, teach and elevate Black history and culture. Silence in this
moment could have deadly consequences.

Be clear, the Coalition of Black Trade Unionists has not and never will
bow to evil. We do not believe our future is beyond our control. We will
not relinquish the power of our labor solidarity and the strength of our
resilient Blackness.
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WGTE'sMarcusHarrison: Turning a $1.2
Million LossIntoaMission

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

Imagine you're building a house. The walls are going up, the roof is ready
and, suddenly—someone comes aong and hauls a truckload of your bricks
right out of the pile. That's what happened recently to public broadcasting
stations across America. Congress passed a rare rescission hill that pulled
back billions of dollars that were aready promised, and local stations like
WGTE in Toledo are now becoming creative to make up for the unexpected
shortfall.

For Marcus Harrison, WGTE's Director of Marketing and Communica-
tions, this is more than a budget problem. It's atest of purpose. Harrison is
no stranger to big projects. He's spent yearsin mediaas the creative producer
and supervisor for Buckeye Community Arts Network (BCAN). In a full
circle moment, he began his career at WGTE 20 years ago, left to spread his
wings, and has now returned to the station.

And just as the storm rolled in, he feels like he's standing in exactly the
right place.

“This feels very mission-driven,” Harrison said. “Like | have a purpose to
be here right now. On one side you have your greatest fear, but on the other
side you can have your greatest joy. | think something great is going to come
out of this.”

What Happened?

To understand the challenge, you haveto rewind back to 1967. That'swhen
Congress created the Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB), a kind
of middleman to distribute federal funds to stations like WGTE, NPR, and
PBS. For decades, this funding made sure kids could learn their ABCs from
Sesame Street, families could watch documentaries and communities could
stay informed through local programming.

But in 2025, Congress reached back into CPB’s bank account and pulled
funds that were already earmarked for the current year. “It's like someone
saying, ‘ Oh, you aready planned to pay your billswith this paycheck? Sorry,
we need that back,”” Harrison explained.

For WGTE, that means a$1.2 million cut—21 percent of its entire bud-
get. It's the kind of loss that could knock out the lights if not addressed
quickly.

Why It Matters

Public broadcasting is like a community library on the airwaves. It's one
of the few places where kids, seniors, and families can all find something
educational, entertaining, and inspiring—for free. Harrison remembers sit-
ting asachild in front of PBS classics like Sesame Street and The Electric
Company. Those types of shows didn't just keep us busy. They taught us
how to read, count, and dream.

“To think children today might not grow up with public educational pro-
gramming—that’s nuts,” Harrison said. “It's crazy to imagine that those
memories and that way of life could be threatened.”

He compares cutting PBS and NPR funding to turning off a lighthouse
during a storm. Without it, people are left in the dark, drifting without direc-

Marcus Harrison

tion. “Public mediaistoo valuabletolose,” he said. “We've all been touched
positively by it in some way.”

What's at Risk

WGTE pays dues to NPR and PBS to broadcast their shows. With less
money, those dues are harder to cover. While national partners agreed to
reduce fees by 21 percent to match the loss, WGTE is still staring at an
$800,000 shortfall for 2025.

Locally, Harrison saysit could mean fewer documentaries, fewer series, or
the cancellation of programs that highlight life in northwest Ohio. Projects
still in the idea stage may have to be shelved.

“We're dready lean,” he explains. “We don't have extra staff to cut. So
programming is what could take the hit. If you take $1.2 million out of any-
one’s budget, there's going to be strain.”

The good news: WGTE hasn't laid off any staff. They were already run-
ning lean, so keeping people on board is a priority. “\We're working with the
bare minimum,” Harrison said, “so the only thing left that could be vulner-
ableis programming.”

How WGTE Plansto Move Forward

Instead of throwing up his hands, Harrison isleaning into innovation. “We
have to get very intentional about connecting with the community,” he said.
“Do we need a town hall about gun violence? A podcast for young people?
We'll listen and create based on what the community needs.”

Partnerships will also play a huge role. WGTE is exploring collaborations
with other organizations, opening doors to fresh ideas, and even launching
new broadcast segments as a way to expand reach. Harrison sees this mo-
ment as an invitation to get creative, try new formats, and connect with parts

...continued on page 7
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Blair Johnson and the Pastoral Brunch

By Emily Evans
The Truth Toledo

On Thursday, August 14, Blair Johnson, candidate for an at-large
seat on Toledo City Council, hosted a Pastoral Brunch at Warren AME
Church — Fellowship Hall

This event was a call to action for Toledo’s faith leaders to gather for
food, fellowship and a candid conversation about how the church and
city government can work together to improve lives in every neighbor-
hood. The brunch’s purpose was to spark collaboration and brainstorm
on ways to support families, seniors and struggling residents across
Toledo.

Johnson during his address and question and answer session with the
religious leaders focused on issues in the community such as:

Empowering Our Youth

Johnson is advocating to: expand mentorship, apprenticeship and af-
ter-school programs to give young people a path to success; strengthen
partnerships with local businesses and trade schools to provide career
training opportunities; support community centers and organization
that keep kids engaged and off the streets.

An audience member poses a question Blair Johnson

Cleaning Up Blight & Strengthening Neighborhoods

Johnson suggests: holding absentee landlords accountable and push-
ing for stronger enforcement on abandoned properties; investing in neigh-
borhood revitalization programs to repair homes, improve public spaces
and restore community pride; supporting small businesses and local entre-
preneurs to create thriving business districts.

Enhancing Public Safety

Johnson hopes to enhance public safety by: strengthening community
policing efforts to rebuild trust between law enforcement and residents;
advocating for programs that focus on crime prevention, intervention, and
youth engagement; working with city leaders to ensure first responders
have the resources they need to keep Toledo safe.

Creating Economic Opportunity

In order to create economic opportunity, Johnson believes that leg-
islators should: cut red tape and make it easier for small businesses
and entrepreneurs to succeed; push for workforce development ini-
tiatives that connect people with high paying jobs; support infra-
structure improvements that attract new businesses and investment
to Toledo.

Making Government Work for the People

To increase government efficiency and effectiveness, Johnson stated that
he will want to: increase transparency and accountability in city govern-
ment; hold regular town halls and community meetings to hear directly
from residents; focus on real solutions not politics as usual.

Members of the community in attendance asked Johnson multiple ques-
tionswhich he answered with precision. One of the questions, for example,
was about the abandoned homes in Toledo and what the city planned to
do about the unkempt lots, overgrown grass and buildings where crime is
common.

Johnson has acknowledged the issues in the neighborhood and addressed
how he plans to assist with the issues we see on aregular basis as a com-
munity. The grass, for example, he said, is abreeding ground for pests and
even dead bodies have been found in it..

Johnson plans to tackle all of the issues he can, one by one. He said he
knows it takes avillage to handle things and wants the community to reach
out to him personally, once in office, since he cannot address issues he is
unaware of. Citizens all have issues in the community no matter how big
or small and instead of harboring resentment towards the government or
waiting on them to save, those citizens must know that they are the only
ones who can save themselves.

It isimperative that people work together as a community, said Johnson,
and reach out to those in power to share complaints, describe living condi-
tions and issues as well as those matters people wish to improve upon so
they will be heard as a community.

They must not continue to mourn loses due to empty homes where
bodies are hidden and disposed of, homes next to them where their
children play that are used for drugs and crime and grass so high that
anew colony of rats thrive and take over the neighborhoods, Johnson
added.

For any questions and if you would like to speak with Blair Johnson
or his team, he can be reached at the campaign number:419-407-6512
website:BlairJohnson4Toledo.com, Email: BlairJohnson4Toledo@gmail.
com.
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New Order National Human Rights
Organization Takesup the Terrell Carter Case

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

Gerald Rose, founder and director of the New Order National Human
Rights Organization, was in town last week to speak with members of the
community, the Toledo police chief, the Toledo mayor and the family of the
man who was gunned down on July 14 by police officers.

During a press conference on Wednesday, August 13, one day after his
meeting with the Chief of Police Michael Troendle, Rose, joined by the
family of Terrell Carter, announced that they were seeking a federal inves-
tigation into the incident, suspension of the officers involved, an overhaul
of the Toledo Police Department’s use-of-force policies and independent
civilian oversight of police conduct.

Rose and the Carter family met with the police chief on Tuesday, August
12, the day before the press conference and with Toledo Mayor Wade Kap-
szukiewicz, on Wednesday, the following day.

“Police are known to protect and serve,” said Rose at the outset of the
press conference. “All police are not bad but I'm very concerned that we
are treated differently.”

While the case is still under investigation, most of the details of the day
of Terrell Carter’s death are known.

Early in the day, a call went into police headquarters describing a manic
incident involving Carter. Carter’s sister called 911 to notify the police that
her brother had pulled a gun on her and that he was mentally ill

So the police were informed that he was having a mental health issue.
A second call later that evening to report that a man had a gun and he had
fired it. The police responded, when they arrived at the scene, he fired a
shot into the air.

Instead of trying to calm the situation the police fired. Four officers fired
73 shots, striking Carter 24 times — many of the shots were fired after he
was on the ground.

“The problem iswhat happened after,” said Ebony Carter, Terrell’s sister,

Gerald Rose, light blue shirt, and Terrell Carter’s family address the police shooting

during the press conference.

Several days later, TPD put out statements mischaracterizing what had
happened that night. The chief reported that Carter has shot at the police
officers.

“Whatever policy isin place that makes you have a press conference two
days later and put out false information?”” asked Ebony Carter. “Our com-
munity [does] not get our day in court.”

Ebony Carter added that there are two issues in this matter of police.
“First mental illness is real and we have to deal with it; second, the racial
overtones.”

Rose issued a statement the following day about his meeting with the
mayor. “Our meeting with the mayor’s office was very productive. They plan
to look at the policies and procedures when it comes to police shootings.”

WGTE... continued from page 5

of the community that may not have been reached before.

“It’s like being forced to learn a new recipe,” he said. “Sure, we lost some
of our usual ingredients, but maybe this pushes us to make something even
more delicious.”

More Than a Budget Problem

For Harrison, the deeper issue isn’t just dollars and cents. It’s what the
cutssay about how much—or how little—America valueseducation and
information.

Observersin the mediaworld have long noted that PBS often faces funding
threats, despite its foundational role in providing educational content.

This year is notable because opponents didn’t just talk about cutting.

They succeeded.

“They actually reached into the account and took back money that was
already at work,” Harrison explained. “That has never happened before.”

Many media analysts consider this atravesty, warning that cutting funding
to PBS could silence the voices of a generation. Without those voices, they
say, the public loses a vital platform for information and education.

Finding the Silver Lining

Despite the challenge, Harrison is surprisingly hopeful. “Yes, the reality is
not good,” he admitted. “But I see this as an opportunity. An opportunity to
grow, to build new connections, to try new things. Remember on the other
side of our worst fear could be our greatest joy.”

A Legacy Worth Protecting

In 2027, WGTE will celebrate 75 years of serving northwest Ohio and
southeast Michigan. Few organizations can claim that kind of legacy. To
Harrison, the future milestone is proof that WGTE is more than just a station.
It’s a thread woven through generations of families who’ve learned, laughed,
and grown through its programming.

“ Something about our programming means something to this community,”
he said. “To make it 73 years shows that people value what we do. And we’re
not stopping now.”

AsWGTE moves forward, Harrison promises the station will be more vis-
ible, more vocal, and more connected than ever.

“Look for us to be loud,” he said. “Look for us telling the stories of the
people who live, work, and play right here.”

The Bigger Picture

What'sreally at stake, Harrison believes, is the imagination and education
of future generations. “PBSis as American as you can get,” he said. “It’s for
the people, by the people. Taking it away is like taking away the people’s
voice.”

But if you ask Harrison what he sees beyond the storm, he'll tell you this:
WGTE isn’t closing its doors. It’s opening new ones. The station will lean
harder on its mission, explore fresh waysto serve, and invite the community
to play a bigger role in shaping what comes next.

Yes, the bricks were pulled from the pile. But instead of leaving a hole,
Harrison is determined to rebuild—stronger, taller, and with a little extra
paint to make the house shine.

“Public media isn’t done,” he said with quiet confidence. “It’s just getting
started in a new way.”

Explore the many ways to support WGTE
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Toledo Realtists Bring Home National Honors
from LosAngeles Convention Toledo

Special to The Truth

In the heart of Los Angeles, Toledo's real estate professionals made their
mark on the nationd stage. The Greater Toledo Redltist Association (GTRA)
sent a powerful delegation of more than 10 members to the 77th National As-
sociation of Rea Estate Brokers (NAREB) Nationa Convention and they
came back with awards, new credentials, and arenewed mission for the city.

One of the most celebrated moments was the recognition of Faye Smith,
Mortgage Loan Originator at Fifth Third Bank, as one of the Top 10 Mortgage
Loan Originatorsin the nation. Her work has helped countless families — es-
pecialy inunderserved communities— achieve the dream of homeownership.

The convention also marked the graduation of three GTRA members from
the NAREB Developers Academy Class of 2025: Deon Davis, Caitlyn Stuart,
and President D€' Lisa Moore. These emerging African American developers
are building more than innovative, affordable housing in Toledo they are creat-
ing opportunities that strengthen the economy and empower the community

“We went to Los Angeles as representatives of Toledo, but we came back as
part of abigger movement,” said Moore. “ These achievements belong not just
to our members, but to every family we will help into ahome, every neighbor-
hood we will strengthen, and every young person we will inspire to see real
estate as a pathway to wealth.”

GTRA will continue that mission locally with its Fourth Annua Masquerade
Night at the Casino Fundraiser on Saturday, November 1, 2025, at the Gesu
Sullivan Center. Tickets are on sale now at Eventbrite.com. Those looking to
learn more about GTRA can join our General Body Meetings, held every third
Tuesday of the month at 6 PM at Tolhouse, 1447 N. Summit St., Toledo, OH
43604. Mestings are open to the public.

Founded in 1947, NAREB is the nation’s oldest minority trade association,
committed to promoting democracy in housing and increasing homeownership
in Black and underserved communities.

'K

Faye Smith (in red), Ashley Thomas NAREB'’s
National President, Delisa Moore (in blue)

NAREB Developers Academy Graduate, Deon Davis

NAREB Developers
Academy Graduate,
Caitlyn Stuart

NAREB Developers
Academy Graduate,
GTRA President Delisa
Moore
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Toledo Alpha Phi Alpha Alumni Shift
Mentorsnip into Gear at Jim White Toyota

By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

On Saturday, August 2, the Toledo Alumni chapter of Alpha Phi Alphalnc.
partnered with Jim White Toyota to equip the young gentlemen of the Alpha
Esquires with basic car care skills.

The attendees learned from the Jim White Toyota team the importance of
an oil change, general operating basics, windshield wiper replacement, and
other general vehicle upkeep information. The studentswere also introduced
to the business of car sales with the introduction of several team members
such as the Service Manager Mike Johnson.

Johnson shared details of the operation such as the cost and the role of
each position that gets a car from the lot to a buyer. “They are learning not
only how to care for their car but the opportunities that they have,” said Greg
Walker, Jim White Finance Manager and Alpha Phi Alpha member.

The Alpha Esquires program, operated by the Alpha Xi Lambda Chapter
of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc., is helping to shape the next generation
of leaders in Toledo by mentoring young African-American boys in grades
six through 12.

The program creates opportunities for personal growth, academic success
and career exploration. Participants receive mentoring in leadership devel-
opment, financial literacy, public speaking and college preparation. The ul-
timate goal is not only getting students into college but aso seeing them
through graduation. The Alpha Esquires program offers a focused solution
to address academic challenges, reinforces confidence, purpose and a strong
support network for the young men.

The Alpha Xi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity was char-
tered in 1928 and remains active in mentoring, scholarship and civic engage-
ment. The organization welcomes families looking for positive guidance
for their sons and volunteers eager to support youth development in Toledo.
Those interested in the program can learn more or get involved by visiting
toledoal phas.com.

Alpha Phi Alpha member Khary
Carson accompanies esquires at
Jim White

Alpha Phi Alpha, Inc. Toledo Alumni Chapter Alpha Esquires Committee - from
left to right - Nataniel Young, Mike Johnson, Keenen Fisher.
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Black Unemployment Skyrocketsas Donald
Trump ContinuesHisWar Againg Black
Work, Wages and Wealth

Special to The Truth

In response to reporting showing that the Black unemployment rate has
skyrocketed to its highest level since the COVID-19 pandemic, DNC Senior
Spokesperson Marcus W. Robinson released the following statement:

“Donald Trump has spent the past week lying about job numbers, despite
overwhelming evidence that his presidency has been a disaster for job seek-
ers. His economic failures are costing Black Americans their livelihoods.
The July jobs report revealed that Black unemployment has surged to its
highest level since 2021. After gutting federal programs that helped Black
job seekers, pushing a budget that threatens health care and food assistance
for Black families, and eliminating grants that supported Black small business
owners, Black communities are once again being left behind.”

REMINDER: On top of his actions skyrocketing Black unemployment,
Trump signed a budget bill into law that would rip away health care from 17
million Americans — disproportionately hurting Black Americans.

CNBC: “Trump's bill combined with separate policy changes could result in
an estimated 17 million people losing health insurance, said Robin Rudowitz,
director of the program on Medicaid and the uninsured at health policy re-
search organization KFF.”

Economic Policy Ingtitute: “Cuts to Medicaid will disproportionately hurt
people of color and children”

“In 2023, after the end of the Medicaid re-enrollment provision that helped
families and children remain insured throughout the pandemic, Black and His-
panic individuals were twice as likely as their white peersto lose coverage.

“Federal cuts to Medicaid follow a long history of politica battles over
publicly provided health coverage, with mgjor implications for communi-

ties of color. The Affordable Care Act and its expansion of Medicaid helped
reduce the nonelderly Black and Hispanic uninsured rate by more than 10
percentage points between 2010 and 2023.”

Trump and Republicans’ budget bill would also cut food assistance for
more than 22 million families — worsening food insecurity in Black com-
munities.

CNBC: “The changes will cause 22.3 million families to lose some or all
of their SNAP benefits, according to the institute, a nonpartisan provider of
policy research. Itsanalysisis based on the legislation passed by the Senate,
which the House did not change before voting for the bill, signed into law by
President Donald Trump.”

Economic Policy Institute: “Cuts to SNAP benefits will disproportionately
harm families of color and children”

“More than one in five Black, American Indian and Alaska Native (ATAN),
and Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander (NHPI) households relied
on SNAP to meet their nutritional needs in the 2019-2023 period.

“More than two million people of color, including over 800,000 Black
and over 900,000 Hispanic people, avoided poverty thanks to the support
provided by SNAP”

Trump’s policies have made it harder for Black Americans to support their
families and earn aliving.

MSNBC: “The executive order lays out Trump’s plans to axe seven gov-
ernment entities, including the Minority Business Development Agency,
saying they each ‘shall be eliminated to the maximum extent consistent with
applicable law.””

“The Minority Business Development Agency was created during the
Richard Nixon administration and has a self-described mission ‘to promote
the growth and global competitiveness of Minority Business Enterprisesin
order to unlock the country’s full economic potential.’”

Owens Presdent
Cdebrates 60th
Anniversary, Start of
BSN Program in State
of the College Address

Owens Community College president Dr. Dione Somerville welcomed in
aspecial year with the State of the College address, delivered at both cam-
puses on Monday. The 2025-26 academic year is the 60th anniversary of
Owens providing education and training to northwest Ohio.

Owens opened in 1965 as part of Penta County Technical Institute with
200 students, becoming Michael J. Owens Technical College in 1972 and
finally Owens Community College in 1994.

During her speech, Dr. Somerville mentioned the more than 500,000 stu-
dents who attended Owens for credit in its history.

“Milestones like this are rare, and they give us the chance to reflect, honor
and look ahead,” she said. “We've navigated challenges that have reshaped
higher education, including an enrollment cliff, aglobal pandemic and chal-
lenging legislation. And yet, through it al, Owens has remained steadfast.
We've never lost sight of who we are or why we exist: to providelife-chang-
ing education and build stronger communities.”

The college has activities and celebrations planned throughout the school
year to honor its 60 years. It started with an update of the college timeline on
the walls of College Hall and includes a special commemorative commer-
cia, featuring Owens alumni Dr. Angela Jackson, an optometrist, Al Mitch-
ell, anurse, and Wood County Sheriff Mark Wasylyshyn.

Moreinformation on Owens' 60th anniversary, including an updated list of
events, can be found at owens.edu/owens60.
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NABJ SHectsElise Durham asltsNext Executive

Director

By Steven Flagg
Guest Column

The National Association of Black Journalists (NABJ) has selected Elise
Durham as its next executive director. Durham comes to NABJ with more
than 30 years of professional work experiencein television news management,
strategic communications, and government relations, and has an extensive
background leading dynamic, results-oriented teams. She is also a longtime
member of NABJ.

Durham was selected after multiple reviews by the NABJ executive board
and ad hoc executive director search advisory committee. Candidates were
scored on key measurements critical to an executive director’s responsibilities,
considering the ever-changing landscape for journaists and media profession-
als. Durham was a standout on each level.

Currently, Durham isthe assistant general manager of Marketing, Communi-
cations, and Public Affairs for Hartsfield-Jackson Atlanta International Airport,
the busiest airport in the world. She oversees a multi-million-dollar portfolio
and a team of 30 employees. In that role, she manages the airport’s relation-
ship with corporate, strategic and community partners. Before that, Durham
was communications director for Atlanta Mayors Keisha Lance Bottoms and
Andre Dickens. She also served as executive director of Strategic Commu-
nications for Morehouse College where she contributed to a five-year capital
campaign that raised $120 million.

Durham’s commitment to NABJ has lasted for more than 35 years. During
that time, she produced major events for NABJ including serving as conven-
tion program chair, convention chair, and producer of several U.S. presidential
candidate forums. She aso was behind the Founders' reception held at the
African American Museum on History and Culture in Washington, D.C.

Her passion for NABJ runs deep. “I am honored and ready to help lead
NABJinto its next, most transformative chapter grounded in vision, advocacy,
innovation, and love,” said Durham. “I often say that NABJ is the longest love
affair I have ever had, and I am excited about what the future will bring.”

As an “NABJ baby” Durham participated, as a student, in the very first NABJ
Short Course, held at her dmamater FloridaA& M University -where she sits
on the Board of Visitors of the School of Journalism and Graphic Communica-
tion. She has worked for six television stations including market powerhouse
WSB-TV, producing two of the No. 1 news programs in the country.

Over the years, she has raised
tens of thousands of dollars for
scholarships for the Atlanta Asso-
ciation of Black Journalists, where
she currently serves as Parliamen-
tarian.

As current NABJ Executive
Director Drew Berry recently an-
nounced his upcoming retirement
later this year, NABJ leadership
is looking forward to welcoming
Durham.

President Ken Lemon says, “The
selection of our next executive director now alows the current executive board,
which also serves as NABIJ’s personnel committee, to fulfill responsibilities they
were elected to do. That includes ensuring an Executive Director isin place and
empowered to do the business of NABJ aswe roll into our next 50 years.”

NABJ made the decision to fill this critical role at this time to:

* Allow for asmooth transition between the outgoing and incoming

executive directors,

* Ensure stability with sponsor and partner relationships, many of whom

are attending the convention this year, and

* Creste synergy with the Board of directors and NABJ staff while the current
executivedirector isin place. Retiring Executive Director Drew Berry says, “We
arethrilled to welcome Elise Durham as NABJ s next executive director. With a
deep understanding of our organizational history and culture, and a proven track
record of visionary leadership, she is uniquely positioned and qualified to guide
NABJinto its next chapter.” Berry continued to say,

“Serving this extraordinary organization has been the honor of a lifetime. As I
prepare to pass the baton, I do so with pride and optimism, knowing that NABJ
will bein capable and committed hands. I’'m grateful for the opportunity I've had
to serve, and I leave this position proud of what we’ve built together.”

Durham will officially begin her position as NABJ executive director this fall.

Elise Durham

On 90th Anniversary of Social Security, Ohio
Republicans Want to Gut Program

Special to The Truth

Last week, August 14, marked the 90th anniversary of the social security
program, which helps millions of Americans retire with dignity. Instead of
standing up for social security, Ohio Republicans are either working to cut
the program, too weak to push back, or both as social security facesits big-
gest threat in 90 years.

Every Republican in Ohio’s congressional delegation voted for the not-
so “big, beautiful bill” that Treasury Secretary Scott Bessent admitted was
a “backdoor for privatizing social security.” In addition to his vote for the
“big, beautiful bill” that would threaten social security, Senator Husted voted
against multiple amendments that would have protected social security ben-
efits for Ohio’s seniors. Clearly, Ohioans can’t trust Husted to protect their
social security.

Meanwhile, gubernatorial candidate Vivek Ramaswamy relentlessly sup-
ported Elon Musk’s DOGE cuts, which aready have included deep cuts to
socia security. Seniors are facing up to three hour waits on the phone for
assistance, and many are forced to go to an office in-person and wait in long
lines. Ramaswamy istoo focused on cutting taxes for hisfellow billionaires.
He can't be trusted to protect Ohio seniors.

“Socia security is alifeline for more than a quarter of Ohioans, but Re-
publicans up and down the ballot would take it away in a minute to score
political points. Already, Ramaswamy and Husted have thrown the program
into chaosin order to save money for hillionaires, resulting in long lines and
frustration for their constituents,” said Ohio Democratic Party spokeswom-
an Katie Seewer. “Voterswon't tolerate candidates who refuse to protect the
social security they earned, and will vote accordingly in 2026.”

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample y va n

storage, high ceilings and
Apartment Homes

breath-taking views! Stop in
Sl -

today to see our beautifully
4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com

with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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ThisWeek in Toledo

Thisweek in Toledo, explore what the city hasto offer with family activ-
ities, community gatherings, and free events happening in neighborhoods,
parks, downtown and across town.

** Here'swhat’s happening Aug 18 - Aug 24:

Monday, August 18

Let's Get Moving with special guests Mercy Health TraumaAdministra-
tion

Bowman Park— Chessie Trails, 4793 Jackman Rd, 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Wednesday, August 20
Join Toledo Fire & Rescue Informational Meeting
Goodwill Building Basement, 1120 Madison Ave, 8 am. - 9 am.

Register  for event at:  (https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
alc4272f48814682820bch4645f661c5)

Join Toledo Fire & Rescue Informational Meeting
Goodwill Building Basement, 1120 Madison Ave, 5:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.

Register  for event at:  (https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/
alc4272f48814682820bch4645f661c5)

Pickleball Clinic Trilby Park
Trilby Park, 3125 Shawnee Rd. 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Friday, August 22
Pickleball Clinic Trilby Park
Trilby Park, 3125 Shawnee Rd. 6 p.m. - 8 p.m.

Party in the Park
Promenade Park 5 p.m. - 10 p.m.

“90s R&B Jam” hosted Big Trice with Dj Lyte N Rod, WallMusic and
Friends

Theme Night @ the Rink: PRIDE
Ottawa Park Rink, 2015 Parkside Blvd, 6 p.m. - 11 p.m.

Saturday, August 23
Clean Toledo Recycling Event
Sears Westgate, 3408 Central Ave. 9am. - 1 p.m.

** Enjoy what Toledo hasto offer every day this summer at parks, pools,
and more

* Swim at one of five city pools (12-6 p.m.): $1 for ages 12 and under,
$2 for ages 13 and up

* Bike with the family at Ottawa Park, Walbridge Park, Pine Glenn, and
more

* Golf at Collins, Detwiler, or Ottawa Park courses

* Grill & chill at one of over 20 parks with picnic areas

Have you taken part in summer events and activities across Toledo?
Share your photos and tag @CityofToledo to show how you’ re making the
most of the season!
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Lead Boldly. Seven Principlesfrom Dr. Martin
Luther King Jr. by Robert F. Smith

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Watch and learn.
, . c. 2025
If you've ever had to do something thorny HaroerColins Leadershi
or tricky, something you've never done be- arp $31.99 P
fore, that's how you get good at it: you watch ’
a video online or see someone do it in person 240 pages

before trying it and putting your own spin on
it. See one, do one, show one, they say. Asin the new book Lead Boldly
by Robert F. Smith, it's always best to learn by example.

Though he was there at the March on Washington in August of 1963,
Smith doesn’t remember it. He was an infant in his mother’s arms then,
but he grew up on stories of that day, and other accounts of Dr. Martin
Luther King's efforts. He cut his teeth on tales of Jim Crow, the Green
Book, and the lack of generational wealth. Understanding this history is
why, in his business, he reaches for the seven principles that Dr. King
taught.

L eaders, he says, know the importance of equal opportunities and they
work to change wealth gaps, and to raise up future generations of Black
citizens — often through CDFIs (Community Development Financial In-
stitutions), which help underserved areas.

Leaders build community, then they work to move everyone forward
by encouraging STEM education in local schools, and by ensuring that
the latest technology is within reach of all citizens. They meld both sides
of Americainto one cohesive citizenry to harness the power of together-
ness, and to create equity and opportunities. Leaders build bridges be-
tween their group and others, and they work to keep them strong. A good
leader is brave enough and willing enough to step up and declare that
something’s wrong, and to see that that thing is fixed.

And finally, you can “lead boldly” by taking the reins, gathering your
team, and continuing on with efforts to better all citizensin all corners.

Looking for some inspiration from the C-Suite?

You might find it in-
side Lead Boldly, but
you might also notice
that what you'll read
here is somewhat in-
adequate. Rather than
hearty  information,
it's a lot of opinion
— valid opinion, but
opinion  nonetheless
— that may work bet-
ter for younger, up-

and-comers.  Worse:
there's realy not
enough of it.

That can be frus-
trating. Author and
head of Vista Equity
Partners, Robert F.
Smith, starts each
chapter with a dif-
ferent speech by Dr.
King, and he then
makes each relevant
for anyone who hopes
to make change. After
those rousing words,
though, readers may
be left wanting more
direction. You'll be
fired up... and then
cooled down quick,
probably because this
book isrelatively short, at just 240 pages, roughly half of which is speech
transcripts. That leaves the other half to cover alot of ground.

Which it does, but just not enough.

Thisisn’t a bad book; it's full of great information but it feels incom-
plete. Perhaps the best way to get the most out of it isto study the speech-
es and use Smith’s lessons as a launching pad. Do your own homework
and then let Lead Boldly inspire you further.

Lead Boldly author

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!

[V Basement Waterproofing [V Indoor Air Quality
[V Foundation Repair [/ Crawl Space Service

$780 OFF

1
1
1
Plus FREE 1
1
.

SO
ERIEFOME. " | wome irquatty Tt (839 viue)

(CALI. TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

> 1-888-501-2812

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (*Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not
be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT
CALLIist or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT FOR PROPOSALS
TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY
TOLEDO, OHIO

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that Electronic Bids will be received by the Toledo-Lucas County
Port Authority for all labor, material, insurance, and equipment necessary for the Replace Pas-
senger Boarding Bridge project at Eugene F. Kranz Toledo Express Airport, 11013 Airport High-
way, Swanton, OH 43558, in accordance with the approved plans and specifications, for the
Port Authority at One Maritime Plaza, Toledo, Ohio 43604.

The project consists of the replacement of an existing passenger boarding bridge (PBB) located
at Gate 3 of the passenger terminal at Eugene F. Kranz Toledo Express Airport (TOL). This proj-
ectis structured as a Base Bid with Bid Alternates. For the Base Bid, the project scope generally
includes the demolition and removal of the existing PBB and installation of a new PBB, complete
with a PBB-mounted ground power unit (GPU) and associated equipment and appurtenances,
and the removal and remarking of associated aircraft parking position pavement markings.

Bid Alternate No. 1, project scope generally includes the addition of a PBB-mounted pre-condi-
tioned air (PCA) unit and appurtenances.

Bid Alternate No. 2, project scope generally includes the installation of a potable water cabinet
at Gate 3, including all equipment and appurtenances, to support the Gate 3 aircraft parking
position.

This project may be awarded by the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority at its sole discre-
tion. The engineer’s opinion of probable construction cost for the base bid is approximately
$1,200,000.00, bid alternate no. 1 is approximately $180,000.00, bid alternate no. 2 is approxi-
mately $60,000.00. The total contract duration is 330 calendar days from the Notice to Proceed,
divided into two (2) phases. All materials procured, construction methods used, and construc-
tion activities must be done in accordance with FAA material specifications and guidance on
operational safety on airports during construction referenced in the project documents.

Bids will be received through Bid Express, an online electronic bidding system, until Tuesday,
September 9, 2025, at 10:00 AM, at which time all bids will be opened through the Bid Express
website.

The plans and bid proposal documents are available through Bid Express at: https://www.bid-
express.com/businesses/66075/home. Bidders new to the electronic bidding system must first
register on the Bid Express website (www.bidexpress.com). Registration is Free. It can take up
to five (5) business days to process a Digital ID and it is highly recommended that a Digital ID
be enabled 48 hours in advance of submitting an electronic bid. Bidders must plan accordingly.
For additional guidance regarding electronic bidding, bidders must contact Bid Express directly.
Each bidder shall be responsible for submitting its electronic bid before the bid deadline.

Electronic Proposals must be submitted on the form(s) included in Bid Express and shall be
accompanied by a certified check or an acceptable Proposal Bond with satisfactory surety
specifying the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority as the obligee, in the sum of not less than
ten percent (10%) of the total proposal amount.

Please note that there will NOT be a pre-bid meeting held or this project. Please submit all
questions through the Bid Express service by Thursday, August 28, 2025, at 10:00 AM local
time. Questions submitted after the deadline will not receive a response. Additional information
can be found at https://www.toledoport.org/public-notices

Thomas J. Winston
President and CEO
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS:
STRATEGIC PLANNING
SERVICES

The Mental Health & Recovery Services
Board (MHRSB) of Lucas County invites pro-
posals from interested parties with expertise
in performing strategic planning services for
the MHRSB'’s next three-year strategic plan.

Proposals are to be delivered no later than
5:00 p.m. ET on September 26, 2025. All
questions should be submitted to sspinelli@
Icmhrsb.oh.gov by September 1, 2025. Re-
sponses will be posted on MHRSB’s website.
Details regarding the project deliverables
and submission criteria are located on the
MHRSB’s  website:  http://www.lcmhrsb.
oh.gov/publicnotice/.

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located in
Toledo, OH is seeking experienced applicants
for the following position(s): Chief Financial
Officer. Please email a one-page cover letter,
a two-page resume, a listing of three profes-
sional references, and salary expectations to
both Stan Quy, President / Principal of The
Organizational Leadership Edge at SQuy@
cox.net and Jessica Quy, TOLE Administra-
tive Assistant at jessicaquy79@gmail.com.
The deadline for applications is Friday, Au-
gust 29th, at 5:00PM Central Time. This is a
Section 3 covered position. HUD recipients
are encouraged to apply and are to indicate
on the application if you are a LMHA Public
Housing client or Housing Choice Voucher
Program participant. Persons with disabilities
are encouraged to apply. Equal employment
opportunity shall be afforded to all qualified
persons without regard to age, race, color, re-
ligion, religious creed, gender, military status,
ancestry, disability, handicap, sexual orienta-
tion, genetic information or national origin.

Call to place your ad:

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)
MISSION POINT APARTMENTS,
L.P. CONSTRUCTION MANAGER
AT RISK (CMAR)

Mission Point Apartments, L.P & Lucas Metro-
politan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals
fora Construction Manager at Risk (CMAR)
— Mission Point. Received in accordance with
law until August 29, 2025, at 3:00 PM ET. For
documents: www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson
Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438
(TRS: Dial 711). Bidders are required to meet
Affirmative Action and Equal Employment Op-
portunity requirements as described in Execu-
tive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is
a Section 3 covered contract, and any Section
3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.
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The 11th Annual Motown Dinner & Dance Cruise

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

It was another delightful night aboard the Detroit
Princess on Friday, August 16, as about 100 guests,
mostly from Toledo, joined Donnetta Carter — the
Social Butterfly — on a cruise of the Detroit River
to enjoy a sumptuous buffet, to view the waterfront
structures of Detroit and Windsor and to dance and
sing along to music by the crowd-pleasing Prolif-
ics, who once again dazzled their audience with
their Motown renditions.

One of the highlights of the evening was the pre-
sentation of a donation by Carter to the New Leaf
Groups, Inc, a Toledo non-profit organization that
assists the area’s unhoused, among other efforts.

Jenal Hicklin and three board membersfrom New
Leaf were on hand to accept the check. And two
bus loads full of supporters joined them from the
Toledo area. Hicklin, the founder and CEO of New
Life, accepted on behalf of the group and described
the three leaves of the organization.

“ am just shocked,” she said of the $2,000 gift.
The first leaf, she explained, “is an after-school
program that flows into our summer camp.” With
the second leaf, “we feed 100 to 130 homeless —
unhoused every day, I will be getting up tomorrow
morning to prepare ahhot meal.”

A women and men empowerment session that
meets once a quarter is the third leaf, “because we
believe mental health is real and we want a safer
space for them to talk about the daily problemsin
their lives,” said Hicklin.

The Detroit Princess, in the meantime, cruised
north past Bois Blanc (Boblo) Island and, turning,
floated down past the Ambassador Bridge before
turning again and returning to dock at around 9:30.

Asthe sun set and the ship cruised past the sights
along the river, the guests on the second deck sang
adong to themusic of the Temptations, the Miracles,
the Four Tops, Stevie Wonder, Marvin Gaye and
more — the Motown R & B legends of the 60s and
70s. The Prolifics, the house band for the Detroit

Princess, were effusive in their praise for the enthu-
Siastic audience.

The Prolifics concluded their act by re-imagining
the famous Soul Train disco line and virtually every
audience member strutted their stuff on the dance
floor.

In addition to the Social Butterfly, other spon-
sors for the 11th annual Motown Dinner & Dance
Cruise were Tayler Automotive and The Sojourn-
er'sTruth.
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