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High-Wire L eader ship:
Policing and Privacy

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

| have always believed that a strong democracy is not only one that ensures the safety of its people, but also

protects their freedom

The public beef between Lucas County Sheriff Mike Navarre and Com-
missioner Pete Gerken over Flock Safety’slicense plate cameras, along with
uninvited sideline sniping from Lucas County Treasurer Lindsay Webb, rais-
es not just policy questions but deeper issues about leadership, values and
how we handle disagreement in public life.

Sheriff Navarre argues that the $250,000 cameras are a critical tool for
solving crimes, recovering stolen vehicles and improving law enforcement
response by aiding law enforcement with fast, actionable data.

Commissioner Gerken, whoinitially voted infavor of the cameras, changed
course and reversed his decision, citing the long-term consequences of mass
surveillance, potential infringements on First Amendment rights and what he
described as alack of public oversight in the deal.

What has followed has been a flurry of press conferences, accusations of
retaliation, threats of legal action and growing tension that has led to person-
al attacks and potential long-term grudges between seasoned public servants.
But beneath the surface of what has quickly spiraled into something closer to a
political reality dramais something more instructive—something that speaks
not only to the facts of the matter but to how we navigate conflict itself.

Here's the truth: Toledoans want our leaders to protect us without compro-
mising our rights. However, we also expect our government to guard those
rights without leaving our communities vulnerable to harm.

Community Calendar

August 2

Warren A.M.E. Church 2025 FREE Community Giveaway Event; 9 am - 4
pm; Come and enjoy a variety of activities including: FREE clothes, commod-
ities, food baskets, music, games, fun and more — donations accepted — July
28-31 and August 1: 419-243-2237

August 23

The Bible Way Church of Toledo, in partnership with Wider Circle, Early
Morning Prayer, The Dr. Sam Show and The Voices of Legacy will host a
Back-to-School Book Bag Giveaway; Noon to 2 pm

Balancing

- Barack Obama

And, in this case, both Gerken and Navarre have valid points.

Studies by the RAND Corporation and other scholars affirm that license
plate readers can provide investigative leads and significantly improve arrest
rates and have been instrumental in Amber Alerts, drug interdictionsand vio-
lent crime investigations when used under clear policy guidelines. For com-
munities under siege and constantly bombarded by the trauma of poverty and
violence, like minority communities, these systems are not unwel come when
appropriately used.

At the same time, policing technologies have historically been misused
against minority populations, from facial recognition misidentification to bi-
ased deployment of stop-and-frisk. The readers are more often installed in
low-income neighborhoods populated by Black and Latino residents.

The Brennan Center for Justice, the Electronic Frontier Foundation, and
other researchers have also warned that these systems, left unchecked, can
indeed erode privacy, disproportionately impact Black and brown communi-
ties, and curtail constitutionally protected behaviors—like attending a pro-
test, community meeting, cultural festival, visiting a clinic or frequenting a
house of worship.

So, the disagreement between Gerken and Navarre is not about right or
wrong, nor isit a struggle between the principled and the petty. Instead, it re-
flects how leaders must navigate the tension between security and freedom in
ademocratic society.

How leaders walk that wire matters just as much as the policies themselves,
because in the end, the issue is not whether we should prioritize safety or pri-
vacy—it's how we hold onto both without losing either.

To their credit, both men have signaled some willingness to de-escalate the
drama. Gerken has called for a private meeting. Navarre has expressed his
openness to sit down and talk. That is not weakness—it's “grown-man” lead-
ership. That’s not backing down—it is statesmanship. It is two elected officials
“standing on business” for their convictions.

What is redly at stake is whether we can engage in principled debate in a
way that honors the public, preserves dignity and refusesto let our differences
consume our democracy and relationships.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org
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Trump to MAGA: “You Are Stupid!”

By Lafe Tolliver, Esg
Guest Column

You know how to win friends and influence
your enemies? Simple: Call your ardent support-
ersstupid and tell them you do not need their sup-
port anymore! That is a sure fire winner in any-
one's playbook.

And yet, this is some of the shocking name
calling that Trump has been engaged in since the
world, of which he is the ruler, (his words...not
mine) is not yet genuflecting fast enough for him
in light of the brewing scandal regarding his one
time, best bud...the late Jeffrey Epstein.

In his former days as a “playa,” Trump lived the high life with Epstein and
rumors of him cavorting with, “girls on the young side,” was visible for all
to seein the New York tabloids.

But, something happened on the way to the circus. Jeffrey Epstein’s sordid
history and subsequent sweet heart deal with prosecutors, has risen from
the dead like the proverbial Phoenix and is spooking the 34 times convicted
felon who occupies the White House.

The stench of a scandal possibly involving Trump is coming to full flower
in the media and Trump is now sweating cheap girlie perfume as he tries to
stave off the media flies that just love the smell of defeat or the rancid smell
of a conspiracy theory that just won’t go away quietly into the dustbins of
history.

Now, imagine if you were the skeletal hand of Epstein reaching out from
his place in Hell and trying to grab the sleeve or pants cuff of a man who
seemingly uses orange goop for his media make up.

In spite of Trump saying over and over again, “die Jeffrey...die!”, it ain’t
happening and Trump knows it. So what does he do? He tells the House
Leader, liI’ Mikey Johnson, to clear out the House until September in the
hopes that it will buy him some time for this media frenzy to fizzle out.

Sorry, big guy, but that won’t happen! The story is too juicy and hundreds
of un-avenged innocents who have been wrongfully denied full accountabil-
ity from all of the adultswho horribly abused them for pure sport and fun are
still waiting for justice.

So now we have Dear Leader, in incompetent damage control, trying to di-
vert everyone’s attention from his affiliation with Epstein and his pedophilia
crimes.

And what sure fire diversion is there for his MAGA base than to raise the
name of Obama!

Yes... Obama. Now, the storyline (for now) will be that Obama should be
or could be charged with treason or sedition regarding the Russia voting/
influence hoax. This is the gibberish that his clown car of Department of
Justice stooges, Bondi and Patel, will peddle to the weak minded in the GOP.

If that does not work, Trump has an extensive playlist of other wacky di-
versions that he will toss against the barn door to see what may stick (spoiler
alert: none will stick!).

Even the ever faithful MAGA base is getting grouchy and irritable with
being told that In all of the years that they played the faithful role of “good
doggie” and listened and followed every crackpot conspiracy theory, Trump
was going to be their knight in shining armor to vindicate their righteousness
in their crusade about all things they did not understand because they were
duped by the Deep State!

What a feeling...to know that for nigh a decade, the MAGA faithful, gave
their monies, time and fealty to a conman and now convicted felon, and now
it was all for naught! What a punch to the MAGA gut.

Now, their tarnished hero is telling them, it was all a hoax and that he did
it just to gain the White House and to play to their real or imagined fears that
unless Trump stood in the gap, their standing as a White nation and as White
people could be in jeopardy by those “others”.

Oh...the shame! The tears! The heartbreak! The losses! The rage! The be-
trayal! All because a New York con man rode into their town with loose talk
that he was one of them, and sold them bottles of snake oil that they are now
discovering, it was just colored water in the bottles; for them to, “get over it
and move on!”

This MAGA base was apparently willing to forgive and forget Trump en-
couraging them to storm the Capitol on January 6 in a planned insurrection.
They were willing to turn their eyes from Trump being adjudged a sexual
abuser. They were willing to look at their feet while Trump was convicted
of being a felon...34 times. They were willing to believe the big lie that the
2020 election was stolen.

But now. This is sumpin’ different. This is a grab you by the throat and spit
in your face denial by Trump that he is asking them to get a life and move on
about the Epstein files.

Well, they ain’t moving and Trump is not used to his servile base not heed-
ing his every word as gospel. No sir! This time, part of MAGA is saying:
“The gig is up...we want all of the Epstein files released...now!

The optics are not good for Dear Leader. Too many MAGA influencers are
not fawning over him as he is used to having done when his shadow crosses
their paths.

Their outrage is palatable and they want their overdue pound of flesh!
Some members of the Senate GOP are starting to come out from under their
tables and closets and with trembling voices, are telling Trump...”Release
all of the files!”

My advice to him in light of the recent Supreme Court ruling that a presi-
dent is immune from criminal acts done while in office?

Answer: Order Pam Bondi, the feckless head of the DOJ to bring all of the
Epstein files to him for a private review and while he is alone around the
fireplace, BURN ALL OF THE FILES! There.

It is done and since Trump can not run again, he will simply withstand the

firestorm and become a lame duck president guaranteeing the Democrats
winning the upcoming elections and then the White House in 2028.

See how easy that was! Ezee-Pezee!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver @juno.com
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Visit glasscityfcu.com or a branch to
apply for our Back-to-School Loan today!

GLASSCITY

Back-to-School Loan is offered thru August 31, 2025. All financing subject to credit approval &
membership eligibility.
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My “Re-Education of M€’ Era: Six Truths
That Changed How | Move

Carla Thomas
The Truth Contributor

I’'minwhat | like to call my Re-Education of Me
era. After years of taking systems at face value, i.e.,
what | wastaught in school, what | saw inthe media,
what | was told to believe, | started asking deeper
questions. Earning my master’s degree in Socia
Justice and Community Organizing didn’t just give
me tools, it gave me clarity. Some of these truths |
already knew. Others hit me like a slap in the face.
But all of them changed how | see the world, and
now, how | moveinit.

And here's the deal: once you learn a truth, you
become responsible for it. You can’t unsee it. You can’'t unknow it. And you
sure as hell can't act like you don’t understand what's really going on.

So as | continue unlearning and relearning, | want to share six truths that
have shifted my thinking, fueled my passion and set me on acourse toward real
liberation, for myself, for my people, and for the communities | love.

Thislist is not exhaustive by any means, or to some, not even that deep but
these are just a few new understandings that matter to me and change how |
move.

1. DEI Wasn't Madeto Liberate Us

The concept of diversity, equity and inclusion was never designed to free us,
it was designed to fit us into systems that still see us as lesser. Inclusion often
just means being allowed into spaces while still being treated asinferior. They
might open the door, but they don’'t change the rules, the culture or the power
dynamics. Microaggressions still thrive. Bias still breathes. And we' re expect-
ed to be grateful just to be in the building. This is the illusion of inclusion:
representation without respect, presence without power. DEI in most spaces
became a checkbox, not acommitment.

That'snot to say DEI hasn’t had any impact. Some doors have opened. Some

conversations have shifted. But access is not freedom. And we can’t confuse
performative diversity with structural change. Especially now, as companies
quietly cut their DEI teams and as Trump openly targets policies that protect
Black and Brown people. We're being shown in real time that DEI was never
the plan for our liberation, it was the compromise. And compromises don’t set
people free.

2. Cultural Hegemony: The System Trained Usto Think It's Normal

There's areason so much of what we accept as “normal” feels hard to ques-
tion: it was designed that way. Cultural hegemony is the process by which the
dominant class uses everyday systems like education, religion and media, to
shape how we see the world. They taught us what to believe, what to vaue,
and what to aim for. Over time, their worldview started to feel like common
sense. But it’s not, it's programming.

Every mgjor system we have, from how we learn to how we work, to how
weworship, was put in place by the dominant class: wealthy dlites, politicians,
and corporate powerholders. These systems were never meant to liberate us.
They were built to keep the working class working, producing, consuming,
and staying busy, while the rich got richer off our labor, our loyalty, and our
distractions.

Think about school curriculums that center white history and barely men-
tion ours unlessit's davery or civil rights. Or how standardized tests are built
around white middle-class norms but are used to measure everyone. That's
cultural hegemony. Think about how media shows Black people as criminals
or sidekicks, rarely as complex heroes, or leaders. That's cultural hegemony.
Or how religion was used to justify slavery and later respectability politics,
telling usto suffer quietly, forgive endlessly, and pray our way through oppres-
sion. That's cultural hegemony.

We were told success means “ pulling yourself up by your bootstraps,” even
though they never gave us boots. We were taught to see poverty as a personal
failure, instead of arigged system. We were taught to worship hard work, even
when the work doesn’t lead to wealth. Thisisn't just random, it's intentional.
They’ ve used these systems to make inequality feel natural.

3. Justice Isn’t Independence

“We need to stop fighting for equality and fight for independence.” —
Tunis Campbell

Tunis Campbell was a Reconstruction-era leader, landowner and fierce advo-
cate for Black self-governance. After the Civil War, he helped freed Black peo-
ple establish self-sustaining communities in Georgia, complete with schooals,
protection and political representation. He wasn't just about freedom, he was
about freedom with infrastructure. And he understood early on that begging
the same system that endlaved us to now save us was a losing strategy.

We've been taught to chase justice, march, protest and demand new laws.
But justice in America often means asking the same system that harmed us
to fix itself. It means asking for equality within the confines of a game rigged
against us. Independence is something else entirely. It means building struc-
turesthat don’t rely on them at all. It means owning land, so we're not pushed
out. Running businesses so we control our economy. Educating our children
with our truth, not their version of it.

Justice asks for aseat at the table. Independence builds anew table and owns
theland it sits on. We need | ess permission and more power. Because liberation
won't belegidated. It'll be constructed. By us.

4. We Fund Everybody’s Future but Our Own

Black America has over $1.6 trillion in spending power. That's enough to
shift economies, influence markets and build real generational wealth. So why
don’t our communities reflect that kind of power?

Because we' ve been conditioned to spend, not to build. We' re encouraged
to chase image over infrastructure, to wear our wealth instead of grow it. We
pour billions into beauty supply stores, gas stations and convenience shops
owned by people who don’t live in our neighborhoods, don’t invest in them
and, in many cases, don’t even like us. Our dollars build their empires, send
their kids to college, and what do are communities have to show for it? Noth-
ing.

It doesn't have to be this way. That's the power of collective economics,
when we stop spending individualy and start building intentionally, we can
create something that serves us.

... continued on page 6
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Siger2Sster The Conversation: Where
Awakening Beginswith Us

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

Have you ever felt like life was trying to tell you something? Like maybe—
just maybe—there’smoreto you than the version of yourself you show theworld
every day?

That was the unspoken energy pulsing through the cozy corners of Franklin
Perk Café, nestled inside Franklin Park Mall. With its comforting scent of coffee
and soft hum of conversation, the café once again transformed into a sanctuary
for reflection. It was the perfect backdrop for the most recent Sister 2Sister Con-
versation, hosted by Amy Hall and Stayce Fowler.

The theme? “ Awakening.” And no, not the kind where you hit snooze five
times before crawling out of bed. We' retalking about really waking up—to your
habits, your triggers, your dreams and who you' re becoming.

Amy Hall, a respected business leader and entrepreneur, is known for her
no-nonsense warmth and the way she blends faith, focus and fema e empower-
ment.

Stayce Fowler, founder and editor of Pursuit (formerly The Stalwart), brings
both grace and grit to every space she enters, reminding women they are not
aonein their healing or their hustle.

If you weren’t there, let me catch you up. And if you were, let this be a remind-
er that your soul has been nudging you forward. Let’s go on ajourney together.
No judgment. Just honesty.

What AreYou Still Doing on Autopilot?

Have you ever driven somewhere and realized you don’t remember how you
got there? That's called autopilot. But what if parts of your life are stuck on au-
topilot too?

“It’s time to rise and shine,” Hall said. “And not just wake up and scroll your
phone—wake up to yourself. Wake up to the patterns you keep repesting, the
thoughts you’ve accepted as truth, the version of you that’s outdated.”

What are you still doing that doesn’t fit anymore?

Maybe it’s the way you talk to yourself. Maybe it’s the way you say “yes”
when you mean “no.” Maybe it’s chasing a dream that you chose, not one that
chose you.

Chaos ComesWith Clues

Some people run from chaos. Others, embraceit.

“I love a little chaos,” shared a guest with a laugh. “Because chaos is my clue
that something’s not aligned. It’s my invitation to pause, reflect and figure out
what life is trying to show me.”

That line hit hard for afew heads in the room. We @l nodded, because we' ve
all beenthere, when life starts breaking down, acting up, falling apart. But maybe
it'snot falling apart. Maybeit's clearing a path.

“Chaos doesn’t mean you’re doing something wrong,” another added. “It
means something bigger is being born. So sit with it.”

Instead of asking, “Why me?” ask, “What is this trying to teach me?”

“T like to think of myself as unfolding like a flower little by little,” Fowler
reflected.

Amy Hall and Stayce Fowler

AreYou Letting a Five-Year-Old Drive Your Car?

One of the most talked-about moments of the event waswhen Hall and Fowler
compared our inner child to abacksest driver gone rogue.

“There is no way you would let a five-year-old drive a car,” shared Hall. “But
whenwelet our fears, our childhood wounds, and our old stories make decisions
for us—that’s exactly what we’re doing.”

Mic drop.

We dl carry past experiences that shape how we respond to life. But are they
till serving us?

“Some of those thoughts were born when I was seven. I was told, ‘Don’t speak
unless you’re spoken to.” And that voice still shows up when I’'m in meetings,
when I need to speak on panels, even when posting on social media,” shared
Fowler.

Ask yourself: Is this belief mine, or is it something I picked up along the way?

Ego Talks Loud. But Truth Whispers.

Amy and Stayce exchanged reflections on how the ego often disguises itself
asaform of protection, when redly, it can be abarrier to growth.

“The ego wants to protect you, not evolve you,” Fowler said during the con-
versgtion, aline that instantly resonated with the room.

“It’ll keep you small in the name of safety,” Hall added, expanding on the
thought.

Their words served as a powerful reminder: sometimes the very voice that
feelslikeit's keeping us secureis actually holding us back.

But the truth? Truth doesn’t need to shout.

Truth shows up like awhisper. Like adream you can't shake. Like that tug in
your gut when something's off.

Another voice added, “The older I get, the more I trust those whispers. Even

...continued on page 6
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Carla Thomas...continued from page 4

And here’s an example we can follow. In response to racist and discrimina-
tory hiring practices by the New York City Omnibus Corporation, Black com-
munity leaders and businessmen in Harlem came together to create their own
bus company. They pooled their money and launched People’'s Transit, abus
service designed by and for the Black community. It was short-lived due to
legal and political pressure, but it was a bold and brilliant example of what’s
possible when we invest in ourselves rather than waiting to be included. This
isreal collective economicsin action.

It starts with trust though. Trust in ourselves, in our vision, and in our power.
It's time to stop making everyone else rich while our own communities stay
underfunded.

5. WhiteAdjacency IsaTrap

If you have to get sponsorship, permission, or backing from the dominant
class just to do something for your own people, do you really have power? Or
have we accepted a kind of dependence that looks like progress but feels like
aleash?

WEe' ve been taught that being close to whiteness, through education, careers,
the way we speak, dress, or move, somehow upgrades our worth. But proxim-
ity isn't power. It's performance. And the moment you stop performing the
way they want, it can al be taken away, your job, your funding, your access,
your platform.

Look at Colin Kagpernick. He had the education, the endorsements, the
“model minority” image. But the moment he stepped out of line and took
a knee for Black lives, the same system that celebrated him turned on him.

Therein lies the trap. They'll clap for you as long as you don't make them
uncomfortable. The minute you challenge their power, you' re reminded you
never realy had any.

We’ve mistaken being “the one they let in” or “the good negro”, as a flex,
whenin redlity, it just proves they're still the gatekeepers. True power doesn’t
come from being accepted by them. It comes from accepting ourselves fully,
realizing our power, and then building something that doesn’t require their nod
of approval or finances.

White adjacency may bring comfort, but it won't bring freedom. And chas-
ing it keeps us tethered to systems that were never built for our liberation.

6. Malcolm Wasn't Dangerous, and Martin Wasn't Soft

It frustrates me when | hear Black people compare the two as if we're sup-
posed to choose sides in a struggle that belongs to all of us. Some will say
Martin was too soft, too forgiving. Others will say Malcolm was too radical,
too aggressive. But that comparison dishonorswhat they both gave. They were
both sacrificial. Both purposeful. Both powerful. And both gave their lives for
what they believed in.

Martin had love. Malcolm had fire. But they were fighting the same beast,
just in different armor.

Martin wasn't just talking about dreams, by the end, he was denouncing
capitalism, war, and economic violence. That's why they killed him.

Malcolm wasn’t just talking about defense, he was building global solidarity
and advocating for Black peopl€e'sinternational human rights. That'swhy they
killed him.

They weren't opposites, they were complementary forcesin the same move-
ment. The system feared them both, not because they were extreme, but be-
cause they were effective. They were waking people up. And that's aways
dangerous to power.

Once we realize this truth, that the fight for liberation doesn’t look one way,
but is clothed in who we are, our unique purpose, our voice, our caling, then
we stop criticizing and start contributing. We each have the ability to make a
Martin and Ma colm impact, right where we are.

There’s no one right way to fight for freedom. But there is your way. So bring
it. The movement needs dl of us.

Final Reflection

Thesearen't just my truths. They're acal to remember who we are and how
we got here. My Re-Education of Me era has taught me that liberation starts
when we stop accepting the world asit’s been handed to us and start question-
ing everything.

Now it'stime for the Re-Education of Us.

Let’s revisit what we've been taught. Let's disrupt what we've been told
is normal. Let's stop waiting for permission to do what we' ve always been
capable of. Whether your lane is education, art, policy, healing, organizing,
parenting, or entrepreneurship, your clarity matters. Your unlearning matters.
Your action matters.

We don’'t need to al think the same. But we do need to start thinking criti-
cally. Because once you know, you' re responsible. And once we know? We're
unstoppable!

Sister2Sister...continued from page 5

when they don’t make senseright away, they always|ead me somewhere better.”
What is your truth whispering to you?
Give Yoursdlf Grace. You're Learning.
We clap for others when they get it right. But when we mess up? We sulk. We
spiral. We shut down.

“Why do we treat ourselves like enemies when al we're doing is learning?’
Fowler asked.

“Themost powerful thing I’ ve ever done was give myself grace. Even when |
wasn't proud. Even when | didn’t feel * spiritual’ or strong or successful.”

That's awakening too, realizing you don't have to earn ret, kindness, or joy.

If you were your own best friend, what would you tell yoursdlf right now?

BoundariesAre Not Betrayal

“It’s not personal,” a reflective sister said, pleasantly shrugging. “I'm just
choosing me thistime.”

The room got quiet—then heads started nodding again. Because how often do
wefed guilty for protecting our peace?

“1 used to let people walk al over me in the name of being ‘nice” said a
voice in the room. “But being nice doesn’t mean being adoormat. Being loving
doesn’t mean being drained.”

Whether it's family, friends, or your job, sometimes boundaries are your best
form of self-care.

Where do you need a boundary in your life? And what would that boundary

... continued on page 12
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The* Good Trouble” march took over Sylvania
Avenue

By Jefferson Diaz
The Truth Reporter

At least 600 people filled Sylvania Avenue, behind Franklin Mall, on July
17 for the “Good Trouble” march, an event organized in memory of the U.S.
Representative John Lewis, an activist and elected official who fought for
civil rights and opposed President Donald Trump during his first term.

The Toledo Persist movement and the Lucas County Democrats coordinat-
ed the event, which began at 6 p.m. with a walk along the avenue and ended
in front of the Lucas County Shared Services building parking lot.

Sky Beckwith, chair of the Lucas County Democratic Party, indicated that
this event, while not having a unified message like the No Kings March, was
about ensuring everyone’s voices “are heard” and that the political changes
that America needs must be achieved “through voting.”

On November 4 Toledoans will go to the polls to elect a mayor and six
at-large city council members. This date was repeated throughout the march
as a reminder of the upcoming electoral —and democratic—processes in the
city.

Although there were some skirmishes with people driving by and shouting
pro Trump slogans, most of those who watched the march honked in support
and shouted for the protests to continue until there was a change of govern-
ment.

“Our democracy is in danger, and we can’t remain silent. We have to go
out and vote against everything that’s happening,” said Lakisha Johnson, a
70 year-old woman and march attendee who recalled that in her entire life
as a registered Democrat and African American rights activist, she had never
seen “such a nefarious and terrible attack on our democratic institutions.”

One of the most repeated messages among the protesters was their opposi-
tion to the anti-immigration policies being implemented by the Trump ad-
ministration in its second term. The most repeated demands were to end the .
violent ICE raids against migrants, to demand that federal agents not wear |= = = = - - TWS Tours & Travel
face coverings, and to not deport people without due process.

Toledo police protected the marchers and ensured that no one blocked the
passage of cars on the avenue.

5-DAY ALL-

INCLUSIVE

PACKAGE
wnm

tyustours. com
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Bar dstown Pourson the Charm for National
Bourbon Week

By Shana Lee
The Truth Travel Correspondent

As atraveler with a deep love for food,
culture and memorable getaways, I've
been fortunate to experience some truly
special destinations. But this year, cel-
ebrating National Bourbon Day in Bard-
stown, Kentucky — the Bourbon Capital
of the World — was an experience | won't
soon forget.

| arrived early Friday morning, check-
ing into the beautiful Trail Hotel, Bard-
stown’s first bourbon-themed boutique
hotel. The attention to detail was imme-
diately clear — from bourbon-inspired art
in the guest rooms to the hotel’s hidden
speakeasy tucked behind a discreet en-
trance. The Trail Hotel quickly became more than just a place to stay — it new Bespoke in Bond event space in downtown Bardstown. Nine Bourbon
was part of the entire bourbon experience. Capita Alliance partner distilleries came together to pour exclusive and vin-

Within a few hours, my transportation for the weekend arrived — Ken-  tage selections, paired with small bites prepared by local chefs. As a VIP
tucky Bourbon Boys, a private tour company specializing in fully custom-  guest, I had the rare opportunity to taste pre-fire Heaven Hill, vintage Mak-
ized bourbon trail experiences. My drivers, Tim and Mark, went far beyond €r’sMark, Barton 1792, Beam, and even afew “dusty pours’ — the kind of
simply getting me from point A to B. They shared local stories, bourbon Whiskey most people only read about.
history and personal insights that brought Bardstown’s rich bourbon culture ~ On Saturday morning, | headed to Preservation Distillery for their Bour-
to life. Their warm hospitality and professionalism made my weekend all the bon & Brunch event. Sipping a bourbon espresso martini alongside crispy
more memorable. chicken & waffles felt like the perfect way to start the day. The highlight

The weekend kicked off with the Bourbon Capital Mash Up at the brand- ...continued on page 9

Eryoy a Summer of /na’epena’ence.lll
AGES 6-19 RIDE

TARTA FOR FREE
ALL SUMMER.

Get your Youth Summer Blast'
Pass at TARTA.com/blast.
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Bardstown... continued from page 8 Bardstown, I’ll definitely be back.

was meeting Preservation’s founder, Marci Palatella, who guided us through
aformal tasting of the distillery’s coveted Vintage Barrel Collection. Each
pour told its own story, showcasing the art and patience behind fine bourbon-
making.

Later that afternoon, | made a stop at the Oscar Getz Museum of Whiskey
History, housed inside the historic Spalding Hall. The museum’s collection
of antique stills, vintage advertisements, presidential whiskey artifacts, and
Prohibition-era memorabilia paints a fascinating picture of America’s long
love affair with bourbon. Walking through these exhibits added even more
depth to the weekend's tastings.

Saturday evening brought one of the most festive events of the weekend:
Maker's Mark’s Totally Bourbon Bash at the Brindiamo Penthouse. The
event marked several occasions — National Bourbon Week, Bill Samuels
Jr.’s birthday, and Maker’'s Mark’s famous Wall Street Journal feature from
the 1980s. Among the night’s highlights was an exclusive tasting of the up-
coming 2025 Star Hill Farm American Wheat Whisky, a new release blend-
ing two unique wheat mashbills. Retro cocktails, including a tropical bour-
bon pifia colada, added a fun and unexpected twist.

To cap off the day, | returned to The Trall Hotel’s speakeasy, a dimly lit,
Prohibition-style lounge with vintage decor, live jazz, and a well-curated
selection of vintage bourbon. With an Old Fashioned in hand, | found myself
reflecting on just how special this weekend had been.

Bardstown’s legacy as the Bourbon Capital of the World is well earned.
The town’s connection to bourbon dates back to the late 1700s, and many of
the world’'s most recognized brands still call Bardstown home today. Events
like National Bourbon Week celebrate not just the spirit itself, but the crafts-
manship, community, and history that make Kentucky bourbon a cultural
icon.

As I packed my bags to leave, I couldn’t help but feel grateful — not only
for theincredible bourbon | tasted, but for the people | met, the stories| heard
and the deep sense of pride this town carries for its rich bourbon heritage.
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My Virgin Voyage Cruise

By Ricky Tyus, Owner Tyus Tours & Travel
The Truth Travel Correspondent

Virgin Voyages invited me on a four-day travel agent cruise from Miami
to The Beach Club Bimini. Virgin Voyages is an adults-only cruise line for
guests 18 and up, offering arelaxed, upscale experience.

This cruise marked my first voyage since the onset of the pandemic, as
well as my inaugural experience with Virgin Voyages. | was accompanied
by my grade school friend, Pam (King) Coleman, together with Bryan and
Malynn James from Detroit (shown in the picture above). We embarked on
the Virgin Voyages Valiant Lady journey together as part of a shared profes-
sional experience.

On Thursday, May 29, we departed Detroit Metropolitan Airport on a di-
rect Spirit Airlines flight at 6:00 a.m. Although our scheduled arrival time in
Miami was 8:59 a.m., we arrived slightly ahead of schedule, landing at 8:52
am.

The excitement of our early arrival harmonized perfectly with the me-
ticulous planning that shaped every aspect of our journey. After breezing
through the airport, laughter bubbling between friends new and old, we were
quickly whisked toward our awaiting limousine—asleek, spacious SUV that
matched our collective sense of anticipation.

The drive through Miami’s sunlit streets revealed glimpses of palm trees
and sparkling water beyond, each mile drawing us closer to the port and the
promise of escape. Conversation flowed easily as we recounted our hopes
for the days ahead, each of us buoyed by the chance to reconnect, recharge
and explore aboard a vessel renowned for its playful elegance. The city’s
skyline faded behind us and, with each passing moment, the redlity of this
long-awaited adventure sank in we were about to set sail, leaving routine far
behind and stepping into aworld meticulously curated for delight.

With the Miami skyline still shimmering in the rearview, we made our way
to the port, spirits buoyed by the early arrival and a balmy breeze that hinted
at the adventures to come. Embarking was refreshingly seamless — luggage
whisked away, passports checked with a cheerful efficiency and before long
we were stepping onto the luminous decks of the Valiant Lady as the crew
welcome us aboard.

The ship exuded a contagious energy, with laughter echoing in the atrium
and the gentle clink of glasses welcoming us into vacation mode. After a
light breakfast at The Galley, we wandered the ship’s art-filled corridors and
open-air terraces, each space offering its own invitation to linger. The itin-

Getting
Your Affairs
in Order

Join us for a Workshop on How to be Ready for Life Changes

Wednesday, August 20, 2025 at the Fire Pit Grill
7723 Airport Hwy, Holland, OH 43528
Check in 5:30 p.m. « Program 6-7:30 p.m.
Light Refreshments will be served.

Limited Seating,
Registration Required

Mistress
of Ceremony —
Alexis Means
Presenters & Break-Out Sessions:
Rev. Barbie Harrison
Clara Petty
Deborah Barnett

Charlon Dewberry - Attorney

Sara Ross - Insurance Agent

Anita Madison - Legal Shield
Danielle L. Thomas - House of Day
Nichole Rodriguez - Fifth Third Bank
Sue Rowe - Social Security
Administration /
Medicare-Medicaid

https://form.jotform.
com/251589003247053

For more info or questions,
please contact Deborah Barnett
419-297-4232

“This session contains information and content
supplied by third parties for informational purposes
only. This does not consitute or imply endorsement
by the library, event organizers or sponsors.

erary promised both relaxation and revelry: sun-drenched afternoons at the
Bimini Beach Club, sunset yoga on the top deck, and evenings alive with
entertainment and gourmet surprises.

As we watched the city shrink into the horizon from the pool deck, the
thrill of discovery took over—a sense that, after years of waiting, each new
moment would be savored twice as much.

Our first night on the Valiant Lady featured a welcome pajama party for all
guests.

Pajama Night

The pajama party set the tone for the voyage—playful, unpretentious and
brimming with possibility. As music filled the air and guests mingled in
cheerful comfort, a sense of community blossomed among strangers who

... continued on page 11

(L. to R.): Ricky Tyus, Pamela Coleman,
Malynn and Bryan James

Pamela Coleman and Ricky Tyus

Pamela and Malynn dressed for the
pajama party

Ricky and Pam dressed for Scarlet Night

Bryan, Malynn and Pamela
enjoying Bimini Beach

Our waiter at Test Kitchen. Talent
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Virgin Voyage Cruise...continued from page 10

would soon become familiar faces on deck and at dinner tables.

The ship seemed to hum with stories waiting to unfold spontaneous con-
versations sparked by shared laughter, glimpses of moonlight over the water
from hidden terraces, and the promise of tomorrow’s adventures shimmering
just beyond the horizon. Each hour brought new delights—an impromptu
dance by the infinity pool, a sampling of international flavors at unexpected
corners of the ship, the quiet magic of sunrise glimpsed through panoramic
windows. With every moment, it became clear that this journey was more
than a getaway; it was an invitation to rediscover joy, connection, and the
thrill of charting unknown waters, together.

About Virgin Voyages Valiant Lady: A boutique ship experience

Small enough to feel intimate and just big enough for all the luxury ameni-
ties, Virgin Voyages' Lady ships are packed to the rafters with things to do
on board. There is no stuffiness here, no forced formality or dress codes. Just
great experiences, friendly service and a splash of glamour. It feels like a
superyacht with all the excitement of a cruise.

Day 2 Scarlet Night

The promise of a new day unfurled as sunlight spilled over the sparkling
sea, inviting us to embrace every opportunity aboard the Valiant Lady. En-
ergized by our morning workout, Pam and I reveled in the slow pleasures
of breakfast, the gentle hum of anticipation from fellow sailors hinting at
memorable moments to come.

The ship pulsed with activity: some guests unwound in the hot tub tranquil
sanctuary; others drifted toward the pool or sought quiet corners to sip cof-
fee and watch the horizon. Excitement built steadily for Scarlet Night—a
legendary celebration where the entire ship transformsinto a sea of crimson
energy and creativity, beckoning everyone to shed inhibitions and join in the
festivities.

As afternoon drifted into evening, we explored new venues met new
friends and delighted in the spirited atmosphere that made each gathering
feel spontaneous and special. Every hour was a tapestry of laughter, music,
and discovery, weaving together a voyage that felt at once luxurious and
deeply personal, each experience more vivid for being shared.

Scarlet Night is a signature event on Virgin Voyages that transforms the
entire ship into a vibrant celebration. It’s an immersive experience where
the ship transforms into a red-themed wonderland. The night is packed with
unique events and activities led by The Happenings Cast. The highlight of
night isits emphasis on red attire, with the dress code being akey part of the
festivities. Make sure to check your event lineup and don your best red outfit
to fully participate in the celebrations.

Day 3 Bimini Beach Day

As the sun dipped lower, casting long golden rays across the sands of Bi-
mini, our group drifted between laughter-filled swims in the turquoise sea
and long, unhurried lunches shaded by palms. The beach club pulsed with
music and camaraderie—a feeling of effortless belonging as we danced
barefoot, sipped frozen cocktails, and let the salty breeze erase any lingering
remnants of everyday life.

In quieter moments, we wandered the shoreline, collecting shells and sto-
ries, each step agentle reminder of how travel can both soothe the spirit and
spark fresh wonder. By day’s end, we returned to the ship sun-kissed and
content, ready to dive back into the rhythms of shipboard life and discover
what new joys the next sunrise would bring.

The Test Kitchen

The Test Kitchen on Virgin Voyages offers afresh take on dining, blending
creativity and culinary exploration. This venue invites sailors to approach
dining as an experiment, with a fixed seasonal tasting menu that highlights
both flavor and technique.

Styled to resemble ascience lab, The Test Kitchen’s decor complementsits
focus on education and experimentation. It’s a standout venue on the ship,
known for its inventive approach to cuisine and unique dining concept.

The menu at The Test Kitchen stands out with its creative and inventive
dishes, designed to impress both the eyes and the palate. This dining experi-

ence encourages sailors to explore unique flavor and texture combinations,
offering adistinctive and engaging culinary journey.

Given that it’s a multi course menu, sailors should not feel obliged to finish
or even enjoy everything. Some dishes may challenge your palate and that's
part of the fun.

Day 4 At Sea

Red Hammock

Typically, cruise line balconies are equipped with two chairs, and a small
table. However, on Virgin Voyages, you'll notice two chairs, a small table,
and ared hammock as you walk onto your balcony.

Dinner at Gumbae

Located at the back of The Galley, Gunbae is a K orean Barbecue restaurant
that expertly combines food with interactivity. Whether you’re a devotee
of Korean cuisine or are curious, Gunbae is a destination that guarantees a
memorable dining experience.

Upon entering Gunbae, guests are greeted by alively ambiance that effort-
lessly blends modern aesthetics with traditional Korean elements. Servers
will welcome guests by shouting out Gunbae or “cheers’ in Korean. The
inviting, contemporary design fosters an atmosphere that turns dining into a
socia event and creating a space that indulges the senses.

Gunbae’'s menu takes diners on aculinary journey through therich, diverse
flavors of Korean cuisine. Each dish, whether it’s sizzling barbecues or de-
lectable side dishes, is crafted with meticul ous attention to detail, promising
an explosion of taste and delivering an unforgettable gustatory experience.

Day 5 Disembarkation

Our final morning aboard was tinged with both contentment and a quiet
reluctance to part ways with the sea-bound haven we' d called home. Packing
up felt like a gentle ritual—clothes folded away aongside keepsakes, cam-
erarolls already brimming with memories we knew would surface in laugh-
ter for years to come. The Valiant Lady’s crew, always attentive and warm,
offered heartfelt farewells as we made our way through the lively corridors
for the last time, the ship’s unique blend of sophistication and playfulness
lingering even as we stepped ashore. With every goodbye exchanged, there
was asense that thisjourney had been more than avacation; it was atapestry
woven from spontaneity, friendship, and the shared delight of discovery.

As we gathered our bags and took a final look at the Valiant Lady, a bit-
tersweet sense of closure swept over us—the ship now a mosaic of cher-
ished moments, laughter, and newfound friendships. The air carried a hint
of farewell, but our spirits remained buoyant, still awash with the memories
of sunlit beaches, crimson-lit nights, and culinary adventures that pushed us
to savor the unexpected. Each step down the gangway felt like moving from
one chapter of wonder to the next, fueled by gratitude for the voyage and an-
ticipation for the city day ahead. With the rhythm of the sea still gently echo-
ing in our ears, we set out to explore Miami, eager to extend the adventure
just alittle longer, open to whatever surprises the day might have in store.

After disembarking from the cruise, we caught a FREE shuttle to the local
mall and then took atour of Miami on a Double Decker Hop on Hop off Bus.

The city buzzed around us as we navigated Miami’s vibrant streets, each
turn revealing colorful murals, lively neighborhoods, and the lingering scent
of seawater in the humid air. Eager to make the most of our day ashore, we
wandered through sun-dappled plazas and bustling shops, picking up souve-
nirs and swapping stories about our favorite moments at sea.

There was a sense of unhurried exploration—the freedom to let curiosity
dictate our next stop, whether it was a tucked-away café or a street performer
drawing amodest crowd. As afternoon clouds gathered overhead, we found
ourselves drawn to the city’s pulse, grateful for the blend of relaxation and
urban energy that punctuated the final hours of our adventure.

Unfortunately, it stormed, and we viewed the rest of the tour from the
lower level of the double decker bus which was overcrowded and uncom-
fortable. After returning to the mall, we caught an Uber to Fort Lauderdale
Airport and waited for our flight to depart at 6 pm.

To book your Virgin Voyage Cruise call Tyus Tours & Travel at 866-547-

5362.
Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample y va n

storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in

Apartment Homes
8¢

today to see our beautifully

swimming pool and clubhouse

4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
-8

with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

landscaped grounds, resort-like
P
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com
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Democratic Mayors Can Show Our Party
How To Win Working Class VotersAgain

By Kevin Harrisand Richard McDaniel

A common Republican talking point is that Democrats can't be trusted to
manage major cities. Donald Trump and his Republican allies can barely
hide their disdain for Democrats of color leading America's largest cities.
They deride these Mayors as “DEI” hires who want lawlessness and crime
to run rampant while their cities decline.

Look no further than the immediate attacks on Zohran Mamdani follow-
ing hisimpressive primary win in New York City. Trump Republicans - and
quite frankly too many Democrats - immediately railed against Mamdani as
asocialist who would destroy New York should he win the general election.

But if Democrats want to finally start winning again and attracting back
working class voters, they would be wise to lean into the | essons that Demo-
cratic Mayors teach us.

Democratic sniping since Mamdani’s victory is causing the party to lose
sight of the bigger picture.

Mamdani was wise to focus on meeting New Yorkers where they are and
engaging non-traditional voters with a crisp consistent message on how life
isonly getting more expensive. His message offered a strong contrast as Re-
publicans double down on policiesthat will only exacerbate the affordability
crisis facing working class Americans.

And for those who can’t vibe with Mamdani because of his proud demo-
cratic socialist affiliations, then consider two mayors from the Democratic
mainstream. Birmingham Alabama’s Randall Woodfin and Baltimore Mary-
land’s Brandon Scott have successfully built impressive records on crime
reduction, economic revitalization and blight elimination.

Each knows that working-class voters judge Democrats not by our rheto-
ric, but by our track record: Can you make my street safer? Can you bring
jobs to my neighborhood? Can you keep my rent from skyrocketing?’

These mayors have married progressive populism with actua results ori-
ented pragmatism. They like to make their points by getting things done.

Each understands that
progressive  positions
without actually deliv-
ering results won't win
back the working class.
In the South we call this
plain common sense.

By focusing on com-
mon senseresults, May- ] ]
ors Woodfin and Scott Richard McDaniel
dispel Republican tropes about Black leadership and the ability of Demo-
cratsto deliver for the working class. They show that Democrats know how
to run government. And images of both doing the work as dedicated young
Black fathers further suspends the notion that Black men are to be feared,
lack work ethic and aren’t serious about our families and communities.

Mayor Scott has reduced homicides to a 50-year low without starving the
government or defunding the police. Similarly, Mayor Woodfin has reduced
violent crime by investing millions into crime prevention while boosting
incentives for police officers.

Both mayors are offering life coaching, job placement, mental health ser-
vices, and safe alternatives alongside effective police enforcement.

They areinvesting in people through blight elimination and true economic
revitalization that centers the working class and their desire to live in safe,
affordable, and clean communities.

Their cities are thriving despite a Republican agenda at all levels of gov-
ernment focused on starving services for the working class, as highlighted
by Trump's “Big Beautiful Bill,” which dramatically shifts resources away
from the poor and working class toward the uber wealthy. Despite these
headwinds, Mayors Scott and Woodfin continue delivering for their cities.
They are demonstrating that for Democrats the pathway back to power rests
on aclear and concise message for the working class backed by actua re-
sults.

The usual Republican attacks ring hollow for these two Mayors because
the results speak for themselves. They are painting a clear contrast for the
working class to see between effective Democratic governance or more cha-
os and brutal assaults on the working class by Republican policies.

As Democrats start to assess the playbook for 2026 and 2028, we'd be
wiseto look at the leadership and lessons from two of our brightest starsin
Birmingham and Baltimore.

Kevin Harrisand Richard McDaniel are veteran Democratic strategists of
over 100 political campaigns, including the past five presidential elections
and several congressional campaigns. Together they co-host the “ Maroon
Bison Presents: The Southern Comfort Podcast.”

Kevin Harris

Sister2Sister...continued from page 6

protect?

The Social Media Mirror

One powerful moment came when the conversation turned to socia media
There was no hate—just honesty.

“I used to think | had to post everything to prove | was doing okay,” someone
admitted. “But now | take my pictures outside, away from my home, and | keep
some momentsjust for me.”

Another added, “Social mediaisn’t evil. It'satool. But we have to be careful
not to base our identity on likes or comments.”

Your lifeistill valuable, even if nobody hits the heart button.

‘What do you want your online presence to reflect about your real life?

Start WhereYou Are. Start Now.

“I'min my 40s now and | just cut al my hair off,” | said, smiling. “Not for
fashion, for freedom. | was hot, uncomfortable, and tired of holding on to stuff |
didn’t need anymore.”

That moment sparked laughter, but also cheers. Because sometimes growth
looks like | etting go.

“People say ‘ start young'—but honestly? Start whenever you' re ready. Start at
7. Start at 70. Just start.”

What could change if you gave yourself permission to begin?

... continued on page 13
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Madame Queen: TheLifeand Crimes of
Harlem's Underground Racketeer, Stephanie St.
Clair by Mary Kay M cBrayer

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Keep your eyes on the prize.

If you want something enough, you'll nev- c. 2025
er, ever lose sight of that goal. You'll do what Park Row Books
it takes to achieve it, letting it linger in your $30.00
dreams at night and dictate where you live, who 256 pages

you live with, where you work, and what you
do. Never look away, keep your eyes on the prize. Asyou'll seein Madame
Queen by Mary Kay McBrayer, it might be worth it.

It'slikely that young Stephanie St. Clair learned to lie from her mother.

Ancelin, says McBrayer, knew her daughter was “shrewd.” She probably
figured that sending Stephanie alone on a ship from Guadalupe to New York
was achancefor the girl to “ spin straw into gold,” never mind that Stephanie
wasjust 13 yearsold. Still, it soon became obvious that Ancelin was correct:
Stephanie took the ruse further and told a ship’s worker that she was 23.

The year was 1911 and Stephanie arrived in New York, to a home for
young female immigrants. McBrayer doesn’t believe that Stephanie made
many friends there, but she kept her eyes open to opportunity, discovering
at the White Rose Home for Colored Working Girls that she was good with
numbers. There, she was also taught to sew, clean, save money, and how to
comport herself as alady.

Just beyond the doors of the home, she learned to shoot dice.

She was with a man who was courting her when she learned to play the
numbers.

Though it’s a fact that she married George Gachette not long afterward,
Stephanie never directly mentioned it anywhere, nor did she mention the
child they had or the day she rented aroom in Harlem and abruptly left them

both. She took ajob at a dress factory; later, she moonlighted at a bank, and
began to plan.

From then on, says McBrayer, “ She was investing in her own future...”

She was also building her own crime empire.

In her introduction, author Mary Kay McBrayer explains how this book
cameto be: she read something about Stephanie St. Clair and went in search
for more but information was scarce. She admits that she inferred much and
made up a lot to craft this story. She calls it “creative nonfiction,” and in
Madame Queen, it works.

Such conjecture, in fact, actually works better because McBrayer serves
as a kind of narrator in Stephanie’s story, filling in the many, many blanks
with plausible conversations and likely facts that she backs up with sound
reasoning. Indeed, the imaginary oozes between the truth to make this feel
like anovel, but with occasional remindersthat reality is somewhere, inside,
outside, or nearby. It’s a tale told with fine sleuthing, dogged journalism, a
well-described backdrop, and a touch of obvious admiration for its subject.

Readers who love biographies and can accept some speculation will de-
vour this book, as will fans of historical novels, 1920s history, and The So-
pranos. Look for Madame Queen, it's a good surprise for the eyes.

Sister2Sister...continued from page 12

You AretheAuthor Now

Amy and Stayce closed with this:

You are the author of your own story. Not your family. Not your job. Not
your past. Not your future. You—here, now and fully present.

Those words hit home.

It reminded us that awakening isn't about becoming someone else. It's about
finally returning to who you really are. The version of you that’s brave enough to
rest. Bold enough to speak up. And kind enough to love yourself throughit all.

So let meleave you with this:

What is awakening within you?

Who are you becoming?

What do you need to release?

And most of al—are you ready?

Because life's been whispering your name....it'stime to awaken and answer.

Join The Conversation

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!

[ Basement Waterproofing [V Indoor Air Quality
[/ Foundation Repair [/ Crawl Space Service

$760 OFF |

1
Plus FREE 1

SN
ERIEHOME.. | nome ity Test (5398 vaue) |

CCALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

> 1-888-501-2812

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (*Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not
be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT
CALL st or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.




CLASSIFIEDS

Page 14 July 30, 2025

OFFICE SPACE FOR LEASE

Afirst-floor 1,100 square-foot office suite, close
to downtown in a revitalized Warren Sherman
area, is available. The space is in a large office
building with an enclosed parking lot. HVAC
included. The space includes a waiting area,
3 separate rooms for individual offices and a
storage space as well as access to a backyard.
It’s ready to occupy, no remodeling necessary.
The neighboring area is flourishing due to re-
cent construction of a large community center.
Call 419-509-0492 for more information.

SERVICE & SUPPORT
SPECIALIST

Lucas County Board of Developmental Disabili-
ties is now hiring and offers competitive com-
pensation and a comprehensive benefits pack-
age. We are currently recruiting for the following
position: Service & Support Specialist
Requirements:

+ Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work from an ac-
credited program.

+ Bachelor degree from an accredited college
or university and one (1) year of experience in
case work

+ Valid driver’s license with acceptable driving
record

Please visit our website at www.lucasdd.org for
additional details and to apply. All candidates
must submit a resume and cover letter along
with an employment application via the online

application process. We are an equal opportu-

nity employer. If in need of ADA accommoda-
tions, contact us directly at 419-380-4033.

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR
QUALIFICATIONS FOR
CONSTRUCTION MANAGER AT
RISK

The Toledo Lucas County Public Library is
requesting statements of qualifications pur-
suant to Ohio Revised Code Section 9.33, et
seq., from firms to provide construction man-
ager at risk services for its Holland Branch
Project. Questions may be directed to, and
Requests for Qualifications may be obtained
by written request from Nick Hamilton, Project
Coordinator, at Nick.Hamilton@toledolibrary.
org. Qualifications will be accepted until 12:00
p.m. local time, August 8, 2025.

ORGANIZATIONAL CULTURE AND
INCLUSION MANAGER

Lucas County Board of Developmental Dis-
abilities is now hiring, and offers competitive
compensation and a comprehensive benefits
package. We are currently recruiting for the
following positions:

Organizational Culture and Inclusion Manager
+ Requirements Bachelor degree in HR, BA,
SS or related

« Two years fostering positive workplace

« Valid driver’s license with acceptable driving
record

Please visit our website at www.lucasdd.org for
additional details and to apply. All candidates
must submit a resume and cover letter along
with an employment application via the online
application process. We are an equal opportu-
nity employer. If in need of ADA accommoda-
tions, contact us directly at 419-380-4033.
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Buffalo Soldiersof Toledo Cdebrated Thar 12

Year Anniversary

By Jefferson Diaz
The Truth Reporter

When it comes to celebrating, there’s no dull evening with the Buffalo
Soldiers. And that was proven last Saturday, July 26 when the Toledo chap-
ter celebrated its 12th anniversary at The Venues.

The evening was filled with music, food, and community service, with
scholarship awards being presented to college-bound high school seniors.

Jalen Teamer of St. John's Jesuit High School received the Lantz Dental
Prosthetics Award (worth $5,000) to begin his studies at The Ohio State
University and earn a Pharmacy degree. Nataly Diaz-Sanchez of Morri-
son R. Waite High School received the Whetro Wealth Management Award
($5,000) to also attend The Ohio State University and pursue her dream of
becoming a physician.

Violet Lowe, a graduate of the Penta Career Culinary Program, received
the Dr. Mary Gombash & Mr. Bud Crosby Award (worth $2,500) to study
at Johnson & Wales University. Emily Cuellar, also a Morrison R. Wait
High School graduate, received the same award and she will attend the
University of Findlay to study biology and diagnostic medical sonography.

Brothers and sisters—as the Buffalo Soldiers are known—arrived from
all over Toledo, Maumee, Perrysburg and even Charlotte, NC, and enjoyed
the music of reggae stars Zion Lion, aband well known for livening up the
institution’s celebrations.

“Our actions define us. That’s why our motto is: “We can, we will. Ready
and Forward,” for many more years of celebration, support, and work for
our communities,” said Earl D. Mack, Jr. Post Commander of the Toledo
Buffalo Soldiers.

For 12 years the Toledo Buffalo Soldiers have been committed to the
community, offering various relief programs.

During the pandemic they provided more than 20,000 meals to those in
need. They developed a program called “What to Do When Stopped by
Police” to address the deteriorating relationship between communities and
the police. They also offer talks on what to do during natural disasters and

distribute toys to children during their “ Operation Angel Tree Wish” event.

The 12-year celebration wasn’t just about food and dancing; it was also
a commemoration of all the work they do for the community and away to
recharge their batteries for the years to come.

Buffalo Soldiers Legacy...continued from page 16

scholarship programs, community outreach and youth engagement. Their
initiatives include adopting local schools, providing anti-bullying educa-
tion, emergency preparedness workshops, meals for veterans and holiday
programs serving annually.

Buffalo Soldiers were African-American soldiers who served in the U.S.
Army after the Civil War. They earned their nickname from Native Ameri-
can tribes for their bravery, fierce combat skills, and distinctive traits. The
unit served on the Western frontier and in multiple conflicts through the
early 20th century.

Today, the Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club carries the name to “tie the
group to something that moved the country forward” stated Earl Mack.

During the members’ meet and greet kick-off
on Friday, July 25 at the Hampton Inn on Secor
Road, the club members and guests from around
the nation reflected on the importance of honor-
ing this legacy through community action. Their
service is to provide a visible symbol of com-
mitment to honoring the Buffalo Soldiers, while
local initiatives aimed to translate history into
positive impacts today.
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The Toledo Buffalo Soldiers opened their very special weekend with a
press conference on Thursday, July 24, in the Lucas County Commission-
ers’ chambersto announce the weekend’s upcoming events and to celebrate
the storied history of African American military veterans.

July 28 has been recognized as Buffalo Soldiers Day in an executive
order signed by Governor Mike DeWine several years ago due primarily
to the efforts of State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson, herself a Toledo Buffalo
Soldier.

Ohio was the first, and is still the only, state to honor the Buffalo Soldiers
in such a manner

The Buffalo Soldiers were originally formed on July 28, 1866, when
Congress created the first all-Black regiments under the Army Reorganiza-
tion Act. Six regiments were formed — two cavalry and four infantry.

Lucas County Commissioner Lisa Sobecki opened up last week’s press
conference by acknowledging Hicks-Hudson's successful effort to honor
the soldiers and to also commend the Toledo Buffalo Soldiers for their
community service during their 12 years of existence.

“They have performed community service across Lucas County,” said
Sobecki as she noted how admirably they have lived up to their slogan:
“deeds not words.”

Commissioner Pete Gerken spoke of the “living history” of the nation’s
Buffalo Soldiers through the years and the impact of the modern Toledo
group. “It's about service and about integrity,” he said.

Hicks-Hudson recounted the historical achievements of the Buffalo Sol-
diers, from the time they were organized by Congress in 1866 during Re-
construction after 180,000 African Americans had fought in the Civil War.
Over the following several decades, the six regiments of Black soldiers
patrolled the nation’s borders, the Western frontier and protected wagon
trains filled with those settlers moving westward.

“Buffalo Soldiers blazed many significant trails,” said Hicks-Hudson,
and added that they were present to serve their country in places such as
Cuba, Mexica and the Philippines, earning 24 Congressional Medals of
Honor before the military was desegregated in 1952 following President
Harry Truman’s executive order of 1948.

Today, said Hicks-Hudson, the goal of the Toledo Buffalo Soldiersisto
promote public safety, to help the young and the aged, always with the fo-
cus of “deeds not words.” She emphasized that all of those with her at the
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among them, 10-year-old Ila Newton, had earned her way into the group
by the good deeds she had performed over the past four years during the
holiday season.

Earl “Tabono” Mack, founder and commander of the Toledo Post, closed
out the press conference by thanking the commissioners for their recogni-
tion of the post’s work and thanking the governor for establishing July 28
as Buffalo Soldiers' Day in Ohio.

State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson

TheBuffalo Soldiers
L egacy Continuesto

Ride Through Ohio

By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

Members of the Toledo Buffalo Soldier Motorcycle Club gathered over
the weekend to celebrate the occasion marked on July 28 in Ohio as Buf-
falo Soldiers Day. In 2022, Gov. Mike DeWine established Ohio as the
first, and still the only, state in the nation to officially recognize the legacy
of the Buffalo Soldiers.

Founded in 2013, the Toledo Buffalo Soldiers Motorcycle Club, a 501(c)
(3) nonprofit, made it their mission to educate the public on the accom-
plishments of the Buffalo Soldiers. Servicing as a brotherhood through

...continued on page 15



