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The Cost of 
Neglect 
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

... continued on page 12

Community Calendar
July 19
State Rally Fundraiser Sponsored by Southern Missionary Baptist Church;
BBQ Dinners and Bake Sale; 11:00 to 5:00; DONATION ACCEPTED-PRE-
ORDER PLEASE
For Orders Contact ShaRita Martin 567-686-8308

July 20
NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm @ Sanger Branch Library

July 26
Christmas In July: 12-4 pm UAW Local 12 Union Hall vendors & Food Trucks

August 2
Warren A.M.E. Church 2025 FREE Community Giveaway Event; 9 am - 4 
pm; Come and enjoy a variety of activities including: FREE clothes, com-
modities, food baskets, music, games, fun and more

Anyone who has ever struggled with poverty knows how ex-
tremely expensive it is to be poor.                       - James Baldwin 

incidents over just three days, exacerbating grief in neighborhoods already 

result of neglect, poverty, disinvestment and public policies that continue 

compounded the damage by diverting resources away from mental health 

proximately $150 million in annual federal matching funds, which are es
sential for keeping our local clinics, hospitals, and mental health providers 

tized children and basic medical care that helps parents stay healthy enough 

year in uncompensated care, which will push budgets to the breaking point 

grocers, corner stores and complementary businesses, already on thin mar

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 

And Now … The Pain 
Begins
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

ed along party lines to electroshock millions 

with draconian tax cuts to their welfare and 

melted away with the hot political breath of 

the usual threats of their being primaried, or 

that they earn as House and Senate members, you will know why they 

and Medicaid cuts hit the fan in their areas and they lose vital healthcare 
services or see a severe reduction in their ability to get food assistance 

healthcare and subject innocent children to food deserts at their schools 
and after school programs, unless the cash strapped states revised their 

... continued on page 12
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Kaptur Defends Ohio’s Working Families, Seniors, 
Veterans, Votes No On “One Big Bonanza for 
Billionaires Bill”

Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-09) voted 
against H.R. 1, citing its severe impact on work-
ing families, seniors, veterans, and the regional 
economy of Northwest Ohio. The bill prioritizes 
tax breaks for the ultra-wealthy while enacting 
the most damaging cuts to health care, food as-
sistance, and infrastructure investment in recent 
history. The nonpartisan Congressional Budget 

Trillion to the US Debt.
“This bill is callously cruel — an immoral transfer of wealth from the 

working class to the ultra-rich. It strips health care from 17 Million Ameri-
cans, kills Millions of good-paying jobs, and adds Trillions to the national 
debt, all while handing tax breaks to Billionaires. I came to Washington 

hospitals, energy jobs, and food assistance,” said Congresswoman Marcy 
Kaptur (OH-09)

Unprecedented Cuts to Health Care
The bill strips health coverage from nearly 17 million Americans, includ-

ing 216,000 residents of Ohio’s 9th Congressional District. It cuts more 

placing children, seniors, and people with disabilities at heightened risk. 
The legislation also increases out-of-pocket costs for individuals earning 

long-term care facilities.
These provisions are expected to destabilize already struggling rural hos-

pitals and increase reliance on emergency rooms — further burdening a 
fragile healthcare system and leaving Millions in medical debt.

Massive Reductions in Food Assistance

The bill reduces funding for the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-

-

retailers.
The legislation imposes new administrative red tape that will dispropor-

tionately affect older adults, low-wage earners, and those with unstable 
employment.

Rollback of Clean Energy and Infrastructure Investment
The legislation repeals key clean energy tax credits and incentives that 

-

Construction labor and infrastructure development are also under threat, 

A Misguided and Regressive Economic Strategy
This legislation comes at a time when the national debt — now over 

-
ity.

Congresswoman Kaptur voted no to protect the people of Northwest 
Ohio from a bill that will deepen inequality, hollow out public services, 
and erode the dignity of working people across the country.

-
ments offered on clean energy cuts at https://x.com/RepMarcyKaptur/

-
cial Security Administration at https://x.com/RepMarcyKaptur/sta-

-

... continued on page 13

Dear Editor:
I want to express my gratitude to Councilman 

Adam Martinez, citizen and South Toledo resi-
dent Bill Hoag, retired Plan Commission Direc-
tor Tom Gibbons and his staff, and former city 
employee Toni Thomas for shining a light on the 
dark shadows hanging over the rezoning of 110 
acres of valuable land in South Toledo. 

Each of the above, using a combination of integrity and common sense, 
have publicly rejected a request, for the second time, to rezone 110 acres 
of agricultural land in South Toledo into a contaminated wetland, thereby 
making the land “useless for any other development.” (The Blade, June 22, 

-

American population, and the University of Toledo Medical Center.

rejected this requested zone change twice. And where has Mayor Wade Kap-
szukiewicz been the last four years while all this has been taking place? 

from the Stansley family, the owners of Rocky Ridge, LLC, the company 
conspiring to abuse this agricultural land and abuse the quality of life of 
families living close by. The only Councilman standing bravely against this 
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...continued on page 

he Woman Who Wouldn’t Sta  uiet  o  
elia Williamson ade oledo a lo al Voi e 

for usti e
 ia ai
e ut  epo te

Celia Williamson, PhD

In the early ’90s, on her daily commute through north Toledo, elia Wil
liamson, hD  noticed the same men and women standing on the corners 
of Green Street. She didn’t know their names, but she knew their faces. 
Some looked young. Too young. Some were visibly tired, thin or anxious. 
All of them seemed like they were waiting—for something, or someone.

Williamson had just begun her career as a social worker. She was work-
ing with kids and families at the Friendly Center, pouring everything she 
had into helping the community heal and grow. But each morning, as she 
passed Green Street, she felt a knot in her chest.

And that stuck with her. Not just because of what she saw, but because of 
how easily it was ignored.

One day, she stopped looking away and smiled.
Williamson had what she calls an epiphany—a light bulb moment. She 

remembered her faith, her purpose as a social worker and a promise she 
once made to help the vulnerable. That’s when she realized something 
huge: these men and women weren’t the problem. They were people in 
pain, needing help. So, she started waving. Then she rolled down her win-
dow and said hello.

And one day, she pulled over, got out, and stood beside them.
Just like that, a seed of trust was planted.
From istening to ega
What began as a quiet decision to show up differently—to listen rather 

than look away—grew into a lifelong mission that would eventually gain 
national and global attention.

Dr. Celia Williamson is now a distinguished professor of Social Work at 
the University of Toledo and the executive director of the 
ing and ocia  u tice n titute. A widely respected researcher, advocate 

and prostitution.
What Williamson would come to learn—through six months of standing, 

listening, and learning on the streets of Ohio—was that the people weren’t 
simply there by choice or circumstance. Many had been abused or aban-
doned. Some had been pushed into the life by people they trusted. Others 
had started as teens—1 , 1  years old—before they could understand what 
was happening to them.

“In 199 , there were no programs in Ohio for those involved in prostitu-

were only assumptions, silence, and shame.’ But no one was asking, What 

So Williamson asked them. And they told her.
She started with a car and compassion, handing 

out sandwiches, socks and dignity. She spoke in 
jails. She listened. She learned. Then she built 

-
gram—Se ond han e

No anual, No Budget, No pplause

was doing. But the women did. They started requesting Second Chance in 
court. Judges had never heard of it. But word was spreading.

And so was hope.
Williamson went after grant funding and won it. She trained herself, then 

trained others. In 2009, the FBI recognized her work with the Director’s 
Community Leadership Award. By 2017, the program evolved into what is 
now known as S  which stands for esponding to ndi idual Sur i

ors of ploitation
But the work was never about titles. It was about trust.
And that trust kept growing.

healing doesn’t happen through punishment or pity. It happens when you 
meet people where they are, listen without judgment, and support their rise, 
one step at a time.

RISE continues the legacy of Second Chance by providing trauma-in-

abuse and interpersonal violence. It offers advocacy, resources, case man-
agement and community—all the things that help someone not just sur-
vive, but rebuild.

Not Kidnapped, oer ed

strangers, vans. The Hollywood movie version. 
Williamson has a different version.

she explains. “It’s not your wrists and ankles that are chained. It’s your 

Most survivors aren’t abducted. They’re tricked. Groomed. Controlled 
by someone who pretended to love them. A boyfriend. A friend. A family 
member. It’s a slow erosion of self.

It doesn’t just happen to girls. It happens to boys. It doesn’t always look 
like sex. Sometimes, it looks like labor. Sometimes it looks like smiling 

Page 5July 9, 2025



... continued on page 12

through pain, pretending you’re okay.

fused to stay quiet.

-

gerating.

Eman-

Celia Williamson...continued from page 5

Williamson in a state-level meeting

Michael Ashford

dent of the Global As-

-
ars

,
and is ranked among 
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Warren  hur h ele rates the Women’s 
issionar  So iet

e ut  ta

The Historic Warren Ame Church celebrated its Woman’s Missionary So-
ciety on Sunday, June 29, to acknowledge their legacy of “divinely called 
and anointed service,” wrote Senior Pastor Brandon A. A. J. Davis.

The missionaries of Warren Church, consisting of 12 members of the con-
gregation, are “small in numbers but mighty in service,” noted President 
Debra Jelks since they offer assistance not only to members of the congrega-
tion to meet their spiritual and physical needs  (food and supplies, for ex-
ample) but also to the community at large. The Missionary Society members 
have adopted the Ella P. Stewart Academy for Girls, for example, as one of 
their pet projects.

Warren AME, the oldest African American church in Toledo, was found-
ed in 1 7 by escaping enslaved people heading north through Toledo and 
Cleveland on the underground railroad.

“The missionaries of Historic Warren have consistently been faithful and 
dedicated to our calling and ministry of service  let us remain willing to 
serve and assist those in need,” wrote Davis.

Warren AME has been providing services  physical and spiritual  to 
the community since its founding. Indeed in 1 62, for example, the church 
opened a Sabbath school to provide former enslaved people with supplemen-
tary education.

The Sunday service opened with the Introit, a processional and the doxol-
ogy, then the Call to Worship offered by Rosie Payne. After the morning 
prayer, presented by Shirley Jackson, the Choral Response followed and the 
Morning Scripture by Dominique Bradley.

The welcome and announcements, the Missionary Litany, the Altar Prayer 
and the introduction of the speaker were presented by Missionaries Katrina 
Cogdell, Joyce Powell-Miller, Darlene Williams and Debra Jelks, Mission-
aries president.

The Missionaries: (l. to r.) Shirley Jackson, Dominique Bradley, Katrina Cogdell, 
Margaret Huntley, Rev. Diane Travis, President Debra Jelks, Theo Simmons-

Hampton, Rev. Darlene Williams, Joyce Powell-Miller, Rev. Roye Durden

Sunday’s speaker was the Rev. Diane vonne Greer-Travis of Adrian, 
Michigan.

-
sion, grace and unwavering love amid life’s daily challenges in our homes, 
communities and local churches,” wrote Davis.

Following the Message, Rev. Darlene Williams offered the Invitation to 
Christian Discipleship and asked for the tithers and offerings.
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Dorian and Shannon with The Experience

...continued on page 

he ul  th Weekend in the Vistula ommunit   
“Fun for ll”

 etc e  o d
e ut  dito

Some great things have been happening, in recent years, along the La-
grange Street corridor in the istula community and at no time was that 
more apparent than this past July th weekend celebration as businesses 
brought residents together to celebrate Independence Day and the neigh-
borhood’s revitalization.

The community’s holiday weekend began on Friday, July , as Bertha 
Mae’s Kitchen, on Summit Street, at the end of Lagrange, opened at noon 
and offered free live entertainment to all who dropped by. Dorian  Shan-
non with The Experience entertained visitors in the restaurant’s front yard 

and other items on the full menu.
Later that evening, just up the street, Toledo Spirits offered a 20 percent 

military discount to guests.

Debra Sue and a few of her Vistula neighbors
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On both days, the Josephine’s Soul Food staff, at 906 Lagrange, were 
cooking up their extensive menu of soul-food favorites and monitoring the 
corner festivities across the street.

On Saturday afternoon, Debra Sue, executive director of Historic istula 
Community Awareness Connection (H CAC), and the driving force be-
hind the Lagrange Street regeneration effort, hosted the community gather-
ing at her business location at 1 Lagrange.

The afternoon event brought together street vendors, a kids’ lemonade 
stand, a bouncy house and free hot dogs and chips for istula kids. 

Debra Sue founded lass it  alent  (GCT 19), transforming the 
historic building at 1 Lagrange into a vibrant creative hub known affec-
tionately as “ he ompound ” The space is like a mini-Motown, where 
artists gather to compose music, practice performances and learn about the 
music industry. The building also houses a beauty salon, a clothing bou-
tique and a classroom for industry education.

The istula community is on the move thanks to the efforts of folks like 

residents.

i tu a o unit ... continued o  page 

The lemonade stand entrepreneur

Pam and Nolan Hych of Bertha Mae’s Kitchen

Bertha Mae customers relishing the live music
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Rob Pasker and De’Lisa Moore

o  asker akes istor  at  Ohio 
ealtist onferen e 

n ta ed a  i t o edo a ed e ident o  t e io ea ti t ociation 
eate  o edo ea ti t ociation a ed oca  oa d o  t e ea  

The 202  Ohio Realtist Conference was a historic and high-impact gath-
ering held June 7 at the Renaissance Columbus Downtown Hotel. Under 
the theme O-H-I-OWN: Elevate, Educate  Execute, this years conference 
united real estate professionals, policymakers, and advocates across Ohio in 

At the center of the weekends energy was the installation of Rob Pasker as 
President of the Ohio Realtist Association (ORA)marking a milestone as the 

broker, housing counselor, and community advocate, Pasker takes the helm 

and Engagement. 
“This moment is about more than me,” Pasker said during his installa-

tion. “Its about putting Toledo on the map and proving that when we build 
together, we win together.” 

Greater Toledo Realtist Association (GTRA), which was awarded Local 

GTRA has led the way in homebuyer education, community engagement, 
and elevating new leaders in real estate. 

“This award belongs to every member who believed in our mission and 

stage is a proud moment for Toledo and for GTRA.” 

workshops, industry panels, and networking opportunities that aligned with 

Ohio and surrounding states to gain tools and strategies to increase home-

professionals in real estate. 
“The O-H-I-OWN theme speaks to empowerment through ownership,” 

energy.” 
With a powerful start to his presidency, Pasker is calling for continued 

unity and engagement across all seven Ohio local boards. 
“This is our time,” he said. “Lets elevate together and make sure the Re-

altist brand is felt in every community across Ohio.” 
The Ohio Realtist Association is the state chapter of the National Asso-

-

areas of the real estate industry. Learn more at: www.OhioRealtist.org Fol-
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Land Bank President David Mann (left), Councilmembers Vanice Williams, Cerssandra 
McPherson, Nick Komives hold press conference to explain demolition of building

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Eyesore No More: City of Toledo, Land Bank 
Host Important Demolition Event
Special to The Truth

Toledo City Council Members Vanice Williams, Cerssandra McPherson 
and Nick Komives and the Lucas County Land Bank President David Mann 
kicked off the demolition of a terrible eyesore in the Warren Sherman / Collin-
gwood Springs neighborhood on Monday, July 7, at the corner of Ashland and 
Prescott near Bancroft Street.

The blighted commercial building at 2140 Ashland has been abandoned for 
over a decade. A prior building collapse has left a portion of the structure open 
and crumbling into the street. The property is unsafe for neighbors and is on 
the Fire Department’s “Code Red” list.

Williams, McPherson and Komives spoke about impact of the blighted area 
on the neighborhood and how Toledo can continue to improve as such eye-
sores are eliminated.

Mann spoke of the steps landlords need to take when faced with such issues. 
Keep the property in good condition, pay the proper taxes, “or we will tear it 
down,” Mann said.

Immediately following the comments, the demolition of the building began 
under the supervision of Advanced Demolition Services, Inc. The project is 
expected to cost $78,000.  It is being paid for by a State of Ohio demolition 

Sponsored By Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union

Join Us in the 20  Year Milestone Celebration! th

For More Information 
CALL 419-255-8876

grant and federal American Rescue Plan dollars from the City of Toledo.



e an...continued o  page 3

o i e ...continued o  page 3

billionaires and  millionaires and corporations need any tax breaks.
When is enough money enough? After your second 00 -cruise liner 

boat, what else is on your wish list?
 What type of mindset is focused on gutting SNAP programs and en-

ergy credits and denying basic healthcare simply because the GOP wants 
to serve their god, mammon?

It is a depraved and corrupt mindset that is reckless and cruel but yet they 
applauded themselves when the bill passed

Who said it best? “If you do this unto the least of these, you  have done 
it also unto me.”

For those members in Congress who profess a passing knowledge of the 
scriptures, they would recognize that statement coming from the mouth of 
Jesus the Christ.

But for many of those Congressmen and their punitive actions, they 
would rather serve the dictates of the whore god of mammon than of the 

ure.
C nt t e lli er t t lli er n

In addition, economists estimate that declining SNAP and Medicaid spend-
ing will reduce local tax revenues by at least 10 million annually—
money meant for schools, libraries and public safety. Altogether, these cuts 
will drain roughly 2 0 million annually from Lucas County’s economy, 
leaving lasting impacts on our streets, classrooms and sense of security.

et, even more painful costs will show up in both classrooms and emer-
gency rooms. When families lose access to healthcare and food security, 
children come to school hungry, angry, tense or anxious and unable to focus, 
if they show up at all. Research also links cuts to SNAP and Medicaid with 
higher rates of chronic absenteeism, discipline issues and special education 
placements. When schools can’t meet these needs, suspensions rise—and 
students disengage and drop out of school, exacerbating the pipeline from 
classroom to juvenile detention to prison.

Neighborhoods, then, are forced to absorb the fallout. Studies show that 
when clinics close and social service jobs vanish, violent incidents rise by an 
average of 1  percent within two years. Communities with fewer behavioral 
health resources see increases of up to 2  percent in violent crime. Every dol-
lar stripped from the safety net reappears in more police calls, more funerals, 
and more cycles of grief.

Seen through this lens, the violence over the July  weekend was the pre-
dictable result of when public resources are stripped away until desperation 

So, Toledo families deserve more than thoughts and prayers. They deserve 
policies that respect their humanity—and recognize that cutting resources is 
the costliest mistake we can make. 

Unless we invest the resources that these communities need, we will expe-
rience many more weekends like July . More young lives cut short. More 
families mourning on sidewalks. More teachers burned out trying to manage 
the fallout in classrooms. More money spent cleaning up preventable trag-
edies that could have been stopped for a fraction of the cost. 

C nt t e  n ld erry n   t drdl erry n enter e
ti t r

It’s called SO  igh S hool Outrea h ro e t  It’s a year-round 

rights. This year, students at St. Francis de sales High School are develop-
ing their own outreach project—whatever form it takes, it will be theirs.

“Nothing about us without us,” she says. “That’s how we keep our youth 
aware and safe.”

o  ou an elp
So, what can you do? ou don’t have to be a social worker. ou don’t 

have to be rich or famous. ou just have to care.
“Come to a meeting. Join a committee. Share your skills,” Williamson 

them.”
ou can also listen to her podcast, Emancipation Nation, which has over 

-
ence.com.

 
Locally, survivors can call  for help through the PATH pro-

Journey Group that meets weekly Mondays.
Final Word  o e our Village
Williamson left us with one powerful reminder:
“In the Black community, we talk a lot about the village. We have to 

be that village. That means inviting in our most vulnerable—not judging 
them. Love them like we love our own.”

And in the village that is Toledo, it turns out a lot of healing begins with 
a little hope, a lot of heart, and the courage to say hello.

e ia i ia on...continued o  page 

State Senator Paula Hicks Hudson and former school board member Deb 
Barnett were in attendance and they both said that today’s youth have to 
stop being guided by social media but look for positive life guiding infor-
mation to guide them. 

Hicks Hudson and Barnett said parents also need to be more involved in 
their children’s decision making for goals and objectives. Especially plan-
ning for their kid’s future.

Rev. Bill Davis, former pastor of Braden Methodist Church, was also 
present. Rev. Davis said one of the problems of getting youth involved in 
church activities today is that parents wait too late in their children’s lives 
to introduce them to religious activities. 

Rev Bill Davis said children need to be involved in church activities 

Cooks, PhD, who was UT Upward Bound coordinator and City Council-
man John Hobbs, who is an UT alumnus, spoke about how often Black UT 
students had to take the “High Road” in racial situations at UT.

a i  aduation...continued o  page 1
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Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

c. 2025
Grand Central

$30.00
272 pages

One hand over the other.
That’s how you climbed to where you are 

now. One rung at a time, hand over hand until 
you reach the intended goal. es, sometimes 
you went backward before you ascended again 
or you had to move sideways past a barrier. 
And sometimes, as in the new memoir, et e e    onathan ape
hart, you got a hand up.

His mother refused to talk about it.
When little Jonathan Capehart inquired about his father, who died just 

months after Capehart was born, he was met with a look that told him not to 
ask again. He didn’t learn the truth until he was well out of childhood: his 
father had left Capehart’s mother long before Capehart’s birth, and though 
the man visited afterward, “he didn’t stay long .”

The loss stung but things turned out well anyhow. Capehart had many 

family loop, and his maternal grandpa who played a big part of Capehart’s 
upbringing. oung Capehart spend his summers in Severn, North Caro-
lina, playing, visiting, gathering lessons and wisdom from his mother’s 
parents and aunts. In Severn, extended family was everywhere, and it’s 
where many of Capehart’s best childhood memories spring. 

He also has many cherished memories of his mother, and books. He was 
always a reader, and schoolmates recognized it. They also “knew I was a 
little funny’,” he muses because, at ten years old, he knew he was gay. His 
mother had had to teach him the hard truths in “how to be Black in white 
spaces” but college friends gave him safety for “self-discovery.”

Also at the tender age of 10, Capehart became fascinated with electronic 
media, and decided that he wanted to work at NBC, later interning at the 

et e e   e on  o  a ac  an  
ea c  o  o e  onathan apehart

 e i c ic en e e
e ut  ont i uto

Today show for two summers. At 19, he met a mentor who demanded ex-
cellence, and who shaped Capehart’s career.

Twelve years later, that same mentor offered Capehart his own MSNBC 
show

As memoirs go, et ere   is a solid okay. 
It’s not earth-shattering, nor is it wildly fascinating. It’s not exciting or 

heart-wrenching or even all that emotional, but it’s not terrible, either. 
Overall, it’s smack-center, a “ ” on a one-to-ten scale, and there we are.

Moving from his middle-class childhood in which he vaguely understood 
the racism present in his mother’s hometown, to a wildly successful career 
in media and the mentors who helped him get where he is, author Jonathan 
Capehart shares his story with a casual tone that’s calm and matter-of-fact. 
Readers get a nice look at the workings of journalism and what it’s like to 
win a Pulitzer Prize, but if you’re expecting the kind of excitement you 
want in a deadline-racing newsroom, it’s not here  instead, Capehart writes 

Still, Capehart fans will absolutely want to read this memoir for its 
thoughtfulness and its satisfactory ending. Not a fan? Then et ere   
could be a long climb.

sad and scurrilous project is Adam Martinez, for which he will be treated like 
an outcast by some Councilmen. Adam, the citizens of Toledo respect your 
courage.

Former Toledo Public Utilities Director Ed Moore left the City in 202  
and immediately went to work for Rocky Ridge, LLC, using knowledge he 
had gained working for the City to help his private sector employer (Rocky 
Ridge, LLC) make millions of dollars off this valuable 110 acres. By doing 
so, Mr. Moore has violated both the state of Ohio and City of Toledo ethical 
codes. 

Toledo is hurting for jobs and housing These 110 acres are a perfect area 
for both. When this Adams Township land was added to the City of Toledo, 

-
velopment of this valuable piece of real estate can launch a renaissance in 
South Toledo and protect the quality of life for those living in this neighbor-
hood.

Carty Finkbeiner
Former three-term mayor
City of Toledo
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CLASSIFIEDS

     

NOTICE OF REQUEST FOR 
QUALIFICATIONS

FOR CONSTRUCTION MANAGER 
AT RISK

The Toledo Lucas County Public Library is re-

to Ohio Revised Code Section 9.33, et seq., 

at risk services for its Holland Branch Project. 
Questions may be directed to,  and Requests 

request from Nick Hamilton, Project Coordina-
tor, at Nick.Hamilton@toledolibrary.org. Quali-

     

POSITION AVAILABLE: SENIOR 
ATTORNEY – AGRICULTURAL 

WORKER AND IMMIGRANT 
RIGHTS PRACTICE GROUP 

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE) 
seeks a Senior Attorney to join its AIR Practice 

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

resented backgrounds. For accommodations, 

     

ORGANIZATIONAL CULTURE AND 
INCLUSION MANAGER 

-
abilities is 

• Requirements Bachelor degree in HR, BA, 
SS or related

record

must submit a resume and cover letter along 

-
eed of ADA accommoda-

33.

         

     

POSITION SUMMARY 

-

-

Location

-

         

     



he Summer V S ON amp at he ruth 
olours aller

e ut  ta

Twelve fortunate youngsters were able to take part in this summer’s ision 
Camp hosted by Kristin Moncrief of OptiGo By TwixnBetween and the City 
of Toledo. The ision Camp, a six-day experience spread over two weeks, 
took place from June 2  to July  at The Truth Colours Gallery  located in the 
Minority Way building at the corner of Bancroft and Franklin.

The young campers spent their time learning about a variety of subjects and 
disciplines as described by the .I.S.I.O.N. acronym  versatility, inspiration, 

The adults leading the sessions, along with Moncrief, were Jodie Summers, 
Amber Phillips and Kenga Jackson, in addition to visiting instructors. Thess 
leaders took the youth on a tour of subjects that included music, robotics, H, 
art, among others, and also encouraged practices to heighten their experiences 

barbecue feast catered by KDs Barbecue.
“When your ision and Mission align, magic happens — and this week was 

proof  
The kids tapped into their creativity, discovered their strengths, and built 

bonds that will hopefully last beyond the summer,” said Moncrief.
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EVERY HERO
NEEDS 
ATEAM

Be the first to see our inspiring
short videos

Hear powerful testimonies from
current volunteers

Learn how you can join the team
and make a difference

Enjoy refreshments, photo ops,
and community connection

REGISTERGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGGIIIIIIIIIIII
SCAN TO

VIDEO WATCH PARTY &
VOLUNTEER LAUNCH

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 2025
2:00 - 3:15 P.M.

SANGER BRANCH LIBRARY
3030 CENTRAL AVE., TOLEDO, OH 43606

The Court Appointed Special Advocate (CASA) Program trains compassionate
community members to represent the best interests of abused children.

YOU CAN ALSO RSVP BY VISIT ING CASAKIDS.NET OR CALLING 419-213-6753

EVERY E HEROO
NEEDS 
ATEAM

VIDEO WATCH PARTY &ATCH PARTYATCH PARTY &
VOLUNTEER LAUNCHLAT NUNCEE RR LA H

SUNDAY, AUGUST 3, 2025
2:00 - 3:15 P.M.

SANGER BRANCH LIBRARY
3030 CENTRAL AVE., TOLEDO, OH 43606

TVIDEO WATCH PARTARATCH PAR



Vince and Pathy Davis 
and family

harms, n  ards ,  S holarship to spiring 
ulinar  ntrepreneur ha one rder

pecia  to e ut

In a world where passion, perseverance and purpose intersect, skilled 
trades like the culinary arts remain powerful tools for both personal em-
powerment and community uplift. Recognizing the importance of nurtur-
ing such talent, the Toledo Chapter of Charms, Inc. proudly awarded its 

1,000 vocational and technical scholarship to Chawone Ardery—a pas-
sionate culinary student at Owens Community College.

-
line that lightens the burden of self-funded education and fuels her dream 
of building a lasting legacy through food. With every class, every assign-
ment and every recipe, she is investing in both her craft and her community.

Kitchen, a culinary venture named after her beloved daughter. What be-
gan as selling home-cooked dinners and participating in pop-up shops has 
blossomed into a thriving catering business and a 01(c)( ) charitable or-

Kitchen offers free meals during major holidays and provides canned and 
-

ment to how passion for cooking can be transformed into purpose-driven 
community service.

“This scholarship is a blessing,” said Ardery. “Balancing school, running 

Charms, Inc., a national organization founded in 19 2, is committed to 
civic engagement, cultural enrichment, and education. The Toledo Chap-
ter, in particular, has long championed the importance of vocational and 
technical training as a pathway to success. Their scholarship program was Wanda King, Felicia Dunston, 

Chawone Ardery, Clara Petty

created to support individuals like Ardery—those who not only strive for 
personal growth but also pour back into the communities they serve.

Clara Petty, president of the Toledo Chapter of Charms, Inc., shared her 

and her unwavering commitment to her community perfectly align with the 
values of Charms, Inc. We are honored to support her journey and look for-

and charitable efforts.”
Felicia Roberts-Dunston, Scholarship chairman, added, “Our scholarship 

-
tential. Ms. Ardery embodies the spirit of resilience and service. Support-
ing her is an investment in both a bright future and a better community.”

As Ardery continues to stir hope into every dish she creates, she stands as 

when service is rooted in love.
To learn more about the scholarship program and The Toledo Chapter of 

Charms, Inc., please contact: toledocharmsscholarship gmail.com.

he Da is raduation 
e eption

 au  u a d  nte i  ecuti e i ecto  a iti e cade

pecia  to e ut

ince and Pathy Davis hosted a graduation reception for their son Jullian 
Davis who graduated this year from Ottawa Hills High School. The recep-

Jullian was honored at Braden Methodist church for being an outstanding 
student at Ottawa High School. 

brats. Pathy Davis handled the kitchen with mac and cheese, old-fashioned 
tasting green beans, watermelon, plus chocolate cake. 

temperature. Jullian will attend the University of Toledo and major in psy-

Farm Insurance franchise business owner.

... continued on page 1
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