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A New Wayman Palmer Y

City, state and federal officials cut the ribbon on the new Wayman Palmer YMCA
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ﬁ TOLEDO PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Toledo Public Schools congratulates the Top 10 students from each of our high
schools and extends best wishes to the entire CLASS OF 2025 - your
accomplishments stand as another shining example of why we are TPS PROUD!

AEROSPACE & NATURAL
SCIENCE ACADEMY OF
TOLEDO

Cole Herzog
Connor Williams
Oluwafemi Itiola
Xavier Wetzel
Andrew Johnson
Amro Alshamalia
Delaini Gilbert
Aiden Klostermeier
Drake Szalkowski
Austin Close

BOWSHER HIGH SCHOOL
Heaven Sweeney
Alexandria Moran
Myliana Fonseca
Kharii Vidales
Carvelle Liggins
Bianca Reckner
Layla Barba

Tyler Gamble
Emily Kalmbacher
Tamaria Burwell

JONES LEADERSHIP
ACADEMY OF BUSINESS

Kiersten Mathis
Stephenie Williams
Martin Alvarez
La'shayla McCall
Richard Davis Il
Treyshawn Green
Kyndall Harris
Scarlett Wright
Daimere King
Kymorii Harris

NATURAL SCIENCE
TECHNOLOGY CENTER

Alisa Sauerwein
Reese Henneman
Abigail Myers
Sierra Smith
Evan Meyers
Megan Mast
Kenneth Hubbell
Cooper Lehman
Emily Hubbell
Elizabeth Hubbell

BOARD OF EDUCATION

Bob Vasquez, President

Chris Varwig, Vice President
Sheena Barnes, Member

ROGERS HIGH SCHOOL

Marianna Colton
Allen Powers

Gavin Youngblood
Sydnee Savage-Utley
Lukas Hardy

Madelyn Page

Shawn Cannon

Cindy Hunt
Fatoumata Diallo
Kevin Rome

SCOTT HIGH SCHOOL
Mahsi Scott

Jamel Allison
Syrenity Nunn
Rhianna Davis

E'Mari Lyn'che Ridley
Rhe'onna Washington
Ashley Jamison
Naomi Williams

Nitra Reed

Samere Harton

START HIGH SCHOOL
Bailey Clark
Talyssa Atkins
Noah Clay

Connor Meikle
Michaya Ivery
Kathryn Thoman
Stacie Lemle
Raniyah Rogers
Darryl Boyd Jr.
Kamaria Richardson

TOLEDO EARLY

COLLEGE
Hadley Case
Ainoor Garguri
Lily Grissom
Sidney Bright
Annabelle Baur
Sophia Swiden
Tabitha Burk
Skylar Pickett
Jordan Grier
Maya Lybarger

Randall Parker, Member

Polly Taylor-Gerken, Member
Dr. Romules Durant, CEO/Superintendent

TOLEDO TECHNOLOGY
ACADEMY OF

ENGINEERING
Sean Steedley Jr.
Katelyn Baringer
Cash Pietrowski
Juan Rogers

Alex Marino
Joseph Kerper
Jackson Hulse
Jayson Jagodzinski
Jackson Rodgers
Ali Khuraidah

WAITE HIGH SCHOOL
Emma Phillips

Nataly Diaz-Sanchez
Amari Autman

Emily Cuellar

Serenity Seimet

Keona Hopkins

Dominick Seimet

Adrianna Salazar

Wilneris Quinones-Ramos
llianah Moctezuma-Vargas

WOODWARD HIGH SCHOOL
Tony Haase Jr.
Naseemah Baksh
Christopher Alcantar
Avery Arnold

Darren Williams
Ariona Cathcart
Dontasia Belle
Albert Braswell Jr.
Believe Hwindingwi
Armando Mireles

VIRTUAL ACADEMY
Claire Wolff

Pearl Vallejo

Reyna Warren

Chloe Lard’e

Christian Roscoe
Rashanna Stephens
Damien Duboise
Marvin Cavanaugh Jr.
Melchizedek Jordan
Benjamin Loboschefski

1609 N. Summit Street
Toledo, OH 43604
419-671-0001

TPS.ORG
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Be Careful What You Cut: The Glitter

of Tax Relief

By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.
The Truth Contributor

All that glistersis not gold.

In the Gospel of Mark, Jesus provides a much-needed meal in the wil-
derness for approximately 20,000 individuals - 5,000 hungry men and their
families - without access to food. But the act of feeding them was not merely
a compassionate kumbaya.

Biblical scholar Ched Myers reminds us that this action was a bold, grass-
roots protest against a system that exploits the masses while feeding the three
percent who made up the powerful elite and, therefore, extremely political.
By calling out asystem that fed a select few while forgetting the many, Jesus
was doing more than just breaking bread.

Fast forward two millennia

Under the pretense of “tax relief,” Citizens for Property Tax Reform is
collecting signatures to place a constitutional amendment on the ballot to
eliminate all Ohio property taxes. On the surface, the proposal’s appeal glis-
tens like a treasure trove of sparkling gems. Who doesn’t want lower taxes,
especially since the proposal arrives so soon after the Lucas County property
reassessment fiasco, where thousands of homeowners were stunned by sky-
rocketing property valuations.

However, let’s be clear. Marketed as “tax relief,” the amendment would
actualy dismantle vital funds for public transportation, schools, libraries,
parks and emergency services, leaving our communities scrambling to find a
replacement within ayear. This proposal istax evasion, not tax relief.

This proposal comes as the Trump administration readies the biggest tax
cuts for billionaires in American history. The wedlthiest in Ohio enjoy ex-
traordinary loopholes, record profits, and little accountability while work-
ing and unwealthy Ohio families face not only rising housing, food, and
transportation costs but also crushing healthcare expenses, mounting student
debt, skyrocketing childcare costs, inflated utility bills and job insecurity —
al compounded by shrinking safety nets and systemic disinvestment. And
now, we're supposed to think that eliminating the property tax, one of the
few taxes that requires the wealthiest to pay proportionately, is a step toward
justice?

It just isn't. It's amodern take on empire economics or Herodism.

During Jesus's time, Rome, too, extracted resources from colonized low
and working-income areas like Judea, redirecting grain, labor, and resources
to enrich elite cities such as Rome while leaving local communities hungry

Community Calendar
May 28

Annual Meeting for the Warren A.M.E. Church Vision Empowerment Board: 1:30
PM. If you would like to attend, request a link from natejacksonj1@gmai.com

May 31
The Toledo-Tanga Sister City Committee’s Free Hybrid Drone Training program
for students — 6th — 12th grades in Tanzania, Africa and Toledo. Learn how to fly,
code and program drones. UT’s Nitschke auditorium; 7:45 am - 11:30 am. Contact
Norma King, Drone Academy Director at njking@bex.net, 419-536-4615 or Les-
lie Henriquez President, Toledo- Tanga Sister City Committee at LesHenriquez@
aol.com 419-699-8686

AFirst Ladies’ Affair: Registration deadline May 15. For
more details, visit eventbrite.com.

Love Ye One Another Disaster Preparedness. Healthy Living. Self Defense;
Noon; Frederick Douglass Community Center: Call 734-629-6588

June 1

Shutting the Door on Forgiveness: Join us for an in-person adult Bible

study workshop series designed for individuals facing challenges with
forgiveness; Crusaders for Christ Church; 10 AM to 11 AM; register at eventbrite.
com!

June 2-6

FREE Vacation Bible School: United MBC; Back to Basics: B.I.B.L.E --(Blessing
Inspiring Believers to Live Eternally) Classes for Kindergarten -Teens & Adult:
5:30 - 7:30 pm; Free light dinner served nightly: 5:30 - 6p.m.

419-699-2656

- William Shakespeare

and poor. For the masses, grain was a staple food — used to make bread,
which was the “staff of life” and the difference between eating and going
hungry. Yet, despite producing the grain, the peasant class could not con-
sumeit. They lacked accessto and could not afford the very food they made.
Imperia banquets were brimming with extravagance, while landless labor-
erslived hand to mouth.

So, the more things change, the more they remain the same.

Today, they are food deserts and schools that receive insufficient funding
despite growing needs. They are the clinics that are underfunded or have
closed in South Toledo or the East Side, or reduced funding for mental health
and addiction recovery services for those living in the Junction neighbor-
hood and North Toledo. Meanwhile, billionaires hoard wealth or use tax
windfallsto purchase third homes. At the same time, Black and Brown com-
munities are forced to bear the cost of disinvestment.

So, the proposed amendment perpetuates an age-old system that penalizes
working and poor people while favoring the wealthy. Notably, this plan to
abolish property taxes lacks a strategy to replace the lost revenues.

The repercussions will not be shared equally. Wealthy suburban communi-
ties with robust donor bases and private endowments can weather the storm.
However, the burden will fall primarily on vulnerable and working-class
neighborhoods and libraries that serve as vita centers for learning, digital ac-
cess, and youth development.

After-school programs that nurture safety, creativity and academic growth
will be dashed. Public transportation that connects low-income residents
to jobs, healthcare, and groceries will aso be dismantled. Expect our metro
parks, nationally recognized for their excellence and accessibility, to become
neglected or sold off. Child protection services that shield the most vulnerable
are dready strained to the breaking point may collapse.

This script is not new to us. Only the names have changed. The empire is
still there.

Yet, Jesus didn’t remain silent in the face of unjust empire economics; the
same vision and action are needed today. As | told my congregants this past
Sunday, ‘Communities and churches need to transition from charity to ad-
vocacy and from merely surviving to changing the system where we al can
flourish.’

Therefore, we must insist that our leadersinvest in people instead of focus-
ing only on profits; contribute to, rather than deprive, the common good; and,
most importantly, understand that property taxes symbolize our mutual com-
mitment to one another.

Thereal question, then, isnot whether we will pay taxes but whether we will
build a society where everyone has enough, or will we allow the empire to
wallow in obscene prosperity while the masses suffer?

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhopebaptist.org

(A Grant up to $1,500 towards your h
Mortgage Closing Costs!"
DO YOU QUALIFY?

e Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area?

* Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements®
* A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

@ |statebank

YourStateBank.com

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805
419.228.3361

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604
419.508.0806

Member
EQUAL HOUSING

FDIC ===

NMLS 403044

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions

may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.

'Actual amount applied at closing.

2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana,

Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.

“Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located

in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial
\)nstitutr'ons Examination Council).

J
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Reclaiming “Woke’: A Call to Black

cConsciousness

By Carla Thomas
The Truth Contributor

| saw a T-shirt recently that read: “Woke is not
the insult you think it is.” And | paused. Because
somewhere along the way, “woke” went from be-
ing awarning to our people, a sacred call to stay
aert, to becoming a punchline for the powerful
and a slur flung at those who dare to speak truth.
Somehow, the very word that once shielded us has
been twisted into something shameful.

And too many of us have started to believe the
lie.

But let me remind you: Woke is ours. It was
born from struggle. It livesin resistance. And it still matters.

Where“Woke” Really Comes From

Long before it made headlines, woke was part of our vernacular. It meant
to be “awake to injustice.” It was a word passed down as a warning: stay
woke. Stay alert to the systems designed to deceive you, contain you, erase
you.

As early as the 1930s, the blues artist Lead Belly sang, “| advise every-
body, be alittle careful when they go along through there—stay woke, keep
their eyes open.” Decades later, civil rights leaders echoed the sentiment
without always using the word. And yes, Marcus Garvey's Pan-African
teachings shouted, “Wake up Ethiopial Wake up Africal” A decolonia de-
mand for global Black consciousness, a mental awakening, a shedding of
colonial lies to embrace Black truth and power. Woke has always meant
survival.

When Awar eness Became a Threat

In recent years, something has shifted. “Woke” didn’t just get popul ar—it
got hijacked.

The right turned it into a scary word. Florida's 2022 Stop WOKE Act

tried to ban schools and workplaces from even discussing systemic rac-
ism or privilege. (A federal court keeps pushing back.) Republican cam-
paigns slap “woke” on anything that smells like equity—books, history,
even Black cartoon characters.

Mainstream media followed suit. Articles from The Guardian to ABC
News detail how “woke” has become a dog whistle. A way to say, “too
Black,” “too honest,” “too free,” without saying it outright.

And somehow, the slander stuck. Even in our own communities, to be
called “woke” can feel like a side-eye. Like you're trying too hard, too
radical, too Afrocentric—too much. But think about it: criticizing a Black
person for being too Afrocentric—as opposed to what? Eurocentric? That's
not only ridiculous; that’s a symptom of colonial conditioning. It shows
how deeply white supremacy has shaped our thinking when centering our
own culture feels extreme.

But why is this? Why is Black awareness always painted as extreme?
Because a fully aware Black mind is a threat to the systems that maintain
oppression.

What Woke Actually M eans Today

| say this unapologetically: | am woke, and proud of it.

Woke means | recognize the microaggressionsthat try to chip away at my
spirit on aregular basis, and | refuse to excuse them anymore.

Woke means| no longer conform to fit the narratives of white supremacy.

Woke means | see how colonized religion has been used to keep us in
spiritual bondage, and | seek ancestral truth instead.

Woke means | understand that the systems harming us were designed to
do just that. And | make decisions rooted in that awareness.

To be woke is not to be angry or hostile. It's to be aware. And when
awareness leads to action, that’s when change begins.

Why They Want UsAsleep

Let's be real: we're not called angry because we're irrational. We're
called angry when we stop being agreeable. We're labeled militant when
we stop shucking and jiving and start challenging systemic power.

They mock “woke” for fear of what happens when we awaken. | believe
when we as Black people awaken—fully, deeply, spiritually, and politi-
cally—we tap into a power no system can contain. We stop waiting for per-
mission. We question what no longer serves us. We create what we need.
We reclaim our stories, our brilliance, our future—on our own terms.

Thisisn't about what threatens them. It's about what frees us.

AreYou Asleep... or Are You “Woke" ?

You know you're asleep when:

« You think representation equals liberation, while the policies stay the
same.

« You believe we' ve “come far enough,” even though oppression just got
better at hiding.

< You're so busy trying to prove you belong or that you' re “good enough,”
you don’t have space to question who decided the standards in the first
place.

* You swallow microaggressions daily, just to avoid being labeled “an-
gry” or “too much.”

« You believe that silence is the safest and smartest response to injustice.

« Your rituals shame you, your faith cages you and you still call it salva-
tion.

« You forget the land you stand on and ignore the ancestors who whisper
the truth.

Waking up isn't just about awareness. It's speaking up when the lie tells
you to stay quiet. It's disrupting what was never meant to serve us. It's
choosing to see clearly, even when comfort begs you not to.

Reclaim the Word. Reclaim Power.

So nope, woke is not the insult they think it is. It's a sign that we' re pay-
ing attention. That we' ve shaken off the fog. That we know our worth and
won'’t let anyone redefine it.

Woke is remembering the brilliance of our ancestors. It's seeing through
the false narratives. It's rejecting the lie that our awareness is something to
be ashamed of.

We can't afford to be anything but woke. Not in this anti-Black world.

Stay woke.
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A Ribbon Cutting for the New Wayman Palmer

YMCA

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Reporter

Local city, state and federal officials held a ribbon cutting at the new Way-
man Palmer YMCA on Monday, May 12, to celebrate the opening of the
grand new facility in the heart of Toledo’s inner city. The new Y has been
open for six weeks and already an additional booming membership shows
that the new building is going to be a huge success with area residents.

“The kids in this neighborhood deserve all of the nice things that kids in
any neighborhood deserve,” said Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz during
his remarks before the ribbon cutting. The mayor pointed out a number of
successes his administration had had during his almost eight years in office
but stated that the construction of the new Wayman Palmer Y is the accom-
plishment he is most proud of.

“This is the best YMCA that can be built,” Kapszukiewicz added. Swim-
ming pools, a splash pad, expanded meeting rooms and workout rooms, To-
ledo Public Schools Head Start classrooms, a day care center for student-
parents, a computer/game room are among the many amenities that will to
continue to bring in an expanded membership.

The project began in 2021with federal funds from the American Rescue
Plan Act, as Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur noted. The overall price tag for
the new building of about $31 million began with $19 million ARP Act mon-
ies, supplemented by $7 million in community development dollars and $5
million in federal tax credits, said Kaptur.

“The federal government makes a difference,” she said.

Rosalyn Clemens, the City of Toledo director of Housing and Commu-
nity Development, is the person who put the project together and made it
work even as the initial financial projections were insufficient to complete
the building with all the services and amenities that city leaders desired for
the neighborhood.

“This is probably the most impactful [project] I have ever done,” said Cle-

Judge Myron Duhart, State Sen. Paula Hicks Hudson, Congreswoman Marcy
Kaptur, Bishop Robert Culp, Councilwoman Vanice Williams

mens. Clemens certainly had her work cut out for her. When the project
was announced in August 2021, the price tag for the building was estimated
at $21 million. During the construction phase, Clemens was determined to
maintain the vision of the complete package of amenities and services in the
original concept rather than cutting into that vision to stay within the $21
million budget. Her task therefore was to find additional funding.

She not only found that money but also has managed to put together an ad-
ditional $1 million in annual funding to upgrade all of the city’s parks.

“We will continue to do the work [to fund] our underserved neighbor-
hoods,” she said.

Also speaking at the ribbon cutting ceremony were State Senator Paula
Hicks-Hudson and Councilwomen Vanice Williams and Cerssandra McPher-
son, all of whom have personal connections now or in the past to the Way-
man Palmer Y.

“This is a full circle moment for me,” said Williams, who lived for many
years in nearby Moody Manor.

The new YMCA is on track to meet its future financial goals. According
to Clemens, the new facility needs 2200 memberships to break even finan-
cially. That would be a tremendous increase in the number of memberships
the former building generated. According to YMCA officials, the old build-
ing averaged 500 memberships annually. In just six weeks after opening, the
new Y already has 1600 memberships.

Rosalyn Clemens Bishop Robert Culp

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, Rosalyn

Clemens, Councilwoman Cerssandra
McPherson, Councilman Nick Komi-
ves, Councilman George Sarantou,
Councilman John Hobbs (standing)

Eric Williams, Wayman Palmer Y
Director

Hit the

road with
Glass City
auto financing!

¢ New & used auto loans
o Competitive rates & terms
¢ Convenient payment options

Apply online or at a branch.
Or ask for Glass City financing
at an area auto dealership.

Toledo ® Maumee e Bowling Green
419-887-1000 e glasscityfcu.com

Financing subject to credit approval & membership eligibility.

We’re working for you!
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TheThird Garage Event at Taylor Automotive

The Truth Staff

Lance Self, Blair Johnson and Assets Toledo presented
the third Garage Event- Ladies Edition - on Saturday,
May 17, at Taylor Hyundai. Taylor’'s expert mechanics
showed the women in attendance how to make tire rota-
tions, change oil, check fluids and brakes, replace wiper
blades, among other auto mechanic skills.

About a dozen woman joined Self and Johnson in this
third Garage Event — the first two having been held for
young students.

“Our goal is to make this garage event an ongoing
event,” said Self just before last weekend’s event began.

“There are still people who need the same lessons,”
added Johnson.

Self added that the events have already started paying
off, according to the feedback he has been receiving.
Recently a parent texted him to thank him for the in-
formation imparted to her son who found himself tem-
porarily stranded with a flat tire but was able to use the
knowledge given him by the garage events.

“If you are driving, you need this information,” Self
added.

Up next will be a session for men sometime this sum-
mer!

Lance Self and Blair Johnson

TriUnity Strategies
bringsfree workshops
to Toledo

TriUnity Strategies is delivering a month-long series of no-cost work-
shops that strengthen personal finances, improve everyday fitness, boost
kitchen confidence, and business skills for local residents.

All sessions meet at the ProMedica Ebeid Center at 1806 Madison Ave
and have an online component as well

June 2

6:30 p.m.

Personal Finance — Managing Your Money in a Tough Economy

https://triunitystrategies.com/event/workshop-personal-finance-manag-
ing-your-finances-in-a-tough-economy/

June 14

2:00 p.m.

Strength Building for Balance

https://triunitystrategies.com/event/workshop-strength-building-for-bal-
ance/

June 28

11:00 a.m.

... continued on page 12
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LIFE KeeP LIVING IT

inspired by the Darius Brooks Song
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May IsLupusMonth, Which Includesa Toledo
Living with LupusWeekend

Special to The Truth

Rachelle Roy, lupus survivor and warrior, hosted a Living with Lupus
Weekend May 16-18. The four-part event kicked off with Paint & Sip at
The Trunk, continued with a free wig give away at 1010 Dorr St. Saturday
afternoon and karaoke night at The Bluegill and ended with her annual
Walk for Lupus at Ottawa Park Sunday morning. All proceeds from the
events supported the L upus Foundation.

Lupus is a chronic (long-term) disease that can cause inflammation and
pain in any part of your body. It's an autoimmune disease, which means
that your immune system — the body system that usually fights infections
— attacks healthy tissue instead. (source: lupus.org)

Anyone can develop lupus. But certain people are at higher risk for lu-
pus, including:

\Women ages 15 to 44

Certain racial or ethnic groups — including people who are African
American, Asian American, Hispanic/Latino, Native American, or Pacific
|slander

People who have a family member with lupus or another autoimmune
disease (source: lupus.org)

L upus has various symptoms and can affect individualsin different ways.
Those who suffer from lupus can have issues with fatigue, damage to or-
gans including kidneys and may develop skin problems.

Lupus can also cause hair loss due to the autoimmune disease itself or
due to the medications prescribed to help battle symptoms from the dis-
ease.

On Saturday morning awig give away was held at 1010 Dorr Street. This
was the third annual wig give away that Roy has hosted. “1 have anew wig
section and aused wig section.,” stated Roy, all thewigsin the used section

have been washed... if [the wigs] aren’t looking right we're not bringing
them out! We're trying to make sure everyone walks out a beautiful but-
terfly.”

Saturday night found Roy and the lupus survivors and supporters at The
Bluegill Fishing Club for an evening of karaoke before a packed crowd.

Sharmere Brown tries out a wig

Rachelle Roy

Rachelle Roy at The
Bluegill
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Sepping up for LupusAwarenessand Champion

Remembrance

By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

On Sunday, May 18, Rachelle Roy held her fourth annual “Living with
Lupus Walk,” during which she hosted community members for fellowship,
Lupus education and special gifts for those that are living with Lupus.

One big gift being a six-seater golf cart brought by Kingtone Rental Carts,
an accommodation Roy wanted to ensure that was in place for participants
whose battle with Lupus has affected their mobility.

Attendees arrived at Ottawa Park with donations and in aroyal display of
advocacy in purple attire. Families such as the one of late Joyce Goings, a

Karaoke night at The Bluegill

Lupus champion transitioned in 2024, ensured their presence to continue a
legacy of the community Rachelle Roy has brought forward. Roy pioneered
her efforts for Lupus awareness from her own experience of isolation on
knowledge about Lupus.

She has previously used her personal celebrations to raise money to sup-
port the Lupus Foundation of America, Greater Ohio Chapter. After raising
over $1500, Rachelle noticed the growing amount of community members
affected by Lupus and wanted to grow the conversation.

“Each year I've done it, I’ve learned so much” stated Roy, as she recol-
lected taking .45 cent donations at birthday parties, to now transcending into
receiving sponsorship and partnership support.

Roy keeps afoot of motivation to pass along to the community “The more
I’'m out here, the more peo-
ple talk.” Which brought in
support from leaders within
the Victory Center, National
Center for Urban Solutions,
the Corvette Club, BlueGill
Fishing Club, and other var-
ious advocacy agencies.

Rachelle Roy continuesto
rally for more participation
through Lupus Awareness
to further support the Lupus
Foundation and generate
community support for oth-
er Toledo Lupus champions.

The Power To Do.

The quality care you deserve is
always within reach at UToledo
Health. From routine wellness
check-ups to emergency care,
we're here TO DO more for you.
Medicaid accepted.

health.utoledo.edu

TODO
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Delta Sgma Theta Sorority HoldsAnnual Senior
Recognition Program

The Truth Staff

The members of the Delta Sigma Theta Soror-
ity, In, Toledo Alumnae Chapter held its annual
Senior Recognition Program on Thursday, May
4, at Bowsher High School and honored 38 grad-
uating high school seniors from across the area.

This year’s Recognition Committee include:
Tiffany C. Bailey; Roxanne Allen; NaTasha Bak-
er; Shannon Tisdale Carter; TiaDaniels and Kay-
lene Miller. Ambershaun Byrd is president of the
Toledo Alumnae Chapter.

The event opened with a welcome by Recogni-
tion Committee member Bailey to the graduates.

After dinner was served, the attendees were
treated to an address by guest speaker Brooklynn
Gregory, Brooklynne is a 2020 graduate of St.
Ursula Academy where she first learned the im-
portance of leadership and established The Af-
rican American club to create a safe space for
black students at SUA.

Gregory graduated this spring from The Uni-
versity of Toledo with her Bachelors of Arts in
Psychology. During her time at the University of
Toledo, she served as president and vice president
of the NAACP collegiate chapter. She helped or-
ganize meetings with the President of UT and the
community to ensure that the citizens and stu-
dents alike were able to express their opinions
about upcoming changes to the University be-
cause of new legislation. Brooklynne is a spring
24 initiate of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. in
the Beta Lambda Chapter. Her collegiate jour-
ney was marked by campus involvement, mean-
ingful work experiences, and cherished time with
family.

2025 High School Graduates

Brooklynne Gregory

She has recently ac-
cepted arole with Pro-
MedicaHealth System,
where she looks for-
ward to gaining valu-

Senior Recognition Committee, Guest Speaker and Chapter President.
left to right: NaTasha Baker, Kaylene Miller, Tiffany Bailey, Brooklynn
Gregory (speaker), Ambershaun Byrd (President), Tia Daniels, Roxanne
Allen, Shannon Carter

able experience in the healthcare field before she continues on to medical
school.

Senior recognition and awards were presented by Bailey and Daniels; a
raffle was conducted by Miller and Allen and closing remarks were offered
by Bailey.

This year’s seniors recognized for their academic achievement by the
Deltas are: Aleigha Adams, Jazmyne Boyd, Kiara Criss, Keira Daugherty,
Katie Diggins, M’ Nyia Fontenet, Jordin Harris, Marnejah Holloway, Jayla
Jackson, Peyton Jelks, PatriciaJohnson, SierraKolcun, Nikeyal opez, Kai-
ley Lothery, Javin McCray, Ce' Khiya Moore, Fayth Moore, Cayla Murray,
Caprese Nicholson, JayLynn Nicholson, Madelyn Page, Jeyhana Preston,
Maya Harris-Reeder, Faith Smallwood, Charlotte Stewart, Alaysia Tatum,
Sydnee Savage-Utley and Bailey Waldon

Parents and families supporting their graduates
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TheToledo Air Show Returnstothe Toledo

Airport

By Paul L. Hubbard, Executive Director, Maritime Academy
Special to The Truth

After six years the Toledo Air Show returned to the Toledo Airport.

Thomas Winston, president and CEO of Toledo’s Port Authority, was a
perfect host of the Port Authority ‘sVIP Chalet for the 2025 Air Show. There
were thousands of people in attendance in different venues at the air show
enjoying the maneuvers of the jets. Some of the air show’s pilots were Af-
rican Americans.

One of the fascinating events was a jet-powered truck outrunning ajet that
was flying in the air.

An interesting conversation took place in Winston's Chalet. Thomas Win-
ston spoke about the hundreds of different types of jobs that the Toledo Air-
port has. The Toledo Airport does a lot of cargo business as well as other
types of business along with one passage airline. There are millions of dol-
larsin business activities and business opportunities at the airport.

Winston would like for African American business people to investigate
what business opportunities are available there.

Marie Bush, PhD,
who is board chair of
Big Brothers Big Sis-
ters was discussing
with State Rep. Josh
Williams and State
Rep. Elgin  Rogers
about having a State of
Ohio Day named Big
Brothers Big Sisters.

Williams and Rog-
ers spoke about why it

Thomas Winston and Paul Hubbard

is necessary for both
Democrats and Repub-
licans to support educa-
tion and young peopl€e’'s
issues. Both state reps
are supportive of the
Port Authority and the
Toledo Airport.

Williams said: “What
a blessing to attend the
Toledo Air Show on
Mother’'s Day and see
so many families gath-
ered together, celebrat-
ing moms and making
memories under the
roars of thejets.”

Rogers added “It was
a great day to see the
African American kids
as well as al kids en-
joying the Air Show.”
He noted that children
are our future and we
should have more pas-
sion for them.

The Saturday before

Marie Bush, PhD; State Rep. Josh Williams;
Thomas Winston; State Rep. Elgin Rogers

An Old Fashioned Hoop House Roof Raisng

The Truth Staff

The Padua Center held a roof raising on Satur-
day, May 17, as volunteers stopped by to assist in
covering the Hoop House on Nebraska Avenue,
across the street from the Center.

The Padua Center and gardener Kasey enlarged
the hoop house and raised poles and plastic over
the structure as the volunteers battled a surpris-
ingly strong wind on Saturday.

The hoop house was also dedicated and will be

known asthe “ Roger Whickum Growing Center.”
Whickum, a Jesup Scott High School graduate,
who passed away in January 2024, worked for
At& T, established his own business — Emerald
Lawn and Landscaping, and was a volunteer with
the Padua Center, contributing to the Urban Agri-
culture Program.

Sister Virginia Welsh points out the veggie
plants

The funds for the roof are a grant from Toledo
GROWS, said Sister Virginia Welch. The hoop
house will bethesite of plants such asbeets, Swiss
chard and spinach.

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com
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Protecting the Health of Black Women During

Pregnancy and Beyond

Regardless of socioeconomic status, Black women in the United States
are three times more likely to die from pregnancy than their white coun-
terparts. Pregnant Black women are also 23 percent more likely to have a
heart attack, 57 percent more likely to have a stroke, 42 percent more likely
to develop ablood clot in the lungs, and 71 percent more likely to develop
muscle weakness.

With increasing evidence suggesting that the prenatal period impacts the
lifelong physical and mental health of children, these statistics show how
important it is to eliminate these inequities for the wellbeing of not only
moms, but the next generation as well.

“Black mothers deserve far more than the current maternity and health
care systems that have failed us and our families for generations. But there
are sustainable solutions and actionable steps we can take—centered on
physicians, midwives, doulas, and other care providers working together
as holistic, collaborative care teams—to ensure Black Mamas receive com-
prehensive, culturally grounded care that honors our needs and supports
thriving pregnancies and full, healthy lives,” says Angela D. Aina, execu-
tive director, BMMA, Inc.

According to advocates with the National Collaborative for Infants &
Toddlers, the following policies could help protect Black women during
pregnancy and beyond:

« Transforming the delivery of black maternal care by making invest-
ments in social drivers of health that influence maternal health outcomes.

« Widening access to maternal health care services by extending Medic-
aid 12-month postpartum coverage nationwide, and by growing and diver-
sifying the doula workforce.

¢ Addressing structural barriers and systemic stigma that prevent Black
mothers from receiving treatment and support services for prenatal and
postpartum complications.

« Eliminating economic inequities by strengthening equal-pay legislation
and raising the minimum wage to at least $17 an hour.

« Passing legislation that guarantees accessto paid |eave to meet the needs
of pregnant people, caregivers and families.

« Collecting and using intersectional data to better understand the causes
of the maternal health crisis and inform solutions to address it.

« Growing and diversifying the perinatal workforce to ensure Black
mothers' care teams include providers who share their background, and
to ensure their care teams include a range of clinical care providers, from

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!
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be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie o its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved,

obstetricians and midwives to nonclinical support personnel, such as care
navigators and community health workers.

To get involved, visit https://ncit.org/take-action/ to learn how you can
help ensure mothers and their babies have a strong start.

“A future where al individuals, families and communities thrive is pos-
sible. Everyday Americans can chip in by contacting their elected officials
and lawmakers and telling them to support policies that protect the health
of Black mothers,” says Christy Ross, co-chair of the National Collabora-
tive for Infants & Toddlers.

Courtesy StatePoint

TriUnity... continued from page 6

Smart Savings Cooking Demo — Stretch Your Dollar at the Store

https://triunitystrategi es.com/event/workshop-smart-savings-cooking-
demonstration-learn-to-stretch-your-dollar-at-the-store/

June 30

6:30 p.m.

Effective Hiring — Build Your Dream Team

https://triunitystrategies.com/event/workshop-effective-hiring-build-
your-dream-team/

“People accomplish incredible things once they have the right tools,”
said Zach Keeney, founder of TriUnity Strategies. “These workshops put
practical know-how within walking distance, so neighbors can keep win-
ning even when times are tough.”

About TriUnity Strategies

TriUnity Strategies is a Toledo-based consultancy that helps small busi-
nesses, startups, restaurants, and nonprofits turn vision into measurable
growth through strategy, operations, and people development. The firm
delivers regular programming online and is expanding live, community-
centered events to make professional and community guidance even more
accessible.

Organization Contacts

TriUnity Strategies » 419-290-7875 « info@triunitystrategies.com

Community organizations and mission-aligned businesses interested in
future collaborations are welcome to reach out.
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Blair Underwood Presents Snsof Survivorsby

Joe M cClean

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Mom never had to worry.

After she reminded you to look out for your c. 2.025
siblings, she didn’t have to tell you again. From Amistad
then on, you had one another’s backs, you were $19.99
ateam that nobody messed with. And all these 288 pages

years later, today, you still watch out for them
because, in your house and in Blair Underwood Presents Sins of Survivors,
by Joe McClean, family comes first.

Every now and then, Benjamin Carter woke up, remembering.

He was a youngster when white men killed his father in a way that still
caused the nightmares. It' d been decades since then, decades since his oldest
brother, Jasper, took charge and moved Benjamin, their sister, and their half-
brother away from Alabamato the safety of Ohio, then to Detroit. Decades,
but the memories never went away.

Still, Benjamin and Jasper had done well for themselves. It was 1937, the
Detroit suburb of Black Bottom was mostly thriving despite hard times, and
the Carter brothers were important men in the areas of business, industry and
entertainment.

Aslong asthey paid the bribes required to the police force and to the other
powerful, organized crime groups that ruled the Black Bottom section of De-
troit, there’ d be no trouble. Aslong as Benjamin’s sons and Jasper’s children
could keep the family businesses running smoothly, everything was good.

Still, there was trouble. Tensions were heating up between the automakers
and the unions, and Benjamin’s connections with corrupt politicians were
complicated by racism and grift from outside forces. His son, the one who
ran the Carter brother’s most profitable business, a night club, was involved
with a Russian prostitute at a brothel run by a woman who Benjamin didn’t
want to admit was his cousin. His youngest son was a dreamer. His daugh-

ter was fast becoming invested in women's
rights. And it was possible that his half-brother,
Lance, aman Benjamin hated, might not be on
the Carter brother’sside...

Starting about 30 pages in, Sins of Survivors
is rough. There are way too many characters
in it — some come and go on a page and never
return — and there are large chunks of book in
which you may not completely know what’s
going on. It'sastruggle.

That doesn't mean that it's a total waste of
your time, though.

As the screenwriter-director that he is, au-
thor Joe M cClean offers an action-packed story
that’s based in part on real history, with touch-
es of crime and corruption that will appea to
readers of 1930s-type noir fiction or fans of the
Francis Ford Coppola trilogy. The side-stories
in which the Carter brothers' children partake
is a nice touch, too, because plot-threads like
those don’t often appear in gangster novels.

But do those good things overshadow the
roughness? That'll be determined by your need
for clarity, because it's not always here in this
novel. Blair Underwood Presents Sins of Survi-
vorsisn't al bad but it's not a Tennyson Hard-
wick novel, if that's what you want. Keep that
in mind before you look out for it.

Sins of Survivors author
MecClean

Sins of Survivors author
Underwood, courtesy
Collin Stark

Deltas... continued from page 16

isimportant, so that more women, from ayoung age, have the toolsto achieve
their goals.”

It was a very emotional interview where Smith left nothing unsaid in re-
sponse to Means' questions, who,visibly moved, thanked the keynote speaker
for being so frank and willing to share her story so that everyone could take
her as an example of life.

Therewereno surprises.

At previous breakfasts, the winner of the Mother of the Year award was not
announced in advance, but this time, on alarge screen visible to everyone as
the venue began to fill, it was announced that Patricia “Patty”” Poston would be
honored with this award.

So when the time came for his tribute, there were no surprised faces, but a
resounding ovation that lasted a couple of minutes.

Poston, accompanied by her husband and daughters, took the podium and
withtearsin her eyesand halting words, thanked all the Deltas who had passed
through her home while studying or pursuing their life projects. “I thank God
and this sorority for giving me this path of socia service and devotion so that
each of us may be successful in what we have set out to do.”

It was a surprise that Poston also received recognition from the City Council
for his work promoting student and socia development in Toledo with the
Deltas.

Next came the presentation of the Delta of the Year award, an award that had
also been announced in advance and that went to Crystal Monford, who briefly
left her duties as one of the breakfast organizers to take the podium and thank
all her sorority sistersfor the recognition.

And then therewere four.

Mikel Byrd, Katlyn Diggins, Diamond Flunder, and Elana Williams were
the high school seniors recognized with scholarships to begin their university
studies.

Oneby one, they were called to the podium where their high academic prow-
ess and the hard work they put into earning the scholarship and achieving ex-
cellent grades were recognized.

Byrd, from Saint UrsulaHigh School, will attend L ouisiana State University;
Diggins, from Notre Dame High School, will attend Arizona State University
to study law; Flunder, from Scott High School, will attend the University of
Toledo, aswill Williams, who, like Diggins, will study law.



CLASSIFIEDS

Page 14

May 21, 2025

Public Bid Advertisement (Electronic Bidding)

State of Ohio Standard Forms and Documents

0103-25-412
2025 R1 Research Lab
Renovations
The University of Toledo
Lucas County, OH

Bids Due: June 10, 2025, at 2:00 p.m. through the State’s electronic bidding system at https://bidexpress.com
EDGE Participation Goal: 5.0% of contract of the contract sum with EDGE-certified business(es).
Domestic steel use is required per ORC 153.011.

Contract
General Contract

Estimated Cost
$250,000.00

Pre-bid Meeting: May 27, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. — Main Campus, Plant Operations Building - Room 1000, The
University of Toledo, 2925 East Rocket Drive, Toledo, OH 43606.

Walk-Through: Immediately following Pre-Bid.
Bid Documents: Available electronically at https://bidexpress.com.
More Info: Fishbeck, Kevin Lafferty, PE, 419-893.3141, klafferty@fishbeck.com

ORGANIZATIONAL CULTURE AND
INCLUSION MANAGER

Lucas County Board of Developmental Disabili-
ties is now hiring, and offers competitive com-
pensation and a comprehensive benefits pack-
age. We are currently recruiting for the following
positions:
* Organizational Culture and Inclusion Manager
- Requirements Bachelor degree in
HR, BA, SS or related
- Two years fostering positive work
place
- Valid driver’s license with acceptable
driving record
Please visit our website at www.lucasdd.org for
additional details and to apply. All candidates
must submit a resume and cover letter along
with an employment application via the online
application process. We are an equal opportuni-
ty employer. If in need of ADA accommodations,
contact us directly at 419-380-4033.

POSITION AVAILABLE: SENIOR
ATTORNEY — AGRICULTURAL
WORKER AND IMMIGRANT
RIGHTS PRACTICE GROUP

Advocates for Basic Legal Equality (ABLE)
seeks a Senior Attorney to join its AIR Practice
Group to provide legal representation, commu-
nity outreach, and systemic advocacy for low-
income immigrants and agricultural workers.
The position is based in Toledo with hybrid work
possible.

Requirements: Licensed to practice law in Ohio
or eligible for admission by motion/temporary
certification. Minimum 5 years of litigation, policy
advocacy, or community legal experience. Expe-
rience in immigration law, including USCIS and
removal defense. Strong leadership, communi-
cation, and interpersonal skills. Spanish profi-
ciency preferred.

Salary and Benefits: Annual salary ranges from
$81,000 to $108,202, with comprehensive ben-
efits including health insurance, loan repayment
assistance, and paid leave.

To Apply: Submit applications via ABLE’s Ca-
reers  Page<https://www.ablelaw.org/careers-
with-able>. Position open until filled.

Equal Opportunity Employer: ABLE values diver-
sity and encourages applicants from underrep-
resented backgrounds. For accommodations,
contact hrteam@ablelaw.org<mailto:hrteam@
ablelaw.org>.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
BIRMINGHAM LEAD HAZARD
ELIMINATION — PHASE Il

IFB25-B007

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive
bids for Birmingham Lead Hazard Elimina-
tion — Phase Il in accordance with IFB25-
B007. Received in accordance with law until
June 9, 2025, at 3:00 PM ET. For documents:
www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., To-
ledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial
711). Bidders are required to meet Affirmative
Action and Equal Employment Opportunity re-
quirements as described in Executive Order
#11246. This contract opportunity is a Section
3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Busi-
ness Concerns are encouraged to apply.
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Amazon Lodge No. 4 Hogs Pas M aser s Banquet

By Jefferson Diaz
The Truth Reporter

With a high sense of camaraderie and honor the Masons of Amazon Lodge
No. 4 held the first annual Charles D. Allen banquet for Past Master at the Delta
Hotel in Glendale.

Led by Brother and Master of Ceremonies, James Gregory Hopkins, the Ma-
sons of Amazon Lodge No. 4 paid tribute to the Past Masters of their organiza-
tion who left their mark on Prince Hall Freemasonry in Toledo.

“It’s an honor to have the presence of brothers from other lodges in Toledo
to pay tribute to the members of the Amazon Lodge,” Hopkins said before in-
troducing the evening’s keynote speaker: Brother Maurio Powell, Past Master

L and Bank, Junction
Community Dedicate
Gateway Revitalization
Project

Special to The Truth

Something special is growing in the Junction neighborhood.

A series of abandoned vacant lots at the corner of Nebraska Ave. and Collin-
gwood Blvd. is now the lively, lovely, and community-led Junction Gateway.

At a ribbon-cutting ceremony today, the Lucas County Land Bank and com-
munity partners dedicated the space after years of hard work turning the prop-
erty into a safe and beautiful asset for the neighborhood.

“What makes this space special is that it was shaped across generations - but
especially by the voices of our youth,” said Shantae Brownlee, Senior Vice Pres-
ident for Operations and Chief Financial Officer for the Land Bank. “Planting
seeds and watching them grow is a gift.”

Beginning in 2023, the Land Bank partnered with neighborhood residents, the
Toledo Public Schools’ Jones Leadership Academy of Business, the Junction Co-
alition, Urban Wholistics, and the Toledo Design Collective to transform the site.

“This has not happened with one organization - it’s community. That’s what
the Land Bank saw, and this is what we’ve all created,” said Alicia Smith, Ex-
ecutive Director of The Junction Coalition.

The gateway features sidewalks and walking paths to give school children and
pedestrians a safer means to travel through the heavily trafficked intersection.

A prominent sign with colors reflecting neighborhood

of Eureka Lodge #52 in
Cleveland.

“The Amazon Lodge
should be proud of its
history as a fundamental
part of the fight for civil
rights in our state (Ohio)
and the country,” said
Powell, who gave an
hour-long lecture on the
history of the Amazon
Lodge and Prince Hall
Freemasonry in Toledo.

A dozen brothers were
recognized as Past Mas-
ters and presented with a
pin and apron represent-
ing their position within
Toledo Freemasonry.

From the Worshipful
Master of the Amazon
Lodge, Lugalabamu M.
Mugashe, they received
the honors and thanked
their familiesand friends
present.

“I wouldn’t be the Ma-
son and the man | am
today if it weren’t for
these Past Masters who
have guided us with their
knowledge and experi-
ence,” Mugashe said.

To conclude the eve-
ning, Robert M. Estelle
Jr., the Most Worship-
ful Grand Master of
MW Prince Hall Grand
Lodge of Ohio, offered
a few words of thanks to
the Amazon Lodge for
its invitation, emphasiz-
ing that “I always enjoy

Most Worshipful Grand Master of the Most Wor-
shipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge of State of Ohio,
Hon. Robert M. Estelle with Most Worshipful Past

Grand Master Rev. James Willis

Most Worshipful Grand Master, the Hon. Robert
M. Estelle

MWGM Robert Estelle, Brother William H. Heath,
Right Worshipful Administrative Asst Arlin Jackson

coming to Toledo.”

“We are living in complex times, but the important
thing is to remain united and work on our Masonic
values and honor God,” Estelle said.

Amazon Lodge No. 4 was chartered on June 14,
1864, making it one of the oldest Prince Hall lodges
in Ohio.

school pride now welcomes visitors to the Junction Com-
munity.

Native plantings, red-flowering clover, and various
trees beautify the landscape. Solar-powered lights en-
hance evening safety and usability without ongoing cost.

“This green gateway will improve air quality, reduce
heat island effects, and promote public health,” said So-
nia Flunder-McNair, founder of Urban Wholistics.

Students and faculty at the Jones Leadership Academy
of Business, a Toledo Public Schools building, provided
input on the site’s design and helped paint the fence dur-
ing its construction. During the event, the partners recog-
nized Rivers, a veteran Toledo Public School teacher, for
her dedication to the project.

The Junction Gateway is an anchor project to the
broader Junction neighborhood redevelopment, which
includes consistent land maintenance, homeowner re-
pairs, new home construction, and urban agriculture.

“Through our time, funding, and resolve, we are show-
ing neighborhoods that vacant sites can be vibrant once
again,” said David Mann, president & CEO of the Land
Bank.
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DeltasHad Ther 47th Annual Breakfast for
M’ L ady

By Jefferson Diaz
The Truth Reporter

The sorors of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Toledo Alumnae Chapter, never
disappoint, and during their annual Breakfast for M’ Lady they not only an-
nounced the winners of their college scholarships but also gave a heartfelt
tribute to the mother and Delta of the year.

Gathered at The Pinnacle in Maumee, they began promptly—at 10 am.—
the breakfast with the music of Sax B and later gave way to the day’s speaker:
Corey Minor Smith, who was interviewed for 45 minutes by journaist and
mistress of ceremonies, Alexis Means.

“My work focuses on empowering mental health. My story has been marked
by very difficult moments and it’s important that we have the right support to
move forward,” said Smith, a lawyer, writer and one of the most prominent
Deltas.

Smith emphasized that her success would not have been possible without
the help of the Delta Sigma Theta Sorority and that “all the work that you do

... continued on page 13

Alexis Means and attorney Corey Minor Smith Bessie Mack and Nina Wright presenting recogni-  Delta President Ambershaun Byrd with scholarship

during the fireside chat tion to the Mother of the Year, Patricia Poston recipient Kaitlyn Diggins
Frankie Young (left) and Stacey Jackson-Jones Mother of the Year Patricia Poston and her Nina Wright presenting an award to the Delta of
(right) with scholarship recipient Diamond Flunder husband the Year, Crystal Monford
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