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Trump’sGiant Erasure...

By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

“When reactionaries begin to redact your writ-
ten history, it is only a matter of time before you
are dismissed as of being of no consequence be-
cause there is no record of you.” Efa Revillot,
19th century Portuguese historian.

The Trump naysayers and political hacks have
turned their racial phobias on the reduction and
elimination of the voluminous records of people of
color and their accomplishments in government, politics, history and culture.

The a-historical heathens such as Hegseth, Bondi, Miller and their fascist
crew members are, with great relish, trying to obliterate and obfuscate and
simply deny records of herculean accomplishments of people like Harriet
Tubman, The Tuskegee Airmen, Jackie Robinson and a plethora of others.

Their determined but devilish campaign is to forever taint and devalue the
accomplishments of Black Americans and others who are not white but who
for hundreds of years have been an important component of American History.

Seemingly, Trump, always sounding like a fifth grade illiterate who has
never been a minimal student of American history, is now throwing broad-
sides at African-American history in the hopes that he can rile up his base to
follow in hisfootsteps.

When you assess that white America has never been enthusiastic about
cultures other than their own and when confronted with historical facts that
were not taught in their educational circles, you can understand why people
like Hegseth can throw mud at the famed Tuskegee Airmen and Jackie Rob-
inson and famed military heroes and |eaders.

However, Trump has yet to fully vent his anger, bitterness and dlights,
both real and imagined, at his social “betters’ and society at large whom
he contends have wronged him. Imagine a raging bull in the proverbial tea
shop, throwing his bulk and horns against everyone that he remotely believes
shunned him.

Even thelega system including both attacking attorneys and middle of the
road federal judges are experiencing his bullying threats and name calling
simply because they swore an allegiance to the US Constitution and not to
Trump.

To be able to exact his definition of pain and hurt on his perceived enemies,
Trump has surrounded himself with characters and clowns whose first order
of duty is allegiance to all things Trump, regardless of the law or custom or
legal precedent. Trump’s vitriol is now, like a cancer, spreading to the col-
leges and universities including vital medical facilities that conduct needed
research on deadly diseases. He has already frozen hundreds of millions of
dollars to top schools simply because he can.

No rationale or common sense, just pure spite which causes chaos in re-
search and development and the instillation of fear that if they do not buckle
under, there is more coming their way.

No, The GOP will not be the cavalry coming in to shoot the “Injuns’ be-
cause they are frozen with fear that Trump and Musk may turn their political
and economic canons on them by threats of being primaried.

Without being too much of an alarmist, America’s root systems of gover-
nance is being sorely chalenged and the federal courts can only do so much if
Trump, and he will, challengestheir rulings and saysto them, “ Ok...stop me!”

Trump wants a high noon gunfight with the Supreme Court and he has pur-
portedly instructed his minions to hold the line and to not back down from
asugfest.

If that were to happen, we will know in afew weeks, and if the GOP sena-
torsrunfor cover in their cloak rooms, Trump wins and democracy loses and
then it is up to the people to man the ramparts and take on the fight.

Community Calendar

April 27
NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm at Sanger Branch Library; Election
of Officers

May 3, May 10, May 17, May 31

The Toledo-Tanga Sister City Committee’s Free Hybrid Drone Training pro-
gram for students — 6th — 12th grades in Tanzania, Africa and Toledo. Learn
how to fly, code and program drones. UT’s Nitschke auditorium; 7:45 am -
11:30 am. Contact Norma King, Drone Academy Director at njking@bex.net,
419-536-4615 or Leslie Henriquez President, Toledo- Tanga Sister City Com-
mittee at LesHenriquez@aol.com 419-699-8686.

Would Trump nationalize and call out the various state National Guards
on demonstrating citizens? Why not. He simply declaresit a national emer-
gency and as he did in Lafayette Square, he will move with the military
leaders that follow him and the results could be deadly.

How did we get here? Simple. Through a big lie that the media and the
Congress did not continuously challenge 24/7. Trump saw weakness and as
abully, he punched at it with the hopes that the “ scaredy” kids on the play-
ground will run and not stand as one and fight back.

And now with the world economic order is dire chaos, Trump is deter-
mined to bring Chinato its knees so Trump can declare victory and set him-
self as the sole determiner of who pays tribute to him in the form of tariffs.

If both the stock and the bond market continue to show excess signs of stress,
Trump will back off (he callsit a pause) because he has skin in the game.

To say welivein interesting times is an understatement!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver @juno.com

Owens Strengthens
Regional Education
Partner hips Acoderates
Pathwaysto Wor kforce
Successwith Pentaand
UToledo Collabor ations

Owens Community College has reinforced its role as a pivotal connec-
tor in the regional education ecosystem with a pair of Express agreements
designed to streamline students' pathways from high school through higher
education and into the workforce. In collaboration with Penta Career Center
and The University of Toledo (UToledo), Owens solidified separate agree-
ments aimed at addressing the region’s workforce needs and supporting eco-
nomic growth in northwest Ohio.

“At Owens, we are committed to providing students with the education
they need to succeed,” said Dione D. Somerville, PhD, president of Owens
Community College. “By partnering with Penta and The University of To-
ledo, we are ensuring that students have a clear, accessible pathway to higher
education and meaningful careers, all while addressing the workforce needs
that are so critical to the region’s economic growth. These agreements are a

... continued on page 4
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The History They Fear Is the Truth We Carry

By Ben Jealous
Guest Column

The last living link of my family’s story of origin in
antebellum Southern Virginia died at age 105 a few
years ago.

My grandmother, Mamie Todd, was born in 1916.
Her grandparents were born into slavery. She fought
Jim Crow. She stood up for Black teachers and students
in a segregated school system in which she taught in her
early career. She supported my mom when, at 12, she
signed on as a named plaintiff in one of the feeder cases
to Brown v. Board of Education. And she stood by mom every step of the way
when three years after that, my mom helped desegregate her high school.

That’s the kind of strength | come from. That’s the kind of history it seems
the Trump administration now wants to erase.

The Washington Post and other outlets are reporting that the Trump admin-
istration’s scorched-earth campaign to purge diversity, equity and inclusion
from every corner of our federal government has now spread into the heart
of the National Park Service. Web pages about slavery and the Underground
Railroad have been edited to downplay the brutal reality of bondage and the
contributions of Black leaders. The photo of Harriet Tubman that for years
greeted visitors to an NPS page about the Underground Railroad has been de-
leted. A webpage about the Niagara Movement — a precursor to the NAACP
founded in 1905 by W.E.B. Du Bois — was rewritten. A statement about the
group’s “renewed sense of resolve in the struggle for freedom and equality”
was shortened simply to a “renewed sense of resolve.”

Heroic Americans gave their lives fighting for freedom and equality. Now,
the Trump administration is trying to edit those very words out of the official
American story.

Some say these changes are minor. | say they are surgical. They are subtle,
yes — but profoundly damaging. As one historian put it, these edits suggest that
racism no longer needs to be confronted in America. And that’s the point.

This is not about saving space on a government website. It is about shrinking
the story of who we are as a people.

Some Park Service employees who edited the websites say they made the

changes out of fear. Others were simply guessing what the administration
wanted. When workers are deleting key figures and events in Black history
without being told, just to stay safe in their jobs, we are in dangerous territory.

We’ve seen this before. Last month, we learned that Defense Secretary Pete
Hegseth’s DEI purge at the Pentagon included deleting photos and posts about
the Tuskegee Airmen. That hit home. Two of my grandfather’s first cousins
were Tuskegee Airmen. Those men risked everything for a country that treated
them as second-class citizens — and now this administration is reluctant to give
them even a photo and a caption.

They even removed a webpage about Jackie Robinson’s military service.
They later said it was a “mistake.” But when you see how wide this purge has
spread, it starts to look less like a mistake and more like a mission.

Arecent executive order from President Trump set its sights on the Smithso-
nian. They are targeting the very museums created to tell the full story of our
country. What does this mean for the very existence of the National Museum
of African American History and Culture? Or the National Museum of the
American Indian?

What happens to truth when it is inconvenient to power?

We cannot rely on oral tradition alone. Our history deserves permanence.
It deserves pages and plaques and national monuments and memorials. It de-
serves official recognition, not redaction.

I think of my family’s own story — the parts that were buried for generations.
I’m descended from the main Black leader of the Readjusters, a multiracial
political movement that briefly, but very successfully, governed post-Recon-
struction Virginia. They were left out of the history books for more than a
century. Not because they were not important, but because they were.

History is power. That’s why they are going after it.

The Trump administration’s attacks are not about race-blind policy. They
are about race-based erasure. They support monuments to those who fought to
preserve slavery while censoring stories of resistance. That’s not color-blind-
ness. That’s complicity.

It should not have to keep being said over and over again, but we will not
let them diminish our communities’ contributions or deny our place in the
American story. We are still here. And like the men and women of the Niagara
Movement, we renew our sense of resolve. Our resolve is real. And it is rising.

Ben Jealous is the Executive Director of the Sierra Club, former president
and CEO of the NAACOP and a Professor of Practice at the University of
Pennsylvania.

Owens...continued from page 3

great example of how we can collaborate to make a tangible difference in the
lives of our students and the broader community.”

Owens and Penta Career Center signed a new pathway agreement that
allows high school students to start their college journey early, offering a
seamless transition into higher education. The partnership offers guaranteed
admission to Owens upon high school graduation, with qualifying students
receiving a $1,000 scholarship plus the opportunity for additional scholar-
ships.

“We are looking forward to the implementation of the Penta Express for

...continued on page 11

Penta Career Center superintendent Ed Ewers, left, Owens Community College
president Dr. Dione D. Somerville, and University of Toledo Interim President
Matt Schroder
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AViolin Is Changing the Tune: How Two
Friends Are Remixing Classical Music and

Inspiring the World

By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

Imagine walking into a concert expecting violins and tuxedos—but instead,
you get beats that shake the floor, violins that sing like electric guitars, and two
Black men walk on stage—one holding a violin, the other a viola. The lights
dim, the beat drops, and suddenly the room feels like a concert, a symphony,
and a block party all rolled into one.

That’s Black Violin.

Comprised of Wilner Baptiste, who goes by Wil B, and Kevin “Kev Mar-
cus” Sylvester, Black Violin are more than a music duo. They are a movement.
A sound. A vibe. A challenge to everything you thought music could be. And
when they take the stage, you don’t just hear them—you feel them.

“We want people to feel inspired when they see us,” Wil said. “We want you
to leave one of our shows feeling like you just went to church, a family cook-
out, and the dopest concert of your life—all at once.”

From School Practice Rooms to World Tours

Wil B and Kev Marcus didn’t grow up dreaming of becoming classical mu-
sicians. In fact, they started playing music in school like many kids do. Kev
picked up the violin in the fifth grade, and Wil joined the orchestra in high
school when the only instrument left was the viola.

They met at Dillard High School of the Arts in Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
It was there that a shared love for music—and hip-hop—turned them into in-
stant friends. Soon, they were experimenting with sounds, blending the smooth
strings of classical music with the raw rhythms of rap.

“People didn’t know what to make of it at first,” Wil said with a laugh. “But
once they saw us perform, they got it.”

Both earned full music scholarships to college—Kev at Florida International
University and Wil at Florida State University. Though classically trained, they
wanted more. More rhythm. More culture. More connection.

Starting Small, Dreaming Big

In college, the two began performing hip-hop covers on string instruments
in small clubs. People didn’t expect to hear Kanye or Nas on violin—but once
they did, they were hooked.

“We just wanted to play music we loved,” Wil said. “But when we saw how
people responded to us, we realized we had something special.”

They submitted a tape to Showtime at the Apollo—and two years later, they
were invited to perform. Not only did they win, they kept winning.

“That moment was a turning point,” Wil shared. “We went from being some-
thing cool in a club to being something people across the country wanted to see.”

Soon, big names took notice. Alicia Keys’ team invited them to perform
with her at the Billboard Awards. They toured with Mike Shinoda from Linkin
Park, opened for the Wu-Tang Clan, and composed music for FOX’s Pitch.

Built from the Ground Up

Before they had a record deal, Black Violin were touring like crazy—up to

200 shows a year—hitting
schools, theaters, and mu-
sic festivals. They released
their first two albums inde-
pendently, pouring in their
own money and energy.

Their name, Black Vio-
lin, is a tribute to jazz
violinist ~ Stuff  Smith,
whose 1965 album of the
same name inspired them.
Choosing that name was
a way to honor the legacy
of Black musicians who
broke barriers before them.

“We didn’t always have
a big stage or a fancy set- _
up,” Wil said. “But we had Kev Marcus and Wil B
heart. We believed in what we were doing.”

That belief paid off. In 2015, they released Stereotypes, a powerful aloum
that tackled cultural assumptions and defied musical boundaries. It resonated
deeply, not just with fans, but with anyone who ever felt boxed in.

Music With a Mission

Black Violin aren’t just about playing music that sounds good. They’re about
doing good, too.

Through the Black Violin Foundation, they support young musicians—es-
pecially those from underserved communities—through scholarships, grants,
and access to resources.

“We want to be the people we didn’t see growing up,” Wil said. “We want
kids to know there’s a place for them in classical music, in hip-hop, in what-
ever they love.”

That’s the heartbeat of everything they do—giving people, especially young
people, the permission to be fully themselves.

“You can be into Mozart and into Lil Wayne,” Wil said. “You can rock Jor-
dans and play Bach. You don’t have to choose.”

A Sound That Bends Rules—and Minds

Classical music, with its structure and precision, might seem rigid—but for
Kev and Wil it’s a foundation, not a limitation.

Once they leaned into their sound—and found ways to bend it, blend it, and
make it move—their classical musicianship became a powerful tool for story-
telling and change.

...continued on page 6
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| CCS Starts an Internal Review, Seeks State

Review

The Truth Staff

The fallout from the death of Kei’Mani Latigue is clearly not going to
fade away anytime soon. The leadership of Lucas County Children Servic-
es held a press conference on Tuesday, April 8, to answer questions about
how the agency handled its previous investigations into Kei’Mani’s home
life and how it will participate with the newly-established Lucas County
task force as the agency’s overall practices are examined.

“We are ready to walk the path,” said LCCS Board Chair Suzette Cowell
as she opened the press conference and introduced Randall Muth, the ex-
ecutive director.

“The pain of Kei’Mani’s death will never go away,” said Muth at the
onset of his remarks. Muth then reviewed what the agency will be doing in
the future to ensure that its practices are safe and benefitting children; he
also explained what had happened in the past in the interactions between
Children Services and the Latigue household.

Children Services received a report on December 8, 2023 and two reports
(describing the same incident) on March 21, 2024, regarding the care of
Kei’Mani who was in the care of her grandmother, Dorothy Latigue. There
had been no prior reports on the home since 2011 when Kei’Mani was an
infant.

Children Services conducted investigations and found no evidence that
would warrant asking the Juvenile Court to remove the child from the
home.

“The grandmother was blamed for excessive physical discipline,” said
Muth. However, there was never a mention of Darnell Jones, who is as-
sumed to be the father of Kei’Mani.

“No mention during the investigation of Darnell Jones and no record ex-
ists which establishes paternity,” said Muth.

In addition, there had been no calls to Children Services in the year pre-
ceding Kei’Mani’s death, according to Muth.

He has asked if anyone does believe they called Children Services, they
should call 419-213-3833 — the Family Center Hotline — to make the agen-
cy aware.

Going forward, Children Services will be consulting an internal review
of the handling of the Kei’Mani case, said Muth, to see if anything could
have been done” to prevent Kei’Mani’s death. He has also requested a

Suzette Cowell addrsses media as Randall Muth awaits his turn

separate review by the Ohio Department of Children and Youth.

In the meantime, Muth noted that Children Services will fully cooperate
with the task established by the Lucas County Commissioners to examine
the agency’s practices. The task force’s first three members will include
Cowell, former LCCS Executive Director Robin Reeves and Breda Os-
burn, director of Lucas County Job and Family Services.

Violin...continued from page 5

“If music is a language, we speak in a voice that everyone understands,” Wil
explained.

Their songs fuse Bach with Biggie, Beethoven with basslines. At any given
show, you might hear snippets of Kendrick Lamar riding over string arrange-
ments worthy of a concert hall.

And at those shows? You’ll see grandparents dancing next to teenagers, tod-
dlers bouncing in their parents’ arms, teachers nodding to the rhythm, and art-
ists shedding quiet tears.

“It’s not just about the music,” Wil said. “It’s about connection. When you make
it your own, you create something brand new. That’s where the magic happens.”

Representation That Resonates

Wil and Kev didn’t see many Black string players onstage when they were
growing up—and that absence fueled their mission.

“Representation isn’t just important. 1t’s powerful,” Wil said. “When a little
Black boy or girl sees us on stage, in hoodies, rocking violins—they realize
they can be both cool and creative.”

Black Violin don’t conform to tradition—they flip it on its head. They per-
form in sneakers. They play with swag. But they never stop respecting the
music. It’s not rebellion—it’s evolution.

“To us, music is a way to open doors and open minds,” Wil said. “When
people see us on stage, we’re not just changing how they see the violin. We’re
changing how they see themselves.”

The Power of the Live Show

Black Violin’s concerts are full-body experiences. From the moment the
lights go down, the audience is taken on a journey—hip-hop drums pulse
through the floor, violins soar through the air, and messages of hope echo
throughout the room.

They’re joined onstage by DJ SPS and drummer Nat Stokes, who help bring
the massive sound to life.

“We like to say our concerts are for everyone,” Wil said. “You’ll see babies,
grandparents, hip-hop heads, and teachers all dancing together.”

It’s this diversity of experience and emotion that makes every performance
unforgettable.

“Our shows are like a
mirror,” Wil said. “We
want the next genera-
tion—especially ~ Black
and brown kids—to look
at us and see possibilities.
We want them to say, ‘I
can do that. I can be that.””

Looking Ahead

Even after two decades

... continued on page 10

Wil B
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Toledo Realtists Host Building Black Wealth
Day

By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

The Greater Toledo Realtist Association hosted a day of learning, network-
ing and financial empowerment on Saturday, April 12, at the Wayman Palm-
er YMCA on Bancroft as dozens of Realtist members and assorted vendors
offered attendees an opportunity to learn and take advantage of growth op-
portunities.

Building Black Wealth Day was part of an annual 100 city tour hosted by
the National Association of Real Estate Brokers (NAREB) which consisted
of seminars on a range of topics such as homeownership and property in-
vestment to business startups and other wealth-building opportunities.

The local event was hosted by the Realtist Association in partnership with
the Delta Sigma theta Sorority, Toledo Alumnae Chapter.

...continued on page 12 Blair Johnson

Realtists Del.isa Moore and DeLise Simmons
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Burniece Chambers Celebrates a Century of

Life, Travel and Family

Special to The Truth

Burniece Chambers was born on January 12, 1925, along with a twin,
on City Park Avenue in Toledo, Ohio. Delivered by Dr. Harris, her sister
Beatrice Potts arrived 15 minutes later. The twins attended Gunkle El-
ementary, Jones Junior High and Libbey High School.

Burniece began her career in cosmetology and proudly owned her own
salon. Driven by a desire to do more, she returned to school and earned
a teaching degree from Mary Manse College on Collingwood Boulevard,
later obtaining a master’s degree from Bowling Green State University.
She went on to teach at Oakdale Elementary and Waite High School, re-
tiring after 30 years of dedicated service.

A passionate world traveler, Burniece has visited every continent ex-
cept Antarctica. Her global adventures include receiving a certificate for

climbing the Great Wall of China, riding a camel through the Egyptian
desert and visiting the Pyramids, sailing the Nile River, riding an el-
ephant in Thailand, going on an African safari, attending a bullfight in
Mexico, bathing in the Dead Sea, and traveling from Moscow to St. Pe-
tersburg —where she attended a ballet performance and saw the finest
ballerina of her life.

Burniece Chambers is celebrated not only for her remarkable life and
accomplishments, but for the love, wisdom, and inspiration she has shared
with generations of family, friends, students, and community members.
Burniece is not the only member of her family to achieve the century mile-
stone. Yes, her sister, Beatrice, is also very much alive and has resided in
California for about 50 years. The two sisters chat several times daily.

Burneice Chambers Burneice and Beatrice
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Toledo Urban’s Dorr Street Branch Takes a Hit
But the Credit Union Is Still Going Strong

The Truth Staff

Only a few months after Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union’s ATM was
stolen from the credit union’s Monroe Street branch, the Dorr Street location
has suffered its own hit ... a direct hit by a car which lost control during the
middle of the night, April 6 around 5 a.m., as it sped down Dorr Street.

The car hit the curb and went airborne crashing into the side of the build-
ing and an electric panel. Gas and water lines were hit causing not only outer
building damage but also extensive flooding within the building and park-
ing lot. About a half foot of water cascaded through the financial institution
which will require extensive wall repair and a thorough review of records
and paperwork that were in the building and on the floor, said Suzette Cow-
ell, CEO and president of TUFCU.

However, while this might seem to be a streak of bad luck for Toledo Urban
—an ATM machine stolen at one location, and a building put out of service at
another — Cowell and Board Chair Bishop Pat McKinstry have another take
on the turn of events. The Monroe Street branch has been open for just over
a year and Cowell and McKinstry feel blessed that Toledo Urban has been
so fortunate that the second branch will allow business to continue both for
their members’ sake and for the employees who will continue working.

The Dorr Street location has sustained an amount of damage that will take
around three months to repair but Cowell marvels at the response of the
area’s safety forces — Toledo Police Department, Lucas County Sheriffs and,
particularly, the Toledo Fire and
Rescue Department.

Fire fighters stepped in not only
to contain the damage to the build-
ing but also to preserve the credit
union’s records. “We got you,”
they told Cowell as they worked
quickly to move boxes and vulner-
able records out of harm’s way and
minimize the destruction.

TUFCU members are all wel-
come at the 3053 Monroe Street
branch which will be open six days
a week.

Violin...continued from page 6

of touring, performing and creating, Black Violin are still dreaming big.

Their latest tour, The Experience Tour, is just that: an immersive, visual,
musical celebration of culture, resilience, and joy.

They also co-founded a production company, DKNEX (short for Di-Versa-
tile Music), where they help other artists find their voice and bring bold new
sounds to life.

With more albums, collaborations, and projects on the way, Black Violin
continues to stretch beyond limits—showing that music, like identity, can nev-
er be confined.

Why You Should See Them Live

If you’ve never been to a Black Violin concert, let this be your sign.

It’s not just a concert—it’s a celebration. Of rhythm. Of resilience. Of roots
and future. It’s the kind of show where you don’t just leave with a song stuck
in your head —you leave with a spark in your heart.

Wil says it best:

“Come for the music. Stay for the message.”

And if you leave dancing,
dreaming, or even crying a little?
That’s exactly what they hoped for.

Grab your ticket, bring your
people, and get ready to be
changed by the power of Black
Violin.  GRAMMY-nominated
duo Black Violin’s Full Circle
Tour plays The Valentine on
Thursday, May 8, 2025 at 7:30
pm. Doors and theatre bars open
at 6:30 pm.

Kev Marcus



April 16, 2025

The Sojourner’s Truth

Page 11

The 2025 Inaugural Mental Health Gala

By Emily R. Evans
The Truth Reporter

The 2025 Inaugural Mental Health Gala took place on Saturday April 5 at
The Pinnacle in Maumee, Ohio. This event was presented by Revitalized Be-
havioral Healthcare in partnership with Here’s My Turning Point and was held
to embrace community support for mental health.

Billed as “A Night to Remember,” the gala was organized as a cornerstone
event for mental health advocacy in northwest Ohio. Guests enjoyed an eve-
ning filled with voices of leadership, live entertainment, gourmet dining and
also heard from a dynamic keynote speaker.

“We so are proud that this vision is coming to life through Black-led, Black-
owned behavioral health organizations by women who are dedicated to trans-
forming the narrative surrounding mental health in our community.” — Keisha
Taylor, M.Ed., chief administrative officer, Revitalized Behavioral Healthcare,
Mental Health Gala event coordinator.

Taylor is the chief administrative officer and one of three partners at Revital-
ize Behavioral Healthcare, LLC and development enrichment housing since
December 2019. She brings over 20 years of progressive experience and hu-
man resources with a diverse background spanning academia, healthcare, non-
profit and public sectors. Taylor is passionate about supporting individuals and
teams, helping them navigate challenges with clarity and a growth oriented
approach.

Samantha Nance, M.ED., LSW, is the chief compliance officer and clinical
manager at Revitalized Behavioral Healthcare LLC. She is a co-owner and is
one of three partners committed to delivering high-quality and clinically sound
mental health and substance use disorder services. She also leads Development
and Enrichment housing, a transitional housing initiative for homeless women,
children, and families, providing safe and supportive environments until per-
manent housing is secure.

Tiffany Dep, QMHS, CDCA, is a cofounder of Revitalized Behavioral
Healthcare, LLC and Development and Enrichment Housing where she has
served as the chief community outreach officer since 2019. Dep is deeply com-
mitted to fostering safe, inclusive spaces where individuals can confront their
struggles, find support and begin the process of healing.

Tina Butts QMHS, CDCA, is the founder and CEO of Here’s My Turning
Point. Butts is a dynamic entrepreneur, community advocate and change-mak-

er, dedicated to empowering individuals and transforming lives across Lucas
County and beyond . She’s the owner of T-bonds/Tina Butts bail bondsman, a
business that not only assists with all types of bonds but also provides support
for individuals transitioning out of incarceration.

The event was made possible by all involved including over 25 sponsors.
Alexis Means was the mistress of ceremonies. She is an anchor at 13 Action
News and an award-winning journalist where she has spent over two decades
telling powerful stories that impact the Toledo community and a two-time re-
gional Emmy winner.

The keynote speaker for the night, Andria Williams PSHRA — SCP, MBA.
A learning solutions architect and master educator with over 29 years of expe-
rience in training and development, she holds an MBA from Franklin Univer-
sity and PSHRA, SCP certification. She is a talented master of ceremonies and
vocal artist known for her dynamic presence and engaging style among many
other attributes.

The night was memorable, very elegant and extremely well organized. The
community champions who were honored for Champions for Change include:
Loretta Hollingsworth LPC, founder of Healing Minds; Sherry L. King, pro-
gram director of the Youth Advocate Program( YAP); Janice Edwards, chief
executive officer, Philo Inc., DBA New Concepts; Myrtle Boykin-lighton,
chief executive officer at Lima Urban Minority Alcoholism, and Drug Abuse
Outreach Program, and Jamal Grant, The Shop.

Owens...continued from page 4

our students, providing them with pathway options for post-secondary edu-
cation at Owens Community College,” said Edward Ewers, superintendent
of Penta Career Center. “This partnership is a perfect fit for many of our
students who may benefit from additional support as they transition to col-
lege. Through priority admission and registration, access to scholarships,
and dedicated support services, we believe the Penta Express creates valu-
able options for our students to pursue and achieve their goals in higher
education.”

Additionally, Owens reaffirmed its long-standing partnership with The
University of Toledo, extending a pathway agreement that was first estab-
lished in 2017. Originally renewed in October 2022, the agreement en-
hances transfer opportunities, allowing Owens students guaranteed admis-
sion into bachelor’s programs at UToledo upon completing their associate
degrees at Owens.

The renewed Rocket Express Admission Pathway is an evolution of the
original agreement between the two institutions, and a reassertion of the
commitment to working together for the betterment of the economy and
workforce in northwest Ohio.

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

4045 A Langston Place, Sylvania, Ohio 43560
P: 419-842-8480 E: investekmanagement.com
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June Boyd and Guests Celebrate Her 90th

By Paul Hubbard, Bd Chair of Maritime Academy
Guest Column

June Boyd celebrated her 90th birthday with family and friends at a fun
birthday party with an excellent full course chicken dinner at the D.A.M.
banquet hall at 4017 Lagrange Ave. It’s a very nice banquet hall with a lot of
space and great parking.

The party was very elegant (June’s style) decorated by the owner Denice
Overton. There were close to 150 guests in attendance including Congress-
woman Marcy Kaptur; Judge Tim Kuhlman; Marie Bush, PhD; Roberto Tor-
res; Anita Lopez; Harold Harris; Behrooz and Susan Modarai. June’s cousin
Dr Judith Richmond, a surgeon (former Toledo residents) came from Port-
land Oregon.

June also had God Children from St Louis, Mo in attendance. June ac-
knowledged her guests and expressed that they are the reason she is still on
earth. She went on to say the love from family and friends is always a path
to a long life of happiness.

June was presented a community service award by state Rep. Elgin Rogers

The guest were entertained by June’s brother, Gary Bond, a poet. Her great
grandchildren held a dance contest that ended in a tie. The music for the eve-

June Boyd'’s great grandchildren

If you believe you are already registered in Ohio,
check the status of your voter registration

to make sure the information is correct and/or
that you have not been removed from the active registration list.

June’s brother reading poem

Ohio’s Primary and Special Election:

Tuesday, May 6, 2025

Deadline to register
or update your voter registration:

Monday, April 7, 2025

To check the status of your voter registration:
1. Visit: VoteOhio.gov
2. Scroll down the webpage
(to the middle of the page)
3. Goto“REGISTER TO VOTE”
4. Select “Check Your Registration”

VIDEO: Online Voter Registration in Ohio
(Instructions) https://youtu.be/jPIU_HIzLVO

L

Check Your Registration

To register to vote or update
your voter registration information, visit:

o Online Voter Registration Form:
https://olvr.ohiosos.gov/
Click: “Let’s Get Started” button
and then click the “Continue” button

o Paper Voter Registration Form:

https://www.ohiosos.gov/globalassets/elections/
forms/vr_form_04-2015.pdf

Online Registration Form

Fill out the online or paper voter registration form:

* If you have never registered to vote.

* Ifyou are registered, but have changed your first or last name.

+ Ifyou are registered, but have changed your address.

+ If you registered in the past, and voted, but do not see your information
in the active voter registration list. In this case, you need to re-register.

After registering, you will receive a mailed notice from the Lucas County

Board of Elections regarding where you vote (your polling location).

For more information, call: Lucas County Board of Elections at (419) 213-4001
or the Ohio Secretary of State at (877) 868-3874

June Boyd

ning came from Simply Shann and the guest enjoyed dancing to the music.
June ended her remarks for the evening saying God and green tea are part of
the reasons for her long life.

At 90 years old June is still very healthy. She writes articles for Sojourner
Truth newspaper. She also works for Pathstone Corp. a Senior Community
Service Employment Program. If you are over 55 years old and need a job,
supplemental income, life motivation or training, contact June Boyd at” SC-
SEP” Phone 567 970 7063.

Toledo Realists...continued from page 7

“We are here to educate and inspire the community to build Black wealth,”
said DeLisa Moore, president of the Greater Toledo Realtist Association.
“The wealth gap is huge because we are not educated on a lot of things ... a
lot of our people lose property because they just don’t know.”

Saturday’s event started at 9 a.m. and provided attendees with workshops
and sessions on topics such as the ABC’s of home buying, down payment as-
sistance, how to manage inherited property, how to manage equity, disaster
preparedness and title searches and their importance.

In addition to hearing from the realtists, such as Blair Johnson and Rob
Pasker who spoke on various wealth building topics, those in attendance also
heard from bankers such as JacQui Wilson of State Bank, state Senator Paula
Hicks Hudson, attorney Art Battle, as well as other community leaders and
industry experts.

“Having the family educated on what to do with property that an older gen-
eration might have had, so that they don’t lose a family home, is important
... what to do with the equity in the house, buying another property, sparks
generational wealth,” said Moore about the issue of how to maximize prop-
erty families may already possess.

However, the key issue on Saturday was how to start building wealth when
starting from a background of little or no wealth.

“If we can just plant a seed and change the mindset and help our com-
munity learn how to get ready to buy a house, how to buy a house, dealing
with credit... ,” said Moore. “We are trying to erase fears. Our community
has so many generational renters and we want to get them into the mindset
to become generational homeowners. When you don’t see it, you don’t think
it is attainable.”

The Greater Toledo REALTIST® Association (GTRA) is a Trade Asso-
ciation whose mission is to build a supportive infrastructure to become a
positive and dominant influence in the Ohio real estate market. They aim to
represent a unified voice for African Americans and other underserved popu-
lations, brokers, agents, affiliates and the clients [they] serve.

The group is a local board of The National Association of Real Estate Bro-
kers, Inc. (NAREB®), that was formed in 1947 by African American real
estate professionals out of a need to secure the right to equal housing oppor-
tunities, regardless of race, creed or color.

The organization is not just an organization for realtors but anyone who
is interested in breaking down barriers in black homeownership. Within the
organization there are lawyers, brokers, contractors, event planners and title
reps.
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Together We Roared: Alongside Tiger for His
Epic Twelve-Year, Thirteen-Majors Run by
Steve Williams and Evin Priest

By Terri Schlichenmeyer
The Truth Contributor

Three hundred thirty-six little pockmarks.
- TSI TTE P c. 2025
Placed atop a thick sliver of wood, the ball Wrgsl\(;k())rgow
they’re on presents a challenge. Whack that 320 ‘
dimpled sphere into 18 holes in the ground, do pages

it in as few swings as possible, and you can ace
the game. Do it and, as in the new book, Together We Roared by Steve Wil-
liams and Evin Priest, you could be a champion of a different stripe.

When the first call came, Steve Williams thought it was a prank.

It was a late spring night in 1999 and the voice on the other end of the line
identified itself as Tiger Woods. Because Williams had a friend on the golf
circuit who did an authentic-sounding Woods impression, Williams hung up
the phone.

And the phone rang again. And again. Yes, it was Tiger Woods, who want-
ed to ask Williams to be his new caddy. Williams said he wanted to think
about it.

Caddies, say the authors, are weather analysts, topographers, psycholo-
gists, mind-readers and companions. The luckiest ones become friends with
their bosses, which is what happened with Williams and Woods — although
the fact always remained that Woods was in charge. Williams had to learn
what Woods needed on the course and hew to it firmly.

Sometimes, that meant getting up at “dark-thirty” to be ready to caddy as

the sun rose. It meant knowing when Woods wanted a fan or another golfer
to leave him alone — and to get rid of the interrupter quickly. It meant telling
Woods which golf club was best, given the situation, and knowing when the
time was right to argue with him.

As their working relationship deepened, so did their friendship. Williams
enjoyed Woods’ “generosity and loyalty.” In turn, he cared for Woods on the
course, giving his best for a dozen years until their partnership ended swiftly
with the most explosive controversy.

Here are the first and perhaps most important words you need to know be-
fore you even touch Together We Roared: know golf.

Without a basic understanding of the game, the bulk of this memoir might
as well be written in Cyrillic. Authors Steve Williams and Evin Priest talk
the talk and their stories are thrilling and inspirational, but only if you know
your way around a golf course.

If you’ve watched a game with even the slightest knowledge of what’s go-
ing on, you’ll love the tiny nuggets of insight because it’s apparent that they
come from a respectful insider whose aim is not to gossip. But this can’t be
underscored enough: just being a Tiger Woods fan won’t be adequate and
you will be thoroughly befuddled more than not. Reading it won’t be the fun
you want.

If you’re a fan and a golfer, though, then yeah, this is a book for you.

In their introduction, the authors list common questions that they’re asked,
and they promise to candidly answer them here. They do, and you’ll be glad.
If you love the game, Together We Roared will fit you to a tee.
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LEGAL NOTICE

In accordance with Section 5101:2-25-03 of the Ohio Administrative Code, Lucas County Depart-
ment of Job & Family Services (LCDJFS) will hold a public hearing prior to the submission of the
County’s final 2026 Title XX County Profile to the Ohio Department of Job and Family Services for
incorporation in the Comprehensive Title XX Social Services Plan for the State of Ohio.

PURPOSE:
To highlight pertinent data and information regarding identified social services problems, needs,
resources, and gaps in service along with recommendations to the proposed 2026 county profile.

To elicit public comment, suggestions, and recommendations relative to the County’s proposed
2026 county profile.

DATE: April 30, 2025 TIME: 10:00 A.M. to 11:00 A.M.

LOCATION: LCDJFS, 3737 West Sylvania Ave, Toledo OH 43623

Toledo Room, 1st floor

Entities wishing to have their points of view captured in the County’s submission to the State must
submit proposals (not to exceed two pages) to Lucas_Contracts@jfs.ohio.gov by 4 P.M. on April
25, 2025. If individuals would like to present their proposals in person at the hearing as well, they
must indicate that at the bottom of their proposal. This should include the speaker’s name and
contact information. Those wishing to speak must register upon arrival at LCDJFS on the 30th and
all efforts will be made to accommodate everyone who would like to speak. If time constraints don’t
allow for that to happen, individuals will still have their written proposals reviewed and included in
the LCDJFS summary report to the State.

MISS SARAH’S PITTER PATTER
CHILDCARE, LLC

For children 1% -3 years-old,
8 am-5 pm
Monday -Friday
State- Licensed Program
Home Cooked Meals 419-534-2466

CASINO TRIPS

Rising Sun Casino — April 7-6
Motor City Casino — April 15
Call for info — 419-901-1515

LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR
RUNWAY 7/25 TECHNOLOGY SYSTEMS UPGRADES FOR INSTRUMENT
LANDING SYSTEM (ILS) DESIGN, BID AND CONSTRUCTION
ADMINISTRATION FOR EUGENE F. KRANZ TOLEDO EXPRESS AIRPORT

The Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority (TLCPA) is seeking qualified aviation consulting firm(s)
to provide professional Engineering, and Construction Administration services for Runway 7/25
Technology Systems Upgrades for Instrument Landing System (ILS) at the Eugene F. Kranz Toledo
Express Airport.

This Request for Qualifications (RFQ) will result in an agreement with a consultant for services,
based on the scope of work, with the Toledo Lucas County Port Authority for the duration of the
above-mentioned project.

The selection process of consultant(s) is being done in accordance with Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration (FAA) Advisory Circular 150/5100-14E, and applicable Ohio statutes and laws.

The required format for the proposal to be submitted to the Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority is
described in detail in the full copy of the Request for Qualifications, and is available by either (1)
emailing Tina Perkins at Tperkins@Toledoport.org or (2) visiting the Port Authority’s website at
https://www.toledoport.org/public-notices. Proposals are due no later than 10:00 a.m. (local time),
Tuesday, May 6, 2025.

Thomas J. Winston
President and CEO
Toledo-Lucas County Port Authority

DIRECTOR MARKETING/COMMUNICATIONS

WGTE Public Media seeks a strategic, creative, and organized professional to lead its marketing, com-
munication, and community engagement efforts. This role involves developing and implementing in-
novative, cost-effective strategies for platforms that include online, television, radio, and public events.

Responsibilities include managing WGTE’s website, social media, and app to enhance user experi-
ences, overseeing digital marketing (SEO, SEM, display ads, email, and content marketing), and craft-
ing promotional campaigns to expand reach and enable greater engagement.

Candidates should have a bachelor’s degree in marketing, communications, or a related field, and/or
possess 3 to 5 years of equivalent experience. Strong skills in writing, campaign development, project
management, and digital marketing are essential. Experience in media, nonprofits, fundraising promo-
tions, and team leadership is preferred.

Send your letter and resume to: employment@wgte.org<mailto:employment@wgte.org> or Human
Resources, P.O. Box 30, Toledo, OH 43614.

COMMISSIONERS SEEK
COMMUNITY-MINDED
INDIVIDUALS TO SERVE
ON BOARDS AND
COMMISSIONS

The Board of Lucas County Commissioners
is inviting residents to take an active role in
shaping the future of their community by ap-
plying to serve on various boards, commis-
sions, and advisory committees.

These appointments provide an opportunity
for individuals to contribute their expertise,
insight, and passion to local government, en-
suring that Lucas County remains a thriving,
well-managed community.

“Public participation is essential to good gov-
ernance,” the Lucas County Commissioners
said in a joint statement. “By lending their tal-
ents to serve on a board, residents will have
the chance to weigh in on key decisions, ad-
vocate for important issues, and help guide
policies that impact the lives of their fellow
residents.”

Residents from all backgrounds are encour-
aged to apply. Whether you have experience
in business, public service, law, or another
field, there are numerous opportunities to
make a meaningful impact.

Lucas County is currently accepting applica-
tions for the following boards:

* Toledo Regional Transit Authority Board
of Trustees

*  Lucas Metropolitan Housing Board of
Commissioners

* Lucas County Children Services Board of
Trustees

*  Keep Toledo/Lucas County Beautiful
Board of Directors

* Mental Health and Recovery Services
Board of Lucas County Board of Directors

Individuals interested in applying can find
more information and submit an applica-
tion by visiting the Boards and Commissions
page on the Lucas County website: co.lucas.
oh.us/76/Boards-and-Commissions<http://
www.co.lucas.oh.us/76/Boards-and-Commis-
sions>.

For questions or assistance, contact the Lu-
cas County Commissioners’ office at (419)
213-4821.
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2023-2025 Program Of Projects Update
Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority
5307 Federal Fiscal Year 2023-2025
« Remaining funds available for 2023 Capital Projects Section 5307: $1,700,000
« Remaining funds available for 2024 Capital Projects Section 5307: $1,422,296

e Partial funds available for 2025 Capital Projects Section 5307: $2,000,000

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located in
Toledo, OH is seeking experienced applicants
for the following position(s): Human Resourc-
es Assistant (PT). For complete details, visit
https://www.lucasmha.org and click on Ca-
reers. Deadline: 04-23-25. This is a Section 3
covered position. HUD recipients are encour-
aged to apply and are to indicate on the ap-
plication if you are a LMHA Public Housing
client or Housing Choice Voucher Program
participant. Persons with disabilities are en-
couraged to apply. NO PHONE CALLS. Equal
employment opportunity shall be afforded to

Federal Fiscal Year | Activity Fed Share Total Budget all qualified persons without regard to age,
5307 FY23 Rehab/Renovation | $1,700,000 $425,000 race, color, religion, religious creed, gender,
5307 FY24 Rehab/Renovation | $612,044 $765,055 military status, ancestry, disability, handicap,
5307 FY24 Operating $810,252 $810,252 sexual orientation, genetic information or na-
Assistance tional origin.
5307 FY25 Operating $2,000,000 $4,000,000
Assistance
Total Section 5307 $5,122,296 $6,810,559
Funded Items
5339 FY24 Engineering and $626,812 $156,703
Design

Written public comments on the proposed Program of Projects will be accepted by the
Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority until the close of business on May 16, 2025.
Comments received by the closing date will be considered in preparing and carrying out the
program. An opportunity for a public hearing will be offered if requested in the comments.

Call to place your ad:

Comments can be submitted via mail to: Chief Executive Officer, TARTA; 1127 W. Central
Avenue; Toledo, OH 43610.

419-243-0007

Alternatively, you can email your comments with the subject line “Program of Projects”

to info@tarta.com. www.TheTruthToledo.com

This program will become final and will be submitted to the Federal Transit Administration
on completion of the public participation process unless amended by the action of the
Board of Trustees of the Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority.

Laura Koprowski, CEO

Musty Basement?
S\ CCULEVEL WE CAN HELP!

YOUR LOCAL FOUNDATION AND [/ Basement Waterproofing [/ Indoor Air Quality
WATERPROOFING EXPERTS! [V Foundation Repair [/ Crawl Space Service

IF YOUR HOME IS EXPERIENCING: ( h

CRACKED OR BOWING WALLS
A SETTLING FOUNDATION

CRAWLSPACE ODORS
A WET, MUSTY BASEMENT . J
UNEVEN CONCRETE 4 N\
SAGGING FLOORS T T A o S o~ ?

FAILING SUMP PUMPS )_‘/\h i 7 @@ @EFI

|
|
YOU NEED TO CALL THE PROS GB,G |_| OM E Plus FREE i
]

AT ACCULEVEL TODAY! L ) _ Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

(CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

FOR A FREE ESTIMATE FROM ONE OF OUR HIGHLY
TRAINED PROFESSIONALS, GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

> 1-888-501-2812

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an

advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not
be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, emaiil, pre-
[ J [ J recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT

CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.




Page 16

The Sojourner’s Truth

April 16, 2025

The Annual Business and Health Expo

Special to The Truth

The 14th Annual Business and Health Expo was held on Saturday, April 5,
at the new YMCA Wayman D. Palmer at 200 E. Bancroft Street. This allowed
the guests and local entrepreneurs an opportunity to tour the beautiful facility
and seek a YMCA membership.

There was a special presentation for the Kitchen for the Poor by The Social
Butterfly Donnetta Carter to Harvey Savage, president — a donation of 500.00
dollars to support daily operations of the Kitchen.

The expo had over 60 entrepreneurs along with non-profit organizations and
community resources such as the Imagination Station, Toledo Museum of Art,
University of Toledo Medical Center, Mobile Health Unit for screenings, Hear-
ing Life testing, City of Toledo, Department of Public Utilities and many more.

The first 100 guests received personalized swag bags, courtesy of The Social
Butterfly.

Carter gave special thanks to the sponsors: YMCA of Greater Toledo, Taylor
Automotive Family, City of Toledo, The Huntington National Bank, SSOE,
WGTE Public Media, Lucas County Mental Health and Recovery Service
Board, Imagination Station, Toledo Museum of Art, The Truth Newspaper, UT
Toledo Health and the volunteers the “Social Butterflies” for their assistance.

Carter also gave thanks to Suzette Rushing, director of operations of the
YMCA Wayman D. Palmer and the staff.

The upcoming events scheduled are the Small Business Saturday, August
23,2025 at Ottawa Park Liz from Pearson Shelter; Detroit Princess Riverboat
Fundraiser FRIDAY, August 15, 2025 and the 14th Annual Christmas Bazaar

LET THE PROS | c.s
HANDLE ITY

Filter

PROTECTION

Protect Your Home
With LeafFilter.

- 102

Seniors + Military

Say “NO" to Cleaning

Out Your Gutters.

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

et ]

@ ++ We offer financing that fits your budget!*

1-844-518-2952

CALL TODAY FOR A

Q
+ See Representatiefor fullwara

FREE INSPECTION!

BEFORE AFTER

&

T

FULL SERVICE GUTTER PROTECTION - SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE INSPECTION NOW! 1-844-518-2952

Saturday, December 6, 2025 at St. Clement Hall.

For more information contact Donnetta Carter, event organizer at (419) 367-
9765, email: events@thesocialbutterflyllc.com or visit the website at www.
thesocialbutterflyllc.com

Lee Pryor Mitchell, Sen. Paula Hicks-
Hudson, Donnetta Carter, Felicia
Gibson Howard, Deborah Barnette,
Valerie Walston

Valerie Walston and State Sen. Paula
Hicks Hudson

Kitchen for the Poor’s Harvey Savage
accepts donation check from
Donnetta Carter




