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Rob Pasker

The Battle for Toledo City Council
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Politics should be about solutions, not just sides                   
                     - Sherrod Brown

Has the time arrived for a shake-up at City Hall?
With six at-large seats up for grabs on the Toledo City Council, the dra-

ma surrounding this year’s election indicates a high-stakes “cage match” 

to upend City Council’s current state of affairs.
Among the new challengers is Robert Pasker III, a local entrepreneur, 

real estate executive and mentor who brings a fresh perspective and di-
rect challenge to the status quo.

With all the council incumbents running for re-election, will new voices 
like Parker’s break through, or will voters stick with familiar leadership?

In this week’s interview, Pasker makes his case for why Toledo needs 
change and how, as a political newcomer, he plans to challenge Toledo 
City Council’s entrenched political establishment.

Here is our discussion:
Perryman: Welcome, Mr. Pasker. Please tell our readers about your 

background and life experiences.
Pasker: I’m from Toledo, Ohio. I grew up out Hill Avenue. My mom 

and stepfather worked at the General Mills plant for 30+ years, so I grew 
up blue-collar and graduated from Central Catholic. My dad is a serial 
entrepreneur and a nurse, and he planted seeds of success, self-reliance 
and independence in me. He wanted me to control my fate, which con-
tributed to my being an entrepreneur. 

Perryman: Tell us about your experience as an entrepreneur.
Pasker: I started a business while in college, Entourage Productions, 

an entertainment production focused on hosting events and bringing peo-
ple together. I took that down to Columbus, Ohio, where I got my degree 
in business administration from Franklin University in 2011.  

I acquired Go Matcha Go, a tea company, in 2011. I sold green tea 
online, at coffee shops, independent distributors, and festivals. I looked 
to real estate to raise capital to scale my tea company and automate my 
supply chain. So, I put together a program to wholesale property in Co-
lumbus to raise about $10,000, which allowed the tea to go from the 
plantation to the packaging plant, to the warehouse and to the end client 
with the click of a button. 

Perryman: I have read about your involvement in real estate in the 
Toledo area. Tell us more.

Pasker: My homeboy was the third generation in his grandmother’s 

woman who got her real estate license in 1963. My homeboy told me 
instantly, “Rob, if you really want to be successful, you will get your 
real estate license because everybody becomes a potential client because 
everybody needs real estate.” 

Community Calendar
April 6
Calvary Baptist Church: Celebrate Pastor Floyd Smith’s Birthday by joining him 
for a Musical Tribute; 5 pm; Featuring Minister of Music Brian Thomas and his 
guest

April 27
NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3:00 pm at Sanger Branch Library; Election of 

They are Realtists, members of the National 
-

est and largest black trade association. The 
Realtist’s focus is democracy in housing 

homeownership and real estate.
 So, I got my real estate license in 2014 and 

immediately moved back to Toledo. I estab-

established Pasker Real Estate at age 29. To 
this day, I’m still one of the youngest indepen-

SATURDAY, APRIL 5, 2025
10am-2pm

301 Adams Street, Toledo, Ohio 43604 (in The Summit Center)

IMMEDIATE ON-SITE INTERVIEWS
Walk-ins welcome, but RSVP preferred.

To register, scan QR code or visit: 
lucaskids.net/career-expo

CAREER EXPO!

 
CHILD WELFARE 

CASEWORKER

were in the entire region when I became a broker. So, establishing that 
independence, beyond that, is having agents trained on how to service 
people, pay attention to detail, be patient with the clientele and execute. 

Perryman: What inspired you to run for Toledo City Council?
Pasker: I’ve always been passionate about serving my community. 

While I was building my business, I was also serving the community as 

wrote legislation for the Fair Housing Act in 1968, the Fair Voting Rights 
Act in 1965, and the Community Reinvestment Act. 

Toledo needed a Realist presence because when you look at wealth, 

percent back then. So that colossal homeownership gap equated to a huge 
wealth gap, and that wealth gap computed to everything else: education 
gap, opportunity gap, quality of life gap, health gap, and others. So, when 

gonna come bring it to us but us. 
So, to answer your question, I’ve always been passionate about open-

ing doors and elevating my community, and that’s what I’ve done for 10 
years while I’ve been here. I believe that my seat on city council will put 
me in a position to open more doors for people, to help more families 
elevate and to bring more resources to the community, as well as be a 
voice to represent those who feel like they’re not necessarily listened to 
in Toledo.

Perryman: So how will your representation be different than what’s 
already present on council?

Pasker: I can tell you what I’m passionate about, and I can tell you 
about the work that I’ve done here in Toledo and the impact that I’ve had. 

I took it upon myself to establish a Realtist chapter here in Toledo. I 
was the only at-large member for about four years before I could garner 
enough support to start a local board here in 2019. We started with 11 

agents, lenders, inspectors, and title reps. We are also lawyers, insurance 
agents, and anybody with an interest in the real estate industry. We also 
do a lot of advocacy. 
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“As you did it unto the least of these, 
you did it unto me.” Jesus.

Well, just when you think that the 
social fabric that holds this country to-
gether was slowly unraveling, a large 
tear just happened to speed up the de-
mise; to date, the outrage has not been 
heard.

President Musk and his associate, 
Donald Trump, have cut one billion 
dollars from the Department of Agri-
culture’s budget that funds both farm-
ers and food programs for low-income 
children to have nutritious meals at 
their school.

A lot of farmers sell their yearly produce and goods to state, county and 
local businesses whose task is to make sure that feeding programs at certain 
schools are intact so that some low-income kids can get at least one decent 
meal a day.

Now, that promise is in jeopardy unless the states affected by such draco-

well.
And as for the affected kids, why would anyone deliberately eviscerate a 

program whose only goal is to make sure that DeMarcus or Lakiesha can 
look forward to a breakfast and/or lunch at their school?

I mean, what type of craven cruelty does it take to slash and burn school 
programs that support kids eating a decent meal? And with the proposed 
and pending tariffs on farms products, the affected farmers are clueless as to 
what to plant and where to cut back on. Why plant 500 acres of corn when 
the projected forecast indicates that you will not be able to sell your excess 
harvest to USAID or to other local feeding programs?

The retributive mindset of Musk & Trump is frightful to behold and makes 
one think that Trump has declared war on the country he claims to love, but 
the evidence is contra to that false piety.

Trump is going amuck with his executive powers, and he is doing so to see 
how far he can stretch the rubber band of American civility, law, governance 
and the basics of compassion and empathy shown one to the other, before it 
snaps.

For the Trump deniers, he clearly spelled out to the non-believers that his 
mean ambitions in the document entitled Project 2025 was his blueprint for 
his campaign of retribution against anyone, real or imagined, that he be-
lieved so much as stared him down.

That is how fragile his ego is and how craven he is towards societal norms 
of feeding the hungry and protecting the poor amongst us. What is also wear-
ing thin and showing the world is that the hype that America is a Christian 
nation is not what it is cracked up to be.

-
rican nations for food and medical needs) and your top concern is to cater to 
the whims and needs of the uber rich simply because they are rich, America 
takes a well-deserved hit at becoming more of a coarsening nation who gives 
short rift to the cry of the needy.

When the so called White evangelical churches observe what is happening 
and do not preach against these excesses for fear of being called out, they 
have lost their saltiness and are only good to be trampled underfoot.

When the churches in America give lip service to the Sermon on the Mount 
and the Beatitudes while their main concern is not losing their tax-exempt 
status or losing favor with the Pharisees and Sadducees in Congress, Ameri-
ca is slowing becoming an apostate country before your very eyes.

Food and clothing and shelter are fundamental human rights that should be 
both cherished and respected by all but especially so by any church associa-
tion that professes that they follow the tenets of the scriptures.

I need not cite here the many admonitions and scripture imperatives that 
clearly speak that Jesus is on the side of the downtrodden and the oppressed 
and the homeless.

If Jesus was to walk the earth today, he would make a whip cord and drive 
out the phonies and frauds that populate any church pulpit that only preach a  
a soiled gospel of prosperity and living your best live now.

On our coinage, there is the phrase, “In God We Trust” and that is a blatant 
lie because we trust our wealth and we give worship to the almighty dollar 

Hey … Let’s Kick the Kids!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

... continued on page 4

and do not cry out about such onerous government cuts to the less fortunate.
 If those drastic cuts are not restored or if the affected local governments 

can not replace those lost federal funds, children will suffer harm and loss, 
and their educational attentiveness can be affected by a lack of a nourishing 
morning or lunch meal.

Between an attentive mind and not feeding an empty and growling stom-
ach, the stomach wins out…every time.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
     

Tips to Spring Clean 
Your Budget
Special to The Truth

-
ing mindset. As you spruce up your home, you can also channel that energy 

According to CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNING® professionals, 
here’s how to clear away the cobwebs in your budget:

Sort expenditures: If you’ve ever sorted your clothes and other items into 
piles during a spring clean, this budgeting principle will be familiar to you: 
Review your expenses and categorize them into needs, wants and expendi-
tures you’re ready to part with. Whether you do this on paper or electroni-
cally, use a color-coded system to visualize where your money is going.

Review your streaming services: Electronic subscription bloat is com-
mon, as is paying for forgotten subscriptions after free trials end. For ex-
ample, you may be subscribed to several of the most common entertain-

need all of them? Whether it’s an online newsletter or a music streaming 
service, cancel unused subscriptions.

Avoid bank fees: Review your bank statements. Are you getting dinged 
with fees? Consider switching to a bank that doesn’t charge an account 

-
count get hit with an overdraft. If you do get charged, contact your bank to 
explain your situation — you may be able to have some fees waived.

Switch insurance carriers: Periodically review your insurance rates, and 
shop the market to see if better rates are available for home, automotive 
and other forms of insurance.
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Clean Your Budget...continued from page 3

They Cannot Rob Us of Our History and Our 
Place in America’s Story
By Ben Jealous

Guest Column

-
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 Ben Jealous is the Executive Director of the Sierra Club, former Presi-
dent/CEO of the NAACP and a Professor of Practice at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

 

-
-

Courtesy StatePoint
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Ebony Carter

Ebony Carter: Lifting as She Rises
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Imagine climbing a mountain. The higher you go, the thinner the air gets, 
the steeper the path, and the more challenging each step becomes. Now 
imagine Ebony Carter, not only making that climb but reaching back to 
help others up along the way. That’s exactly what she does every day.

As the Minority Business Assistance Center (MBAC) Program Direc-
tor, Carter has dedicated her career to guiding entrepreneurs, particularly 
minority business owners, through the ups and downs of growing their 
businesses. This year, she’s being recognized for her extraordinary work 
with the YWCA Milestones 2025 Women on the Rise Honor—a well-
earned accolade that celebrates the impact she has made in Toledo’s busi-
ness community.

But if you ask her about this award, she won’t take the credit alone. “I 
accept this on behalf of my community,” Carter says, her voice full of 
gratitude. “It takes a village. If it wasn’t for the people who poured into 
me, supported me, and reminded me to keep going when things got tough, 
I wouldn’t be here.”

Carter’s story isn’t just about success—it’s about service, vision and a 

Scaling Up, Leveling Up, and Breaking Through
One of Carter’s biggest initiatives at MBAC is The Art of Scale-Up, 

an eight-week program designed to help business owners get out of the 
“startup struggle” and into a real growth phase.

“A lot of entrepreneurs get stuck,” Carter explains. “They do all the right 
things to start—registering the business, setting up a bank account—but 
then they hit a wall. They don’t know what’s next, and they stay in survival 
mode.”

This program is all about pulling back the layers, getting real about 
what’s working (and what’s not), and empowering business owners to take 

But here’s the thing: it’s not about pushing people into growth they’re 
not ready for. “We don’t tell them what to do,” Carter says. “We help them 

yet, and that’s okay. The key is knowing when the time is right.”
And it’s working. The impact is real and measurable.
“We don’t want people to just take another business class,” Ebony says. 

To make sure each entrepreneur gets the hands-on support they need, 
MBAC keeps the class size small—only 15 business owners per cohort. 
The goal isn’t to push out huge numbers. It’s to create real transformation, 
one business at a time.

Keys to Scaling a Business
Recently, Carter spoke at a HerHub luncheon about the most important 

things entrepreneurs need to do to scale their businesses. Her top three 
takeaways?

1. Do Your Research—Yourself, First
“Before you even start looking at the market, take a deep dive into your 

own business,” she advises. “Where are your weak spots? What’s slowing 

2. Build the Right Team
“You can’t do it all alone,” Carter stresses. “Find people who compliment 

3. Set Dates & Execute the Plan
“Billionaires don’t have some secret code,” Carter says with a laugh. 

“They just make a plan, set deadlines, and actually do the work. That’s it. 
No magic. Just consistency.”

And that consistency? It’s where most businesses fail. Tracking progress, 
holding yourself accountable, and making real moves—that’s the game-
changer.

Success Isn’t Always What You Expect
One of the most powerful things Carter has seen through her work is how 

success looks different for everyone.
“There was one business owner who wanted a loan to buy a building,” 

Carter recalls. “She found a lender willing to approve her, but after going 

trouble.”
The old her might have taken the loan anyway. But through the deep dive 

into her business, she recognized the risk herself.

different when someone tells you no versus when you realize on your own 
that the timing isn’t right.”

moves, increased her revenue, and ended up renegotiating her lease for a 
better deal.

“That’s success,” Carter says. “Not just growth, but growth at the right 
time.”

More Than an Award—A Movement
When Carter learned she was the only Woman on the Rise honoree this 
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Caleb Wilson

Should Hazing Still Be Part of Initiation Rites
By Paul Hubbard, MSW

Guest Column

The national news has had a lot of coverage 
about the hazing death of Caleb Wilson. CBS 
news said Caleb Wilson died as a direct result of 
a hazing incident where he was punched in the 
chest multiple times while pledging to Omega 
Psi Phi Fraternity. At no point did anyone in-
volved in the incident call 911. 

So far three arrests have been made in connec-
tion with the death at Southern University and 
A&M College. The charges are criminal hazing 
and manslaughter. I am sure the three Black uni-
versity students charged were not trying to murder their future fraternity 
brother Caleb Wilson. 

The Ricky Smiley radio show had a call in about the death and Ricky 
Smily cried on the radio because he had talked to Caleb Wilson’s father. 

DL Hughley, who is member of Omega Psi Phi, said on his radio show 
this is not representative of the fraternity. There are four families or more 
in distress who sent their sons to college to get an education and to have a 
good future – Wilson’s family and the three families of those arrested.

Pledging a fraternity process is to build and teach teamwork and how to 
work with others. It is to train the pledgees egos to work with other egos 
and not to be only self-centered. It’s about brotherhood and having passion 
for the brothers in the brotherhood. Each fraternity has its own ritual; when 
the ritual is over it’s called crossing the burning sands. The Brothers then 
learns secret handshakes, secret words, and secret sayings. 

While pledging, a brother learns the history of the fraternity, certain 
-

ing anymore. If a pledgee or pledge line feel they are being abused in the 

When I pledged, there was hard paddling taking place. At that time 
schools were also paddling kids for bad behavior. Times have changed and 
hard paddling is now considered hazing in frats; just like paddling is no 
longer allowed in schools. 

There is always a fraternity brother (Pledge Master) in charge of pledging 
and that brother is supposed to protect the pledgees from hazing by other 
fraternity members.

  Fraternities and sororities in 2025 are involved in their communities 
working with youth projects and programs, creating scholarship programs 
and mentioning programs. Some are involved in the schools in many ways. 

Omega Psi Phi members, known as the Qs, have a health fair every sum-
mer. Alpha Phi Alpha sponsors the annual Martin Luther King Day Break-
fast every year that attracts hundreds. 

There is an organization created called “The Devine 9” which includes 
the nine major Greek college African American fraternities and sororities. 
The Devine 9 enjoys social events and also contribute to community ef-
forts. Fraternities and sororities also have a positive effect on the lives of 
their brothers and Sisters though interaction, networking and socializing. 

I am a brother in Alpha Phi Alpha Sigma Psi Phi Boule, also a 33 Degree 
Mason and a Shriner and I get personal satisfaction from them all. I had a 
wife that is a Delta and one that is an AKA, and they love the sisterhood.

I hope the death of Caleb Wilson pledging Q and the arrest of the three 
students who were Qs will not be forgotten. I hope it will help stop fra-
ternity hazing (which is prevalent also in the white fraternities) and moti-
vate fraternities to keep supporting our African American communities and 
youth. 

Toledo’s Jasmine Fox 
Is Headed for Austin – 
to University of Texas 
and the State Capital

My foundation in Toledo, OH – from my 
loved ones and my families at the University 
of Toledo, the Alpha Lambda and Zeta Alpha 
Omega chapters of Alpha Kappa Alpha Soror-
ity, Inc. as and the Indiana Avenue Missionary 
Baptist Church – prepared me for the work I 
am doing for Texas State Representative Aicha 
Davis as her Policy Fellow. 

JasmineFox
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Ebony Carter

Blair Johnson and Lance Self Present “The Garage”
The Truth Staff  

Community leaders Blair Johnson and Lance Self teamed up on Saturday, 
March 15, at Taylor Hyundai of Toledo, to present “The Garage,” an educa-
tional event designed to teach youngsters a few basic automobile maintenance 
techniques.

Johnson, founder of BMJ Enterprises and a candidate for a Toledo City 
Council seat at large, and Self, “The People’s Salesman,” at Taylor Automo-
tive, brought together about 15 youngsters, between the ages of 14 and 19, for 
the one and a half hour course, led by Taylor mechanics.

“Many people lack basic car maintenance skills, which can lead to unneces-
sary expenses and safety risks,” said Johnson when he announced the class 
through social media. “We’re excited to offer a free, hand-on learning experi-

The students were able to learn about such techniques as learning how “to 

wiper blades,” said Self. He noted that they also were able to see the underside 
of a vehicle as it would be lifted.

The youngsters also were introduced to the battery system and learning when 

system is unsafe and when the traction control is not active.
The kids, said Self, came from all over the community for this, the second 

time the class had been organized. All was free of charge to the kids, even the 
pizza lunch served afterwards. 

The classes are sponsored by Taylor Hyundai of Toledo, BMJ Enterprises, 
The Lance Self Auto Group and Self Love Movement.

Travel Plans. Now Boarding.
Family

toledoexpress.com
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Toledo’s Black Media with Toledo City Council

Toledo City Council Recognizes Toledo Black 
Media Week
The Truth Staff

On Tuesday, March 11, the Toledo City Council passed a resolution 
recognizing and honoring Toledo Black Media by declaring  the Week of 
March 16 as Toledo Black Media Week. The resolution was inspired by the 
State of Ohio’s passage of a law in February that designated the week of 
March 16 as Ohio Black Media Week. That state resolution was initiated 
and promoted by State Representative Elgin Rogers.

The City Council resolution was drafted by Councilwomen Cerssandra 
McPherson and Brittany Jones, PhD. and presented a look at the recent his-
tory of Toledo Black media and the impact on the community. 

“Black print and electronic media have a rich and important history in 
contributing to the diverse voices of greater Toledo,” the resolution began.

Then the council resolution ticked off the various Black media entities 
that have served the Black community over the past 80 years:

“Frances Belcher was the founder and publisher of the Bronze Raven, a 
weekly newspaper, published from 1947 to 1976 ….”

“Charles Welch “Charlie Mack” started The Juice FM 107.3 (WJUC) and 

to start a radio station from the ground up …”
“The Toledo Journal, Sandra Stwart, publisher, and Myron Stewart, edi-

tor, a National Black Chamber of Commerce award winning newspaper … 
proudly serving Toledo and Northwest Ohio since 1975 …”

community, with Fletcher Word as publisher and editor, began publication 

“The Stalwart Magazine, with Stayce Fowler as publisher and editor, is 
a publication that is dedicated to celebrating the accomplishments of indi-
viduals in the community, with a particular focus on those from minority 
backgrounds …”

The City Council resolution also recognized the efforts of Toledo’s Black 
media entities to form the Black Wall Street Community Development 
group that formed a year and a half ago in an effort to foster collaboration 
among Toledo’s Black-owned businesses. The founding members are Rick 
and Deb Hogan of The Juice; Toni Battle Gaines of The Juice; Word of The 
Truth and Kristie Knighten of KpK.

-
ing and praising the Black media companies for their efforts in the com-
munity.

Toledo Black Media Week is part of a state-wide effort to recognize 
Black media. Earlier this year, State Representative Elgin Rogers wrote a 

OUR SERVICES

ACT NOW! 

$250 off*
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estimate. Please call for details.
Valid through 3/31/2025.
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Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality
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This Is Toledo Black Media Week • This Is Toledo Black Media Week • This Is Toledo Black Media Week • This Is Toledo Black Media Week 

bill, later signed by Governor DeWine 
recognizing Ohio Black Media Week – 
March 16.

The history of Black Media in the 
United States began almost two cen-

newspaper was published – Freedom’s 

by Jamaican-born John Brown Russ-
-

third Black person to graduate from an 

School in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania who also founded Shiloh Presbyterian 

In Toledo, in addition to the Bronze Raven, early Black-owned media 
newspapers included the Toledo Observer in the 1940s and the Toledo Script 
in the 1950s.

Deb Hogan of The Juice, 107.3; 
Fletcher Word of The Truth; Stayce 

Fowler of Stalwart Magazine
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The Black Wall Street Community Development 
Hosts Business Networking Event
The Truth Staff

The Black Wall Street Community Development, a collaborative effort 
formed by The Juice 107.3 radio, The Truth newspaper and Stalwart Maga-
zine, hosted a networking event for Black-owned businesses on Wednesday, 
March 12, at the University of Toledo’s Business Incubator. More than 50 
Black-owned businesses were represented during the session.

Three of the business owners present were Rob Pasker, Blair Johnson and 

Council (Smith’s petition was later denied due to errors on the form).
The event was opened by Toni Battle-Gaines of The Juice, who explained 

to those gathered the point of the BWSCD and why the group had gathered 
at the UToledo Business Incubator.

The BWSCD began in August of 2023 and since then has held networking 
events about every two months along with organizing speed funding events 
for participants as well as instructional sessions on managing businesses.

Last week’s attendees represented dozens of different types of businesses 
– auto dealers and detailers, digital creators, photographers, hair and beauty 
salons, government contractors, event planners, caterers, to name a few.

All of the attendees were able to introduce themselves and their business 
ventures to the rest of the gathering.

-
ledo Business Incubator.

The incubator works to encourage economic development in the northwest 
Ohio region by providing access to capital, business resources and network-
ing opportunities. One goal is to enhance collaboration and partnerships. The 
staff provide assistance in taking business ventures from concept to com-
mercialization. 

The next BWSCD networking event will take place in May.

Blair Johnson, Darnell Smith, Rob Pasker

Blair Johnson and Stayce Fowler Virgilio Baker introduces a new podcast and network Larry Sykes and Rob Pasker

Ricky Tyus and Virgilio Baker
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Rob Pasker

  ... continued on page 13

Ebony Carter... continued from page 5

Perryman...continued from page 2

We brought to the table and advocated for legislation enacted in the 
State House, such as the Homebuyer Protection Act, which creates a new 
disclosure for sellers that says that they can’t discriminate for homebuy-
ers based on their names or any other factors. We’ve built relationships 

Perryman: How do you plan to support local small businesses, given 

literacy?
Pasker: The City does a good job. They had a diversity initiative for 

those that open the door to educate local entrepreneurs on doing business 
with the government as well as supporting them through potential grants 
and low-interest loans to help them over the hump. 

Perryman: What are your thoughts on the current state of public safety 
in Toledo?

Pasker: Toledo is no different than any other major city. There’s crime 

-
cers to build relationships with the communities they serve.

Perryman: What role do you believe city council should play in sup-

Pasker: 
have done a great job of vocational training and providing options for the 

-

-
hood? Toledo should continue supporting Toledo Public Schools as long 

year, she was surprised.
be the face of it because they put my name 

Olivia Holden, Alicia Smith, Arlana Alex-
ander and Carlena Johnson for being inspi-
rations and examples of leadership in action.

“They remind me that, yes, there’s more 

The Heart Behind Her Work

entrepreneurs every day?

-

-
riers, building wealth, and creating a stronger community.

What’s Next? Bigger & Bolder Moves

“We want to expand The Art of Scale-Up

And beyond that?

As Ebony Carter continues to rise, uplift, and empower, one thing is 

she’s just getting started.
Congratulations to Ebony Carter on this well-deserved honor! Learn 

more about the YWCA Milestones Awards here.

to see Toledo contin-
ue to support summer 

haven’t seen anything 

city, and idle hands 
-

reduce crime, the City 
of Toledo should in-
crease funding to give 
our youth things to 

summer and after school.
Perryman: -

structure and community services to improve the quality of life for its 
residents?

Pasker:
of side streets that have potholes and other damage. Even on my street, 

money on side streets that may not be main roads but people still must 
pass through every day.

Perryman: 
in Toledo, and how would you address them?

Pasker: 
up and wages staying the same, people are starting to struggle in ways 
that they haven’t struggled before, and with housing being the largest 

of that pressure. The best way to ease some of that pressure is to create 

start building affordable homes, especially in neighborhoods with these 
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Jasmine Fox... continued from page 6

Steve Flagg

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Hurtling to the Future!
By Steven Flagg

Guest Column

As dawn breaks on a cold, cloudy morning in January, a small crowd has 
gathered in Independence Square in central Kyiv. The sun has not shined 
for days, and the wind is brutally blowing the spitting snow as the crowd 
shivers to stay warm. It was just a few days ago that the world celebrated 
the arrival of 2028. 

Russian soldiers have been present for hours establishing a security pe-
rimeter to protect Putin and a small group of his advisors. A hastily built 

a noose around their neck, coatless, and clothed in black from head to 

-

president of Ukraine. For the past year he has been the leader of Onip, the 

rabid followers after Russia invaded and quickly conquered a battered and 
exhausted Ukraine that was just beginning to rebuild. 

In the fall of 2025, Ukraine having been bludgeoned, bloodied and 
abandoned by America had no other option but to capitulate to President 
Trump’s demands for peace and signed a treaty giving Russia full con-
trol over 30 percent of Ukrainian territory. The agreement had no security 
guarantees and prohibited Ukraine from ever joining NATO. The treaty did 
provide for a small number of French, Polish, and British soldiers tasked 
with monitoring negotiated border crossings and patrolling the new border. 

In December 2026 after several Russian provocations and accusations, 
Putin again invaded Ukraine. NATO, now without its largest military part-
ner as America had withdrawn in early 2026 and undermined by the con-
stant bickering of its European members, was paralyzed by the swiftness 
of the brazen attack. Peace keeping troops, so few in numbers, were easily 

they decided surrender was better than 
certain death.

countryside. Once there they formed 

and started a guerilla campaign to ha-
rass the Russian invaders. They gal-
lantly continued persistent and deadly 
raids for months. Money corrupted a 
trusted advisor and while traveling to 
another command center a Russian 

he heart of Ukraine, 
and his leadership was the last glim-
me -
ally Russia’s brutal treatment of Ukrainians smashed all but isolated inci-
dents of terrorism.

Russia was now on the borders of the European Union with a weakened 
NATO and a rebuilt and reamed military. After Putin begins threatening 
and bullying Estonia for access to Tallinn port facilities, an alarmed Presi-

refuses to publicly acknowledge his role in the disaster is now isolated 
politically after the death of Donald Trump and the loss of Congress in the 
2026 mid-term elections.

n.

I am honored to have been selected to work on the team and serve the 
constituents of House District 109 of Dallas, TX and the support and en-

couragement from Toledo to get me here.  I am so excited to be working for 
a proud advocate for public education as I continue obtaining my masters 
of education degree in Educational Policy and Planning at the University 
of Texas at Austin.



Hicks-Hudson Responds to Governor’s State of 
the State Address

Last week, state Senator Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo) issued the following 
statement in response to Governor Mike DeWine’s State of the State ad-
dress:

“I am disappointed that Lucas County in Northwest Ohio got little notice 
in Governor DeWine’s address to the state,” said Hicks-Hudson. “Gover-
nor DeWine did mention a few accomplishments and listed new state poli-
cies that will help our voters. However, the reality is that these incremental 
successes are not matching the ongoing challenges Ohioans are facing, 
especially our children and their parents. The governor’s statements on el-

derly and child tax credits are a start but don’t go 
far enough. Instead of shrinking words out of the 
Revised Code, we should be shrinking the gap 
for Ohioans not having their needs met.”

Following the governor’s State of the State ad-
dress, Senate and House Democrats held a joint 

for an Ohio that protects, houses, educates, sup-
ports, and empowers workers and families.

Rep Erika White Believes the Real State of the 
State is Ohioans Deserve Better

-
ernor DeWine’s State of the State address:

“Working individuals from various sectors-farmers, teachers, and pro-
fessionals all contributing to local economies-have dedicated their lives, 
hard-earned savings, and the futures of their families to this state. Governor 
DeWine’s recent speech centered on the importance of workforce develop-
ment; however, this focus fails to address the alarming dismantling of pub-
lic education. This dismantling has now spread to public higher education 
institutions, exacerbating the ongoing brain drain as talented individuals 
leave the state in search of better opportunities. Without a strong com-

mitment to valuing education and supporting the 
teaching profession, we risk losing our ability to 
attract and retain young families and skilled pro-
fessionals. A state that neglects the education of 
its youth cannot expect to build a vibrant future 
or cultivate a thriving, skilled diverse workforce.

The basic necessities of Ohioans cannot be met 
without a committed investment in essential ser-
vices and resources.  It is imperative that we en-
sure access to healthcare, housing, food security, 
and mental health support for individuals, es-
pecially our most vulnerable populations,” said 
Rep. White.

Rep. Grim Says Real 
State of the State is 
Ohioans Deserve 
Better

State Rep. Michele Grim (D-Toledo) last week 
responded to Governor DeWine’s State of the 
State address. 

“Ohioans deserve a budget that puts people 

schools, and ensures families can thrive. While 
the governor’s budget includes positive steps 
like a child tax credit and expanded childcare, 
it neglected to address the high prices and rising 
property taxes that are squeezing families - and 
ignored the looming threat of severe cuts to Med-
icaid, SNAP, Head Start, and Pell Grants being 
pushed by his party in Washington. Ohio House 

a future for all...for affordable healthcare, safer communities, strong local 

veteran & mental health resources, community development, workers’ 
rights, and an equitable future where Ohio is leading the way for all its 
citizens.

Democrats a
and students over tax breaks for the wealthy because Ohioans deserve bet-
ter,” said Rep. Grim.

House Democrats are committed to making sure people deserve better: bet-
ter pay, better healthcare, fairer taxes, safer communities, real opportunities, 
and a future where no one is held back.
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c.2024, 2025
various publishers

$17.99 - $20
various page counts

Women’s History Month Books for Kids by 
Various Authors
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Mom and Grandma know a lot of things.
They know what you like for breakfast and for 

the best toys. They’re really good at telling stories, 
teaching you chores, and giving you hugs. You 
know they do great things and so have other wom-
en throughout history – so grab these great books and learn more…

March is Women’s History Month and learning about it is easy when you 
have The ABCs of Women’s History by Rio Cortez, illustrated by Lauren 
Semmer (Workman, $18.99). From artists and activists to Zora Neale Hur-
ston, this book takes very young readers on a tour through the decades, other 
cultures, countries, and careers, music and more. Parents will be surprised at 
the breadth of this book and the women in it; kids ages three to six will love 
the fun, vibrant artwork.

Make 
Your Mark by Jacci Gresham with Sherry Fellores, illustrated by David 
Wilkerson (Dial Books for Young Readers, $18.99). It’s Gresham’s story of 

the boundaries she ignored on her way to a career in ink. This is a great tale 
that parents won’t mind reading aloud because each short chapter starts with 
words meant to empower kids and to remind them that they can do whatever 
they put their minds to doing. Be sure to call your four-to-six-year-old’s at-
tention to the afterword.

Slightly older children who are looking for a good Women’s History Month 
book can’t go wrong with Valiant Vel by Jerrianne Hayslett, illustrations 
by Aaron Boyd, afterword by Michael Phillips (Wisconsin Historical So-
ciety Press, $20). Even when she was a kid in the 1940s, Vel Phillips was 
an activist in her Milwaukee hometown, speaking out against racism. She 

Rights through politics and protest. For the nine-to-13-year-old who longs 
to make a difference in the world, this book is full of photos, artwork, kid-
friendly chapters, and inspiration.

The Six: The Untold Story of 
America’s First Women Astronauts by Loren Grush with Rebecca Stefoff 
(Simon & Schuster, $17.99) may be just right for Women’s History Month. 

– Sally Ride, Anna Fisher, Kathy Sullivan, Rhea Seddon, Judy Resnik, and 
Shannon Lucid – and their groundbreaking, history-making work at NASA 

and beyond. Here, your child will thrill to tales of their training, their work, 
what it’s like to be an astronaut, and what it’s like to struggle while focusing 
on a big dream. Older children will think this book’s out of this world.

And if these books aren’t enough, be sure to ask your favorite bookseller 

and take home. Plus, for Women’s History Month and otherwise, they know 
lots of things.

Junction, how can we mobilize that land to create affordable homes, es-

Perryman: What message do you want voters to remember about you 

Pasker: My campaign is about building stronger communities together 
because no person can exist on an island. My goal is to create more op-
portunities, bring more resources to the community, and put more people 
in a position to elevate their lives.

Perryman: How can residents contact you to discuss issues that might 

Pasker: People can contact me at paskerfortoledo.com to learn more, 
leave feedback, volunteer, donate, or become involved with the campaign.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhope-
baptist.org

Perryman...continued from page 10
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CLASSIFIEDS

Call to place your ad: 

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

     

CASINO TRIPS
Rising Sun Casino – April 7-6
Motor City Casino – April 15
Call for info – 419-901-1515

     
For children 1½ -3 years-old, 

8 am-5 pm
Monday -Friday

State- Licensed Program
Home Cooked Meals 419-534-2466

     
WGTE Public Media seeks a strategic, creative, and organized professional to lead its marketing, com-
munication, and community engagement efforts. This role involves developing and implementing innova-
tive, cost-effective strategies for platforms that include online, television, radio, and public events.

-
ences, overseeing digital marketing (SEO, SEM, display ads, email, and content marketing), and crafting 

-
tions, and team leadership is preferred.

-

     
Saturday, April 5, 10am-2pm

Lucas County Children Services
301 Adams Street, Toledo, OH 43604 

(in The Summit Center)

Walk-ins Welcome, but RSVP preferred.
For more information and to register, 

     

INVITATION FOR BIDS

-

-

(TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to meet Af-
-

#11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 
Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business 
Concerns are encouraged to apply.                                           

     
reporter. Call 419-243-0007 for more infor-
mation



Deacon Joseph Diggins; Deacon Bobby McDole; Pastor James Willis, Sr; 
Rev. Stanley Clark, Sr.

St. Paul MBC’s Annual Men’s Day Celebration 
2025
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church held its annual Men’s Day Weekend on 
Saturday and Sunday, March 8 and 9. Pastor James Willis and congregants 
celebrated this year’s weekend with the theme “Men of God Striving to Get 
on the Right Side of God.”

As usual, the weekend opened on Saturday morning with a prayer break-
fast. The event typically is a sit-down breakfast buffet. This year, however, 
the event also included a drive through service for attendees. All together 
about 150 guests attended the breakfast – an open fellowship, said Pastor 
Willis.

Sunday’s service opened with a musical selection by the St. Paul’s Men’s 
Day Choir – the men adorned in green ties and pocket handkerchiefs – the 
color of the day. 

Brother Aaron Cooper led the Call to Worship, followed by Deacon Charles 
Mathews’ invocation and a welcome to the congregation by Brother Orlando 
Gray.

A responsive reading by Deacon Darryl Reed was followed by a congrega-
tional hymn, musical selections by the St. Paul’s Men’s Day Choir, a scrip-
ture reading by Deacon Thomas Kirby and an offertory prayer by Deacon 
Michael Evans.

Pastor Willis then introduced this year’s speaker, Rev. Stanley E. Clark, Sr, 
St. Paul MBC assistant pastor.

Rev. Clark, a Pine Bluff, Arkansas native, is an Army veteran and a former 
student at the University of Toledo, Stauzenberger College and Toledo Bible 
Institution. He founded United Vision Baptist Church and served as pastor 
from 2010 to 2016. He serves his ministry in the community by helping those 
recovering from drugs and alcohol and others who need help.

The Men’s Day celebration closed with remarks by Deacon Joseph Diggins 
and a benediction offered by Pastor Willis.

Numerous congregations and groups congratulated St. Paul MBC for its 
celebration of Men’s Day, including: Jerusalem Missionary Baptist Church; 
Mount Ararat Missionary Baptist Church; Third Baptist Church; Mt. Nebo 
Baptist Church; State Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson; the board of the John H. 
McKissick Senior Apartments along with other individuals, churches and 
church ministries.
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