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Trump’s America Last Agenda is a Knife in the 
Back of Working People
By Ben Jealous  

Donald Trump’s playbook has always 
been to campaign like a populist and 
govern like an oligarch. But it is still 
shocking just how brutally he went af-
ter our country’s working people in the 

Donald Trump’s actions on Day One 
of his presidency, and each day since 
then, have laid bare his willingness to 
undermine the health and wealth of 
working families. He is determined to 
pollute our air and water. 

And for all his tough talk about Chi-
na, he is rapidly ceding vital economic 
ground to China as he attempts to shut-
ter the new factories powering our na-
tion with clean energy. 

A true “America First” agenda would 
focus on American leadership on the global stage. And it would put the 

our health and our jobs in favor of corporate greed.   

One executive orders, he declared an ‘energy emergency’ and moved to: 
-

overturn protections against offshore drilling for more than 625 million acres 

for public lands across Alaska … and, sadly, that was just the beginning.   
Making our communities more susceptible to climate-fueled disasters, 

driving up respiratory and heart disease, increasing our energy bills, and 
shipping our jobs overseas is the opposite of “America First.” And it shows 

class families.   
As you read this, the Trump administration is actively working to boost 

more than the domestic market rate for methane gas, driving up prices here 
at home. And, of course, more methane gas means more fracking, more pol-

Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
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Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

producers and exporters selling this energy resource to adversaries like Chi-

The administration is driving up energy costs and threatening grid reliabil-

hostility to the clean energy sources that are cheaper and more resilient than 
fossil fuels.   

like his executive order banning more development of offshore wind energy. 

promise many thousands more. And offshore wind has also helped revitalize 
domestic supply chains, support growth in American shipping, and bring in 
billions of dollars in investment.    

The administration is killing jobs by attacking the progress and invest-
-

clean energy jobs.   
The fossil fuel push will lead to pollution that causes heart attacks, asthma 

communities that already suffer disproportionately from pollution. A recent 

more likely to die from air pollution-related causes than other groups. This 

Black and Latino residents than other parts of the city, has up to 32% more 

And one more way this administration looks to hurt both the wallets and 
bodies of working families is with the rising cost of healthcare that all the 

times, it is critical to remember that we are strong enough as a country to 

from the frontlines of the civil rights and environmental movements, when 
the American people suffer setbacks, when the hill gets steeper, we do not 
stop climbing.    

Ben Jealous is the Executive Director of the Sierra Club, former president/
CEO of the NAACP and a Professor of Practice at the University of Penn-
sylvania. 
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The Pain Is Coming … Buckle Up, Buttercup!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

or otherwise, will take a severe jolt because how 
much can the human psyche take repeated punches 
and still stand?

Only recently, Trump issued an executive order 
eliminating DEI in the federal bureaucracies and 
the military. His goal is to make it troublesome for 
any person who is nonwhite or a woman to advance 
through the ranks. For Trump, the whiter the better 
as to the ethnic composition of the US government 
workforce.

-
tracting will be a dinosaur in a matter of months.

Will this elimination of DEI in the federal government also affect the HB-
CU’s from getting federal aid based upon their status alone? Will such an at-

gerrymandering that affects housing and voting rights for Black Americans?

The boil festers bigger and bigger!

When Trump, contrary to his “promise” of doing a case-by-case analysis 

including the most violent of the rioters, America slid into the muck and mire 
that law and order is transactional at best.

Trump’s trumpeting that he “Loves The Blue!” is farcical at best when he 
condones such criminality and the GOP wants to portray themselves as the 
party of law and order!

 No, the coming years will not be the professed Golden Years for America 
as Trump loudly proclaims. It will be four years of outlandish and reprehen-
sible acts emanating from the White House that degrade and diminish the truth 

middle class.

 But. Practically half of the voters, who voted, voted for Trump despite his 

said, “Go ahead…it is alright with us!”

A convicted felon in the White House? Not a problem as long as Trump uses 
his white MAGA base to rule the roost and keep those “others” in place.

Remedy: Don’t let lies and half-truths convince you that something is wrong 
with you. It is not! Stay with the truth and speak audibly against the lie and 
support those who are in alignment with you. Fight the power!

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

Well, the inauguration is over and Donald Trump is in the White House again 
but this time, he is appearing with a cast of supporting feckless minions that 
would make even Darth Vader blush.

When Trump telegraphed to the world and to the gullible US citizens that he 
was their retribution and his administration would be chocked full of acts of 
vengeance against his perceived enemies, not enough people believed him and 
voted for his mental illness to return to the White House.

So now? So now the “boil” that is on the character of America due to our 
seemingly insatiable devouring of lies and half-truths that for years have been 
based upon the BIG LIE!, has had a deleterious effect on our ability to tell the 
truth.

As you know, with a boil, you must lance it…cut into it and let it drain out 
before it can be healed. With the Trump agenda starting to rumble and roar, that 
boil will become bigger and bigger with each lie and with each malevolently 
inspired executive order.

As the boil grows and grows and is painful to the touch, only the sharp scal-
pel edge of speaking truth to power will lance it.

has no shame about outright lying, being hurtful and grifting all that he can 
before he leaves the White House.

As the boil grows ever larger and larger with threats of mass deportation 
(for the innocent and the guilty) and grandiose ideas of a new manifest destiny 
of riding roughshod over the Panama Canal and saber rattling at Denmark to 
take their possession of Greenland, we lose more of our ability to tell the truth 
because truth is not highly exalted and valued as it should be.

Sadly, those people vested with scriptural authority and with the moral duty 
to be a reliable hedge against evil and idolatry, have been neutered to the point 
of being of no useful value.

When one of the founding documents of this country indicated that this was 
to be a government, of the people, by the people and for the people, those 
words fall on deaf ears with the Trump/Maga crowd.

Their default position is that might makes right and with muscle of military 
and money, we should not be beholden to anyone or any country! Tragically, 
such gibberish hijacked God and fabricated a gospel that Trump was God’s 
man to make America great again.

Inside secret: God, save for Israel, has no “favorites” and even Israel was 

chastisement.

But, I digress! Let’s get back to my boil analogy.

As the promised executive orders roll off the White House assembly line and 
are directed to their respective targets, America’s capacity for pain, communal 
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Community Calendar
February 6 
The Kwanzaa Park Neighbors  will welcome Bernadette Joy Graham  to the regu-
lar monthly Block Watch meeting,  on February 6, 2025 at The Padua Center at 
Noon. Graham, a Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor, will speak on “Main-
taining Good Mental Health.” The regular monthly meeting is held in the evening 
but the February meeting is held at noon.  A light Lunch will be served.

February 15
Black History Speaker’s Program  Roots of Resilience: The African American 
Church’s Role in Toledo’s Past, Present, and Future. 
Keynote speaker: Dr. Malaika-Beauta Bell, Director of DEI, University of Toledo; 
11am - refreshment and free will offering Information:  419-2831434Where:  St 
Philip Lutheran Church 3002 Upton@ Central



City of Toledo and University of Toledo Host 
Annual Virtual MLK Celebration 
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter 

The City of Toledo and the University of Toledo, in partnership with the 
Human Relations Commission (HRC), hosted its annual virtual Rev. Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. celebration Monday, January 20. This year’s theme 

service while honoring Dr. King’s enduring legacy.
The virtual event was broadcast on the City of Toledo’s Facebook, BCAN, 

and the University of Toledo’s website, and featured speakers:
• Lelia Harris – Founder of Lelia’s Promise
• Skylar Howard – UToledo Undergraduate
• Alexander Raby – Student, Horizon Science Academy
• Bryson Foster – UToledo CCP and Early College Student
•  – Social Work Student, University of Toledo
• Monita Mungo, PhD – Associate Professor of Sociology, University of Toledo
The video also features remarks from Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz, Coun-

cilmember Brittany Jones, UT Interim President Schroeder, Chair of The 
Human Relations Commission Erin Baker and other community leaders.  

The master of ceremonies for the event was Gerald Harris  of 13ABC 
News. Performances were given by Friendship Baptist Church Choir, Ta-

hyah’s Dance Studio and JP Dynasty.
The University of Toledo awarded seven 2025 Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Scholarships to the following students: 
• S’Mya Jones 
• Jacob Moore 
• Kierra Pope 
• Addison Potkanowicz 
• Makayla Roberts
• Syncere Scurles 
• Walker Zulch

special in-person viewing party of the virtual celebration at the Imagination 
Station. The event provided an opportunity for the community to come to-

Partners of this year’s MLK Day celebration included SAME CAFÉ, 
Grindhrs Coffee and Community, Cause and Effect Printing, Imagination 
Station, Toledo Museum of Art and Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

The virtual celebration can be viewed on the City of Toledo Facebook page.

Toledo Celebrates Black History Month With a 
Focus on the Historic Dorr Street Business District

This Black History Month, Toledo’s African American community invites 

Dorr Street Business District. Once a vibrant center of life and commerce, 
the district stands as a testament to the culture, the resilience of a community, 
and the limitless potential of those who live, work, and raised families in the 
surrounding neighborhoods. 

In collaboration with the Toledo Plan Commission, The African American 
Legacy Project is dedicated to revitalizing the district by bridging neighbor-
hoods, addressing the needs of historically underserved residents, and fos-
tering partnerships with diverse stakeholders. The aim is to set the stage for 

unity of the community. 
This year’s celebration theme, “We are One,” emphasizes the collective 

strength derived from shared experiences and the importance of embracing 
and uplifting one another. 

“This is a unique opportunity for our city to work together and contribute to 
a transformational moment that will elevate our community and change lives,” 
said Dr. LaRome Myrick, African American Legacy Project board member. 

Throughout February, the African American Legacy Project, alongside cur-
rent and former residents of the Dorr Street area, will host a series of events 
designed to highlight the district’s legacy and lay the groundwork for future 
community engagement and development efforts. 

The month-long celebration will include a “Kid’s Visioning Session” and a 
“Small Business Forum” among other events. 

For more information, please contact Robert Smith Director. Together, let’s 
celebrate the rich history and vibrant future of the Dorr Street Business District. 

Rep. Rogers Will 
Celebrate Black History 
Month with Local 
Difference Makers
Special to The Truth

State Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr. invites you to join him in celebrating 
Black History Month. On February 16 at 4 p.m. at 2340 N. Holland Sylva-
nia Rd.  We will celebrate the resilience, determination, and highlight the 
achievements of Black people. There will be music, storytelling, and inspira-

, encourage, and uplift each other as we 
work towards building a brighter future for our community and the world. 

State Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr. will recognize individuals who are 

... continued on page 5
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Rep Rogers... continued from page 4

Boyce Safford III: Leading Revitalization Efforts 
in Columbus and Beyond
By Robert Smith, AALP 

Special to The Truth

beyond city government. He previously served as Vice President of Land Ac-
quisition and Planning for the Columbus Urban Growth Corporation, manag-
ing over $100 million in urban growth projects. His role included land as-
semblage, strategic planning, and coordinating public-private partnerships. 
Additionally, as Vice President of Government and Media Relations for Bank 
One in Cleveland, he advanced the bank’s legislative agenda across multiple 
counties.

A graduate of Morehouse College with a degree in Business Administration 
-

standing of urban planning. His leadership continues to inspire communities 

remain vibrant and sustainable.
For more information about Safford’s visit call The African American Leg-

acy Project at 419-720-4369. To learn more about Mr. Boyce Safford and the 
Columbus Next Generation Corporation visit:   www.columbusnextgenera-
tion.org.

Boyce Safford III, a veteran leader in urban devel-
opment and community revitalization, currently serves 
as the Executive Director of the Columbus Next Gen-
eration Corporation (NexGen). This city-sponsored 

real estate development opportunities to attract private-
sector investment in Columbus’s older neighborhoods. 
NexGen’s mission focuses on incentivizing developers 

transforming these communities into thriving hubs of 
activity and opportunity.

915 Collingwood Blvd.  His 
visit provides an opportunity 
for Toledo leaders and resi-
dents to learn from his success 
in Columbus and explore how 
similar strategies might be 
applied to revitalize Toledo’s 
own historic neighborhoods.

A Distinguished Career
Safford’s expertise extends 

Safford’s dedication to community development was on full display this past 
July, when he joined former Columbus Mayor Michael B. Coleman and Co-
lumbus civic leader Larry James in hosting a delegation of 50 Toledo commu-
nity members. The group explored Columbus’s successful urban renewal ini-
tiatives, including the transformation of the historic King-Lincoln Bronzeville 
District, once a vibrant African American cultural hub that had faced decades 
of neglect.

As host, Safford shared insights into the strategies that revitalized the neigh-
borhood, turning a standard bus tour into an inspirational experience for the 
Toledo group. Through storytelling and shared experiences, he highlighted the 
parallels between King-Lincoln Bronzeville and Toledo’s Dorr Street Business 
District, both of which were once thriving African American communities that 
experienced economic decline.

“Under Boyce’s leadership, Columbus has become a national model for 
economic development,” according to four -term former Columbus Mayor 

abandoned housing while initiating transformative neighborhood revitaliza-
tion projects.”

A Legacy of Transformative Leadership

and community renewal. From 2007 to 2013, he served as director of the De-
partment of Development for Columbus, overseeing city-wide development 
initiatives. His tenure with the city began in 2001, when he worked as deputy 
chief of staff to Mayor Coleman, advising on urban development and eco-
nomic strategies.

One of his hallmark achievements is the revitalization of the King-Lincoln 
Bronzeville neighborhood, which was once the cultural and business heart of 
Columbus’s Black community. The area boasted theaters, jazz clubs, hotels, 
and thriving businesses that attracted legendary entertainers like Count Basie 
and Ella Fitzgerald. Today, thanks to Safford’s efforts, the district is experienc-
ing a renaissance, blending its rich cultural history with new development.

Bringing Expertise to Toledo
Safford’s visit to Toledo is part of a month-long celebration of the historic 

Dorr Street community.  The African American Legacy Project is working to 
build community coalitions to pursue opportunities for growth, inclusion and 
cultural expression.  On Monday, February 3, 2025, at 5:30 PM, Safford will 
bring his wealth of experience to Toledo, speaking at Warren A.M.E. Church 

making a difference in our community.  
There is no cost to attend this event. All are welcome but seating is limited. 

Please RSVP by February 7, 2025.  You may RSVP by emailing rep42@
ohiohouse.gov or by calling Johnny Hutton at 419-215-7606.  The event will 
start at 4 p.m – come and enjoy.

Difference Makers
Wendi Huntley             Connecting Kids to Meals
Robert Smith            The African American Legacy Project
Sheila Howard             The Toledo Blade
Dr. Clarence Smith             The Clarence Smith Community Choir
Kwinlyn Tyler              Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority
Harvey Savage, Jr.             Martin Luther King Kitchen for the poor

Leroy & JoRay Bates              Educators, Legends Early Bird Basketball Camp
Dr. Dione Sommerville       President Owens Community College
Chanell Phenix               President Toledo Alliance of Black School 
               Educators 
Michael T. Johnson II                 Lead Educator, Barber Training, Scott High School 
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
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3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 



Black History Month Programs at the Toledo 
Library

Visit the Toledo Library website to view the full event calendar, register 
-

ART, CRAFTS AND HOBBIES
Make a Benjamin Banneker Clock

It’s time to celebrate Benjamin Banneker, an African American who in-

BOOK GROUPS

-

pounding new releases, embrace the thrill of chilling tales with fellow read-

Shayla Lawson

program Join the Toledo Library’s 
-

tual book discussion devoted to self-

-

Copies of the book will be available at the branch one month prior to the 

-

-
ic novels (or looking to get into them)? Join the Toledo Library’s Comic 
Book Club as we discuss some of the most thought-provoking and artisti-

-

COOKING, FOOD AND GARDENING

and Fine Chocolates
-
-

-
olds Corners 

GAMES AND ACTIVITIES

with games, activities, and crafts that teach us about different famous Black 

PERFORMANCES AND SPECIAL EVENTS

songs celebrating the life of Art Tatum, the world-renowned jazz pianist 
who was born and got his start in Toledo
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We Shall Overcome
By June Boyd

Guest Column

 

Black History month is upon us, and it will no 
doubt be the most important period of 2025. Our 
new president – I will refer to him as “47”- has re-
cently dismantled our civil rights, our voting rights, 
our freedom and attempted to take our dignity.

If you recall, on July 13, 2024, an assassination 

rebuking the blatant racist and discriminatory ac-
tion taken a few days ago following his inaugural.

 Lyndon B. Johnson, a president for all the people, recognized the need for 
a civil rights bill which he signed into law on July 2, 1964, followed by the 
Voting rights legislation signed May 26, 1965. Imagine, that was 60 years 

takes to restore our freedom
It is time to come together, bond as a race of people in need of a power 

that will reverse the activity and damage done, renew our strength and send 
a message we will not go back.

-

dured, stop killing each other, boycott, march with a non-violent theme, 
-

I will always doubt the validity of the 2024 election and that is my right. 
However, with the richest man in the world, a former South African apart-
heid citizen Elon Mush, entering our political arena and contributing mil-
lions and millions of dollars in assisting Republicans, money talks.  

It is the misinformation and blatant lying on social media that is so disturb-
ing. My opinion is he may be the richest man in the world, however, this is 
God’s world, not his and, believe me, God is in charge.

strength, education, unity, self esteem and all seven principles of Kwanzaa 
which are unity, self \determination, collective work, cooperative econom-
ics, purpose, creativity and faith. 

We must begin to live same every day and celebrate our rich history and 
the legacy we have from the likes of Martin Luther King, John Lewis, Rosa 

-
ers before us. 

WE SHALL OVERCOME and never forget.   

SC State to Commemorate 57th Anniversary of 
Orangeburg Massacre on Saturday, Feb. 8

South Carolina State University will commemorate the 57th anniversary of 
the Orangeburg Massacre on Saturday, Feb. 8, 2025, beginning at 11 a.m. at 
the Martin Luther King Auditorium on campus.

Columbia, South Carolina, businessman and SC State alumnus Dr. Willis C. 
Ham will be the keynote speaker.

Following the ceremony, a brief remembrance will be conducted at the 
Smith-Hammond-Middleton Legacy Plaza on campus.

About the Orangeburg Massacre
On the night of Feb. 8, 1968, Henry Smith, Samuel Hammond and Delano 

students who were demonstrating in the name of integrating a local bowling 
alley. Another 28 protestors were wounded. Smith and Hammond were both 
enrolled at SC State, and Middleton was a 17-year-old student at Wilkinson 
High School in Orangeburg.

Each year on Feb. 8, the university honors Smith, Hammond and Middleton, 
their families and the survivors of what has become known as the Orangeburg 
Massacre.

At the 2022 commem-
oration, the university 
dedicated a new monu-
ment enshrined with 
bronze likenesses of the 
three men as an addition-
al aspect of the Smith 
Hammond Middleton 

were sculpted by inter-
nationally known art-

chair of the SC State De-
partment of Visual and Performing Arts.

Smith, Hammond and Middleton.
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The Chaos Basketball team
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My Trip to The 
Philippines – Part 1
By Karl A. Parker 

Guest Column

I do not have many heroes outside of my father and older brother. 
However, Muhammad Ali is one of them. Since my father was a super 

circuit TV and once in person in Cleveland, when he stopped Chuck 
Wepner on March 24, 1975. 

The Rumble in the Jungle when Ali knocked out George Foreman is 
-

Areana with my father, oldest brother, and other friends. It was a gruel-

Additionally, for those who are baby boomers there were so many 

Part of the Manila 
skyline

Karl and daughter
 Tanisha in Hawaii

Manila at 
Christmastime

Discover Fayetteville, 
Georgia: A Must-Visit 
Destination Near 
Atlanta
By Shana Lee

The Truth Travel Reporter

-
utes south to the vibrant city of Fayetteville. This charming destination offers 
a mix of small-town warmth and modern innovation, making it the perfect 

Trilith community, a thoughtfully designed district that blends creativity, sus-
tainability, and culture into one extraordinary experience.

Explore Trilith Towne

become a hub for foodies, art lovers and travelers alike. Originally designed 
to support creatives working at nearby Trilith Studios (home to blockbusters 

shops, artistic spaces and culinary gems.
A Culinary Adventure

-
ing experiences. Start your day at Woodstone Bakery & Café, where freshly 
baked pastries and gourmet coffee set the tone for a perfect morning. Their 
selection of artisan breads and sweet treats makes this spot a local favorite.

the menu offers authentic Mexican dishes with a modern twist. Pair your meal 
with a signature margarita or craft cocktail for the full experience.

visit. Known for its hearty breakfasts and warm hospitality, this local gem 

Sweet tooth? Stop by Honeysuckle Gelato for a scoop of creamy, Southern-
inspired gelato. Flavors like honey lavender and bourbon pecan are crafted 

Black-Owned Excellence
Fayetteville proudly highlights Black-owned businesses that contribute to its 

shopping experience. This innovative market is a must-visit for its inspiring 
story and commitment to the community.

Stay in Style at Trilith Guesthouse
Located in the heart of the Trilith community, the Trilith Guesthouse offers bou-

in entertainment and natural beauty. The Trilith Green, a central park within 
the community, hosts outdoor movie nights, live performances, and seasonal 

-
tered throughout Trilith Towne.

For history buffs, the Fayetteville Historic District provides a glimpse into 

-

A Hidden Gem Worth Visiting
Fayetteville, Georgia, is a destination that combines modern innovation with 

-
ing in a fresh pastry at Woodstone Bakery, savoring tacos at CT Cantina, or 

-
gettable experience.

Shanna Lee
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Johnny Muteba, CEO 
and founder of the Pan 

African Chamber of
 Commerce; His Royal 
Heritage Zolani Mkiva, 
poet laureate to Nelson 

Mandel, the Poet of Africa 
and president and direc-
tor general of the Institute 

of African Royalty; Dr. 
Byron E. Price, strategic 

Union African Diaspora 
Sixth Region High Council  ... continued on page 13

Real ID Deadline is 
May 17, 2025
By Ricky Tyus

The Truth’s Travel Consultant

A Real ID seal -
cation documents will soon be a must, espe-
cially if you plan on traveling this upcoming 
summer and beyond. And it’s not too early 
to head over to your state’s driver’s licens-
ing agency to get your documents in order.

Passed by Congress in 2005, the Real ID 

driver’s licenses, and requires that travelers on airlines in the U.S. show ID 
that is compliant with the new regulations. States have been upgrading their 

deadline, May 7, 2025, is within the booking window of many travelers.
Ohio is compliant with the REAL ID Act. Federal agencies can accept 

facilities and nuclear power plants.
You do not need a driver’s license to clear airport security. Passports, 

military IDs and Global Entry cards, for example, are perfectly acceptable. 
But be prepared for long waits when applying for the Real-Id Complaint 
driver’s license. If you already have a Passport, military Id or Global Entry 
card you can apply for a non-complaint driver license instead.

covered by the ID of the adults with whom they travel.
Getting a Real ID-compliant driver’s license requires showing a birth cer-

that means taking a moment to ensure that travelers’ licenses, passports and 
airline reservations all have the exact same name.

The requirement was originally set to take effect in 2020 but was pushed 
back until May 2025 over “backlogged transactions” at Motor Vehicle Divi-

The mountains of paperwork, according to the department, impacted 
agencies’ ability to make any real progress on the Real ID rollout. But this 
time, the deadline is really real.

That means federal agencies, including the Transportation Security Ad-

The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue

My Travels in South 
Africa
By Stephanie Boutte
Guest Column

Princes and princesss do exist and I met a few recently. I just returned from 
South Africa where I was treated like royalty by actual royalty. My objective 

economic development strategies. 
Little did I know that by answering their call for assistance, I would receive 

much more than an approved contract in return. I received a Welcome Home 
Party instead! Everyone who heard my American accent told me, “welcome 
home.”  

Upon arriving in South Africa, I was humbled by the warm welcome and hos-
pitality I experienced, unlike anything I had ever encountered. His Royal Heri-
tage, Zolani Mkiva, a former member of Parliament in the Republic of South 
Africa and known as President Nelson Mandela’s Poet Laureate and Cultural 
Advisor - often referred to as “The Poet of Africa,” hosted our trip and orga-

Stephanie Boutte

For the last three 
years, I’ve worked 
with prominent indi-
viduals across Africa 
to help with workforce 
development, targeting 
youth. Senegal was the 

  ... continued on page 13
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Willie Simms was an American 
National Champion jockey in Thor-
oughbred racing and a U.S. Racing 

of the races that would become the 
U.S. Triple Crown series.

... continued on page 11
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The Black History of the Kentucky Derby
By Ricky Tyus

The Truth’s Travel Consultant

The Kentucky Derby, an iconic 
American sporting event steeped in 
tradition, boasts a rich and complex 
history that is often overshadowed 
by its modern-day glamour. A sig-

aspect of this history is the substan-
tial role played by Black jockeys in 
the early years of the race.

thoroughbred racing. Fifteen of the 

by Black jockeys who were among 
the highest-paid athletes of the day. 

Kingman was owned by Jacobin Stables (co-owners, Preston Kinzea 

horse co-owned by an African American to win the Derby. Murphy is the 
only jockey to have won the Kentucky Derby, the Kentucky Oaks, and the 

Black. 
-

Kentucky Derby aboard Aristides. The pair won 
by a reported two lengths, setting a new Ameri-
can record time for a mile-and-a-half race. With 

the Kentucky Derby, America’s longest con-

came in second in the Belmont Stakes in New 

Jockey Club, riding Aristide in all of them. He 
would never ride in the Kentucky Derby again, 
however, and would retire after that racing sea-

Kentucky Derby

son for unknown reasons.

Isaac Burns Murphy was an American Hall of 
Fame jockey, considered one of the greatest riders 
in American Thoroughbred horse racing history. 
He won three runnings of the Kentucky Derby 

Murphy began his racing career riding for Wil-

careers in the history of the sport, during which Murphy became one of the 
highest paid athletes and among the most famous black men in America. 

-

-

-

France where he resumed racing, scoring numerous wins including the Prix 

then began a second successful career as a horse trainer.
-

front door. He was admitted after the magazine explained that he was an in-

despite their initial success.

off the racetrack. The key push to exclude Black jockeys came when White 
jockeys began violently attacking their African American counterparts by 
boxing them out during races, running them into the rail, and hitting them 

the money and endangered fragile and valuable racehorses. 
Owners tacitly participated in the expulsion of African American jockeys 

as a business decision. Why employ a Black jockey if White jockeys would 
-

ing a valuable horse in the process? 

 A History of the African-American Athlete, described their success this 
-
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

My Trip to The Philippines.. continued from page 8

tion of the National Basketball Association today.” 
“The Jockey Club was formed in the early 1890s to regulate and 

license all jockeys,” Ashe wrote. “Then one by one the blacks were 
denied their license renewals. By 1911, they had all but disappeared.” 

The Jockey Club today has 128 members. None are Black. 
This sport -- and the Kentucky Derby in particular -- is about as textbook 

-

Ashe called it the “saddest case” of discrimination in American sport. 
There are several initiatives and efforts underway to acknowledge 

and celebrate the contributions of Black trailblazers in horse racing:
Kentucky Derby Museum: The museum has expanded its “Black Heri-

-

-

Ed Brown Society:

careers in Kentucky’s equine industry.
Legacy Equine Academy: 

The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue

-

-
-

-

-

-

one priority. 

the end of October. 

at Waikiki Beach. 

hands-o

and other historical sites.
Diversity Derby Week: 

-

The Heart of the Turf: 

-

-

-
-

Kentucky Derby... continued from page 10



Youth Conference... continued from page 16

Imagination Station Temporarily Closed 
Imagination Station is temporarily closed as repairs are made to restore ser-

vice following a water line break on Wednesday, January 22. City of Toledo 

-

-

-
tion members will receive communication regarding events. 

imaginationstationtoledo.org or follow Imagination Station on social media.   

Ode to the ZIP Code Poetry Contest Call for Entries
Your ZIP Code matters. It’s not just an address, it’s an identity.

-

-

form.

Rep. White Announces New House Committee 
Assignments for 136th General Assembly

-

-

-

-

-
tematic merit. 

-
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Real ID... continued from page 9

In Open Contempt 
author, courtesy 

Boris Brenman 2024

c. 2025
Viking
$30.00

256 pages

In Open Contempt: 
Confronting White 
Supremacy in Art and 
Public Space by Irvin 
Weathersby Jr.
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

The issue appears to be permanent.
It’s been happening for a long time. It doesn’t look 

like it’ll stop any time soon, either, and though you’ve 
been able to work around it, you shouldn’t have to. 
Some say it might be better some day but you’re not 
holding your breath. As in the new book, In Open Con-
tempt by Irvin Weathersby Jr., some things are too set 
in stone.

So are parks, campuses, galleries, museums and 
courtyards where, for centuries, humans have left their 
carved and constructed monuments and artwork cel-
ebrating and commemorating our heroes. Those works 
may be so familiar, in fact, that you might barely notice 
them, although many of the monuments have lauded 
white supremacists. 

And yet, like many of 
the things he discovered 
and points out, author Irvin 
Weathersby Jr. keeps a quiet 
presence in his book. His 
words are soft, but urgent. 
Gentle, but insistent. Firm, 
but prodding, leading, like 
having a presence sitting on 
your shoulder, whispering 
in your ear and urging you 
to see, to notice, demanding 
that you tell others, too.

Readers who drive or walk 
past a monument to a his-

surely be spurred to regard 
it with fresh new eyes, after 
reading this book. You may 
never view artwork quite the 
same, either, because what 
you’ll learn inside In Open 
Contempt is monumental.

Says Weathersby, while some works have been removed in the recent past, 
many still stand, quietly, unobtrusively.

In his hometown of New Orleans, for instance, there was great controversy 

that Weathersby lived on as a child honored a slaveholder. Schools he attended 
nearby were named after men who established racist laws and ways of life.

He didn’t know to question those things when he was a child, or even as a 
young man. When he enrolled at Morehouse, an HBCU, though, he “began… 
unlearning...white supremacist culture.” Stories from his great-grandmother 
helped him see white supremacy clearer.

He found it in South Dakota, at Mt. Rushmore and at Wounded Knee, and he saw 
its effects at an Indigenous Writer’s Festival where he learned of the Dakota 38. 

He sees it in art everywhere. He saw it once, when he was jailed overnight for 
a bike ticket he’d already dealt with. White supremacy is there when he thinks 
about the innocent people killed by police, and he thinks about how close he 
came to being a policeman himself. 

“Look,” he says, “white supremacy everywhere.”
And, he says, if we have the courage to actually see it, to look hard and clear 

at it, “there exists a chance to heal and become empowered.”
You know how you can stare and stare at something, only to suddenly realize 

that there’s something about it that’s surprising, even shocking, right in front of 
you? That’s the sense you’ll get as you read In Open Contempt, that smack-your-
forehead, duh feeling you get when your eyes are opened wide.

cards that are not Real ID-compliant.
The last thing you want is to show up at the airport and not be allowed to 

May 7, 2025.
Any individual over the age of 18 who does not have another TSA-ap-

-

passport, then you probably do not need a Real ID.
What are the alternatives to a Real ID?
TSA-approved alternatives include:
U.S. passport
U.S. passport card
DHS trusted traveler cards (Global Entry, NEXUS, SENTRI, FAST)
U.S. Department of Defense ID, including IDs issued to dependents
Border crossing card
An acceptable photo ID issued by a federally recognized Tribal Nation/

Indian Tribe
HSPD-12 PIV card
Foreign government-issued passport
Canadian provincial driver’s license or Indian and Northern Affairs Can-

ada card

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services Employment Authorization 
Card (I-766)

U.S. Merchant Mariner Credential

Written by Ricky Tyus
 Tyus Tours & Travel,
 866-547-5362, Travel@tyustours.com, www.tyustours.com 

Zimbabwe and South Africa. After our feasibility study, we decided to focus 
on South Africa to start the workforce development project.

After I presented our strategy to combat youth unemployment to HRH 
Mkiva, he awarded me a fellowship with the Institute of African Royalty 
(IAR). As president and director general of the IAR, HRH Mkiva is rec-

Pan-African Parliament.
Africa has the world’s youngest and fastest-growing population, with 60 

percent of its population under 25, and it has the highest unemployment rate 
among its youth. Through the IAR Fellowship, HRH Mkiva has enlisted 

continental regions.
During my visit, I felt as if I were in Wakanda. The love, hospitality and di-

versity of languages were truly remarkable. The trip lasted an entire month, 
-

ing, as our accommodations were located directly on the Atlantic Ocean.

 

South Africa... continued from page 9
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CLASSIFIEDS   

Call to place your ad: 

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

     

VOLUNTEER TUTORS NEEDED
St. Philip Lutheran Church, 3002 Upton at Central is seeking tutors in Math 
and English for our “Raise a Child” tutoring programs.  This will be for 4th 
to 6th graders from McKinley Stem Academy on   Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 4pm to 5pm, from February to May.   This is a wonderful opportunity 
to share your time and talent with children who need assistance in these 
subjects. Background checks and child safety classes will be required. 
Please call 419-283-434 if you are interested.

     

  LUCAS COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 
ENCOURAGES RESIDENTS TO RUN FOR OFFICE; 

SEEK PARTY ENDORSEMENT  

This week, the Lucas County Democratic Party (LCDP) has opened its 
2025 endorsement application for candidates running for public office 
who would like to do so as an official “endorsed Democrat.” “The May Pri-
mary is quickly approaching,” said Schuyler Beckwith, chair of the LCDP. 
“Many local races will appear on the ballot – Mayor, Council, and Mu-
nicipal Court. We have strong Democratic incumbents but we also know 
there are many Democrats across the County who are ready to run.” 
The deadline to submit an endorsement application to the LCDP is Feb-

-
craticparty.com/screening. Signatures to run for office are due to the Lu-
cas County Board of Elections on March 7, 2025, with the May Primary 
happening on May 6, 2025. 

In Lucas County, May primaries will be occurring in the City of Toledo, 
Village of Berkey, Village of Holand, Village of Ottawa Hi ls, City of Syl-
vania, City of Waterville, and the Village of Whitehouse, as well as judge-
ship seats on Toledo Municipal Court. 

know where to start, please contact the LCDP. We want Democrats who 
believe in expanding personal rights, who believe in organized labor, and 
who believe in community-centered solutions to make that leap to run for 
office,” said Beckwith. 

Being an endorsed LCDP candidate has numerous benefits, such as ac-
cess to volunteers, fundraising opportunities, and a greater connection 
to active local Democrats. Again, the deadline to submit an endorsement 
application to the LCDP is the end of the day, February 6, 2025. 

     

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located in Toledo, OH is seeking ex-
perienced applicants for the following position(s): Accounting Specialist, 
Housing Specialist. For complete details, visit https://www.lucasmha.org 
and click on Careers. Deadline: 02-05-25. This is a Section 3 covered po-
sition. HUD recipients are encouraged to apply and are to indicate on the 
application if you are a LMHA Public Housing client or Housing Choice 
Voucher Program participant. Persons with disabilities are encouraged 
to apply. NO PHONE CALLS. Equal employment opportunity shall be af-
forded to all qualified persons without regard to age, race, color, religion, 
religious creed, gender, military status, ancestry, disability, handicap, 
sexual orientation, genetic information or national origin.

     

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW SERVICES

RFP25-R001

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Environ-
mental Review Services in accordance with RFP25-R001. Received 
in accordance with law until February 6, 2025, at 3:00 PM EST.  For doc-
uments:  www.lucasmha.org;  424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 
419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to meet Affirmative 
Action and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described in 
Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Cov-
ered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to 
apply.                                                  

     

REPORTER NEEDED

for more information.

     

NOTICE

CONCESSIONAIRE PROPOSALS marked “Operation of The Wheel-
house Food and Beverage Concession” will be received by the Met-
ropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area, 5100 W. Central Ave., Toledo, 
Ohio 43615, until:  1:00 PM Local Time on Friday, January 31, 2025.

Proposals received after the specified due date and time will not be con-
sidered.

Metroparks Toledo is accepting Proposals from qualified vendors capa-
ble of operating a food and beverage concession at The Wheelhouse at 
Oak Openings Preserve Metropark. The Wheelhouse is positioned near 
the popular Beach Ridge Singletrack mountain biking Trail and Cannaley 
Treehouse Village in Swanton, Ohio.

RFP packets for the Qualification Statement requirements may be ob-
tained electronically by contacting Mike Keedy, Director of Enterprise 
Development, at mike.keedy@metroparkstoledo.com, (419) 407-9707.  
Submit one (1) PDF electronic copy of the Proposal as instructed in the 
RFP packet. The Metropolitan Park District of the Toledo Area may elect 
to interview short-listed firms but reserves the right to award a contract 

By order of the Board of Park Commissioners
METROPOLITAN PARK DISTRICT OF THE TOLEDO AREA
David D. Zenk, Director 



  ... continued on page 12

Rhonda Sewell and Jason 
Reynolds

-

FOR TICKETS, 
4192557464 OR 

TOLEDOOPERA.ORG 

RODGERS & HAMMERSTEIN  .   FEBRUARY 14 & 16,  2025

A TALE OF ROMANCE,  DUT Y & PREJUDICE

SOUTH
PACIFIC

CLAIRE LEYDEN, 
NELLIE FORBUSH

KEITH PHARES, 
EMILE DE BECQUE

MIKE SCHWIT TER, 
LT. JOSEPH CABLE

TOOP-SOUTHPACIFIC_LaPrensa_5x7.5_01132025_v1.indd   1

The Annual Aspiring 
Youth Minority Youth 
Conference
By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

Toledo Excel held the 41st Annual Aspiring Minority Youth conference 
at the University of Toledo Student Union Saturday January 25. The con-
ference has held space for the youth to be empowered and connect with 
community leaders since 1984. The conference is a highlighted youth 
development experience for their community partnerships and drive for 
exceptional leadership through workshops, discussions and notable key-
note addresses. Past conferences have included speakers such as: Yusef 
Salaam; member of the Central Park Five, now known as the Exonerated 
Five, and actor Hill Harper.

Leading the keynote address this year was award winning actress and 
author, Diane Guerrero. A star of “Orange is the New Black;” Disney’s 
“Encanto;” and CW’s “Jane the Virgin,” Guerrero shares her experience 
with government deportation actions in her book In the Country We Love, 
where she details the effects of such governmental actions on family 
separations.  Guerrero shared with the attendees of the Aspiring Minority 
Youth Conference her endeavors to make her experience of family sepa-

Toledo Buffalo 
Soldiers Honor Local 
Students
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

On Friday, Friday January 24 students at Ella P Stewart Academy for 
Girls and the MLK Jr. Academy for Boys were honored for their partici-
pation in the 2024 Wreaths Across America program at Toledo Memorial 
Park. Toledo Buffalo Soldiers and Jeff Clegg, CEO of Toledo Memorial 

by Earl Mack, Commander of the Toledo Buffalo Soldier, and by Clegg. 
Students will also be allowed to keep the pens used in those signings 
much like a presidential bill signing. 

The Wreaths Across America program was established to honor “the 

said Earl Mack, post commander of the Toledo Buffalo Soldiers Motor-
cycle Club. “The program supports those military soldiers.”

“Part of our mission is to teach not just about what the Buffalo Soldiers 
did but also about what all the military has done. And the military is also 

their dreams,” said Fred LeFebvre, PIO/secretary of the Toledo Buffalo 
Soldiers.

Ten students were honored at Ella P. Stewart: Da’Riyah Brown, Je’Rae 
Carter, Pandora Fench, Tonenyah Gilmer, A’maurri Haney, Janaya 
Haynes, Justyce Kelson, Dutchess Smith, Lalaya Smith, Damarria Wil-

a signing pen to keep as a reminder.
Sixteen students were honored at MLK Academy: Rico Perez, Jo-

siah Roberts, Joseph Burton, Anthony King, Anthony Williams, Davion 
Miller, Dylan Savage, Lorenzamire Thompson, Darryl Jones, Jeremiah 
Walker, James Osley, Ridge Wormely, David Larkett, Pierre Henderson, 
Jaylen Harrison, Cayden James.

-

were treated to lunch at Texas Roadhouse.
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