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2025 YWCA Milestones Honorees (from left): Ebony Carter, Diane Friedman, 
Alicia Smith, LC Commissioner Lisa Sobecki, Kim Grilliot, Olivia Holden, 

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio Announces 2025 
Milestone Honorees
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter 

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio held a press conference Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17 at the Nexxus Health Center announcing its 2025 Milestone Honorees. 
The upcoming annual event will be celebrating 30 years in 2025 recogniz-
ing eight outstanding women in the community who have demonstrated out-
standing leadership qualities and contributed to the empowerment of women.

members of the YWCA and I are honored to recognize these outstanding 
-

munity to join us and help pay tribute to this year’s Milestones Honorees.” 
The 2025 YWCA of Northwest Ohio Milestone Award Honorees are:
• Jori Lynch Jex - Arts 
• Olivia Holden - Business 

• Lisa A. Sobecki - Government 
• Kaylee Halko - Sciences 
• Alicia M. Smith - Social Services 
• Diane Friedman - Volunteerism 

The YWCA 30th Annual Milestones: A Tribute to Women Awards will be 
held at the Glass City Center on Thursday, March 21, 2025 at 11:30 a.m. 

January.
Honoree bios and photos will be made available at www.ywcanwo.org in 

the coming weeks. The major Milestones 2025 sponsor is KeyBank. 
YWCA Mission 
The YWCA of Northwest Ohio is dedicated to eliminating racism, empow-

ering women and promoting peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all. 
About the Milestones Awards
The Milestones Awards was established in 1996 to recognize women of 

Northwest Ohio for outstanding accomplishments and contributions. One 
honoree is selected in each of the following (8) areas of focus: Arts, Busi-

have demonstrated outstanding leadership qualities and who, through their 
efforts and accomplishments, have opened doors for other women to achieve 
their potential. 

Award Criteria
Nominees must live or work in Northwest Ohio, demonstrate outstanding 

achievement or distinction in career and community work, and exhibit lead-
ership qualities. Criteria for selection include: unique, exemplary achieve-

lives a life consistent with the YWCA mission. 
To learn more about the YWCA of Northwest Ohio visit www.ywcanwo.

org. 
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Chaos Will Be The Boss
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

“When people let an alligator rule, it 
will smile at you while biting off your 
leg.” Efal Revillot, 18th century essay-
ist.

America, get ready for the bite marks! 
Even though Don the Con has yet to 
be sworn in as president, he is in full 
presidential mode as if Joe Biden were 
already carted out of the White House 
in a wheelchair.

When swearing in ceremonies com-
mence on January 20, 2025, Trump and 
his silent boss, Elon Musk, will have 
already set up their charts and graphs 
as to how they plan to decimate the fed-
eral government and its long-reaching service bureaucracies.

Elon Musk, the power behind the throne, is nigh giddy with excitement 
that he will reign and rule as a private citizen whose only claim to fame is 
that he is the richest man on the planet; and who practically bought the White 
House for his puppet, Donald Trump with over $270 million in loyalty pay-
ments to his campaign.

Trump, ever the one to not say no to freebie money, took the treasure and 
in return, he has and is allowing the South African born entrepreneur to have 

GOP and the now delirious MAGA base.

Musk, like Trump engages in voluminous tweets to any and all and in those 
tweets he, like Trump, has learn the art of twisting soulless men and women 
in the GOP Congress to do his bidding, or else…you will be primaried!

Musk’s billions of dollars provide him a political HAZ-MAT suit while 

norms of governance and basic protocols of civility.

When you add to this toxic formula of political dilettantes, the incoming 
clown car of possibles like RFK Jr., Pete Hegseth, Kash Patel, Kari Lake and 
Tulsi Gabbard, you can only envision what an upcoming debacle of gover-
nance will hit Washington D.C., in the coming months and years.

And we have not even discussed the situation in Congress with the GOP 
having a one seat majority rule in the House and the Senate nigh deadlocked 
on all things of major importance.

Have we tossed in yet what may happen if and when there are government 

due to Musk and Trump simply saying no to anything that remotely resem-
bles a continuation of what is needed to keep the checks rolling out of D.C.?

 A sure tell-tale sign of the power of Musk will be if he is even questioned 
about his security clearances with the federal government when it was taped 
and played to the public that he purportedly smoked reefer with Joe Rogan 
on the Joe Rogan podcast.

headed up by both Musk and Ramaswamy, is seemingly given unparalleled 
powers to either initiate or demand from Congress certain draconian cuts in 
federal spending including the holy grails of Social Security and Medicare.

Time will tell if a feckless Congress abdicates their responsibilities to two 
un-elected civilians when they, vis a vis their puppet, Donald Trump want to 
literally chip away at the social fabric of this country.

It always amazes me when billionaire Trump and others of his ilk pretend 
to the public that they are populists working for the good of all but when the 
curtain is pulled back, their allegiance is to fat-cat corporations and the bil-
lionaires that funded his campaign.

Do you think Don The Con is going to propose generous tax cuts for the 
working poor and the middle class? Think again! Trump has no working 
knowledge of such persons and for him, they are props to use when he wants 
to excoriate the Deep State or pummel the media outlets that do not fawn 
over him.

 To say that the next four years will be interesting is an understatement.  
Good example. He is proposing that Herschel Walker of Georgia, the former 
footballer who can barely cobble together a coherent sentence, will be his 
choice for Ambassador to The Bahamas!

Such is the state of affairs when Don The Con is attempting to bring into 
his cabinet a motley crew of woefully inexperienced people whose only com-

So, without casting stones as to which Democratic faction failed to vote or 

say that there are consequences for those who have short memories of the 

to attempt to wreck, torch and burn the Constitution.

Any attempt to stop the barbarians at the gate will occur in the midterm 
elections, unless there is a declaration of martial law by Don the Con.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 



Diane Gordon’s Collective Work of Toledo 
Kwanzaa House
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Diane Gordon, the founder and long-time organizer of Kwanzaa in north-
west Ohio, has written a book entitled Collective Work of Toledo Kwanzaa 
House detailing her experiences and the history of Kwanzaa in Toledo. 

“It was a passion of mine for the last 50 something years that I’ve pre-
sented Kwanzaa to the Toledo community and surrounding areas,” she 
stated. 

The book is dedicated to her mother Lola Glover and her Aunt Nola Hunt 
(deceased)

From there she began to invite people, along with her mother and aunt, into 
her home to have Kwanzaa every year. “The expansion of the Kwanzaa 
celebration in my home got so great that I could not do it any longer… we 
didn’t have any more space,” she stated.

The celebration expanded to the Grace Community Center with the help 
of Betty Amison and grew to be hosted at the library, University of Toledo, 
University of Michigan and many spaces throughout northwest Ohio and 
southwest Michigan over the years. 

“It expanded far beyond what I could have imagined. But I was persistent 
that every year, December 26 through January 1, that OUR people would 
be celebrating their culture and history and their true history. And under-
standing that we have more power than we really realize when we come 
together.”

Created in 1966 by Maulana Ron Karenga, Kwanzaa is an African Amer-
ican and Pan-African holiday that celebrates history, values, family, com-

Diane Gordon

Elsie Harbor, secretary; Zaniel Williams House of 
Kwanzaa committee member; Rashid Spencer ex-
ecutive coordinator; Diane Gordon, Kwanzaa elder; 

Brenda King, volunteer

munity and culture. (source:nmaahc.si.edu)

The seven principles celebrated each year are Umoja (Unity); Kujichagu-
lia (Self-determination); Ujima (Collective work and responsibility); Uja-
maa (Cooperative Economics); Nia (Purpose); Kuumba (Creativity) and 
Imani (Faith).

“I thought it was important that I leave a legacy for my children, so they 
know where Kwanzaa started from. And it started in a living room at a 
home with my mother and my aunt… this blended family had the courage 
and understanding of the importance of celebrating Kwanzaa,” she said.

“The book is a collection of all the people in this community who have 
been a part of the Kwanzaa celebration over the years or been a part of the 
Kwanzaa committee, volunteers, vendors… It’s been a journey, but it’s 

Collective Work of Toledo Kwanzaa House is 80 pages with vivid color 
photographs highlighting the history of Kwanzaa in Northwest Ohio. The 
book is Illustrated by Rachel Montogomery and written by Diane Gordon. 
It costs $69.95.

Last year Gordon passed the torch to her grandson, Rodney Gordon, who 
grew up with the celebration, and Rashid Spencer as coordinators of the 
Kwanzaa celebration in Toledo. Kwanzaa will be celebrated at the Freder-
ick Douglass Community Center December 26 – January 1 and also at The 
Padua Center on January 27.

A copy of the book is available at the Kent Branch Library Art Tatum 
Collection.

To purchase the book contact Diane Gordon directly at 419-410-8022.
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...continued on page 6

A Neighborhood Gem: Dr. Anthony Pattin 
Brings Health and Hope to Toledo’s Junction 
Community
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Apply at glasscityfcu.com
or at a branch today!

All financing subject to credit approval & membership eligibility.

ooooorrrr aaaaaaatttttt aaaaa bbbrraaaaannnccccchhhh tttoooooddaayy!!y
AAAAAAAAAAAAppppppppppppppppppppppppppp lllllllyyyyyylllll aaaaaaattttttttttt ggggggglllllaaaaaaaallllll ssssssssssscccccciiiiiitttttiiiiii yyyyyyyfffffffcccccfffffff uuuuu....uuu ccccoooommmmm

oooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrr aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttttttttt aaaaaaaaaaa bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnncccccccccchhhhhhhh tttttttooooooooooddddddddadddaaaaaaadaaaddddd yyyyyyyyyyyy!!!!!!!yyy!!!!yyyyy

All financing subject to credit approval & membership eligibility.

Dr. Pattin

In the heart of Toledo’s Junction neighborhood, at 1339 Dorr Street, Unit 

Junction Family Pharmacy, owned and operated by Dr. Anthony Pattin, 
PharmD, offers more than prescriptions; it provides personalized care, educa-

combines nearly two decades of experience as a pharmacist, professor and 

-

A Personal Inspiration

-
tended the University of Toledo’s Pharmacy Camp during my senior year of 

graduating in 2009, he further honed his clinical expertise through the Com-
munity Pharmacy Residency Program -
periences laid the groundwork for his innovative approach to healthcare

Filling a Void in the Community

point where patients can come in and speak directly to a pharmacist—or even 

clinically oriented pharmacy where pharmacists are considered healthcare pro-

-

ensure it’s effective, appropriate and 

Tackling Health Disparities
As an African American pharma-

to address the healthcare disparities 
that disproportionately affect com-

that having healthcare providers 
who look like you leads to better 
health outcomes,” he

-

-
vices include medication synchronization, which helps patients on multiple 

-

Community Impact
-

promoting health awarene
in the Black community, and I know they can help spread these important 

-
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... continued on page 14

Pattin...continued from page 5

Gerald Rose Holds Press Conference Addressing 
Alleged Misconduct of TPS Teacher 
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Gerald Rose, leader of the New Order National Human Rights Organiza-
tion and son of former Toledo activist Floyd Rose, held a press conference 
Tuesday, December 17 outside of Beverly Elementary School addressing 
the alleged misconduct of a Toledo Public School teacher forcing students, 
three and four years of age, to stand outside of the school without coats dur-
ing naptime. 

The activist traveled from Atlanta, Georgia to address the incident with the 
public and request that the teacher be removed. 

“When I found out that a teacher put a three-year-old child outside of the 
school without a coat it really affected me… so I reached out to the family. 
This will not be swept under the rug,” he stated. 

“It’s uncalled for… they put a three-year-old infant outside to freeze to 
death. Somebody could have come and snatched this baby up…We want her 
terminated,” stated Rose. “Our children are just important… what happened 
to this baby was uncalled for and justice will be served.” 

The alleged misconduct occurred with two separate children in different 
incidents at the school. 

Deanna McCullough stated she received a call from the supervisor of Ear-

ating partnerships with institutions like the University of Toledo and Wayne 
State University to provide pharmacy students with opportunities to shadow, 
learn, and grow. “It’s important to train the next generation and pass on what 
I’ve learned,” he says, expressing his commitment to shaping future healthcare 
professionals.

A Family Affair
Junction Family Pharmacy is more than a business; it’s a family venture. 

Dr. Pattin’s wife, Carla, is a professor, author and gardening coach. Together, 
they’re raising their six-year-old daughter in a home rooted in community and 
service.

Opening the pharmacy has been a labor of love, met with overwhelming 
support. “The response on social media was incredible,” Dr. Pattin says. “Peo-
ple are excited to have a Black-owned pharmacy in the neighborhood.”

Looking Ahead
”I have big dreams for Junction Family Pharmacy,” says Pattin. In addition 

to expanding services, he hopes to foster a deeper connection with the com-
munity. “We’re here to stay, and we want to be a trusted resource for health 
and wellness,” he says.

His advice for aspiring pharmacists and entrepreneurs is simple: “Do your 
research, stay focused and don’t be afraid to take risks. The work is challeng-
ing, but the impact is worth it.”

You Matter
-

As you consider your own healthcare needs, ask yourself: Do you feel truly 
supported by your current pharmacy? Are your questions answered? Do you 
feel seen and understood?

Pattin listening, caring, and going the extra mile.
Junction Family Pharmacy is open 9:30 a.m.-6 p.m. Monday through Friday 

and 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Saturday. Follow them on Facebook for updates. 

Gerald Rose and the family of three year old Khyli Love

Gerald Rose, leader of New Order National Human Rights Organization
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Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

Groomed for Greatness Hosts Youth Safety 
Event
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

Kristal Barham, Tim and 
Tamia Woods-parents of 
James Woods, Michelle 

McCaster and board 
member Jermaine 

Griswold

In recent decades, the number of youths who interact with assaults while 

collaborated with Assets Toledo, Councilman John Hobbs III, the Federal Bu-
reau of Investigation and Do It For James Foundation. The December 18 ses-

The speakers focused on providing information and stories to keep kids safe 
online. Parents, guardians, youth and community leaders were in attendance.

“Welcome and thank you for coming tonight,” said Michelle McCaster, 
Groomed for Greatness founder/executive director. “We are pleased to have ex-
perts that will speak about different topics because we must keep our children 
safe.”

“This is important information for our kids because they are using advance 
networks and not just their pager with codes anymore,” said Councilman 
Hobbs III. “We must have an open-door policy with our kids. Thank you to 

FBI Agent Matt Crowley shared statistics and prevention methods to com-

favors from someone by threatening to reveal evidence of their sexual activity. 
A video explained that youth can become victims by interacting with people 

-
tion, and photo. The scammer then requests a photo or video and then uses 
the photo or other claims such as hacking to demand money, noting that the 
demand will not cease.

“We want to keep kids safe,” said FBI Agent Crowley. “I work with the Vio-
lent Crimes Against Children task force that has six to eight full-time agents. 
These demons target our young people. Young people listen to your parents 
and grandparents. Parents and grandparents understand the signs because it 
could also be a sign of bullying. For example, if your child now wants to lock 
their door, you need to be aware of that.”

Do It For James Foundation was formed following the tragedy that occurred 
to James Timothy Woods, a 17-year-old boy from Ohio. His parents formed a 
foundation and shared his story. In November 2022, James Woods began inter-
acting with someone online whom he thought was a peer, and after sending a 
photo, the offender altered the photo and spent almost 48 hours attacking him. 
By November 19, his father found him lifeless in his room. During that time 
James Woods received 200 text messages that threatened to destroy his life and 
encouraged him to end his life.

“We will be vulnerable with you and welcome you to be open with us,” said 
Tamia Woods. “Our son never came to us when he needed us. We are here 
for each one of you. All I have left of my son are pictures. I won’t get justice. 
I didn’t know about sextortion and couldn’t prepare him. James didn’t tell a 

single soul. You need to tell someone if this hap-
pens to you.”

“He was our pride, joy, and love,” offered Tim 
Woods. “James and I spent time together watching 
movies and playing games. When I found him, I 

knees, prayed and held him one last time.”
The session also provided free refreshments to 

all attendees and the sponsor Groomed for Great-

For James Foundation. The Foundation is an 
Ohio-based agency that works with communities 
to increase awareness, provide support and educa-
tion to both parents and children on crime against 
students, while also supplying a wide range of 

City Councilman John Hobbs III

assistance for those in 
need. 

Groomed for Great-
ness is a local non-

educational programs, 
personal development 
sessions, as well as 
mentoring and bond-
ing opportunities that 
engage and strengthen 
families. Groomed 
for Greatness website 
(https://groomedfor-
greatness.org/) and Do 
It For James Founda-
tion website (https://
www.le tsdi f j .org/ ) .  
The Lucas County Sui-
cide Prevention also 
hosted an information 
table for attendees and 
shared the crisis phone 
number, 988 or text 
741-741.

Woods Family with participants
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  ... continued on page 14

Last-Minute Holiday Getaway: Festive Fun Just 
an Hour from Toledo!
By Shana Lee

The Truth Travel Reporter

The holiday season is in full swing, and if you’re feeling the stress of it 
all, it might be time for a quick escape. Fortunately, there’s still time to 
sneak in a festive winter getaway—just a short drive from Toledo! Wheth-

something new, this list has you covered. So grab your favorite people, 
pack a bag, and let’s make some festive memories!

Stay in Style: Your Cozy Winter Escape
Sawmill Creek Resort: Only an hour from Toledo, Sawmill Creek Re-

sort transforms into a holiday haven during The Season of Joy.  Enjoy 

Sip on holiday-themed cocktails, indulge in delicious dining options, and 
relax in luxurious accommodations. Don’t miss out on the resort’s special 
holiday events, including live music and holiday workshops. Season of Joy 
takes place December 13-24 and December 26-31.

Sawmill Creek Resort: 400 Sawmill Creek Drive Huron, Ohio 44839

or waterside cottage, complete with modern amenities and stunning lake 

Unforgettable Winter Activities
Safari Secrets Giraffe Barn Experience:

The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue

learn about their behavior, and create unforgettable memories. This exclu-
sive experience is perfect for animal lovers of all ages.
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Ibrahima Tech explaining Wall of Honor

The Plantation – Habitation Haydel
By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

On my journey south to New Orleans several years ago, my host, a long-
time friend, informed me that he and his family wanted to take me to a 
plantation on the outskirts of the city. ‘Another plantation,’ I thought to 
myself with a heavy sigh. Touring the glory of the ante-bellum South – the 

very last thing I wanted to do in my brief time in the Crescent City.
Perhaps he heard my sigh for he quickly informed me that the plantation 

we were to visit was unique. It’s the only one in the United States that has 
been reconstructed, he informed, to tell the story of slavery and plantation 
life from the viewpoint of the enslaved Africans.

And so it was.
The Whitney Plantation, located on the banks of the Mississippi River in 

St. John the Baptist Parish, is about 50 miles outside of New Orleans. The 
plantation, originally named Habitation Haydel, was founded by a German 
immigrant, Ambrose Heidel, in 1721. Three generations of Haydels (as the 
name would be spelled in the second generation) owned and operated the 

in the late 1700’s, switching over to sugar cane.
The plantation was in a state of disrepair for decades until purchased 

about a dozen years ago by a local Louisiana family with the idea of turn-
ing it into the museum it is today – a memorial to African slaves.

The present-day owners engaged Ibrahima Seck, PhD, a faculty member 
of the history department of Cheikh Anta Diop University of Dakar, Sene-
gal to ensure that the reconstruction would be historically accurate. Seck’s 
academic research has been devoted to African history in Louisiana. His 
doctoral thesis was entitled “African Cultures and Slavery in the Lower 
Mississippi Valley, from Iberville to Jim Crow.”

Over the years, Seck, now the academic director of the Whitney Heritage 
Plantation Corporation, has transformed the plantation into a memorial to 
the thousands of Africans who were enslaved and brought to this coun-
try to enrich European 
landowners and manu-
facturers.

Using the Louisiana 
Slave Database, built 
by historian Gwen-
dolyn Midlo Hall in 
1992, Seck gathered 
the names of virtu-
ally all the Africans 
enslaved in Louisiana 
from 1719 – the arrival 

directly from Africa – 
to 1820 when the slave 
trade on the high seas 
had been effectively 
outlawed by Great 
Britain.

Seck has turned the 
Whitney into a memo-
rial not only for the Af-
ricans who lived and 
toiled at Habitation 
Haydel but also in hon-
or of those who were 
enslaved all over Loui-
siana. Included are 
names, many countries 
of origin and, in some 
cases, quotes from 
the enslaved Africans 
(gathered from the Li-
brary of Congress from 
work compiled by 
writers during the hey-
day of the New Deal’s 
WPA in the 1930’s).

He has also has tak-

Statues of the children

View from the Big House

Sugar cane kettles

en pains to emphasize 
-

siana of the various 
ethnic groups to the 
region – the melting 
pot. Louisiana heritage 
is a combination of a 
variety of African, Eu-
ropean, Caribbean and 

– “Bouki Fait Gombo, 
Lapin Mange Li” goes 
the famous Louisiana 
proverb from the late 
19th century evoking 
the multicultural real-
ity of the plantation 
slave communities. 
“The He-Goat makes 
the gumbo, but the 
rabbit eats it.” Bouki 
– in Senegalese is the 
hyena who does all the 
work; the rabbit is the 
folktale ancestor of 
Br’er Rabbit and Bugs 
Bunny.

The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue
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  ... continued on page 11

Visa Requirements for U.S. Citizens Traveling 
Abroad
By Ricky Tyus, Owner Tyus Tours & Travel
The Truth Travel Contributor

As a U.S. citizen, traveling abroad can be an exciting adventure, but it’s 
important to be aware of visa requirements for your destination. Visa rules 

-
-

Understanding Visa Requirements

time. Visas can be for various purposes, including tourism, business, study, 
or work.

Types of Visas
• Tourist Visa: 

Visas and Passports – What’s the Difference?
By Ricky Tyus, Owner of Tyus Tours & Travel
The Truth Contributor

Countries may issue various types of visas, ranging from numerous clas-

• Tourist visas -

• Student visas -

• Work visas 

• Transit visas

How Do You Get a Visa?

to an embassy or consulate before your trip. Requirements vary but generally 

-
vides a 30-day tourist visa to U.S. citizens arriving by air for a $25 fee.

Additionally, certain countries allow electronic visa applications. For in-
-

consulate.
When Do You Need a Visa?

-

most countries.

requirements, even for countries you’ve visited previously.
Visa vs. Passport Recap

permission to enter a country.
For international travel, a passport is essential. Additionally, some coun-

tries may require you to apply for and obtain a visa in advance, especially if 

-
ustours.com

The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue • The Truth Travelogue

Visa vs. Passport: What’s the Difference?

-

What is a Passport?
-

national travel, issued by a country’s government to its citizens or, in some 

forge or alter.

-

business.
When Do You Need a Passport?
If you’re planning to travel internationally, you will likely need a pass-

Mexico by land, but for most international travel, a passport is required. Air 

What is a Visa?
-

• Business Visa: For attending meetings, conferences, or conducting busi-
ness.

• Student Visa: For studying at a foreign educational institution.
• Work Visa: 
Countries with No Visa Requirement

• Canada
• Mexico
• United Kingdom
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

• France
• Italy
• Germany
However, it’s important to note that requirements can change, and it’s al-

ways best to check for updates before traveling.
Countries Requiring a Visa
Other countries require U.S. citizens to obtain a visa prior to entry. Some 

of these countries include:
• China
• Russia
• India
• Brazil
• Vietnam
In these cases, you will need to apply for a visa in advance, and the process 

can take several weeks, so it’s advisable to plan ahead. U.S. citizens can 
check if a visa is required using the State Department’s Learn About Your 
Destination tool, which provides visa information for most countries.

How to Apply for a Visa
Here are the general steps for obtaining a visa:
• Determine the Type of Visa: Based on your travel purpose, decide which 

type of visa you need.
• Complete the Application: Fill out the visa application form for the 

country you plan to visit.
• Gather Required Documents: This may include your passport, photo-

graphs, and other documents like proof of accommodation or an invitation letter.
• Submit the Application: Submit your application and documents to the 

appropriate embassy or consulate.

Visa Requirements... continued from page 10
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• Pay the Fee: Be prepared to pay a 
processing fee, which varies by country 
and visa type.

• Attend an Interview: Some coun-
tries may require an interview at their 
embassy or consulate.

Tips for a Smooth Visa Process
• Check Validity: Ensure your pass-

port is valid for at least six months be-
yond your intended stay.

• Plan Early: Start the visa application 
process well in advance of your trip.

• Stay Informed: Visit the U.S. De-
partment of State website for the latest 
travel advisories and visa requirements.

• Keep Copies: Make copies of your 
visa and other important documents in case of loss or theft.

Conclusion
Traveling abroad as a U.S. citizen requires careful planning and aware-

ness of visa requirements. By understanding the visa process and staying in-
formed, you can ensure a seamless travel experience. Always double-check 

travels!
In our upcoming articles, we will explore visa policies for the following 

countries:
Australia, China, Brazil, Russia, Vietnam, Bolivia, India, Thailand, Cuba, 

Indonesia, and various nations across Africa and Europe.
Contact Ricky Tyus at 866-547-5362 or www.tyustours.com, Travel@ty-

ustours.com

EU Travel Information & Authorization System
Travelers to most European countries will need approval via the new European Travel 
Information and Authorization System (ETIAS) in 2025.
Special to The Truth

If you’re planning a trip to Europe for 2025 or beyond, you may have an 
extra step to take before heading to the airport.

In 2025, the new European Travel Information and Authorization System 
(ETIAS) will require passport holders from 60 visa-exempt countries, includ-
ing the U.S., to apply for approval to enter 30 European countries. “That means 
that even if you’ve previously traveled to any of these European countries, 
you’ll need to get ETIAS authorization to revisit them. If you’re traveling to 
multiple countries with this requirement, you only need to complete the form 
once,” says Lael Kassis, vice president of market innovation and development 
for the travel company EF Go Ahead Tours

online or via a mobile app and pay a 7-euro charge (about $7.47, depending on 
exchange rates; free for applicants 70 and older). Approval is expected to be 

could take as long as several weeks for some people if more information is 
required. For example, if your passport number or name changed or if you 
entered incorrect information such as the wrong nationality, corrections could 
take up to 30 days. 

ETIAS was proposed in 2016 and intended to launch in 2022 as part of the 
European Union’s effort to reduce security and migration risks and facilitate 
the arrival process for visa-free travelers. COVID-19 delayed its initial rollout, 
and it was expected to launch in 2024. Now all indications point to a mid-2025 

1. ETIAS is not a visa

simple travel authorization, like the USA’s ESTA [Electronic System for Trav-
el Authorization],” says travel expert Kathy McCabe, host of the PBS shows 
Dream of Italy and Dream of Europe. 

ESTA determines eligibility for travel to the U.S. under the Visa Waiver Pro-
gram, which is administered by the U.S. Department of Homeland Security. 
The agency checks whether travelers pose any risk to the U.S. Like ETIAS, it 
is not a visa. 

Though approvals won’t require a visit to a consulate or biometric data col-
lection, they do not guarantee entry into a country.

As is the case today, border authorities will still verify that each traveler 
meets the country’s entry requirements. ETIAS allows travelers to remain for 
a short-term stay (90 days during any 180-day period). ETIAS does not give 
travelers the right to study long term or work in the country. 

Approval is not required of transit passengers (people connecting to other 
-

ports.  
2. ETIAS does expire
Once your application is approved, it will be good for three years or until 

when the expiration date is approaching, but make sure to give yourself time 



...continued on page 13

End of Year Book Roundup – A Few of the 
Year’s Best!! Part I
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

So you looked at the calendar the other day and... eeeek.
We’re in the middle of the holidays already – but there is always time 

to gift someone … or even yourself with one of these greats books of this 
past year!

Fiction
For the reader who loves a good comedy, The Best Way to Bury Your 

Husband by Alexia Casale (Penguin, $18.00) is perfect. It’s the story of 
four women and one same old story: their husbands have been jerks and it’s 
time to take matters into their own hands. Pair it with How to Solve Your 
Own Murder by Kristen Perrin
keep your giftee perfectly entertained.

If there’s someone on your list who loves a good novel with a healthy 
dose of drama, you can’t go wrong with Very Bad Company by Emma 
Rosenblum (Flatiron Books, $28.99), the story of a group of high-level, 
high-money executives on retreat in Florida. What could go wrong, right? 
Turns out, plenty...Wrap it up with The Divorcees by Rowan Beaird (Flat-
iron Books, $28.99), a novel set in a midcentury Reno divorce ranch.

That thriller-lover on your gift list will be easy to satisfy when you give 
She’s Not Sorry by Mary Kubica (Park Row Books, $30.00), a story of 
an ICU nurse, a suicidal-now-comatose patient, and secrets that come to 
light about an almost-deadly accident that was (maybe) no accident. Wrap 
it up with Heads Will Roll by Josh Winning (Putnam, $30.00), a novel of 
a dumb mistake at work made by an actor who’s sent away to deal with her 
demons. Sometimes, though, the demons are real...

Your vampire lover will want to bite into So Thirsty by Rachel Harrison 
(Berkley, $29.00), a mystery of best friends and secrets with unexpected 
consequences. Wrap it up with Tiny Threads  by Lilliam Rivera (Del Ray, 
$28.00), a novel of a fashionista and a dream job that turns out to be, well, 
from you-know-where...

Is there a reader on your list who loves complicated family dramas? Then 
April May June July by Alison B. Hart (Graydon House, $28.99) is the 
book to wrap. Siblings April, May, June, and brother July Barber are totally 
separate people with nothing in common, other than that they’re family. 
When their missing father resurfaces after more than a decade, the family 
wedding they’re all set to attend suddenly becomes so much more than a 
family wedding. Wrap it up with A Fire So Wild by Sarah Ruiz-Gross-
man
a group of the city’s residents who must immediately reckon with the lives 
they’ve built there.

You don’t have to know a thing about St. Paul, Minnesota, to want to 
read Mysterious Tales of Old St. Paul by Larry Millett (University of 
Minnesota Press, $24.95). It’s a collection of whodunits set in the 1890s 
and features a character you’ll come to love. Wrap it up with You’d Look 
Better as a Ghost by Joanna Wallace (Penguin, $18.00), an LOL novel 
about a killer with an unusual gift: she sees people as ghosts, just before 
they become one. Also try The Mesmerist by Caroline Woods (Double-

day, $28.00), a book of magic based on a real story from the late 1800s.
For the person on your list who is a self-professed lover of Mark Twain’s 

works, Big Jim and the White Boy by David F. Walker and Marcus 
Kwame Anderson (Ten Speed Graphic, $35.00) will be a welcome gift 
this season. It’s a re-imagining of the classic Twain tale, told in graphic-
novel format. It’s great for collectors, and teens would love it, too.

Here’s an unusual sibling novel: Pearly Everlasting by Tammy Arm-
strong (HarperCollins, $28.99). It’s the story of a bear cub named Bruno, 
the human sister he was raised with, and the bond of love that overcomes 
everything when the bear goes missing. Wrap it up with We’ll Prescribe 
You a Cat by Syou Ishida (Berkley, $25.00), a cute novel about the “heal-
ing power” of cats.

Lovers of short stories will enjoy unwrapping Neighbors and Other Sto-
ries by Diane Oliver (Grove Press, $27.00), a collection of tales about 
racism, Jim Crow, fear, prejudice, scandal, and more. Pair it with Float 
Up, Sing Down by Laird Hunt (Bloomsbury, $26,99), a collection about a 
single day in the life of folks in a small Indiana community.

No doubt, there’s someone on your gift list who loves to be really, really 
scared and Nightwatching by Tracy Sierra
a novel about a woman alone with her children during a blizzard, and an 
intruder who seems awfully, horrifyingly familiar...

Someone on your gift list will love reading Cunning Folk: Life in the 
Era of Practical Magic by Tabitha Stanmore (Bloomsbury, $29.99). Not 
only is this a history of magic and the magical arts, but it’s a bit of a mini-
biography about people who practice the arts.

If you know your giftee well and this year is going to mean big chang-
es, then carefully give Divorce Matters by Kathy Criscuolo Boufford 
(Square One Publishers, $18.95). Wrap it up with I Do (I Think) by Al-
lison Raskin (Hanover Square Press, $28.99), a book about marriage in 
the modern world. Together, they’re perfect for the person you know needs 
them, now or in the near future.

On the other hand, Somehow: Thoughts on Love by Anne Lamott (Riv-

it irritates us, and why we need it. Wrap it up for the romantic in your life. 
Wrap it up with Vows: The Modern Genius of an Ancient Rite by Cheryl 
Mendelson (Simon & Schuster, $28.99), a surprising look at the things we 
say at a wedding, and why we say them.

Is there a lover of Shakespeare on your gift list? Then you absolutely 
can’t go wrong when you wrap up Shakespeare: The Man Who Pays the 
Rent by Judi Dench and Brendan O’Hea (St. martin’s Press, $32). Here, 
Dame Judi writes about the Bard and the various roles she’s played through 
the decades, audiences, critics, and more. Your giftee will want it “to be” 
under the tree, along with The World in Books: 52 Works of Great Short 

 by Kenneth C. Davis (Scribner, $29.99), a whole book full of 
suggestions to carry your giftee into the new year.

The runner in your life will be delighted when In the Spell of the Barkley 
by Michiel Panhuysen (Bloomsbury, $24.00) is unwrapped. This story 
of the ultimate ultramarathon challenge is a read as wild as the race itself. 
Wrap it up with another book about a big sport: Everest, Inc.: The Renega-
bes and Rogues Who Built an Industry at the Top of the World by Will 
Cockrell (Gallery Books, $29.99). Wrap it up with a warm pair of gloves 
and a long scarf.

Is there a reader on your gift list who loves history but who’s tired of 
the same old thing? Then wrap up Plentiful Country: The Great Potato 
Famine and the Making of Irish New York by Tyler Anbinder (Little, 
Brown, $32.50). Why did more than a million of Ireland’s citizens come to 

-

this book; anyone concerned about immigration will, too. 
No doubt, the history lover on your list will want The Handy World War 

II Answer Book by Richard Estep (Visible Ink Press, $29.99). In an easy-
to-read, easy-to-browse format, your giftee will get a nice extra peek inside 
and around the world at the Second World War.

The science-minded person on your gift list will want Turning to Stone 
by Marcia Bjornerud (Flatiron Books, $28.99), a book about rocks but 
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Book Roundup... continued from page 12

also about geology and the wonders of our planet. Wrap it up with Subpar 
Planet by Amber Share (Penguin Random House, $30.00), a hilarious 
book of reviews and ratings of planetary wonders from real people who 
probably didn’t quite get the whole “nature” thing.

Your proud HBCU grad will love reading A Forgotten Migration by 
Crystal R. Sanders (UNC Press, $27.95), a book about racism, segrega-
tion, Black colleges & universities, and what American society owes them 
for decades of education. 

Is there an activist for justice on your gift list? Then they’ll be happy 
to open Morningside: The 1979 Greensboro Massacre and the Struggle 
for an American City’s Soul by Aran Shetterly (Amistad, $28.99), It’s a 

what’s going on in America today. Pair it with Sidney Poitier: The Great 
Speefhes of an Icon Who Moved Us Forward complied by Joanna Poiti-
er, edited by John Malahy (Running Press, $29). Bonus: This inspiring 
book is packed with photos.

If there’s a person on your list who’s concerned with ecologically-mind-
ed things, check out The 15-Minute City by Carlos Moreno (Wiley, $28). 
It’s a book about a radical way of planning a new city so it’s walkable, not 
congested, and greener. Pair it with Atlas of a Threatened Planet by Es-
ther Gonstalla (Island Press, $35), a book of infographics that make being 
greener easier to understand.

Everybody – including your giftee – loves a good treasure hunt, and you 
don’t have to hunt far for Lost Loot: Cursed Treasures and Blood Money 
by Jim Willis (Visible Ink Press, $22.95). It’s a sometimes-swashbuck-
ling, sometimes just plain fun look at booty, true crime, and possibilities of 
riches. Wrap it up with The Heirloomist: 100 Treasures and the Stories 
They Tell by Shana Novak (Chronicle Books, $27.99), an absorbing book 
about random objects, collectors, and the hold that things hold on us.

Your football fan will absolutely want The Football Game That Changed 
America by Dennis Deninger 
about how the NFL’s “Big Game” became the biggest day of football for 
every fan, whether they follow the teams playing or not. If your giftee loves 
basketball, too, then wrap up Globetrotter: How Abe Saperstein Shook Up 
the World of Sports by Mark Jacob and Matthew Jacob (Rowman & 

team, racism, and the path to become one of the sports’ best-loved teams.
The person on your gift list who’s working on a second chapter will be 

happy to unwrap The Art of the Interesting: What We Miss in Our Pursuit 
of the Good Life and How to Cultivate It by Lorraine Besser, PhD (Bal-
ance, $30). Based on science and psychology, this book helps your giftee 
create the best life and be happier and healthier in mind and spirit.

Biography 
Did your giftee spend a childhood immersed in books about growing 

up? If so, they’ll cherish those memories when they read The Genius of 
Judy by Rachelle Bergstein (One Signal Publishers, $28.99). This biog-

current events, and literature. Wrap it up with this great biography: Rule-
breaker: The Life and Times of Barbara Walters by Susan Page (Simon 
& Schuster $30). It’s the story of Walters, her times, and her impressive 
works.

If your giftee is riled by this years’ politics and feminism, then they’ll 
love reading A Well-Trained Wife by Tia Levings (St. Martin’s Press, $30). 
It’s the story of Levings’ life as a wife in a Christian patriarchy-based mar-
riage, the submissiveness, the expectations, and her ultimate resistance. 
The right kind of giftee will love this book completely.

The British history lover on your list will absolutely want The Eagle 
and the Hart: The Tragedy of Richard II and Henry IV by Helen Cas-
tor (Avid Reader Press, $35). This book takes a deep dive into history, the 
lives of two cousins, and a shocking assumption to the throne. Pair it with a 
bookmark and Henry V: The Astonishing Triumph of England’s Greatest 
Warrior King by Dan Jones (Viking, $35), a book about the life and times 

For the person on your gift list who loves music, How Women Made 
Music: A Revolutionary History from NPR Music edited by Alison Fen-
sterstock (HarperOne, $40) is exactly the right gift. It’s a look at female 
musicians from the 1920s to more recent years, from country music to hip 
hop to guitar players and beyond. Wrap it up with I Heard There Was a 
Secret Chord: Music as Medicine by Daniel J. Levitin (Norton, $32.50), 
a book about music and how it contributes to healing and well-being.

Friendly Fire: A Fractured Memoir by Paul Rousseau (Harper Hori-
zon, $29.99) may be the exact right gift for anyone who loves a unique 

head accidentally. How he survived, both physically and in the friendship 
with the man who shot him is the basis of this very well-done book. 

The science-minded person on your gift list will be happy to have The 
Elements of Marie Curie: How the Glow of Radium Lit a Path for Wom-
en in Science by Dava Sobel (Atlantic Monthly Press, $30). Chances are, 
your giftee knows exactly who Madame Curie was, but do they know about 
the women who came after her in the laboratory. This book tells the tale in 
an engaging, interesting way. 

For your fashionista who loves make-up, Becoming Elizabeth Arden: 
The Woman Behind the Global Beauty Empire by Stacy A. Cordery (Vi-
king, $35) could be the best gift beneath the tree this year. It’s a sweeping 
story of a businesswoman, glamour maven, revolutionary, visionary, her 
work, her times, and the controversy she lit.

Business
For the designer or design student on your list, you’ll want to wrap up 

Design for a Radically Changing World by Andy Cohen FAIA and Di-
ane Hoskins FAIA (Oro Editions, $70). It’s a heavy, gorgeously-illustrated 
book full of ideas and works by designers your giftee may know. This is a 
book they’ll love for years to come. 

Everybody knows that work requires a certain sense of humor, right? 
And so The Customer is Always Wrong by Scott Seiss (Harper Celebrate, 
$22.99) is a book that’ll help your giftee keep a smile on that overworked 
face. 

Here’s a unique little gift for the businessperson on your list: Pencil by 
Carol Beggy (Bloomsbury, $14.95). It’s a small book, perfect for a stock-
ing-stuffer, and it’s all about the writing instrument we know, love, and of 
which about two billion are used by Americans each year. 

For the young entrepreneurial couple on your list, Tightwads and Spend-
 by Scott 

Rick (St. Martin’s Press, $28) may be something they’ll both appreciate. 

and love triumph in the end.
The gamer on your list – the one who’s also an entrepreneur – will like to 

unwrap Playing with Reality by Kelly Clancy (Riverhead, $30). What do 
games teach us about science, business, and risk? Looking at games from 
antiquity to AI, this book will tell it.

If the giftee on your list is trying to achieve a good work-life balance, 
then wrap up Over Work: Transforming the Daily Grind in the Quest for 
a Better Life by Brigid Schulte (Henry Holt, $31.99). This book will help 
your giftee understand how some everyday tasks are considered “work” 
and how such unpaid jobs can contribute to your happiness. Wrap it up 
with 
Work and Life by Megan Hellerer (Penguin Life, $29.00). The subtitle 
says it all.

For the person who loves their job but struggles with the workplace, 
Toxic Productivity by Israa Nasir, MHC-LP (Bridge City Books, $19.99) 
might help. It’s a book about overcoming stress and pressure at work and 
how to become a healthier employee, mentally.

Next week, Terri will present Part II of some of 2024’s best!!
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Last Minute Holiday Giveaway... continued from page 8

African Safari Wildlife Park: 267 S. Lightner Rd., Port Clinton, Ohio 
43452

Cheers Trail: Enjoy a festive journey along the Shores & Islands Ohio 
Cheers Trail. Discover a variety of local breweries, wineries, and distill-

Liberty Aviation Museum: 

Where to Eat: A Foodie’s Delight
Orchard Table & Bar: -

-

holiday cheer.
Orchard Table & Bar: 
The Sushi Room: 

43452
Gideon Owen Wine Company: -

Ohio 43452
Wrap Up Your Holiday Escape

-

Happy Holidays & Safe Travels!

-

originals.
-

-

-

The Plantation... continued from page 9

Gerald Rose... continued from page 6

Keith Miller, retired Scott High School 
Principal and great-grandfather of Khyli 

Love 

ly Childhood saying that there was an incident involving her four-year-old  

-

-

Deanna McCullough mother of 
Aria Weinrich, age 4 

-

3. You will be asked to provide personal and sensitive information 

-

and fee are in the works 
-

EU Travel Info... continued from page 11
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CLASSIFIEDS   

Call to place your ad: 

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com

                
     

N O T I C E

Will Ms. Marcia Ricketts or anyone who can 
provide information of her whereabouts kindly 
contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law 
whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, 
W.I.

  Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-
1165
    Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Karen Ricketts or anyone who can 
provide information of her whereabouts kindly 
contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law 
whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, 
W.I.

   Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-
1165
    Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Sophia Ricketts or anyone who can 
provide information of her whereabouts kindly 
contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law 
whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, 
W.I.

    Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-
1165
     Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Waneka Ricketts or anyone who can 
provide information of her whereabouts kindly 
contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law 
whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, 
W.I.

    Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-
1165
     Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Maxine Smalling or anyone who can 
provide information of her whereabouts kindly 
contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law 
whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, 
W.I.

     Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-
1165
     Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

     

DRAFT NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (“RFP”) FOR FURNITURE VENDOR 

SERVICES
The Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Lucas County (MHRSB) tions 

residential mental health rehabilitation center for NW Ohio (Project) located on the campus of the 

(OR), and NAC has been selected as design professional (DP).

-

services for the Project. The complete RFP may be obtained from the MHRSB website at https://www.
lcmhrsb.oh.gov//publicnotice/.

2 paper copies and 1 digital copy of their proposal as outlined within 
the RFP available on the MHRSB website, to OR contact John Durda (john@hplex.com), Hplex Solu-
tions, 65 Hidden Ravines Dr., Suite 100, Powell, OH 43065, no later than 12:00 pm on January 13, 
2025.
questions to the DP and OR as noted in the RFP. 

This project was supported by the Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) of the 
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) as part of an award totaling $2 Million with 

Government.
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Over 700 seniors came together from all over Lucas County on December 

VISIT

12% APR
UP TO $1200
FOR 12 MONTHS

Contact info@ToledoUrban.net
or CALL 419-255-8876 for more information
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