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A Mirror into the Soul of America
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Our lives begin to end the day we become silent about things that matter.         
                               - Martin Luther King, Jr.  

In his book 9 Things You Simply Must Do to Succeed in Love and Life, Dr. 
Henry Cloud asserts that the essence of one’s character is revealed by the 
things we choose to hate and the things we stand for and against. 

When directed the right way, or “hating well,” the term Cloud uses, it push-
es us to “solve real problems rather than creating them.” 

On the other hand, “subjective or misplaced hatred” often arises from un-

destructive emotion undermines success in solving real problems by fueling 

and efforts of those who harbor it. 

-
liams’ Ohio House Bill 700, which proposes to make it a felony for athletes 

-

than those in wealthier Delaware County, Ohio. 

a sick healthcare system, addressing gun violence, poverty, homelessness, 
housing affordability or unemployment or underemployment, Williams’ 
burning zeal for a meaningless and symbolic law that panders to cultural 
divides instead of the real issues he should be tackling has made him the butt 
of jokes on talk shows and other national media. 

of Defense nominee. 

Despite his dubious background, he’s being painted by many as the vic-

is that the system has long protected men with this ancient caveman-like 
thinking, and this rabid pushback against accountability highlights the deep 
fear of the demographical changes threatening the old guard’s grip on power.

Yet, in the meantime, homophobic and transphobic lawmakers focus on 

0.02 percent of Ohioans, a tiny fraction of the population. 

It is fear dressed up as action. It is fear of change, diversity, and a future 
where they don’t call all the shots. Or, as Cloud declares, “hate shows us 
who they really are: people running scared of progress.”

vote and got less than 50 percent but call it a mandate) truly fear that the 

Christian communities are growing. Immigrants boost the economy and 

out reveals not only fear and misplaced hate but also shortsightedness. 

Party has built an entire political and ideological platform of hate by plant-
-

driven by fear. 

want to be confronted.” Instead of addressing real challenges, they hide 
behind symbolic battles that make them look macho or hypermasculine 
while solving nothing.

have a choice to make. 

belongs by having the courage to tackle the issues that really matter. 

Hating well means leaving behind the cheap wins of culture wars and 

down.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhope-
baptist.org
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Flight 312 … Abort Your Landing!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

The time is April 3, 2025. The place 
is the Dallas/Fort Worth airport. On 
the runway is commercial charter 

-

-

-

-

-

system.

-

police.

-

-

-

-

-

-

Trump.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 



... continued on page 6

Historic  Campaign for Mayor of Detroit  
Campaign Announcement draws over 3,000 Detroiters to hear highlights of her vision for neighborhood 
revitalization, family safety, affordable housing, economic growth and youth empowerment 

-

-

-

-

-

...continued on page 12

Guide: Finding Common 

Holiday Dinner Table
By Ben Jealous

-

-
-

-
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Woman To Woman – A Breakfast Fundraiser
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Apply at glasscityfcu.com
or at a branch today!

All financing subject to credit approval & membership eligibility.

ooooorrrr aaaaaaatttttt aaaaa bbbrraaaaannnccccchhhh tttoooooddaayy!!y
AAAAAAAAAAAAppppppppppppppppppppppppppp lllllllyyyyyylllll aaaaaaattttttttttt ggggggglllllaaaaaaaallllll ssssssssssscccccciiiiiitttttiiiiii yyyyyyyfffffffcccccfffffff uuuuu....uuu ccccoooommmmm

oooooooooooooooorrrrrrrrr aaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaatttttttttttttttttt aaaaaaaaaaa bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbrrrrrrrrrrraaaaaaaaannnnnnnnnncccccccccchhhhhhhh tttttttooooooooooddddddddadddaaaaaaadaaaddddd yyyyyyyyyyyy!!!!!!!yyy!!!!yyyyy

All financing subject to credit approval & membership eligibility.

Author Janine Latus

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio hosted Woman to Woman, a breakfast fund-
raiser, at Inverness Club Tuesday morning December 10. The impactful event 
featured Janine Latus, author, survivor and speaker, who shared her heart-
wrenching personal journey through domestic violence and survival.

Woman to Woman fosters meaningful conversation around the truths and 
barriers faced in domestic abuse. The event highlights the importance of indi-
vidual and collective action to discover how to be more vigilant and supportive 
to victims of abuse. 

statistics in her remarks “on average, according to the CDC 24 people every 
minute becomes a victim of rape, physical violence and stalking by an intimate 
partner. That’s more than 2 million people in one year,” she stated.

“The CDC also stays nearly one in three college women report that they have 
been in an abusive dating relationship. These numbers point to the acceptance 
and normalcy of abusive behavior,” she continued.

by offering the opportunity to help ensure that women in the community are 
not alone in their journey; and that every individual and family, desperately 

haven and a fresh start.
Latus, The New York Times Bestselling author of  If I am Missing or Dead: 

A Sister’s Story of Love, Murder and Liberation served as the featured speaker 

for the event and shared her personal account of domestic violence . She re-
vealed her story of abuse and shared with those in attendance how to recognize 
signs of abuse, how to intervene, ask for help, and begin anew to build a life 
free from fear. To learn more about her book visit Amazon.com or JanineLatus.
com.

For over 150 years, YWCA of Northwest Ohio has been working at the in-
tersections of violence against women, homelessness, healthcare, racial eq-
uity, and education. We help women, men, children, and families overcome 
socio-economic barriers to promote living and thriving while seeking equality, 
justice, and dignity.

The YWCA of Northwest Ohio, working to meet the diverse needs of women 
and the elimination of racism, serves more than 15,000 individuals each year 
through various programs.  The programs include:  Domestic Violence Shelter, 
Rape Crisis Center, Child Care Resource and Referral, Youth Development, 
Long Term Housing, Racial Justice, and Healthy Connections.

The YWCA provides educational programming, community outreach, direct 
support, referrals to community resources, and advocacy supporting marginal-
ized individuals and families. The programs create powerful impacts in our 
communities as we work to challenge structural barriers to equity.

YWCA of Northwest Ohio is dedicated to eliminating racism, empow-
ering women, and promoting peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all.

(Source: www.ywcanwo.org/)
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City Council...continued from page 4

State Rep Josh Williams and Maritime students

State Representative Josh Williams Meets 
Maritime Students
By Paul Hubbard

Guest Column

State Representative and Majority Whip Josh Williams met with the stu-
dents at Maritime Academy two weeks ago. He wanted to let the students 
know that there are opportunities for them after graduation. When he asked 
the students what they want for employment: one young lady said she want-
ed to be a social worker, another said she wanted to learn cosmetology, a 
young man said he wanted to be a plumber and another young man said he 
want to work on a Lake Ship and already had job offers. 

Williams indicated to the students that he could get them all into training 
programs that were free. He said there are plenty of training programs in the 
skill trades area and that all he has to do is pick up the phone. He told the 
students he can get any student into a job training program of their choice 
once they graduate from Maritime or any other high school. 

However, he also told them that smoking weed would keep them out of 
most skill trade training programs and other training programs because of 
the danger that being high it brings to the job. He went on to say that if you 
are injured on the job and you have been smoking weed the insurance com-
panies can refuse to pay you for your injuries. 

Williams recalled that when he was younger he smoked weed but learned 
the about the negatives that come with smoking weed which are not worth 
the high. He went on to say that drinking too much alcohol will also be an 
employment problem.

He told the students that he had to stop smoking weed and drinking too 
much in order to graduate from law school; start Explorer Academy Science 
and Tech School.; and become a State Representative (and majority whip). 

Willaims also chairs the Ohio House Education Committee. He told the 
students to get their lives together without smoking weed and drinking too 
much so they can go forward with their lives.

The state representative also toured Maritime Academy and saw the Laker 
Ship Simulator. He listened to a few of the Juice Radio spots that Maritime 
Academy students have done. Maritime has a partnership with the Juice Ra-

were created by Betty Cook, a former Howard University professor. 
I recommend that any youth group contact Toni Battle Gaines at the Juice 

Radio Station and obtain copies of the spots to play for their youth groups 
during meetings.

In 2024 City Councilwoman Cerssandra McPherson and County Commis-
sioner Anita Lopez toured Maritime at separate times and met with the stu-
dents; at an Ohio State Michigan game tailgate party Toledo Mayor Wade 
Kapszukiewicz informed me he will come to Maritime in January 2025 to 
tour and talk to the students.

 Paul L. Hubbard, Chair of the BD Maritime Academy.

safe streets, affordable housing and economic opportunities for all. To-
gether, we can build a Detroit where every family has a path to prosperity.” 

Will” highlighted the energy and collective commitment behind her cam-
paign. 

business event. She was right there in my neighborhood, in the community, 
knocking on doors and talking to the people,” said Georgia Cole, President 

done.” 

a legacy of working together to accomplish so much in service to Detroit 

one is the key to helping every Detroiter reach their full potential.” 
-

-
ing to be easy, and I know that there is much work to be done. But there is 

rather serve than working every day for the people of the City of Detroit. 
Together, we can. And together, we will.” 
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Musty Basement?
WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
recorded messages by Erie or its af  liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a O NOT 
CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

Crawl Space Service
Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

Silent Crisis: When Bullying Targets Black 
Students
How schools fall short of dealing with harassment and lack of mental health resources for 
vulnerable students.
By Quintessa Williams, Word In Black

Special to The Truth

For more than a year, 14-year-old Kelaia Turner endured bullying from 
schoolmates and even her teacher at Dr. Phinnize J. Fisher Middle School 
in Greenville, South Carolina. They teased her about her looks, calling the 
girl a “roach” and “a man.” They soaked her clothes and dumped them in the 
garbage. 

Her mother, Ty Turner, repeatedly complained to the school, according to a 
new lawsuit, but the taunts and harassment continued. Kelaia ultimately de-
cided she could no longer take the abuse. On March 17, 2023, Turner found 
Kelaia in her room, dangling from a belt wrapped around her neck. The child 
had tried to kill herself.

There were grown men in the room crying.”
Kelaia survived but suffered severe brain damage and spent months in the 

hospital, including 31 days in a coma in intensive care, according to the Go-
FundMe fundraiser created by her mother. Even in the hospital, though, the 
bullying continued: a classmate visited Kelaia in the ICU and took photos of 
her, which ended up on social media. 

the allegations. “The school and district administrations investigated and ad-
dressed each of the reported incidents in accordance with policy and law,” 
according to the statement. No parent concerns or reports of bullying were 

do not agree with the allegations, our hearts go out to Kelaia Tecora Turner, 
her mother, and their family.”

Kelaia’s heartbreaking story, detailed in a lawsuit against the Greenville 

Black K-12 students face bullying in school, much of it is based on their 
race, and most school districts lack the resources to help or protect them.   

Bullying Black Students Is a National School Crisis
A 2023 report from The Public Health Post found that although Black stu-

dents make up 15 percent of all students in the nation’s K-12 public school 
system, they account for 37 percent of students who experience bullying. Ex-
perts believe the percentage is likely wider than reported, given that students of 
color are less likely to report being bullied due to mistrust of the school system. 

Often, schools’ responses to racial bullying against Black students fail to 
address the severity and prevalence of the abuse. A 2021 policy brief from 

The Intercultural Development Research Association found that schools fre-

trauma bullied Black students suffer.

racial harassment. 
At the same time, studies show an alarming rise in suicide rates among 

Black youth. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported in 
2023 that while the suicide rate between 2018 and 2021 among Black school-
aged kids fell from 14% to 10%, it was still increasing faster than any other 
racial or ethnic group. Their study also found that more than 6 in 10 Black 
youths who attempted suicide did so due to racism and school bullying. 

These incidents not only perpetuate hostile school environments but fur-
ther exacerbate mental distress, which can disrupt their education and aca-
demic achievement. 

The Mental Health Toll in the Classroom
Persistent bullying, especially, can lead to decreased academic perfor-

mance, increased absenteeism, and higher dropout rates. A 2024 report from 
The Journal of Early Adolescence found that students who are subjected to 
bullying scored lower on standardized tests and received poorer grades than 
their non-bulled peers. 

The compounded stress from bullying can trigger anxiety, depression, and 
self-harm, including thoughts of suicide. But without culturally competent 
mental health resources — psychologists and counselors who understand 
racism and the Black experience —students are often left without the support 
that can help them.

A Strong Call for Change 
Kelaia, now 14, is unable to speak or feed herself and can’t breathe on her 

own, according to the lawsuit. Her parents provide the bulk of the around-
the-clock care she requires, beginning at 2 a.m. and with little respite. 

Turner, her mother, says she believes that, despite the excruciatingly pain-
ful circumstances, — her child has a purpose and can help others. 

“Kelaia advocating for Kelaia should have been enough, and it wasn’t,” 

So now what we want to do is make sure that we are shining a light on [bul-
lying] and trying to set a precedent so that these schools are compelled to 
address this.”
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New Rosa Parks Mural Makes Debut In TARTA’s 
Transit Hub 
Special to The Truth

Customers waiting for their ride at the Tole-
do Area Regional Transit Authority’s (TARTA) 
Transit Hub at 612 N. Huron Street in Toledo 
may have noticed some new scenery lately – 
a tribute a transit icon and the mother of the 
civil rights movement. A new mural honoring 
the life and legacy of Rosa Parks is now on 
display on the rear wall of the public section 
of the Hub. 

This work was created by Toledoan Mercé 
Culp, also known as Urban Digitz, in collab-
oration with the Arts Commission of Greater 
Toledo. 

“I want to thank the Arts Commission for 
their guidance on this project, and for helping 
shine a light on the honor, courage and legacy 
of Rosa Parks, whose impact on public trans-
portation and our nation cannot be overstated,” 
said TARTA CEO Laura Koprowski. “Access 
to important destinations should be available 
to everyone, so that our entire community has a 
chance to raise their quality of life. Rosa Parks 
stood for those ideals and we are challenged to 
follow them.” 

This work replaces a previous tribute to Rosa 
Parks installed at the Hub on Rosa Parks Day 
in 2023, which included space for visitors to 
share what Rosa Parks and her drive for jus-
tice meant to them. In February of this year, 
TARTA and the Toledo Chapter of the NAACP 
recognized Rosa Parks Day with an event 

NAACP members read to children at Toledo 
Lucas County Public Library locations. 

“The Arts Commission is honored to partner 
with TARTA on this public art project that pays 
tribute to civil rights icon Rosa Parks and hon-

said Arts Commission Director of Art in Public 
Places Nathan Mattimoe. 

“Mercé Culp’s vibrant mural captures Rosa 
Park’s strength and dignity and serves as a vi-
brant tribute to her unwavering courage and 

justice. The mural also honors the vital service 
that TARTA provides to so many of our fellow 
Toledoans. We hope to continue this partner-
ship into the future.”
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Members of Gamma Phi Delta Sorority, Inc. Beta Phi Chapter

Grown Folks Holiday Party
Tricia Hall
The Truth Reporter

Toledo’s Grown Folks gathered for the second annual Essence of Giving 
Holiday Gala, held Saturday, December 7 at Aria Banquet Hall in Toledo. 
The red-carpet event invited guests to enjoy an evening surrounded by great 
music, elegant red and black decorations and good times. 

The evening included live entertainment by Wall Music Band featuring 
Anitra Chery, Saxophonist Shawn Highsmith, DJ Roc, a full course meal, 
and Kelly Williams was the mistress of ceremonies. 

“Last year was a success,” began Felicia Howard. “We decided to host this 
event again. This is such a wonderful event, people are having a great time 
and this is also a fundraiser for NAOMI House.”

Visions Made Possible LLC is a company owned by partners Michelle 
Carter and Felicia Howard.

A portion of the proceeds will be donated to NAOMI House in Toledo. 

-
-

stance abuse. Contact NAOMI at 419-244-4825.

Amanda and Eugene Woods Johnette and James Harris
LaDonna Joplin, Brenda Washington and Clara 

Petty Sara and Nathaniel Ross

Mistress of Ceremonies (Kelly Williams) leading activities

Reggie Fletcher and Debbie Dean Mitchell
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  ... continued on page 11

Registration Opens for UToledo’s Conference 
for Aspiring Minority Youth

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

The Need for a Counter – 
Project 2025 Plan
By John E. Warren, DMin, Publisher
San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper

-

-

-

-

-

-
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

10 Health Recommendations for the New 
Year
Looking to improve your health in 2025 and beyond? Check out these recommendations 
from the American Medical Association:
Guest Column

Make nutritional tweaks: Reduce your intake of sugar-sweetened bever-
ages and processed foods, especially those with added sodium and sugar. 
Drinking sugary beverages, even 100 percent fruit juices, is associated with 
a higher mortality risk, according to a study published in JAMA Network 
Open. Drink water and choose nutritious, whole foods including fruits, veg-
etables, whole grains, nuts and seeds, low-fat dairy products, and lean meats 
and poultry.

Get active: A recent study published in JAMA found that putting down the 
TV remote and going for a walk can improve healthy aging—highlighting 
the importance of small everyday habits. Adults should get at least 150 min-
utes a week of moderate-intensity activity, or 75 minutes a week of vigorous-
intensity activity.

Get up-to-date: Get your vaccines in advance of respiratory virus season—
-

cine for everyone six months and older, as well as pregnant people. People 
65 and older and those who are moderately or severely immunocompro-

six months later.

and Prevention recommend those 75 and older, and 60 and older at high risk 

babies from getting very sick from RSV. This is important because RSV is 

-
sources, including GetMyFluShot.org. You can also reduce the spread of re-

sick.

Get screened: Make an appointment for preventive care, tests and screen-
ings to help your doctor spot certain conditions before they become more 
serious.

Know your blood pressure numbers: Visit ManageYourBP.org to under-
stand your blood pressure numbers and take necessary steps to get hyperten-
sion under control. Doing so will reduce your risk of heart attack and stroke. 

device has been tested for accuracy.

disease and vision loss.

day for women and two drinks per day for men, and only by adults of legal 
drinking age.

Quit tobacco and nicotine: Ask your doctor for resources and guidance 

to eliminate secondhand smoke exposure.

Follow dosage instructions: When taking prescription opioids or other 
medications, store them safely to prevent diversion or misuse, and prop-

take the full course to prevent antibiotic resistance—a serious public health 
problem.

Manage stress: Good mental health is part of good overall health. Get 

a mental health professional when you need it.

More health resources and tips can be found by visiting ama-assn.org.

“The best way to address the post-holiday doldrums is to do something 
good for your health,” said Bruce A. Scott, M.D., president of the AMA. 
“Even small, positive choices you make now can have a big impact on your 
long-term wellbeing.”

Courtesy StatePoint

should go unmonitored.
 Why is this so important: Because the plan is to attempt to reshape the 

months. Now will be the time to plan their replacements. So, now we see that 
all is not lost unless we give up. What are your thoughts?

Project 2025 Plan... continued from page 10



Books for Dad or Grandpa by various authors
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Your gift list this year has a lot of empty spac-
es.

You’ve put a lot of thought into it and you’ve 
still come up short. Some people are easy to 
buy for: you know what they want under the 
tree and it’s easy to find and wrap. For oth-
ers, finding the right gift takes serious thought 
and several trips to the store or web. You need 
help, hints and  Dear Santa letters are welcome, 
or you can find these great books for Dad or 
Grandpa…

For the person who longs almost weekly for 
the perfect get-away, Cabin: Off the Grid Ad-
ventures with a Clueless Craftsman by Patrick 
Hutchison (St. Martin’s Press, $29) may be what 
you want to give. It’s the story of a dream that 
started as a nightmare: without totally thinking 
it through, Hutchison purchased a tiny, ramshackle, off-the-grid cabin 
down a long driveway tucked away in the Cascade Mountains. Problem: 
it needed big-time repairs and Hutchison wasn’t the handyman sort. 
This book is great for the person who craves solitude, belly laughs, 
projects, and good story.

If there’s an old-time music lover on your list, check out Carl Perkins: 
The King of Rockabilly by Jeff Apter (Citadel Press, $29). Like most 
good biographies, this book takes readers back to Perkins’ childhood 

and his earliest influences, moving through to the start of his career and 
his pioneering work, as well as the people he played with, on-stage and 
off. This is the book to give someone who remembers the music of the 
‘50s, or the one who wasn’t “there” but still loves those tunes.

If curiosity is one of the things you love best about that person on your 
list, then Father Nature: The Science of Paternal Potential by James 
K. Rilling (MIT Press, $32.95) might be the book to give. This is a deep 
look at marriage, divorce, partnering, and the nature of nurture in males 
of our species and others. You may know that motherhood changes a 
woman’s brain, but did you know that fatherhood does the same for 
men?  This is a great book for the science-minded person you know, 
bonus if he’s someone’s dad.

And finally, for the person who doesn’t mind a few heartbreaks in his 
book, I Will Do Better by Charles Bock (Abrams Press, $26) is the 
story of a man who’s not sure he wants to be a father, until he actually 
is. That’s the good news. The very bad news is, his wife is terminally ill 
and he soon has to learn how to parent his daughter alone. Wrap it up 
with tissues. It’s a rewarding read, but it’s that kind of book.

And if these aren’t exactly right for the hard-to-buy-for person on 
your list, head for your local bookseller or ask your librarian for sug-
gestions. Both will be able to tease out the perfect gift to put under the 
tree, the gift that gives back when you get a smile.

Then clear a chair. Reading a good book requires a comfortable empty 
space.

c. 2024
various publishers
$26.00 - $32.95

 various page counts

cheaper and more resilient than fossil fuels. Speeding up the clean energy 
transition already underway is the true path to lower prices for ratepayers 
and more reliable power grids. But that does not mean you need to show 
up ready to argue about it or put someone on the spot for not already 
being aware of it. Start where you agree – that we all want lower prices. 
The mutual understanding that will create must come before people’s 
minds can be open to new ideas. 

 We all want to protect our children’s health. Moreover, we all know 
that toxic, polluted water and air are threats to people’s health. When 
it comes to the water we drink and our kids swim in, there is near uni-
versal agreement: 96 percent of voters polled this year said protecting 
the health and safety of drinking water is important; 94 percent said 
protecting our nation’s lakes, rivers, and streams is important. There 
are few things people agree on more. People also generally agree about 

the importance of breathing safe, healthy air. If faced with the choice of 
managing their kid’s asthma with new inhalers and lifestyle restrictions 
or simply having cleaner air to breathe, what do you think they would 
choose? People do not need to be well versed in statistics about the sourc-
es of pollution and their true costs in order to care that the water and air 
are not making their families sick. That is a solid starting point for any 
conversation about solving the public health crises caused by pollution. 

And who doesn’t want to make it easier for people to get outdoors? 
People already know that getting outside is good for you. The benefits 
to physical and mental health are well documented. (I would add it is 
great for spiritual health as well.) And Americans are increasingly try-
ing to get outside more. But we all know there are barriers – especially 
for those of us who lack green spaces in our neighborhoods. With 80 
percent of Americans living in or near cities, that could be a real ob-
stacle. We can all agree that having easier access to nature is important. 
Whether it is in community parks and gardens, or the natural spaces 
that are part of our heritage as Americans like our National Parks, virtu-
ally everyone wants more options for enjoying the outdoors and greater 
ability to do so. 

-
works care to admit. We are coming out of an election year that many re-
garded as the peak of American polarization. But while that political po-
larization may be real, it does not mean that people on different sides of 
a debate or the political spectrum don’t see eye to eye on a lot of things.  

In many cases, what we agree on are the overarching values, and the 
goals we should be striving towards. The big stuff. Even if we disagree 
on how we get there. Keeping our eyes on the prize can help keep us 
unified.

 So let’s zoom out from the disagreements over how we solve the 
problems we all agree are problems. We are immersed in different news 
and commentary, thanks to agenda-driven news outlets and algorithm-
driven online feeds that steer us in different directions and pit us against 
each other. But the human condition remains constant. And we should 
all be able to connect on a human level. What we can build from there, 
together, is only limited by our own imaginations. 

Ben Jealous is the Executive Director of the Sierra Club, former CEO 
and president of the NAACP and a Professor of Practice at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania.

Holiday Dinner Table...continued from page 4
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In Slavery’s Wake: Making Black Freedom in 
the World, edited by Paul Gardullo, Johanna 
Obenda, and Anthony Bogues, written by 
various contributors
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Ever since you learned how it happened, you 
couldn’t get it out of your mind.

People, packed like pencils in a box, tightly 
next to each other, one by one by one, tier after 
tier. They couldn’t sit up, couldn’t roll over or 
scratch an itch or keep themselves clean on a ship that took them from 
one terrible thing to another. And in the new book In Slavery’s Wake, 
essays by various contributors, you’ll see what trailed in waves behind 
those vessels.

You don’t need to be told about the horrors of slavery. You’ve grown up 
knowing about it, reading about it, thinking about everything that’s hap-
pened because of it in the past four hundred years. And so have others: 
in 2014, a committee made of “key staff from several world museums” 
gathered to discuss “telling the story of racial slavery and colonialism 
as a world system…” so that together, they could implement a “ten-year 
road map to expand… our practices of truth telling…” 

Here, the effects of slavery are compared to the waves left by a moving 
ship, a wake the story of which some have tried over time to diminish. 

-
nists held enslaved people but believed that King George had “unjustly 
enslaved” the colonists.

It’s the story of a British company that crafted shackles and cuffs and 
that still sells handcuffs “used worldwide by police and militaries” today.

It’s a tale of heroes: the Maroons, who created communities in un-
wanted swampland, and welcomed escaped slaves into their midst; 
Sarah Baartman, the “Hottentot Venus”; Marème Diarra, who walked 
200 miles from Sudan to Senegal with her children to escape slavery; 
enslaved farmers and horticulturists; and everyday people who still talk 
about slavery and what the institution left behind.

Today, discussions about cooperation and diversity remain essential.

Says one essayist, “... embracing a view of history with a more ex-
pansive definition of archives in all their forms must be fostered in all 
societies.”

Unless you’ve been completely unaware and haven’t been paying at-
tention for the past 150 years, a great deal of what you’ll read inside 
In Slavery’s Wake is information you already knew and images you’ve 
already seen. 

Look again, though, because this comprehensive book isn’t just about 
America and its history. It’s about slavery, worldwide, yesterday and 
today. 

to learn, then, about slavery on other continents, how Africans left their 
legacies in places far from home, and how the “wake” they left changed 
the worlds of agriculture, music, and culture. Tales of individual people 
round out the narrative, in legends that melt into the stories of others 
and present new heroes, activists, resisters, allies, and tales that are in-
spirational and thrilling. 

This book is sometimes a difficult read, and is probably best con-
sumed in small bites that can be considered with great care to fully ap-
preciate. Start In Slavery’s Wake, though, and you won’t be able to get 
it out of your mind.
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CLASSIFIEDS   

     

N O T I C E
Will Ms. Marcia Ricketts or anyone who can provide information of her where-
abouts kindly contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, W.I.

  Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-1165
  Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Karen Ricketts or anyone who can provide information of her where-
abouts kindly contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, W.I.

  Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-1165
  Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Sophia Ricketts or anyone who can provide information of her where-
abouts kindly contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, W.I.

  Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-1165
  Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Waneka Ricketts or anyone who can provide information of her where-
abouts kindly contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, W.I.

  Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-1165
  Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

Will Ms. Maxine Smalling or anyone who can provide information of her where-
abouts kindly contact JULIANNE HEWITT, Attorney-at-Law whose address is
Shop C10,
Shoppes of Pineapple, 
Sylvia Lawn, 
Main Street, Ocho Rios, Saint Ann, Jamaica, W.I.

  Telephone – (876) 208-9667 and (876) 341-1165
  Email address: juliannehewitt@outlook.com

     

TOLEDO OPERA TO HOLD RESIDENT ARTIST 
AUDITIONS FOR 2025-2026 SEASON 

Toledo Opera is seeking the following performers to serve as Resident 
Artists for the 2025-2026 season: soprano, mezzo-soprano, bass/baritone, and 
pianist. All applications must be submitted through YAP Tracker at YAPTracker.

Ohio 43604 on Saturday, February 22, 2025. A pianist will be provided.

-

touring artists for the Opera on Wheels program which travels extensively, 
visiting local educational institutions and bringing live opera to the furthest 
reaches of the Toledo area. Annually, the program is performed for 22,000 
students from Findlay to Ann Arbor and Sandusky to Archbold. 

In addition to Opera on Wheels, the selected Resident Artists (vocalists) are 

Pianists are considered for additional mainstage playing opportunities as well. 

concert series – touring outdoor community hubs throughout Toledo.

Shared James Norman, General Director at Toledo Opera: “For Toledo Opera, 
our Resident Artist program is a cornerstone of our mission. It not only nur-
tures the development of emerging operatic talent but also serves as a vital 
bridge between our organization and the community. Through this program, 
we bring the transformative power of opera to schools, libraries, and neigh-
borhoods across the Toledo region. These talented artists inspire the next 
generation of opera lovers and performers while enriching the cultural fabric 

For more information about Toledo Opera, please visit toledoopera.org. For me-
dia access, please contact Rachael Cammarn at rcammarn@toledoopera.org.

     

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING SERVICES (A&E) 

QUALIFICATIONS 
RFQ24-Q002

Architec-
tural & Engineering (A&E) Services in accordance with RFQ24-Q002. 
Received in accordance with law until January 9, 2025 at 3:00 PM EST.  For 
documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 

-
tion and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described in Execu-
tive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, 
and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.  

     

DRAFT NOTICE
REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (“RFP”) FOR FURNITURE 

VENDOR SERVICES
The Mental Health and Recovery Services Board of Lucas County (MHRSB) 

-
-

bilitation center for NW Ohio (Project) located on the campus of the Northwest 
Ohio Behavioral Hospital in Toledo. Hplex Solutions has been selected as 

Services required include working with MHRSB, the OR, and the DP for or-

As required by ORC 9.33, et seq., MHRSB requests proposals from experi-
-

tained from the MHRSB website at https://www.lcmhrsb.oh.gov//publicnotice/.

2 paper copies and 1 digital copy of their pro-
posal as outlined within the RFP available on the MHRSB website, to OR con-
tact John Durda (john@hplex.com), Hplex Solutions, 65 Hidden Ravines Dr., 
Suite 100, Powell, OH 43065, no later than 12:00 pm on January 13, 2025. 

-
cretion. Direct all questions to the DP and OR as noted in the RFP. 

This project was supported by the Health Resources and Services Adminis-
tration (HRSA) of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

governmental sources. The contents are those of the author(s) and do not 

HHS, or the U.S. Government.

     

INVITATION FOR BIDS
RENOVATIONS OF 3 CASUALTY LOSS UNITS (TPA)

IFB24-B017
Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive bids for Renovations of 3 
Casualty Loss Units (TPA) in accordance with IFB24-B017. Received in 
accordance with law until January 7, 2025, at 3:00 PM ET.  For documents:  
www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 

Employment Opportunity requirements as described in Executive Order 
#11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any 
Section 3 Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.    

     

INVITATION FOR BIDS
RENOVATIONS OF 3 CASUALTY LOSS UNITS (MUNGER)

IFB24-B018

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive bids for Renovations of 3 Ca-
sualty Loss Units (Munger) in accordance with IFB24-B018. Received in 
accordance with law until January 7, 2025, at 3:00 PM ET.  For documents:  
www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 

-
ployment Opportunity requirements as described in Executive Order #11246. 
This contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 
Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.     



The Pathway Inc. Sisters United Graduation 
Ceremony
By Dawn Scotland
The Truth Reporter

Disha Brooks and her son, eight-
month-old Da’King Williams

Kiara Motley and two-month year 
old daughter daughter Ki’lahni

Shakara Knabbs and her eight-month-old 
son Chosen Knabbs

Mothers celebrated for their graduation
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Pathway Inc. Sisters United graduated 17 women in their most recent co-
hort Thursday, December 12 at 505 Hamilton. The graduation ceremony, 
which was originally planned earlier in the week, was postponed and modi-

-

motherhood journey. 

northwest Ohio. Since its inception, Pathway Inc.’s Sisters United has sup-

-

-

“We had to cancel the actual graduation yesterday due to the power outage, 

-

and Youth Pathway Inc.
-

mortality and maternal mortality.

-

-

munity baby shower 

the Pathway coaches. 
She highly praised 
Pathway’s motherhood 

-
ing journey. 

“It brought other peo-

this generation is kind 

VISIT

12% APR
UP TO $1200
FOR 12 MONTHS

Contact info@ToledoUrban.net
or CALL 419-255-8876 for more information
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T O L E D O U R B A N F E D E R A L C R E D I T U N I O N

1441 Dorr St., Toledo OH 43607
3053 Monroe St., Toledo, OH 43606

-

children than [another participant in the program] it doesn’t mean we don’t 

coach and relationships with peers in the program. 
-

er know how your situation and what you’re going through can help some-

-

and other topics pertinent to motherhood. Alumni are encouraged to join. To 
learn m

-

Eligibility:

-
-


