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The United States’ status as a “shining city on a hill” is frequently praised. 
In reality, diversity is the cornerstone upon which this prominent badge of 
�����������	 ��	 
����
	���������	 ������������	 ����������	 ���	���
��	 ����-
ence can be directly attributed to its diversity of races, ethnicities, reli-
gions, cultures and ideas.  

����	������	����	����	�������
��	��������	������	�	�����	����	������
	��-
�������	��	����������	���	������	��	���������	!�������	"���	#������	�����	
Privilege, and the Bridge to a New America, America’s legacy of slavery 
���	�$������	������	�����	���������	���	�������	������	�	������	��	���	����-
cratic ideals and position as the global leader. 

It is true that the nation’s founding documents initially served a narrow 
group – predominantly white and wealthy men. Yet, the country’s unique 
mix of cultures, ethnicities, and perspectives fueled its economic prosper-
ity and an alluring global appeal to complement our innovative superiority. 
Diversity has been central to this success and America’s identity.

Diversity has made the U.S. a universal leader in science and technol-
ogy and arts and entertainment. In addition, research indicates that diverse 
teams are more effective at solving complex problems, and economists at-
tribute much of America’s economic success to its multicultural workforce. 

Furthermore, America’s diversity continues to provide its ability to in-
������	 ���	 �����	 �������	 �������	 ���	 �����	 ��������$
	 %��	 ���������	 ��	
freedom, democracy, and human rights has built alliances and partnerships 
with countries striving to emulate these American values. Moreover, diver-
sity is crucial for the nation’s future, providing a foundation for healing and 
unity at a time when racial and cultural divides fracture the nation.

Nevertheless, despite its strengths, America also possesses a legacy so 
vile or morally repulsive that “legislative eyes” seek to ban books to pre-
vent us from even looking at what Wallis and others have called our “origi-
nal sin”—racism. From the brutal legacy of slavery to Jim Crow segrega-
tion to Mass Incarceration and up to the current day, racism has left severe 
wounds on American society with scars so deep that white privilege and 

The 2024 Election: A Bridge to a 
New America or the Collapse of an 
Empire?
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

As Nicholas Kristof wrote, “The greatest problem is not with flat-out white racists, but rather with the far larger 

number of Americans who believe intellectually in racial equality but are quietly oblivious to injustice around them.” 

Too many whites unquestioningly accept a system that disproportionately punishes blacks . . . We are not racists, but 

we accept a system that acts in racist ways.                                             - Jim Wallis

racial inequality are woven into the fabric of the nation’s institutions and 
systems, creating structural barriers that undermine the nation’s ideals and 
prevent true equality. 

Indeed, the stain of America’s original sin is vividly transparent in to-
day’s racial wealth gap, obscene disparities in education and healthcare, 
and ongoing barbarous police violence against Black and Brown commu-
nities. 

Thus, the 2024 election is an opportunity for the nation to reckon with 
this history and work toward healing. If ignored, social and political divi-
sions could break America apart, jeopardizing the nation’s stability and 
evicting it from its perch as the world’s leader.

Will America build a “bridge to a new America” rooted in justice, equal-
ity, and inclusivity, or destroy it by further entrenching divisions? 

The outcome of the 2024 election will determine the path. The presiden-
tial candidates vying for leadership each possess starkly different visions. 
The potential rise of one candidate with reported ties to White Nationalism 
and exclusionary ideologies would be devastating. Such a leader, using 
chaos, division, and fear as tools to ascend to power, can be likely counted 
on to legitimize extremist views, intensify racial divides, and enact poli-
cies that disenfranchise minorities, communities of color, and women - all 
of which are certain to undercut America’s diversity and moral authority.

On the other hand, actively confronting the original sin of racism, patri-
archy, and economic inequality will build a bridge to a new America. Ac-
cording to Wallis, that means white Americans acknowledging their privi-
lege, institutions addressing systemic inequities, and communities coming 
together to build empathy, understanding, and solidarity. Vice President 
Kamala Harris has promoted this vision of a new America. It rests on the 
idea that the nation’s strength lies not in erasing its differences but in hon-
oring them and creating a society where all people are included and have 
equal access to opportunity and justice.

As the world’s most powerful democracy, embracing and choosing a 
leader who tolerates or promotes White Nationalism will also embolden 
authoritarian regimes and nationalist movements globally. So, also expect 
�����������	��&�	#�����	���	'�����	�����	���������	���	(
"
��	����������	
and democratic values, to seize on America’s divisions to promote their 
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Community Calendar
November 7
Kwanzaa Park Neighbors Community Meeting: 6 – 7:30 pm; The Padua Center; 
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November Zepf Center Safety Net Events
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- Safety Net Youth Shelter & Drop-In Center Tour 
o November 7, 5-6 p.m., 2005 Ashland Ave.
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o November 12, 11 a.m., One Government Center 
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o November 21, 5:30-6:30 p.m., 2005 Ashland Ave. 
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o November 23, 3:30 p.m., Central Catholic Highschool
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Perryman...continued from page 2

The state of Alabama destroyed their 
homes. Your federal tax dollars helped 
pay for it.  

We are checking back in on the historic 
Black Shiloh community in Elba, Ala-
bama.

 Ever since 2018, when the Alabama 
Department of Transportation (ALDOT) 
expanded a highway running through the 
�����	����������	������	�����	���	�����	
in this community whenever it rains. It is 
an ongoing crisis.  

Members of this community have lost 
everything. Some of the families here 
have owned these homes for generations. 
Their generational wealth has been wiped out. They deserve justice. They 
deserve to be made whole. Now, the federal government could be running 
out of time to help. 

Pastor Timothy Williams is a Shiloh community member who has been 
�	������	��	���	+���	��	���	/������	���	���	�����
���	���	���	���	�����$
	
Back in March, when I spoke with Pastor Williams, he told me, “My 
house has already sunk two feet into the mud. I see my inheritance and 
my children’s American Dream being washed away and stolen.” 

 Since then, Pastor Williams says things have only gotten worse. He 
now says the frustration and hopelessness taking root in the community 
has led to people using alcohol and drugs as an escape, whereas several 
years ago that would be unheard of in this community.

 It speaks to the toll on this community being more than just economic. 
Watching your home and community be destroyed, and your generational 
wealth evaporate, has physical, mental, and emotional impacts just like 
any trauma does. People are watching their homes sink, and living with 
the danger all this physical upheaval of their land has caused with power 
lines and gas and sewage pipes. Pastor Williams himself has been warned 
his sinking house could eventually hit a natural gas pipeline causing a 
rupture or even an explosion. Think about the impact this must have not 
only on the entire community’s mental health, but what it must do to the 
kids in the community and their ability to succeed in school.  

Beyond that, there is the clear racial factor here. This is Alabama after 
all. The reckless disregard for this rural Black community in the state’s 
highway project was not something unfamiliar to people who have lived 
there for decades. Nor were years of inaction and being left behind by the 
state (and now the federal government) since then. And there have been 
acts of intimidation by outsiders aimed at community members like Pas-
tor Williams who have spoken up – in March, Pastor Williams told me the 
restaurant he owns had been the target of a boycott by some local whites. 
And white people make up most of his clientele.  

In a place where the shadow of Jim Crow still looms large, that justice 

The Clock is Ticking for the Government to 
Do What is Right for this Flooded Historic 
Black Community
By Ben Jealous

for this Black community seems so elusive seems like no mere coinci-
dence. It is understandable that some in the community believe the storm 
drainage pipes were aimed at their community intentionally. 

%�	 ���	������	�����	 %	+���	 ���&�	����	3�����	���������	 %	����	�������	
Shiloh. And I have been working closely with Dr. Robert Bullard, known 
as Father of Environmental Justice and this country’s preeminent voice 
exposing environmental racism, to build pressure on both the state and 
federal governments to act. Elba, Alabama is Dr. Bullard’s hometown. 
It is an example of the pervasiveness of environmental racism, that such 
injustice could continue in the hometown of a prominent expert who sits 
on the White House Environmental Justice Advisory Council.  

 Someone else who visited Shiloh the past few months is Secretary of 
Transportation Pete Buttigieg. And on October 4, the Federal Highway 
Administration (FHWA) announced a Voluntary Resolution Agreement 
56#�7	 ����	�9:!;	 ��	 �������	 ���	 �������	 �������	 ��	 "�����	 ����$	
time it storms. The VRA is one product of an investigation under Title VI 
of the Civil Rights Act. Title VI prohibits racial discrimination – among 
�����	&����	��	��������������	<	��	���/����	����	�������	�������	+�������	
assistance, like the Alabama highway project that destroyed the Shiloh 
community.

 But the VRA is not a solution for the harm that has already been done 
to the people of this community. It is an insult to them. The agreement 
��=�����	��������������	������������	��	��������	�������
	>��	�����	���-
ple’s homes are already ruined, their families are traumatized, and their 
property values are decimated. 

 Perhaps Army veteran Willie Horstead Jr., who has watched his home 
���&	����	���	����@���&��	������	��������$	��	3�����	���������	���	��	
���	
when he told the visiting US Secretary of Transportation, “I’ll tell you – I 
just want to be made whole.”  

 In his 1963 Letter from Birmingham Jail, Dr. King wrote, “justice too 
long delayed is justice denied,” paraphrasing an old legal maxim. 

Justice has been delayed for far too long for the residents of the Shiloh 
community. And the clock is ticking.

 We don’t know what will happen with the presidential election. But It 
is possible it could result in some of the same people returning to the US 
Department of Transportation who originally approved the use of fed-
eral funds for the disastrous Alabama highway project back in 2018. Or 
people willing to have the federal government turn a blind eye to racial 
discrimination by a state with a deep history of it. Any more delay could 
mean justice being permanently denied to members of the Shiloh com-
munity.

 Ben Jealous is the Executive Director of the Sierra Club, former CEO 
of the NAACP and a Professor of Practice at the University of Pennsyl-
vania.

own authoritarian models to other nations while arguing that democracy is 
���������$	�����
	

As of this writing, I don’t know how it will all shake out. But one thing 
seems clear: The current decisive moment demands that the nation truly 
��������	
���	���	��������	��������	���	���	��������	���
	

Diversity has the power to unite and elevate America. In contrast, rac-
ism, the nation’s original sin, has the potential to tear it apart. The choice 
America makes will determine whether it builds a bridge to a new, more 
inclusive future or succumbs to the divisions that could spell the collapse 
of an empire. 

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhope-
baptist.org
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Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 
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Toledo Councilwomen Cerssandra McPherson and Brittany Jones with former 
Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman

Revitalizing Communities: A Vision for Hope 
in Toledo
By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

On October 18, 2024, an electrifying conversation unfolded between 
Robert Smith, founder of the African American Legacy Project, and for-
mer Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman, a proud Toledo native. This 
was more than just a discussion; it was a passionate call to action, igniting 
a shared vision for the future. They emphasized the vital importance of nur-
turing our communities—especially our local artists, the Black community 
and our youth—to pave the way for a brighter, more hopeful tomorrow for 
everyone. Their dialogue resonated with urgency and inspiration, remind-
ing us all of the power we hold to effect real change.

A Legacy of Change
\������	 '������	 ����	 ������$	 ��	 '����
����	 +���	�������	��������	

mayor and served for an impressive 16 years. His roots trace back to To-
�����	�����	��	����	��	����	�	������	��	����	�����	
�
	]�	�����	�������	��	
his childhood dreams of becoming an architect. “I wanted to shape spaces 
that would bring people together,” he shared during the interview. This 
passion for building, both literally and metaphorically, fueled his drive to 
��&�	�����+����	�������	��	'����
��


����	'������	���&	��+���	��	���������	�����
�������	����	����	�����-
gling. The King-Lincoln Bronzeville ���������	�	�����������$	�����+����	����	
���	���	�������	��������	��������$�	���	����	���	��
����	�����	��	���-
merce, culture, and connection in Columbus during the 1930s, ‘40s, and 
‘50s. However, the construction of Highway 71 cut off access, leading to 
isolation and a mass exodus of black residents during desegregation. 

Over the following decades, the population plummeted from 64,000 to 
just 16,000, leaving behind a landscape of abandoned buildings and over-
grown lots. In this context, Coleman recognized the urgent need for revi-
����`������	{%	�����	
�	���	+���	>���&	\�$��	���	���	����	����	�����|	��	����	
to himself. 

“Initially I revitalized an area on Morris Rd. in this district by acquiring 
���	������	}��������	\����	�����	%	���������$	����������	�������	�����+-
cant controversy,” Coleman shares with Smith.

”I invested millions into the streetscape, developing the area and ad-

dressing the long-standing issue of disinvestment, thereby transforming 
the community for the better.”

The Power of Physical Space
%������	�	������	����	���	
���	����������	���	������	������	���	���	����-

ways overgrown. Coleman envisioned this garden blooming once again. 
He believed that transforming physical spaces could revive community 
������	���	���������	������	��	�����	�����
	�	�������	������	��	����	/�����$	
was the revitalization of  Lincoln Theater, a historic venue that had long 

Michael Coleman

The AALP’s Robert Smith and former Columbus Mayor Michael Coleman
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Revitalizing Communities... continued from page 4

served as a gathering spot for the Black community.
“The Lincoln Theater was where our community went when they couldn’t 

go downtown,” Coleman explained. Legends like Duke Ellington and Sam-
my Davis Jr. graced its stage, making it a cornerstone of cultural life. But 
by the time Coleman took action, the theater was on the brink of being 
demolished. “I had a gut feeling that even with all the damage, I could 
change this,” he recalled. Despite the pushback and controversy, Coleman 
purchased the theater with city funds and committed to its restoration.

This decision sparked not just renewed interest in the theater, but a broad-
er revitalization of the surrounding area. After the Lincoln Theater was 
transformed into a thriving cultural hub, it attracted thousands of visitors 
and new residents to the downtown area. However, Coleman’s vision ex-
tended far beyond the theater; laying the groundwork for a complete resur-
gence of economic opportunities and community pride in the region.

Building Together
As Coleman spoke about his vision, he emphasized the importance of 

community involvement. “You just have to do it and try to bring folks 
along in the process,” he said. It wasn’t enough to have a plan; he had to 
sell that vision to the people living in the neighborhoods, to those outside 
of them, and to the business community. “I was the biggest salesperson for 
my vision,” he quipped, illustrating the necessity of belief and enthusiasm 
in leadership.

One of the key elements to his success was the idea of collaboration. 
Coleman invited input from diverse people within the community, inte-
grating their ideas into the revitalization plans. “Have everyone paint on 
a blank canvas with different pots of paint,” he suggested. By involving 
the community in the planning process, he ensured that the revitalization 
�������	��������	�����	�������	���	�����
	%�	���	����	���	������	���	�	���-
terpiece—an enriched community where everyone had a vested interest in 
success.

The Importance of Youth and Arts
Coleman’s commitment to revitalization extended beyond buildings and 

businesses; he believed in empowering young people and supporting the 
arts. “What’s going to make young people want to come to the City of 
Toledo?” he asked. His answer was simple: ask them. When Coleman 
engaged local youth, he discovered what they truly wanted in their city—
opportunities for creativity, connection, and growth.

In Columbus, Coleman collaborated with The Ohio State University to 
bring students into the city’s culture. They hosted events at local arenas, 
��������	 ����	 ������	 +��	 �������	 ����	 ���	 ����������	 ��������	 ��	 ����-
case what Columbus had to offer. “The kids loved it!” he beamed, noting 
that this engagement fostered a sense of belonging among students. Over 
time, this effort paid off, as many students chose to stay in the city after 
graduation, starting businesses and contributing to their communities.

Art, too, became a vital component of Coleman’s vision. He understood 
that subsidizing artists in concentrated areas of the city could lead to 
vibrant cultural districts, attracting more people and fostering economic 
growth. “As for Toledo, watch your art district explode with new oppor-
tunities if you implement these strategies,” he said, envisioning a future 
where creativity fuels revitalization and transforms areas into bustling 
hubs of innovation and expression. By investing in the arts, he believes, 
most cities can harness the power of culture to drive progress and bring 
people together.

Economic Empowerment
Central to Coleman’s vision was economic empowerment. He recognized 

���	�����+����	������	���	�����	
$	>���&	���	]�������	������������	�����	
stemming from a lack of access to banking services. To address this, he 
���	�����	�������	�������	���	�������	>��&�	���	+���	>���&@�����	
��&	��	
Ohio. “It’s important as a community that we embrace black-owned banks 
and do everything we can to help them succeed,” he stated, underscoring 
���	����	���	+�������	������������	����	����$	���������	���	�����	����$	���-
munity.

The creation of Adelphi Bank was not just about providing loans; it was 
�
���	���������	+�������	������$	���	���������	����������������	������	���	
Black community. Coleman’s vision for the bank was rooted in the belief 
that when individuals have access to resources, they can create their own 
opportunities, invest in their communities, and build generational wealth.

Learning from History
'��������	 ����������	 ����	 �����$	 �����������	 ����	 ���	 ������$	 ��	 ���	

Black community in Toledo and beyond. He lamented the loss of historical 
businesses and cultural landmarks in our hometown, recalling how Dorr 
Street once buzzed with life. “I didn’t see a single business that I remem-
ber, not one,” he said, a sense of sadness in his voice. “Toledo destroyed its 
Black heritage. It’s time to re-build.”

He emphasized the importance of remembering the past as a guide for 
���	������
	{���	�����	&���	�����	$�����	�����	�����	$��	+���	����������	
where you come from,” he advised. This understanding is crucial for the 
Black community in Toledo as they navigate their path forward. “If Black 
people in Toledo want to restore their heritage, they must speak up and 
work together,” he urged, reinforcing the need for unity and collective ac-
tion.

A Brighter Future
As the interview wrapped up, Coleman’s hopeful vision for Toledo 

shone brightly. He believes that by nurturing artists, supporting the Black 
community, and engaging youth, the city can become a thriving land-
scape of culture, commerce, and connection once again. “In ten years, we 
will see an urban transformation,” he predicted, his eyes sparkling with 
optimism.

Toledo shares many similarities with Columbus, including a strong edu-
cational presence with institutions like the University of Toledo. Coleman 
sees immense potential in identifying and engaging young people, ensur-
ing they feel valued and invested in their city. “When young people stay in 
the city, they’re going to start businesses, start families, and create jobs,” 
he explained, painting a picture of a vibrant future.

The Canvas of Community
The conversation with past Mayor Michael Coleman was not just about 

one man’s legacy; it was a broader call to action for cities everywhere. By 
fostering collaboration, supporting the arts, and empowering communities, 
we can create environments where every voice matters and every dream 
���	���	���������	��	�������


In a world that can sometimes feel overwhelming, Coleman’s story re-
minds us that change is possible. Just as an artist approaches a blank can-
vas, we all have the power to contribute to the masterpiece that is our 
community. With hope, determination, and a commitment to unity, we can 
nurture our cities and create spaces where everyone can thrive.

Watch the AALP Interview w/Mayor Michael Coleman on Facebook.
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Or ask for Glass City financing 
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Deborah Barnett, N-Sync LLC

Getting Your Affairs in Order
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter
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...continued on page 14

Toledo’s Black Wall Street Community 
Development: Media Outlets Take Action to 
Rebuild Economic Power
By Carla Thomas

Special to The Truth

What’s in a name? While many adopt the title “Black Wall Street” , the once 
thriving African American business district in the early 20th century, as a sym-
bol of prosperity and empowerment, few take actionable steps to live up to that 
legacy.

However, one organization that is making a tangible effort to embody this leg-
acy is Black Wall Street Community Development (BWSCD) which consists of 
three media entities: The Sojourner’s Truth newspaper, Stalwart magazine, and 
WJUC 107.3 The Juice radio station. 

For Fletcher Word, publisher of The Sojourner’s Truth, the need for such an 
initiative became clear after years of observing the economic struggles many 
Black-owned businesses in Toledo faced. 

“I realized it years ago when we started compiling lists of businesses to create 
an inclusive online directory of Black-owned businesses,” Word said. “But to re-
ally make an impact, it wasn’t enough to just catalog them—we had to help them 

Organizers of Black Wallstreet 
Community Development with apparel 
Designed by Kristi Knighten owner of 

KK Apparel (middle)

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
be available in your area.  If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-
�����������		
��	��
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���	���������������	��	����
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���������������	��������	�
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CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE

��������	
������

�	��

Crawl Space Service

Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

Marketing Contest Announced at BWSCD Meeting
A marketing contest was announced at Toledo Black Wall Street meeting 

which includes Juice FM 107.3 Grand Prize 1 month radio/online advertising 
package valued at $5,000.

If you weren’t there, we’re making sure you don’t miss it! Toledo Black Wall 
Street media founders are putting their money where their mouth is as they 
encourage and support local business to increase their marketing efforts and 
maximize potential growth. At the Toledo Black Wall Street meeting held last 
Wednesday October 30 at The Truth Colours Gallery, a phenomenal marketing 
competition was announced.

Knowing the importance of incorporating mass media in every business 
plan, Juice FM 107.3 is leading with a Grand Prize Package valued at $5,000. 
Stalwart Magazine added a full page ad & the Sojourner Truth Newspaper is 
adding in as well with a full page ad or its equivalent. A customized apparel 
package from KPK Unlimited is also a part of the Grand Prize Package.

How to enter? Simply submit a 30 second audio or video message promot-
ing your business to TheJuice1073info@gmail.com by midnight Friday, No-
vember 22, 2024. Creativity is the name of the game. Impress the judges! The 
Grand Prize winner will also receive support creating the print components of 
the prize. Included in the Juice FM 107.3 Package are online digital banners 

that click through to the business  
website.

The best part is that all entries are 
eligible for 20 percent off of a $500 
or more one month Juice FM 107.3, 
The Peoples Station, advertising 
campaign.

The exciting thing is that any 
video created can usually provide 
audio needed for the radio commer-
cial and also be shared on Tik Tok, 
YouTube Shorts & Facebook.

So let’s get started!!! Collaborate 

network, support each other, and grow together.” 
That realization led to the formation of Black Wall Street Community Devel-

opment, a collaborative effort among Black-owned media outlets with a shared 
mission to rebuild and empower Toledo’s African American economic commu-
nity.

The BWSCD team, often behind the scenes telling others’ stories, are now tak-
ing an active, hands-on role in bettering their own community. To them, Black 
Wall Street is not just a metaphor; they’re driving real community development 
efforts aimed at rebuilding a thriving African American economic community in 
Toledo, Ohio.

In the heart of Toledo, these three prominent Black-owned media outlets have 
come together with a mission: to revive the spirit of Black Wall Street and em-
power the city’s African American business community. Through collaboration, 

with staff, young people in your life and partnering businesses to help with the 
creative explosion.

For more information contact Toni Battle of Juice FM 107.3 at 313.920.2270. 
Remember, deadline for entries is Friday November 22nd at Midnight. Mul-
tiple entries welcome. Start working on your digital entry today!!!
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Joanne Menefree and Gwen Wyse 
of Tastefully Two Catering and 

Event Planning

NHA, Junction Coalition and Jones Leadership 
Host Halloween Party
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The Neighborhood Health Association (NHA) in partnership with the 
Junction Coalition and Jones Leadership Academy hosted a Halloween 
Party at Cordelia Martin October 26. The free event featured activities, 
food and a trunk or treat for the entire family. 

Shantell Fryson, director of Clinical Supports Services and Patient Ex-
perience, said that the event also featured blood pressure screenings, blood 
sugar screenings, lead testing, cholesterol testing and appointment sched-
uling for new and existing  patients. The clinic included two pediatricians 
and brought fun as well as health awareness to the neighborhood.

The event which was held from 1-4pm hosted over 1000 during the day 
she stated. NHA plans to host the event annually.  

The Halloween party was coordinated by Tastefully Two Catering and 
Event Planning. It included a DJ, bouncy houses, arts and crafts and trunk 
or treat with local vendors and organizations participating and contribut-
ing.

About the Neighborhood Health Association
Neighborhood Health Association ensures access to quality medical care 

for anyone in need. Through effective delivery of services, Neighborhood 
Health Association strives to become a national model of care for the under 
and uninsured in our community-empowering patients through responsive-
ness to their needs and fostering a workplace invigorated with enthusiasm 
for our singular purpose (source: nhainc.org)

Naylani dressed up as a princess for 
the event 
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The Black Wall Street Community Development 
Networking Event
The Truth Staff

The Black Wall Street Community Development, a group of Toledo 
Black business owners, met again on Wednesday, October 30, at The Truth 
Colours Gallery, to mingle, trade information, form collaborative efforts 
and hear several individuals talk about various opportunities for business 
owners.

The Black Wall Street Community Development is a collaborative ef-
fort formed by Toledo’s Black media companies – 107.3 The Juice Radio 
station, The Sojourner’s Truth Newspaper and the Stalwart Magazine – to 
bring Black owned businesses together. The networking, speed funding, 
educational gatherings started in August 2023 and have been ongoing 
since then.

Last week’s event at The Truth Colours Gallery, an art gallery and event 
center operated by resident artist and BWSCD member Nikola Welcome-
Bovell, was opened by Toni Battle, sales manager at The Juice, who con-
ceived the idea of the BWSCD. After her welcome, Fletcher Word, pub-
lisher of The Truth, led the attendees in an introduction session – each 
speaker had the opportunity to explain his or her business or organization 
and what that business offers to the community.

The keynote address was delivered by Robert Smith, executive di-
rector of the African American Legacy Project, who spoke of his or-
ganization’s plan to revitalize the Dorr Street corridor and the inspira-
tion his group and others have received by contact with the efforts of 
the Columbus Ohio planners who did the same though their 20 year 
project.

Crystal Darnell, director of the Department of Diversity, Equality and 
%��������	��+��	��	9����	'����$�	���&�	��	���	�����	���	��+��	��	�����-
taking to grow and strengthen minority-owned businesses.

Stayce Fowler, publisher of Stalwart Magazine, addressed what mem-
bership in the BWSCD will mean in the future – more collaborative op-
portunities, expanded funding connections – and Kristie Knighten of 
KpK Unlimited, LLC, described how group members can interact during 
upcoming BWSCD programming.

Pulling it all together was Shanice Sample of BottlesUp Bartending. 
Sample brought her signature cocktails to the party to the delight of the 

Shanice Sample

Terrie Cook and Debra Hogan

attendees. 
The BWSCD began in August 

2023 with an introductory meet-
ing at 32NINE Studio. Subse-
quently the group has held bi 
monthly networking meetings 
along with a speed funding ses-
sion and a variety of business in-
struction meetings.

The holiday networking mixer 
will be held at the Entrepreneurs 
Club on December 4.

Donnetta Carter and Kristie Knighten

Mike Ivery and Kristie Knighten Rich Hogan and Suzette Cowell

Crystal Darnell and Stayce Fowler Erik Johnson and Debra Sue Toni Battle and Mike IveryAlethea Easterly and Donnetta Carter
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  ... continued on page 11

Take Charge of Tomorrow
By Patrice Powers-Barker, OSU Extension, Lucas County

The Truth Contributor

In the month of November, communities seek to bring attention to dia-
betes as a way to learn more, support others, and take steps to prevent 
diabetes health problems. As we age, we are at higher risk for developing 
diabetes. We cannot do anything about our age or our genetic predisposi-
tion. There are things we can do to help prevent type 2 diabetes, delay 
onset until much later in life or live well with a diagnosis of diabetes. 
As with many health conditions, the recommendations are to maintain a 
healthy weight, get enough sleep, avoid a sedentary lifestyle, and avoid 
smoking. The good news is that by making these healthy choices, we can 
help prevent diabetes and related health problems. 

Please note that these health recommendations are important for ev-
eryone, not just those who have been diagnosed with diabetes. The Na-
tional Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and Kidney Diseases recom-
mends:

• Manage your blood glucose, blood pressure, and cholesterol lev-
els. A1C is the test that is used to measure average blood glucose levels 
(sometimes called blood sugar levels). Some people with diabetes also 
use devices to track their blood glucose throughout the day and night. 
Work with your health care professionals to know where your personal 
blood glucose, blood pressure and cholesterol levels should be.  

• Take your medicines on time. Even if you feel OK, don’t skip taking 
prescribed medications. If that’s a challenge for you, talk with your doc-
tor or pharmacist for advice. 

• Reach or maintain a healthy weight. A healthy weight and active 
lifestyle can help with many health conditions. If you have problems with 
physical movement, ask your doctor for advice and recommendations like 

chair exercises or other ways to be physically active. 
• Take care of your mental health. We know that mind-body health 

goes hand-in-hand. Like other medical conditions, a diagnosis of dia-
betes can be challenging. It is perfectly normal to feel overwhelmed or 
down or sad. There are healthy ways to cope with stress. Don’t be afraid 
to meet with a counselor or to seek out a support group. 

• Work with your health care team. Your health care team might 
include many or all of these people: primary care provider, specialists, 
����������	����������	�����+��	���
����	���������	������	������	���&��
	%�	
there is an area where you need extra assistance, please ask your current 
team members about additional resources and professionals that can help. 

• Take small steps towards healthy habits. Start slow with new habits 
and move forward from there. Decide how to increase physical activity 
or plan healthy meals. Look at your sleep patterns and decide if you need 
a new routine. You don’t have to do it all at once but remember that these 
habits can make a positive difference. 

Foods, meals and recipes can be an important part of living a healthy 
life. For those with diabetes, monitoring and managing blood sugar levels 
are important. Food can help with this when people eat the right amount 
of foods at the right times so that their blood sugar stays within target 
range. Work with your dietitian or diabetes educator to create a healthy 
eating plan to make it easier to eat well.

The following foods are highlighted by the American Diabetes Associa-
����
	;����	�����		���	����	��	���������	���������	������������	���	+
��	
that are good for overall health and may also help prevent disease. How 
many of them can you enjoy this week? 

Beans - Kidney, pinto, navy or black beans are packed with vitamins 
and minerals such as magnesium and potassium. They are very high in 
+
��	 ���
	 >����	 ��	 �������	 ���
��$�������	 
��	 �	 ���	 ����	 ��������	 ��	
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Take Charge of Tomorrow... continued from page 10

A Mental Health Moment

November: International Stress Awareness Day     
By Bernadette Joy Graham, MA, LPCC, LLC   

The Truth Contributor

Each month is dedicated to many causes and issues.  
The month of November focuses on many but when 
it comes to mental health, the greatest focus is on In-
ternational Stress Awareness Day which occurs on the 
+���	��������$	��	����	}����
��
		�����	����	�����-
ment can be very misleading as we all face stressful 
situations in our lives often on a daily basis, it is im-
portant to bring this cause to the forefront as how it 
relates to mental health.  

;��	 �����	 ]�����	 !�����`�����	 5�]!7	 ��+���	
stress as a state of worry or mental tension caused by 
���+����	����������
			"�����	���	
�	��+���	��	�	�����	��	����$	��	������	
�������	������	
$	���+����	������	�����������	����������
	�����	������	��	
�	�������	�����	 ���������	������	��+����	���	��������	���	�����	
�	 ���	
outcome if not dealt with in a healthy manner.  Also, many try to treat 
stress as ghosting a friend as if they pay no attention or respond the issue 
will go away.  

"����	��	������	�����	�������	���������	��+����	����	��	��������	�
����$	
to remember things, concentrating, worrying and anxiety well above one’s 
���������	��������
		!����	�����	���	���������	<	
����	����������	����$�	
agitated, fearful or moody.  Then there are the physical signs such as high 

����	���������	����������	 �������	 �����$������$�	���������	���
�����	
frequent illnesses as colds or other low immunity issues, changes in sex 
drive and even menstrual cycle.  Behavioral signs present often as lack 
of self-care, not making time for things you used to enjoy or relying on 
��
�������	����	��	�����	������	�������	��	����
		"�����	��	������	
$	��-
ternal events, while anxiety is caused by your internal reaction to stress. 
Stress may diminish once the threat or the situation is no longer preva-
lent, whereas anxiety may persist even after the original stressor is gone. 

��������	������	��	��	���������	��	�������`��	���	����&	����&	��	$���	
mind, body and spirit.  Stress will not just magically disappear.  It needs 

��	
�	������+��
		!���	������+��	��&	$�������	���	��	��	���������	$��	���	
then what is in your power to address it.  Feeling stressed before taking 
an exam for school for example is normal.  If you studied or not there 
����	
�	�	�����	��	�������	
��	$��	���	�	������
		!�	���	�����	�����	��	$��	
have been feeling stressed over weeks of pain in your left leg that does 
not seem to be getting better then it’s way overdue for you to see a medi-
cal provider.  Again, there is a choice.  Stressing over the future of your 
�����	����	������	�	
��	����	
��	����
	 	��	���	����	���	
���	���	���	������	
endeavors but again it comes down to choices.  Preparing logical plans 
for our future will allow us much better sleep as opposed to going day in 
and day out hoping for the best with no plan in place.  

Take a mental health moment to assess your stress.  If you are having 
thoughts or feelings of worry that begin to affect your mind and body, 
��&�	 ����	 ����	 ��	 �������	 ���	 ������
	 	����	 ��	 ��	 $���	 �������	 ����	 ��	
not?  Stress factors are the top issues for which many individuals seek out 
mental health professionals.  Take stress seriously.  Many individuals feel 
they have the ability to cope but when you feel unable to cope on your 
own, it’s time to take extra measures.  Friends and family can have some 
good input but often contribute to one’s stress; having a non-biased and 
non-judgmental approach such as a mental health therapist to assist you 
in moving through those times of unknown will create a much healthier 
space.  

“Stress is caused by being ‘here’ but wanting to be ‘there.’” --- Eck-
hart Tolle

�������	�
����

������������ �����	
�������������������������
����-
ance provider and/or visit www.psychologytoday.com   

Bernadette Joy Graham, Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor 
��
�����
��
���
�������������	��
��
����������������
��
�����
�������-
ham.bernadette@gmail.com

If you feel you may be in a mental health crisis, please call 988 or go 
to the nearest emergency room. 

���	 �����	 ��������	 ����	 �����	 
�	 ��	 +��	 ����	 ��	 
������	 ���	 �����
	 ;��	
American Diabetes Association Standards of Medical Care in Diabetes 
����������	 ������	 +��	 5�����$	 ����$	 +��7	 �����	 ���	 ���&	 ���	 ������	
with diabetes. 

Nuts - An ounce of nuts can help in getting key healthy fats along with 
�������	��	������	������
	%�	���������	���$	�����	���������	���	+
��
	
"���	����	���	������	����	��	�������	���	���	������	���	�	����	������	
of omega-3 fatty acids.

�����	������	@	;��	+���	����������	��	���	��
��	������	����	���	����	
{�����|	��	��
	�����	������	���	����	��	��������	���	��������	��&�	�����-
sium, B vitamins, chromium, iron and folate. They are a great source of 
+
��	���
	"���	��������	��	�����	������	���	�����	�����	=������	�����	
grain barley and farro.  

Milk and yogurt - You may have heard that milk and yogurt can help 
build strong bones and teeth. In addition to calcium, many milk and yo-
����	 ��������	 ���	 �����+��	 ��	 ��&�	 ����	 �	 ����	 ������	 ��	 �������	 :
	
More research is emerging on the connection between vitamin D and 
good health. Milk and yogurt do contain carbohydrate that will be a fac-
tor in meal planning when you have diabetes. Look for yogurt products 
that are lower in fat and added sugar.

%����������	���	����	�������	���	����	}�������	%���������	��	]������	'��-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, and the American Diabetes As-
sociation. 

much protein as an ounce of meat without the saturated fat. 
Dark green leafy vegetables - Spinach, collards and kale are dark green 

leafy vegetables packed with vitamins and minerals such as vitamins A, 
C, E and K, iron, calcium and potassium. These powerhouse foods are 
low in calories and carbohydrates too. Try adding dark leafy vegetables 
to salads, soups and stews. 

Citrus fruit - Grapefruits, oranges, lemons and limes or pick your fa-
�������	��	���	����	��	$���	����$	����	��	+
���	�������	'�	������	���	�����-
sium.

Berries - blueberries, strawberries or others  are all packed with anti-
���������	��������	���	+
��
	>������	���	
�	�	�����	������	��	������$	$���	
�����	�����	���	���$	�������	��	�����	
���+�	��	�������	'�	�������	��	
����������	���������	���	+
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Tomatoes - no matter how you like your tomatoes, pureed, raw, or in a 
sauce, you’re eating vital nutrients like vitamin C, vitamin E and potas-
sium.

Fish high in omega-3 fatty acids may help to reduce the risk of heart 
�������	���	�����������
	����	����	��	�����	������$	����	���	���������	
��������	��	��	{����$	+��
|	"�����	��	����	&����	��	����	�����
	!����	+��	
high in omega-3 are herring, sardines, mackerel, trout and albacore tuna. 
'�����	 +��	 ����	 ��	 
�������	 
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Understanding that every patient and Understanding that every patient and 
family is unique, our experienced team of  family is unique, our experienced team of  
experts provides specialized medical care experts provides specialized medical care 
as well as emotional and spiritual support as well as emotional and spiritual support 
����������	
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guidance are provided in the home, a nursing guidance are provided in the home, a nursing 
home, assisted living facility or one of  our home, assisted living facility or one of  our 
��		���
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�	�����		���
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�������
	��	
�	���

As a community-based organization with As a community-based organization with 
more than 40 years of  experience, no one is more than 40 years of  experience, no one is 
ever turned away due to complexity of  care ever turned away due to complexity of  care 
����
�������������������
���������������
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ProMedica Community Events in November
ProMedica will offer the following community events in November:
ProMedica Weight Loss Surgery Support Group - The ProMedica Weight 

Loss Surgery Support Group is for patients who have had weight loss surgery 
or for community members who would like more information about weight 
����	������$
	;��	�����	�����	���	+���	\����$	��	����$	�����	��	���	3��\���-
ca Health & Wellness Center, Education Conference Rooms 1 & 2 (5700 Mon-
roe Street, Sylvania OH 43560) beginning at 6 p.m. No registration is required.

Nov. 6, 2024 - Multiple Sclerosis (MS) Support Group - The Multiple Scle-
rosis (MS) Support Group is supported by the National MS Society. The sup-
port group will take place at the ProMedica Neurosciences Center (2130 W. 
Central Avenue, Toledo, OH 43606) beginning at 6 p.m. The group is also open 
to friends and family. No registration is required.

Nov. 14, 2024 - Neurosciences Therapy Open House - The Neurosciences 
Therapy Open House will take place at the ProMedica Neurosciences Center 
(2130 Central Ave, Toledo, OH 43606) from 4:30 - 6 p.m. Meet and interact 
with specially trained physical therapists, occupational therapists and speech 
therapists that specialize in treating neurologic diseases. Attendees can tour the 
therapy gym and learn about different exercises and treatment plans. This event 
is open to the public and offered by the ProMedica Stroke Support Group, Pro-
Medica Multiple Sclerosis Support Group and the ProMedica Critical Illness 
Support Group. Registration is not required.

Nov. 19, 2024 - Women’s Cancer Support Group - The Women’s Cancer 
Support Group is a gathering of women who have a cancer diagnosis. It is a 
safe harbor to come to give or receive support. The group provides education, 
encouragement and sharing in an informal social environment. Meetings are 
on the third Tuesday of every month at ProMedica Monroe Regional Hospi-
tal’s main campus, 4th Floor Conference Room A - 6:45 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.

Nov. 20, 2024 - Chronic Illness Peer Support Group - The Chronic Illness 
Peer Support Group provides an opportunity to engage with others to share 
experiences, wisdom, skills, and resources that can help in navigating your 
journey through chronic illness. The support group will take place at the Pro-

Medica Neurosciences Center (2130 W. Central Avenue, Toledo, OH 43606) 
beginning at 6 p.m. The group is also open to friends and family. No registra-
tion is required.

Central State University 
College Preview Day 
’24 Offers On-the-spot
Acceptance for 
Eligible High School 
Students  
Special to The Truth

Central State University has announced its College Preview Day, set for 9 
a.m. to 1 p.m. Nov. 9 at Madison W. Beacom/Gaston F. Lewis Gymnasium on 
the CSU campus.

Check-in begins at 8 a.m. This is a fantastic opportunity for prospective stu-
dents and their families to explore all that Central State has to offer as a Des-
tination Learning Environment. CSU is Ohio’s only public Historically Black 
College or University (HBCU) and 1890 Land-Grant Institution.  

What to expect  
This year’s College Preview Day promises to be a memorable experience 

with on-the-spot acceptance for those who qualify, contingent upon maintain-
ing the academic requirements of Central State University. This initiative aims 
to streamline the admissions process and provide immediate feedback to stu-
dents. Registration [1] includes a light continental breakfast and a ticket to the 
Marauders football game against rival Kentucky State University, ensuring a 
���@+����	��$	���	���������
		

"�������	���	����������	��	
����	�����	��+����	����	������	��	�������	����-
scripts. “College Preview Day is a sneak preview for all those students who 
will make Central State their home,” said Dr. Tammi Love, director of the 
!�+��	��	����������	 ���	#����������
	 {%	 ��	���+����	 ����	����	 ��������	
and families step foot on our campus, they will feel the sense of family and 
the intentional effort from our faculty and staff to walk alongside them as they 
press toward their goal.”  

Activities throughout the day include academic showcases, where attend-
ees can disperse to colleges of their choice for Q&A sessions and interactive 
��
	������������	�����������	��������	��	�����������	+�������	���	���	������	
life; an overview of academic programs (including speakers from departments 
such as the Honors College); and a meet-and-greet with faculty, staff and cur-
rent students. Students will see the Marauders football team go against their 
big rival, Kentucky State University.  

“The excitement for College Preview Day continues to build,” Love said. 
“The passion and outreach from our Admissions team and campus community, 
the commitment of our alumni, and the support from the community at large 
are pivotal to this day’s success.”    

Connect and engage  
Teria Jewett, assistant director of Orientation, Campus Experience and 

Transfer Students, emphasizes the importance of this event for prospective 
students: “College Preview Day is an exciting time for students and their fami-
lies. It allows them to connect with faculty, staff and students. They can speak 
to organizations and see some of the activities offered.”  

;���	����	
�	��������	+���	'������	3������	:�$
		
“I think I am as excited as the students and families who have reached out 

to me,” she said. “School leaders have expressed their enthusiasm about the 
variety of experiences their students will receive by attending the College Pre-
view Day.”  

Registration details  
���	����������	������������	�������	'������	"������	!�+��	��	����������	��	

937-376-6249 or admissions@centralstate.edu.  
For more information about Central State University, visit centralstate.edu/

admissions.  
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Deltas... continued from page 16

c. 2024
Disney Editions

$25.99
364 pages

Groundbreaking Magic author

Groundbreaking Magic: A Black Woman’s 
Journey Through the Happiest Place on Earth 
by Martha Blanding with Tim O’Day
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Your dream job is still a job.
You still must be there on time, looking present-

able and ready to go. You can love the work and dis-
like your coworkers, embrace the challenge but hate 
the drudge, enjoy the process but dread the politics. 
And in the new book, Groundbreaking Magic by 
Martha Blanding with Tim O’Day, you can relish your unique employment 
and still have to represent.

On the day she retired from a job she’d had for half a century, Martha Bland-
ing took a tour of her workplace as she took stock of the years. 

Her parents, who’d lived under Jim Crow in their younger days, wouldn’t 
have believed the changes Blanding helped make. 

Born in 1950, she’d watched Disney programming on television; living in 
South Central Los Angeles, she had been aware of the construction of Disney-
����	����
$
	"��	�������	���	���&	���	���	+���	����	����	���	���	�����	$����	
old.

Needing money for college in the early 1970s, Blanding applied for a job at 
Disneyland and was told that they had no employment available – even though 
she’d seen postings for job openings. Some weeks later, her roommate encour-
aged Blanding to re-apply.

Reluctantly, she did. And that time, she was hired to work in the kitchen but 

�����	���	+���	��$	��	���	/�
�	>�������	���	������	��	�	����	�����	���	�����	
training at “Disney University.” Due to her stellar work ethic, she was later 
promoted to VIP guide; over the years, she moved up the ladder to series of 
positions that made use of her managerial and promotional skills. 

As time passed and the Civil Rights 
Movement made strides in America, 
so did Blanding at Disney. She became 
a gentle activist, so that other minority 
workers had opportunities to be Cast 
\��
����	��+��	������	���	����������


Oftentimes, she said, “...I was the only 
Black girl there” and “there was no hid-
ing...” it. 

None, in fact; instead, she used it to 
everyone’s advantage.

����	 $��	 +���	 �����	 Groundbreaking 
Magic, you know right away that you’re 
in for a sweet, charming story from a hidden-until-now trailblazer. 

You may or may not continue to feel that way.
In this biography, author Martha Blanding (with Tim O’Day) writes about 

creating equality in one small corner of an iconic business, and the story’s told 
from a POV that’s unique, engaging, and interesting. Fans of Disney will truly 
enjoy backstage peeks and insider info that takes readers through the decades 
and to various Disney locales.

What’s not so interesting is that the authors seem to mention every-single-
one they worked with, including everyday people who are long gone or that 
you’ll probably never meet. That isn’t initially the distraction it becomes later 
but as the abundance of names grows thicker, don’t be surprised if your atten-
tion lags.

If you’re business-minded, then, and want to read about a corporation chang-
ing with the times, you may eventually be disappointed in Groundbreaking 
Magic. Read it for the personal parts though, especially if you’re a Disney fan, 
and it’s a dream story.
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and the dangers of social media,” said McCaster. “Because knowledge is em-
powering. I hope girls also feel inspired by their future.”

International Day of the Girl Child was established by the United Nations 
and recognized annually on October 11th. The day highlights the need to ad-
dress the issues of gender inequality, promote girls’ empowerment, and advo-
cate for the fundamental human rights of girls.
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Cynthia Savage

Black Wall Street... continued from page 7

Pathway, Inc. of Lucas County Appoints Cynthia 
��������	��
��	��
��	����	�����	�����	�

Pathway, Inc., a leading agency in Lucas County dedicated to providing es-
sential community resources and support, proudly announces Cynthia E. Sav-
���	��	���	���	'����	���������	!�+���
	'$�����	�����������	����	����	����	���-
lowing her impactful three-year tenure as Director of Community Resources. 
In that capacity, she demonstrated a strong commitment to client advocacy and 
community engagement, but ensuring the continuity of these values within the 
organization. 

With over a decade of experience in community resource and organization 
development, Cynthia brings deep expertise and a comprehensive understand-
ing of Lucas County’s unique challenges and opportunities. Her extensive ex-
��������	����������	���+�����	��	���	�
����$	��	����	3�����$�	%��
	������	���	
�������	��	���������	����@���+�����$�	������	��	����������	���	����������	�����-
tic support for all clients.

 “I am honored to step into this new role and am eager to work alongside the 
dedicated Pathway, Inc. team,” said Savage. “Together, we will strengthen our 
connection with our clients, adapt to their evolving needs, and enhance our 
community outreach across Lucas County. My vision is to ensure Pathway, 
Inc. serves as an accessible and impactful resource for every resident we sup-
port.” 

Cynthia’s strategic priorities will include expanding outreach initiatives 
throughout Lucas County, strengthening community partnerships, and provid-
ing innovative programs to equip every individual and family with the resourc-
es necessary for success.

 Pathway, Inc. is the designated Community Action Agency in Lucas County. 
It is dedicated to assisting individuals and families by providing essential ser-
vices, resources, and programs that empower people to reach their full poten-
tial. Since 1965, Pathway, Inc. has been committed to fostering a supportive, 
inclusive community through education, empowerment, and advocacy.

mentorship, and resource sharing, the media leaders are working to recreate the 
success of the original Black Wall Street of Tulsa, Oklahoma—a symbol of resil-
ience, entrepreneurship, and community that still holds powerful meaning today.

Historically, Black Wall Street was a community in Tulsa, Oklahoma, known 
for its prosperous Black-owned businesses in the early 20th century. It repre-
������	 ��������	 ����@���+�����$	 ���	 ����������	 ��������	 ���$	 ��	 
�	 ��������$	
destroyed during the 1921 Tulsa Race Massacre. That legacy, however, has en-
dured as a symbol of what can be achieved through collaboration and commu-
nity support. The media leaders behind Toledo’s Black Wall Street Community 
Development aim to emulate that spirit.

{;��	����	�>���&	����	"������	��	�	���������	��	����	���	
����	��	;������	
community that helped each other grow despite immense challenges. It’s not 
just a reference to the past; it’s a model for what we aim to do here,” said Word.

 While Tulsa’s Black Wall Street was a geographically concentrated commu-
nity, today’s economic landscape is vastly different, with businesses often rely-
ing on digital tools and global markets. But the underlying principle remains the 
same: collective uplift.

In Toledo, a city with a rich history of Black entrepreneurship, the echoes of 
Black Wall Street resonate deeply. During the 1950s and 60s, Dorr Street served 
as Toledo’s Black downtown, bustling with Black-owned businesses, social 
clubs, and a vibrant community life. 

Toni Battle-Gaines, sales manager at WJUC 107.3 The Juice, remembers the 
era well. “Toledo was a good example in the 60s when we were centered around 
Dorr St. I witnessed my father’s business, Unity Beauty and Barber Supply, ex-
periencing a lot of success,” she recalled. “But today, businesses are scattered 
across the city, and some are even looking beyond local markets for customers. 
The need to build a communication network for our businesses to thrive was 
clear.”

The transformation of Dorr Street from a vibrant, walkable, community hub 
����	�	+��@����	������������	���	��	��
��	�������	���/����	�����	�	�����+����	
blow to Toledo’s Black community. In many ways, Toledo’s Black Wall Street 
initiative is an effort to recapture that sense of unity and shared prosperity, albeit 
in a different era.

Battle-Gaines emphasized the role of media in this effort. “The same collabo-
ration theory applies to media outlets. We are a powerful voice in the community 
that is available to other businesses to communicate their value proposition,” 
she said. “How many cities today have a Black-owned radio station, newspaper, 
and magazine? It’s rare. But it’s also an incredible asset for other Black-owned 
businesses.” 

For Battle-Gaines, the power of Toledo’s media collaboration lies in its ability 
to amplify Black businesses’ voices, offer education and training, and build a 
network of mutual support.

Central to Black Wall Street Community Development’s mission is ensuring 

that Toledo’s Black business owners have access to the resources, training, and 
networking opportunities they need to succeed. Word sees this as a crucial aspect 
of economic empowerment. 

“The success of the business community directly impacts the needs and aspira-
tions of the local community,” he explained. “By keeping money in the commu-
nity, by growing wealth here, we open up job and investment opportunities. It’s 
�
���	��������	�	�$���	��	���������$	����	
���+��	����$���
|

!��	��	���	������`�������	+���	��/��	�����������	���	�	{"����	�������|	�����	
held as part of the Juneteenth Celebration. During this event, local Black busi-
ness owners had the opportunity to connect with potential investors and learn 
about funding opportunities. But the event also revealed a critical gap: many of 
the participants lacked essential business training, particularly in areas like ac-
��������	���	+�������	����������
	

“We rose to the challenge of addressing those gaps,” Battle-Gaines said. 
“Black Wall Street members with expertise stepped up to coach and train. We 
also aligned ourselves with other organizations like The Entrepreneurs Club and 
Ternion Training and Education Center for additional support.”

The initiative’s efforts have been well received, and there’s a clear hunger in 
the community for more. Battle-Gaines explained, “The response has been very 
positive. Businesses want more of the same—more training, more opportunities 
to connect, more chances to grow.”

Looking forward, Black Wall Street Community Development has both short- 
and long-term goals to build on this momentum. 

“In the short term, we want to offer more impactful training and support,” 
Battle-Gaines said. “Long term, we’re aiming for stronger collaboration and for 
���	���
���	��	
�	�
��	��	������	+�������	���������	��	�	������	�����	
������	
they’re better prepared.” 

The organization’s leaders are also excited about upcoming projects, though 
Battle-Gaines teased that some of these initiatives are still under wraps. “Stay 
tuned,” she said with a smile.

In many ways, Black Wall Street Community Development represents a mod-
ern reimagining of the principles that guided the original Black Wall Street of the 
�����
	;��	�����	��	�����
��������	������	��������	���	��������	����@���+����-
cy remains central. 

{;��	����������	�����+�����	 ��	 ��������	 ��	���	������	 ��	�������	����	 �����	
������������	������������	������	���$	���+����	������|	����	����
	{>��	����	����	
about addressing the contemporary issues our community faces today.”

For Toledo’s Black Wall Street leaders, the future is bright. They’ve laid the 
foundation, but the real work is just beginning. 

“We are not simply Black-owned businesses,” Battle-Gaines said proudly. 
“We are successful businesses that happen to be Black owned.” 

With that spirit of resilience and determination, Toledo’s Black Wall Street 
Community Development is poised to make a lasting impact on the city’s Afri-
can American business community and beyond.
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ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places a high value on diversity 
in our workplace, including diversity in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, and physical ability. We strive to create an environment welcoming 
to all individuals and we encourage applications from individuals traditionally 
underrepresented in the legal profession. Applicants requiring accommoda-
tion for the interview/application process should contact the recruitment coor-
dinator at hrteam@ablelaw.org.

PUBLIC BID ADVERTISEMENT (ELECTRONIC BIDDING)
STATE OF OHIO STANDARD FORMS AND 
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Domestic steel use is required per ORC 153.011.
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MINORITY COMMUNITIES ENGAGEMENT
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Deltas Celebrate 
International Day of 
the Girl Child
By Tricia Hall
The Truth Reporter

Brandon “Sax B” Monford

...continued on page 13

NAACP Toledo 
Chapter Honors and 
Celebrates Community 
Changemakers
By Alexandria Leatherberry
The Truth Reporter

Frances Amison reminisces on her 
participation in the impact of NAACP 

Kristian Brown of 13abc, opens 
the presentation of Honors with 

President, Rev. Willie Perryman Jr., 
Vice President, Micheal Alexander Sr., 

and Honoree, Debra R. Brown

Romules Durant, TPS 
Superintendent, accepts his 

award
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The ladies of Delta Sigma Theta Sorority, Inc. Toledo Chapter’s Interna-
tional Awareness and Involvement Committee in collaboration with Delta 
GEMS, Delta Academy and Groomed for Greatness celebrated International 
Day of the Girl Child on Saturday, October 26, 2024. The 2024 themes were, 
“Digital Generation, Our Generation,” and “Girls’ Vision for the Future.” 

“This International sorority initiative is to recognize International Day 
of the Girl Child,” said Michelle McCaster, committee chair. “All chapters 
were asked to recognize this occasion because girls all over the world are 
facing disparities. There are girls forced into early marriage, dealing with 
improper hygiene and don’t have the right to vote.”

Participants collectively created a Girls’ Bill of Rights that was displayed. 
The attendees enjoyed a culinary feast from around all seven continents. The 
menu included: fried rice to represent Asia, Jollof rice and fried chicken to 
represent Africa, slushes to represent Antarctica, pizza to represent North 
America, empanadas and guaraná to represent South America, macarons to 
represent Europe, and koala bear cupcakes to represent Australia. 

Attendees also played a jeopardy game that focused on culture, technol-
ogy, music and social media and closed out the afternoon by writing down 

“I hope girls leave here with knowledge about the positive of digital tech 

NAACP Toledo Branch held their 109th Annual Freedom Fund Celebration 
banquet on October 26, 2024. Members and supporters gathered for a night to 

-
sion NAACP. Kirstian Brown of 13abc led the guests through the night of events 
to celebrate the esteemed contributions. There were live jazz selections by Bran-
don “Sax B” Monford that moved the room to enjoy the night of fellowship, 
recognition of advancement, and a soulful buffet provided by We B Ribs. 

Honorees included Romules Durant, EdD; Debra Brown; WilliAnn Moore; 
Frances Amison; Ohio Unity Coalition, and a surprise honoree presented with 
the Daisey LaRose Huff Citizenship Award, granddaughter of Ms. Huff, Char-
lotte M. Jones. 

The Freedom Fund Celebration banquet raised approximately $50,000 to 
fund initiatives that promote the advancement of political, educational, so-
cial, and economic equality. Especially for programs such as ACT-SO, the 
NAACP’s yearlong achievement program for high academic and cultural 
achievement among African-American high school students. 

Chapter President Rev. Willie Perryman Jr., and Vice President Micheal Al-
exander Sr. shared gifts from the sponsors as they presented the awards and 


