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Team Black Diamond Holds Exquisite Gem 
Award Dinner
Special to The Truth

On the evening of Sunday, October 6, 2024, Team Black Diamond held its 
second Exquisite Gem Award Dinner at the Blue Gill Fisherman Club and rec-
ognized three recent breast cancer survivors. 

The 2024 Exquisite Gem Awardees were: Annissa Floure, Kim Highsmith 
and Sylvia Lewis. The ladies were each presented with a monetary donation, 
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humbled and very appreciative of this honor. 

A full dinner was served to each awardee, along with invited family, friends 
and Team Black Diamond members. Team Black Diamond was formed by a 
breast cancer survivor, Monica Riley, with the intent of bringing awareness to 

African American women regarding breast cancer, breast care and the impor-
tance of selfcare, mammograms and breast screenings. 

Team Black Diamond will continue to support and uplift African American 
women and community members affected by such a devastating disease as 
breast cancer. Team Black is making plans for October 4, 2025 to hold a Pink 
Gala of Elegance formal event, where the Exquisite Gem Award(s) will be 
presented. Save the date on your calendar.

The Team offered special thanks to Steve and Wanda Galloway, Sonia At-
kins, Tasha Walker, Trenene Smith, James Boatman and Majical Moments 
(Phyllis Stuart)
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... continued on page 6

With less than two weeks remaining in the 2024 election season, you can 
almost cut the tension in the air with a knife, and it’s not just a national 
phenomenon. Once comfortably predictable, local races have become tight, 
dramatic and, in many cases, impossible to forecast, making many local 
politicians extremely uncomfortable. 

Whether due to economic anxiety, voter fatigue, or decision paralysis re-
sulting from the constant bombarding of political ads, social media posts, 
and campaign outreach, shifting political winds are converging in a way that 
makes this election feel different. Nothing is guaranteed as the votes roll in, 
and even the safest races could be upended.

The Marcy Kaptur Dilemma: End of an Era?
One of the most striking examples of uncertainty is Ohio’s 9th District 

congressional race between long-serving Democrat Marcy Kaptur and her 
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is truly up for grabs. Although Kaptur has a narrow lead in recent polling, 
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outcome could determine control of the U.S. House of Representatives. Yet 
the contest is so tight that it’s impossible to predict a clear winner even at 
the 11th hour.

Yet, even as voters head to the polls, they grapple with rising costs despite 
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economic anxiety plays directly into Merrin’s message for change, making 
the once-safe Kaptur seat a toss-up. Kaptur’s decades of service and connec-
tions to bountiful federal resources and demonstrated ability to bring them 
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in an environment where many voters crave something new.

Tax-Levy Hesitation
While Lucas County’s congressional race is one headline, the local tax 

levies may be the most precarious aspect of this election. The rule of thumb 
has always been that levies never lose in election years in Lucas County, and 
no one remembers the last time it happened. However, the current economic 
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hesitation among voters, and levies that usually sail through could be facing 
their toughest battles yet.

With local media constantly highlighting the pinch of rising prices, voters 
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tion to be within normal bounds. 

In addition, with the repetition of negative ads drilling the misleading mes-
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requests for new money could fail. The other challenge for tax measure pro-
ponents is getting their story out in an environment where there’s so much 
noise just about the presidential, senatorial and congressional elections, es-

Old Grandpa at the 
Dinner Table
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

There you are. It is Thanksgiving Dinner at your 
home and the table is lavishly set with all the usual 
trimmings and festive décor. You got mom’s fabled 
mac n’ cheese, fresh cranberry compote, homemade 
potato rolls, sweet potatoes, broiled Brussel sprouts, 
cornbread dressing with sausage, two turkeys and a 
sizzling ham studded with cloves and Aunt Mandy’s 
obligatory Jell-O fruit mold.

All 18 guests are assembled. The football game is 
playing in the background and then, at the front door, enters Grandpa Ber-
ry dressed in overalls and carrying his gallon jug of homemade Moonshine, 
straight from the hollers of Tennessee.

 Grandpa grins and shouts to all, “Hey, hey looka here, Grandpa Berry has 
brought the cheer!”

Cousins, uncles, nieces and nephews give each other that “look” knowing 
what is about to happen. Grandpa is about to take the room over with his antics,  
stories, lies and everyone will dutifully laugh and smile at his quirks and boast-
ing that he has the best brain in the house!

Your dad and mom quickly intervene and tells everyone to take their seats 
before the blessing and then the “please pass the (insert here whatever is being 
served)” rituals begin.

Everyone is hoping against hope that Grandpa Berry will take a middle seat 
at the long table but, no, he deftly claims one of the end seats with a spry move 
that blocks out his eldest son, Raymond.

 No one is surprised because that is what Grandpa Berry does at all the family 
gatherings…he takes the limelight and with his body language, quietly dares 
anyone to challenge him.

No one does. Because, truth be known, Grandpa Berry has enough money 
to buy the county and everyone one in it. Grandpa made a killing in the stock 
market buying shares of no name stocks; and in a matter of years, his fortunes  
on paper would cause one’s eyes to go blurry. 

Yeah, he was THAT rich and he was one not to let you forget it. Everyone 
one at that table owed a debt of some sort to Grandpa, be it money to buy a 
house, scholarships for the kids and grandkids, business loans for start-ups, 
legal fees paid for the few errant family members; and “secret” payoffs to po-
liticos that now makes them beholden to him.

Grandpa never let you forget who buttered your bread or who caused that 
zoning ordinance to go away when a family member needed a waiver to set 
up a franchise near a residential area. And for his fees? Simple. You support 
him and never speak evil of the devil. When Grandpa dumped on you because 
he believed that you were not supporting his latest endeavors, you smiled 
and swallowed your pride and keep on stepping, knowing that taking a stand 
against his inanities would be a losing cause because Grandpa would turn off 
����!
	
�
	����
�������
�&���
����	���	
��������7�	
��
��������
������������

So, you suffered in silence, as everyone else did and you licked your emo-

Too Close for
Comfort
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

A vote is a kind of prayer about the kind of 
world we want to live in.   
                         - Rev. Dr. William Barber

... continued on page 12
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Community Calendar
October 23
Poetry, Prompts & Pens: Workshop for older adults ready to write poetry; West 
Toledo Library; 11 am to 12:30 pm: 419-259-5290

October 27
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church 95th Church Anniversary: 4 pm; Guest 
speaker Pastor Melvin Barnes of Greater Faith Fellowship Church

October 28
Councilman John Hobbs III Town Hall Meeting: Resurrection Baptist Church; 
6 pm; With Romules Durant, EdD, TPS Superintendent and Keith Dawson, TPS 
Consultant

November 3
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Toledo Community Choir

November 12
Toledo NAACP Voting: 4 to 8 pm via Election Buddy
Toledo NAACP General Membership meeting: Jerusalem Baptist Church; 7 pm

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

NMLS 403044 
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Mona Al-Hayani

Romules Durant, superintendent/CEO of 
Ohio’s Toledo Public Schools, received recog-
nition as the 2024 Urban Educator of the Year 
at the Council of the Great City Schools’ 68th 
Annual Fall Conference. 

Five big-city school superintendents compet-
ed for the nation’s highest honor in urban edu-
cation leadership, recognizing, in alternating 
years, an outstanding superintendent and school 
board member from one of the 78 largest urban 
public-school systems in the country. 

Toledo Schools Superintendent Named 
Urban Educator of the Year   
Special to The Truth

As the recipient of 
the 2024 Green-Gar-
ner Award, Durant 
receives a $10,000 
college scholarship 
to present to a stu-
dent in Toledo Public 
Schools. 

In addition, a second 
major award was giv-
en out by the Council 
to Mona Al-Hayani, a 
veteran history teacher 

Urban school leaders applauded Durant during the Council’s 35th An-
nual Green-Garner Award Banquet, where he received the prestigious 
leadership award. Sponsored by the Council and Scholastic, the global 
children’s publishing, education, and media company, the top prize is 
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American chancellor of the New York City school system, and business-
man Edward Garner, who served on the Denver school board. 

A graduate of the Toledo school system, Durant has served as super-
intendent for 11 years, making him the longest serving superintendent 
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levy campaigns, graduation rates have increased and gifted services for 
elementary students and Advanced Placement courses for high school 
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high schools, including the new Toledo PreMedical Science and Health 
Science Academy, a school that focuses on preparing students for careers 
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“Romules Durant has been a transformational leader and a tireless ad-
vocate for students in Toledo Public Schools to become college and ca-
reer ready graduates,” said Council Executive Director Ray Hart. “His 
passion for excellence in his 11 years of steady leadership has shown all 
of us in urban education what is possible. Our sincere congratulations to 
Romules and Toledo!” 

at Toledo Early College and a graduate of Rogers High School. Al-Hay-
ani received the 2024 Queen Smith Award at a breakfast last week in Dal-
las, accepting on behalf of all TPS teachers and urban educators across 
the country. The Council and McGraw-Hill Education present this award 
each year in the name of the late Queen Smith, whose life represented 
honor, excellence, and commitment to urban public education. 
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Superintendent of the Year and Teacher of the Year from the same district. 

TPS Superintendent Romules Durant, EdD

TPS Receives a National 
Award for Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion 

Last week, at the American Association of School Personnel Adminis-
trators national conference in Seattle, Toledo Public Schools received the 
AASPA’s William L. Hunter Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Award.

This distinction recognizes Toledo Public Schools for making outstand-
ing contributions through the implementation of innovative and compre-
hensive teacher development programs, primarily focused on strategies 
designed to increase the number of teachers of color. 

TPS announced that they are proud to receive this award and thanked 
its staff for their outstanding work related to diversity, equity and inclu-
sion efforts within the district.    
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Kelly Coash Johnson, AASPA Executive Di
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...continued on page 6

Diversifying the Saddle: The Importance of 
Representation in Equestrian Culture
By Asia Nail
The Truth Reporter

When you think of cowboys, what comes to mind? Wide-open spaces, las-
�����&

���	
������	���	�����	

��&�����������
��
�

��	��������^����	���&���
�������
�
�����������	�������

�������	�����_ Alan Durden, CEO 	
�����
����
of Just Doing God’s Work��
��	�^�	��������&���	
�

�������	
���	����������
�`�����
	
�������� 	
���
�� ����&� 
�� �
����� ���
�
�
���� 


��	�
�
�� 	
�� 	������
����
���
������
�

���	���

A Unique Perspective
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Black History in the horse industry
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Education & Training
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Teaching and Healing Through Horses
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Tolliver... continued from page 3

I live by,” he states. By sharing his knowledge and experience, he is paving the 
way for future generations of black equestrians.

/
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dent at Yale and celebrated graduate of the University of Toledo, she has re-
ceived multiple awards for her dedication. Alan beams with pride when he 
talks about her accomplishments, saying, “My sister is the only person from 
my childhood who followed through with the things she said she wanted to 
do. I am so proud of her. She’s an amazing role model and big sister.” 

It’s clear that this family values hard work and education, setting a blazing 
trail for others to follow.

The Impact of Mentorship
�����
+��
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munity, demonstrating that horses offer more than just recreation; they serve 
as powerful tools for healing and empowerment. “Being able to reach people 
through horses is amazing. Every experience is a journey,” he expresses, show-
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As you think about your own experiences, who has been a mentor for you? 
Durden’s work reminds us of the importance of mentorship and representa-
�
�
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culture.

Looking to the Future
Alan Durden is not just a Black cowboy; he is a trailblazer. With his horse toy 

set to hit the market soon, his journey is just beginning. He is transforming the 
equestrian industry, proving that one person can leave a lasting impact on many.

As Durden continues to break barriers and inspire others, his story serves as 
	�������������
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�
we each contribute to making our communities more inclusive? Whether it’s 

tional wounds in private with the others in the extended family that smiled in 
public but in private railed against the day that Grandpa Berry seemingly went 
to the dark side and dared you to confront him, or else.

When Grandpa Berry was not around touting his wealth and contacts, you 
realized the similarities of Grandpa Berry and Donald Trump. Both were nar-
cissists and devoid of any empathy towards anyone; and the slightest criticism 
could cause you to be “written out of the will.”

You hung in there thinking that things would be better for you or that the 
family members would rally as one and stand up to grandpa but in your heart 
of hearts, you knew that was a pipedream.

You went too long being a coward towards grandpa and he smelled the cow-
ardice coming off you like a cheap two-dollar perfume. You made excuses for 
grandpa’s erratic behavior including the time that he came onto your property 
and had three trees cut down because he did not like that they were too close 
together.

#�������
�����	�������
���&�������
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��������&����	
�������
home, without paying, three Armani suits totaling over $6,000 in value. You 
did not ask for payment because you were afraid that he would call in the loan 
he gave you for the store.

What about the time that he called your brother’s wife, Ethel, a “stupid hen” 
when she forgot to serve the dessert on time. Everyone simply looked down in 
their laps while grandpa ranted on and on about no-class Ethel.

You would think and wonder aloud, at least by now, that Grandpa Berry has 
lost a step or two and he needs to be called out for his uncouth remarks and his 
lack of any empathy for anyone but himself.

It is your perception that his money and how that has allowed himself to be 
intertwined in all family matters, most of which do not concern him, needs to 
called out for the good of all.

Be it in politics or in family life, there comes a time when choosing to remain 
silent when a voice is needed, is cowardness and leads to unhealthy relationships.
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Trump and his naysayers who haves forfeited their values for peace at the din-
ner table and to stay in Trump’s “good graces.” 

You know, sometimes getting the turkey leg is no big deal!
Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

through mentorship, ed-
ucation, or simply shar-
ing stories, we all have 
a role to play. 

May Ashi journey en-
courage us to dream big 
and act boldly, ensuring 
that everyone can have 
a place in the saddle.

Follow OH Stables for 
investment opportunities 
and more information. 

Diversifying The Saddle... continued from page 5
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...continued on page 13

The New ACES Exchange Student Group Are 
Welcomed to America
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

American Cultural Exchange Servic-
es (ACES) hosted their new exchange 
students with an orientation and wel-
coming celebration at the Kent Branch 
Library Oct 12. Thirteen students 
were welcomed to their home stays in 
America for the school year.  The event 
included gift bags, food and refreshments for the students and host families. 
Speakers focused the students and host families on the opportunities and chal-
lenges this academic year will present.

Students were represented from all over the globe on Saturday, including Lib-
ya, Egypt, Mozambique, Mali, Cameroon, Seirra Leone, Hungary, Thailand, In-
donesia and Pakistan. 

The 13 students will be exposed to American life via enhancement activities 
related to education, culture and volunteerism while attending area high schools.

 “We do those activities throughout the year, “remarked Tracee Ellis, regional 
director of ACES.  “From shadowing City Council to University of Toledo visits, 
to going to the museum.”

“We have Global Youth Service Day where they focus on service projects and 
International Education Week where they will be doing presentations in their 
school. We also visit elementary schools so that kids can learn about interna-
tional students on the elementary age level,” she said.

Students not only meet Americans while in the program, they also form bonds 
with their fellow international students. The diversity of the exchange students 
varies ethnically, culturally and economically. “We have students from middle 
class backgrounds in their countries and we have students that don’t have run-
ning water,” Ellis added. 

ACES Students
Host family Awny and Maha Malik with 
their ACES student John from Egypt 

Tracee Ellis, regional director 
of ACES program

Students and host families learn 
about volunteer opportunities

“They are learning about global relationships and why they are so important. 
How we’re interconnected and how we’re inter-dependent on one another… We 
are citizens of the world.”

While there are many returning host families this year for ACES there are also 
some families that are embarking on a new experience for themselves as well.  
Awny and Maha Malik are Egyptian immigrants who live in Toledo and are 

“It’s so vi-
tally important 
that we have 
these interna-
tional relation-
ships and that 
our children 
are globally 
competent,” 
she continued, 
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  ... continued on page 10

Our reporter enjoying the Dublin 
dining expeience

A Fall Getaway: Discover Dublin, Ohio
By Shana Lee

The Truth Travel Reporter

Looking for a quick getaway this fall? Look no further than Dublin, Ohio, a 
charming city located just two and a half hours from Toledo. With its blend of 
art, history, nature and culinary delights, Dublin offers something for everyone.

Discover Public Art
Dublin is a destination for public art lovers, with over 70 artworks scattered 

throughout the city. From whimsical sculptures to interactive installations, 
these pieces showcase Dublin’s history, culture, and diversity. Explore the 
city’s public art collection through a self-guided tour, cell phone tour, or online 
interactive map.

Highlights:
• Leatherlips: A 12-foot-high stone portrait of Wyandot Native American 

Chief Leatherlips, located at Scioto Park.
• Field of Corn: A quirky installation featuring giant ears of corn, celebrat-

ing Dublin’s farming heritage.
• Feather Point: A stunning stainless steel sculpture resembling a feather, 

located at Thaddeus Kosciuszko Park.
• The Simulation of George M. Karrer’s Workshop: A wireframe sculp-

ture that simulates a blacksmith shop from the late 1800s.
Indulge in Delicious Cuisine
Dublin’s culinary scene is thriving, offering a variety of dining options to suit 

every taste. Here are a few must-try restaurants:
• Song Lan: For authentic Japanese cuisine, head to Song Lan, a contempo-

rary restaurant offering creative sushi creations.
• Mezzo: Enjoy Italian-inspired dishes in a cozy and elegant atmosphere at 

Mezzo.
Explore the Outdoors

Dublin offers plenty of opportuni-
ties to enjoy nature and outdoor activi-
ties. Take a walk or bike ride along the 
Dublin Link, a scenic pedestrian bridge 
spanning the Scioto River. Visit Indian 
Run Falls or Hayden Run Falls for a re-
freshing escape, or explore the beauti-
ful parks and trails in the area.

Shop and Explore
Discover unique shops, boutiques, 

and galleries in Dublin’s Historic Dis-
��
����^���������	��	��
�	
�+�������!
��
one-of-a-kind treasures, and enjoy the 
charming atmosphere.

Where to Stay

The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section

For a comfortable and convenient stay, consider the Marriott Columbus 
Northwest. This hotel is located close to many attractions in Dublin and offers 
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...continued on page 11

Cruising Around The World in 274 Days
By Ardenia Jones-Terry
A Travelogue – Part One!!!

In the song, ‘Happy Feelin’s,’ Frankie Beverly and Maze, sing “Happy Fee-
lin’s in the air Touching people everywhere. . . And these Happy Feelin’s I’ll 
spread them all over the world.”

In the last couple of weeks, when asked about my recent cruise, I have used 
“fabulous,” “extraordinary,” “awesome” or “phenomenal” to describe this life-
altering, epic world cruise.  But, those terms are inadequate. ‘Happy Feelin’s’ 
captures my excitement and joy about the world cruise and my desire to spread 
those feelings all over the world.

My journey to the world cruise began over 30 years ago when I was sitting 
in Heather Downs Country Club attending a Zonta International Meeting and 
a Toledo Blade reporter spoke to the club about her recent world cruise. I was 
������������������!
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a world cruise. I just did not know “how” and “when” I would be able to travel 
around the world.  I told all my friends about my desire to see the Terracotta War-
riors and Machu Picchu. Remember, exposure to possibilities is a key motivator!

Then, in October 2021, the Royal Caribbean Cruise Line announced the 2023-
2024 Ultimate World Cruise. It was the longest world cruise ever scheduled. The 
COVID-19 Pandemic and the uncertainty of the future made my decision easy; 
I booked the cruise that week.

The cruise started in Miami on December 10, 2023, and ended on September 
10, 2024 in Miami. It consisted of seven Continents, 65 Countries, 156 ports of 
call/cities and 11 World Wonders. 

The cruise was for nine months or 274 days with overnight stays in 30 ports/
cities. The cruise was divided into a nine-month cruise, four Segments (60+ Days 
each) as well as 17 individual mini-cruises. Cruisers could select the nine-month 
cruise, any of the four Segments or one or more of the individual mini cruises.  

There were 2200 cruisers and 859 hand-selected crew members on the ship. 
Seven hundred of the cruisers were on the cruise for the entire nine months. 
���
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America people who formed a group on the 
ship called, The Neighborhood.

The oldest cruiser was 89 years old and the 
youngest cruiser was 2 years old. The major-
ity of the cruisers were 65 years old or older 
and retired. Sixty school-age children were 
ship-schooled and 78 cruisers worked re-
motely from the ship via Starlink. And, from 
time to time, we had as many as 15 TikTokers 
on board.

Both the cruisers and crew were from all 
over the globe. Cruisers were from the USA, 
South America, Australia, Singapore, Japan, 
and Italy to name a few home countries. The 
majority of the ship’s crew were from Ja-
maica, India, Indonesia, Philippines, Brazil, 
South Africa, United Kingdom, Zimbabwe 
and China. Only a small number of the crew 
members were from the USA. 

The cruise covered the four corners of the 
planet and traversed 78,770 miles around the 
world. We crossed the Equator eight times and 
celebrated the crossings with the 400-year-
old Navy Ritual called “The Line Crossing” 
involving Shellbacks and Pollywogs.

Almost every country I visited, from the 
Caribbean, Central America, Mexico, South 
America to Europe, was involved in the 
Trans-Atlantic Slave Trade. When I think of 

AMY
STONER

Vote

For Juvenile Court Judge
ENDORSED DEMOCRAT

Experience:  
24 years of experience as a Family Law Attorney, Public Defender and former 
Magistrate in Juvenile Court

Community:  
Deeply rooted in the community, graduate of Central Catholic High School and 
University of Toledo College of Law

Vision:  
Forward-thinking and focused on rehabilitation, opportunities for youth and 
ending the delinquency cycle

Endorsed by:
 − Associated General Contractor’s 
NW Ohio Construction Industry 
PAC-OH-1039

 − Carpenters Local 351
 − Cement Masons & Plasterers 
Local #886

 − CWA Local 4319, 
Communication Workers of 
America

 − Equality Toledo Community 
Action

 − Heat & Frost Insulators Local 45
 − IBEW Local 8
 − Iron Workers Local 55
 − Laborers’ Local 500
 − Lucas County Democratic Party
 − Northwest Ohio Building Trades
 − NW Ohio AFL-CIO
 − Roofers Local Union #134
 − Sheet Metal Workers Local 33
 − Toledo Area UAW Cap Council
 − Toledo Federation of Teachers 
Local 250

 − Toledo Firefighters Local 92
 − Toledo Port Council, Maritime 
Trades Department, A.F.L.-C.I.O.

 − United Association Local No. 
50 Plumbers, Steamfitters & 
Service Mechanics Union

 − UAW Local 12
 − UAW Local 14
 − UAW Region 2-B – Ohio State 
UAC PAC

 − UFCW Local 75

VOTE AMY STONER FOR JUDGE – NOVEMBER 5TH

www.AmyStonerForJudge.com

Proven Supporter of Lucas County Families

Paid for by Amy Stoner for Judge
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RCCL’s Serenade Of The Seas in 
Miami

Serenade of the 
Seas

Jessica
 Nabonga 

signing a book 
for Ardenia 

Jones Terry, PhD

The author 
(��)��)��*����

World Wonder-
Chichen Itza 
in Yucatan, 

Mexico during 
early stage of 

the cruise

slavery, I think 
of slavery in 
the USA. How-
ever, stories of 
slavery were in 
the narratives 
shared by the 
people living in 
many countries. 
]�	���&� 

��-
enced countries 
in all parts of 
the world. The 
six most active 
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  ... continued on page 11

Fall Getaway... continued from page 8

The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section • The Truth Travel Section

spacious rooms, friendly service, and modern amenities.
Plan Your Visit
Dublin is a perfect destination for a fall getaway, offering a mix of culture, 

nature, and delicious food. With its proximity to Toledo, it’s an easy day trip 
or weekend escape.

Additional Tips:
• Check the Dublin Arts Council website for upcoming events and festivals.
• Consider visiting during the week for a less crowded experience.
• Pack comfortable shoes for exploring the city.
• Don’t forget to bring your camera to capture the beautiful scenery and 

public art.
• Enjoy the local coffee shops and breweries.
Start planning your Dublin adventure today and discover all that this charm-

ing city has to offer!

Dallas, Welcomes Me 
Back
By Ricky Tyus

The Truth Travel Contributor

Back in the late 80s, I embarked on a thrilling journey 
as I temporarily worked in the bustling city of Dallas, 
TX. My wife (may she rest in peace) and I called Lima, 
Ohio our home base, creating an exciting routine. 

Every Sunday or Monday, I would set off on a road 
trip from Lima to Detroit Metropolitan Airport, ready 
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into our vehicle and head to our cozy apartment, gear-
ing up for another week of adventure. Some weeks 
kept me in the vibrant heart of Dallas, while others whisked me off to intrigu-
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buzzing hub of nightclubs, each offering a unique musical experience. To this 
day, I’m thrilled that Dallas Alley continues to thrive! 

My recent adventure took me back to Dallas to experience the electrifying 
atmosphere at AT&T Stadium as the Cowboys faced off against the Lions. I 
secured an action-packed sports package from Tyus Tours & Travel, which 
included a ticket to the thrilling game, two nights at a fabulous hotel, round-
trip transportation from DFW Airport, and an unforgettable Bill Bates tailgate 
party and stadium tour. 
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my Spirit Airlines Go Comfy package became my ally as I swiftly navigated 

Thailand – A Country 
Full of Wonders
By Fletcher Word
The Truth Editor

Everyone who visits Thailand starts in Bangkok, the nation’s capital city which 
is located in the southern part of the country. From Bangkok, visitors can eas-
ily reach nearby cities such as Ayutthaya, Pattaya, Rayong, Hua Hin and the far 
southern reach areas such as Phuket.

However, the northern part of the country is equally as fascinating and often 
overlooked – so why not head north by plane to Chiang Mai, Thailand’s second 
largest city and the capital of its northernmost province. 

Set amidst a stunning backdrop of mountain ranges, Chiang Mai is visually impres-
sive for its natural scenery and also for what man has wrought over the centuries.
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sits in a valley on a river basin in the Thai highlands. Over the years, more than 
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famous 600-year-old Wat Chedi Luang (“The temple of the Big Stupa”) at the 
historic center of the city, the Wat Phra Singh Temple, ornately decorated with 
gold, and the Tapae Gate, part of the ancient city walls that were restored in the 
�%�����
���&�

Other impressive sites in and around the city include the Wat Pha Lat, a temple 
hidden in the forest near waterfalls, and the not-so-secret Secret Elephant Sanctu-
ary. Don’t overlook the extensive Chiang Mai night bazaar, a night market featur-
ing vendors and the delicious street foot that is an ever-present feature of Thailand.

Temples, mountains, tea gardens, street food, beaches are all part of the won-
ders of Thailand – more beach resorts than any other country, in fact. In the north, 
as in much of the country, such wonders are endless. Chiang Mai is the gateway 

  ... continued on page 11

A Mae Sai village

One of the structures in the Black 
House

The author and a few new friends in 
the hills around Mae Sai - I’m the tall 

one in the rear! Chiang Mai temple entrance

�	��
	��.�(����	����Part of the White Temple
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...continued on page 13

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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ticketing and TSA, reaching the gate just in time. Hats off to Spirit Airlines for a 
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Upon touchdown in Dallas, I received crisp, timely instructions from my driv-
er even before my plane hit the gate. After grabbing my luggage, I signaled my 
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towards Loews Hotel, the driver highlighted sights like Six Flags, Texas Rangers 
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cutting-edge meeting spaces, unique dining, and endless amenities, including a 
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Game day began under the scorching 97-degree sun as I trekked 15 minutes to 
the pre-game tailgate party at Boiling Tails Restaurant. The vibrant atmosphere 
was unforgettable, packed with delicious food and the 1 pm games on big screens. 
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dium fairgrounds, a lively area where you can enjoy food and catch the game. 
Inside, I hurried to my seat high in the upper concourse, but the gigantic screen 
ensured an unbeatable view from anywhere. The Lions put on a stunning perfor-
mance, soundly defeating the Cowboys. 
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rable moment on the iconic star. Catch all the photos from my Lions vs. Cowboys 
adventure on my Facebook page Ricky Tyus or my website at www.tyustours.
com/blog. Fo�����	
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Dallas... continued from page 10

to a variety of scenic and historic areas, particularly due north of the city.
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ters north of Chiang Mai and is renowned for a number of fabulous sites includ-
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museums, temples and displays.
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Tower which lights up at night in a spectacular fashion. 

V�	

����
����
�
�

��	�������������
��������	�����
+�������������	��£���������

�
some of the many restaurants, in the various markets or even at the numerous 
street food shops.
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northern border with Myanmar. Mae Sai is also in a valley and a trip up the sur-
rounding mountains will take you to villages inhabited by the Hmong people and 
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can go through the market and visit the neighboring village.

If you rented a car to drive around up north to Mae Sai (bus day trips are avail-
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the right-hand side of the road. After driving in Thailand for a while, you have 
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to reconnect with your American training … for a while.
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world to rescue them? That cave is in Mae Sai and has become something of a 
destination for local and international visitors. You can go into the cave itself and 
see why the youngsters were so curious to venture farther in.
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rated by the Mekong River.
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not be out of the question. If you have another week or two at your disposal on 
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Mae Hong Son province. More on that later.

Thailand... continued from page 10
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family. They will be hosting  John, 
who also from Egypt. 
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be introduced into the new culture 
and new places,” said Awny Malik. 
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to experience the food and culture of 
America.
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school year.” 

The host families and students played trivia, fellowshipped with the other ex-
change students and families and were given gift bags upon departing. Some 
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Rock, Arkansas, with the support of a group of professionals including lawyers, 
accountants, university professors, business and community leaders who believe 
in the value of international exchange in the pursuit of world peace. ACES is 
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and educational exchange. 
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of dedicated and trained Local Coordinators in communities throughout the 
United States who provide program services at the local level to participants, 
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ACES Exchange... continued from page 7

Cruising... continued from page 9
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France, the Netherlands, Spain and Denmark. During the stop in South Africa, 
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in Namibia.
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week of our world cruise. 
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country in the world. She traveled to 195 countries. Her book is entitled, “The 
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She discussed her book and one of the most important points emerging from her 
lectures was that “Most people around the world are good.”

Many of you have asked me if nne months was too long. For me it was not. In 
fact, it was too short. I could have cruised an additional nine months. I was not 
ready to get off the ship. 
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miss home and get homesick? I have traveled since I was a very young girl. I 
do not get homesick; I am always looking for my next adventure. However, I 
do miss my Toledo family and friends.

The cruise was exhilarating and my heart was racing every time we pulled 
in to a new port in anticipation of new discoveries. Make no mistake about it, 
I have been blessed. A Black girl from Vance and Hawley was able to travel 
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...continued on page 13

Perryman... continued from page 3

Musty Basement?

WE CAN HELP!WE CAN HELP!

BEFORE AFTER

New orders only. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an 
advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not 
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CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved.  

$750 $750 OFFOFF
Plus FREE 

Home Air Quality Test ($399 value)

1-888-501-2812

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE ESTIMATE
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Crawl Space Service

Indoor Air Quality

Foundation Repair

T. Parker & Co. LLC ... continued from page 16

pecially with so many levies being simultaneously on the ballot. 
The recent rise in property values provides an even more challenging vari-
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overwhelmed by economic uncertainty.

However, if you are looking for a couple of “must-support” options, a yes 
vote for Issue 29, Senior Citizen Services, and Issue 30, Children Services tax 
measures are at the top of my list.

Candidates in Traditional Democratic Strongholds: Safe, But Not With-
out Drama

Despite the overall political anxiety, many Lucas County Democratic candi-
dates still seem to be in strong positions. Candidates like Pete Gerken, Anita 
Lopez, Katie Moline and Elgin Rogers are expected to secure re-election eas-
ily. These incumbents have maintained a grip on their local strongholds by re-
maining insulated from the broader dissatisfaction sweeping through national 
and state races.

That said, the contest between Republican incumbent Josh Williams and 
Democratic challenger David Blythe is a serious campaign. It perhaps is the 
local race to watch, especially in terms of the state legislature. 

While Williams, the incumbent, is slightly favored to win, Blythe’s strong 
campaign efforts and the district’s redrawn lines could prove that no race is a 
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Notably, in the 2020 election, Lucas County was 76th out of Ohio’s 88 coun-
ties in terms of turnout and below Cleveland, Columbus and Cincinnati. We 
have not been able to generate a blue wave in terms of voter interest recently. 
So, in this environment, turnout will be crucial, and the unpredictability of 
voter engagement still makes even the safest-seeming races feel vulnerable to 
last-minute shifts.

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz and the Term Limit Referendum in the 
Spotlight
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cussion among the key local ballot issues. With a yes vote, this measure would 
increase the number of consecutive four-year mayoral terms from two to three. 
A no-vote majority would potentially end Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz’s fu-
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comfort, with a razor-slim majority favoring the term limit expansion.
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growing sentiment that fresh leadership is needed. In a year where change is 

a prevailing theme, the referendum’s outcome is uncertain but could reshape 
local politics for years.

Issue One: The Redistricting Puzzle
Adding to the political guesswork is Issue One, the Citizens Redistricting 

Commission initiative. This measure, designed to end partisan gerrymander-
ing in Ohio, has created a fog of confusion among voters. Both supporters and 
opponents claim their vote will end gerrymandering, leaving many unsure of 
which side to support.

Nevertheless, the stakes are high, as the outcome could drastically reshape 
Ohio’s political landscape by aligning district representation more closely with 
the state’s actual voter distribution. Yet, with the odds of passage at 50/50 and 
a lack of clear messaging on either side, the fate of Issue One remains one of 
the most unpredictable elements of this election cycle.

Considering all of this, it becomes clear that this is a pivotal moment in this 
election season, if not history. Lucas County voters are headed to the polls in 
anxiety amidst deep uncertainty. 

From Marcy Kaptur’s possible end to the wave of local tax levies on the 
chopping block, which candidates will survive? What tax levies or referen-
dums will make the cut? 

With only a handful of days left to November 5, what remains clear is that 
every race, levy, and issue is precariously tight and too close for comfort; every 
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 Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@enterofhopebap-
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master’s degree. I worked for various agencies and eventually ventured out on 
my own doing business in Detroit for several years. 

Prior to leading my business full-time, I was creative director for the Toledo 
Blade for 13 years.  I was also an adjunct professor at the College of Design 
in Detroit. 

When The Blade started their layoffs, I moved into my business fulltime, and 
I’ve been here ever since. 

What services do you offer?
Our strong hold is our branding and creative services. In addition to that, we 

serve as a strategic thought partner for clients. It starts with their mission and 
their vision. We try to really get a sense of the business, and we go in and make 
advertising and marketing recommendations that are really going to boost or 
strengthen their brand.

What makes your business unique?
We use the combination of traditional marketing as well as digital marketing. 

We like to do cross platforms for consistency. 
Also, long before covid we were already working a hybrid model – some 

��������	���

���������!���	
����������������������[������������������������
overhead and cost down. We’re a small entity that does a lot of impactful work 
through our diverse team of experts.

Have you achieved the level of success you have hoped for?
I have been successful, but I am not quite at the level I’d like to be at yet. 
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Rev. Tim Clark... continued from page 15

ACES Exchange... continued from page 11

from Texas for the occasion. Pastor Gaylon Clark, his young brother, now also 
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K’Janée Boutique... continued from page 16
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Terri Parker

T. Parker & Co. LLC ... continued from page 12

Studio 32NINE Salon Suites and Spa ... continued from page 16

Page 13

What are some of your signature 
events? 
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What piece or pieces of ad-
vice would you offer to other 
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What piece or pieces of advice would you offer to 
other aspiring business     owners?
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What piece or pieces of advice would you offer to other aspiring busi-
ness owners?
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What have you learned is the most important aspect of running a busi-

aspiring business owners?
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     TENANT ADVOCATE
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ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places a high value on diversity 
in our workplace, including diversity in race, ethnicity, gender, sexual orienta-
tion, age, and physical ability. We strive to create an environment welcoming 
to all individuals and we encourage applications from individuals traditionally 
underrepresented in the legal profession. Applicants requiring accommoda-
tion for the interview/application process should contact the recruitment coor-
dinator at hrteam@ablelaw.org.

MANAGER OF SENIOR SERVICES 
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Apply Today    NHAINC.ORG/CAREERS
Our Mission: Through our exceptional health care services, we em-
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INVITATION FOR BIDS
BOILER REPLACEMENT AT PORT LAWRENCE HOMES

IFB24-B014 
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 Boiler Replace-
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H�
�����!	��
5��   �����
!"���
�<�121�I��&
���@�
		����'��	����$(�
1>?/1<��
�1JK�2.K�K1>C��'L@5�*����AJJ��������	

��
	�
	���
	�����!		��
���
!����	�������������������!����!	���$���
�������
	���
	!	��
��
�
�	
�
�,	�� ��� �7	�����	� $
�	
� MJJ21?�� '"�
� ����
���� ����
������� �
� ��
@	������>�)��	
	��)���
�������������@	������>���
��	

�)���	
�
��
	�
encouraged to apply.      



��������	
��
�
��
	��

  ... continued on page 13

The Rev. Tim Clark Celebrates 40 Years of Ministry
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Tim Clark, lead pastor of Harvest Christian Center, celebrated forty years of 
ministry October 5 at the Toledo Museum Glass Pavilion. The pastor was hon-
ored with tributes from family, friends, church members, co-workers and area 
leaders for his special day. 

“I never thought I’d be here 40 years later. When I look back my motto was al-
ways ‘changing lives, changing futures’ and to see the people that are here today 
they represent people we’ve been impacting over the years…We’re just really 
excited about the moment,” he remarked.

Clark has led Harvest Christian Center currently located at 6540 Central Ave. 
for 18 years. He started the ministry in Dallas, TX at just 19 years old. “I was a 
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He studied the scriptures and the biblical languages and grew his ministry in 
Texas for 20 years before relocating to Toledo, Ohio and continuing his work 
transforming lives through the gospel at Harvest. 

X�	����	����������
�����
�utes Saturday afternoon, including special procla-
mations from the Lucas County Commissioners and the City of Toledo, present-
ed by Crystal Harris Darnell, director of Diversity Equity and Inclusion, family 
tributes and acknowledgments from the IMA (Interdenominational Ministerial 
Alliance).

First Lady Felica Clark and Pastor 
Timothy Clark

Pastor Clyde Clark, Pastor Tim 
Clark’s father, gives remarks

First Lady Lillie Gordon; Rev. Otis
Gordon Jr., DMin; and Pastor Cedric 

Brock Pastor Gaylon Clark and Kathy ClarkGifty Clark and Michael Clark

Rev. Ortis Gordon Jr., DMin, senior pastor of St. Stephen AME Church, pro-
vided remarks on behalf of the IMA, “He has been a stable for the minsters of the 
IMA, for the city of Toledo and Lucas County. We listen to him when he speaks 
because he’s a voice of wisdom, a voice of direction and he’s a voice that speaks 
the word of God… Harvest Christian Center I know that you are blessed every 
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Clark’s family, including his 80-year-old father, Pastor Clyde Clark, traveled 
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  ... continued on page 13

Curtina Keetion - 
K’Janee Boutique

Marcy Kaptur 
for Congress
 
Working to reduce  
everyday costs
 
Capping monthly insulin  
at $35 for seniors

Fighting unfair trade deals 
to protect Ohio jobs

Paid for by Kaptur for Congress

Vote for Marcy Kaptur, 
She works for YOU
Election Day: November 5

 marcykaptur.com  marcykapturforcongress  @marcy_kaptur

MARCY KAPTUR
FIGHTER FOR WORKING PEOPLE

DELIVERING FOR US ALL

Three Black-Owned Businesses - And What 
Makes Them Work

Terri Parker

  ... continued on page 12

Doug Keetion - 
32NINE Studio

... continued on page 13
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Business Owner: 
Curtina Keetion

How would you 
describe your busi-
ness in your own 
words?

A boutique that ca-
ters to small and plus 
sized women and 
helps you to elevate 

K’Janée Boutique 

your original style. 
What products do you sell? 
Women’s apparel, handbags and accessories 
When did your business open?
I started originally as Boutique Me in 2011. I 

changed the name to K’Janée Boutique in 2016.  
Who started the business? Why?
I was a stay-at-home mom, and I’ve always 

loved fashion. When my kids became older, my 
husband and I decided to make the salon a one-
stop shop. 

What additional services do you offer?
I offer personal styling and personal shopping 

events.  I also revamp customers’ closets: I go in 
and help clients to style and restyle the old pieces 
in their closets. 

What makes your business unique?
My customers say: Me. They like my store be-

cause I am honest and genuine, and they know that 
���&��	
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��
and they won’t see a lot of the same pieces around 
town. 

Everybody comes to look for unique pieces. 
Something that is different and a little bit out of 
the box, to elevate what you already have. It may 
just be that one piece that elevates your style. 

Studio 32NINE Salon Suites & SpaT. Parker & Co, LLC

Business Owner: Terri 
Parker

How would you describe 
your business in your own 
words?

We are a full-service 
branding, marketing and 
communications agency. 
We service both small and 
large businesses – any-
where from startups and single entrepreneurs to 
multimillion dollar companies.  

What clients have you serviced? 
We’ve serviced a lot of clients throughout the 

years: local governments, Toledo Lucas County 
Health Department, the City of Toledo. the Area 
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longest standing clients.

When did your business open? 
We’ve been around since 2006. 
Who started the business? Why?
I’ve always loved the arts and creativity. I grad-

uated from Bowling Green State University with 
a degree in graphic design. I later went back and 
started taking classes in marketing towards my 

Business Owner: 
Doug Keetion

How would you de-
scribe your business in 
your own words?

We are the premiere 
salon of Toledo and the 
surrounding areas. We 
are a one-stop shop for 
the entire family. 

When did your business open?
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ing up to our anniversary. We went from an 1100 
sq ft salon to a 6200 sq ft salon which we facili-
tate now. We’ve been at this location since 2022.  

Who started the business? Why?
I wanted more for my clients. I wanted a con-

ducive environment… clients wanted more than 
just their hair done, their nails done… they want-
ed all of that and then some… I had a desire for 
more so the only way I was going to do that was 
to do my own thing. I’ve been in the industry as 
a stylist now for 30 years. 

What services do you offer?
Hair coloring, hair cutting, locs, natural hair 

styling, hair weaving, facials, massages, pedi-
cures, manicures and 
designer nails.

We have a team of 14 
and we service the en-
tire family from men’s 
grooming, to women’s 
styles and the little ones. 

What makes your 
business unique?

Our vibe. Our clients 


