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A hypocrite is the kind of politician who would cut down a redwood tree, then mount the stump and make a 
speech for conservation.                               - Adlai E. Stevenson  

Selective Outrage: Waniewski’s 
Campaign Strategy Unveiled
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor
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In a move that smacks of political theatre, the Lucas County Republican Party 
has called for an Ohio Ethics Commission investigation into County Commis-
sioner Anita Lopez. The allegations of “harassment and bullying” by her execu-
tive assistant, Andrew Urrutia, have allowed the GOP to stage a performance of 
faux outrage, seemingly designed more to score political points than to uphold 
ethical standards.

Tom Waniewski, a former city councilman challenging incumbent Pete Gerken 
in the upcoming election, appears to be leveraging this situation for political 
gain. His indignation over the allegations against Lopez, a Hispanic woman, 
seems less about genuine concern for ethics and more about discrediting his op-
ponent, especially given his history of derogatory comments referring to minori-
���������	�
�	��������������������������������������	����	�����	���

Similar to the negative public portrayal of Blacks and other minorities, the call 
�	��������������	���	��	������������������������������������	������������	�
manipulate public perception in the run-up to an election.

This hypocritical maneuver becomes even more glaring when considering the 
Republican Party’s sudden concern for ethics, which is particularly ironic given 
its track record at the state and national levels.

The GOP has consistently resisted state ethics reforms and has been deeply 
implicated in scandals such as House Bill 6. This controversial 2019 legislation 
��	�������������������	����	����	���������	���������������������!��	��	���
plants and tied itself to a massive bribery and corruption scandal. Waniewski’s 
failure to address these issues within his own party while decrying supposed 
ethical lapses at the local level highlights the selective nature of his outrage.

This selective outrage extends beyond ethical concerns. Waniewski’s criti-
cisms of local governance distract from the broader sinister issue of gerryman-
dering, allowing his party to maintain one-party rule in Ohio. So, his selective 
concern for democracy rings hollow in light of the GOP’s manipulation of elec-
toral boundaries to entrench their power. Moreover, Waniewski’s past controver-
sial comments, such as comparing Black people to cockroaches, further under-
mine his current stance and expose a pattern of hypocrisy.

In contrast to Waniewski’s approach, Lucas County’s handling of the com-
plaint against Lopez by the county demonstrates a commitment to good gover-
nance and oversight. An independent investigation was conducted, and Lopez 
has taken corrective actions, including completing workplace behavior training. 
This response starkly contrasts Waniewski’s emotionally charged and performa-
tive rhetoric. The Democratic leadership, including Pete Gerken, appeared to 

adhere to established procedures, ensuring transparency and accountability. 
"�����������		���������������������������	����������		���	�
�����	�����

They picked a distinguished and experienced team of outside investigators who 
delivered an independent report in a process to get to the bottom of the incident. 

Moreover, unlike Waniewski, the victim or his family is not known to have re-
quested that the rest of the report be released. I understand that the county may 
have held back the unreleased parts of the investigation to protect the victim and 
the victim’s privacy. 

Political Strategy: Effective or Ineffective?
Waniewski’s early campaign efforts, such as running radio commercials in 

May for a November election, reveal a need for more strategic acumen. Cam-
paigning this early is unlikely to have a lasting impact on voters’ minds through 
November. Instead, it wastes resources that could be spent closer to the election 
date when voter attention is more focused.

Furthermore, the race for Lucas County commissioner is part of a larger polit-
ical battle, pitting the broader Democratic and Republican agendas against each 
other at the state and national levels. This contest is not just about Gerken versus 
#�����
���������	����������������	�	�������������������$	��%���&�'����	��
Brown and Marcy Kaptur on one side and Donald Trump, Bernie Moreno and 
Derek Merrin on the other. In this context, Waniewski’s tactics seem even more 
�������������	���	���	��������������	�������������	������������������������

Historically, no local sitting county commissioner has lost in a presidential 
year since 1982. Lucas County’s strong Democratic-leaning electorate, evi-
denced by its support for George McGovern, even in his 1972 landslide loss 
to Richard Nixon, suggests Waniewski’s chances are slim. The Democratic 
Party’s deep roots and historical successes in Lucas County bode well for their 
candidates in the upcoming election.

All things considered, the Lucas County GOP’s call for an investigation into 
Lopez is a prime example of political theatre designed to generate faux outrage. 
Waniewski’s selective indignation, past behavior, and poorly timed campaign 
efforts reveal a lack of genuine commitment to ethical governance and effective 
political strategy. 

As the November election approaches, voters should look beyond these theat-
rics and focus on each candidate’s substantive records and policy proposals. It’s 
time to see through the performance and hold politicians accountable for real 
issues, not manufactured scandals.

Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebaptist.org
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Community Calendar
May 31
Application Deadline for UToledo Math Corps: A free four weeks summer camp 
for students – middle and high school – from underserved Toledo area commu-
nities: 419-530-2996, 419-530-2568, 567-343-3883

June 11
Toledo Branch NAACP June meeting; 7 pm; Jerusalem Baptist Church

June 12
ABLE Hosts Drivers License Reinstatement Clinic: FDCA; 1 to 4 pm; Ledal 
and community experts will be available on-site to help you with the nest steps 
to re-instating license: 419-930-2319 or http://bit.ly/4at8d7a

June 14 
Grand Opening – Ribbon CuttingScott Center for Observation Treatment and 
Transition & the Kidney Foundation of Northwest Ohio partnership and shared 
�������	
������
��������������
�����������������
�����

June 16
Toledo NAACP Youth Council meeting: 3 pm; Sanger Branch Library

June 23
The Toledo Interfaith Mass Choir Celebrates 35 Years of Music Ministry: 
Greater St. Mary’s Baptist Church; 6 pm; Special guest Bishop Roger Hairston 
and Voices of Deliverance of Columbus: 419-350-9289 or 419-350-2124



��������	
��
���
	��

America Is in the Valley of Decision (Turmoil?)
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

The trial of the century is over, and a jury of 12 men and women heard 
the overwhelming evidence presented against Donald Trump and agreed 
with the position of the state prosecutor which is: Trump is a con artist 
	������������������

Trump, the forever crybaby, went on a rant after the verdict and be-
moaned the criminal justice system as being unfair and corrupt, knowing 
full well that if he were to have prevailed, he would be extolling how 
���������������������	������������	�������	�����������

These are my takes from the trial and the aftermath of the trial and in 
no particular order:

(1) Trump can now be called a convicted felon, a term that will drive 
him to distraction because his imperial armor has been pierced by a jury 
���������	��������	�������	���*+/�	�������	�����"��������	����������
"��������������	��������	����������

(2) Alvin Bragg, the brilliant prosecutor of this case, and his highly 
�
������ �����	�� ������������������������	����� �������������	��3��
they won because these type of cases are the “bread and butter” of Bragg’s 
���������������������������"����4���������������	������������&�������
was not deferential to the name Trump and its vainglorious New York 
����	���

(3) If you peruse social media, the vile comments from MAGA world 
and others encourage acts of violence against the judge, the jurors and 
anyone else connected to this case simply because their Dear Leader has 
������������	��������	����	�������������	����	���	��	��	��������;
��<����

(4) Be on the lookout for further and future articles from MAGA world 
and the Steve Bannon’s’ and his ilk when they try to foment armed revo-
����	�������� ����>����	�� ��� ���� <�������� ��������@	��'�����%�	&�
it is his mantra that it all must be destroyed and yet he daily enjoys the 
�������	����������������������������������J	������Q�V��	�����&���	�+

(5) Up and until the day of Trump’s sentencing date (it could be changed 
�����	�����������	��	��������������������������������/&�"����������
en zage in negative histrionics and bellicose behavior that will set your 
������	������

(6) Don’t you wonder why those who would rally you to engage in 
criminal or civil disobedience, never lead the charge of the light brigade? 
No, they are the tin foil hat wearing generals who spout a lot of gibberish 
����������������	����
���������	�	�������������&�Z>�����Q&[����������
�	������������������	����

(7) The MAGA base has been duped about the facts of the case because 
���������� �����������������	�� ����� �������	���	�����@	��\�������
other outlets that are known for their history of being the news organs of 
]	����"�����

They were told that the defense was shredding the prosecution’s weak 
����&���������"������	��������\	�&������������������	�
���������������
	�����������������������������	�����������������������������

(8) Sadly, Trump, at his presser the next day, railed against the judge 
and prosecutor and even his, not so swift son, Eric, reduced America 

to a third world “sh*thole” 
�	������ '���� ���� ��-
guage from a person, when 
given the chance to stay in 
����� �	����� 	�� ���� ����-
�����&� �	���� ����� �	�� �	�
the death to keep his Star-
���
���������������

(9) This trial revealed the 
soft underbelly of an Amer-
ica which is so polarized 
along political, economi-
cal and racial lines that one 
would despair to think that 
can such a Grand Canyon 
���������������	������

(10) The judicial system 
will have to be reexamined 
because if Trump is al-
lowed to run for a federal 
	�����������	����������	&�
what do we do with the thousands of ex-cons who served time in a fed-
eral prison regarding their rights to enter the federal civil service system 
���
���<	���

(11) Based upon Trump’s 10 gag order violations and his demeaning 
conduct at his trial, will Judge Merchan, at his date of sentencing, dole 
out a judgment of jail time? If not, why not? Trump more than deserves 
�������������	���	�������	���<���������*������������/&�"��������;
�����

(12) Will Biden’s re-election team use the moniker, ‘convicted felon’, 
as a tag for ads to run in the swing states? It is factual and they should not 
����������	����������"������������<���������������;�������������	�

(13) Some of the white evangelical churches soiled their righteous gar-
ments by backing a man who committed adultery with a porn star and 
�������	�����������������	����	���	������������`������	��������

Some of those ‘leaders’ were issuing sham statements about the trial 
being a farce and a mockery of justice but they were clueless as to their 
�	����	����������	�
����	������%�����������������	��������	������������
J	�������

{	���	����	�����$��������
������	������������������������ ����
�	������������	��"�������	������������������	������������%��&���������&�
some of the so-called religious leaders are simply hearers of the Word 
���	���	����	������#	���

Overall, this national outcry regarding the trial results and the mean 
spiritedness of the upcoming election forebodes troubling times in Amer-
ica and coupled with a renegade Supreme Court that is beholden to no 
	�&�����������������������������������������������

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361
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Al Chapman, Clarence Jones, John Chapman, Courtney Jones, Nate Greene, 
Freddie Tisdale, Gene Davis

During the Memorial Day weekend, Courtney Jones was crowned Miss 
Debutante 2024 by the National Association of Negro Business and Profes-
sional Women’s Clubs Inc, Toledo Chapter, at their 56th annual Debutante 
Cotillion.

One weekend later, the honors continued for the Start High School senior 
as she was awarded a $1,000 scholarship by the members of the Blue Gill 
Fishing Club. 

Jones will be enrolling at Kent State University in the fall to major in fash-
ion merchandising with a minor in marketing. Her longtime goal is to start 
her own clothing line.

At Start High School, Jones was involved in a multitude of activities. As 
a member of DECA, a global student group that prepares emerging leaders 
����������������	���������������
������������&�$	����������������	�
the state level for the past two years.

She was a member of the African American Club, the varsity cheerlead-
���������*�������������������������/}���������
�����������������������������
years; the Homecoming Court and the NAACP Youth Club. Jones was one 
of a select handful of students who participated in this year’s inaugural Al-
pha Esquire Beautillion held by the Alpha Xi Lambda Chapter of the Alpha 
Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Along with her Miss Debutante 2024 honor, Courtney also won the talent 
contest and was named Miss Congeniality.

Courtney, an honor student, maintained a 3.5 grade point average at Start 
while also working two jobs at the Boys and Girls Clubs and ProMedica.

Sleep, apparently, was optional! 
"��� %���� J���� @������ >���� ���� 	�������� �� ����� ��� ���� �	�������

The Blue Gill Club Members Present 
Scholarship to an Outstanding Student
The Truth Staff

men, initially as a social club. Over the years, the Blue Gill has also evolved 
into a service club that raises funds for scholarships, to feed neighborhood 
youth and to assist community action organizations in their missions.

Courtney Jones
Wade Barnett, Jr and Courtney 

Jones at the Cotillion
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FEATURING

BOOTSY
COLLINS

SATURDAY, JULY 20

T H E  1 9 T H  A N N U A L  A F R I C A N  A M E R I C A N  F E S T I V A L  P R E S E N T S

The African american 

BAND
ZAPP

TICKETS ARE OFFICIALLY ON SALE
AT TOLEDO URBAN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION & TICKETMASTER!

MAIN BRANCH- 1441 DORR ST., TOLEDO, OHIO 43607
MONROE BRANCH- 3053 MONROE ST., TOLEDO OHIO 43606

THE

JAGGED EDGE

POKEY
BEAR
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WWW.TOLEDOURBAN.NET
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SPONSORED BY THE TOLEDO URBAN FEDERAL CREDIT UNION

PERFORMANCES BY 

KELLY
Williams JODIE L.

Summers

Comedian Multimedia
Creative

Saxophonist
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AT THE HUNTINGTON CENTER
500 JEFFERSON AVE. 

THE DOORS WILL OPEN AT 2PM
TICKETS: GA $25 & $45, VIP $65
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...continued on page 6

The Movement Team Lucas County Project Graduation

Community Foundation Equity & Access 
Initiative
Submitted by Sarah Ronau

Greater Toledo Community Foundation

Director, Marketing & Communications

The Greater Toledo Community Foundation 
(GTCF)’s Equity & Access Initiative has invest-
ed $485,390 in four rounds of Equity & Access 
Initiative grants. This initiative was launched in 
August 2020 as a proactive response to address 
concerns raised by communities that are dispro-
portionately impacted by inequity and lack of 
access in the Greater Toledo region.

“The Equity & Access Initiative was launched 
in 2020 in response to inequalities laid bare by 
Mr. George Floyd’s murder,” said Pariss Cole-

MYOHIOHOME .ORG
OHIO HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

Homeownership.
Make it Part of Your Future.

The Ohio Housing Finance Agency 
provides down payment and 

closing costs assistance for eligible 
homebuyers as well as affordable  

loan options.

Find out if you qualify at 
myohiohome.org.

MYOHIOHOME .ORG
OHIO HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

Belonging Excellence Program with University of Toledo Foundation Project

man III Esq., Equity & Access Advisory Committee Chairman. “At that 
time, many corporations and other entities published statements of sup-
port for those with needs. Rather than make statements, the Foundation 
wanted to do something. The Foundation wanted to create opportunities to 
improve equity and access to funding opportunities for people and entities 
doing good work, but needing equitable access to funding opportunities 
not only at the Foundation, but at other foundations. Not only short term, 
but long term.”

J">@���������	�������	��	���������������	�������������	����	�-
atively addressing advocacy, economic development or employment or 
�������
����������	�����	���	��	�������������	��	��������������
for the grant. The Equity & Access Initiative 2024 deadline is July 2, 2024.

“Our hope is that by coming together, we can offer solutions to our com-
munity challenges in creative and inclusive ways,” noted Keith Burwell, 
president of Greater Toledo Community Foundation. “We will continue to 
hold ourselves accountable to help heal and connect our community. And 
we will continue to work with others to build a livable, equitable and just 
community, where everyone feels safe.”

Artisha Lawson
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Commissioner Lisa Sobecki, TUFCU CEO Suzette Cowell, Commissioner 
Pete Gerken, Fair Housing CEO George Thomas, Commissioner Anita Lopez, 

TUFCU Board Member Rev. Jerry Boose

...continued on page 11

Community Foundation... continued from page 5

Toledo Urban Announces 2024 African
American Festival  Events and Performers
The Truth Staff

The 19th annual African American Festival will be held this summer on 
July 19-20. The annual Prayer Breakfast will take place on Friday, July 19, 
at the Toledo Museum of Art’s Glass Pavilion. The parade and music festival 
the following day, Saturday, July 20, with the music happening at the Hun-
tington Center.

Last week, at the TUFCU’s Monroe Street location, President and CEO 
Suzette Cowell was joined by the Lucas County Commissioners to announce 
the details of this year’s events. The commissioners have supported the fes-
tival since the earliest days and continue to do so.

“This is a great event for downtown Toledo,” said Pete Gerken, president 
of the Lucas County Commissioners. “We are happy to have the [event] in-
side our Huntington Center. This is a county building and the county should 
count on us. We fund community  projects all year round.”

This year’s 8:00 a.m. Prayer Breakfast will honor eight community mem-
bers and will feature a number of prayers offered by area church leaders. 
This year’s honorees are Terry Crosby , community representative for Tay-
lor Automotive; Bishop Pat McKinstry of the Worship Center and TUFCU 
board chairman; Toledo City Councilman John Hobbs, III; George Thomas, 
CEO and general counsel of the Toledo Fair Housing Center; Jodie Sum-
mers, author, poet and community activist; Angela Cattladge, TUFCU ex-
�����������������������}�'�������'���	&�"�@>���	��������	�����}�'��-
reese Norwood, TUFCU member.

Cowell announced the entertainers that will perform on Saturday at the 
Huntington Center. They include comedian Kelly Williams, saxophonist 
Mike Williams, Jodie Summers, Bootsy Collins, Raheem Devaughn, Pokey 
Bear, the Zapp Band and Jagged Edge. Doors open at 2 p.m.

Saturday morning’s parade will kick off at the TUFCU Dorr Street location 
(corner of Dorr and Detroit) at 10 a.m. and march towards downtown along 
Dorr Street. 

Cowell noted that enthusiasm for the festival starts early in the calendar 
year. “The community looks forward to it and they start calling us about it 
{in early] January.”

“Thank you for organizing this event,” said Commissioner Lisa Sobecki. 
“It started as a dream 19 years ago but the dream has become a reality.”

“I’m honored to be a part of supporting the African American Festival,” 
added Commissioner Anita Lopez.

"���������������������������	�����	����	��	�������������<	�����	��
the applicants operate under an annual operational budget of $100,000 and 
������ ���������������� �������3������������ ������� �� �	�	����������
request for $15,000 or a collaborative application request for $25,000. 
�	����	��	�������������������������	����������������J">@���������
and search for the initiative on the grants page, and follow-up questions 
can be sent to Artisha Lawson at 419-250-5239 or Artisha@toledocf.org

“This initiative prioritizes smaller permanent staffed, grassroot approach 
and collaborative applications,” said Artisha Lawson, GTCF program of-
������Z\	��	��������������������	����	����������������	�������	�&�����
���������	�����	�����������	����	���������������������	������������
�
with me.”

"��������������������������������	��������	����	��	�����$���'����&�
Inc. (collaboration partner Economic and Community Development Insti-
tute), Arts Commission of Greater Toledo, Inc. collaboration partners Is-
sue Box Theatre, Toledo Opera and University of Toledo School of Social 
Justice, La Conexion, GreaterGenerations in collaboration with CityPark 
League Resource Group, Inc., Women of Toledo, Wilbur A. Williams 
Community Life and Technology Center, EqualityToledo, Inc., Believe 
Center., Inc., Midstory, St. Martin de Porres Parish in collaboration with 
Community RE Investment Coalition Englewood SW and Robinson Com-
munity HUB, Reinvest Toledo, Hope’s Landing, The University Church in 
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  ... continued on page 2
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An African American band at an 
Emancipation Day celebration in Austin 

in 1900

Juneteenth in Toledo – Days of Celebration for 
the National Holiday
The Truth Staff

Only a few years ago, even in pre-COVID times, there were very few activities in To-
ledo during Juneteenth. What a difference a few years can make! And what an abundance 
of activities awaits us in just a few days! Juneteenth (June 19) is more than just one day 

This year’s activities get off to an early start with a Minority Health Summit  on June 
9 organized by JuneteenthNY Toledo in partnership with Toledo Public Schools and the 
>	������������������>	�����	��������		��'#����4�� ���������	�����������������
organized this year by JuneteenthNY Toledo – under the stewardship of Kathleen Greely. 
The Summit will be held at the Glass City Enrichment Center.

JUNE 13
The full slate of activities really kicks in on June 13.
JuneteenthNY Toledo is hosting the Englewood Festival Community Day & Kids 

Zone at Robinson Park/Smith Park from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. featuring vendors and com-

Emancipation Day celebration held on 
June 19, 1900, in Austin

of celebrations here in the Glass City! June-
teenth will take up most of the month!
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...continued on page 4

Juneteenth...continued from page 1

��������	
�������	�����		�		��������	
�������	�����		�		��������	
�������	�����		�		��������	
�������	�����	

munity resources. The day opens at Smith with a swimming clinic, golf clinic and 3-on-3 
basketball clinic for the youngsters. A tennis clinic and football clinic will then be con-
ducted at both locations. Later at Robinson – mid afternoon –  a kickball tournament will 
take place, followed by a state performance for youth K-12. The evening ends with an R 
& B performance and a baseball clinic/baseball game at Robinson.

Meanwhile, for adults who own or want to own businesses, the Black Wall Street Com-
munity Development (a partnership among The Juice radio station, The Sojourner’s Truth 

newspaper and Stalwart magazine) are hosting a Speed Funding Event at Ternian Train-
ing Education Center (TTEC) from 6 to 9 p.m. Potential funders will be meeting with 
businesses in a one-on-one format.

The Lucas County Fatherhood Coalition is holding a Fatherhood Conference: The 
Urban Fathers at Mott Branch Library from noon to 3:30 p.m.

Starting on June 13 – and continuing until June 18, JuneteenthNY Toledo has organized 
a restaurant crawl to a variety of Black-owned food establishments. Jamaican Spice, the 
Lyte House, Club Evolution, This Is It, Bertha Mae’s Kitchen and Jera’s Heavenly Sweet 
are the featured eateries on successive days from the June 13 to the 18. The establishments 
will offer specials and entertainment. 
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Please join us throughout the week to celebrate urban fathers in Lucas County
Avis Files, Chair, David Kontur, Co-Chair

��������	
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�������	�����		�		��������	
�������	�����		�		��������	
�������	�����		
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Juneteenth... continued from page 2
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The Toledo Lucas County presents a Juneteenth Trivia Challenge from 5:30 – 7 p.m. at 
the Kent Branch.  Test your knowledge of Juneteenth, which commemorates the abolition 
of slavery in the United States. Jamaican Spice���������������������������	��������������

JUNE 14
FATHERS AND Families Day, sponsored by the Lucas County Fatherhood Coalition, 

will be held at the Port Lawrence Housing Development with a variety of activities for 
Fathers and Families – all are welcome to attend.

The African American Legacy Project will be honoring Sports Legends again this year 
starting with a Smoker at 6 p.m. at the Renaissance Hotel. This year the sports legends 
being saluted are Al Baker (football); Myron Bell (football); Jerry Blanton (football); 
Robert Clark (golf); Donald Collins (basketball); Nigel Hayes Davis (basketball; Melvin 
Newbern (basketball); Theresa Early (track); Che’ Snelling (track).

The Restaurant Crawl continues at the Lyte House featuring burgers and billiards and 
live entertainment with Carmen Miller.

JUNE 15 
Who doesn’t love a parade! On Saturday morning a Juneteenth Parade, sponsored 

by Community United in conjunction with The Juice FM 107.3 will start St. Clair and 
Monroe, down to Summit, up to Jackson and end up at One Government Center with a 
ceremony at One Government Cent to follow. Dance teams, slingshots, Corvettes, scats 
and more will be on parade.

The African American Legacy Project’s second phase of honoring Sports Legends 
continues with the Induction at Jerusalem Baptist Church at 1 p.m. Call 419-720-4369 for 
more information.

The Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc Juneteenth Community Health and Wellness Fair 
will be held in the parking lot of the Martin Luther King, Jr. Academy for Boys from noon 
to 3:30 p.m. – health screenings, free food, bike giveaways and activities for children are 
all part of the day’s fun.

Meanwhile, starting at 11:30, the Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. will host a June-
teenth Jazz Brunch & Silent Auction at The Pinnacle. Guest artists are J’Zillance Band 
and Ms. Sheila Brown. The event will also honor the sorority’s 2024 Scholarship Recipi-
ents. Afrocentric attire is encouraged. Tickets are available via EventBrite.

Bowling Green ��������	��������������������	�������]����������	�4������������Ju-
neteenth Festival, from 2 to 8 p.m., there will be activities for the family in the arts, with 
live music and food at Wooster Green – 100 S. Church Street

And you can round out the Saturday activities by attending a Juneteenth 2024 Rooftop 
Celebration – the third such annual event – at the Main Branch Library from 7 to 10 p.m. 

The rooftop event is a collaboration between the NAACP Toledo Branch and the AKL 
chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Tickets are available at EventBrite.

Club Evolution is the day’s hot spot in the restaurant crawl
JUNE 16
On Sunday, diners are treated to a double treat of restaurants participating in the Crawl. 

This Is It is offering a jazz brunch and Turkey Up Toledo presents gospel music  with 
their brunch.

JUNE 17
The Toledo Lucas County Public Library presents Juneteenth Rocks!
From 2 – 3 p.m. at Lagrange Branch 
Create inspirational art and motivational messages on rocks in observation of the June-

teenth holiday.
Also at the Library - �����������	
���������������
From 3 – 4 p.m. at Mott Branch 
Make a summer treat using an ice cream cone, chocolate, and marshmallows, then listen 

�	�����	�����	���$���������������	��������	����	������������������
Register (https://events.toledolibrary.org/event/10287546)
Bertha Mae’s Kitchen is the restaurant of the day. Open from 11 am to 6 pm for their 

����������������������*��	����������������������������������������������/&���������
Hollywood Connection will provide the live entertainment and the Bar Party Truck will 
provide the cocktails!!

JUNE 18
The Toledo Lucas County Library presents Juneteenth Fusion Jubilee
From noon – 1 p.m. at Lagrange Branch
Celebrate the Juneteenth contributions of the Afro-Latino community while making a 

refreshing and healthy meal. You will blend ingredients and cultures to create a Juneteenth 
Fusion Jubilee. Registration required.

Register (https://events.toledolibrary.org/event/10914011)
It’s dessert time at Jera’s Heavenly Sweet and what an appropriate, and heavenly,  way 

to close out the Restaurant Crawl. And desserts will be available from noon to 7 p.m. 
along with entertainment.

JUNE 19
JuneteenthNY presents the Celebration of Black King at The Toledo Club starting 

at 5 p.m. This year’s honorees are: Lee Williams, Joseph Peterson, Tracy Knighten, 
Milt McIntyre, Truman Claytor, Willie Knighten, John Preston, Clarence Smith Jr., El-
gin Rogers, Wakeso Peterson, Randall Parker, Rev Cedric Brock, Judge Ian English, 

John Glover, Edward Cook, Judge Myron Duhart, 
Dr. Calvin Burney Jr., Emilio Ramirez, Josh Wil-
liams, Larry Jones, James Gant, Maurice Morris, 
Ronald Rice, Richard Jackson, Roy Hodge, Victor 
Coleman, Lesean Shaw, Anthony Atkins and Shawn 
Mahone

JUNE 21
The Toledo Museum of Art’s Juneteenth Cel-

ebration takes place at the Family Center from 11 
a.m. to 6 p.m. Celebrate Juneteenth with your fam-
ily and create a work of art together

Africa Unmasked: Teaching Collection Touch Art 
with Ask Me Docents – 4 to 6 pm

Drawing in the Galleries – 4 to 6 pm
Meet the Artist Q & A with James Dickerson “dirt-

ykics” – 5 to 6 pm  - His artwork is currently on dis-
play in the Robert C. & Susan Savage Community 
Gallery

TMA Pop Up Bar  - 5 to 7 pm
Urban Art Orchestra – 6 to 7:30 pm – TMA Terrace

Page 4 June 5, 2024
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Brandon Upchurch, Frederick Wilson, Siti Dotson-Chambers, Steve 
Eaton, Washington Muhammad

Community Groups Gather to Protest Police 
Use of Dogs
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

New Order National Human Rights Organization, joined by the Commu-
nity Solidarity Police Accountability and Review Council (CSPARC) held a 
press conference on this past Sunday afternoon to protest the actions of of-
������	������"	���	��	�����]����������������������	���	����	������
���	����
held in custody.

Z#��������	�������
��������	����&�������������&������	�������
�����&�
�����	�������
��������	������������������	��������	������&���������	��
�	���������&[������'����]	��	`>�������&���\���!�������������������

“We’ve done everything that we can do to show them that we’re a peaceful 
��	���������4����������	�������	��<������������	���	�����4����	���	���
��
it into our own hands and provide justice for ourselves,” said Washington 
���������	������>'�3�>�

"����������	��������	�3����������������������`����������������	�	�����
���������%���	���������4�����
�������
��������	������������#����������
��	����&������������	���������!������3�����#���	�����������������
���������	�����	���	����������
�������������������	��������	����������	�����

#��� ��� ���� ������ ����� ���� �������� Z�	� ��`��������� ���� �������	&[� �����
��������&� �� ������� 	�� �������� �	��	����� !������� �	� ���� �	�&� ���������
����������	������	�����������	��	��	&�����	���������������	�������!������
#���	���������������������������	������
����������

����������������������	�������	��������������"	���	�@����]���������������
������������������������������4���	��}����������
���	�'���������
V	��������	������������������������	������	�������>	����<����

He was charged with obstruction and resisting arrest and, after a number 
	���	���	�����&�	���������	���������	��$�������	��������������	��	�-
fenses. He has pleaded not guilty.

3�"�]����������������	������������	��������������	�������������������
to use-of-force guidelines and will not be disciplined for ordering his dog to 
�����
������������������������������������������������	��������������������
failure to verify the license plate was stolen.

"��������	�����	��������������	��������������	����������������������
����� '����� ��� ����� ��		�� ����� ��������� ��� ���� ��������� 	� ����� ���&�
@�������
�#���	�

Z���	������
���	���������������
	���������	��	
����������������������	��
��������	����	��	��������	���	������&[������]	��	`>���������Z���	����
��
���	����������
	�������������	���	����	����������������	������	�	���	�����

����������&��������������	�����������"��������������������	������&���������
not tolerate them using dogs, punching people, calling community citizens 
out of their names … we are watching”

������������������������������	���>'�3�>����������	�����������-
fort to establish a citizens’ review board outside of the purview of govern-
ment agencies.

Z"��� >	������� '	��������� �	�����3��	���������� ��� ������� >	�����
������	�
����	�	����� �	������� ����������	�� ��	����	������� ��� ��������
�����������&������������������	��������������	�������	�������������-
����� �� ����"	���	� ����� ������	�� ����������� 	�� ����&� ������� 	�������	&�
gender identity, income level, mental health status, disabling condition, citi-
zenship status or any other identity.”

��������� ���������� ����� �������� ������ ����	� ����� ��� �������� ��� ����
CSPARC. 

Z#�����
��	�����������������������������	��������������������	�������
�����	�	��	�������������'��>	��&�'����	�����&[����������

�	����	����	�������	�������������		��V�%&�"����	������"����������
>	�������	����	����	������������>	����>������4��'�������&�\���	���
3��	�����	� 	�� \���	� %������� �� ��	�����	���#	��4�� >���� �������
%���>�������	����	����	������\���	���'	�	�����	������]����� ����&�����
%����J�����>������&�\��������J�	��&� ���&�\��������>������	��J	��
��>�����&�"	���	������{	����'�	����������&����"	���	�������'������
3��������&�@���������	��@�����&����&"�����	����&����&��	����	����	�����-
���$��	��3���������&������������������������&����&�����		��� ����
Coats.

J�������"	���	�>	�������@	�����	������������������������	������-
tion created by citizens of our community to enrich the quality of life for 
�������������������������	���������������������������¡�&�����@	���-
��	������	��������¢¢������������������	������	���������£��¤������	��
"��� @	�����	� ��	������ ��������	���� ��������� �	�� ����������&� ����-
lies, businesses and corporations to meet their charitable giving needs. 
@	���	�����	�����	���	���J�������"	���	�>	�������@	�����	&�������
www.toledocf.org 
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Kristie Knighten (KPK Unlimited)

The Black Wall Street Community Development 
Coaching Session
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

"���%���
�#����'������>	�������]����	��������������������	������
�����	�Z'����������'�����[����""�>�*¤����V����3���/�#�������&���������
"���������������������	����������`�����������������������	�%#'>]4��
$��������'�����@����������$�������"��������	�����������	����%���
�
��������������������������������������������������	�����������
��`
���������������	����������������������

"��������������������������	����	��
¥�"	��%�����`J�����*$������¢¡���#$�>/
¥�@��������#	���*"���'	<	����4��"�����\��������/
¥� ������� ������* � ���������/
¥�"�����%����������%�������$	��	�*#"�J����3%>/
¥�'������@	�����*'���������������/�

Z"���
��� �	���������������� ����	�������&[��������"	��%�����`�J����&�
�	����������
������������������	��#$�>��¢¡���"���$����&�Z����	��<����
���	�����	���������������������������	�����������	���	4�������������
������	�4���	�������������	���	4���	���������
�����	����	����4������
����	��	�������`� � ��4��	���	����	��	�
��	���	�����4��	���	����	��	�
�
�	�������[�

%���
���������������	�������������������������������������������	�	��	��
��������������	�������������"��������	����������������	�����	��������`
�����������	����������������	&���������&��������&�����	�������������

Z{	��������	��	��	�����������&[������������@��������#	��&�����	�����
���������� 	��"��� '	<	����4��"����� \���������� Z{	�� ����� �	� ���������

...continued on page 13

Toni Battle-Gaines, The Juice 107.3 
FM

������	�����&��������	������ �	��	������	��	������ �	��������3��
then you have to do your research on the various outlets that are avail`
�����[��������������������	������������������������	��	���	�����������`
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AGES 6-19 RIDE TARTA FOR FREE
The Youth Summer Blast Pass (YSBP) is intended to

help passholders, ages 6-19, find independence

while learning more about how to use public transit. 

From June 1st - August 31st, the YSBP provides 
unlimited rides on all TARTA services:

Get started today at TARTA.com/blast. 

Fixed Route

TARTA Flex

TARTA Paratransit

���������	
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Black Wall Street...continued from page 12

ket in today’s world and provided knowledge on 
questions asked from the group in the hour-long 
session.

The Black Wall Street Community Develop-
ment is an organization established by local 
Black-owned media – The Juice 107.3 radio sta-
tion, The Sojourner’s Truth newspaper and Stal-
wart magazine. Started in 2023, the group has 
hosted a wealth of events and sessions to help 
empower the Black business community in NW 
Ohio.

The Black Wall Street Community Devel-
opment’s mission statement “is to empower a 
community of business owners through activi-
ties such as mentorship, networking, leadership 
�	�������������������������������������	����-
vocacy, support.”

]�����3�����������&�������	����	����������`
part series of events for Black entrepreneurs on 
topics pertinent to success and viability in to-
day’s market. The sessions included such topics 

Tesha Ballard and Brittany Johnson (WTVG 13 ABC) Stayce Fowler (Stalwart 
Magazine) 
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ACT NOW! 

UP TO $600 off*
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Giving Circles – A Powerful Vehicle for 
Philanthropy

What is a Giving Circle? A Giving Circle is a group of people that pool 
their donation dollars to make a bigger impact in their community.  Mem-
bers nominate and vote on the charities that receive the pooled donations. 
Grapevine is one of the leading online networks of Giving Circles and the 
Northwestern Ohio Women’s Giving Circle is Toledo Women Together. 

Toledo Women Together started in the summer of 2022 as Toledo Women 
for Good.  The recent rebranding was due to a stall in growth and a desire to 
increase the social, networking, and volunteer aspects of the organization. A 
brand-new newsletter and monthly coffee hours are two ways the group is try-
ing to increase engagement with their membership and the community.  The 
������	������	��������������������������������	�������������������������

�	����������������������������������	��"	���	�#	���"	�����������-

bership donations include So All May Eat, Bethany House, Light the Way, 
and Alzheimer’s and Dementia Care Services of Northwestern Ohio. The 
group is always looking for new members to increase their donor pool and 
provide introduction to other charitable causes in the area.  If interested in 
learning more about the mission of Toledo Women Together check out their 
website at https://tinyurl.com/TolW419.

as “Scaling Your Biz,” “Brand Strategy” and “Financial Snapshot.”
On June 13, the BWSCD will be hosting an epic speed funding event 

held at TTEC for Juneteenth at 6 p.m., in partnership with Toledo June-
teenthNY, to help entrepreneurs catapult themselves into the next level of 

their business.
To learn more about BWSDC visit Facebook @ Black Wall Street Com-

munity Development. To learn more about Assets Toledo visit assetstoledo.
com or their Facebook page.
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Negotiating While Black: Be Who You Are to Get 
What You Want by Damali Peterman
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Absolutely not.
3�� ����4�� ���� ���� ������� \	�	��4��

�������	���&�	�	��������������������-
���&� ��4�� �	�&� ���� ������ ��� <���� �����
Z	�[� !�� ��� ��� �� �������� ��4�� ������ �	���
������� �		��������������	��	�����&���
�	����4�� �	���� 	�� ������ �	� ��� �� �������
��	��+������Negotiating While Black by Damali Peterman, and you 
�	������������������������\��������!�

{	�������	��������{	�4��������&������4��������������%�������	���
��
���� ����	����������4�� ��<����	&������������	�+�]��������������
�	����������&��		&����������������	�����������������	���������������
����������������������������������������������

#�����������������4��%���
&����	������	���	��������+
����������������	��������>�!�	��%���
���	����3]�&���������������

�����������	����	��Z\��	�����	�����������&[���������&��������
	���������
�������������	��������	������������@���������������������	�����������
	����	�����	�������������	������}������������������&���������������	���	-
������	�����	���

@�����	�����&��	4������������	����	�����	}����������	����
����������	�
	���������	�������	���������	��	�&��	�4�����	��������3��	�
	�������
�����4��	����Z	�`����`���`���[�����	������`��`��
�}��	�������	���������
�	�
��������	���	��

#����	�4�����
����	���	������&�
��������������Z@��������������
������\��	�����	[��
	��������	�����&�������	�����&��	���	� ������
��	����&��	���	��	��������&���������	���	�������������������	�������-
��	��	�����	���������	4���	����������������	�������������������������
���� �������3������Z����	������������ ����[}�	���	��� �	� ������� ������
�	�����������������������������������]	��	���������������Z���
�������������
���[��	��	�������Z�	����������������	��	�
�����[�����	��������3���������

��������� �	���
�� ����	����&������	4����	��
�	��������		�����
����� 	���	���	�	����
�	��� ������ 3�	�	����� ���� ������� 3��

	��������	��	������Z����`���
�����	-
�����	�[��	����������������	�����������

{	�4��� ���� �	��� 	�� ����	� ��	� 
	���
���������������{	�4�����	�����������	����
����	���������	���'	�������	���	��������
��������� Negotiating While Black.

3�
��������������+����	�����	��4���	�
�
��������������������&��	�����	��]�����������-
�����	�������������������	��������������
	�� ���
���������	������������������	-
������������	�
���	���	�������������������
��� �������	&� �� 	�� 	������� 	�� ���� 	������
V�������	���������������������&�����������
	������&�������������	�����`	���`���
-
����&����
�������	������	�����{��&��	���
	�� ���������������� ����	��	`��������� ���
���	� �	���� ����� ��� �����������&� �����-
�������`�	`����������	���	��������������
����������	������	��	����	�������������-
��	�	��������������������������

Negotiating While Black 
author CREDIT Lumumba 

David of David Media 
Group

#��� Z������[� �	��4�� ���� ��� ���	��� ��� �������� ��� 	�� ���� ������
�	��&�Negotiating While Black���������		
��	������������	����	����������
�	���
��������������������

'�	�����	���������+
Absolutely not. 

��������	
��
���
	�� Page 11July 26, 2023Page 14 June 5, 2024



��������	
��
���
	��

����������������������
REUNION
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 ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
AFFORDABLE HOUSING MASTER WAITING LIST
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NOTICE TO BIDDERS
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BUS TRIP
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BUSINESS OUTREACH COORDINATOR 
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PATHWAY, INC. CEASES EMERGENCY RENTAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAM 
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The Wayman Palmer YMCA Holds Topping Off 
Ceremony
The Truth Staff

The Wayman Palmer YMCA is well underway to meeting the agency’s goal 
of opening its newly constructed facility in early 2025. On Monday, May 
20, a topping-off ceremony was held on site to mark an important step in the 
process.

"������������������������	��	��	����������������������&���������	�����������
other attendees were invited to autograph the beam before it was lifted aloft.

Z"����	����`	��������	���������������������������	������������<	��-
ney towarss the opening of the new Wayman D. Palmer YMCW,” said Brad 
Toft, president and CEO of the YMCA of Greater Toledo.

Z#�4�����������	��<����������������������	��	��������	����������������
community,” said Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz.

The 50,000 square-foot facility has been funded at a cost of around $30 
million by the City of Toledo using monies from the American Rescue Plan 
Act, noted the mayor. The facility will include a swimming pool, and outdoor 
splash pad, a multipurpose space, wellness center among the many ameni-
ties.

Of course, the question for those living in the community surrounding the 
new Wayman Palmer facility will be – will the construction price tag make it 
too expensive for those in the neighborhood to have access to those facilities.

“I think we are going to give the community the programs and services at a 
very high level,” said Eric Williams, director of the Wayman Palmer Y. “We 
also want to make sure that no one gets turned away and that we have pricing 
structures to make sure that happens.”

As an example, the Y is partnering with the Toledo Public Schools Head Start 
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Early Childhood program, the Tole-
do Northwest Food Bank for a food 
pantry and the T.A.C.K.L.E. Pro-
gram, a youth mental health agency. 
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Open for  wellness
OPEN FOR YOU

Whether you need preventive and  
wellness care or help managing a  
complex health condition, The University  
of Toledo Medical Center’s internal 
medicine providers are the healthcare 
leaders you want on your team.

utmc.utoledo.edu
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