
Edward Dixon, center, Celebrates His 80th Birthday with His Wife Avie Dixon and State Rep. Elgin Rogers at Scott High School
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In the annals of sporting and political history alike, few events capture 
the essence of competition and the human spirit quite like the Thrilla in 
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and Joe Frazier. 
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political parallel mirroring the fervor and intensity once witnessed in the 
Philippines with Marcy Kaptur and Derek Merrin at the heart of another 
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Ohio’s 9th Congressional District is one of only 13 U.S. House districts 
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tricts.

Yet, Kaptur, a stalwart in northwest Ohio’s political scene since 1983, 
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a strong conservative stance, stepping up to challenge her. 
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 Float like a butterfly, sting like a bee.

   - Muhammad Ali 

The Thriller in November
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

Merrin is “not the answer” and don’t see Marcy losing. 
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attention from The Blade and positioned himself against many within his 
party, particularly those who had supported the former Ohio Speaker of the 
House, Larry Householder. 

Merrin’s confrontational stance, especially in the aftermath of the speak#
���
�"�!��	��	��
����
��	����	�������	��2�"����!�����$	����������!��	���	�
�"��4����������!	����	
�)���!��	�!���""��	��
���������
��������������#
�������������
���"����(�/
����""���!
��!���������	
�
���"��!�������!��#
��	����	������$��#���
	������������
���������	���������������	��2�"��#
licans, who view his tactics and political ideology with skepticism. 

Finally, Derek Merrin doesn’t seem to possess much name recognition 
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(419)213-6753 / CASAKIDS.NET
More Information :

CASA INFORMATION SESSION
I N V I T A T I O N

We invite you to join one of our CASA  information sessions to
learn about our program and the volunteer application process.

Receive forty (40) hours of
free, interactive training to
prepare you to work
independently to advocate,
investigate and monitor cases
of child abuse and neglect in
the juvenile court system.

BENEFITS

Make a direct impact on the
lives of abused and neglected
children.
Learn and grow personally and
professionally, plus be part of a
like-minded and supportive
community.

Dates at  the

Sanger Branch Library 
3030 Central Ave. Toledo, OH 43606

Sunday 3/3 at 2 PM

Sunday 4/7 at 2 PM

Dates at  the

Sylvania Branch Library 
6749 Monroe Street, Sylvania, OH 43560

Sunday 5/5 at 2 PM 

Wednesday 5/22 at 7 PM
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Community Calendar
April 4
Kwanzaa Park Neighbors Meeting: 6 pm at The Padua Center; Guest speaker 
Nancy Gurney of the League of Women Voters: 419-241-6465 or 419-460-3071

April 11
Toledo Lucas County Health Department Presents Black Motherhood: Tackling 
Postpartum Depression Thursday:  11:00am to 2:00pm; Kent Branch Library

April 20
Toledo Lucas County Health Department Presents Black Motherhood: Tackling 
Postpartum Depression: In collaboration with Cribs 4 Kids and CareSource. 
Healthy You/Healthy Kids Saturday; 11:00am to 2:00 pm; Wayman Palmer 
YMCA

9th Annual Ode to the Zip Code Winners Announced: Main Branch Library; 2-4 
pm; youth, young adult and adult categories winners announces
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Perryman...continued from page 2

Last One in Is a Monkey’s Uncle
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Remember that childhood game in which a gang of kids would challenge 
each other to jump into a lake, river or swimming pool with the taunt, “Last 
one in is a monkey’s uncle!”

And if you were the last one in, you were the uncle! Moral of the story: 
No one wants to be the last one to the party, the dance, the dinner or the last 
one to jump into the pool!

When you are last, you are left with the leftovers, the scraps from the buf-
fett, the “plain jane” girl left standing by herself on the wall or the worse 
seat at the dinner table next to someone’s garrulous aunt who is always 
asking you to pass her the butter dish.

When you are last, the earlier aspirants have made presentations to the 
big venture capitalist hitters in the room; and when you arrive, there is no 
one to take your business card or you were left out of the next meeting to 
be held at an undisclosed location.

When you are last, the fast talkers and the fast money changes hands and 
those who can spin their story, spin it and you are left trying to discern what 
was said or what you should say since you do not want to cover what was 
already explained.

Well…if you read a cursory sampling of business magazines or online 
business sites, you will quickly read that the big money players are playing 
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intelligence).

And, if you are not throwing down an ace or two, you will quickly realize 
that your game ain’t got game! Why is this critically important? Recently 
the Saudis pledged $40 billion to invest in AI in their country with the goal 
of making their country a major player in the development and the imple-
mentation of all things AI.

That $40 billion investment is just the tip of the proverbial iceberg that 
the Saudis and other oil rich countries are pooling together so as to expand 
their portfolio of economic riches; and not be solely dependent on pumping 
fossil fuels (aka: oil and gas) out of their desert kingdoms.

If the Saudis and others are able to corral and woo the technical opera-
tives who eat and sleep AI, they win and the winning pot is beyond enor-
mous or earth shaking. It is profound.

It is profound because with AI and its AI progeny will literally change 
how you think, what you view, what you eat and what medicines you will 
take in the near future.

AI will have the demonstrated capacity to create images that will mimic 
the “real thing” and which could play havoc in politics, the media and 
world events. Imagine scenarios where voices and images of world lead-
ers are “copied” to the point of being nigh incapable of being depicted as 
a fraud.

Imagine the devastation AI could cause in the hands of governments and 
people who have no respect for boundaries of decency and respect and 
have no ethics by which they could release the awesome and corruptible 
power of AI in banking, commerce, education and politics.

Literally, we are talking about a whole new world of “what ifs” if AI is 
not properly constrained by laws and treaties because due to the inherent 
dark nature of humankind, evil can take hold of the most innocent of inven-
tions and everyone suffers…or dies.

You heard recently where Tyler Perry is holding off building a $800 mil-
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make such an enormous investment in physical facilities because with AI, 
it can be “created” as if it were real.
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sive sound apparatus or life like settings to make the motion picture seem, 
“authentic.”

Just leave it to the advanced technology of AI and voila…you have your  
locales without all of the needed personnel to build them and maintain 
them. AI creates and does it all!

 Imagine robots equipped with AI features that can cook and clean your 
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Everyone could have a 10 feet by 10 feet screen on their house wall that 
would broadcast your programs in brilliant living color at a minimal cost 
to you.

 AI could set up clothing factories where you could tell AI what you 
want, measurements, what fabric to use and in a matter of hours, you have 
your new wardrobe!

Of course, AI can be a modern day Frankenstein that could rampage in 

the village square and wreak havoc in 
sensitive systems and that is the reason 
why AI should be closely monitored for 
any aberrations that show that AI could 
develop its own sense of being and take 
on a life of its own.

Watch again the movie, 2001, A Space 
Odyssey and watch how the AI com-
puter tries to outfake Hal, the astronaut, 
and prevent Hal from shutting it down. 
Scary.

 Play close attention to AI and who is 
backing it and what their agenda is be-
cause AI could be your friend or your worse enemy.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

In order to win the Thriller in November, the principle of “Floating like 
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strategy emphasizes the importance of strategy and the value of unity in 
the face of division.
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way to victory. 

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org
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hospicenwo.org  |  419-661-4001hospicenwo.org  |  419-661-4001

Understanding that every patient and Understanding that every patient and 
family is unique, our experienced family is unique, our experienced 
team of  experts provides specialized team of  experts provides specialized 
medical care as well as emotional and medical care as well as emotional and 
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individual. Care and guidance are individual. Care and guidance are 
provided in the home, a nursing home, provided in the home, a nursing home, 
assisted living facility or one of  our assisted living facility or one of  our 
freestanding Hospice Centers.freestanding Hospice Centers.

As a community-based organization As a community-based organization 
with more than 40 years of  experience, with more than 40 years of  experience, 
no one is ever turned away due to no one is ever turned away due to 
complexity of  care or inability to pay.complexity of  care or inability to pay.

life
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caring for the terminally ill. caring for the terminally ill. 
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as he continues to block progress toward establishing an immediate truce and 
as he has renounced the possibility of a two-state solution. Cooler heads intent 
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 “That is why I continue to engage in diplomatic dialogues with our partners 
in the Middle East and within the United Nations to chart the path toward a 
just peace. I encourage my colleagues in Congress to do the same. 
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war between Hamas and Israel must be ended.” 
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Last week, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur (OH-
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her support for a Two-State Solution for the Israeli 
and Palestinian people:
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... continued on page 6
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City of Toledo Outlines Updates to New 
Equitable Business Opportunities Program
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The City of Toledo held a meeting outlining its updates to its new Eq-
uitable Business Opportunities Program at the Main Branch Library Large 
Glass Room on Wednesday March 27. Toledeans were given the opportunity 
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Equity and Inclusion

City of Toledo; along with Abby Arnold, deputy chief of staff; Melanie 
Campbell and Bryan Benner representing the City of Toledo Finance De-
"��	���	��"�����	��	
������������$�!���	�	��	
����!����������������	
��
city’s plans.

Toledo’s new Equitable Business Opportunities Program “seeks to in-
crease economic opportunities for small or disadvantaged businesses owned 
by women, veterans, or minorities while also ensuring that the City of Toledo 
adheres to local, state, and federal regulations including wage laws and con-
tract compliance rules.”

In the session, the city representatives introduced their streamlined bids 
���!��	��!�	�����"��!���������������	��	��	
������$���!��	���������	��
������!	����!�"������>�!��	��!�	�������	��(

Background on study 
��/����������	���"���	���	�������!���!	�����E��$������<	��������

completed in 2022
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��L
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October 18, 2022
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tion plan based on recommendations
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owners remained after controlling for capacity and other factors. Anecdotal 
���������""��	��	
�����������(

• Twelve recommendations were made for utilizing some race and gender 
conscious program elements in addition to race and gender-neutral efforts, 
such as monitoring prevailing wage.

Implementation Strategies
1. Contract by Contract Goals
*(�7��	��!�	����6��!���
3. Bonding Waivers
4. Prompt Pay
5. Contract Compliance
6. Purchasing Forecasts
�(�<
����<�""��	�<����!��
8. Review and Reporting
The city representatives highlighted: 

Small Business Program
�� ������!�	����� $��� 	
�� <����� ���������

6�����������������$$��$� 	
��<�������-
tion and the size standards adjusted to sup-
port and promote small businesses identi-
�����	
�������/��������4�	������

��7��"��������$�!�� ��!�	����	
�������
Toledo Market Area

• Less than $2 million annual revenue
• Owners’ adjusted gross income does 

not exceed $250,000
Contract by Contract Goals
1. Calculation is determined based on 
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stion Annual and Contract-by-Contract Aspirational Goals | Departments 
Contracting Department,
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gram
5. Will only need to recertify every three years
With about 30 people in attendance many questions and concerns were 

���������������	
��"���������!������
����������������!�����	��������"��B-
ects, the progress of the program, how businesses will actually be held ac-
countable to work with minority contractors, among others.

To learn more about the study toledo.oh.gov/disparity-study

Scott High School 
Class of 1969
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Subject to credit approval. 

State Bank GIVES (Gathering Individuals to Volunteer, Empower and Serve) is a 
Volunteer program created to provide local nonprofit organizations access to  
State Bank employees who volunteer their time to make a difference in the  
lives of the people and communities where we live, work, and play. 

Request volunteers at YourStateBank.com/GIVES

State Bank GIVES

“Everybody can be great…because  
  anyone can serve.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.

Honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604

YourStateBank.com
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...continued on page 13

Affordable Dental Coverage...continued from page 4

Ohio’s Child Care Crisis Explained
Policymakers leave parents, providers without options
Special to The Truth

State legislators have driven Ohio’s child care system into crisis, accord-
ing to a new report released today by Policy Matters Ohio. The state makes 
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too few providers can afford to stay open, and too few families can access 
affordable child care.

“By forcing providers to operate with extremely narrow margins, Ohio’s 
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child-care workers in Ohio dropped by 35.89 percent. “Child-care provid-
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The report highlights how other states have created more reliable, resil-
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The analysis informed comments delivered earlier this week to the Ohio 
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avoiding tobacco, caffeine and alcohol.
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Choose the Plan 
Ohioans Trust
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..continued on page 9
Ohio State Representative Elgin Rodgers, honoree Ed Dixon and his wife Avie 

Dixon 

MYOHIOHOME .ORG
OHIO HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

Homeownership.
Make it Part of Your Future.

The Ohio Housing Finance Agency 
provides down payment and 

closing costs assistance for eligible 
homebuyers as well as affordable  

loan options.

Find out if you qualify at 
myohiohome.org.

MYOHIOHOME .ORG
OHIO HOUSING FINANCE AGENCY

Family, Friends, Fraternity Brothers, Former 
Students and Dignitaries Help Ed Dixon 
Celebrate His 80th
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Edward Dixon, former band director at Robinson Junior High school and 
Scott High School, celebrated 80 years of life well lived at Scott High School 
Fieldhouse Saturday March 31. The Toledo legend was surrounded by fam-
ily, friends, former students, colleagues and dignitaries on his very special 
day. 

���������$�	
��<!�		��������!������	��:����	
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�����<�	�����
to celebrate Ed Dixon. Performances and tributes included Bishop Robert 

Culp of First Church of God; selections by son Errick Dixon, director of 
My5tery Music; Scott Alumni Choir; Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.; a proc-
lamation given by Representative Elgin Rogers; tributes by family; band 
performances and more. 

In September, 1970, Dixon began his new career as the band director at 
Robinson Junior High School by marching in the picket line during the “big 

Ed Dixon, former band director at Robinson and Scott High School with 
members of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc

Page 8 April 3, 2024
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...continued on page 12

Ed Dixon... continued from page 8

strike.”  In his six years as that school’s band director, Robinson became the 
���	�B������
��
��!
�������!
������������
��(��/
������"��$����������-
!���"����������	�
��
��!
����$��	�����������������!
�����������	���(��
/
��!��!��	�����"�������	����	
������4���$�����"��$�������!������#������
!��"���	����(

)������ 	
�� ?����� 7�	���@� ����� ����� ���� 	
�� ���!	��� �$� ?V��
	��
<!
����@� !������	�� ����!
���	� "������� �	� V��!���� ������	���� <!
���(��

���"��	��$� 	
��"��������
�� 	���
	�!�����!��!����������!��!
��	
��������
���4�	�����	���(��/
���
��������$��	����������������	
��!�	��!
��"�-
���
�"(��5����	���!��!
��!
��"����
�"�������	������	�<	��������5�������
2������7�	
�����������	�����!
������
����
���!
�������		���(�5�������
!��!
�����������	�����	�<	��������5���(

In 1975 Dixon tra��$�����	��<!�		�5��
�<!
�����!
�������	
��������$�	
��
����	��	
��?&��	��	�!�)��!������!
���@(��)������
����*�������������!	����$�
	
��!��!��	�������	���	������������!����?�A!�����	@����?��"�����@����	
��
�
�������!���!�	��������!��	������<���� ������������7��	��	�� "�������
?7������@�!�����������������!(�5�������
������!4����"�"�����$������4�	�����
�����(

���������������������������������������������
������!��"��#$��%
������
����%
����

&��%�
�����'�����	���	����
��
�����(��)���*���
���������!��"��#$��+�
�����
-���%
�����

�

��/���!����������������!�����
�������&�1�
��&��������������������-���


�����!����������2���������������
����������������
�%��������*�
��
���������
����#$��%�
���������%
����

����������������&�
������+����*�
��
�������!���+��������3$34

Page 9April 3, 2024



��������	
��
���
	��

Spring Clean the Pantry for Low-Cost Eating
Patrice Powers-Barker, OSU Extension, Lucas County

It’s the time of year when we might be thinking about spring cleaning indoors 
or outdoors. Take this fresh start to use what you already have in the kitchen to 
��������������������"�!���"�����������"����(���$��������	���$�!��4������	
�
what you have include:

• Cleaning out the cupboard, pantry, freezer and/or refrigerator of food you 
might have overlooked or forgotten about! 

• Saves money because you are not purchasing new food – you are using things 
you already have.

• Prevents food waste by using what you have. This is of value throughout the 
year but can be highlighted as we celebrate Earth Day in April. 

My co-worker shared a story about her household’s “Cupboard Clean-Out 
Cooking Challenge.” They took inspiration from their interest in watching 
shows like “Chopped”, “MasterChef”, “Top Chef” and  “The Great British Bak-
����<
��(@�5������
	����	��	���$$�	
�����	����4����������$�������
���	��
!���	��	����$$����	�����������������������"��4�����	(�/
�����	����������"��4�
and rice bowls with a side of fresh fruit. The rest of the left-over pork was mixed 
with a can of black beans for nachos for an additional meal. These could work 
well for evening meals or packed up for lunch on the go! 

If you’re using food on hand, you might have to be very creative but there 
are some basic types of meals and food combinations to get you started. For 
instance, think loaded baked potatoes, omelet or quesadillas. Other dishes that 
can use a variety of foods are soups, large salads, spaghetti or lasagna, stir-fry, or 
casseroles. Think about including a protein (meat, dried beans), a grain (pasta, 
rice, bread), and vegetables and or fruits. 

The other day I had the best omelet made with a small amount of leftovers 

THURSDAY, MAY 2
3:00 - 5:00 PM

MAIN LIBRARY
325 N MICHIGAN ST,
TOLEDO, OH 43604

SCAN HERE

TO REGISTER ONLINE

Workshop Overview

TONY PORTER:
HEALTHY MASCULINITY
LEADERSHIP

Author and CEO of A Call to Men, Tony
Porter, will speak on leadership through
the lens of healthy masculinity and
men's responsibility to be allies and
advocates to women, girls, and other
marginalized communities.

&

Present

To Register Please Visit
www.toledolibrary.org/bettertoledo
Or, Scan the QR Code.

Tony Porter has served as an adviser to the
National Football League, National Basketball

Association, National Hockey League, 
Major League Soccer, and Major League Baseball

and has worked with 
the United States Military Academy and 

the United States Naval Academy.

from the day before.  In all reality, it wasn’t even a formal, folded-over omelet – 
it was just scrambled eggs with chopped broccoli, onions, and a few French-fries 
cut like potato cubes, and shredded cheese. It was for on-the-go so I wrapped it 
in a burrito. I guess it was more a breakfast burrito than omelet! 

If you take on this economical, tasty challenge, look through your food. If there 
are items past the expiration dates, go ahead and get rid of them. If they can be 
composted (fruits, vegetables, etc.), that is one way to dispose. IF you have shelf-
stable food like canned or boxed food that you know you will not use, and it is 
not past expiration date, consider donating to a local food pantry or soup kitchen. 

For cleaning and sanitizing, empty your shelf (whether it’s a cupboard/pantry 
shelf or refrigerator shelf) and wipe down with warm soapy water. If it’s a re-
moveable shelf, like from the refrigerator, take it out and wash in a sink of warm 
soapy water. Once it’s clean of crumbs, food drips, etc. you can sanitize it. To 
safely sanitize kitchen surfaces, all you need is 1 tablespoon of regular, unscent-
ed household bleach for every 1 gallon of water. Use this solution with a cloth, to 
wipe counter tops and other kitchen surfaces like cupboard or pantry shelves and 
let air dry. You’ll be doing some spring cleaning while saving money on food! 

Join us for free, in-person classes in Lucas County! In April, we will be shar-
ing “Clutter Free Living” at local libraries. This is the same program offered at 
different dates and locations.  Tuesday, April 9, 6:30 p.m. at Toledo Heights 
Library, Thursday, April 18, 6:00 p.m. at Kent Branch, and Monday, April 22 
at West Toledo Branch. 

Visit the new Glass City Enrichment Center, 815 Front Street, Toledo, OH, 
43605. At Glass City Metropark, the new building is close to Main Street and 
Front Street (right across from Burger King) and there’s free parking. On Thurs-
day, April 11 from 3 – 5 p.m, OSU Extension, Lucas County will be sharing 
free Victory Gardens Seeds and Science Activities.  Different topics will be 
offered once a month, on the second Thursday of the month. Additional topics 
that will be offered this year include Nature for the Health of It – Mindfulness 
in the Outdoors (May 9). Later this summer there will be classes on basic home 
food preservation (canning and freezing) and invasive insects. 
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

A Mental Health Moment

The Future of Mental Health in Primary 
Education
By Bernadette Joy Graham, MA, LPCC, LLC

The Truth Contributor

With a growing need of mental health care for both adults and children, 
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“Do the best you can until you know better.  Then when you know bet-
ter, do better.”   Maya Angelou    

Bernadette Joy Graham, Licensed Professional Clinical Counselor and 
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If you feel you may be in a mental health crisis, please call 988 or go to 
the nearest emergency room.  

Health Department Announces Events for 
Minority Health Month
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Black Motherhood: Tackling Postpartum Depression Thursday, 
April 11 – 11:00am to 2:00pm Kent Branch Library, 3101 Colling-
wood Blvd, Toledo, OH 43610
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Black Motherhood: Tackling Postpartum Depression is in collabo-
ration with Cribs 4 Kids and CareSource. Healthy You/Healthy Kids 
Saturday, April 20 – 11:00am to 2:00pm Wayman Palmer YMCA, 
2053 N 14th St, Toledo, OH 43620
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But the marching band is what Scott was known for!  Under the direc-
tion of Mr. Edward B. Dixon the band received many accolades.  They won 
Circle City Classic Parade completion and performed in the Colts’ Hoosier 
Dome four times.  The band took two cruises performing on the ship and in 
port in Nassau, Bahamas.  They also dazzled crowds at Disney World and 
Universal Studios in Florida.  Annually they marched through Cedar Point 
to the cheers of spectators. 

Other trips with performances included Amherstburg, Canada, Boblo Is-
land, Mall of America in Minneapolis, African American Heritage Parade in 
Philadelphia, the Statue of Liberty in New York City, Texas Southern Uni-
versity in Houston Texas, New Orleans Mardi Gras and Las Vegas, Nevada 
where they performed at Circus Circus as well as at three high schools.  They 
also visited the Grand Canyon in Arizona.  

Ed Dixon... continued from page 9

Black Economic Development... continued from page 16

For 15 years, Scott’s Fantastic Dancing Machines sponsored the annual 
Dixon Band Days.  It was a non-competitive showcase of marching high 
school band.  As many as 15 bands from Ohio, Michigan and Illinois made 
this a memorable event. Central State University’s Band was a special guest 
several times.  At the conclusion of the show the bands would combine to 
play “PROSE”.  After that they would go to the cafeteria to eat and dance to 
the latest music.  It was a time of youth coming together for music and fun.

During his tenure, students visited, auditioned and received scholarships 
to various HBCU’s. The band experience enabled many to earn degrees in 
�������	���$�!����������(���������
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paid for doing what he loved and it was always fun!  Ed earned his masters 
in Music degee from Bowling Green State University in 1998.  He recently 
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Solo and Ensemble Contest.

Edward Dixon was an inspiring, spiritual, moral, loving, faithful, consis-
tent, disciplined, honest teacher who transmitted these qualities to his stu-
dents.  He has had a powerful and dynamic impact on the Scott community 
and the city of Toledo.  Many students proclaim “Mr. Dixon and the band are 
the reason I graduated from high school.”

Edward Dixon loves the Lord and His word. He has a close, prayerful 
walk with God. Ed knows the faith walk is not limited to good times. The 
Christian walk has many challenges that require a believer to depend upon 
the mercy, intervention, and love of Jesus. Ed has come through three cancer 
surgeries and yet has the energy level of a 41-year old; or is that a 39-year 
old.  As a result of these and many other blessings he believes in living each 
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Through his faith walk, Ed has been a contributing member of several 
church congregations.  He grew up in the 175-yea- old Bethel Institutional 
Baptist Church in Jacksonville.  He was choir director at Bethel Assembly 
of God in Perrysburg, Ohio.  He was one of the original three deacons at 
Family Baptist Church, in Toledo.  There he taught Vacation Bible School, 
instrumental music, and ministered to the sick.  Brother Dixon currently at-
tends First Church of God where he has been an assistant choir director, 
part of the couple’s ministry, Sunday School teacher, deacon, and friendly 
photographer.

Ed’s hobbies have been coupon shopping, playing pool, table tennis, ten-
nis, bowling, water aerobics and cruising.  Everyone knows his greatest pas-
�������������	���������
���(��5���$�����	��	����������!��"���������$�!��	�
which allow him to spend more time near Lake Erie.  If you haven’t visited 
the camper make sure to arrange a trip there.

Ed Dixon is married to his loving wife Avie. To their union they have had 
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and Tishla Camille Dixon. The two celebrated their 50th Anniversary on RC-
CL’s Oasis of the Sea with 18 children and grandchildren.  They have now 
been married 57 years. 

At Tennessee State University Edward pledged “the Mighty Rho Psi” 
chapter of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity.  He became active with Toledo’s gradu-
�	��!
�"	����£��/�������
��������������������!
�"	����$�!����������!��-
mittees and currently chair the Scholarship Committee.

Ed Dixon celebrates his 80th birthday April 2, 2024! Happy Birthday Mr. 
Dixon!

To see more from the celebration check out #DixonBandDay24 on social 
media.
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of today’s fundraiser.”

Toledo area honorees: Alicia Smith of Junction Coalition, Diane Gordon of 
Toledo Kwanzaa House, author Anne Beckley-Newell, and performer Dianne 
E’Laine.
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Oscar [Shaheer], for nominating me. I thank God for this,” shared E’Laine.

“I want to thank the United Nation Builders for this honor,” added Annie 
Beckley-Newell.
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a master’s degree from The University of Toledo, is a composer and choir di-
rector s the historic Third Baptist Church in Toledo. 

- Diane Gordon serves as the coordinator of Toledo Kwanzaa House, dedi-
cated volunteer and precinct caption in district 44, and Frederick Douglass 
Community Association board member.

- Annie Beckley-Newell is an author and community outreach director who 
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released in December 2023.

- Alicia Smith is the current Junction Coalition executive director and has 
been active with the coalition since the beginning. Smith is the former City 
of Toledo director of the Youth Commission and has served on several local 
boards including Wayman Palmer YMCA and TMACOG. 

- The additional honorees were: Donna Jemison; Kierra Williams; Sharon 
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Oscar Shaheer, UNB board member and Toledoan, introduced Smith by 
highlighting her neighborhood level work. “She takes pride in her neighbor-
hood. She has worked with me in the community and has given value to her 
work.”
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protected or uplifted,” began Smith. “When people, our black men pour into 
us, we as black women can pour into our children and each other. It’s amazing 
to see so many people here today.”

United Nation Builders was established in 2018. The organization’s mission 
is to provide the black man and woman in America with an economic devel-
opment base by creating businesses and employment opportunities, obtaining 
and redeveloping land which will allow us to elevate and improve the condi-
tions of our communities and make them self-reliant and self-dependent.

The food was provided by Cuppy’s Best, located in Ypsilanti, Michigan. 
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Author Lauren Wesley Wilson
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What Do You Need? by Lauren Wesley Wilson
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

That wasn’t the answer you wanted.
Beating around the bush, hemming and 

hawing, those aren’t answers. A solid yes 
or no, that’s what you require, a simple 
affirmative or negative, but you may not 
get it. Is the answer hung up somewhere, 
or is it being withheld? You may never 
know but author Lauren Wesley Wilson says you should never stop 
asking. In her new book What Do You Need? your career might depend 
on it.

A little over a decade ago, new-grad Lauren Wesley Wilson took a job 
she thought she might like. As it turned out, though, she was the only 
woman of color in the organization and that held her back; there were, 
for instance, things that her white colleagues knew that she didn’t, “ex-
tras” that would’ve eased her way, insider info that would’ve made it 
possible for promotions and better contact-making. 

That was a valuable lesson: being “a first-and-only” really does mat-
ter in the workplace, a fact that spurred Wilson to try something auda-
cious. She invited a small number of women to a get-together in May 
of 2011 to ask one another “What do you need?” and to share personal 
and professional answers. From that gathering, ColorComm Corpora-
tion was born, and it currently offers chapters for women of color in 
many cities.

So, what do you need?
First of all, you need to thrive in the workplace, and you need to un-

derstand that some places aren’t “set up” for that. You need to acknowl-
edge that being first-and-only makes things harder. Ask for a mentor or 
learn how to find your own with gentle persistence and without being 
a pest. You’ll need to make a good reputation for yourself and to self-
promote. Become a joiner, cultivate a wide mix of contacts, understand 
your value, learn to assess risks and promote yourself, be willing to 
work and know when it’s time to walk away.

Finally, invest in yourself the same as you invest in money, clothing, 

precisely. Author Lauren Wesley Wilson doggedly returns to her title 
question to help readers sort through their options with more focus, 
while case studies and examples steadfastly lead them to apply the les-
sons inside this book to their own lives and workplaces. 

Straight talk and an unwillingness to gloss over the facts complete 
this book and make it one you’ll want to own. If you need to get ahead 
and you’re ready to concentrate and do the work, What Do You Need? 

cars, and vacations. 
“Your career should be just as 

important.”
Pick up What Do You Need?, 

hold it at arms’ length and ask 
yourself if you really need an-
other book of advice on how to 
get ahead if you’re a woman of 
color. Look closer, page through 
it, and your answer is likely to 
be “yes.”

Yes, there’s a lot of repetition, 
both within this book itself and 
when compared to others, but 
what sets it apart from those 
similar tomes is its encourage-
ment to continually think so very 

your dentist may be able to help you.
Screening for certain cancers. Cancers of the mouth are more common 

in older adults. As with all cancers, early detection is critical to effective 
treatment. An annual oral cancer examination can help detect early signs.
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and fosters better communication. You may be more likely to go out, stay 
active, and meet and interact with new people when you’re proud of your 
smile.
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“The case for maintaining your dental health is clear and convincing,” 
Dr. Sun said. “Once you’re covered by Medicare, secure dental insur-
ance coverage and see your dentist as recommended to maintain your 
overall health. Through regular preventive care, you may even be able to 
avoid more costly and serious procedures later. It’s never too late to get 
started on a path toward better oral hygiene.”

Courtesy StatePoint

Affordable Dental Coverage...continued from page 6
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INVITATION FOR BIDS
BOILER REPLACEMENT AT 

FLORY GARDENS & VISTULA 
MANOR

IFB24-B006

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive bids for Boiler Replacement at Flory 
Gardens & Vistula Manor in accordance 
with IFB24-B006. Received in accordance 
with law until April 23, 2024, at 3:00 PM ET.  
For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 
Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-
259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are re-
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EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located 
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REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS
ARCHITECTURAL & ENGINEERING 
SERVICES (A&E) QUALIFICATIONS 

RFQ24-Q001

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
������ ��������	�
��� 
�� Architectural & En-
gineering (A&E) Services in accordance 
with RFQ24-Q001. Received in accordance 
with law until May 1, 2024 at 3:00 PM EST.  
For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 
Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-
259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711). Bidders are re-
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LEGAL ADVERTISEMENT
REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR AVIATION CONSULTING SERVICES 

FOR THE TOLEDO-LUCAS COUNTY PORT AUTHORITY
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Earl Mack addresses the youth attendees

NANBPWC Hosts Buffalo Soldiers “Safe 
Encounters” Workshop
Special to The Truth

The National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s 
Clubs, Inc. – (NANBPWC, INC.) Toledo Adult and Youth Clubs were pre-
sented with a workshop entitled, “Safe Encounters” by the Toledo Buffalo 
Soldiers. Students participating in the Cotillion Scholarship Program on 
Tuesday, March 26, 2024, at 6:30 p.m. at Keyser Elementary School. 

Wilma Brown - Cotillion Scholarships/Education chair; Karen Jarrett 
and Denise Caldwell (co-chairs); Beverly Tucker and Debra Carlisle (Tal-
ent chairs) continue to bring quality workshops for the youth each week to 
encourage them to be courteous, responsible and set goals, while reiterat-
ing the fact that respect is the biggest part of “Safe Encounters.”   

Karen Jarrett served as the event mistress of ceremony. Toledo Adult 
Club President Tyra Smith welcomed everyone and emphasized how im-
"��	��	�	
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with the Buffalo Soldiers for over eight years.  

NANBPWC First Vice President and Program Chair Joy Goodner shared 
“What to Do When Stopped by the Police” because it could happen to you. 
Answering simple questions like: What is your name? Where do you live? 
You can have a very positive outcome if you reply in a positive way. By 
not answering simple questions can escalate into more serious situations. 

Denise Cardwell presented the “Do’s and Don’ts” when interacting with 
"���!���$�!���(��

North Central District Governor Denise Black-Poon shared the purpose 
of “Safe Encounters.” “This program is designed to promote safe interac-
tions between police and citizens, particularly youth and young adults. It is 
essential that we help young people learn how to respond when approached 
���������$��!����	��$�!���(��/
���"�����������������	��"����	����$����-
teractions between police and citizens, particularly youth and young adults.   
The National Association of Negro Business and Professional Women’s 
Club enforces programs and activities like these. The anticipated outcome 
is the building or re-establishment of wholesome relationships between 
young people, especially minorities, and law enforcement personnel to the 
end that lives are saved.”

 Buffalo Soldiers Earl D. Mack Jr. and Fred LeFebvre led the presenta-
tion with a powerful video followed by interactive participation with the 
Cotillion High School students and adult guests. 

Student participants of the Cotillion, Debutantes, Deb’s N Waiting, Es-

corts and Youth Club members were present to hear very important facts 
about ways to respond if stopped by the police.  Several adult club mem-
bers also attended the workshop.

� ��!4�� 
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shared life stories, scenarios and insight to help provide a better under-
standing of what could happen in different situations. They stressed that 
proper conduct is important for the person who may be a suspect, as well as 
for those who are traveling with that person. College campuses have rules 
that are different from Toledo Polie Department and other jurisdictions. 
Everyone must know the laws and rights in every city, campus, school, etc.  

/����<��	
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and a special gift from the Toledo Club for their special commitments and 
service to the community. 

The Toledo Club of NANBPWC, Inc. thanked everyone for their support 
of the organization’s national programs and workshops that are provided 
to keep the Toledo Community aware of very important issues. 

House of GinnieHouse of Ginnie
Custom designed clothing • sewing workshops & more!!

Mon – Wed --- 10 AM to 7 PM  •  567-290-8066
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...continued on page 12

Black Economic Development Organization 
Honors Black Women
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter
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Honorees and UNB Board members

Toledo area honorees - Dianne E’Laine, 
grandson of Diane Gordon (Rodney), Anne 

Beckley-Newell and Alicia Smith
Dianne E’Laine and her group Nia 

Kuumba

Alicia Smith and family

Mothers of Civilization Award Honorees

United Nation Builders board members - Willie David, Ronald Stewart, Oscar 
Shaheer and Freddie Hood
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