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Bishop Pat McKinstry
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Bishop Pat McKinstry: A Passionate Dedication 
to Faith and Service
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

The YWCA Milestones Awards Event has been an emblem of recogni-
tion for women of northwest Ohio who embody outstanding leadership 
qualities. 

As we prepare to celebrate Women’s History Month, it is with great honor 
that we shine a spotlight on Bishop Pat McKinstry, an embodiment of 
service, recognized with the prestigious Milestones Volunteerism honor.
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of preaching the Gospel. Her sermons, recognized among the nation’s most 
dynamic, such as in Gospel Today Magazine, compose a symphony of 
worldwide spiritual resonance. From her humble beginnings as an evange-
list at the tender age of 11 within the Church of God in Christ, McKinstry’s 
journey has been marked by a passionate dedication to faith and service. 

For over half a century, the resounding voice of Bishop Pat McKinstry 
has echoed the Gospel’s timeless truth. A captivating orator, she assumed 
the mantle of pastor in the United Methodist Church in the late ‘80s.

Her narrative took a pivotal turn in 2008 when, fueled by a divine calling, 
she inaugurated her own sanctuary —Worship Center of Toledo— nes-
tled on 2210 Collingwood Boulevard. From this sacred pulpit, Bishop Pat 
McKinstry weaves together the threads of family, education, and a Bible-
based message that resonates in the heart of God’s children.

Born into a family deeply rooted in faith, Bishop McKinstry’s early intro-
duction to the Gospel set the stage for a lifetime of service. “I am grateful 
to God that He chose me to live a life of service,” she shares, a sentiment 
that echoes through her decades-long journey in ministry.

Spiritual Shepherd and Family Matriarch
As the esteemed pastor of Worship Center Church, Bishop McKinstry not 

���������������
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the essence of familial bonds. Married for over 50 years to Luther McKin-
stry Jr., she is not only a spiritual shepherd but also the nurturing heart of 
her family. Her son, Luther McKinstry III, follows in her footsteps, pastor-
ing the Worship Center of Atlanta, continuing the legacy of faith across 
generations.

In 2015, the composition of McKinstry’s ministerial opus reached a sig-
���
���
���
�������������������� ������
���� ����������������� ���� ���
echoes not only her personal growth but also represents a triumph over 

a Bachelor of Education in Administration, a Master of Psychology, and 
Doctorate degrees in both Theology and Divinity, she stands as a scholarly 
beacon within our community. Her dedication extends beyond her person-
al accomplishments serving as the founder and CEO of Rise and Shine 
Academy, and the CEO of McKinstry Midwest College of Theology, 
underscoring her commitment to nurturing minds and empowering futures.

The McKinstry legacy also embraces this profound commitment to com-
munity upliftment. In a beautifully orchestrated symphony of benevolence, 
today Bishop McKinstry’s grandchildren, Tashlai McKinstry Burney, EdD, 
and her husband Calvin Burney Jr., EdD, stand at the helm of Rise and 
Shine Academy, as principal and superintendent, nurturing their strong 
family legacy of education.

historical constraints. 
	
������� ����
�� ���
her journey, highlight-
ing the era when the 
notion of a woman in 
the pulpit faced resis-
tance, contrasting it 
with the present, say-
ing “A wonderful shift 
has occurred. It’s a 
blessing that women 
are now graciously 
embraced in ministry.”

E m p o w e r i n g 
Minds, Transforming 
Futures

Bishop Pat McKin-
stry’s commitment to 
education is not just 
a facet of her life; it 
is a profound testa-
ment to her intellectual 
pursuits. Armed with 
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... continued on page 12

Stanley Cowell

As a testament to Toledo’s vibrant cultural his-
tory, the city has been the birthplace of numerous 
exceptional Black artists, musicians, intellectuals 
and innovators. Yet, while these gifted individuals 
receive accolades from afar, they mostly remain 
underrecognized in their own backyard.  

Bob Dietsche, in his book Tatum’s Town: The 
Story of Jazz in Toledo, Ohio, recounts a British 
journalist’s astonishment at the city’s failure to 
honor Art Tatum – an international jazz legend. 

Understanding that every patient and Understanding that every patient and 
family is unique, our experienced team of  family is unique, our experienced team of  
experts provides specialized medical care experts provides specialized medical care 
as well as emotional and spiritual support as well as emotional and spiritual support 
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guidance are provided in the home, a nursing guidance are provided in the home, a nursing 
home, assisted living facility or one of  our home, assisted living facility or one of  our 
��		������������
	��	�	�����		������������
	��	�	���

As a community-based organization with As a community-based organization with 
more than 40 years of  experience, no one is more than 40 years of  experience, no one is 
ever turned away due to complexity of  care ever turned away due to complexity of  care 
��������������������������������������
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unique
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more
experienced
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f r o m  t h ef r o m  t h e

A prophet is honored everywhere except in his own home-
town and among his own people.        

             - Holy Bible (Matthew 13:57, NLT) 

A Prodigy and 
The Paradox 
of Recognition
By By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

 ‘An Evening with State 
Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr.’

State Rep. Elgin Rogers (D-Toledo) will 
host ‘An Evening with State Representative 
Elgin Rogers, Jr.’ on Thursday, February 29 
from 5:00-7:00 pm at the McMaster Center 
of the Toledo Lucas County Public Library 
Main Branch.

The town hall event will give Rep. Rogers the opportunity to 
provide constituents with legislative updates, as well as 
receive feedback on the needs of the community.

The event, which is free and open to the public, will feature 
music from legendary jazz singer Ramona Collins and light 
refreshments. Space is limited so please RSVP by Friday, 
February 16th to Rep44@ohiohouse.gov.

Mum’s the Word … 
for Now
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

As some of you may know, over the years, I 
have had various contacts with certain personali-
ties that, to some, might seem somewhat unsavory 
as to their quirky character and dubious methods.

However, I have been able to still utilize those 
“sources” to my advantage since we have a “quid 
pro quo” sharing arrangement about information 
that may come my way, and what information may 
come their way.

I am not one to be unduly shaken by listening 
at the keyhole to certain personalities who, if they were exposed to the 
sunlight of truth, would sound both outlandish and beyond the pale of 
common sense.

 In a moment of confession, I was at a certain marketplace and an indi-
vidual whom I have known for decades contacted me to meet him there 
for a “exchange” of data for my perusal and comment.

I arrived at the market ahead of time and causally camped out near the 
frozen foods section (pizzas, to be exact) and waited for my contact, who, 
for purposes of security, will be called, Rufus.

When Rufus arrives on the scene, he is always dressed in military camos 
and he fakes a left leg limp. When I made eye contact with Rufus, he 
walked past me as if he never noticed me, circled around and came back 
the other way and stood about three feet from me, now carrying a box of 
shredded wheat and a tube of garlic infused bologna.

... continued on page 12

The journalist, who was visiting Toledo to write Tatum’s biography described 
the city’s failure to recognize the giant in their midst as, “A fact that will eter-
nally embarrass the city and forever mar Toledo’s reputation.” He went on to 
add, “If Tatum had been born in London, there would be a bust of him in the 
London Museum.”

This pattern of overlooking homegrown talent underscores a broader is-
sue of local recognition that is not limited to Tatum but extends to Stanley 
!���������"�##���������������������
���
������������������������������
acknowledged in Toledo.

Cowell’s story, from his early life on the ‘power block” of 900 Woodland 
$��������������������
�������������
�����������������������%�����������-
or its black cultural icons, ensuring their legacies are not just remembered 
but revered for future generations.

The Formative Years in Toledo
$������!���������������������������������������
������������������
���

that nurtured his prodigious musical abilities. Cowell’s father, Stanley, Sr., 
a prominent businessman, owned Stanley’s Hamburger Grill and built the 
!�����������	����� ������������ ��� ��� 
��� ���������%�����&�%���������
Cowell also built the Kirkwood on Telegraph Road. Cowell recounted in 
past interviews, “All the musicians that would come to town I would meet 
because in those days especially because of segregation they would stay in 
the black community.” This provided him with the unique opportunity to 
meet numerous jazz luminaries passing through Toledo, a city renowned as a 
mecca for jazz artists and enthusiasts. 

Stanley Cowell’s path to jazz immortality took root at 962 Woodland, a 
neighborhood steeped in African American cultural, intellectual, profession-

Page 3February 21, 2024
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Celebrating Black History Month
By John E. Warren

The San Diego Voice & Viewpoint Newspaper

This year, perhaps more than ever, we need to 
be especially mindful of Black History. This time 
of banning books from local libraries, especially 
those that tell of the history and struggle of Black 
Americans against slavery and racism, pose a 
threat to both our presence and our future. It has 
often been said that if you don’t know where you 
come from, you will have no idea of where you 
are going. Well, African Americans in particular 
must remember that we are here today because of 
strong ancestors who did not allow the circum-
stances under which they lived, to stuff out their 

book, “The Miseducation of the Negro”. It’s time to honor is gift of Black 
History with our own personal contributions to the times in which we live 
and those we share this life experience with. Only when we engage in this 
level of thought and activity while making black history a daily experience, 
can we truly honor what we have been given beyond the month of Febru-
ary each year. Where do you stand and what are  you doing with what you 
have been given? Let’s move beyond complaints and expectations by others 
to what each of us can do right where we stand. Let’s get back to defending 
ourselves and not allowing others to do it for us.

Lucas County Children 
Services Board Names 
��������	
�������
��
County Commissioners also appoint new member

At its January 2024 meeting, the Lucas County 
Children Services Board named its slate of of-
�
���� ���� ���'*'+�
�����������������������
���
that it is welcoming one new member.

 • Suzette Cowell was named board chair. Cowell 
is CEO of the Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union. 
She has served the LCCS board since 2009. 

• Johnetta McCollough, recently retired execu-
tive director at TASC of Northwest Ohio, was 
���
��� ��
�� 
����&� $��� ���� ���� ������ �� ���

dreams of a future for themselves and their descendants.
/��������������������������������������������������������<�������

�����������������������������
�����<������������������������������=���-
�����������������������������������=�������������������������������
to deny it to us. We are “We The People”. We must not allow the changes 
that have been removed from our bodies to be placed on our minds. We have 
the ability to remove ourselves from poverty by using the tools in our hands. 
We must remember that we now possess everything that Dt. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. spoke of when in his 1957 speech he said “give us the ballot and we 
��������
�����������������������
������������
��������������
����&�%���������
many of us have not because we will not use that which we do have. We have 
freedom of movement, of thought and how we use our minds. Yet,so many 

���������=������������������������������������������������������>�����
dress and what we should be with the few dollars that so many of us waste 
on things that are not necessary. We have freedom of worship, yet so many 
�������������������������������������������������
�����&

In addition to Black History, Carter G. Woodson, left us a most valuable 

John E. Warren, PhD

Suzette Cowell
LCCS board in 2012. 

• Alethea Easterly, founder of Quality Time Learning Center, will hold the 
position of secretary. She joined the board in 2021. 

• Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, will serve as board treasurer. The pastor of 
Center of Hope Baptist Church was named to the LCCS board in 2019. 

@������V��=��#��������������������������
��������
��'*'X������������
���������������������&�V��=��#�����������Z������������%�������������-
trator, has served on the LCCS board since 2015. 

%���[!!$�������������������������������
��������������������������
by the Lucas County Commissioners. Cowell announced that the Commis-
sioners have appointed Timothy Meyer, vice president at the Lathrop Com-
pany, to the LCCS board. He began his term at the January 2024 meeting. 

The mission of Lucas County Children Services is to lead the community in 
the protection of children at risk of abuse and neglect. This is accomplished 
by working with families, service providers and community members to as-
sess risk and coordinate community-based services resulting in safe, stable 
and permanent families for children.

Page 4 February 21, 2024
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Angela Cattladge and Suzette Cowell of Toledo Urban FCU

Toledo Urban FCU’s Angela Cattladge Is Here 
to Serve the Community
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

Angela Cattladge is the current Elec-
tronic Service Manager at Toledo Urban 
Federal Credit Union but she started as 
a teller – right out of high school. Now 
with over 24 years of experience she is 
knowledgeable about all aspects of the 
credit union industry. 

Originally from Toledo, she graduated 
from Waite High School, and started 
working at TUFCU in 2000. 

“Throughout junior high and high 
school I used to go with my aunt to take 
your daughter to work day and she worked at Fifth Third. I took accounting 
in high school and knew it was something I wanted to do. Right after high 
school I started here. Being from the eastside I had never heard of Toledo 
Urban, a Black owned and operated credit union. I didn’t have to go to Fifth 
Third-- I could work for us.”

\�����������������������������������������>����������������
��������
Dorr St. During her time at TUFCU she’s served as a teller, account manager 
and now electronic service manager. 

She moved to Columbus for six years where she worked in a mainstream 
credit union and brought that wealth of experience back to Toledo. “We did 
a lot for our community – but the community that we served wasn’t the com-
munity we served here…. I missed helping us.” 

She also came back for family “I found out I was about to become a grand-
mother, so I came back in 2021.”

Tragically, Cattladge’s granddaughter Desire Hughes was murdered in a 
road rage shooting in 2022 at 7 months old while riding with her father in the 
passenger seat.

“I was able to celebrate her for 7 months…she was murdered on April 27, 
2022. Her murderer was sentenced on the anniversary of her death April 27, 
2023.” 

“Justice was served… and now I can start the healing process with my 
�������&]�%������������������������������������&�^�����������������������-
������������������������������
����&�_/����������`�{���"����������������
is over….that was hard.” The perpetrator is now serving life in prison. While 
dealing with extreme loss Angela is still able to serve and continues to help 
the community.

Cattladge works back and forth between the two locations with the new 
expansion of the second branch on Monroe St. 

“I handle a lot of the debits and credits coming in electronically. So, any-
thing that posts to a members account via ACH or debit card or if they write a 
check – I make sure it hits their account correctly. I make sure it hits the right 
member’s account. Things under that umbrella.” She is also a notary public.

Her favorite part about working at the credit union is the annual African 

American Festival the TUFCU hosts.  “I love working on the festival. I think 
that’s a big plus for the community. Just to see everybody come together.”

Page 5February 21, 2024

Subject to credit approval. 

State Bank GIVES (Gathering Individuals to Volunteer, Empower and Serve) is a 
Volunteer program created to provide local nonprofit organizations access to  
State Bank employees who volunteer their time to make a difference in the  
lives of the people and communities where we live, work, and play. 

Request volunteers at YourStateBank.com/GIVES

State Bank GIVES

“Everybody can be great…because  
  anyone can serve.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.

Honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604

YourStateBank.com

Community Calendar
February 22
Toledo African American Chamber of Commerce and Women of Toledo Speed 
Mentoring Session: A Black History Month Special; 5:30 to 8 pm; TolHouse: 
567-970-7172

The State of Black Toledo: The Urgency of Now; The Frederick Douglass Com-
munity Association; 6 to 8 pm

Ohio Legislative Black Caucus – Lucas County Annual Meeting: Mott Branch 
Library; 6 to 8 pm

February 24-25
Soulful Praise Black History Month Gospel Concert: Friendship Baptist Church; 
Food Trucks, pop-up shops, gospel concert; Saturday – noon to 4 pm; Sunday – 
1:30 to 5 pm – concert at 5: utoledo.edu/studentaffairs/omss

February 29
An Evening with State Rep. Elgin Rogers: Main Branch Library; 5 to 7 pm

March 10
Indiana Avenue MBC: First pastoral anniversary for Rev. William and First 
Lady Brittany Foster; 10:30 am  and 3:30 pm
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White House Celebrates Descendants of Civil 
Rights Leaders for Black History Month
By Joy Young

Special to The Truth

More than 100 descendants of civil rights trailblazers gathered Feb. 13 in 
���|����������|��
�����}��
��������������/����������^&!&�

%�������������������~��&�X�� ����^��
��������^����������� ���������
����������������������
����������������
>��������	���&

\��������������������������������|����%�������������>���	��
����
��� {����&�/��������������>�� �����������%�����&�V�
������������������
Harris welcomed the descendants. 

_%������������
�������������������
����������������������������������
{����>�
���������������������>���/���>�������
�����������������������
����]������������&�_\�����������������=����������������=��������{����>���
������������������������������������������
��������&]

������������� %����� $������ ����� ��� ���
�������� ������� �� ������� ���
���>�������������
��������������&

�_|�
�������������������� ����������� ��������������� ����������� ��
�����
����]�$����������&�_$�������������������������������������>���������
�������������
�����������������
���
���������������������>����������������
����
�������>�����������
������]���������&��

$�������&����"����������
������ ���/����������}��
����������
�|��
����������������������������������
�����������������������������������
administration.

���������������������������������

�������������������������������
������ �&�� �������� ���
>� ����������� ���� ����������� �������� ��
��������
�����
����
������������\���
���\����
���������������*����
������������
��������������
���������������>����������������������������&�

��������&�	������������
����������������>���%&�/�������������~����

Vice President Kamala Harris
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WHEN: 
THURSDAY, MARCH 7, 5:00-7:00 PM

FRIDAY, MARCH 8,
9:00-11:00 AM & 12:30-3:00 PM

WHO: 

Children who are 5 on or before 

September 30, 2024 are eligible for 

Kindergarten enrollment

NO RSVP NEEDED
QUESTIONS:419-671-9101

1. Birth Certificate

2. Parent Identification

3. Custody Papers (if applicable)

4. Immunization or Shot Records

5. One (1) Proof of Residence, including:

 - Lease agreement or mortgage deed

 - Source of income, utility bill, 

  telephone bill, US Post Office 

  change of address form, 

  Driver’s License

WHAT DO I NEED TO REGISTER MY 

CHILD FOR KINDERGARTEN?

• Visit the 

 Enrollment 

 page of 

 TPS.org or 

 scan the 

 QR code.

• If your kindergarten student 

 attended a TPS preschool, use 

 the Returning Student link.

• If your student did not attend a 

 TPS preschool and are registering 

 with TPS for the first time, use the 

 New Student link.

• Parents can also visit any TPS   

    elementary school on Friday,            

 March 8 to register their student   

 for kindergarten.

HOW DO I REGISTER MY CHILD 
FOR KINDERGARTEN?

WHERE:
All TPS elementary schools

PLEASE JOIN US! This is an opportunity for you and your student to 

‘discover’ everything about the Kindergarten program through Toledo Public 

Schools.  You’ll meet teachers, the principal, tour the school and have the 

opportunity to register for Kindergarten.

tps.org Facebook.com/TPSProud Twitter.com/TPSProud

INFORMATIONAL
MEETING AND
OPEN HOUSE
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Pat McKinstry... continued from page 2

Milestones honoree Bishop Pat McKinstry - in 
yellow - and her supporters Toledo Clerk of Court 
Vallie Bowman English, Toledo Urban FCU CEO 

Suzette Cowell, Quality Time CEO Aletha
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Doing Good is Always in Style
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“The initiative grew to encompass the entire class with the best at-
tendance.”
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Fostering a Culture of Positivity & Praise
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The YWCA 29th Annual Milestones: A Tribute to Women Awards will be 
held at the Glass City Center on Tuesday, March 19, 2024

Monday-Thursday 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday
 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
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24 Hour Automated
Voice Service 

419-255-0716
Credit Counseling
Share Accounts
Certificates of
Deposit (CDs)

Vacation/Christmas
Clubs
Checking Accounts
ATM/Debit Card
Payroll Deductions
Direct Deposits
Credit Card

Notary Services
Bill Payment Center
(Utilities, Credit
Cards, Cell Phones)

Dr. Suzette Cowell, CEO/Founder/Treasurer 
Bishop Dr. Pat McKinstry, Chairwoman of the Board

1144 660077

419.255.8876 
www.ToledoUrban.net 

1441 Dorr Street, Toledo, OH 43607 

�����
 Auto New/Used
 Personal
 First Mortgage

 Tuition
 Share Secured
 Signature

 Alterative to Payday Loan
 Home Repair
 Home Equity

Vii ii U OO

3300
TTT

Visit Us at Our
 Second Branch 
3053 Monroe St. 
Toledo, OH, 43606
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Lottery players are subject to Ohio laws and Commission regulations. 
Play Responsibly.  Need Help? 1.800.589.9966

prizes up to
$1,000,000
prizes up toprizes up to
$$1,000,0001,000,000

Publication Date 02/24

games from
$1 to $20
games fromgames from
$$11 toto $$2020

five new games.five new games.
LUCKY YOU.LUCKY YOU.

054943ohlottoFY24_MBE_LadyLuck_10_25x15_25.indd   1 2/7/24   3:47 PM
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Chef Mae

Toledo Library Black History Meal
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Lucas County Public Library (TLCPL) collaborated with 
Welcome Toledo-Lucas County (TLC), Women of Toledo (WOT) and 
SAME Café Toledo to celebrate Black History. The February 10 event 
was held at the downtown library inside of the café. 

“Thank you for coming here today,” began Mely Arribas-Douglas, TLC 
Specialists. “Today we’re celebrating black history.”

“At Women of Toledo our mission is to educate, engage and empower,” 
began Sierra Ortiz, WOT Associate Director. “We’re happy to be here, 
volunteer and partner today. We support programs like this that are im-
portant to the community.”

%���!����������������
���
��������������"�������������������������
renown Chef Mae Merveilles Tshitenge, who prepared authentic Congo-
lese cuisine. Guests dined on famed coleslaw, aromatic rice, mouthwater-
������>����������������>���������������

�������������
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“Thank you. Thank you,” said Chef Mae. “I want to thank my team. 
Thank you to Café Chef Schmidtke and your team. Thank you to each of 
��������
���������������������������������������"�����������&]

In addition to preparing the meal, Chef Mae completed a cooking dem-
onstration and answered audience questions.

The library’s Black History plan is called the BIG IDEA (Build, Im-
prove, Grow with Inclusion, Diversity, Equity and Access). The remain-
ing Black History programs by branch:

• Kent, Vintage Collection Sneakers on Feb. 15 and 22, 5:00pm-6pm
��������$���������$���������
�����������~��&�X�������'�**���+�**��<�

$�����%�������������>���������~��&�'����������*������*��
• Lagrange, Black Boy Joy, Feb. 20 5:30pm-6:30pm
��	��������
>��������	��������������~��&�X���'�**�����**��
• Mott, Step into Black History, Feb. 23, 3:30pm-5:00pm
��/���%��������������^��
�����~���'*������+�**�����**��<�$������

���/���������
�����������~��&�'�������X�**�����**��<�����\��\���-
���������[����\�������~��&�'+������'�**�����**��& Chef Mae serving guests

Mely Arribas-Douglas, TLC Specialists (left) and  Sierra Ortiz, Women of 
Toledo Associate Director

Mely Arribas-Douglas, TLC Specialists
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First Black Sorority... continued from page 16

Roy Hodge

Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Latest Credit Card Rules Hurt Black 
Businesses the Most
By Roy Hodge, President of the Toledo African-American Chamber of Commerce

Guest Column

Nothing can transform a community like thriv-
ing small businesses. When those businesses are 
successful, they create jobs, brighten neighbor-
hoods, and reinvest and grow in the communities 
they serve. But businesses don’t just magically 
appear. They require hard work and, just as im-
portantly, capital and investment. Today, access 
to credit is under threat by new banking rules 
proposed in Washington, D.C. – and Black entre-
preneurs will be hit harder than most. 

The rule in question is a reduced cap on credit 
card late fees, which have been lumped in the 
same bucket as hidden junk fees targeted by the 
Biden administration’s Consumer Financial Pro-

need to start and expand their businesses. Lending standards would be-
come even more stringent and risk-averse. Collateral requirements would 
become even higher. Black businesses that do have access to credit will 
see their costs increase dramatically and likely have to cut expenses else-
where by limiting employee hours or raising costs for customers. Those 
who don’t have access to credit may never get off the ground. And those 
who use credit cards to cover both day-to-day expenses and unexpected 
expenses could be forced to turn to other funding sources, such as payday 
lenders who target minority communities. In Ohio, these lenders demand 
the highest interest rate in the country, at 591 percent. 

Lowering the cap on late fees would be bad enough if the consequences 
stopped there, but they don’t. The small banks that actually do serve Black 
communities and businesses in Toledo would have a harder time extending 
credit – both to businesses and to everyday customers throughout north-
west Ohio. Unlike the big banks, these community-based institutions sim-
ply don’t have the resources to absorb the losses that accumulate when 
people fail to pay their bills on time. They will be forced to tighten credit 
lines, raise interest rates, and eliminate basic services like free checking 
accounts. 

The CFPB thinks its rules would protect consumers, but they are com-
pletely wrong in this case. Lowering the cap on late fees would only serve 
to shift costs from those who fail to play by the rules to those who do. 
Black businesses, which already face numerous hurdles to credit and capi-
tal, will only face more obstacles. Black-owned banks will be at an even 
greater disadvantage to the big banks who too often ignore us. And the 
Black community in Toledo and throughout Ohio will ultimately pay the 
steepest price for this politically motivated rule that policymakers in Wash-
ington, D.C. would be better off abandoning.

Roy Hodge is the President of the Toledo African-American Chamber of 
Commerce

tection Bureau (CFPB). There is already a reasonable cap on these fees, 
��*����������������������������+X���������
�����������!~����������
cut them to $8. While junk fees simply exist to extract more money from 
customers, credit card late fees serve an important purpose: they incentiv-
ize people to pay their bills on time. When more people pay their bills 
on time, credit becomes less expensive and more widely available. When 
fewer people pay their bills on time, credit becomes more expensive, and 
banks are less willing to extend credit and loans. It’s as simple as that. 

For Black entrepreneurs in Toledo and across Ohio, the peril in this 
policy is evident. A recent study from the Joint Center for Political and 
Economic Studies found that approximately 60 percent of black business 
owners had trouble obtaining capital. There are numerous reasons for this, 
ranging from stricter lending rules to less available collateral to a lack of 
banking options and relationships in Black communities. 

The reduced late fee cap would only exacerbate each of these issues, 
making it even harder for Black business owners to get the credit they 

“Today, we are privileged to acknowledge and honor those who have 
shown exceptional dedication and accomplishment in their pursuits, con-
�������� ������
����� �� ��� �����
����� ��� ���� ��������%������ 
��-
munity. To those being honored, we extend our deepest gratitude for your 
unwavering commitment and for the remarkable impact you have made,” 
shared Nicnora Robinson, president of Alpha Lambda chapter, via sou-
venir booklet.

Greetings were also delivered by Aeneas Glover, the Iota Iota chapter 
president. Special acknowledgements were delivered by Felicia Roberts-
Dunston, invocation delivered by Debra Brock, program initiative pre-
sented by Katrina Barry, and poem recited by Kayleen Powell.

“I would like to extend thanks to the Founder’s Day Committee for 
working so diligently and being passionate enough to create this wonder-
ful program. I want to thank the members of Alpha Lambda and Iota Iota 
for helping host this wonderful event,” noted Glover.

Award honorees:
• Jovita Robertson, current teacher, awarded Legacy of Excellence 

Award
• Curtina Keetion, entrepreneur and owner of K’Janée Boutique, award-

ed Shot Caller Award
• Alissa Mauter, entrepreneur and owner of Helping Hearts, awarded 

Young Gifted and Black Award

• Yvonne Mitcham, retired nurse and social worker who focuses on 
community entrepreneur support, awarded Trailblazer Award

• Darlene Sweeney-Newbern, civil rights advocate, awarded Social Hu-
manitarian Award

• Shanda Gore, leadership developer and strategist, awarded Commu-
nity Change Agent Award

• Bishop Pat McKinstry, author and pastor of The Worship Center, 
awarded Icon Award

• Ann Colbert Battles, long-time sorority member with a demonstrated 
history of service and leadership, awarded Sisterhood Award

Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. was founded on January 15, 1908 at 
Howard University located in Washington, D.C. Locally, Alpha Lambda 
Chapter was established at the University of Toledo in 1928. Iota Iota was 
chartered at Bowling Green State University in 1972. Zeta Alpha Omega 
Chapter was chartered in 1952. Current Zeta Alpha Omega chapter lead-
ership: Richelle Watkins, president; Katrina Barry, assistant president; 
Malinda Powell, recording secretary; Cassandra Adams, corresponding 
secretary; Traci Johnson, treasurer; Andrea Price, assistant treasurer and 
��������������<�!��������������������
������
�����<�%��������������	��-
����������������
������
�����<�V�������/������������
���������<�������
Johnson, Alpha Lambda advisor; Leigh Utley, Iota Iota advisor; Desiree 
McGee, historian; Marcia Brown, and Sgt. At Arms.
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... continued on page 13

Tolliver... continued from page 3

He smiled and nodded to me and placed in the frozen food section a small 
brown envelope, wished me a good day and he was gone.

I casually retrieved the envelope, placed it in my shirt pocket and left the 
��������������������
��������
�������������������� ��������������������
bread.

 When I left the store, I scanned the parking lot for any “lingering” indi-
�������������������
�������
��������{�����������
�������������������������
Swan Creek Park.

 Rufus was there parked in a retro Jeep and we both casually walked to a 
nearby bench. Rufus took out a large folding knife and cut hunks of the bo-
logna and ate them, all the while I was waiting for him to speak.

Finally, Rufus cleared his throat and stated that the envelope was the lat-
est conspiracy theories that were about to be dumped on the unsuspecting 
American public by a Dark Web far right-wing operator known as PP33. 
PP33 is one of the most widely listened to podcasters in America. His audi-
ence is nigh over eight million listeners and counting.

When Rufus handed the following list of new “information” that PP33 was 
ready to disburse to his intellectually challenged listeners, I knew that the 
upcoming general elections would be free for all with animus on both sides 
of the aisle.

As you can ascertain from the concocted gibberish, these deranged talking 
points were cobbled together to advance the agenda of a nigh defunct GOP 
that has totally capitulated to the wiles and whims of its new Dear Leader, 
Donald Trump.

For the life of me, I do not see how anyone with two working brain cells 
and any access to Google or a library could not discover that these swamp 
gas dreams are of no value but only inserted into the heated political race for 
the singular purpose of dis-information and confusion of the voting popu-
lace.

Here they are in no particular order:
(1) Currently making the rounds: Taylor Swift is an agent of a clandestine 

PsyOp plot to have her immense following vote Democratic. The GOP is ter-
�����������
���������������������������������������������>���������������
in Georgia, Michigan, Pennsylvania, Wisconsin and Nevada.

(2) The discovery of secret medical records that indicate that Joe Biden is 
bi-polar and is taking heavy medications for advanced memory loss.

(3) Joe Biden is going to release billions of barrels of oil in September so as 
to lower gas prices to that of $2.50 to $2.75 per gallon and to do so without 
congressional approval.

(4) The Biden administration is in secret talks with Mexico to have their 
government take in almost 600,000 migrants during the months of July and 
August and Biden will pay Mexico over $10 billion for such “housing” of 
the migrants. This will show that his administration is tough on the border 
crossings.

(5) Kamala Harris and Joe Biden have agreed that if Biden wins, he will 
spend only two years of his term and then resign, and Kamala Harris will 
have the remaining two years to run the country; and for the people to get 
used to a Black woman being president of the US of A.

(6) The Biden administration, if they win another term; and also win the 
House and Senate, will “pack the court” with four moderate to liberal jus-
tices to offset the current conservative court.

(7) The Biden administration, if they win another term, will outlaw AR-
X�����������������������������������������
����_���]���������������������
-
����������'**����������������**������������&

PP33 believes that these conspiracy theories, when properly placed in cer-
tain media markets, will cause a hue and a cry that will be virtually impos-
sible for the Democrats to effectively counter before Election Day.

After downing another huge chunk of smelly garlic bologna, Rufus smiled, 
got up and limped away.

 Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

al, and activist traditions.  The 900 block of Wood-
land was known as the “Power Block” and was 
teeming with pioneers like J.B. Simmons, Jr. – the 
����\���
���\����
������
��������%������!���
Council in 1945 – and provided a rich backdrop 
for Cowell’s initial musical ventures. Notable 
neighbors included George Bush, a Black phar-
macist (Pocock’s Drug Store), and the esteemed 
Doneghy family (Joseph and Charles), further 
enriching the environment that shaped Cowell’s 
early life.  

�������	
������	�������������	����

Stanley Cowell’s early musical education was a 

Perryman... continued from page 2

Stanley Cowell in 1980

������������������������
��������������������������������������������
Toledo’s lively jazz culture. Known as the “prize student” of piano teacher 
	����������$����������������������������/������\	|�!���
���!������
began his journey at Toledo’s Jessup W. Scott High School. He further honed 
his skills at the Oberlin Conservatory of Music, eventually earning a Mas-
��������������������Z������������	�
�����&�{�����
������"�##��
������>��
Art Tatum and grounded in classical piano, Cowell was poised to master both 
jazz and classical domains. His extraordinary talent was unmistakable at just 
14 when a performance with the Toledo Symphony Orchestra showcased his 
remarkable abilities and hinted at his future achievements in music.

A Career That Transcended Boundaries
$������!��������
��������������������������������������������������-

wavering commitment to excellence. A co-founder of Strata-East Records, 
his collaborations with jazz luminaries like Max Roach and Miles Davis sig-
���
������������ ���
��������� "�##�����
&�%����������������������������
Cowell’s multifaceted talent as a composer, arranger and pianist, renowned 
for his unique blend of classical techniques with jazz innovation, captivating 
both audiences and critics. His discography, which merges jazz with classi-

�����������������������������������������>�������������������>��������-
cal approach.

Among Cowell’s most distinguished collaborations was his work with the 
Heath Brothers, an acclaimed jazz ensemble featuring Percy Heath on bass, 
Jimmy Heath on tenor saxophone and Albert “Tootie” Heath on drums. This 
partnership allowed Cowell to fuse his classical expertise with his jazz fer-
vor, enriching the group’s sound and enhancing their dynamic stage pres-
ence. His engagement with the Heath Brothers not only cemented his repu-
tation in the jazz world but also demonstrated his adeptness in navigating 
intricate musical terrains. 

In the early 1970s, alongside trumpeter Charles Tolliver, Cowell estab-
lished Strata-East Records. This label became a haven for artists champion-
����
������������������������
��������&�%����������������>�������������
moment in jazz history, with Strata-East Records championing an abundance 
of groundbreaking albums, including Cowell’s Musiquarium, further solidi-
����������������
��������"�##�������&

��������������	����
~��������������������������
�������!����������������������
���
������-

tions as an educator, serving as a professor emeritus at Rutgers University’s 
	�����������$
�����������\������������������"�##�����������������
���
many students.

%������� ���� ��
������ ���������� ���� ������
�� ��� ��� ���� ����������
of musicians—his legacy is profound. Through his academic role, Cowell 
helped shape the careers of countless young musicians, imparting his exten-
sive knowledge of jazz theory, performance, and history. His work in educa-
tion, combined with his professional achievements, underscores his commit-
ment to the growth and development of jazz music and its practitioners. 

Cowell’s legacy is immortalized through his contributions to education as 
a professor emeritus of jazz piano at Rutgers University. His mentorship and 
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Moment of Life Books / 

Flatiron Books
 $24.99

192 pages

Dear Black Girl author A’Ja 
Wilson

Page 13

Perryman... continued from page 12

Dear Black Girls: How to Be True to You by 
A’Ja Wilson
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

The envelope on the table is addressed 
to you.

.It caught your attention because – who, 
besides politicians, utilities, and creditors 
sends anything in the mail these days? 
Still, it was a nice surprise, no matter what, 
like a throwback or something. And like 
the new book, Dear Black Girls by A’Ja 
Wilson, every letter means something.

~������������������������������������������������������������\����
/�����������������������&�$���������>�����<����������������>����"���������
herself with no worries. And then, right before one of her best friends was 
�����������������������/�������������������������������_���������������
��>�����
>�������&]�%�������������������>�/��������������������������
mother quietly angry, and they made Wilson doubt herself for many years.

{�����������������������_�������������&
}� �\���������������
>�����&
Alright, good luck!”
With the help of her parents and her beloved grandmother, Wilson healed 

��� ���������� �����&�$�������� ����� ��>�������� ����� �������� ���������
����&�$��������������
���������������������������������������������������
�������������
���������������������������&�����������������
������
almost every point in her life, the color of her skin mattered in ways that it 
��������������������&�%�����
�����������
�������������>������
���&

/�����������������������������������������������������������������
���������������������������������������������
����������������������
���&�$����������������������_���������^��
��&]�$������������������
¢_\�����������������&]£<������������������������������������������������
���������������������<��������������������������������������������������

light for others 
��������������������_����������������

������/��\������������������
���������
��
lebrity to have an impact on someone.”

So will you learn a thing or two by read�
ing Dear Black Girls? 

���� ���� ��&� {�� ���� ����� ������
�����
������ \���� /������ ����� ��� ���� _��� ���
�� ���������� ���>�]� ��� ���� "��� _�� ������
of somebody... who looks like you...” Eh, 
��������������������������������������
^�������
>������� ����������&�����"��������
to be ready for it. 

%����� ��� ����<� /������� �� �������
/��\�	V�������������������������������
fun. She even tells the sad tales with exuberance, subtly letting readers 
>������������>�����������>����������������"������������������&��������
��
��������>����������
��������"���������������������������������������
����������&�{�����>������������
������������������������>�����������
straight talk from a mentor.

While it might seem to be a book for teenagers only, Dear Black Girls 
would also be a great resource for younger adults. Take a look, see if it 
�������������������������������&

pedagogical philosophy have left an indelible mark on generations of musi�

�������������������������
����������������������������&�

Honoring Stanley Cowell: A Legacy of Musical Innovation and Education
$������!�������������>�����"�������������������������������%��������

����������"�##���������������������������������������
�����������
����
�����������������������
�����������
����������%�������}���&�

����������������

��������������������������
������������!������������
��
within Toledo remains undercelebrated. The absence of a formal tribute to his 
achievements in his hometown calls for a reevaluation of how we honor our 
cultural icons. 

����
>������������������������#����!��������������������>��%����������
the opportunity to not only honor a native son but also to inspire future genera�
tions to appreciate the rich musical heritage of our city. 

{���������������
���������%�����������
�����"�##������������
�����������
����
�����$������!�����������������
����������������������
������
�����
geographical boundaries.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROJECT BASED 

VOUCHERS
RFP24-R001 F

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMH) 
will receive proposals for Project Based 
Vouchers for the HCV program. Interested 
parties should be owner/developers, man-
agement agent, and/or project sponsors for 
projects concentrating on Supportive Servic-
es. LMH has reserved up to 151 PBV for this 
rolling RFP.  Received in accordance with law 
until February 29, 2024, at 3:00 PM ET. See 
documents: www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson 
Street, Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 
�������	
������������
�	������	���
������
��
�����!����� "�������	�!� ����	������#� ��$-
ecutive Order #11246). This contract opportu-
nity is a Section 3 Covered Contract and any 
Section 3 Business Concerns are encour-
aged to apply.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
GLENDALE FIRE ALARM 

UPGRADES
IFB24-B002

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive bids for Glendale Fire Alarm Upgrades 
in accordance with IFB24-B002. Received 
in accordance with law until March 8, 2024 at 
3:00 PM ET.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.
org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; 
or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders 

��� ����	���� ��� ����� �����
�	��� ���	��� 
���
���
�������!�����"�������	�!�����	������#�

#���#��	&���	���$����	���"�����'*+<���=	#�
contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered 
Contract, and any Section 3 Business Con-
cerns are encouraged to apply.      

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

CONSULTANT SERVICES
RFP24-R002

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive proposals for Real Estate Develop-
ment Consultant Services in accordance 
with RFP24-R002. Received in accordance 
with law until February 24, 2024 at 3:00 PM 
EST.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 
424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 
419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are 
����	�����������������
�	������	���
������
��
�����!�����"�������	�!�����	������#�
#���-
#��	&���	���$����	���"�����'*+<���=	#����-
tract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Con-
tract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns 
are encouraged to apply.               

 ‘An Evening with State Representative 
Elgin Rogers, Jr.’

State Rep. Elgin Rogers (D-Toledo) will host ‘An Evening with 
State Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr.’ on Thursday, February 
29 from 5:00-7:00 pm at the McMaster Center of the Toledo 
Lucas County Public Library Main Branch.

The town hall event will give Rep. Rogers the opportunity 
to provide constituents with legislative updates, as well as 

receive feedback on the needs of the community.

The event, which is free and open to the public, will feature music from legendary 
jazz singer Ramona Collins and light refreshments. Space is limited so please RSVP 
by Friday, February 16th to Rep44@ohiohouse.gov.

��������	
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House of GinnieHouse of Ginnie
Custom designed clothing • sewing workshops & more!!

Mon – Wed --- 10 AM to 7 PM  •  567-290-8066

Grassroots Youth Focused Economic 
�
�
����
�	��������	����	���
�
���	���
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter
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Ebony Robinson with her children and participants (Kai Fisher and Damar 
Smith)

GreaterGenerations Executive Director, Ebony Robinson

February 21, 2024
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...continued on page 11

Honorees (L to R, back row) Bishop Patricia McKinstry, Shanda Gore, EdD, Darlene 
Sweeney-Newbern, Yvonne Mitcham, Alissa Mauter, and Jovita Robertson with 

(front row) Felicia Robe

Open  for caring
OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative  
health and wellness  
to management of 
chronic conditions,  
we are open to care  
for our community.

Dr. Basil Akponunu
Internal Medicine Physician

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1690 Print_TheTruth_Akponunu_5x8.indd   1 4/26/22   12:41 PM

First Black Sorority’s Local Chapter Celebrates 
Founders’ Day
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

The 116th Founders’ Day celebration organized by the local Alpha Kappa 
Alpha Sorority, Inc. chapters of Zeta Alpha Omega, Alpha Lambda and 
Iota Iota was held on February 17 at The Pinnacle. Guests, community 
members and sorority members gathered to celebrate the occasion that also 
acknowledged local honorees under the theme, “Black Girls Rock in Ex-
emplary Service.”

“We’re here to celebrate the 116th Founders’ Day of Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Inc., and celebrate ladies in the community. Black Girls Rock in 
Exemplary Service highlights community ladies and the work they are do-
ing in the community,” shared Richelle Watkins, president of Zeta Alpha 
Omega chapter.

Kristian Brown of 13abc served as the mistress of ceremonies and opened 
the celebration. Sonya Randall introduced the dais, Sheila Brown led Lift 
Every Voice and Sing, and Watkins, the chapter president, delivered the 
welcome.

���������	
����������������������������������������������	�������	�����
������	����
Felicia Dunston, Katina Johnson, Clara Petty, Lisa Dubose, Denise Black-Poon, 

Mary Dawson. (Bottom Row L-R ): Marie Bush,  
Margaret Huntley, Richelle Watkins, Julia Holt, Theodosia Tucker

��������!"����

Founders Day Celebration Committee

Sorority Jewels

Chapter Committee Chairs

Shanda Gore (center) sur-
rounded by Kathryn Tucker, 

Stayce Fowler, Erika Wte 
and Stephanie Boutte
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