
“We as Black people have to tell our own stories. We have to document our 
history. When we allow someone else to document our history, the history 

becomes twisted, and we get written out. We get our noses blown off.” 

—Erykah Badu, musician, actress and producer

Shirley L. Green, Author, Revolutionary Blacks Robert Smith, African American Legacy Project
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Hope begins today. 
Hope begins with you.

HOPE
Elevating Futures

Every day at Center of Hope we look into the eyes
of our ELEVATE! students and we see hope. We see
determination. We see the confidence to rise up and
begin again each new day. This is how we honor
those who paved the way and change our future —
by elevating their futures, by beginning with hope.

Enroll today in the COHFS Elevating Parents Program if 
you or your family/child are involved with Lucas 
County Children's Services or Lucas County Juvenile 
Court (Child Support, Custody/Visitation, Detention, 
Probation, Assessment Center). 

For more details and to enroll, Contact 419-461-3613 or 
419-861-4400.

cohfs.org
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... continued on page 10

Setting the Record Straight on an Important 
Piece of Black History
By Ben Jealous

Guest Column

With the start of Black History Month, I brace my-
self for the mis-telling of Black History yet again.

In schoolhouses and everywhere the stories are 
told, a persistent myth shows its ugly head: the ri-
diculous notion that great Black leaders are not just 
exceptional but exceptions.

It is an idea rooted in the ahistorical and unnatural 
misperception that the most notable Black Ameri-
cans were superhumans that sprung forth from col-
lective misery. It discounts the many, many Black 
leaders who were – and are – the children and 
grandchildren of courageous leaders in their own right.

Paul Robeson was a phenomenal actor, orator, singer, athlete, and activist. 
The family that produced him might be even more impressive. His father es-
caped enslavement to earn two college degrees and become a prominent min-
ister. His mother was part of the Bustill family, who were famous abolitionists 
and included Grace Bustill Douglass, the crusading abolitionist and feminist.

Kamala Harris’s path to the vice presidency began as a transformative district 
attorney. She refused to pursue the death penalty, and shifted her department’s 
punitive focus away from sex workers and squarely onto sex buyers and traf-
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progressive district attorneys and spawned the national training institute for 
female candidates known as Emerge America. Vice President Harris would 
readily admit there is no explaining her uncommon courage without account-

Facebook.com/TPSProud

TPS.org

Twitter.com/TPSProud
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ing for her civil rights activist parents and her education at the very university 
that produced Thurgood Marshall.

Martin Luther King is perhaps Black America’s best-known leader. His 
�����������	���	�������	�	���������	�����	�������	��������	���	���	����	�����-
dent of the Atlanta branch of the NAACP.

Whitney Houston became an iconic star of radio and the silver screen. Her 
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shaping relationships with other celebrated female singers and actors like her 
“honorary aunt” Aretha Franklin, godmother Darlene Love, and close friend 
Cicely Tyson. 

Malcolm X is America’s most famous Black nationalist. Before him, his 
father Earl Little was a Black nationalist Baptist preacher who organized for 
Marcus Garvey. Harassment by the Ku Klux Klan forced the Littles to relocate 
from Omaha, Nebraska to Lansing, Michigan, where Earl was murdered by a 
Klan-like white supremacist group.
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legislature and the most impactful voting rights activist of the 21st century. 
Her parents were courageous civil rights activists and her father was among 
the youngest leaders of the Hattiesburg boycott in Mississippi.

Middle Tennessee claims a famous political father-son pair in former Con-
gressman and Senator Albert Gore, Sr. and former Senator and Vice President 
Al Gore. But western Tennessee saw its own confrontational and crusading 
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LaRouth Perry, PhD

...continued on page 10

A Beacon for Two Decades: Celebrating the 
20th Anniversary of the African American 
Legacy Project & Museum of Northwest Ohio
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

In the historic Dorr Street Corridor, where the echoes of history whisper 
through time, the African American Legacy Project (AALP) & Museum
stand as a testament to the enduring legacy of the African diaspora, weav-
ing together the resilience, triumphs and untold stories that have helped shape 
northwest Ohio. 

the past; it is the marrow that feeds the bones of our 
future. 

As we celebrate the AALP’s 20th anniversary, we 
are not merely witnesses but active participants in a 
living legacy. “I remember a time when our grandpar-
ents and great-grandparents would sit us around the 
dinner table weaving tales of the past,” recalls  Smith. 

“It felt like a cherished secret shared with family. 
Many agree that is how it feels here when you visit the 
AALP museum.”

Early voting starts February 21  |  Democratic Primary is March 19
Learn more at PaulaHicksHudson.com 

I’m proud to be endorsed by the Teamsters, UAW and neighborhood and church 
leaders throughout Lucas County. In governing together, we succeed together. 

Paid for by Friends of Hicks-Hudson

– Paula Hicks-Hudson
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That’s the sentiment that washes over you as you step into the museum’s 
embrace— a longing for the tangible warmth of Grandpa’s tales, or a yearning 
for the depth of connection that you only feel when Mom smiles reminiscing 
about her wedding day. Those stories have a magic to them, connecting us to 
our roots in ways that make history come alive. 

“Dr. LaRouth Perry had a pivotal role in shaping the AALP,” explains Ex-
ecutive Director Smith. 

LaRouth Perry, warmly known as “Dr. P” here in Toledo, embodies a legacy 
of compassion and academic excellence. Holding a Ph.D. in American Cul-
ture, she has dedicated her life to education, touching thousands of students 

As we embrace a future where equality reigns 
supreme, our Black community stands on the 
threshold of a transformative era—one marked 
by the triumphant unfolding of narratives, writ-
ten and told by those who have lived them.

Guided by the dedicated leadership of Execu-
tive Director Robert Smith and a devoted seven-
member governing body, the African American 
Legacy Project (AALP) has been a transforma- Robert Smith

tive force since its establishment in 2004. Going beyond the traditional role of 
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intellectual, socioeconomic, and participatory growth within countless black 
communities.

Tracing the roots: Celebrating 20 Years of Impact
In the sacred corridors of the African American Legacy Project & Museum 
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...continued on page 19

Shirley Green: A Gifted Historian Tells a 
Great American Story
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

“If you are going to do history, you need to 
do history right,” said Shirley Green, PhD, his-
torian and author of a new book, Revolutionary 
Blacks: Discovering the Frank Brothers, Free-
born Men of Color of Independence.

When Green was doing this particular history 
and doing it right, she discovered things about 
her own family’s history that delighted her, to 
be sure. Some degree of shock, however, was 
mixed in with that delight. 

Green has had numerous accomplishments 
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served as the City Safety Director during the 

Thomas Henry Franklin, 
Green’s great grandfather

At the Rudolph Libbe Group, 

��������		
��������
�
��
������


�����
�����		��
��������������

������������������
���
�������

�����

��
����������������
�����

����������������������������
����

���
�
������
���������	������

������
���������
��
������
�����


�������������������������

������
�������������������	���������

���
��
��������������
�������
���

�������
�����������������������
���

��������� �������!


��"�����

���������
����������
������

TOGETHER, 
WE’RE 

BUILDING 
A BETTER 

TOMORROW

Learn more at:

rlgbuilds.com/careers

Build your future with us.

resume@rlgbuilds.com

Monday-Thursday 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 

Friday
 9 a.m.-6 p.m. 

Saturday 
9 a.m.-12 p.m. 
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24 Hour Automated
Voice Service 

419-255-0716
Credit Counseling
Share Accounts
Certificates of
Deposit (CDs)

Vacation/Christmas
Clubs
Checking Accounts
ATM/Debit Card
Payroll Deductions
Direct Deposits
Credit Card

Notary Services
Bill Payment Center
(Utilities, Credit
Cards, Cell Phones)

ll dd
dd

Dr. Suzette Cowell, CEO/Founder/Treasurer 
Bishop Dr. Pat McKinstry, Chairwoman of the Board

11444411 77

419.255.8876 
www.ToledoUrban.net 

1441 Dorr Street, Toledo, OH 43607 

�����
 Auto New/Used
 Personal
 First Mortgage

 Tuition
 Share Secured
 Signature

 Alterative to Payday Loan
 Home Repair
 Home Equity

Vii iitt UU tt OOVisit Us at Our
 Second Branch 
3053 Monroe St. 
Toledo, OH, 43606
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Mayor Mike Bell administration. She has also earned a doctor of philosophy 
degree in history from Bowling Green State University and is currently an 
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State University

Now, above all, she is an historian and an author, someone who has drawn 
on her own family’s history and oral tradition to pen a work about the experi-
ences of an African American family that was free well before the Revolu-
tionary War.
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discover, with a Rhode Island regiment. Eventually, Green’s mother wound 
up in Ohio, but she knew from the older generation that the family had roots, 
not only in Rhode Island, but also in Nova Scotia, Canada.

Green had always assumed, as had her mother and aunt, that her Nova Sco-

tia ancestors had arrived 
in Canada after escaping 
��
�	 ������#�	 �����	 ���	
in fact a number of Ca-
nadian cities and towns 
where settlements for for-
mer enslaved people were 
������������	��
��	5�����	
slavery were prompted 
to cross the border espe-
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Slave Act of 1850 which 
enabled slave owners and 
bounty hunters to chase 
their slaves anywhere in the U.S. and imposed criminal penalties against 
those helping them.

Ontario towns such as London, Chatham, North Buxton, Windsor and 
�
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Black folks in Nova Scotia also ended up there as a result of the mid-19th 
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Black Loyalists settlements map
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...continued on page 16

Toledo Urban FCU Launches Programs to 
Fight Housing Disparities
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union has launched two new pro-
grams: a down payment assistance program for homebuyers and low 
interest loan program for home repair contractors. The two programs 
are in collaboration with the Fair Housing Center and are open to the 
community with the goal of combatting housing disparities. 

In 2008, The Fair Housing Center initiated legal proceeding against 
Fannie Mae, The Federal National Mortgage Association, Arguing that, 
during the housing crisis, Fannie Mae had maintained and marketed its 
foreclosed homes in predominantly white neighborhoods, while leaving 
black-owned homes in disrepair. 

In 2022, Toledo’s Fair Housing Center secured about $755,000 out of a 
total $53 million settlement with Fannie Mae. Since then, the agency has 
funded a number of programs in the area to address those areas most hit. 
Now the center is funding the two new programs at TUFCU.

The down payment assistance program provides applicants of low 
to moderate income, that are eligible and approved for a mortgage, the 
ability to receive up to $5000 in assistance for the down payment of their 
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the grant do not need to pay the money back.

“The way the economy is going [people] really don’t have a lot of extra 
dollars to put up. This is a way to offset that cost that you would be hav-
ing to try to save up,” said Suzette Cowell, CEO and founder of Toledo 
Urban Federal Credit Union. The hope is to capture as many people as 
possible who need assistance in home buying. 

The low interest loan program for home repair contractors provides 
business owners with needed capital to complete home repair projects. 
“It allows contractors to get dollars to pay for the upfront cost of [home 
repair projects],” stated Cowell. Businesses and contractors must meet 
eligibility requirements.  To apply or learn more about these programs 
call Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union at 419-255-8876 and speak with 
Jamezz or Warren.

Last month, the Black-owned Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union 
opened its doors to its second location at the former Fifth Third Bank on 
Monroe Street. The credit union, which has been in existence since 1996, 
services the predominantly Black central city neighborhood and has been 
in operation for 28 years, servicing thousands.  This feat is momentous in 
$������	�����	�����	����	��	�
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tions in the country. In the state of Ohio, the only other black owned bank 
is in Columbus, OH. (source: Businessinsider.com)

“[The new location] is doing very well,” said Cowell. “We have people 
coming in and joining and happy for what they are seeing.” The second  
branch will expand the work that the credit union is already doing in their 
ongoing service to the Black community. 

Founding the credit union did not come without struggles and opposi-
tion.
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ell.  In 1992, the credit union in its planning stages held a meeting with 
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Please join State Rep. Elgin Rogers, Jr in celebrating the difference
makers in our community, during Black History Month!!

State Rep. Elgin Rogers

Black History Month is an opportunity to identify and acknowledge the contributions that
African people have made throughout history!

Art Tatum Daisy Smith

Charlon Dewberry

Wayman Palmer

Erik Johnson

Ella P. StewartMark and Faye LyonsEdrene Cole Jon Hendricks

Johnnye Van Buren 
Warnsley 

Crystal Ellis

Dr. Vernon Sykes

Rev. I.J. JohnsonDavid Fleetwood
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...continued on page 17

What elements shape Toledo’s essence or unique identity? 
In the foreword to Tatum’s Town: The Story of Jazz in Toledo, Ohio, James 

C. Marshall noted the city’s “blue-collar roots and lack of majestic landscapes, 
devoid of the urban, cosmopolitan sophistication found elsewhere,” but aptly 
noted, “Yet, [Toledo] still has a stellar cultural landscape.”  

Marshall perfectly encapsulates Toledo’s essence - a city that “for her size 
and weight,” has more than her share of great talent. Yet despite its rich cultural 
landscape, Toledo has a complex relationship with our artistic talents. 

Anthony Pattin, a Toledo-born pianist, carved out a distinguished 32-year 
career as a professor, soloist and chamber musician in Birmingham, Alabama, 
before returning to his roots in 2019. His career has been marked by perfor-
mances with the Toledo Symphony Orchestra, appearances at prestigious ven-
ues like Carnegie Hall, and tours across the globe. 
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the city’s broader struggle to fully appreciate its homegrown talents.

I caught up with Pattin to discuss his career, the musical heritage of Toledo, 
and the city’s recognition of its artists.

Perryman: The jazz genre is usually highlighted when discussing Toledo’s 
great musical heritage. Yet, you are a classical piano icon. 

Pattin: My career has focused primarily on classical music, but I’m a versa-
tile musician. I have played a lot of genres other than classical music. I never 
really got into the jazz scene, but I was able to play for people who wanted 

jazz. I was able to play in combos and stuff like that. But no, the strength of my 
background has been in classical music, and it still is, even though I do church 
������	�����	��	�����	���������	����	���	�������	

Perryman: Talk about Toledo’s great artists. 
Pattin:Of course, Art Tatum is a much better representative of Toledo, Ohio, 

than anybody as far as a legend, but then, of course, that story has been told re-
peatedly, but never enough in Toledo. The few little tributes here in Toledo are 
disgraceful, especially the little thing out at Huntington Center. It’s not worthy 

�	����	�	����������	�����	��	<�33�	

Art Tatum is the gold standard. It’s a shame that Toledo doesn’t have a real 
monument to him. The minimalist effort on City Park, I wonder if they’ll ever 
get that presentable. 

Perryman:  Do we underappreciate our musicians in Toledo?
Pattin: I felt more appreciated when I didn’t live here anymore because they 

were always calling me to come back to do something with the symphony or 
at the university. I did know about Jon Hendricks because of the jazz program 
out at Toledo University at his direction. 

���	
�����������	�	�������	����	���	!���
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ment. Of course, Murphy’s Place was a staple of Toledo. Jean Holden is a vet-
eran jazz lounge singer, and her place, Jean’s Place, was once the place to be. 

If you’re going to talk about music, you have to also talk about gospel music, 

February Is Black History Month • February Is Black History Month • February Is Black History Month • February Is Black History Month

Toledo has an incredible music history, sometimes hidden away, but not yet forgotten.     
                                       - James C. Marshall, author

Black History: Hidden In Plain Sight
By By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor
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Pictured are the Tuskegee
Airmen 332nd Fighter
Group pilots in Italy in 1945.

MORE THAN A Port
toledoport.org 

toledoexpress.com

BLACK
HISTORY
MONTH

THE PORT AUTHORITY CELEBRATES

by honoring pioneers in
the Aviation and Maritime 
industries. Follow us on social 
media to learn more.
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Romules Durant…Where Art Thou?
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Tick…tock…tick…tock…the clock is signaling 
for Romules Durant to stand up and be counted.

Exactly where is Romules Durant, EdD, the chief 
cheerleader for Toledo Public Schools? Where is he 
regarding making a public statement regarding the 
dismal reading scores of kids in K-4th grade?

According to the recent state report card on TPS, 
only one in four kids in K-4 grades are reading at 
their grade level. The other three?...Lost In Space…
unless there is a revolution as to how TPS creates, 
attacks and sustains a reading and comprehension 
plan that will produce tangible results for those youngsters who are depending 
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Let’s not kid ourselves. It is at age six (or even younger) that if the reading 
bug has not bitten you, there is a strong correlation between poor reading skills 
and negative social consequences.

Yeah, reading is that fundamental to acquiring any success in your later years 
of life including successful job retention, college admissions and just knowing 
“stuff” that will allow you to properly negotiate the hills and valleys of simply 
just living.
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basic reading skills, you can only wonder why TPS parents and concerned 
educators are not demanding better results…or else, as a condition for the con-
tinued employment of Romules Durant at TPS.

Now, don’t get me wrong. It appears that Romules Durant is a swell guy who 
loves wearing his TPS letters on the collars of his shirts. Fine and dandy! It 
also appears that Romules Durant is a great Rah! Rah! guy for TPS. Fine and 
dandy!
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being ‘nailed’ by those kids, I see nothing but frustration and failure in their 
lives.

Sure, some kids by stint of mere effort and a positive family environment or a 
positive reading mentor can overcome obstacles, but where is the hard driving 

school system which has made reading to your grade level, or better, a number 
one priority?

When failing kids are passed on to the next grade due to a ‘social’ promotion, 
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be blasting at full measure when a K-1 teacher or even a  Junior high school 
teacher notices that LaShonda or DeMarcus are fumbling to read, “Jack and 
Jill went up the hill to fetch a pail of water.”

Is there any complicity with an underwhelmed teacher’s union that sees fail-
ure but looks the other way because it is easier to opt out and let LaShonda 
or DeMarcus fail rather than to take the time to intervene and demand better?

So, in the spirit of helping the clueless TPS school board, who is ultimately 
responsible to their client, the public, for making sure that their employee, Ro-
mules Durant, tows the line and is driven by educational excellence, I propose 
the following to Romules Durant for immediate implementation so the image 
of TPS being in the dredges regarding improving reading skills for K-4, can 
be improved.

(1) The development of a job title for a Reading Czar for TPS. This no-non-
sense person is empowered to review all classroom performances of teachers 
in grades K-4 and make mandatory policy changes so that kids on the edge are 
recognized and are salvaged before it is too late.  This Czar needs to come from 
outside of the TPS teaching corps.

If the teacher or the reading curriculum is not up to par, that teacher is so 
noted and is give remedial instructions as to how to teach reading and compre-
hension for those affected grade levels. All parents must buy into this revolu-
tion if it is to succeed.

(2) If it is discovered that the reading materials and attendant helps are not 
���������	�
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to be implemented forthwith. Thinking outside of the box is required.

(3) Romules Durant is to run “interference” with any overbearing TPS union 
so that they are not in the driver’s seat on this mandate. We cannot afford to 
have a union that is hostile to change when it involves the education of kids 
and especially so of those who are already considered marginal by this society.

(4) In the event that the TPS union was to take umbrage or offense at such a 
radical position, the school board must lock horns with the school union and 
remind the school union that the mission of TPS is to educate and not to pro-
crastinate and to kowtow to union reps. If they do not like it, let them strike!

(5) Structural changes must be implemented at the seemingly hidebound TPS
and the union so that the parent is seen as an equal and valuable partner in the 

education of their children. Yes, lazy parents must be challenged to do better.
(6) if the above recommendations or something radically similar is not insti-

tuted within 120 days, parents need to “pack out” TPS meetings and not ask 
but demand change, for if not, the same status quo will be perpetuated; and 
ten years from now, TPS will be “crowing” about getting C’s and D’s on their 
state report card and the reading fundamentals for K-4 will remain static and 
in the dumpster.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com

February Is Black History Month • February Is Black History Month • February Is Black History Month • February Is Black History Month
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Taylor Ambassador Toledo
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Mary Helen Darah
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Joan Brown Kose
Taylor Ambassador Findlay Stephen Taylor
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Helen Cooks

Ben Jealous... continued from page 3

former Congressman Harold Ford, Sr. followed by the diplomatic, incisive, 
and consensus-building former Congressman Harold Ford, Jr.

From the time he started preaching at the age of four, Reverend Al Sharp-
ton’s early years were shaped by the mentorship of Black leaders like Adam 
Clayton Powell, Jr., James Brown, and the incomparable Jesse Jackson. But 
it was his mother Ada Sharpton’s work that inspired her son’s founding of 
the National Action Network. Mrs. Sharpton rose from poverty to power as a 
prominent civil rights activist in New York City’s outer boroughs and became 
president of Mothers in Action.

Fifteen years ago, I was named the youngest national president in the history 
of the NAACP. My grandmother Mamie Bland Todd trained future US Sena-
tor Barbara Mikulski as a social worker early in her career. In researching my 
latest book, I followed my own ancestry back to my grandmother’s grandfa-
ther. In the late 1800s, Edward David Bland led Black Republicans into co-
alition with former white Confederate soldiers to form a third party that took 
over the Virginia state government. Known as the Readjusters, the bipartisan 
�
�������	�
������	�
�	���	���������	�������	
�����	���	�
���
����	���	9
�-
monwealth of Virginia from 1881-85.

In that time, they abolished the poll tax and the whipping post; radically ex-
panded Virginia Tech and created Virginia State University; and readjusted the 
terms of the Civil War debt to save the free public schools and take the state 
��
�	�	��������	������	���
	�	��������

Parentage and family connection are not and never should be a prerequisite 
for leadership in our country. But we can still recognize that one of the greatest 
traditions in Black leadership is Black leaders who raise Black leaders.

Some of those leaders inspire with their art; others with their activism; many 
with both. The historical arc they help form – which sometimes wavers but 
ultimately bends towards justice – would not be possible without that tradition.

So, if it occurs to you that you do not know enough about how your ances-

...continued on page 11
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interesting and inspiring piece of family history. 

Ben Jealous is executive director of the Sierra Club, former CEO of the 
NAACP, professor of practice at the University of Pennsylvania and author 
of “Never Forget Our People Were Always Free” and “Reach: 40 Black Men 
Speak on Living, Leading, and Succeeding.”

through programs like Upward Bound and To-
ledo Excel.

“Dr. LaRouth Perry authored the mission, 
statement for the AALP which will always serve 
as our guiding principles,” he adds. 

“I am forever grateful for her vision. She saw 
the future need for this organization within our 
community and her words breathed life and di-
rection into it.”

As Smith tells me the story of how it all began, 
I smile, envisioning the sound of her voice af-

African American Legacy Project... continued from page 4

fectionately calling us ‘Turkeys,’ a name she reserves for the many she loves.
Now retired and living in Florida, Dr. P not only shaped young minds in ur-

ban high schools but she also contributed her wisdom to the Africana Studies 
Department at the University of Toledo. 

Beyond her professional pursuits, many of us simply know Dr. P as Bayé, 
Kai, and Ravi’s loving mom. Dr. P’s ability to infuse joy into every narra-
tive during her teaching career was contagious and uplifting. Fortunately her 
nurturing spirit will forever remain a timeless presence within the heart of the 
African American Legacy Project as a cherished space where everyone feels 
seen, valued, and, most importantly, loved.

“Dr. Helen Cooks [founder and former director of the Utoledo Excel program] 

Page 10 February 14, 2024

A KNIGHT FOR A DAY. 
A BROTHERHOOD  
FOR LIFE.

APPLY NOW FOR  
7TH & 8TH GRADES

To schedule a Knight for a Day 

visit, contact Jen Briner at 

jbriner@sfsknights.org  

or 419-214-5425

2323 W. Bancroft St  |  Toledo, OH 
sfsknights.org

Open for  wellness
OPEN FOR YOU

Whether you need preventive and  
wellness care or help managing a complex  
health condition, The University of  
Toledo Medical Center’s internal  
medicine providers are the healthcare 
leaders you want on your team.

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1659 Print_ToledoJournal_DrJackson_4.75x8.indd   1 12/1/21   1:52 PM
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John Scott
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and Dr. LaRouth Perry are easily considered the 
founding maternal framers of the African Ameri-
can Legacy Project and Toledo native Dr. John 

�
���	�	��
����	���#�������	�
��	���	������
�	��	
���	
��	 ������	����	��	�
��������	 ���	�
�����-
ing Cultural Emissary for the Legacy Project,” 
says Smith. ”As Dr. Scott helped to frame and 
develop BGSU’s Ethnic Studies Department, his 
���������	���������	���	��������	�������������	�����	

...continued on page 15
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African American Legacy Project... continued from page 10

as his legacy to The AALP and the community.”
Empowering Through Education: A Commitment to Knowledge
���	��������
�	�
	�
���������	���	����������	���	����������	
�	�
�������	

Ohio’s African American community is not a mere exercise in nostalgia; it is 
��	����������	�
���������	���#���	�#������	�������	�����	��������	���	��-
cestral voices of our past resound in our present.

���	������	���������
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��	���	����������	���-
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charter schools, churches and educational organizations,” says Smith.

���	���������	�������	���
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Wayman Palmer

ciplines. The AALP then includes a local component 
�#	�������	��
����	
�	�
������	����	Wayman D. Palm-
er�	��
	����	��	���������	����	
�	���	�
������#�	��	
#
�&��	
�	�	�������	����	#
�	���
���#	��������	����-
er’s One-in-a-Million ice cream stand at Division and 
John R Streets. Palmer and his father, Cecil H. Palm-
er�	����
��3��	����#	�����������������	����	��������	
����	Jerry’s Carryout 
�	Z�������	$���	�����	�����	
������&�	����"�������	��
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our Glass City,” Smith notes.
Stewart’s Pharmacy, an enduring cornerstone 

�����������	��	)\77�	�
��	�������	 �
	 ���	����
���#	
leadership of Ella P. Stewart�	���	����	��������	$�-
rican American female pharmacist in the nation, 
���	���	��������	William W. Stewart. 

Beyond its role as a healthcare haven, their phar-
���#	 �
�����	 ��	 �	 ��������#	 �
�	 �����	 ���������	
��<�����	 �#	 �
���	 �
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����	 
�������	 Ella P. Stewart
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pharmaceuticals, Ella and William emerged as community leaders, actively 
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Dorr Street Live!: Resurrecting the Cultural Heartbeat of Toledo
��	�
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Executive Director Smith. 
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ment. They are not just enterprises; they are anchors that foster a sense of pride 
���	�
�������#�	����	�
���������	������	��	�����	
���	���#	������	�	�#���	
�	
������
���#�	�����	��
�
���	�����	�����������	�
����#�	�������������	���	�
����	
������	���	�
�������	�	�
��������	�����	
�	��
������

The AALP’s Dorr Street History Committee,	���	�#	����������	����	������	
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through the ages.
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Celebrating
BLACK HISTORY MONTH

To find out how the AOoA can help you our your loved one, call (419) 382-0624.

 And the History Makers of Today.

Photo courtesy of The Blade, Phillip Kaplan.
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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Black Fraternities and Sororities Are 
Compatible with Christianity
By Keith Magee

Guest Column

Historically Black fraternities and sororities 
– often referred to as Black Greek-letter or-
ganizations, or BGLOs – have been making a 
difference in the lives of Black Americans for 
more than a hundred years. 

Members of these organizations have histor-
ically been at the forefront of the struggle for 
racial equality and have been change-makers 
in every professional sphere. BGLOs regular-
�#	 ����	 �
������	 �
	 ����	 ���������������	 ����	
powers and wickedness in high places and to 
promote social justice, voting rights, and anti-
poverty measures. 

And yet, over recent years, some Christians 
have denounced their BGLOs, publicly at-
tacking them for being “idolatrous” in their use of symbolic Greek letters 
and for causing members to put loyalty to their organization above loyalty 
to their faith. 

I know the most fundamentally important aspect of my identity is my 
love for Jesus as Lord. I trust the Holy Spirit as my lead and guide into 
all truth, and I constantly seek to live the life that is required of me as a 
believer. I am convinced that through the story of Jesus’ life, death, burial, 
resurrection, ascension and soon-to-come return, the message He is send-
ing us, in His wisdom, is one of love. 

I try to embody that message in everything I do. I am also a proud mem-
ber of two Black fraternities, Kappa Alpha Psi (one of the Divine Nine col-
legiate BGLOs) and Sigma Pi Phi (for professionals). Kappa was founded 
by 10 principled Christian men. With Kappa, I was younger when I crossed 
and not quite as knowledgeable as I am now about my faith. 

Nevertheless, at no point in my life have I ever entered into an unortho-
dox, uninformed, or ungodly alliance with a Greek deity. Nor have I ever 
sworn an oath that would in any way hinder, absolve, or negate my Chris-
tian beliefs.  

���	������	Z���	����	������������	�����#	��	���	����	�������	
�	���	7(��	
century, as peer-support mechanisms for Black college students. These 
young people experienced routine racial discrimination, not just in pre-
dominantly white institutions and in wider society, but also in the majority 
white fraternities and sororities already established on campuses. 

For many Black students, joining BGLOs helped them survive and thrive. 
Membership allowed them to bond, build lasting networks of brother- or 
sisterhood, and empower one another and the whole Black community, 
both at university and then beyond. 

It would be impossible to list here the names of all the illustrious leaders 
��
�	
��	�
������#	��
	����	
�	���	���������	�
	�%���	?	�����	���	���-
ply too many to mention. But notable examples include Rev. Samuel De-
Witt Proctor (Kappa Alpha Psi); Rev Dr Martin Luther King, Jr. (Alpha Phi 
Alpha); and Rev. Jesse Jackson (Omega Psi Phi). Bishop Vashti McKenzie, 
���	����	������	����
�	
�	���	$��	9������	 ��	�	������	
�	�����	
����	
Theta, the sorority of which her grandmother, Vashti Turley Murphy, was 
one of the founders. 

My own mother, Rev. Dr Barbara Reynolds, is a Delta too. One of my 
peers, Rev. Teraleen Campbell, is the International Chaplain of Zeta Phi 
Beta Sorority. 

And let’s not forget, some of our current political heavyweights are also 
pledged to Greek letter organizations, including Vice-President Kamala 

Harris (Alpha Kappa Alpha), Minority Leader of the U.S House of Rep-
resentatives Hakeem Jeffries (Kappa Alpha Psi), and U.S. Senator Rev 
Raphael Warnock (Alpha Phi Alpha). 

From their foundation, both Black and white fraternities and sororities 
chose to associate their organizations with letters of the Greek alphabet as 
�	�
�	�
	���	������������	���
���
��	��
	5
�������	��	���	����	��������	�����	
of ancient Greece. The enduring contributions made by sages like Plato, 
$����
����	!����������	���	�#����
���	�
	�����	����	��	����
�
��#�	��������	
and mathematics meant aspirational college-educated men and women 
naturally wanted to be connected to such a tradition. 

To this day, when the initiates of BGLOs swear oaths of loyalty, they are 
pledging to participate in the ongoing quest to unlock the secrets of great 
knowledge for the good of humanity as well as committing to uphold the 
ideals of their fraternity or sorority for life. Why anyone would see that as 
�����	�
���
�	��	�
�5���	����	9��������	������	��	������#	���5���	�
	���	

I am in no way opposed to an individual deciding to renounce their 
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wool, or straighten their hair. However, when I hear a person denouncing 
BGLOs in general, insinuating that they are somehow “demonic,” and 
inciting all other members to follow their personal example, that causes 
me pause. 

����	��	#
�	����������	����	#
�	�������	�
	��	�	��������
�	����	����	
guide your own choices, how can you then deem that to be the truth, 
rather than your truth? One person’s shortcomings in life, or the way an 
individual lives in a particular state of sin doesn’t necessarily apply to 
everyone. Rather than rail against BGLOs, I wish more believers would 
be concerned about the ungodly alliances or oaths some of us make to 
certain churches, other organizations, and leaders who really do act or 
live in a perpetual reprobate state. 

In contrast, I would ask that we all extend a measure of grace to any 
group or institution – including Black BGLOs – whose members are ex-
horted to spend a lifetime making a positive impact on their communities 
and exemplifying the kindness Jesus teaches us. In the case of both my 
fraternities, I can unequivocally and wholeheartedly serve Jesus as Lord, 
�����	���������	
��	�
��������	����
���	���	����	��	���	�������	��
������	
that Jesus gets the glory out of my being a member. Why? Because when 
I’m present with my brothers, the Holy Spirit is there abiding in me. 

I can, likewise, say that in every formal fraternity setting, overt rever-
ence is always paid to what I believe. In fact, I often either attend or serve 
as the celebrant for the weekly online services that are currently held by 
one of Kappa’s alumni chapters. Therefore, I am not tethered by being a 
fraternity brother – far from it. Nothing about my membership of these 
illustrious organizations restricts me in my faith. I’m entirely free in Him 
who set me free. 

Keith Magee is a theologian, political adviser and social justice scholar. 
He is chair and professor of practice in social justice at Newcastle Univer-
sity (United Kingdom). He is senior fellow and visiting professor in cultural 
justice at University College London Institute for Innovation and Public 
Purpose, where he leads the Black Britain and Beyond think tank, and is also 
a fellow at its Centre on US Politics. He is the author of “Prophetic Justice: 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
FOR PROJECT BASED 

VOUCHERS
RFP24-R001 F

Lucas Metropolitan Housing Authority (LMH) 
will receive proposals for Project Based 
Vouchers for the HCV program. Interested 
parties should be owner/developers, man-
agement agent, and/or project sponsors for 
projects concentrating on Supportive Servic-
es. LMH has reserved up to 151 PBV for this 
rolling RFP.  Received in accordance with law 
until February 29, 2024, at 3:00 PM ET. See 
documents: www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson 
Street, Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 
�������	
���

���������
�	������	���
������
��
�����!����� "�������	�!� ����	������#� ��$-
ecutive Order #11246). This contract opportu-
nity is a Section 3 Covered Contract and any 
Section 3 Business Concerns are encour-
aged to apply.

INVITATION FOR BIDS
GLENDALE FIRE ALARM 

UPGRADES
IFB24-B002

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive bids for Glendale Fire Alarm Upgrades 
in accordance with IFB24-B002. Received 
in accordance with law until March 8, 2024 at 
3:00 PM ET.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.
org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; 
or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders 

��� ����	���� ��� ����� �����
�	��� ���	��� 
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�������!�����"�������	�!�����	������#�
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contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered 
Contract, and any Section 3 Business Con-
cerns are encouraged to apply.      

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT 

CONSULTANT SERVICES
RFP24-R002

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive proposals for Real Estate Develop-
ment Consultant Services in accordance 
with RFP24-R002. Received in accordance 
with law until February 24, 2024 at 3:00 PM 
EST.  For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 
424 Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 
419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are 
����	�����������������
�	������	���
������
��
�����!�����"�������	�!�����	������#�
#���-
#��	&���	���$����	���"�����'

*+<���=	#����-
tract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered Con-
tract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns 
are encouraged to apply.               

 ‘An Evening with State Representative 
Elgin Rogers, Jr.’

State Rep. Elgin Rogers (D-Toledo) will host ‘An Evening with 
State Representative Elgin Rogers, Jr.’ on Thursday, February 
29 from 5:00-7:00 pm at the McMaster Center of the Toledo 
Lucas County Public Library Main Branch.

The town hall event will give Rep. Rogers the opportunity 
to provide constituents with legislative updates, as well as 

receive feedback on the needs of the community.

The event, which is free and open to the public, will feature music from legendary 
jazz singer Ramona Collins and light refreshments. Space is limited so please RSVP 
by Friday, February 16th to Rep44@ohiohouse.gov.
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GET INVOLVED
ORGANIZE and VOTE!

EVERY ELECTION 

PROTECT
Our rights, freedom,

democracy

PRESERVE our Health and 
our History

PROMOTE equity, equality
diversity, racial, gender, economic,

and environmental justice.FOR MORE
INFORMATION

www.ohiounity.org

Legends: Honoring Notable Community and Sports Icons
The African American Legacy Project’s signature event is their “Legends” 

celebration.
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African American Legacy Project... continued from page 11
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The late Emerson Cole (and his son Charlie 
Cole) was an exceptional running back for The 
University of Toledo.	���	�����
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The connection felt personal and profound. I 
could still smell Mr. Cole’s cigar as I recalled him 
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African American Legacy Project... continued from page 15

Emerson Cole

grandfather, Garner Lee Nail, a distinguished graduate of Jesup W. Scott High 
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Honoring History: An Important Archive 
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and you can’t talk about gospel music except talking about the Byrd family, 
legendary almost to the same extent as Mattie Moss and the Clarks are in De-
troit. 

Yet, the city’s music community remains divided by genre preferences, with 
classical music often attracting a predominantly white audience, underscoring 
the need for a more integrated appreciation of Toledo’s diverse musical land-
scape.

Perryman: Talk about your upbringing and education.
Pattin: Born in 1953, I graduated from Scott High School, attended Toledo 

University, and then the University of Michigan. I moved to Alabama for my 
studies at the University of Montevallo but completed my doctorate in 1994 at 
the University of Alabama, thanks to its proximity. 

Even though it was a new experience and the culture was different, it ended 
up being a wonderful, positive shift in my life. A lot of good things happened 
to me while I was in the South. 

Perryman: What’s the earliest memory about your playing?
Pattin: I was playing for the choir at Scott High School under David Carter. 

I was the accompanist for the symphonic choir, where I was exposed to various 
music literature. We were doing Handel’s Messiah every year. We’d do The 
!
�#	9��#�	���	9�������
��	�
	�	���	����
�����	�
	�����	��
���	�����	���
���-
out high school. It differs from what they’re doing now in schools; it’s just an 
extension of what you hear on the radio. 

No, we had legitimately good choral literature that improved my sight read-
ing because I had to play parts as well as the accompaniment. So I became an 
ace crackerjack sight reader from my experience at Scott, which always opens 
a lot of doors when people may need you to do things on short notice. So, I 
became a musical savior in many situations just because I had skills. 

Perryman: Talk about your performance career while on the university fac-
ulty in Alabama.

Pattin: I was also at a prominent Black church in Birmingham, 6th Avenue 
Baptist Church, under Pastor John Porter, who had marched alongside Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King. Dr. Martin Luther King had done Porter’s installation service. 


����	$�����	���	 ���	����	
�	 ����#�����	#
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���	���	��	 ��#	������	?	
Black or white. They were a sophisticated silk-stocking congregation. You had 
judges and lawyers and doctors and mayors. All the prominent Black citizens 
of the city went to 6th Avenue, even if it was nothing more than to visit or 
around election time to be seen and beg for votes. I stayed at 6th Avenue for 
about 12 years until the pastor retired and eventually died. 

Perryman: What was your position there?
Pattin: I was the Director of Music. I was the organist, pianist, and coordina-

tor; I was like everything at different times. 
They were one of the few churches with a brand new pipe organ, having 
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ane Bish, came and did a recital on the 6th Avenue organ. 

��
��	����	�

�	#�����	���	���	��������	�	 ����	#
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choirs, and every one of them could be a recording choir; they were very, very 
high quality. So that was a good situation. I grew a little weary of it, and after 
a while, I got hooked up with white churches and experienced the value of 
time and timeliness in the order of services, including worship, weddings, and 
funerals. It was just a different kind of thing, and I haven’t lost touch with the 
Black church. 

Perryman... continued from page 7 Perryman: When did you begin at 6th 
Avenue?

Pattin: Sixth Avenue had a concert 
series, and they would invite many top 
concert musicians as guest artists. Kath-
leen Battle had performed there. So, they 
invited me to be on their concert series. I 
was playing at a small Baptist church, and 
someone told me, “Once 6th Avenue gets 
a whiff of you, we know you’ll be gone, 
and we know they are going to take you.” 
And sure enough, they did. That was in 1990, and I stayed there until 2002.

Perryman: What was next after Sixth Avenue Baptist?
Pattin: The white congregation Chapel in the Pines Presbyterian Church fol-

lowed, where I stayed as Director of Music for 14 years. 
Then, I went to Shades Valley Lutheran as their Director of Music in Bir-

mingham. While there, I decided to move back to Toledo, so I only stayed at 
Shades Valley for 2 1/2 years. Then I was back in Toledo, where I’m now at 
First St. John Lutheran as their musician.

Perryman: Please tell our readers about your experiences as a performing 
concert pianist. 

Pattin: I’ve performed three different concert tours in Tokyo, Japan. I’ve 
gone to Paris, Central America, three times in New York City, twice in Carn-
egie Hall, and once at Lincoln Center’s Merkin Concert Hall. It’s less popular 
than Carnegie Hall, but it is a very prestigious hall. I’ve also performed at other 
venues in between.

Perryman: Please describe some of the other venues.
Pattin: I’ve gone to just about all of the colleges in the South to perform. A 

lot of them were HBCUs, but not all of them. For instance, I played at “Ole 
Miss” and Mississippi College for Women. I’ve also gone down to Bethune-
Cookman, an HBCU. There’s just a long list of colleges. 
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c.2024
various publishers

$18.99 each
various page counts 

Black History Month Books for Kids
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

You know your history.
You know about slavery and Jim Crow and Har-

riet Tubman and Malcolm X. You know about all 
those things, and more. So now make sure your 
child knows, too, by bringing home these great 
Black History Month books for kids...
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and in The Last Stand by Antwan Eady, illustrated by Jarrett and Jerome 
Phumphrey (Knopf, $18.99), Mr. Earl’s grandson worries about his Papa, who 
runs a farmer’s market. 
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it’s just Mr. Earl. What will the people in their community do if there’s no fresh 
produce or fresh eggs? Who will have peppers for Mr. Johnny or pumpkins for 
Ms. Rosa? What will happen on the day when Papa’s “too tired” to go to his 
market stall? This book, and the stories it can lead to, will help your three-to-
���"#���"
��	�����	�
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Everywhere Beauty is Harlem by Gary Golio, art by E.B. Lewis (Calkins 
Creek, $18.99).

When photographer Roy DeCarava came to Harlem in the early 1940s, he 
������	��	!������	$��	�
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��	����#	��������	��	�������	���	���
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camera, and he went hunting for treasures – not gold or jewels, but people. A 
man snoozing on the subway, a little boy drawing with sidewalk chalk, an artist 
standing streetside with his wares, not one of them escaped his notice. Looking 
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Your three-to-seven-year-old will want to see, too. Be sure to read the biog-
raphy at the end of this tale, so you can give your child the full, authentic story.
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Fighting With Love: The Legacy of John Lewis by Lesa Cline-Ransome, 
illustrated by James E. Ransome (Simon & Schuster, $18.99).

Here, your child will learn that John Lewis was the son of a sharecropper, 
and he dreamed of a better life. He wanted an education, and he sneaked out 
and got one. He was a teenager before he heard the words “justice” and “seg-
regation,” and he knew instantly that they were important. When he left on 
a bus to go to Seminary school, his mother warned him not to get in trouble, 
but how could he not? 

If you need more Black History Month reading for your child, or if you’ve 
got older kids itching to learn more, too, then ask your favorite librarian 
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books to know your history.  

Then, not only did I go to the colleges to play, but sometimes I did master 
classes where it’s like an open public piano lesson. Their students play for you, 
then you critique them openly and offer suggestions. I did that at Spelman and 
Fisk. I was just all over the place. 

Perryman:	!
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Pattin: I was on a television program almost every week called The Pianist 

at Work as an invited guest. I’d do a recital about once a month, and it would 
go out all over the state on Alabama Public Television. 

I played with The Alabama Symphony. I did concerts at all of the universi-
ties in Birmingham, every last one, even the private ones. My reputation grew 
when people heard about me and my playing, which took me a long way. My 
phone was constantly ringing. If it wasn’t for playing, it was for lecturing. I 
was a touring artist for the Alabama State Council on the Arts, so I had their 
endorsement. 

All of this while teaching there and all of this combined separated me from 
everybody else. 
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cians? 

Pattin:Since American Idol, So You Think You Can Dance, Mama I Want 
To Sing, and these other competitions have come along, many young people 
aspire to instant fame rather than musicianship. Understanding that becoming 
a musician requires hard work and mastery of music theory, scales, and chords 
is crucial. I’ve personally seen success in some of my committed and versatile 
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proving their church music skills. My advice is to set clear goals, whether it’s 
earning a degree or mastering a genre, and diligently work towards achieving 
them. 

Perryman: Talk about your earliest days and those who helped push you 
towards music. 
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years older and the musician of the family. He was studying at the Bach Con-
servatory. When Leslie left high school, he played musical instruments in the 
band at Macomber because he was getting his music education degree. He 
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I can also remember always being aware of church music. I remember enjoy-
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put me on a program, I was about 11 years old. I remember my name was on 
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they had skipped over it because I was afraid. 
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said, “The young man’s gonna play a piano solo.” And my hymn was ‘Work, 
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had to be careful not to forget, but that’s how it all started for me. I remember 
being scared about it, but still being interested in music and aware of singing 
and the person on the piano and the organ. 

Even in school, at Lincoln Elementary School, we had music. We had music 
books that we learned songs from that were part of our curriculum, and the 
school would also let you learn how to play an instrument, and they would 
provide the instrument for you. I took organ lessons in high school, and then 
somewhere in the middle of high school, I focused on piano because it was 
more practical. That’s pretty much where it’s been ever since.

Perryman: Did you have a piano in your home?
Pattin: Initially, it was my brother Leslie’s piano, and became mine when he 

joined the military.  Even though we did not own a home, my mother always 
ensured the piano went with us whenever we moved. I don’t care how many 
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sure that I had a piano to play. 

Even when the legs had come off, and there was nothing but the body of the 
piano, they still hiked it up those stairs, and it would just rest across the bed 
so I could hold it up. It was clear to my family that my interest in piano was 
profound, so they did everything to support me.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org

Perryman... continued from page 17

Fighting with Love 
is wonderfully illus-
trated but the story’s 
longer and much more 
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in the picture book sec-
tion for little kids, but 
older children are the 
right audience for it.  
For them, this is a great 
introduction to Lewis’s 
life, and to historical 
biographies in general.
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Through oral tradition, however, Franklin 
passed down even more information to descen-
dants about the route the family’s ancestors had 
taken to end up in Nova Scotia but, as Green 
would eventually learn, Franklin passed down 
considerably more to the male side of the line.

Green knew that Franklin’s son, her grand-
father, left Nova Scotia in the early 1900s for 
New York looking for a better life, eventually 
serving in the Army during World War I and 
fathered two sons who served in WWII. His 

Shirley Green... continued from page 5

youngest daughter, Sarah, Green’s mother, attended Wilberforce College and 
settled in Ohio.

As Green writes: “The bigger story, passed down only through male mem-
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came to America from Africa by way of Haiti, an enslaved man who even-
tually gained his freedom. Two of his descendants – two freeborn brothers 
with the last name of Frank – fought together in the “Black Regiment” from 
Rhode Island of the Continental army during the American Revolution. It 
was a story about a manly struggle for liberty and acts of freedom. It was a 
wonderful story that pulsed with pride in the past”

However, as Green herself would discover, this “bigger story” was not the 
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be a complete surprise.

Green was in class working on her doctorate in 2011 at the University of 
Toledo taking a course on African American history when Professor Nikki 
M. Taylor mentioned that Black migration to Nova Scotia was a result of 
�
#���#	�
	���	�������	������	���	@��
����
�	�
�	5����	������	���	����	
�	���	
Underground Railroad.

John William Franklin Sr, 
Green’s grandfather

Benjamin 
Franklin, WWII 

veteran

Green went back to her mother, who went back to her 
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story of two brothers who fought in the Continental Army. 
The mystery remained. How did part of the family end up 
in Nova Scotia … and when?

Green’s task, as she saw it, was to connect the two stories 
as she delved into her family background. She did that and 
more. She discovered how and why the family of the two 
Frank brothers ended up in both Rhode Island and Nove 
Scotia. She also managed to uncover ancestors that pre-
dated the Franklin brothers by almost a century.

First, Green delved into vital, census, marriage and mili-
tary records from Rhode Island data; she later found set-
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Frank brothers, William and Ben, were free men well be-
fore the American Revolution. 

Rufus Frank, a veteran of the French and Indian War, 
established a household in Rhode Island in the mid 1700s 
and was the father of William and Ben. William and Ben, 
carrying on the tradition, enlisted in the First Rhode Is-
land Regiment of the Continental army. Green was able 
to detail quite extensively how the First Rhode Island 
Regiment, and the Frank brothers, spent the Revolution-
ary War. 

The conditions were brutal in many ways. Underfed, 
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rienced a large number of desertions as soldiers left to 

John William 
Franklin, WWII 

veteran

return to their farms or to join the British side. The Rhode Island Regiment 
spent that brutal winter of 1777-78 in Valley Forge, the third and harshest 
of the eight winter encampments of the war. Of the 12,000 soldiers George 
Washington led into the encampment in December 1777, an estimated 1,700 
to 2,000 died from disease, probably exacerbated by malnutrition.

“The compiled service records housed at the National Archives and the 
military records at the Rhode Island State Archives and Rhode Island His-
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Franklins’ lineage,” writes Green.

William Frank served honorably for a total of six years and after the war 
returned to Rhode Island. Ben Frank, on the other hand, served for only three 
years … then deserted. 

Ben headed for British lines and after the war, left the United States, along 
with other British loyalists – soldiers and civilians, Black and white – and 
arrived in Nova Scotia.

Green’s discovery of the real story, “the uncomfortable part,” was not eas-
ily accepted by her family.
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make sure I was now getting the ‘real’ story.”

... continued on page 20
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Shirley Green

The real story, while it may have been uncomfortable, turned out to be 
fascinating, much more fascinating than it would have been if there had only 
been one branch on the family tree.

Green’s work was far from complete with that discovery, however. Her 
additional research into Rhode Island documents took her further back in 
time and unveiled an ancestor of Rufus Frank known as Frank Nigro who, 
by 1694, “had established himself on Providence, the hometown of Rufus 
Frank.” Frank Nigro would gain his freedom a few years later and the racial 
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a landowner who leveraged his property for money …” among other docu-
mented events. This industriousness, writes Green, set the example for the 
Frank men who would follow him.

Using oral tradition, exhaustive documentary research and genealogical 
science (DNA), Green has compiled her family’s history that is both com-
pellingly interesting and convincingly accurate. The two brothers’ – William 
and Ben Frank - divergent paths during the American Revolution and the 
Canadian side of the family’s re-entry to the States in the early 1900s – John 
William Franklin, Sr – present an almost unique tale for a Black family in 
this hemisphere. Only 10 percent of African American families can trace 
their roots to before the Civil War, according to data compiled by Harvard 
professor Henry Louis Gates (Finding Your Roots, season 1)

“In this book, I recount the lives of the Frank/Franklin families from the 
1750s until the 1830s. I show how Frank men used their military service to 
assert their manhood, gain standing in their community, and help to create 
free African American and African Canadian communities,” writes Green in 
the book’s introduction.

Green has more history to delve into. Next up is a look at the story of Al-
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will be working with the African American Police League to honor King by 
placing a marker at the tomb in Toledo where he and his wife, their three 
daughters, a sister in law and a “boarder” (whose identity is not quite certain 
yet) are buried.

In addition, she will be quite involved in the approaching ceremonies for 

Shirley Green... continued from page 19 America’s 250 anniversary in 2026 – 
the semiquincentennial. In the next 
few months she will be speaking to a 
group in the Hudson River Valley that 
is planning a series of activities.

Such events mean that in the future 
Green will undoubtedly be enlighten-
ing readers with so many more fasci-
nating lessons from history.

Lucas County 
Commissioners 
Commemorate Black 
History Month
The Truth Staff

The Lucas County Commissioners kicked off their commemoration of 
Black History Month by acknowledging and honoring the efforts of two lo-
cal groups to preserve local history.

Robert Smith of the African American Legacy Project and Washington 
Muhammad and Jodie Summers of the Community Solidarity Response Net-
work received resolutions from the commissioners thanking them for being 
“silent warriors of history and trying to keep Toledo’s history alive.”

“No one will be erased from history,” said Pete Gerken, president of the 
Board of Commissioners.

“We want an opportunity to share our culture and contribute to the eco-
nomic well-being of the community,” said Smith.

The African American Legay Project has memorialized the history and 
contributions of Toledo’s African American community and individuals dur-
ing the past 20 years.

The Community Solidarity Response Network is s group active in social 
and political causes to advance the well being of the African American com-
munity.

Jodie Summers, Commissioners Anita Lopez and Lisa Sobecki, Rashid 
Spencer, Washington Muhammad, Commissioner Pete Gerken

Wesley Harper, Com. Anita Lopez; Com. Lisa Sobecki, Robert Smith, Com. 
Pete Gerken, George Snelling, Deb and Rick Hogan from The Juice 107.3
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