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“Intelligence plus character — that is the goal 
of true education.”

“If we are not careful, our colleges will produce 
���������	�
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��������
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propagandists, consumed with immoral acts. 
Be careful, ‘brethren!’ Be careful, teachers!”

“True peace is not merely the absence of 
tension; it is the presence of justice.”

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he 
stands in moments of comfort and convenience, 
but where he stands at times of challenge and 
controversy.”

“We know through painful experience that 
freedom is never voluntarily given by the 
oppressor, it must be demanded by the 
oppressed.”

“Injustice anywhere is a threat to justice 
everywhere. We are caught in an inescapable 
network of mutuality, tied in a single garment of 
destiny. ‘Whatever affects one directly, affects all 
indirectly.”

“Out of the mountain of despair, a stone of hope.”

“Darkness cannot drive out darkness, only light 
can do that. Hate cannot drive out hate, only 
love can do that.”

“We have also come to this hallowed spot to 
����������
���	������
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���	������
This is no time to engage in the luxury of 
cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of 
����������������������������������������
promises of democracy.”

“I believe that unarmed truth and unconditional 
���������������������������������������������
why right, temporarily defeated, is stronger 
than evil triumphant.”

“The time is always right to do what is right.”

“Be a bush if you can’t be a tree. If you can’t 
be a highway, just be a trail. If you can’t be a 
sun, be a star. For it isn’t by size that you win 
or fail. Be the best of whatever you are.”

“For when people get caught up with that 
���
�����������������������������������
���
�
for it, there is no stopping point short of 
victory.”

�"#������������	�
���������������$������
really doesn’t matter with me now because 
I’ve been to the mountaintop... I’ve looked 
over and I’ve seen the promised land. I may 
not get there with you. But I want you to know 
tonight that we as a people will get to the 
promised land.”
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Understanding that every patient and Understanding that every patient and 
family is unique, our family is unique, our experienced team of  experienced team of  
experts provides specialized medical care experts provides specialized medical care 
as well as emotional and spiritual support as well as emotional and spiritual support 
����������	
��
����	�
����������������	��������������	
��
����	�
����������������	����
guidance are provided in the home, a nursing guidance are provided in the home, a nursing 
home, assisted living facility or one of  our home, assisted living facility or one of  our 
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As a community-based organization with As a community-based organization with 
more than 40 years of  experience, no one is more than 40 years of  experience, no one is 
ever turned away due to complexity of  care ever turned away due to complexity of  care 
��������������������������������������

hospicenwo.org  |  419-661-4001hospicenwo.org  |  419-661-4001
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The Twilight of American Democracy
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

“Due to the sensitive nature of this report, Lafe Tolliver is reporting, for 
safety reasons, from an undisclosed location in Toronto, Canada. Due to se-
curity concerns, his location will be changed every two weeks.”

Dateline: January 25, 2025. The highly contested presidential election is 
over, and Donald Trump assumed the title of President in a swearing in cer-
emony at Mar-A-Lago presided over by a smiling Justice Clarence Thomas, 
with the Bible held by his wife, Ginni Thomas.   

Only Fox News, Newsmax and OAN reporters were allowed into the brief 
ceremony. Jim Jordan, his surprise V.P. pick, read off the list of well-wishers 
which included telegrams from Kim Jung-un, Vladimir Putin and Xi Jinping, 
all expressing their hopes for a successful four-year term.

After a congratulatory meal of McDonald’s Big Macs, fries and shakes, 
President Trump and his chosen chief of staff, Stephen Miller, and his Secre-
tary of Homeland Security, Steven Bannon, got down to business.

ITEMS ON THE AGENDA FOR DAY ONE:
(1) An executive order terminating all entries into the US from the southern 

border until further notice.
(2) A repeal of Obamacare with a plan yet to be determined.
(3) An order to the Justice Department, now headed by Mark Meadows, 

to bring criminal charges against Joe Biden and his son, Hunter Biden, for 
“conduct unbecoming US citizens which can be deemed detrimental to the 
US government.”

(4) A four-year extension of the Tax Relief Act which will provide billions 
of tax credits for the nation’s richest one percenters.

(5) A “self-executing” presidential pardon for all the J6 “hostages”.
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(7) A cessation of military aide to Ukraine.
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(9) The US to reduce its payments to NATO by 70 percent, effective in 60 

days.
There were more “executive” orders issued on that fateful date, but my 

inside source was unable to stay in the same room as those decisions were 
being made due to her transmitter being blocked by unknown radio frequen-
cies and, so as not to blow her cover, she quietly left the White House before 
risking being accosted by Trump’s new personal security corps.

In cities across America, millions of Americans were in the streets protest-
ing these outrageous measures, but they were held in check by the federal-
ized national guard and all cell phone towers were blocked under the guise of 
being part of a national conspiracy to overthrow the government.

In both the House of Representatives and the US Senate, both chambers 
were deadlocked due to neither party having a majority by which the Demo-
crats could pass legislation protesting these draconian measures.

In the dead of the night of January 24, 2025, Chuck Shumer, Jamie Raskin, 
Governor Galvin Newsom, Kamala Harris and The Morning Joe host and his 

wife were ostensibly kidnapped by mem-
bers of the Oath Keepers but whose where-
abouts are still unknown.

The new head of the FCC, Marjorie Tay-
lor Greene, issued guidelines stating that 
ABC, NBC, CBS and CNN were to re-
evaluate their “biased” news coverage and 
allow for more diverse views of news re-
porting.

In order to continue to receive federal 
funding for education purposes, each state 
must submit to the Department of Educa-
tion, as headed by Rudy Giuliani, detailed 
reports regarding the elimination of refer-
ences to CRT, DEI, and “wokeness”, the failure of which would result in the 
elimination of federal funds to their state coffers.

As I report these alarming developments, I can only think of the polling 
that showed that young people and some minorities, for reasons unknown to 
the pollsters, were considering voting for Trump despite his known dangers 
and unstable mental condition.

But seemingly to no avail, enough voters believed that Biden’s age was a 
factor against him, and that Trump was good for the economy.

 When quizzed about the ninety-one felony charges against him and his 
known records for being a pathological liar and proven con, those voters 
shrugged it off as just, “being politics.”

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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Community Calendar
January 14
Glenwood Lutheran Chuch Hosts MLK Celebration: 4 pm; Keynote speaker State 
Sen. Paula Hicks-Hudson: 847-899-4829

January 15
United Day (Virtual) hosted by Alexis Means and presented by the Human 
Relations Commission and the University of Toledo.  
The event will be virtual from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and streamed on the City of 
Toledo’s Facebook page, BCAN, and the University of Toledo’s website and at the 
�������	
������������������	��	������������	����
���	�����	��	�������
��
�
performers.

LoSalem Baptist Church Annual MLK Celebration: 10 am; Guest speaker will be 
Pastor Marquisa Horton of the Corinth Baptist Church; Following the service, there 
will be a symbolic march around Savage Park, (weather permitting), and free lunch 
given at the MLK Kitchen for the Poor.

January 25
Wayman Palmer YMCA Vision Board Workshop: 5:30 to 7 pm; 1) Create a vision; 
2) Develop a visual representation of goals; 3) Receive clarity & tools to stay ac-
countable.
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Claudine Gay, PhD

The Eminent Danger Facing All of Black 
America
By Stacy M. Brown

News Analysis
One of the most in-your-face and undeniable moments that shows the di-

rection most Republicans and so-called conservatives are attempting to take 
America is the utter witch hunt meant to destroy Claudine Gay, who is now the 
former president of Harvard. Make no mistake about it; it was a witch hunt.

A Black woman leading one of the most prominent educational institutions 
in the United States of America? The powers-that-be couldn’t stand too long 
for that. A Black man, in their racist eyes, desecrating the White House and 
having the audacity to place his name on the very health care that has rescued 
countless people from complete and utter misery and even death, including the 
majority of White people, is, in their view, as repugnant as anyone else.

With racist conservatives repeatedly trying to repeal Obamacare, we are re-
minded of a scene from the popular sitcom “The Jeffersons,” which aired in 
the 1970s. In the scene, George saves the life of a member of the Ku Klux 
Klan. When the racist realized that it was a Black man who had performed the 
lifesaving act, with bitter and resentful eyes, he declared, “You should have let 
me die.”

They’d rather White people die than choose a life-saving health plan under 
the Affordable Care Act.

- ADVERTISEMENT -
While President Biden continues to trail in popular polls and hopes that the 

MAGA movement will help make America realize its mistakes, Black Ameri-
ca must remember that it is not Biden or the people who look like him whose 
lives and livelihoods are in jeopardy. Black Americans have everything to lose, 
and African Americans can’t help but feel they’re losing.

Who has pretended not to know the true meaning of Make America Great 

Again? It implies that Claudine Gay must know her 
place. It means that George Floyd deserved a knee 
in his neck, though they’d just assumed the police 
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no say over anything, including and especially their 
own bodies.
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will—when the African American is out of line.

An event that took place in 2020—and no, it had 
nothing to do with George Floyd—highlighted all 
of this. The video is infuriating. A Black woman 
8�������
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��	�
������
�=�������
a police cruiser in Aurora, Colorado, for more than 20 minutes.

It becomes more abhorrent when, as she desperately calls out that she can’t 
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“master.” The bodycam footage of Shataeah Kelly was released a few months 
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his termination because, after all, the Black woman who called him master was 
just a slave.

A brand-new board game honoring the riot at the US Capitol on January 6, 
2021, which started New Year’s weekend, once again highlights the brazen-
ness of White supremacy. On the third anniversary of the Capitol attack, a 
game called “Storm the Capitol—TrueAnon Edition” hit stores.

To win the game, you need to collect 100 ballots and reach the last room, 
where Trump awaits players. He plans to use a helicopter to change the 2020 
election results in his favor “or ratify the real results of the 2020 election,” so 
he can claim victory.

Consider also that, over the last three years, 18 states have adopted laws 
restricting what teachers can say about race and the U.S. history of race rela-
tions. White fear of losing power has jeopardized not just democracy but also 
the plight of African Americans.
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cans as criminals, demanded a ban on Muslims, and dubbed Charlottesville 
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Trump displayed no remorse for the deadly violence he incited during the 
Capitol riots on January 6, 2021. Impeached twice during his presidency, 
Trump’s been indicted four times, bragged about sexual assault, and a judge 
ruled he committed massive business fraud. All of this has left the Black com-
munity uneasy as the political situation changes, causing concern for both or-
	����$��
���
���	�������
�������
��

The potential return of Trump and his administration’s policies may worry 
many African Americans. However, people are starting to consider a wider 
range of perspectives. Many Black citizens have concerns about Trump’s 
promise of authoritarian rule, fearing a loss of more civil liberties and an up-

...continued on page 6
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...continued on page 6

Erin Baker, Chair of the City of Toledo 
Human Relations Commission

City and UToledo to Host MLK Day Celebrations
By Dawn Scotland

The Truth Reporter

The City of Toledo held a press conference on January 4 to announce 
this year’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day celebrations. The events, which 
will span four days this year from January 12- Jan 15, will feature thought 
provoking and impactful events, keynote speakers and engaging commu-
nity activities. During the announcement, Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz 
presented Toledo native and fashion designer Darryl Brown, founder and 
creative director of Midwest Kids Inc. and Darryl Brown LLC a Key to 
the City of Toledo. 

The City of Toledo, University of Toledo, and Human Relations Com-
mission of Toledo are collaborating this year to bring the 2024 MLK Ex-
perience and Unity Day Celebration Programming. This celebration will 
be the 23rd annual Unity Day. The theme this year is “I AM the Dream.”

The press conference Thursday featured Mayor Kapszukiewicz; Dr. 
Gregory Postel, University of Toledo president; Erin Baker, Chair, Hu-
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of Diversity, Equity and Inclusion. Mayor Kapszukiewicz presented the 
Key to the City to Toledo native and 2004 Rogers High School graduate 
Brown in recognition for his outstanding achievements in the fashion and 
entertainment industries. Brown will also be a featured speaker for the 
upcoming event.

The 2024 MLK Weekend Experience programs: 
Friday January 12, 2024 – Kick-off Open Mic at Poetry Night at 

Lucille’s Jazz Lounge 
The theme is Celebrating 50 Years of Hip Hop. The doors open at 7:15 

p.m. and performances will begin at 8 p.m. Tickets are available in the 
range of $10 to $32, providing an opportunity for everyone to participate 
in the celebration of poetry and spoken word. It promises to be a night 
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end dedicated to honoring Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s legacy.

Saturday, January 13, 2024 – The Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, 
Inc.’s 32nd Annual MLK Scholarship Breakfast. 

Join the community in commemorating the achievements of our Col-
lege Scholarship Awardees in an event dedicated to fostering education 
and community support. Attendees are encouraged to get their tickets 
early because space will be limited.

Sunday, January 14, 2024 – Rest, Rejoice, and Restoration
This a day for Rest, Rejoicing, and Restoration at the place of your 

choosing.
Monday, January 15, 2024 – MLK Unity Day (Virtual) hosted by 

Alexis Means and presented by the Human Relations Commission 
and the University of Toledo.  

The event will be virtual from 10:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. and streamed 
on the City of Toledo’s Facebook page, BCAN, and the University of 
Toledo’s website and at the Human Relations Commission page featuring 
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independent journalist, producer, and scholar activist, will highlight the 

event. Born and raised in the Bronx, 
NY, Clemente is renowned for her 
activism and advocacy in the Black-
[����`� ��������$�� �
� ��� �
� �����
Afro-Latina woman to run for vice 
president in 2008.

In addition, the discussion on “I 
AM the Dream” promises to be a 
������'� ���������� �
=
������ ��	�
engagement at the Unity Day Cel-
ebration.

Other speakers include:
• Dr. Gregory Postel, President of 

the University of Toledo
• Mayor Wade Kapzukiewicz
• Rep. Marcy Kaptur
• Sen. Sherrod Brown

Malaika Bell, Director of The University 
����������	
���������������������

and Inclusion

Mayor Kapszukiewicz and Darryl 
Brown

• Gabrielle Mukiira, Kid Mayor
��&�������}
��'����
�����~�Q��Z���
�������
����$'������$���	�/��������
• Erin Baker, Chair of the City of Toledo Human Relations Commission
Special Performances by:
• Alexis Means + Toledo Opera
• Hip Hop Poetry Cypher
• JP Dynasty
• Tahyah Dance Studio
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State Bank GIVES (Gathering Individuals to Volunteer, Empower and Serve) is a 
Volunteer program created to provide local nonprofit organizations access to  
State Bank employees who volunteer their time to make a difference in the  
lives of the people and communities where we live, work, and play. 

Request volunteers at YourStateBank.com/GIVES

State Bank GIVES

“Everybody can be great…because  
  anyone can serve.” – Martin Luther King, Jr.

Honoring
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108
Toledo, OH 43604

YourStateBank.com

NMLS 403044 
Loans Subject to credit approval. 
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Black America...continued from page 4

Congressman Clyburn

President Biden’s Lasting Legacy
By Assistant House of Representatives Democratic Leader James E. Clyburn

Special to The Truth

Much ink has been spilled about what President Biden hasn’t done with 
little regard for the successes that would secure any previous adminis-
tration’s legacy as being the most productive since President Lyndon B. 
Johnson’s Great Society. This administration has secured $132 billion in 
student loan debt relief for 3.6 million borrowers, including $53.5 billion 
for public servants and nearly $12 billion for borrowers with disabilities. 
However, the prevailing narrative centers on the Republicans-led rejection 
of his targeted student debt relief plan that was upheld by a right-leaning 
U.S. Supreme Court.

I’ve heard rumblings that this president has failed the Black community 
when, in fact, he has invested over $7 billion in HBCUs in 3 short years, 
produced the lowest Black unemployment rate on record, and begun the 
earnest work of closing the digital divide for Black families by making 
broadband accessible and affordable. 
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percent — down two-thirds from its peak; that consumers are paying less 
for essentials such as milk, eggs, and other appliances; and the median gas 
price has fallen below $3.00. With wages higher than before the pandemic 
and the creation of 14.1 million jobs, can anyone honestly argue with Pres-
ident Biden’s record?

Despite this incredible record, what will arguably become President 
Biden’s greatest and most lasting achievements was reached this month 
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for lifetime appointments on the federal bench. This number includes well 
over 100 women, more Black female appellate judges than all former 
presidents combined, and roughly 60 percent being women of color. This 
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Navajo federal judge.

It’s hard to overstate the importance of this milestone. 
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extremism and penchant for vitriol. Trump’s appointed judges are wreaking 
havoc today, as evidenced by this summer’s U.S. Supreme Court overturn-

���� ��� ���������
� ��-
tion and Roe v. Wade. 

We should all take 
pride in the fact that 
under President Biden, 
the daughter of two 
public school teachers 
can ascend to the high-
est court of the land 
��	� ���� �� ������
�
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ation Chicago native 
can make history as the 
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the federal bench. It’s 
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process made possible 
another glass-breaking 
moment: this month, 
Vice President Har-
ris set the record for 
breaking the most ties 
in the Senate by a vice 
president. The record was previously held by John C. Calhoun, a staunch 
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great country at the behest of Joe Biden, has set a new standard and brought 
us into the 21st century?

This is what this country is all about: moving the needle closer toward 
justice at every possible turn. With President Biden’s legislative successes, 
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dation for a more secure, stable and successful future for our children and 
grandchildren. 

But foundations are worth little without a complete structure. When un-
dergirded by the decisions his judicial nominees are capable of rendering, 
President Biden is framing structures that will ensure that “the greatness 
��� ���� ������$� 8���� %
� ���
���%�
� ��	� �����	�%�
� ���� ������
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generations to come.

tick in racial tensions.
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crowd should stem from the realization that, historically, racism has spared no 
one.
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showing the power that Trump and his supporters aim to have. The wealth and 
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like after the Civil War, seized all they could from Black people and will un-
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in their favor, with laws being written and other protections struck down.

If you’re not yet awake, you may as well keep sleeping because the freedoms 
that you now enjoy might end a year from now when Trump is sworn in.

Stacy M. Brown is the NNPA Newswire senior national correspondent

• Friendship/UT Choir
• My5tery Music Band
• Nikki D and The Browns
For more information or to buy tickets visit: toledo.oh.gov/mlk
&��	�$'� ������$� �#'� �
� ���
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from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. as a gathering place to celebrate the life and legacy 
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free programs and artwork that celebrate Black artists and culture includ-
ing Silent Hip Hop to celebrate the MLK Experience.

MLK Day Celebrations...continued from page 5
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Don’t drop the ball.
The deadline to license  
your dog is January 31.

1. Downtown Library 
325 Michigan St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
(419) 259-5200

2. Birmingham Library 
203 Paine Ave 
Toledo, OH 43605 
(419) 259-5210

3. Heatherdowns Library 
3265 Glanzman Rd 
Toledo, OH 43614 
(419) 259-5270

4. Holland Library 
1032 S McCord Rd 
Holland, OH 43528 
(419) 259-5270

5. Kent Library 
3101 Collingwood Blvd 
Toledo, OH 43610 
(419) 259-5340

6. King Road Library 
3900 King Rd 
Toledo, OH 43617 
(419) 249-5390

7. Lagrange Library 
3422 Lagrange St 
Toledo, OH 43608 
(419) 259-5280

8. Locke Library 
703 Miami St. 
Toledo, OH 43605 
(419) 259-5310

9. Maumee Library 
501 River Rd 
Maumee OH 43537 
(419) 259-5360

10. Mott Library 
1010 Dorr St 
Toledo, OH 43607 
(419) 259-5230

11. Oregon Library 
3340 Dustin Rd 
Oregon, OH 43616 
(419) 259-5250

12. Point Place Library 
2727 117th St 
Toledo, OH 43611 
(419) 259-5390

13. Reynolds Corner Library 
4833 Dorr St 
Toledo, OH 43615 
(419) 259-5320

14. Sanger Branch Library 
3030 W Central Ave 
Toledo, OH 43606 
(419) 259-5370

15. South Library 
1736 Broadway St 
Toledo, OH 43609 
(419) 259-5395

16. Sylvania Library 
6749 Monroe St 
Sylvania, OH 43560 
(419) 822-2089

17. Toledo Heights Library 
423 Shasta Dr 
Toledo, OH 43609 
(419) 259-5220

18. Washington Library 
5560 Harvest Ln 
Toledo, OH 43623 
(419) 259-5330

19. Waterville Library 
800 Michigan Ave 
Waterville, OH 43566 
(419) 878-3055

20. West Toledo Library 
1320 Sylvania Ave 
Toledo, OH 43612 
(419) 259-5290

21. Gladieux Do-It Best 
5120 Navarre Ave 
Oregon, OH 43616 
(419) 693-0601

1 year: $25     3 year: $75    Permanent: $250 
 

Register online, by mail, or in person 
co.lucas.oh.us/dogtags

22. Heatherdowns License Bur. 
4460 Heatherdowns Blvd 
Toledo, OH 43614 
(419) 381-1109

23. Marketplace West License Bur. 
3606 W Sylvania Ave 
Toledo, OH 43623 
(419) 698-4100

24. Oregon License Bureau 
3018 Navarre Ave 
Oregon, OH 43616 
(419) 698-4100

25. Sylvania License Bureau 
4900 N McCord Rd 
Sylvania, OH 43560 
(419) 885-0201

26. Lucas County Auditor 
1 Government Center, Ste 670 
Toledo, OH 43604 
(419) 213-4406

27. L.C. Canine Care & Control 
410 S Erie St 
Toledo, OH 43604 
(419) 213-2800

Anita Lopez, Lucas County Auditor
419-213-4406
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John Harris

John Harris: Crafting Hopeful Narratives in 
the Tapestry of Sports and Culture
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

In the realm where sports and culture intertwine, John Harris has stood as 
a beacon of insight for four decades. A seasoned journalist, Harris embarked 
on a remarkable journey, using his unique perspective to shine a light on the 
nuances of sports, race, and society. 

“My journey started out with me just wanting to write for the newspaper,” 
shares Harris. “I was given the opportunity in 1980 to work at the Lexington 
Herald Leader newspaper in Kentucky. They had an opening for a sports-
writer and the rest is history.”

Harris’ bylines have graced prominent publications such as the Pittsburgh 
Tribune-Review, Philadelphia Inquirer, Toledo Blade, and Tampa Bay 
Times. His recent work, encapsulated in the book Tomlin: The Soul of a 
Football Coach, unveils the layered narrative of Pittsburgh Steelers’ head 
coach, Mike Tomlin, and underscores Harris’ ability to weave hope through 
the fabric of American football.

John Harris is a crucial voice in the realm of sports and culture. As a Black 
man weaving narratives within the sports landscape, Harris brings a pro-
����	� ����������
� ��� ��� 8����� \��� ������
�� �
��
� ��� %��� �� ������� ��	� ��
�������'��
=
�������
���������
�	$�������������
'�����������$'���	��
���$�
within the world of athletics.

In his exploration of topics such as ������� 	
���������� ������� ��-
portunity at small conference schools,” Harris dismantles stereotypes 
and sheds light on the evolving landscape of diversity in football. His work 
transcends the scoreboards, delving into the transformative power of sports 
to provide opportunities and ignite explosive growth for diverse athletes in 
often-overlooked arenas.

Harris’s commitment to am-
plifying stories that often go 
unheard is evident in his piece, 
“Pro Football Hall of Fame 
inductee Edgerrin James’ 
roots and legacy tied to HB-
CUs.” By exploring the con-
nections between a football leg-
end’s journey and Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities 
(HBCUs), Harris not only cel-
ebrates achievements but also 
highlights the vital role these 
institutions play in shaping the 
narrative of Black athletes.

“Looking back, my time at 
The Toledo Blade from 1998-2006 really helped me to expand my talents 
and to write about sports from a black man’s perspective,” says Harris.

}
$��	� �
����$�����
�	'�\�����Q��������
��
`�
�	�� ����� �
�������� ������
�
realm, as seen in ������������������� ��� �������������������������
voter suppression.” \
�
'�
�������
���
����
��
������������������	�������
engagement, emphasizing the role of athletes and institutions in combating 
���������������
�'���
�������$��
��������������
������������������������������$�

In uncovering the story of Moses Fleetwood Walker'� �
� �������������
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John Harris... continued from page 8

...continued on page 10

American to play pro baseball, six decades before Jackie Robinson, Harris 
becomes a storyteller of historical milestones. By resurrecting narratives of-
�
�������
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John Harris’ journalism isn’t just about reporting scores though; it’s a testa-
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landscape of American life.
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sence resonates beyond the game.
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biography paralleled Harris’ commitment to unveil the man behind the icon-
ic sunglasses and motivator persona.
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fully capture the essence of Mike Tomlin, illuminating his character and 
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John and Yulanda McCarty Harris

Thro������8���'�
�
champions the idea that 
football is not just a 
game; it’s a microcosm 
of American society, a 
����
� 8
�
� ��������
��
of triumph and struggle 
play out, echoing the 
broader lessons of life.

As a Black journalist, 
Harris not only covers 
sports but has become a 
storyteller of the human 
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tions on Mike Tomlin’s 
journey echo themes of 
resilience and the pur-
suit of greatness against 
the backdrop of race 
��	�
`�
����������/�����

���8
�
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representation are para-
�����'� \�����Q� 8����

transcends the sports pages, 
providing a lens through 
8��� �
�	
��� ���� ��	
�-
stand the complexities of 
leadership, motivation, and 
triumph on a more personal 
level.

Harris’ exploration of Tom-
lin’s coaching philosophy re-
veals not only strategic bril-
liance but also the profound 
��=�
��
� ��� �
��
�
��������
has on both player and fans 
alike. “Tomlin is the same 
8
�� �
� �
��� ���$�� ��
���
��	� 8
�� �
$� ���$� %�	�$��
He is consistent, everyday 
focused on getting better in-
dividually and collectively; 
���� ������
�	�����
�_����
��
Harris.

Through his meticulous re-
�
������	����
���
8�'�����
�
book Harris unveils Tomlin’s motivations, delving into the psyche of a coach 
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you lose the locker room, as they say, you lose the team. After 17 years he 
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As a Black journalist, Harris brings a perspective that enriches the narra-
tive, offering readers a nuanced understanding of the challenges and triumphs 
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Open for  wellness
OPEN FOR YOU

Whether you need preventive and  
wellness care or help managing a complex  
health condition, The University of  
Toledo Medical Center’s internal  
medicine providers are the healthcare 
leaders you want on your team.

utmc.utoledo.edu
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... continued on page 11

faced by Black coaches and players in a predominantly white industry. 
2023 was a very interesting start to the football season because the Steal-

ers struggled. Critics in the media wondered if Tomlin’s coaching had run 
its course in Pittsburgh. “The deciding factor is always how the team re-
sponds,” adds Harris.

“When the team was at its lowest this season, the Steelers still played their 
best. Fans agree that had Tomlin lost his team, he would not have gotten this 
stellar performance from his players.”

Harris has become a storyteller who illuminates the paths less traveled. 
His coverage of Tomlin’s challenges, victories, and the delicate dance be-
tween players and coaches paints a portrait of a sport that extends beyond 
�
��
�	'�����$�����
�8
�����������
����
`�
�����������	����������	$�������

All are welcomed to join John Harris for an engaging evening at his up-

John Harris... continued from page 9

Mike Tomlin

coming Q&A book event, proudly spon-
sored by the Lucas County Library and 
the Toledo Blade. Mark your calendars 
for Tuesday, January 16, at 7 pm, host-
ed at the vibrant downtown main library 
located at 325 Michigan Street, Toledo, 
Ohio 43604. Don’t miss the chance to 
meet this distinguished author in an en-
riching discussion about his work.
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his journey becomes a testament to the 
power of storytelling, the resilience of in-
	���	����'���	��
��������������
����
�������������%�����������������
=
������
the soul of a nation. “There’s no secret to success as a writer. I simply fol-
lowed my impulses and my dreams,” shares the author.

Through his lens, Harris invites readers to contemplate not just the game, 
but the people who shape it and, in turn, are shaped by it – a powerful narra-
tive that transcends sports and resonates as a hopeful American story.

Follow John Harris @ andscape.com/contributors/john-harris

Blue Gill Fishing Club Members Donate to 
Boys and Girls Clubs
The Truth Staff

As always, the generosity of the members of the Blue Gill 
Fishing Club has impacted yet another organization that works 
to better residents of the inner city.

On Saturday, January 6, the Blue Gill Fishing Club donated 
$500 to the Toledo Boys and Girls Clubs and accepting on part 
of the Club was Billy Mann, director of Development for the 
Toledo area clubs.

“The Blue Gill Fishing Club is about the inner city helping 
out the inner city and taking care of youth,” said John Chapman, 
president of the club. “We don’t want the youth entangled with 
drugs and gangs. We want to try and put them on the right path 
so they don’t wind up in prison – we want to have them have an 
outlook in life that they can move forward. We don’t want them 
penalized for the rest of their lives for a dumb thing they did early.”
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grade to high school seniors including: after school programs, job 
��������'����
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�����������'�����
�������������-

Blue Gill Fishing Club Members present 
check to Boys and Girls Clubs representa-
tive. Standing (l. to r.): Nate Greene, Thom-
as Walker, Johnnie Walker, Donnie Forrest, 
John Chapman, Gene Davis. Seated: Perry 

Helms, Billly Mann, L A Frost

Billy Mann explains the workings of the Boys 
and Girls Clubs as Nate Green and John 

Chapman look on

tunities, among others.
The local clubs typically worked with 
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Dr. Gore is the president and founder of Mays and Associates, Ltd., a global 
consulting company working with individuals and organizations for customized 
solutions in leadership development, strategic planning, and culture building. 

Dr. Gore has more than 25 years of experience and is a teacher, trainer 
and coach for individuals, small and large public and private organizations 
including those in higher education, K-12, health care facilities, and national 
member organizations. She hosts PinLeader™, a podcast available in 175 
countries.

Her clients have included a wide variety of organizations and businesses 
including international engineering firms, law firms, medical colleges and 
hospitals, school systems, public-serving county agencies, non-profit volunteer 
organizations, and professional athletic leadership organizations.  

This event is free of charge and is open to all. Students may be eligible for class 
credits, per instructor’s discretion. 

For more information or to R.S.V.P., contact Sister Barb Vano at bvano@
lourdes.edu or 419-824-3861.

REMEMBERING REV. DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.
Lunch and Learn Seminar 

with Dr. Shanda Gore

Creating Civil 
Conversations
11:30 AM – 1:00 PM 
Tuesday, January 16
Franciscan Center 
Commons
Light lunch provided (while supplies last)

Co-sponsored by Sylvania Franciscan Connections 
and the Lourdes University Diversity, Equity 

and Inclusion Committee.
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

Blue Gill Fishing Club... continued from page 10

Exciting Opportunity for Fourth Graders 
to Become Toledo’s Next Kid Mayor or Kid 
Council Member

Attention all fourth graders in Toledo Public Schools and Washington Lo-
cal Schools. We are looking for thirteen lucky fourth graders who will have 
the unique opportunity to serve a one-year term as Kid Mayor or Kid Council 
members.

Do you want to:
  *   Learn about Local Government: Kid Mayor and Kid Council meet with 
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representatives.

  *   Present Ideas: Kid Mayor and Kid Council are encouraged to share 
their ideas on how to improve the community. They may have the opportu-
nity to present their proposals or projects during special events or meetings.

  *   Get Involved: Kid Mayor and Kid Council participate in community 
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  *   Represent Your Peers: Kid Mayor and Kid Council serve as representa-

tives of their fellow students.
  *   Attend Special Events: Kid Mayor and Kid Council attend special 
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and civic life.

How to Apply:
All fourth graders within Toledo Public Schools and Washington Local 

Schools are eligible to participate. Interested students can obtain more infor-
mation and applications from their teachers or principals. Applications will 
be accepted from January 8 to January 22.
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loney at caryn.maloney@toledo.oh.gov

Six Things HBCU Students Can Do Now to 
Build Financial Health
Special to The Truth
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yet many students often come to this realization late. There are steps you can 
take now to give yourself an advantage as you continue the 2023-24 school 
year.
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1. Set a realistic budget.
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advance how you should spend your money – and help discourage negative 
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2. Commit to a monthly savings goal.
• This is a habit that’s never too early to start! Setting a monthly savings 
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loom overhead – is a crucial best practice.

3. Monitor spending.
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unpleasant surprises.
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that provides insights into spending patterns and delivers prompts to save.

5. Know your credit score.
• Your credit score plays a critical role in your ability to get a loan or credit 
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• Request a free copy of your credit report from each of three major credit 
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AnnualCreditReport.com or call toll-free 1-877-322-8228.
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“One of the key things I tell young people is ‘practice makes permanent’ 
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to feed neighborhood 
youth and to assist 
community action or-
ganizations in their 
missions.
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In the Gap Between January 6 and MLK 
Day, Once Forbidden History Offers Hope
By Ben Jealous

Special to The Truth

Even Ron DeSantis had to admit, when pressed 
at a CNN townhall, January 6 was a bad day for 
America.

Invariably, following this past week’s anniver-
sary of the insurrection, we’re forced to ask our-
selves: Will we ever be able to pull this country 
back together again?
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deep.

For the answer to that big, terrible question, I 
turn to the history books. And to the history of 
our country that was long kept out of those books.

In the wake of the Civil War, America was still a tinder keg. In 1867, 
two years after the Civil War had ended and nine years before another 
almost erupted, Frederick Douglass laid out the argument for why, as 
Americans, we should remain optimistic about our future and our ability 
to come together.

In “Our Composite Nation,” Douglass explained, a nation’s character 
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ter (at our best), our geography, and our already diverse population “all 
conspire to one grand end” … to make us the most “perfect national il-
lustration of the unity and dignity of the human family, that the world has 
ever seen.” 

It seemed a tall order in those tough times, as it does now. And yet 
close to 15 years after he gave that speech, a new movement erupted 
in Petersburg, Virginia that swept across the old Commonwealth uniting 
freedmen and former Confederate soldiers in a shared quest to save the 
public schools.

The Readjusters Party emerged amid an attempt by the old plantation 
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Compromise.

The Compromise – which both prevented the possible outbreak of a 
second civil war and unleashed the terror of the Ku Klux Klan – resolved 
a bitter dispute over the election of 1876 and re-enfranchised former 
Confederates.

With the Confederates’ votes restored, the old oligarchs presumed their 
political power was assured. But they made a fatal mistake. They tried 
to dissolve the free public schools created by Black-led Reconstruction 
governments, claiming war debt made them unaffordable.

With the Readjusters offering a haven, working-class white former 
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fend their children’s schools. At the same time, sparked by both President 
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cern over public schools, my grandmother’s grandfather, Edward David 
Bland led an exodus of Blacks from the Republican Party to join them.

The math of democracy necessitated that if they were going to save 
their children’s schools, they would have to join up with the white parents 
who shared their same fears.

The new Readjusters Party quickly took over the state and won the gov-
ernorship, control of both houses of the legislature, and would appoint 
both US senators (state legislators still appointed US Senators back then).

In four years, the Readjusters succeeded in saving the free public 
schools. They radically expanded Virginia Tech to make the college the 
working white person’s answer to the patrician University of Virginia, 
and aided the creation of what is now called Virginia State University 
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abolished the poll tax and the public whipping post, and even pushed the 
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ia, the Readjusters would be swept out of power by a political movement 
built on disinformation, ruthless violence, and a call to white supremacy. 
The new political regime of Jim Crow then took steps to ensure that the 
history of the Readjusters would never make it into the lessons taught 
to Virginia school children. Jim Crow politicians knew how much of a 
threat that example was to their power structure, built on lies and hate.
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ica’s destiny, and the Readjusters’ courage in pursuing it, is a reminder 
that the people of our country were always more resilient and greater than 
most politicians were ever willing to bet on.

It also begs the question: If they could unite then in the interest of all 
their children, what is actually keeping us from uniting now in the inter-
est of all of ours? 

Ben Jealous is the Executive Director of the Sierra Club and a Profes-
sor of Practice at the University of Pennsylvania.
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Who Got Game Basketball author 
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Who Got Game? Basketball by Derrick 
Barnes, illustrated by Jez Tuya
Special to The Truth

A little less than two feet.

That’s how far you can get your two feet off the 
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�Who Got Game? Basketball by Derrick 
Barnes, illustrated by Jez Tuya.
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HQS/INSPIRE INSPECTION 

SERVICES
RFP23-R014

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive proposals for HQS/INSPIRE Inspec-
tion Services in accordance with RFP23-
R014. Received in accordance with law 
until January 19, 2024 at 3:00 PM EST.  
For documents:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 
Jackson Street., Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-
259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are re-
quired to meet Affirmative Action and Equal 
Employment Opportunity requirements as 
described in Executive Order #11246. This 
contract opportunity is a Section 3 Covered 
Contract, and any Section 3 Business Con-
cerns are encouraged to apply.                       

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
HQS/INSPIRE MAINTENANCE 

SERVICES
RFP23-R015 – RFP23-R020

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will re-
ceive proposals for HQS/INSPIRE Main-
tenance Services in accordance with 
RFP23-R015 – RFP23-R020. Received in 
accordance with law until January 19, 2024 
at 3:00 PM EST.  For documents:  www.lu-
casmha.org; 424 Jackson Street., Toledo, 
OH 43604; or 419-259-9438 (TRS: Dial 711).  
Bidders are required to meet Affirmative Ac-
tion and Equal Employment Opportunity re-
quirements as described in Executive Order 
#11246. This contract opportunity is a Sec-
tion 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 
Business Concerns are encouraged to apply.                          

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES

Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH), located 
in Toledo, Ohio is seeking experienced ap-
plicants for the following position(s): LHSC 
Director. For complete details, visit https://
www.lucasmha.org and click on Careers. 
Deadline: 12/29/23. This is a Section 3 cov-
ered position. HUD recipients are encouraged 
to apply and are to indicate on the applica-
tion if you are a LMHA Public Housing client 
or Housing Choice Voucher Program partici-
pant. Persons with disabilities are encour-
aged to apply. NO PHONE CALLS. Equal 
employment opportunity shall be afforded to 
all qualified persons without regard to age, 
race, color, religion, religious creed, gender, 
military status, ancestry, disability, handicap, 
sexual orientation, genetic information or na-
tional origin.
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Do you like working in a friendly team-oriented environment? Look no further! Come join the 
Gross Electric team as a Warehouse Associate.
Our Warehouse Associates are responsible for accurately filling orders, stocking merchandise, 
ensuring inventory is correct, and supporting the sales team by delivering orders in a helpful, 
friendly manner. May need to make deliveries to area businesses. 
The ideal candidate should have excellent communication and problem-solving skills. Attention 
to detail is critical for this role.
Job requirements include, High School diploma or GED, basic computer skills, ability to lift 
�������	
�������
�
����������	���
Visit our website, www.grosselectric.com to apply or send your resume to careers@grosselec-
tric.com.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
LUCAS COUNTY CANINE CARE & CONTROL (LC4)

Rudolph Libbe will receive proposals for Bid Package #5 on the LC4 project, a 42,000sf single-
story canine welfare facility, located at 1301 Monroe Street, Toledo, OH.
Bids are due January 19, 2024 at 3:00 pm.
Documents and additional information is available upon request from BuildingConnected.com
This project has MBE/WBE requirements.
For more information on this project, please contact Andy Wren at 419-725-3291.                    

OUTDOOR SKILLS INTERPRETER:

Metroparks Toledo is looking for an individual to be our Outdoor Skills Interpreter at Oak Open-
ings Preserve Metropark. The person in this position will connect people to parks through the 
development, production, and presentation of high quality park programs, special events, and 
������	������������ ���
���������������	�������	����	�����
������	��	
�����������	����
Moderate experience in educational and public program development, production, and evalu-
ation and presenting public or educational programs. Some outdoor skills-specific experience 
�����
�������������������"$�%������������	
������������
�
��� �������	����&����������������	�
with benefits. $19.943/hr. EOE

Go to www.MetroparksToledo.com<http://www.MetroparksToledo.com>/careers to view the job 
description, position requirements and apply online.                   

FACILITY OPERATOR:

Metroparks Toledo is looking for a Facility Operator for Glass City Metropark. The person in this 
position will perform a variety of housekeeping, janitorial and basic maintenance. HS diploma 
�� ��������	�� �����
� ��� ����� ��� �� ����
� 
��� ��� ����	���� *���� ������	��� �	� +�	������� �	
�
minor building maintenance is preferred. Full time position with benefits. EOE

Go to www.MetroparkToledo.com/careers to view the entire job description and to apply.             
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Governor DeWine.. continued from page 16

The museum preserves and showcases 19th-century cultural artifacts that 
tell the story of Appalachian diversity. Tablertown was founded circa 1830 by 
Michael Tabler, the son of a slave owner, and his wife, Hannah, who had been 
enslaved on the plantation of Michael’s father. A descendant of Michael and 
Hannah, David Butcher founded the Tablertown People of Color Museum in 
2003 to recognize and honor the challenges his family experienced and over-
came.

Years before the museum opened, Butcher had a vision for building unity 
in the community and birthing social change in his family’s rural hometowns 
through meaningful conversations about race and lineage. His community ser-
vice has included being a board member for the Southeast Ohio History Cen-
ter, Central Region Humanities Center, and Rural Action. He also served as the 
board president for the Kilvert Community Center. In addition, Butcher has a 
200-mile roundtrip daily commute to Haverhill, Ohio, where he has worked 
for the past 18 years as a utility worker for SunCoke Energy.

Butcher’s nominator said, “His long-term commitment for taking a nonvio-
lent approach to advancing equity among diverse populations is admirable, 
all while working full time, raising four accomplished children, and being a 
phenomenal husband, exceptional son, and pillar of support to several other 
family members, friends, local residents, and professionals.”

Over the past two decades, Mr. Butcher has collaborated with numerous 
community organizations and partners to secure and sustain the future of Kil-
vert and the Tablertown People of Color Museum.

“I am in awe that his events in Kilvert and surrounding areas have drawn 
thousands of visitors from across the region and beyond. In fact, as a guest 
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ever exhibit, “People of Color: A Multicultural Role in History”, displayed in 
March of 2003, drew the largest crowd of any exhibit ever presented in the 
Kennedy Museum of Art. Several other events hosted by Mr. Butcher through-
out the years have been equally popular, including lectures, private and group 
tours, and events involving local collaborators and partners,” said his nomina-
tor.

Youth: Capturing the Vision of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Award –
Emmanuela Francique, Columbus

“The Youth Award recognizes young Ohioans who exemplify leadership, 
nonviolence, commitment to excellence, and interracial cooperation. Nomi-
nees must have demonstrated an adherence to one or more of Dr. King’s Six 
Principles of Nonviolence and must have been 20 or younger on Nov. 30.”

Emmanuela Francique, 17, is a senior at Columbus Alternative High School 
who is involved in several volunteer activities and started her own student 
organization.

She has been a member of the Franklin County Youth Council for more than 
a year. During this time, Emmanuela has participated in their volunteer pro-
gram with the Mid-Ohio Food Bank, assisted with its signature event – Trauma 
From the Lens of Youth, and has completed the Youth-Led Teen Suicide Pre-
vention Training: Sources of Strength (S.O.S).

Franklin County Youth Council is an organization established by area non-
������� ��	� ���
���
��� ��
���
�� 8�� ���8
�
	� �
� "+�*� ����� ��� ��
��	
���
Barack Obama to engage young people in conversations addressing mental 
health and mental illness. The purpose of the council is to engage, encourage, 
and empower youth to be more involved in community service, build leader-
ship skills, and voice policy ideas and concerns of area youth.

In addition to her involvement with the Franklin County Youth Council, 
Francique is the founder of Small Hit, Big Impact, a student organization she 
runs as an after-school club at her school. She incorporated it as a limited 
liability company. Small Hit, Big Impact focuses on volunteerism, purpose-
driven leadership, and fostering personal development. She organizes work-
shops and volunteer opportunities for students.

She also is active in her church, Ephesus Seventh-day Adventist Church, 
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gram, which is a youth ministry. She also serves as a junior deaconess, youth 
elder, youth ministries secretary, and as a superintendent for the lower division 
Sabbath School.

Francique said, “My dream profession is in leadership and the organization 
of people. I love the responsibility and freedom that comes with entrepreneur-
ship. In my work as a businesswoman, I want my business to respect and nur-
ture a diverse group of people to come together with the common goal of serv-
ing their community. I want to create a legacy of community and self-advocacy 
that promotes positive social change.”

Organization Award –Black Art Speaks, Cincinnati
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cant contributions toward building a sense of unity among Ohio citizens.”
Black Art Speaks is a vibrant alliance of artists, organizations, and activists 

dedicated to celebrating Black art and culture while tackling critical social is-
sues within the community.

Black Art Speaks partners with other organizations and communities to use 

the power of art to address cycles of violence and trauma, explore ways to im-
prove quality of life and empower and heal the community.

Originating from the Black Lives Matter mural outside Cincinnati’s City 
Hall, Black Art Speaks quickly made its mark. The poem “We Want What You 
Want” by Alandes Powell, founder and executive director of Black Art Speaks, 
inspired a community-wide initiative, turning each mural letter into a collab-
orative canvas. This project united over 1,000 individuals from various back-
grounds, fostering dialogue and highlighting our shared human experiences.

Black Art Speaks engages the community through diverse art forms, includ-
ing visual arts, performances, and workshops, to ensure inclusivity and edu-
cation. Notable projects include collaborations that address gun violence and 
misconceptions about Black men, such as ‘The Letter Project’ with the Uni-
versity of Cincinnati, Avondale, and Roselawn communities, and a creative 
partnership with the DiveRight Leadership Development Program involving 
the Cincinnati Bengals.

The organization’s impact extends beyond showcasing Black talent; it fosters 
unity in Ohio through shared values of humanity and respect. By leveraging art 
for social commentary, Black Art Speaks champions peaceful expression and 
dialogue, aligning with Dr. King’s principles.

Black Art Speaks confronts racial inequality, promoting equity by raising 
awareness of systemic biases and encouraging dialogue. Their educational col-
laborations introduce art and cultural understanding to youth, fostering diver-
sity and learning among student groups.

Black Art Speaks’ multidisciplinary collaborations, encompassing arts, busi-
ness, and social sectors, demonstrate their commitment to unity and under-
standing. Their approach to using art for education and healing is noteworthy, 
addressing social justice issues through peaceful means and facilitating essen-
tial dialogue.

 Lifetime Service Award – McKinley E. Brown, Cincinnati
The Commission will also grant a special Lifetime Service Award to McKin-

ley E. Brown, who retired from the Commission on Dec. 31 after 10 years, 
including three years as chair.
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Brown, who served in the U.S. Army before entering law enforcement, was a 
2010 inductee into the Greater Cincinnati Police Museum’s prestigious 1132 
Living Legends.

###
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... continued on page 15

Governor DeWine Recognizes Ohioans for 
Keeping Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s Dream Alive
Special to The Truth

Ohio Governor Mike DeWine and the Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holi-
day Commission announced last week the winners of the annual Ohio MLK 
Awards honoring the service and achievements of Ohio residents and orga-
nizations in areas consistent with the teachings and example of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. 

“Congratulations to these Ohioans who are keeping Dr. King’s dream alive 
by promoting peace, service, and community engagement in all they do,” said 
Governor DeWine. “We are incredibly grateful for their spirit of community 
and compassion.”

The Commission will present the awards at noon Thursday, Jan. 11 during 
the 39th Annual Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemorative Celebration 
at Trinity Episcopal Church, located in downtown Columbus at the southeast 
corner of Third and Broad streets. The event, which will be livestreamed and 
rebroadcast on the Ohio Channel [ https://ohiochannel.org/search?pageSize=
12&start=1&sort=BestMatch&dir=DESC&keywords=mlk ], will also feature 
student speakers from the 2023 Statewide MLK Oratorical Contest.

^����$
��Q���8��	�8���
�������$��
=
����
�����
�����������������
������
life advocating for,” said Chrstina Rodriguez, chair of the Commission. “The 
Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission congratulates these out-
standing Ohioans for creating positive social change and making a difference 
in their communities.”

The Commission, which receives administrative support from the Ohio De-
partment of Administrative Services, advocates Dr. King’s principles of non-
violent change and the pursuit of racial, social, and economic justice, and an-
nually hosts the award ceremony in January leading up to the MLK holiday.

The following organization and three individuals will be recognized:
Ohio Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Governor’s Humanitarian Award –Courtis 

Fuller, Cincinnati
“The Governor’s Humanitarian Award seeks to honor those quiet soldiers 

who promote the welfare of humanity and the elimination of pain and suf-

Black Arts Speaks muralists

Courtis Fuller Emmanuela Francique

David Butcher, curator of the Tablertown People of 
Color Museum in Athens

fering through their 
�8�� �
�=
��� �
����
'�
often without recogni-
tion. Nominees possess 
a personal activism that 
has inspired unheralded 
long-term service to the 
community and stands 
as a model for others to 
emulate.”

Courtis Fuller is a hall 
of fame broadcast jour-
nalist appreciated for 
spotlighting important 
issues and accomplish-
ments of people of color 
and underserved popu-
lations. He is a news an-
chor and reporter for the 
|���������� �}|� �����-
ate, WLWT-TV, where 
he has spent 35 years of 
his nearly 44-year ca-
reer.

In 2023 he was in-
ducted into the inaugu-
ral class of the WLWT 
Hall of Fame. He is 
a multi-Emmy award 
winner and a 2021 in-
ductee in the prestigious 
Ohio Valley Chapter of 
the National Academy 
of Television Arts & 
Sciences Silver Circle, an honor for television professionals who have made 
lasting contributions to the industry and to the community for 25 or more years.

Consistently, Fuller has shown his leadership and commitment. He is very 
active in politics and local community issues. He issued the proposal to Cin-
cinnati City Council that led to an inner-city street being renamed in honor of 
high school honor student Derrick Turnbow, who was shot to death. He led the 
effort to have the City of Cincinnati and the Cincinnati Reds honor the 50th an-
niversary of Jackie Robinson’s entrance into Major League Baseball. He also 
conceived and produced an eight-day Cincinnati Jazz and Heritage Festival.

In 2001, Fuller stepped away from the anchor desk to demonstrate his com-
mitment once again to Cincinnati. He gained international attention as a politi-
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directly elected mayor of Cincinnati in 75 years. He received a respectable 45 
percent of the vote in the general election.

He returned to WLWT-TV in 2003 after hosting his own talk show on WCIN 
radio. He is a much sought-after speaker and the longtime host for dozens of 
events. Furthermore, he has assisted in raising millions of dollars for organiza-
tions by volunteering his time.

He is an advisory board member for the Cincinnati Scholarship Foundation 
and an honorary member of the Cincinnati Opera Board. Previously, he served 
as a member of the Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra Board, the Greater Cin-
cinnati Tall Stacks Commission, the U.S. Department of Education’s Back-
to-School National Advisory Board, and the Executive Board of the National 
Association of Black Journalists. 

Fuller is always looking for ways to serve his community, so in 2010 a schol-
arship was established in his name to help young aspiring journalists achieve 
their dream.

Individual Award – David Butcher, Athens County
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butions toward building a sense of unity among Ohio citizens.”
David Butcher is the executive director and head curator of the Tablertown 
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known as Tablertown, Kilvert is an unincorporated town in Athens County rich 
in cultural heritage.
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