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... continued on page 12

Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz

The goal is to turn data into information and information into insight.                   
                   - Carly Fiorina 

Trust the Process
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

The latest crime statistics declare that the Kapszukiewicz administra-
tion has taken a large bite out of crime thus far in 2023. 

Crime reduction was central to a divisive 2021 Kapszukiewicz vs. Fink-
beiner mayoral contest. Moreover, crime remains a controversial policy 
issue today due to the complexity of its causes, effects and potential so-
lutions. In addition, the intersection of various political, economic and 
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I spoke with Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz to understand the implica-
tions of the highly publicized downward trend in Toledo’s crime rates.

In our following conversation, Kapszukiewicz discusses how he “trust-
ed the process” or utilized the power of persistence and did not allow 
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successful quest to curtail crime. 

Perryman: Violent crime can have a profound impact, not just on vic-
tims and their families, but also on communities and our city as a whole. 
What are the results of your most recent crime statistics?

Mayor: What’s so notable is that it isn’t just one statistic; it is virtually 
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half of 2023. Every other measure of crime is down, and in most cases, 
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the-board double-digit reductions in burglaries, shootings and homicides; 
that shows that we’re making real progress and turning the corner in ad-
dressing crime. 

Perryman: During your 2021 mayoral campaign, you noted that crime 
rates were high everywhere as the rationale for Toledo’s high rates.

Mayor: Yes, and part of the story we also need to tell is that we’re doing 
so much better than the national average. So, while homicides are down 
10 percent across the United States, they’re down almost 40 percent in 
Toledo. Seeing how much better we’re doing than the national average 
is incredibly encouraging. I might point out that cities are still struggling 
and trending in the wrong direction. Cleveland, for instance, is having a 
tough time this year; their homicides are up 30 percent. 

Perryman: What are you doing differently than before to reduce crime?
Mayor: One mistake people made over the last two or three years in 

talking about violent crime was believing that there was one simple cause 
and effect. As a result, they felt that there was one simple solution. That 
thinking was wrong from the beginning. There are multiple reasons that 

violent crime went up across America beginning about three years ago, 
and likewise, to answer your question, there are numerous reasons here 
in Toledo; I think there are also multiple reasons it’s now going down. 

Perryman: "�������������������������������
���������
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�����������-
ing downward trend in crime?

Mayor: What happened in Toledo, in my judgment, is that we adopted 
a plan. We were disciplined enough to stick to our plan even when voices 
from the sidelines were trying to distract us from what was working. So, 
we followed a plan we adopted last December, and even in the face of po-
litical distraction and grandstanding, we were disciplined enough to stick 
to it. Thank goodness, because the plan is working, and what we need to 
do right now is follow it and not be distracted by any outside noise. 

Perryman: What elements are a part of the plan?
Mayor: It’s a plan that involves a lot of things. It did involve a polic-
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streets, out of their cars, walking, and so we’ve done that. However, it 
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in neighborhoods. 

The plan also involved programs for youth. 
I think everyone who’s heard me talk recently 
about the $4 million we spent on youth pro-
gramming over the last two years and the 200 
free youth programs we offer. It involved in-
terruption, what we’re calling MONSE, the 
#������� %	���� �	� &������������ '�	�
�� ����
Engagement, Malcolm and his team, the vio-
lence interrupters, making the long-term invest-
ments in the neighborhoods and healthcare, all 
of those things. That was all part of the plan 
that we adopted, and I think all of those things, 
taken as a whole, are why we are seeing these 
encouraging numbers. As encouraging as they 
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Still, I think it’s clear now that the plan we ad-
opted is working, and what we need to do right 
now is not veer from it, not be distracted, and 
stick to what’s working.

Perryman: As you know, just because two or 
more events occur together doesn’t necessarily 
mean that one directly causes the other to hap-
pen. How can we avoid making hasty conclu-
sions about cause-and-effect relationships based 
on the existence of a possible coincidence? How 
can we determine which elements of your plan 
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Massa, You Sho’ Been Good to Me!
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

Believe it or not, here we go again! In a recent article coming out of the great 
Sunshine State of Flor-ree-da, the state education board that oversees the cur-
riculum of history courses, including African American history, has inserted 
in the curriculum that one of the good things about slavery was that the slaves 
learned valuable “personal skills” while toiling under Massa’s whip.

Yeah, read the article yourself. That board had the audacity and profound 
historical ignorance to even intimate that slavery was an important teaching 
tool, imparting valuable life lessons to people in bondage.

Imagine for a moment, so-called educated people concocting lies trying to 
convince you that the institution of slavery was not particularly bad since valu-
able skills were gleaned from those hundreds of years of oppression.

That being the case, since they are trying to convince a state of people who 
are ostensibly history challenged, let us see what valuable skills our ancestors 
learned via the whip and the lash of America’s peculiar institution: WHICH OF 
THESE SKILLS WERE TAUGHT TO THE SLAVES FOR THEIR SKILLS 
SET?
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plantation commissary.

(b) reading skills so that they could not be swindled out of their money or 
land by hucksters.

(c) a reading of the state and the U.S. Constitution so that they could be in-
formed and Intelligent voters?

)�*�
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up on them.

(e) all the above.
(f) none of the above.
If your answer is not “f,” you need to be quickly referred to a deprogramming 

camp to be reacquainted with the basics of Black History (which is American 
History). It is obvious that Gov. Ron DeSantis and others of his pernicious ilk 
want to rewrite history (George Orwell 1984…anyone?) so that White stu-
dents are not led to be ashamed or embarrassed about what their ancestors did 
to their enslaved populations.

Also, remember, it is always good and politically sound to harangue and 
denigrate people of color when the opportunity arises and thus curry the favor, 
money and votes of the White voting population who have not yet resolved 
themselves to the glaring fact that in about another 20 years, they will be a 
minority ethnic grouping in America.

The GOP is in the majority in Florida and despite blowback from the NAACP 
and teacher unions and other groups, Ron DeSantis is barreling ahead with a 
cockeyed revised American history to assuage the prickly sensitivity of his 
White voting bloc.

 To him, it matters not that those historians, both Black and White, have 
shouted from the roof tops that such revisionism is anti-intellectual and does a 
grave dis-service to the contextual discussion of slavery in America.

Despite being repeatedly informed that a full and accurate portrayal of Amer-
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���������������
want no part of an American History that truthfully depicts the barbarous acts 
of Whites engaging in racial pogroms and denying Black Americans the same 

freedoms that they enjoy.
Save for the “skills” of planting and picking cot-

ton, running the kitchens of Massa, having his babies 
out of wedlock and doing the sundry jobs of working 
on a plantation, there was nothing skillful taught to 
the overwhelming number of Black men and women 
who did not learn a valuable trade nor were entitled 
to full participation in the American Dream.
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pirations of people of color, no matter how gifted Lafe Tolliver

or talented they were. Slavery was a perpetual headlock and vise grip on any 
desire to be free and to form enduring Black families.

Slavery was diametrically opposed to such ideas and those who fostered 
such thinking were not accorded any public voice by which to call the affected 
slave and his or her family into the whole of American society.

But yet, Florida wants you to believe that slavery was not a grim picture as 
it has been portrayed, what with all its lynchings and theft and the killing of 
innocents. A revised history of America would have slavery as a salubrious 
institution full of kindly White men and women who were warm and friendly 
to their “darkies” and only wanted the best for them.

 If the Whites were to ask the very oppressed members of their slave com-
munities what skills would they like to learn it would be: (1) how to escape 
their hellhole (2) how to make money so the slave could buy his freedom and 
that of his family members (3) how to learn a valuable trade so that when they 
reached Canada or UpSouth (aka: The North), they could thrive and prosper.

When Ron DeSantis and other historical revisionists start tearing out pages of 
history books to insert their own version of what they want it to portray, that soci-
ety is on a downward slope to illusions and lies becoming their perverted truths.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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...continued on page 11

Dr. Mallory Williams

What Shall We Do with Chief Justice Robert’s 
Cake?
�������	��
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Justice Kentanji Brown Jackson in her dissent to the Supreme Court ruling 
on the Students for Fair Admissions Incorporated v. Harvard University and 
the University of North Carolina referred to Chief Justice Roberts’ majority 
opinion as being formulated with a “let them eat cake obliviousness” con-
cerning race.  

Her dissent is a masterful composition of the intersection of Supreme Court 
rulings and federal policy with resulting de facto second-class citizenship for 
black Americans. The power of her writing soars and her dissent is a tour de 
force in the legal history of the negative role the Supreme Court has played 
in creating a more equal society.  But what are we to do now?  What shall we 
do with Chief Justice Roberts’ cake?
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all sides of the political spectrum.  The most likely reason is one of distri-
bution of opportunities.  This fuels Americans.  It is what makes our nation 
exceptional.  However, the perception that one group will be considered spe-
cial or preferred over another and therefore will receive opportunities even 
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nation.  

But the irony is that the idea of having to choose an individual from a 
�������	���
������������@��������������
�������������������������
�����
����
in the admissions committee or executive suite.  The very concept of a well-
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considered are all exceptional and credible for the position.  

This means that every day in America a person is selected for a job where 
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Jack Welch conducted a six-year search for his successor at General Electric 
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The question that remains for us as a nation is when and why do we re-
ally believe in the selection process?  Do we believe in the selection process 
more when it involves athletes and legacies than when it addresses racial 
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tions?  These questions lay at the heart of how America feels and responds to 
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19 pandemic, where the nation is confronted with the consequences of long-
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ner Act allowed workers to unionize without fear of being discriminated 
against, and empowered a National Labor Relations Board to review poten-
tial cases of worker discrimination.  In 1961, John F. Kennedy became the 
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NAMI’s African American Leadership
Initiative Annual Summit
By Angie Hayes

The Truth Reporter

growth in the atmosphere: “Mental 
health and gun violence. My sis-
ter was off work, took a shift for 
a friend and was shot and killed. 
I had a lot of trauma and triggers. 
But…we all have a voice. We can 
play a part and help those living 
with gun violence. Mental health is 
real. It’s not what you do, it’s how 
you do it.  Help from a father for 
the youth is required. When a per-
son needs mental health treatment, 
many resources are available from 
agencies on the First Wednesday 
event; every first Wednesday of the 
month at 11am at the Government 
Center. Many resources and infor-
mation available.”

Charles Williams, Diversity Equity 

Michael Carter, Cecil Holston, WIllie Knighten, Charles Williams

Safety Director Brian Byrd

On Friday July 21, the National Alliance on Mental Illness Greater Tole-
do (NAMI)’s African American Leadership Initiative 10th Annual Summit, 
held at Toledo Lucas County Main Branch Library, several speakers pro-
vided information and knowledge on gun violence and how it affects Af-
rican American men’s mental health. The goal and focus of the event was 
to promote mental health and wellness and safety in the African American 
community and to support leaders to work towards those goals. 

Traumatic situations can be linked to mental health problems, a num-
ber of speakers noted. Mental health triggers can be caused by events or 
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tors including anxiety, panic, or negativity to self and create discouraged 
feelings. When trauma is experienced, it must be addressed to resolve the 
issues the trauma will create.

During the NAMI event, gun violence and the impact the violence has 
was a main point that speakers discussed and provided knowledge, possible 
solutions and growth opportunities to the audience. The following informa-
tion was provided by speakers and panel discussion enlightenment.

“I see on the news what is happening daily in the community; someone 
being victimized. For this, we want to make sure we keep the conversation 
on mental health and the impact on the community.” Sonya Quinn, NAMI.

Scott Sylak, Mental Health and Recovery Services Board executive di-
rector, shared information as well. “We are happy that we are able to partic-
ipate. We all know gun violence is a major problem in our community. Gun 
violence harms the community and has a devastating impact on children 
and young people. We are working to make access to services more avail-
able in our community.  And we are working to make Toledo safer: address 
mental wellness and violence reduction. We can create a future where gun 
violence is not a problem. We are here to create a better place to call home.” 

Michael Carter, Lucas County Mental Health and Recovery Services 
Board director of Community Engagement and Equity stated: “We all play 
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want to let you know, if you happen to get triggered, you have a role avail-
able with therapists.”

Cecil Holston, clinical social work therapist, shared the following in-
formation to provide knowledge to the audience: “When you can relate to 
someone, it’s easier to open up to them. Therapy is having a conversation. 
Black male therapist for black man. Men struggle with vulnerability; we 
struggle because we don’t want to be vulnerable. We have to remind our-
selves to be able to have opening and vulnerability; that is growth. Unpack 
years of trauma! Self-care…take minutes to LOVE self. Loving self in the 
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itself; we all need someone to help us with that. Therapy.” 

Willie Knighten, CEO Above & Beyond Care Behavioral Health, pro-
vided much information from his experience and knowledge to support 
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and Inclusion Manager, provided his personal information to support the 
atmosphere very well. “Who I am…. a professional husband and father. 
There is nothing wrong with being a family man.  Generational success, 
black success, we have to share! Young people…own your space. We all 
need to expand our accountability and our responsibility is to do some-
thing. Fight and Refuse the thoughts and feelings that you’re not impor-
tant.”

In addition to the shared knowledge and panel discussions, NAMI pro-
vided lunch and networking opportunities throughout the event to connect 
with community members. Opportunities provided to learn from experts 
and gain knowledge and strategies to improve mental health issues in our 
atmosphere. 
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... continued on page 7

Ohio Issue 1 that is on the ballot for an August 8 Special Election is 
being opposed by major Voter Rights organizations in the state. If Politi-
cians who created Issue 1 succeed, it will be almost impossible to pass 
most future citizen-led ballot issues. 

The result would be to take away the current right held by ordinary citi-
zens to initiate ballot issues that challenge and replace laws put in place 
by anti-democratic or out of touch Politicians.  

One key provision of this anti-democratic legislation is to raise the 
threshold for voter passage of a citizen-led Constitutional Amendment 
from the current 50 percent, to instead, 60 percent.

If it passes, Issue 1 will allow a minority of 40 percent of the voters to con-
trol the outcome of a citizen-led ballot issue supported by 60% of the voters.

Ohio Politicians working to keep Unconstitutional Gerrymandered 
Election Districts Ohio Representative Brian Stewart (R-Ashville) who 
is the primary sponsor of

House Joint Resolution 1(HJR1) that is the law authorizing Issue 1 ex-
plained in a private letter to members of his political party the purpose for 
this legislation (Statehouse News Bureau-March 10, 2023).

According to Stewart’s letter, one of Issue 1’s main objectives is to pro-
tect the Ohio GOP’s current practice of gerrymandering that has created 
rigged election districts in the state and that guarantees the continued 
reelection of a majority of GOP candidates in the future. 

Issue 1 is being put forward in spite of the overwhelming wishes of 
Ohio voters. In 2015, over 71 percent of Ohio voters approved The Ohio 

Ohio’s Issue 1 Designed to Protect 
Unconstitutional Gerrymandering: Citizens 
Being Asked to Forfeit Their Voting Rights
By DemocracyIssues.com, an Ohio-based Voter Rights initiative

Bipartisan Redistricting Commission Constitutional Amendment in or-
der to end gerrymandered election districts for all state of Ohio elections.  

In 2018, Ohio voters approved The Congressional Redistricting Proce-
dures Amendment for all federal contests in the state.

For the 2022 midterm elections, in spite of the 2015 Constitutional 
Amendment being in place in which voters overwhelmingly demanded 
that districts for state elections be fair and nonpartisan, the Ohio Redis-
tricting Commission (ORC) repeatedly created gerrymandered distract 
maps that assured that the GOP would control the outcome of elections 
in a large majority of the districts for years to come.

>���������� )|*� ������
������������� 
���%����'�������"���
���������
that the 2022 gerrymandered district maps were unconstitutional and 
must be redrawn. These highly manipulated district maps deprive many 
voters of their right to vote by rigging in advance the outcome of an elec-
tion in favor of the political party in control of setting up the maps.

Each of the Court’s orders was ignored and with time running out until 
Election Day, the Ohio Supreme Court permitted the use of a set of the 
gerrymandered maps in the 2022 midterms.

Independent Ohio Redistricting Commission
 Voting Rights organizations in Ohio are now examining a new Con-

stitutional Amendment to establish the Ohio Independent Redistricting 
Commission in order to permanently end gerrymandering.  It will be similar 
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This program is made possible by Grant Number 5H79TI083294-02 from SAMHSA. Its contents are solely the 
responsibility of the author and do not necessarily represent the official views of SAMHSA.

208 W Woodruff Ave | Toledo, OH 43604

419.242.3000  |  info@wernertcenter.org

WernertCenter.org

There is HOPE in recovery!
One in five adults in the U.S. LIVE  

with mental illness. Those in  

Lucas County receiving mental  

health services are learning 

every day how to LIVE  

productive and meaningful  

lives while taking care of  

their mental health. 

Connect with us and learn more about the 
 resources available to LIVE with mental illness:

Visit hope.wernertcenter.org

PAUL

The Toledo Art Commission Art Loop Summer Spectacular Event was held 
on July 22 2 p.m. -6 p.m. on Adams Street with a variety of free events, activi-
ties and art sales. In addition to the Art Loop, the YAAW event also held at the 
same time:  Young Artists At Work Art Sale, hosted by Handmade Toledo at 
1717 Adams St.  

The YAAW Program is established to inspire young artists to ensure a great-
er commitment to creativity and community.  The program runs from June 26 
to August 4 for the 2023 schedule. The YAAW program has been active since 
1994. 

Young Artists At Work Art Sale
By Angie Hayes

The Truth Reporter

The Toledo Art Commission Art Loop Summer Spectacular and the YAAW 
activities were free events and free activities to the community.  A family 
friendly event day! Artwork sales were the main goals and knowledge of the 
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future was a main focus as well. 
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food sources (food truck and restaurants), Glass City Steel Drum Band, face 
painting, sidewalk chalk opportunities, classic car show, aerial performances 
by Bird’s Eye View Circus, and dance groups were also active in the Art Loop. 

to the new Michigan Independent Redistricting 
Commission that has eliminated partisan districts 
in that state.

Issue 1’s 60 percent threshold for passage along 
with an almost impossible set of signature peti-
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purpose and intent of preventing a Constitutional 

Amendment for an Ohio Independent Redistrict-
ing Commission that would end gerrymandering 
in the state.

Issue 1 is critical in order for a small group of 
Ohio GOP Politicians to be able to continue un-
constitutional and anti-democratic gerrymandered 
election districts that predetermine the outcome of 
	�
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��� �
�
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�
ballot is cast.

Issue One... continued from page 6
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The J. Frank Troy Booster Club hosted its annual summer picnic on July 14 
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��������������	+�������������������
music for the more than 75 guests in attendance.
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County Commissioners and Toledo City Council.
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ment of the afternoon.
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J. Frank Troy Booster Club Holds Annual 
Summer Picnic
The Truth Staff
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  ... continued on page 10

...continued on page 10

Jan Scotland

Weldon Douthitt addresses 
crowd

Jan Krishna Menon Scotland was born on March 26, 1956 in Harlem, 
New York to Iris (Jackson) Scotland and the late Rev. Felix A. Scotland, 
both of Guyana. 

Jan grew up in Queens, New York with siblings Felica (Benzo), Excillie 
Scotland, Dom Scotland and mother Iris following the passing of his father 
at an early age. He attended Brooklyn Technical High School and graduated 
from Andrew Jackson High School in 1974.

Jan was a proud HBCU alumni of Hampton University (Hampton, Vir-
ginia) c/o 1978 “Creative Source” where he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Organic Chemistry. He enjoyed returning to his cherished Hampton Univer-
sity every fall, helping to host the university’s Homecoming celebrations.

Jan started his career at B.F. Goodrich in Akron, Ohio. In 1981, he relo-
cated to Toledo, Ohio to work at Owens Corning Fiberglass where he served 
as a Supervisor of Chemical Purchasing and met many lifelong friends. 
He met Margie (Garner) in 1981 and they married on November 24, 1984. 
The couple have two children, Alexander and Dawn Scotland, through their 
union. 

Jan served the city on Toledo City Council in 1987 and campaigned and 
held numerous positions in the state of Ohio throughout his life. He was a 
��������	��������������	�
���7�������������
������������
������	������	���-
ation, eager to debate any one on any politics of the day. He most recently 
ran in the 2021 mayoral race.

In 1990, Jan became a State Farm agent where he served the community 

������������	�������<����'
��	��
�	�����	��������������
����������������

One of his greatest accomplishments was serving the community’s youth 
through the Sleepy Hollow Athletic League where he coached faithfully for 
27 years. The co-ed program taught the city’s youth the fundamentals of 
sports, encouraging good sportsmanlike conduct rather than competition. 
The unique program was affordable for all and completely ran by volunteers 
and parents.  Jan founded the program in 1996, after the teenager of a fam-
ily friend was shot and killed in a parking lot by being in the wrong place at 
the wrong time. Jan truly believed in the importance of having programs for 
children before they got into trouble to keep them off the streets.

Jan was a devoted member of St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church where 
he served decades as Treasurer, Trustee, Chair of Men’s Day and Youth Day, 
Vacation Bible School Chair, and served the youth through the Christian 
Board of Education. When their children were younger, Jan and Margie 
hosted children after church in their home every Sunday for dinner. Jan 
could be found happily playing the bongos in the music pit every Sunday. 

Jan was a staple in the Toledo community with a track record for advocat-
ing for youth and black interests.  He formerly volunteered for Big Broth-
ers/Big Sisters and was previously a board member and board president of 
both the East Toledo Family Center and Fredrick Douglass Community As-
sociation. Most recently, he was the president of PCARS (President’s Com-
mittee on African American Recruitment and Retention) at the University of 
Toledo Medical School where he served until his passing.

Jan was the recipient of many awards for his public service including 
but not limited to Big Brother of the Year, Board of Community Relations 
Youth Empowerment Award, East Toledo Distinguished Citizens and one of 
the inaugural recipients of the Jefferson Award for Public Service in 2004. 

Jan was a joy to everyone he met and was known for his jovial spirit and 
humor. He enjoyed spending time with his dear friends and family, playing 

In Memoriam
Jan Scotland, March 26, 1956 – July 18, 
2023 

In Loving Memory 
of Weldon Douthitt
March 18, 1933 – July 14, 2023

Mr. Weldon Douthitt, my Godfather, 
a construction and political genius, 
and a dear friend and support to many, 
has gone on to Glory.  

�������������������#�����}���}����
in Columbus, Ohio and came to Tole-
do, Ohio in 1954.  And we all the bet-
ter for his physical and active presence 
on this earth, in the City of Toledo, and 
the great State of Ohio at large.  

Through his construction work, 

Weldon repaired homes and improved the quality of life for countless To-
ledo residents.  And his active and relentless involvement in Toledo politics 
brought about immeasurable and historical change.  During his storied and 
remarkable career, Weldon was senior advisor and campaign manager to 
%����'���
���������]��
�!]���������������
������
�{���
�	������������
of Toledo.  

Weldon was also senior advisor and campaign manager to the late Mayor 
Jack Ford.  Mayor Jack Ford was also a member and president of Toledo 
"�
��"�����������%����'
�
���������
��������
������
�>	�����!>������������
-
ed as House Caucus Leader in Ohio.  And Ford preceded Hicks-Hudson as 
=�����������
�>	�����!>��������#������

Q��� ����� �_� ������� ������� ���
��� ��� ���������� 	��� �������� ��������
county commissioners, city council and school board members, state rep-
resentatives, members of the United States House of Representatives and 
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READY TO 
READ

toledolibrary.org 
419.259.5253

HELPING KIDS READ!

The Library’s Ready to Read team is here to support you and 

your child on their journey to becoming a great reader. Every 

child has their own pace and style of learning, and the Library 

offers one-to-one training sessions to help you best support your 

child. 

Call 419.259.5253 or scan the QR code below to schedule an 

appointment today! 

Get started at home by building your child’s vocabulary:

Building vocabulary is an essential reading skill and takes lots of 

practice. To make the most of your reading time 

together, try some of these talking points before reading:

What do you remember about the time we _______________ 

(went to the park, visited grandma, played a game, or shopped at 

the store?)

  

Do you remember the book we read? Do you remember that 

show we watched? This story reminds me of that because 

__________________________.

       

This story is about _________________. What do you know about 

___________________? What do you think we might read about?  

   

Asking children to recall what they 
already know will help them 
recognize words as they read. toledolibrary.org 

419.259.5253
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Jan Scotland... continued from page 9

with his beloved dog Duke, hosting parties and 
music gatherings and hanging out at his favor-
ite place on Reynolds road: City Hall. 

Jan Scotland was a proud Prince Hall Ma-
son, Amazon Lodge No. 4 where he served in 
numerous capacities. In 2011, he was raised to 
the 33 degree, St. Matthews Consistory No. 24 
and he was a Past Potentate of Mecca Temple 
No. 43. Jan spearheaded the effort along with 
seven other members to acquire the building 
Octagon Number IV on 638 N. University St. Jan Scotland
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Jan is preceded in death by his father the late Rev. Felix A. Scotland and 
sister Excillie Scotland. Jan leaves to cherish his memory his wife of 39 
years Margie (Garner) Scotland (Toledo, OH), mother Iris Scotland, sister 
Felica (Benzo) and brother Dom Scotland (all of Deltona, Florida); son 
Alexander (Erica) Scotland and grandson Ellis Scotland (Fort Wayne, In-
diana); daughter Dawn Scotland (Toledo, Ohio), a host of nieces, nephews 
and cousins and best friend and co-worker Vinson Shells. 

Special thanks to University of Toledo Medical Center, Advanced Spe-
cialty Hospital, Right-at-Home, Ohio Home Health and Miss June for their 
care of Jan during his illness.

Services for Jan Scotland will be held at St. Paul Missionary Baptist 
Church 1502 N. Detroit Ave, Toledo, OH 43607. Visitations are Friday, July 
28 from 4-6pm with Masonic Rites following at 6-8pm. The wake services 

Welton Douthitt... continued from page 9

the United States Senate, and even for presidents of the United States, which 
include Former President Bill Clinton and Former Vice President Al Gore!   
Weldon was a community leader, a civil and voting rights champion, and an 
inspiration to people far and wide.  Some people are not aware of his exten-
sive involvement in the political arena because he was a humble servant 
who just did the job. 

We are so grateful for his leadership and for his example in politics and 
construction and all he did to provide and increase opportunities for minority 
contractors in the City of Toledo.   Mr. Weldon Douthitt is a model for what 
it means to engage in steadfast and relentless efforts to make Ohio a better, 
fairer, and more inclusive State.

Mr. Weldon, you said, “I will give out before I give up” and that’s exactly 
what you did!  

“Well-Done, Brotha’ Weldon.  Well-Done.”  
Love,
Your Goddaughter LaFonda Willis—and countless Toledo residents who 

love and admire you, including Arthur Taylor, Alan Bannister, Bill & Derrick 
Mosley (posthumously), and Regina Willis (posthumously).  

Weldon Douthitt: Lucas County Commissioners 
Honor A Toledo Icon
Published in The Truth in the February 26, 2020 issue

begin the following day, Saturday July 29 at 10am and the funeral service 
is at 11am.  The church requires that visitors wear masks. Rev. James H. 
��������'�����	�����
��[�
�����
������	�������
�%

����]�����#�����������
��

[��������	�+����������
����
�����������������
��'
�������#����������{��-
tist Church Anita Moore Ellis Scholarship Fund. 

Describing the honoree as “a personal friend of all of us,” former State Rep. 
#�������>��	���� ���� 
��� ����� ���� ������� �� ������ "���
�� "��������������
Black History Month celebration. On February 18, 2020, the Commissioners 
honored the 86-year-old Weldon Douthitt for his contributions to the com-
munity in a number of different areas – social services, politics, community 
organizing and a lifelong commitment to helping others.

Douthitt, who has spent decades with the Economic Opportunity Planning 
Association (EOPA), now Pathway, working with housing issues in under-
served neighborhoods as project director for the agency’s Home Rehabilita-
tion department, was just recently in a home that needed work done.

“Last week, imagine this 86-year-old man in a 70-year-old senior’s base-
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

to ensure that applicants are employed, and employees are treated during 
employment, without regard to their race, creed, color, or national origin.” 

 The term simply meant to make intentional forward progress.  What are 
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four-year degrees while Black and Latino students are still underrepresented 
in college admissions and graduation rates, especially in four-year colleges.  
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and ethnic distinctions of any sort or inherently suspect.” 
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and the goals they pursue.”  
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Chief Justice Robert... continued from page 4
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Perryman... continued from page 2

are more effective or useful?
Mayor: That’s a great question and one that I’ve put a lot of thought to. 

At the end of the day, though, and maybe this will feel really simplistic, 
numbers don’t lie. The old expression is numbers don’t lie, but liars sure 
know how to use numbers. When you look at the data, there is no ques-
tion that fewer people are being shot, fewer people are being killed, and 
fewer people are being robbed. There are 400 fewer crimes of all kinds 
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they argue for us maintaining our plan. 

Yet, your point is correct. Maybe what’s happening is a recalibration 
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walking or violence interrupters.

Perryman: You suggest that policing and prevention are complemen-
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$4 million spent on youth programming or question the contract amount 
paid to an outside violence interventionist like Cities United. Research 
tells us that more police don’t necessarily lead to reduced crime. In con-
trast, we do know that more investments in the inner city such as social 
services or community centers improve crime outcomes. Do we really 
need Cities United? 

Mayor: When it comes to our youth programming, we are measur-
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ables that can be ascertained. Again, they work with 130 different cities, 
so there’s a blueprint we can follow and check our progress versus the 
progress made in Indianapolis or pick a random city. At the end of the day, 
everything seems to be working, and it would be surprising to me if, at this 
moment, when we’re seeing success, people would want to change course. 

I guess the last thing I’ll say about Cities United is there has been a 
lot of discussion about Cities United, almost all of it political, just put 
forward by political actors who I think fundamentally care more about 
themselves than Toledo. 

At the end of the day, though, let’s debate its merits. The contract we 
signed with Cities United was $180,000. It’s not an ongoing cost; it’s not 
a legacy cost; it’s a one-time, one-year contract. We hire consultants all 

the time. When we build a sewer, we hire consultants; when dealing with 
a challenging legal issue, we might hire outside counsel. It is a routine 
normal part of how the city government has worked for 200 years. It’s 
$180,000, that’s real, but our police budget is $96 million. The fact that 
there has been so much conversation about the $180,000 out of a budget 
of $96 million really tells you everything you need to know about the 
sincerity of some of the voices that have rallied against Cities United. It 
is 17/100 of one percent of what we’re doing.

Perryman: We know that within the past year, there has been a change in 
the chief of police. So, how much of the crime reduction is the result of just 
plain old good leadership?

Mayor: To a great degree, good leadership has made a difference, and 
I’m not critical of Chief Kral. On the other hand, this is a result-oriented 
business, and the results under Troendle’s leadership have been good. Chief 
Troendle has made some tactical decisions regarding deploying resources 
that appear to have made a difference. He has deployed resources differently, 
there’s a different attitude. 

So, the tone Troendle sets, some of the policies, the deployment of re-
sources, and the use of data again are strengths. Like former Chief Diggs, he 
believes in data-based policing and a real-time crime center. 

Perryman: Are there other leaders who have contributed?
Mayor:  When I talk about leadership, that also includes some folks within 

city hall, including the city council. There has been a false dichotomy of 
Carty [Finkbeiner] versus me or the former mayors versus me. Carty was 
taking just as many shots, in fact, making more shots at the city council than 
anyone else. The city council deserves some credit for staying strong, not 
being distracted by Carty’s silliness, and sticking to our plans. I think lead-
ership across the board and steadiness across the board for the police chief, 
steadiness from the city council. Again, the discipline to stick to our plan 
even when an outside intruder is pushing their own agenda, trying to take 
you off the path, city council and the chief and others were smart enough and 
disciplined enough to stick with the plan.

Perryman: What is a blueprint to sustain your success? 
Mayor:  Now don’t get me wrong, Toledo is far from perfect, but we’re 

making real progress, and it’s essential for people to know that. If you’re 
constantly beaten down by negativity and defeatism, and wild hyperbole, I 
don’t think that’s positive for an individual, a family, or a city. 
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are afraid. I think we have to continue to follow what we’re doing. The worst 
thing we could do right now is veer off the plan and make decisions based on 
political considerations; that’s the most important thing. 

Perryman: When we’re talking about crime, the success of your interven-
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saying “Trust the Process.”
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economic fairness sprinkled throughout our city due to what we passed and 
implemented, but it’s part of it. In the classical sense, politicians are hesitant 
to do all these things because they rarely get credit for them. 

These longer-term investments in neighborhoods that I believe will reduce 
crime might take a couple of years to really take hold. Just the nature of poli-
tics is that everyone has moved on and gotten elected or defeated. 
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Wayman Palmer YMCA, or the many things we’ve done. It’s the nature of 
it, but again, I just want to continue to do work that I think will make a real 
difference for people; I’ll let the political consequences fall where they may.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, Ph.D. at drdlperryman@centerofhope-
baptist.org
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Spine straight, shoulders back, arms at 
sides, feet pointing front. 

Atten-SHUN! There you stood with 
your fellow soldiers, all in formation, 
upright and alert, waiting for words of 
release from your position. Chevrons on 
a uniform indicates who has rank and 
can set you “at ease.” Ribbons are sig-
nificant, pins can tell tales but, as in the new book ����������
�� by 
Beth Bailey, skin color should have no bearing here.  

From the beginning, “Black men... fought in America’s armies” though, 
for decades, they did so mostly in segregated units. Occasionally, the 
idea of equality surfaced before Harry Truman moved to desegregate 
America’s military but nothing lasted and separation of races in the ranks 
continued until serious efforts were put forth. Even then, some experts 
continued to predict “massive resistance to racial integration.”
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the issues of equality seemed to expand on two continents. Major Lavell 
Merritt made news in 1968 when he took the Army to task, forcing Presi-
dent Johnson to see “that we do have race problems.” In the months to 
come, “Racially charged violence exploded throughout the army...” 

“By... the 1970s,” Bailey says, “race was tearing the army apart.” 
This didn’t go unnoticed by politicians; in fact, Secretary of Defense 

Robert McNamara “did mean to use the full power of the Department 
of Defense to bring about change.” There was progress, but there was a 
story behind every bit of forward movement: the army wasn’t the only 
place where issues of racism lurked. Racism continued in the whole 

cratic infrastructure for inclusion in our nation (without much of a remedy)  
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opinions of the chosen few who serve inside this morally vacillating institu-
tion which has enshrined and insured inequality for most of its existence, I 
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that creation of a more inclusive society fails the strict scrutiny test for the 
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considered in the arguments of those that author such opinions.  How do we 
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responsibility for the inequality at hand.  

The rather uncomfortable answer is, we must carefully measure and choose.  
And with time our considerations and choices change as our measurements 
do the same.  We cannot all conveniently be equal under the law (and no-
where else in the consequential status of American society) through a 25 year 
a priori judicial fortune telling.
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country and until the problem was addressed off-post as well as on, 
here and abroad, inequality would be around despite everything the 
Army tried to do.

Even today, with a volunteer army in America, Bailey says “Funda-
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tive actions to which the US Army committed itself in the 1970s continue 
to provide the institutional framework for solutions.”

Here’s a sentence you should not take lightly: �����������	 is prob-
ably not going to be anybody’s idea of a beach read. It’s interesting, but 
it will demand a fully-engaged brain or you’ll be lost within a few pages. 

Part of that may come from the non-linear way that this tale is told. 
Author Beth Bailey shares a wide story that necessitates some loose-
ness in timeline, which can both clarify and confuse, depending on a 
reader’s previous knowledge of the subject. That’s not to say that you 
need to be a PhD to read this book, but a walking knowledge of the 
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tions will help. 

Having said that, though, surprisingly, a casual browsing through this 
book may yield a reward, too, in the small stories that stack up to make 
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history, and heavy-duty at that, but it still might capture your attention.
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CLASSIFIEDS   
TOLEDO OPERA SEEKS SINGERS FOR SUPPORTING ROLES

Toledo Opera to Hold Auditions for Choristers and Supporting Roles in Ragtime
Toledo, OH— Toledo Opera is holding auditions for small roles and chorus positions for the Broadway 
musical Ragtime (February - April 2024 commitment), on Saturday, August 12 from 11 a.m. until 2 p.m. 
Those interested should prepare two arias or Broadway songs, which show off voice and acting ability. In 
addition, those auditioning must bring a resume, headshot, and sheet music. A pianist will be provided. 
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the following singers:

Ragtime by Stephen Flaherty and Lynn Ahrens
April 19 & 21, 2024
Valentine Theatre
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supporting roles: Willie Conklin
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roles: Stanford White
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For more information about the 2023-24 season, visit toledoopera.org. For media access, please contact 
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Bids will be received through Bid Express, an online electronic bidding system until Thursday, Au-
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additional guidance regarding electronic bidding, bidders must contact Bid Express directly. Each 
bidder shall be responsible for submitting its electronic bid before the bid deadline. 

Electronic Proposals must be submitted on the form(s) included in Bid Express and shall be ac-
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(10%) of the total proposal amount. 
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tory. Please submit all questions through the Bid Express service by Thursday, August 3, 2023, 
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL
HVAC SERVICES FOR 

PREFERRED PROPERTIES
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11am EST. The full RFP and timeline can 
be found at our website, www.preferred-
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LIBBEY 50TH REUNION
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House of Ginnie

Celebrating Aging... continued from page 16
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REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

CALL NOW BEFORE THE 
NEXT POWER OUTAGE

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install 

and activate the generator with a participating dealer. Call for 

a full list of terms and conditions.

Contact a Generac dealer for full terms and conditions

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

(567) 326-4027

             7-year Extended Warranty* – A $735 Value!FREE

Whether you are home or away, 

protect what matters most from 

unexpected power outages with a 

Generac Home Standby Generator.

C O N N E C T S

ACP program details can be found at www.fcc.gov/affordable-connectivity-program-consumer-faq

FREE INTERNET
Qualify today for the Government 

Free Internet Program

YOU QUALIFY 
for Free Internet 
if you receive 
WIC, SNAP, Medicaid
Housing Assistance,  
Veterans Pension, 
���������	
�
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���
Lifeline and Tribal.

CALL TODAY (833) 431-2358

Bonus offer: 4G Android Tablet with one time co-pay of $20

After intermission, couture fashion designer Autumn Gineen, of House of 
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her models. Host Tatiana Cash kept the crowd engaged as fashion newcom-
��� <������ '
������������ ����
� ����� �<������� ��
� 
��� ������� ��
�� ������� ���
a plethora of matching sweatsuits and athleticwear, impressed the audience. 
Freemade by Corrin Stacey was next with her colorful hand-painted and repur-
posed designs complementing her models. 

Just when all thought the show was over, show producer Monique Ward 
(owner of Pozativ ProMotions, LLC and QMIT Agency & Academy) an-
nounced that a special guest celebrity designer would be showcasing. Luxury 
gowns from celebrity designer Cheryl Kitchen of CDK Kreative Kreations 
graced the runway awing the already impressed audience.

 The evening concluded with a thank you from the hosts, announcing the 
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lax & Enjoy Therapy, LLC. Guests were encouraged to mingle afterward while 
the DJ played. Show producer, Ward closed the show by informing the audi-
ence that if anyone wanted to pursue modeling or join the cast of the next show 
that they could go to QMITagency.com or call 877.819.1141 for more details.
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volvement with improving housing problems.

Douthitt arrived in Toledo in 1954, noted Commissioner Pete Gerken as he 
kicked off the tributes to his long-time acquaintance. “He came here in 1954 
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inception. He left a mark on a community, on people and on housing stock. He 
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name will be forever entwined with that of his long-time best friend – former 
Mayor Jack Ford. For years, Ford was the very public face of local politics – 
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ledo Board of Education and, again, to City Council. For just as many years, 
Douthitt provided the backing and support for the Ford campaigns – making 
the tactical decisions and doing the leg work to get the candidate elected.

Ashford spoke of the threesome he formed with the Ford-Douthitt duo after 
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charge. Weldon was in charge and told us each and every day what we needed 
to do.”

Z�������Q�����
���������"���
������
���������
��
�������Z��
�Q�����������-
ter, has known Douthitt all of her life … as a member of the family, more than 
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Toledo Icon... continued from page 10
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spent hours doing whatever was necessary and he understood how important it 
was to have folks at the table.”

LC Commissioners Gary Byers and Tina Skeldon Wozniak, Asst 
County Administrator Jessica Ford, Weldon Douthitt, LC Commis-

sioner Pete Gerken
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...continued on page 15

Celebrating Aging Gracefully Through 
Fashion
By Monique Ward

Special to The Truth

The doors were set to open at 5 PM, but a line had already formed outside by 
4:50 PM on July 6 at the Glass City Pavilion in Toledo, Ohio. Guests eagerly 
secured their seats at the inaugural ‘Forty Fine & Fifty Fine’ Fashion Show, 
which mainly featured models who were proud to showcase themselves as 
being at or above the age of forty. 

Photographer Adonis Lavale and videographer Vontez Page captured foot-
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 The event began with a networking and shopping hour, which featured a 
variety of vendors. Da’Nelle Beauty, Youth Chef Erin Jai, GiftedHeart Serene 
Transportation, Dawn’s Defense and Kaptive Kreations had a variety of prod-
ucts to choose from. Meanwhile, DJ Jay Roc provided sounds to set the mood 
for the evening. 

The host for the night was WTOL11 television journalist TaTiana Cash, 
who opened the show with her co-hosts celebrity stylist, ReAnna Yvette and 
real estate agent, Valdy Perez. The show opener, veteran designer Even McK-
inney of EJM1 Sportswear, wowed the crowd with his fall collection. A cus-
tomized tribute jacket adorned with images of The Artist (formally known as 
Prince) was a hit and crowd favorite.

 Life coach Tazima Parrish spoke to the audience about women’s empower-
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lowing her rousing speech was the Cincinnati-based brand, LeCuir, owned by 
upcoming fashion designer Greg Lawrence. His line featured custom leather 
pieces, including corsets, jerseys, jogging sets, shorts and skirts. Former Ital-
ian football player and real estate investor, Nick Eyde, modeled a custom 
LeCuir t-shirt and bucket hat. 

SUBSTANCE USE DISORDERS IN YOUR BACKYARD 
RAISING AWARENESS, REMOVING STIGMA

Learn more about substance use disorder in our community and how 
you can access help for yourself or someone you care about at a series 
of free information sessions.

Wednesday, July 26
The effects of opiates on ethnic 
and racial minorities

Wednesday, Aug. 9
Treatment resources available in 
our community

Wednesday, Aug. 23
Spotting substance use and risk 
factors in adolescents

Wednesday, Aug. 30
COVID-19 effects on behavioral 
health and substance use

Scan the QR code for more program  
details from The University  
of Toledo Medical Center.  

All sessions are 6-7:30 p.m.
Frederick Douglass  
Community Center  
1001 Indiana Ave. 
Toledo, OH 43607

This program was made possible by Grant 
Number 1H79TI085753-01 from SAMHSA. Its 
contents are solely the responsibility of the 
author and to not necessarily represent the 
official views of SAMHSA. Funding provided 
through the Ohio Department of Mental Health 
and Addiction Services in partnership with the 
Ohio Commission on Minority Health. 

TaTiana Cash, the
evening’s host

CDK Creations CDK Creations

CDK Creations

Darryl Apparel Darryl Apparel

Darryl Apparel
EMJ1 Sportswear, Ltd EMJ1 Sportswear, Ltd

Freemade Freemade

House of Ginnie

Nick Eyde featuring 
LeCuir
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