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Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson

Celebrate Women’s History Month with the 
Toledo Library

Community Calendar
March 11-12
St. Paul MBC Men’s Weekend: Saturday – Drive-by Breakfast, 9 am to 
noon; Sunday – Service at 10:45 am, Rev. Mark Click guest speaker: 419-
246-2886

March 12
Indiana Avenue MBC Pastoral Anniversary: Rev. William Foster; 10:30 
am service – guest speaker Rev. James Morgan; 3:00 pm service – guest 
speaker Lonnie Anderson

March 14
NAACP General Membership Meeting; 7 pm; Jerusalem Baptist Church

March 19
NAACP Youth Council Meeting; 3 pm; Sanger Branch Library

manifestations in the new millennium, direct from the women who 
lived it.

A Taste of Ireland (http://events.toledolibrary.org/event/8051673) 
| (Tu) March 14 at Main Library from 6-7:30 p.m. | As part of a cul-
tural cooking series brought to you in partnership with Women of 
Toledo and Welcome TLC, explore cuisines from around the world!

Toledo Stories - Millie Benson (http://events.toledolibrary.org/
event/7196369) | (Th) March 23 at Point Place Branch from 1-2:30 
p.m. | WGTE presents The Storied Life of Millie Benson. With strong 
tied to Toledo, she is most famous for being a Nancy Drew ghost-
writer.

Pen to Pallete with the Toledo Museum of Art (http://events.to-
ledolibrary.org/event/7752460) | (Sa) March 25 at Toledo Museum 
of Art from 11a.m.-12 p.m. | Interested in the intersections of art 
and prose? Read a book, then meet in-person for a personalized 
tour featuring objects, arts and cultures from our chosen book.

The Toledo Library is celebrating Women’s History Month with a 
packed schedule of events and programs. In addition to the events 
below, every branch has created hands-on activities and book dis-
plays for this inclusion month.

The Future is Female (http://events.toledolibrary.org/
event/7040674) | (Th) March 2 at Main Library from 3-5 p.m. | As 
part of our Better Toledo series, Laura Maylene Walter talks about 
the influence women have on society.

Women’s History Month Kahoot Trivia (http://events.toledolibrary.
org/event/7751719) | (F) March 3 at Lagrange Branch from 4-5 p.m. | 
Who was the first American woman in space? Stop by and play Wom-
en’s History Month trivia to test your knowledge and learn new facts.

She’s Beautiful When She’s Angry (http://events.toledolibrary.
org/event/7671490) | (M) March 6 via Zoom | A provocative, rous-
ing and often humorous account of the birth of the modern women’s 
liberation movement in the late 1960s through to its contemporary 

Hicks-Hudson Condemns Passage of
Education Overhaul

Last week, state Senator Hicks-Hudson (D-Toledo) issued a state-
ment after the Ohio Senate voted along party lines to pass Senate 
Bill 1, which drastically limits the duties and function of the State 
Board of Education and Department of Education.

“Ohio’s education system has been based on the principle of ‘com-
mon schools’ and directed by the voters in local districts for almost 
two centuries,” said Sen. Hicks-Hudson. “This bill would remove 
their voices without any evidence that it will lead to an overall im-
provement in scholastic performance for Ohio children.”

S.B. 1 would transfer almost all 
the current powers and duties of 
the State Board of Education and 
the Superintendent of Public In-
struction to the new Department of 
Education and Workforce (DEW), 
which would be a cabinet-level 
agency. It would allow the Gover-
nor to appoint the director of the 
DEW. S.B. 1 also weakens home-
schooling regulations.

The bill is a politically motivat-
ed takeover of public education 
that Democrats believe will not 
serve Ohio’s students.

S.B. 1 now heads to the Ohio 
House of Representatives for con-
sideration.
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Call now!
1-844-334-8627
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solicitation including costs and limitations. This specifi c offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a provider 
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Lafe Tolliver

IT Is OK To Be White … But, What Kind of 
White?
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

It was, then and still is now, prophetic that the late scholar and his-
torian W.E.B. DuBois said that the major problem facing the 20th 
century will be the color line.

Again, we are reminded of the ongoing repercussions of racism in 
America when hundreds of newspapers quickly canceled the comic 
strip entitled Dilbert, written by Scott Adams. The rapid-fire cancel-
lations were due to Scott Adams stating that based upon a Rasmussen 
poll (its sampling techniques have been called into question) that pur-
portedly indicated that a slight majority of Black people thought that 
it was not “OK” to be White.

Scott’s response to that highly controversial (controversial in the 
sense that the Rasmussen poll is seen as a right-wing pollster) poll 
was: “Blacks are a hate group and my advice is for White people to 
stay the Hell away from Black people.”

Of course, when the firestorm over that comment hit the media and 
social platforms, Scott resorted to damage control mode, even stating 
that his income will vanish in the next few days due to the hundreds 
of cancellations of his comic strip; and of course the usual mea culpa, 
that he was not a racist.

 Well, I guess free speech is not totally free after all, for there are 
consequences when certain attitudes or beliefs are aired in public and 
if you are not willing to “go down with the ship” with them, you can 
face severe blowback.

Scott was on Hotep Jesus (a Black podcast/broadcaster) who asked 
Scott if he had ever read the biography of Malcolm X and he said, no. 
I daresay 95 percent of White Americans have not read the biography 
and much less any readings by Black authors on the state of race rela-
tions in America.

White America’s favorite default position for quoting a Black per-
son of noteworthy is of course, Martin Luther King Jr., and that quote 
is the worn and shiny penny of judging people by the content of their 
character and not their color.

Whenever White America gets jammed up or is flustered by a dis-
cussion of race, they quickly reach for that quote to show to their in-
quisitor (and for self-affirmation) that they are not racist

Of course, the history of America quickly, amply and steadfastly 
rebukes that trophy quote by doing a mere review of American history 
since the date of 1619 and onwards.

From that fateful year of 1619 when the first slave ships arrived 
on these United States and the American colonists devised a system, 
(built solely on race and to also mark and segment people by class), 
white privilege and standing in America has been seemingly forever 
established. For how does one separate a pool of ink from its submer-
sion into a pail of water? The concept of colorblindness left the station 
a long time ago! From the beginning of America’s unequal and uneven 
racial and class classifications, “White” has always been placed at 
the tip of the spear or the top of the pecking order and transgressors 
thereto need not apply for fair treatment.

White American history and some of its duplicitous White historians 
have depicted an America where the present order of privilege, class 
and race has its genesis and support from a White America behaving 
in ways that bespeak that any change to the existing social order will 
be only accomplished by or with momentous struggle, even replete 
with a Civil War, if so needed.

The shameful history of White America has been a covert and overt 
“jihad” against all persons of color whenever White privilege has 
been challenged.  Privileges based solely on one’s melanin and noth-
ing else.

 So, when the question is asked: “Is it OK to be White?”, the corol-
lary question that needs to be posited in the same breath is, “What 
kind of White?”

Is it a “White” that is peaceful, fair, honest, just and of good report? 
Is it a “White” that will humbly acknowledge its sins of omission and 
commission against people of color and will seek ways to amend the 
wrongs?

Is it a “White” that will 
form linkages with people of 
color to ensure that institu-
tions that perpetuate racism 
are reformed or are required 
to cease their existence?

But, more importantly, is 
it a “White” that, upon ret-
rospection and introspec-
tion, will share its perks, 
privileges and power with 
those whose time spent, and 
time served making America 
great, are entitled to partake 
of both the lean and the fat 
of America?

Yes, the onus and burden 
is upon White America to re-
calculate where it spends its time and treasures so as to make the 
singing of the Star Spangled Banner a reality and not a time waster at 
sporting events.

The same White Americans who love to quote Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr., amazingly fail to quote his other quip that Black America 
has a check that is due and payable to them, but the White American 
Bank won’t cash it.

The funds are there but the collective will is lacking to cash out the 
long overdue check.

The present danger is the gathering of race war clouds as seen in 
the empty debate about who is “woke” and the dastardly cultural wars 
being precipitated by an angry GOP and its anxiety ridden base being 
goaded on by the likes of Ron DeSantis and Donald Trump and his 
sycophants in Congress.

Voter suppression and racial gerrymandering are now in vogue again 
with the desired goal of people of color being squeezed into a corner 
of political and economic despair.     

So, is “White” OK? Sure… just as Black is OK and so are Indig-
enous People and Orientals and anyone else who will recognize the 
common humanity in each one of us and resolve that no one “color” 
has a lockbox on virtue, freedom and truth to the exclusion of the 
other.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at  tolliver@juno.com
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  ... continued on page 5

Ambrea Mikolajczyk: 2023 YWCA
Milestones Honoree for Business
By Asia Nail

The Truth Reporter

Over the next 15 years Ambrea had an illustrious career as a pharmaceutical 
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Ambrea Mikolajczyk... continued from page 4

...continued on page 6

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

property values in desolate communities, and owns and manages, with their 
team, nearly 200 apartments.

In the past 15 years, ARK has also renovated and preserved about nine multi-
family apartments — mostly in West Toledo and the Old West End. ARK 
Companies proudly partner with a healthy mix of both union and non-union 
local companies on their projects and have since the inception of their busi-
ness, shares Ambrea. “50 percent of our workforce are Black and 30 percent 
are women.”

“Women bring a unique perspective and skillset to the table, and our contri-
butions are essential for businesses to succeed in today’s global market,” says 
Ms. Mikolajczyk. Studies have shown that gender diversity in the workplace 
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without. 

ARK Restoration & Construction is perhaps best known for turning the old 
Wonder Bread bakery in Toledo’s Historic Vistula neighborhood into afford-
able luxury apartments. 

The Lofts at WB is a groundbreaking development in a historic neighbor-
hood that has long experienced disinvestment and structural barriers to capital 
and development. The apartments have 33 loft units (seven designated as af-
fordable units), full of natural light shining through large warehouse paned 
��������������������@����#�
����������������[�������������	���%#����*���������
steel trusses and all units are decked in the newest amenities.

“We hope it will attract additional investment and amenities to the com-
munity residents, many of whom are Black or other people of color, that have 
faced racial and economic inequities,” shares Ambrea.

The loft apartments also include in-building covered resident parking and 
breathtaking views of the Maumee River and Downtown Toledo skyline.

It was a huge undertaking but ARK’s team was undeterred. Rolling up their 
sleeves their team dove into the work, armed with passion and determination. 
“Day after day, they chipped away at the layers of neglect, revealing the hid-
den beauty and character of the building,” recalls Ambera.

As the weeks turned into months, the building began to take shape, its gran-
���
�����*���������
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columns stood tall and proud, metal trusses gleamed in the sunlight, the ceil-
ings and windows shone with new life.

With each passing day, The Lofts at WB increase the value of the surround-
ing properties, breathing new life into the entire neighborhood.  “It was a spe-
cial experience to take part in the Wander the Warehouse District tour,” shares 
Mrs. Mikolajczyk.  “It was exciting to take the community on a restoration 
journey they could witness with their own eyes.”  

Wander the Warehouse is the signature loft and business tour of Warehouse 
District buildings in downtown Toledo, OH.  After the event, people began to 
take notice, to see the beauty and potential of the once-forgotten building, and 
to appreciate the efforts ARK Restoration and Construction put into its restora-
tion.

Over the next several years ARK will be working on their second and third 
largest projects to date —

 East Toledo’s former Masonic Temple and two of downtown Toledo’s oldest 
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East Toledo has been in need of more affordable housing for seniors for 
some time now. Toledo’s 10-year housing plan, noted more than a third of our 
city’s seniors are cost-burdened. And much of the city’s existing housing op-
tions for them are old and low-quality.

The future of the old Wonderbread building

Kevin Mikolajczyk, Ambrea Mikolajczyk, Kaden Mikolajczyk, Karson 
Mikolajczyk, Rowan Mikolajczyk, Reagan Mikolajczyk

“We found a niche in historic buildings because they’re dirty, they’re nasty, 
they’re challenging, and not a lot of people want to do them,” says Ambrea.

“Our plans for the former Temple will transform the four-story historic 
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“We are also excited to be teaming up with Cincinnati developer, The Model 
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Together ARK and The Model Group presented a redevelopment proposal to 
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...continued on page 7Keith Burwell

transform historic buildings — two of downtown’s original skyscrapers. 
“Our proposal envisions beautiful apartments overlooking the city’s skyline 

and ground-level commercial spaces,” shares Ms. Mikolajczyk.
The properties combine 500,000 square feet and are part of Toledo’s historic 

Four Corners, the intersection of Huron Street and Madison Avenue, where 
all four original buildings remain today.

“The ARK Restoration & Construction team is honored to be a part of 
reimagining the 11-story Spitzer and 17-story Nicholas buildings,” shares 
Ambrea. “Our plans call for close to 400 apartments including 40,000 square 
feet of multi-purpose commercial space.”

With a keen eye for opportunity and a deep understanding of our com-
munity,  Ambrea Mikolajczyk and her team work tirelessly, negotiating with 
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Ambrea Mikolajczyk... continued from page 5 will become a reality.
“Our efforts are paying off, and soon, downtown will begin to transform 

back into a vibrant, thriving community full of families once priced out of 
the housing market, with safe comfortable homes to call their own,” says 
Ambrea.

ARK Companies hard work and dedication to the City of Toledo is far from 
over. The Mikolajczyk’s continue to push for change, advocating for policies 
that will promote equity and access for all. They know that their work is not 
just about bricks and mortar, but about building a better future for all.

When asked what being honored by the YWCA in the business sector  
means to her, Ms. Mikolajczyk says, My legacy is not just in the buildings 
we revitalize, but in the hope they inspire and the doors they open for genera-
tions to come. I will forever be humbled by this honor.

The YWCA Milestones: A Tribute to Women Awards Luncheon will be 
held on March 30 at 11:30 a.m. at the Glass City Center.

The Greater Toledo Community Foundation – 
50 Years of Service to the Community
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

The Greater Toledo Community Foundation is in the 
process of celebrating 50 years of service to the commu-
��������\����
����������������
����������������#�������<��
this area a better place to live.

“Everything we do starts with that word ‘community’ 
in our name,” says Keith Burwell, president and CEO of 
GTCF. “We did debate about the entire name but it was 
important to us to leave the word ‘community’ in there be-
cause everything we do is about our community – donors 

have created funds and it’s about our community. Our partners invest and there 
is a strategic partnership that helps us make things happen in the community.

“And then the community business leaders and when I say ‘business,’ it’s not 
=������
�#
�����*�����������}��
}#
�����	���
������������
�����������#
�*�����&

The GTCF began its efforts to solve problems within the community when 
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time the Foundation has given away over $310 million dollars through the use 
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Community Foundation... continued from page 6

of over 900 funds, says Burwell. (Alice Crosby Terhune, who lived in Toledo 
all her life, passed away in the early 1970s. In 1973, $145,000 from her father’s 
trust – created 45 years earlier – established the Walter E. Terhune Fund, the 
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The Foundation also delves into the arts and culture aspects of the commu-
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that arts add to the community, says Burwell.
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Over the past several years, the Foundation has ramped up its efforts in the 
diversity, equity and inclusion area.
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Collaboration is also a concern outside of the current Equity and Access 
Fund when it comes to smaller operations, he notes. There’s a concern for 
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 For the Equity and Access Fund, the next round, the fourth round, of appli-
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...continued on page 9

Back row (left to right): Rev. Cedric Brock, Brother James Easter, Sister 
Naomi Martin, First Lady Brooklynn Harris, First Lady Louise Parker, Min-
ister Angela Savage, Sister Beatrice Daniels, Rev. Travoy Horton, Elder Iva 
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First Lady Natalyn Newson, Sister Rose Perry, First Lady Celeste Mitch-
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Mother Frances Crenshaw, Rev. Janice Carson Hearn, DMin

Silent Soldiers Celebrated by Mt. Nebo 
Church
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

Mt. Nebo Baptist Church’s The Voice of Hope Outreach Ministry recog-
nized 19 individuals during a banquet held on Sunday, March 5 at Premier 
Banquet Hall on Heatherdowns in Toledo. These local individuals were ac-
<������	�������������������
����
�����
������������������Q��������
�*�������
to the community. The celebration host was Brother Larry Jones of Indiana 
Avenue Baptist Church and began with the entrance of the honorees. 

“We are excited to celebrate these outstanding citizens that do silent work 
in our community. These awesome people were selected by a committee, 
and we’re excited to tell them and show them in front of the community and 
their family, just how much we appreciate their work. These silent soldiers 
�
���	����	����
�������@������������*��<�����*����������������������������
these silent solders of God thank you,” shared Rev. Cedric Brock, pastor of 
Mt. Nebo Baptist Church.

“This is an awesome honor. It’s women’s history month and it’s an honor to 
be surrounded by all of these women, who have come together today as silent 
solders,” shared First Lady Natalyn Newson, honoree.

@��� [\[�� £����� ��� ��#�� ����
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��������� �����
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���
Whaley-Buford, Mother Frances Crenshaw, Sister Beatrice Daniels, Brother 
James Easter, Sister Annette Hannibal, First Lady Brooklynn Harris, Rev. 
Janice Carson Hearn, PhD, Sister Viola Hobbs, Rev. Travoy Horton, Sister 
Debra Jelks, Elder J. M. McKinney, Sister Naomi Martin, First Lady Celeste 
Mitchell, First Lady Natalyn Newson, First Lady Louise Parker, Sister Rose 
Perry, Minister Angela Savage, and First Lady Donna Trail.

Immediately following the standing ovation and loud applaud for each of 
the honorees and also a plaque. The plaque read, “Silent Foot Solder Award 

for your outstanding and faithful support as a spirit-lifter.” The program con-
tinued with invocation delivered by Bishop Christopher Rowell the pastor of 
The Refreshing Place, dinner, and a special presentation. Toledo City Coun-
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Pastor Brock with a small portion of 
the sock donations
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Silent Soldiers... continued from page 8

cilwoman Cerssandra McPherson and Councilwoman Vanice Williams pre-
sented a proclamation to Voice of Hope.

“It’s an honor to assist Pastor Brock and The Voice of Hope Outreach Min-
istry in recognizing silent heroes. I commend the effort and the thought, we 
have so many people in our community that are working behind the scenes 
that rarely receive recognition for the work they are doing and the change 
that they are making in our community. Councilwoman Vanice and myself 
have put together a resolution recognizing the service of the outreach minis-
try at Mt. Nebo Baptist Church,” said McPherson.

“I’m happy to be here and support Pastor Brock and Mt. Nebo’s The Vi-
sion of Hope Outreach Ministry. It’s always a great thing to recognize those 
heroes that nobody knows about. So often we focus on those in front of the 
camera or in front of the lights, but there are so many people that have to 
complete the behind-the-scenes work to keep those lights shinning. I’m so 
glad to be here with my colleague, Councilwoman McPherson to celebrate 
these deserving individuals,” said Williams.

The banquet continued with musical selections by First Lady Debra Brock 
of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church, instrumental music performed by Kalvin 
Hughes Jazz Trio, greetings by program partners, and a special presenta-
tion to the honorees by Sister Geraldine Scrutchins of St. Paul A.M.E. Zion 
Church. 

Of the 62 partners, several were individuals, companies, faith-based insti-
������������������������������������������#�
���
������	
��������*
�����##�
-
tunity to address the audience including Dale-Riggs Funeral Home, Family 
Foods, J’Maes Home Cooking, Northwest Baptist Association, Toledo Mus-
lim Association and Judge Nicole Khoury.

The banquet is the 21st annual program. The Voice Hope Outreach Minis-
try was envisioned by Rev. Cedric Brock, pastor of Mt. Nebo Baptist Church 
which is located on North Detroit Ave. and for over 17 years has sponsored 
numerous banquets to recognize unsung local heroes from throughout the 
city. 

Over the course of the ministry’s 17 year history, several community ac-

Councilwomen Cerssandra 
McPherson and Vanice Williams

tivities have been organized including: a radio ministry heard on 1520 AM 
and 95.7 FM since 1996, Adopt a Haircut ministry which is held at Poor 
Clark’s Barbershop which offers free haircuts for youth once per month, 
Adopt a Belt Outreach Ministry which provides free belts, Coat-give-a-way 
in partnership with Macy’s Department Store where approximately 200 coats 
were donated, Good Friday Ham give-a-way, Back to School give-a-way, a 
weekly broadcast on NOW network, advocating for mental health issues and 
providing mentoring tools for a successful life. In addition to honoring the 
silent solders, socks were donated to local children.

“Last year we gave away 1,200 socks and this year we’re giving away 
2,500 socks. Important because it’s important that our babies have clean 
socks,” shared Rev. Brock.

Lucas County Children
Services Selects 
Executive Director 
Candidate

The Lucas County Children Services (LCCS) Board of Trustees has se-
lected Randall Muth, executive director of Mahoning County Children 
Services, as its preferred candidate to serve as the agency’s next executive 
director. Muth and the board will now begin the process of negotiating an 
employment contract.

Muth joins LCCS with 24 years of experience in child protection in Ohio. 
He began his career in 1999 as an attorney supervisor in the children ser-
vices division of the Stark County Department of Job and Family Services 
and became the executive director of Wayne County Children Services in 
2006. He has spent the past decade as the executive director of Mahoning 
County.

“Mr. Muth offers child protection experience in progressively larger 
agencies across the state, making him the right person at the right time to 
lead Lucas County Children Services,” said LCCS Board President Kathy 
£��>������"���
�������������������*�����������������������	������������
��
of community collaboration,” she added.

Muth has a juris doctorate from the University of Akron and spent a few 
years in private practice. He earned a bachelor’s degree in psychology 
from Kent State University. Mr. Muth is also a U.S. Army veteran.

Muth has taken an active role in the Public Children Services Associa-
tion of Ohio (PCSAO), serving as a past trustee, secretary, and chair of 
the legislative committee. He has participated in several state and regional 
#������������������Q������������������
��#
���������������

Donna Seed, LCCS’ social services director, has been serving as LCCS’ 
interim executive director since November 2022, following the retirement 
of Robin Reese.
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  ... continued on page 11

Five Super Fun Activities That Get Kids
Excited to Learn
Special to The Truth

Looking for activities for kids that offer some educational value? The good 
����������������������������������
������������
���
��������������	����������
����������	���������}�	��<�����%�������*�������
���	������������������
����

]��"��������+�	���'������
���+��
����#�������	�*����	����������%#��
��
�������
��������������	���������
�����������	�������Q���
������������������
����
����������
������	���	������*��}���������
���������������������������-
��	���{���������������	������>��
��	������������������
������
�������
�-
����>�����������<�$�������������������	�������
���"�������#��������������<�
��<���"����������������������������@���������������<������
�����������-
�
����*�������	�����	���
�������������������	�����	��������
����<�����	�����

����*�����������
���
	�����#����
����"�����#����[\\%���	������������������

�������
����#���<���������*���������*�����������������'���#��
�}���}�����
�����
��������� ��
�����������	������	��� ���� ���������	���������>�������
�����������������������<����#�������
�<������	��������������

[��_�����	���������������������������*��
�#����������*��<�����������������*�
����
��	� ����������� ��
� ����
� 
�����	� ������ ���� ����
������@���� ��������������
	
�����������#
���������������	�������������
���
�������������#�������	�
����
�
*���������
��������*
�
��

�������	���	��%#��
�
�������
�����������
��������������
�����	����������������
+�	���'������
������*���
������#�
�	������	������������������
���������#�
�����������
����������
���	�	��*�������%#�
����������#����������	��	�������-
��
�������������	��	
�#������*������������
����
��	����	�}>���������{����-
����������
��	��������	
�������������
������������������������}��������������

����������
���<�������������

����������#
��������*����
�����
�������	��������
��
�����
��	����
��������������
�������������@�������������#��������
�������
	���������%#��
������	��*����������	�����
��������������������
�����"��������
�����������

������}*�������������������#�
�������������������<���������#-
�
�	����������
��%#�
��������������<�����
���	�����

��������
�	��<�������*����������
����������������������
������������*-
��
�#����� ��� �� �������	����������	���� =���� ��
� ������ ����� ��� �@���"��<�
�����
�&�@�����������%���������������*���������*���
�����������	�	��	�<�������
�������
��	�������*=�����}}��
��������
�������
������������������	���
������
}}������������������##
�#
�������
�����
��	��

��������
����������������
��������������}��}�����<������	��#������	��������-
�
��	��������#�������������
�����	��������������������������
�����
���������
����������
<�
�����
�������������
����
�#�����������	������*
�������#�#�
�
#���������������*��
���������	�����
��������������	��������������������������
��������������
������
�����������
�������������

Courtesy StatePoint

Lifelong Learning 
March Classes
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Lifelong Learning... continued from page 10

Robert Smith (l.) and Durant introduce the booklet

... continued on page 12
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

history, this beverage is often mistakenly called a wine because of its ap-
pearance and alcoholic content, however, it is made in a process known as 
multiple parallel fermentation, in which a grain (rice) is converted from 
starch to sugar followed by conversion to alcohol.

This class will delve into the details of how sake producers use this meth-
od of production, the history of the beverage, serving techniques, and the 
quality levels. We will taste 6 examples and please feel free to bring foods 
to pair.

~����������*��<������{�
�������#������������"���������#�
�������������-
eran of our local wine industry.
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Instructor: Dr. Christopher Williams
3:30 – 5:00 PM,
Mondays, March 13 – 27 (3 weeks) – offered exclusively online
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born but had a guiding hand in the same trends of cinema the others helped 
shape.
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composers worked collaboratively with directors and studio music teams, 
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1:00 – 3:45 PM, with a generous break.
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our class will explore the momentous decade of the forties. While poet 
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marked in nearly equal measures by enormous courage and cowardice, 
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Through these, history and culture are mirrored. Time traveling together 
will be exciting!
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etry for twenty-seven years at UT and continues to practice law and write 
poetry today.
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Ella P. Stewart Academy Students Celebrate 
Ella P. Stewart the Toledo Heroine
The Truth Staff
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published for grade school students which includes review questions, an es-
say question and a coloring section.
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TPS Superintendent Romules Durant, EdD reading to the students
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Lifelong Learning... continued from page 11

Instructor: Dr. Dwayne Beggs
1:00 – 2:00 PM
Thursdays, March 16 – April 13 (5 weeks)
George Armstrong Custer earned a place in US history for the stinging 

embarrassment of the Battle of Little Bighorn and Custer’s Last Stand. 
Yet Custer had a colorful and distinguished career before this. At West 
��������������
�>������������#����������
����%#�����������������������-
ished last in his graduating class. However, during the Civil War Custer 
distinguished himself in multiple battles, rising quickly through the 
ranks. As major general, Custer’s cavalry units were crucial in blocking 
the movements of General Lee’s retreating forces which helped has-ten 
his surrender at Appomattox and the end of war. Learn the history of this 
remarkable man!

Dr. Dwayne Beggs has taught popular classes on many military con-
Q�������
��������	����
���	�

Dr. Beggs earned a M.A. and a Ph.D. in U.S. Diplomatic History from 
BGSU. He also holds an M. Div. and served as a Youth Pastor / Associate 
Pastor for 22 years.

History of Poland – 10th Century to the 16th Century
Instructor: Tom Sorosiak
10:00 – 11:00 AM
Tuesdays, March 21 – April 11 (4 weeks)

��	�����	�����������
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����	���������������������¥]\��������
���-
��	����������
����������������*������������
��	��]�¥¥�������������������
class will be a presentation of how events like wars, religion, kings, and 
culture impacted the lives of the people and the development of every 
aspect of the Polish nation.

Islamic Art
Instructor: Chris Rilling
1:00 – 3:00 PM
Wednesday, March 22

��
��	��� ��Q������� *�� ���� �������	�� ��� +��������� �������� �
�� ��-
compasses traditions from a wide range of lands, periods of history and 
genres since the 7th century. Traditionally non-representational, it uses 
plant forms, calligraphy and geometric patterns to embellish sur-faces 
from small objects to large buildings.

Chris Rilling is both an educator and artist. After receiving a master’s 
in art education from the University of Toledo, Chris taught art and art 
history at Owens Community College and North-view High School.

Art and Classical Music in the 20th Century
Instructor: David Enstone
¥$�\���]]$\\�'+
Thursdays, March 23 – April 6 (3 weeks)

During the 20th century both the Arts and Classical Music worlds 
���������
�����������������
��
������������������������������������������
and to what extent, these two worlds changed, and how sometimes they 
��Q������� ����� ����
�� @��� ������� ������ ����� ������ �#���������� ��� ����
evolution of the US Abstract Expressionist Art Movement with an analy-
sis of the works and lives of the artists Mark Rothko, Clyfford Still and 
���<}���������<��@��������������������������������������������
<���������
composers Maurice Ravel, Gustav Holst, and Philip Glass.

David Enstone has previously taught classes on the Cotswolds, New 
Mexico, the United Kingdom, and classical guitar for Lifelong Learning.

The Papacy: The Best, Worst, and Most Important
Instructor: L. Paul Hood, Jr., JD, LL.M.
10:00 – 11:30 AM
Fridays, March 24 – 31 (2 weeks)

The papacy is the oldest, longest-continuously running institution in 
the world. Of the 266 Popes who have occupied the Cathedra Petri (Chair 
of St. Peter), some have been exceptional, e.g., Pope St. Gregory I the 
Great and Pope St. John Paul II the Great, while others have been forget-
table to downright awful. Dis-cover the best and worst ten Popes and the 
compelling evidence for these selections. The second-class meeting will 
reveal ten close calls, turning points, and transformational events in the 
history of the papacy.

A native of Louisiana, Paul Hood obtained his undergraduate and law 
degrees from Louisiana State University and an LL.M. in taxation from 
Georgetown University Law Center before settling down to practice tax 
and estate planning law in the New Orleans area. Paul has taught at the 
University of New Orleans, Northeastern University, The University of 
Toledo College of Law and Ohio Northern University Pettit College of 
Law. A passionate history buff, Paul is a self-described amateur papal 
historian (boasting a personal library of papal history books that exceeds 
100), and has given numerous speeches about the history of the papacy 
and the popes.

Old Masters of Baroque Art
Instructor: Sharon Havelak
1:00 – 2:30 PM
Friday, March 24
Baroque art is known for exuberant extravagance, ornate details, and 

theatrical lighting. Yet within this style are three distinct approaches. Ex-
plore the when, why, who and how of the three variations to better under-
stand this grand art.

Snapshot: A Brief History of Photography
Instructor: Kristin Baldeschwiler
3:00 – 5:00 PM,
Thursdays, March 30 – May 4 (6 weeks)
Photographs capture moments in time, and this class will explore the 

��=�
���������������������
�����#����	
�#����
�������]¥�����
��	������
21st century. You will learn about the development of cameras and the 
printing processes developed by early photographers.

You will also meet the photographers who established and expanded 
this art form and ex-amine the iconic images that have made an enduring 
impact.

Instructor Kristin Baldeschwiler received her BA in Art History from 
Lourdes University, works at St. Vincent Medical Center, and is the artist/
owner of Baldeschwiler Art & Design, LLC.
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Calkins Creek
$18.99 each

40 pages each

Faith-based Organization... continued from page 16
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Women’s History Month Books for Kids by 
various authors
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Girls can do anything boys can do.
But you knew that, right?  Well, once 

upon a time, almost nobody believed it, 
which is why, in March, we celebrate the 
accomplishments that women made when 
very few people thought they could. Here 
are some great picture books to learn 
more...

After you read The Brilliant Calculator: How Mathematician Edith 
Clarke Helped Electrify America by Jan Lower, illustrated by Susan 
Reagan (Calkins Creek, $18.99), you might think that something doesn’t 
add up. 

Edith Clarke loved numbers – she was fascinated by them – but all the 
grown-ups said that “Girls belong on the farm.” Lucky for all of us, Edith 
never paid attention to that. She ignored everyone, went to college, and 
then she became a teacher and a “human computor” for an engineering 
�
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wonder how things work, this book is excellent.

��
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�������#������������������¬�� 
Josephine and Her Dishwashing Machine by Kate Hannigan, illustrat-
ed by Sarah Green (Calkins Creek, $18.99) is a great book to have. It’s the 

story of one woman and a sink full of broken dishes. Josephine Cochrane 
hated that her good dishes were chipped and scratched almost as much as 
she hated washing them by hand. That chore took her away from doing the 
things she actually wanted to do. But the one thing Josephine believed was 
�������
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�������
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�������
like to tinker and invent, and for those who want to improve the world.

Here’s another book for the kid who wants to make a difference: A Take-
Charge Girl Blazes a Trail to Congress: The Story of Jeannette Rankin 
��� ����	
��� ������� ������������ ��� ����		�� ����� (Calkins Creek, 
�]¤�¥¥���������������
�������
������������	��������������������������
����
at home in Montana, so she traveled to California where she worked to help 
people in poverty. Her heart broke because of the children, and she vowed 
to do something. This led her around the country, working for the right for 
women to vote – and when she went home to Montana, she discovered that 
she still had work to do. But Jeannette Rankin was a can-do kind of woman 
���� ������������ ��
���
<����� �� �������¬�@���� ��� �� 	
���� *��<� ��
� ����	�
activists, budding politicians, and for little girls who want to help others.

Any and all of these great books are for kids around age four to about age 
seven. They’re inspirational, colorfully illustrated, interesting, and histori-
cally true but if they aren’t what you’re looking for this Women’s History 
Month, be sure to ask your favorite librarian or bookseller for help. They 
�������#�������������������������������
�����
�<�����
���
��������������=����
something they can do.

“This is truly a special occasion. There is a special joy when we of dif-
ferent denominations can gather together to celebrate together,” said Rev. 
Barger.

“We celebrate black history month every day. We celebrate because we 
know whose shoulders we stand on,” said Rev. Butler.

The service continued with Rev. Lee Williams of Search-Lite Commu-
nity Baptist Church, who read the introduction of the featured program 
�#��<�
�������#���
���������
�����
������#����
�����
���"�~�����
�������
the program’s featured speaker. 

“We thank God who brought us here for Kingdom business. Let’s talk 
about, enough is enough,” said Bishop Sheares during the opening of his 
sermon. He connected the story of Rosa Parks, who sparked the Civic 
Rights Movement, when she was arrested for not giving up her seat on the 
bus to a white passenger. “Rosa was tired. She worked a full day, her feet 
were tired. Enough was enough. As we face challenges, sooner or later we 
will say enough is enough.”

The service concluded with special recognitions of Chief Derrick Diggs, 
former Toledo Police chief, posthumously; Romules Durant, EdD, the TPS 
Superintendent; Toledo Police Department Lucas County Sheriffs; Broth-
�
��`������
�������� �����������������������'
������������'	��	 �����_�*-
in Reese, former executive director of Lucas County Children Services. 

The special presentation was presided over by program church Rev. Otis 
Gordon, DMin, closing remarks delivered by IMA President, Rev. Cedric 
Brock, DMin, and benediction by Bishop Sheares.

“Our task is to recognize just a few great people in this city of Toledo that 
made Toledo what it is,” Rev. Gordon

“Everyone that did a part on this program, did an awesome job. We work 
together as a team within the IMA,” shared Rev. Brock. 
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CLASSIFIEDS   
POSITION AVAILABLE

ACCOUNTANT
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), a non-profit law 
firm that provides free, high-quality civil legal assistance to peo-
ple living in poverty, seeks an Accountant to provide services for 
ABLE and its partner, Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO). 
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ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places a high value on 
diversity in our workplace, including diversity in race, ethnicity, gen-
der, sexual orientation, age, and physical ability. Applicants requiring 
accommodation for the interview/application process should contact 
the Recruitment Coordinator at ablejobs@freelawyers.org.

INVITATION AND INSTRUCTION TO INTERESTED
LEGAL FIRMS
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Sophie Giviyan
Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority

1127 W. Central Avenue
P.O Box 792

Toledo 43697-0792
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���Sophie Giviyan, sgiviyan@tarta.com

ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR & FINANCE
DIRECTOR
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REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS – WEB-BASED

APPLICATION PROGRAM
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Call to place your ad:  

419-243-0007

www.TheTruthToledo.com



��������	
��
���
	��

... continued on page 13

Bishop Sheares

Faith-based Organization Hosts Black
History Program
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

The Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance (IMA) of Toledo and Vi-
cinity hosted a community-wide Black History program on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 26 at 4:00 p.m. FreshWIND Church served as host church of the 
interfaith service. 
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praise and worship teams of First Church of God and FreshWIND sang 
various selections. The service continued with the entire congregation sing-
ing the Black National Anthem. Rev. TK Barger, DMin, of First Unitarian 
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Shirley Sparks led the prayer and Rev. Eric Butler of First Church of God 
delivered the statement of purpose.

Praise and Worship Team
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EMPOWER. INFLUENCE. ENCOURAGE.

FATHERHOOD
CONNECTION

CALL (419) 841-7701 
BECOME YOUR CHILD’S HERO.

Parenting Classes

Create Economic Stability

Employment Assistance

For more information on Zepf Center please visit www.zepfcenter.org

Gift Card Incentive provided 
for participation


