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... continued on page 7

Beacon Place Apartments’ Residents Face 
Deteriorating Living Conditions
By Sean Nestor

The Truth Contributor

In 2021, deplorable living conditions at the 
Greenbelt Place Apartments attracted the attention 
of U.S. Representative Marcy Kaptur and the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development. 
This followed several years of unheard pleas for 
action from residents and advocacy groups alike 
pointing out severe neglect of the property by its 
out-of-state owner. 

- Stray animals including rats and cats loitering on the property;
- Maintenance work not being done properly;
- Maintenance work taking excessively long to complete;
- Ignoring plumbing issues, including a water main break that lasted for 
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- Not washing the building exteriors or replacing carpeting in units;
������
���	������������	
����
����
�	��������
���	�
����������
- Not shoveling or salting paved walkways around the complex;
- Refusing to provide wheelchair ramps or handrails for disabled tenants 

unless the tenant pays for both installation and removal.
Many tenants I spoke with stated that they wouldn’t mind the rent increas-

es and extra charges if they had something to show for it. 
“Every month the rent goes up. This month, it was up $40 even though I’m 

using less. Every month it increases because of the sewer, trash, and water 
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are loose - there are a lot of repairs they need to make. They keep going up 
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enough that they began talking to each other about what could be done. Dur-
ing a meeting in September of 2020 of about 20 tenants on a shared lawn 
in front of their units, property manager Samantha Teets placed a 911 call 
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arrived, they found a peaceful assembly that the tenants were within their 
rights to hold; however, the experience had a chilling effect on future gather-
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Some tenants persisted regardless, and, with the help of Advocates for Ba-
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nmeetings resumed in September of 2021, a full year later; this yielded the 
formation of a tenants’ union, the Beacon Place Tenant Council, that No-
vember. Armed now with a formal structure, the tenant union surveyed the 
tenants about which issues they considered the most pressing.

At the top of the list were the water bills. Though most apartment complex-
es don’t charge for water, Beacon Place does. The cost also tended to increase 
each month, and management would react with hostility when pressed why. 
The formula used to determine what each unit would be charged supposedly 
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of people on the lease; however, neighboring residents where all three were 
the same were getting billed different amounts.

Seeking Relief
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Toledo City Council enacted an ordinance amending Toledo Municipal Code 
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unless each individual unit has its own meter. This allows each tenant to 
know exactly how much water they consumed and, by extension, what they 
should be charged. At Beacon Place, all 200 units are connected to a single 
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was unconstitutional. This put the City’s law department on the same team 
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their landlord.
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worn carpeting replaced; and a new, friendlier manager was installed in the 
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to settle the lawsuit outside of court began, providing the tenant

council with an opportunity to negotiate for solutions to other problems
not brought up in the lawsuit.
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south. An attorney for the City of Toledo announced that the administration 
had no plans to enforce TMC 933.06, agreed with the lawyers representing 

St. Paul MBC Men’s 
Weekend!

St. Paul Missionary Baptist will hold its Annual Men Day weekend 
on Saturday and Sunday, March 11 and 12, 2023. The Kickoff will be a 
Drive-By Breakfast on Saturday, March 11, from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. 
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you can get a full breakfast and leave your donation. 

Sunday beginning at 10:45 a.m. will be our Annual Day with Rev. Mark 
Click, the Executive Minister for ABC/OHIO will be the speaker. The 
men’s theme this year is “Men of God Allowing the Spirit of God to Direct 
��
���Q���&������>�W�����������@>_F����Q�
��
����
���	�<��������������6�-
�����W
�
%�����������������
������������������#�`@F�>`L�>jjL�

=����#�)������%��
	�3��
!��'���������"�q������������
�����������	�������
������
������
������
��
��	
��������
�������������

Less than a mile north on Cherry Street, residents of the Beacon Place
Apartments are sounding the alarm about similar problems. Beacon Place 

is a 200-unit complex on the outskirts of downtown Toledo where a large 
percentage of the tenants are elderly and Black. Many have rented there for 
20-30 years. 

Ever since an anonymous entity bought the complex in 2016 and hired 
W���
�#���	�����%��
	�)
��*
��'����
�
�����������
���
�����
��"#��
��-
dents have complained of constant rent increases, deteriorating buildings and 
mistreatment by management.

Rising Costs, Declining Quality
Beacon Place is home to several residents who have been long-term rent-

ers.
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dented levels of negligence and abuse.
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ways about the money and never the repairs. I’ve lived here almost 20 years 
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Issues corroborated by multiple tenants include:
  - Charging several fees on top of rent, including water, sewer, trash collec-

tion, common area electricity, and an administrative fee each month;
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pany pays in utilities and how each renter’s bill is calculated;
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surance plan without informing them;
- Pushing tenants to use an online billing system instead of allowing them 

to receive paper bills;
��:�	
���	�	�������O
��������
���%%�
	����������
������������!���
������
-  Little to no groundskeeping resulting in trash strewn across common 

areas;
- Little or no landscaping resulting in overgrown bushes and tree branches 

obscuring windows;
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Lafe Tolliver

Gun Violence … It’s a Family Affair?
By Lafe Tolliver, Esq

Guest Column

What more can be elucidated and articulated about the ravages of gun 
violence that have become an ongoing nightmare for so many commu-
nities across the country?

How many more special reports and mayors’ recommendations need 
to be issued and analyzed before serious implementation takes place?

How many more fathers and mothers and siblings must moan and wail 
and grieve because someone takes out his inner rage or hostility by the 
use of a firearm on strangers or on family members?

America has a long-standing history of having an intense and raptur-
ous love affair with all things that can fire a projectile and kill a person.

It is only in America that the gun has been elevated to god-like rever-
ence by those who believe that their identities are partially entwined 
with a gun on their hip or a rapid fire rifle in their closet.

Americans buy millions of gun each year and there are no significant 
findings that this gun buying trend is fading away. Too many Americans 
believe that it is the gun, their gun, which saves them from unwanted 
governmental tyranny and unknown lurking masses who are waiting for 
their chance to rob, steal and slay them.

The psyche of America regarding guns was and is being fed by a 
pseudo propaganda machine that whispers to them that their guns are a 
sacred right and they should hold them close and dear to them.

Their interpretations of the 2nd Amendment to the US Constitution 
inform them that they have an unassailable right to pack a gun (not ac-
counting for hunting purposes and gun sports).

And if any government agency or court says otherwise, the cry goes 
up that the Deep State is trying to take away their guns and submit them 
to authoritarian rule. Thus, they believe that any gun regulation has the 
seed to result in them being forced to turn in all of their guns and the 
manufacturing of more guns will be strictly regulated by the federal 
government.

It seems that every sociologist, psychologist and politico has the an-
swer for the gun problem which has resulted in America being one of 
the most dangerous countries on the globe to live in with so many un-
regulated guns in the hands of suspect and dubious people.

I say it is morally and mentally unstable people who are engaged in 
such mass carnage who do not value other human beings as worthy of 
living; and those who are not morally compromised would not engage 
in the absolute senseless violence we see practically every day in this 
shooting gallery called America.

American history is fat and greasy with documented histories of bru-
tal slaughters of Indigenous persons, people of color and those who are 
deemed expendable by means of  gunfire.

American history has repeatedly shown that from the time of the 
founding of this now troubled land, that the gun was the deciding factor 
as to who lived or died and who ate or who starved, regardless of merit.

Even our cartoons indoctrinate young kids to pick up a gun and shoot 
someone, all in jest of course (?) and currently, the most popular video 
games involve wreaking havoc by blistering gunfire on those others or 
the “enemy.”

The West was won by the glories of cowboys and gun toting heroes 
who won the argument or settled the score by being a crackerjack 
shooter. I am surprised that there is not a grand and gigantic monument, 
bigger than the Statute of Liberty,  to pay homage to the glories of the 
six shooter!

Legislation seemingly cannot be passed fast enough across many 
states that are nullifying any laws that would restrict the issuance of 
gun permits, background checks, red flag laws and the licensing of au-
tomatic weapons.

My riff on the gun violence? Simple. Unless there is continuous inter-
vention with dysfunctional households using social services, education-
al services, peer and mentor counseling, the continuing gun violence 
will go unabated.

Early determinations and interventions are needed by family mem-
bers, juvenile courts, pastors, social agencies, and peer groups who 
have observed anti-social behavior in a person, to identify and refer 
that person to an advocacy agency or nothing will materially change.

The family is still the nucleus of a society and if its member parts are 
out of kilter; and if  an identified anti-social person is not given a forced 

“time out” to determine their so-
cial health and how to curtail 
their negative social behavior, all 
is lost.

Until the greater society deter-
mines that human life is more 
valuable than selling a few more 
violent video games and the need 
to take steps to eliminate anti-
social postings on social media, 
all is lost.

Until we adjudged poverty 
and ignorance as public enemies 
number one and two and seek 
ways to strangle their hold over 
too many lives that need to be 
fortified with a positive message, all is lost.

Until we tame the powerful gun lobby and support legislation that 
curtails the easy availability of guns and invest in mental health pro-
grams for the distressed, all is lost.

Until we vigorously support families and give them a clear path for 
assistance by giving them a firm support platform by which to success-
fully economically manage their family members and deter them from 
a life of crime or the use of a gun, all is lost.

If we as a collective society are not willing to put in the money and 
resources and change our way of thinking about the proliferation of 
guns and how to identify troublesome personalities, all is lost.

The above can be done but unless there is a national collective will-
ingness to do so, all is lost.

Such a national resolve should have been initiated in the 1950s and 
1960s but entities that exploit people and causes for the sake of the 
sale of guns, lobbied against such measures because too many unstable 
people have been inculcated with the erroneous belief that their life is 
better with a gun.

Contact Lafe Tolliver at tolliver@juno.com
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Greater Toledo Community Foundation
Offers $50,000 in Support of TARTA’s Youth 
Summer Blast Pass Program
Special to The Truth

projects, and for valuing the youth of our community by helping them get to 
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honoring the past, celebrating the present and equipping future generations 
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TARTA provides a vital link in the Toledo metro area to jobs, education, 
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Laura Koprowski, TARTA CEO

A partnership between the Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority (TAR�
TA) and Greater Toledo Community Foundation will increase mobility, em�
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youth take advantage of everything northwest Ohio has to offer in the sum�
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Keith Burwell and his team for their hard work on this and so many other 

TPS Superintendent Romules Durant, EdD; WLSD Superintentdent Kadee 
Anstadt, EdD; Keith Burwell, GTCF President; Mary Morrison, TARTA Board 

President
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  ... continued on page 9

... continued on page 8

Toledo African 
American Chamber 
Hosts Black Business 
Mixer 
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

Toledo African American Chamber of Commerce (TAACC) held a Busi-
ness Mixer at TolHouse Social Club on Friday, February 17. The mixer 
opened and closed with networking opportunities where members were en-
couraged to bring digital and physical business cards to participate in net-
work enrichment, camaraderie, and build connections.

“Our mission is to accelerate economic development and entrepreneurship 
within African American communities of Toledo Northwest Ohio. That’s the 
bottom line,” said Roy Hodge, TAACC President.

A portion of the mixer was dedicated to sharing and announcing informa-
tion about the Small Business Growth Collaborative Model (BGC), resourc-
es available to members and explain two standing programs. TAACC Stand-
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Holds Third Annual 
Business Brunch Vision 
Board Social Event
By Fletcher Word

The Truth Editor

The third annual Business Brunch Vision Board Social Event, held 
by TaShara Brown’s Confidence in a Cup, was held on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 25 at The Bay, a gathering spot at The Docks.

“I got a vision to do an event to bring others together and manifest 
their dreams,” said Brown as she opened the speaking and fashion 
portion of the afternoon’s brunch. “The business brunch vision board 
social event was created. I began to invest into small business owners 
who wanted the confidence and resources to excel. Over the past three 
years we have helped hundreds of business owners with resources 
and development in every area of entrepreneurship – from financial 
literacy, business funding to mentorship.”

Saturday’s event at The Bay began with a brunch buffet, once again 
prepared by Chef Michael Gaston. The chef had prepared a buffet 
that included shrimp & grits, assorted Danish, bagels and spreads, as-
sorted fruit, a salad bar, fresh vegetables, sesame cilantro ginger rice, 
teriyaki glazed chicken breast, honey garlic salmon, vegetable medley 
stir fry along with an assortment of cupcakes, cheesecake and cookies.

During the course of the event, vendors offered their products and 

TaShara Brown
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Congressional Black Caucus Praises Biden 
Administration for Racial Justice Agenda
Special to The Truth

The Congressional Black Caucus applauded President Biden on Thursday 
for policies that it said have helped address systemic racial inequities.

In a press call with members of the administration’s Building Back Together 
initiative, CBC Chairman Rep. Steven Horsford (D-Nev.) discussed how poli-
��
����!
���
���
������:
	�������6�����	���
�%�����������������������
�������O
�
%

���O
���
������"�������O
�����7���!�6�
�������

“This is all about jobs, small businesses and community impact in all of 
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nities,” Horsford said. “We have been intentional to address racial equity in a 
way that really does ensure that communities that have historically been left 
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energy bills — a major success for Black families, who on average face 64 
percent higher energy burden than white families.

The infrastructure act, Horsford added, has been critical in cleaning Super-
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families who are less likely to have access to high speed internet than white 
families, he touted.
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“We don’t want people to have to come to a governmental agency to get 
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Horsford said. “That’s what we’ve told the administration quite honestly, is use 
the Congressional Black Caucus and our relationships in our communities to 
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what happens when we put people over politics.”
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vance his racial justice agenda.
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served Communities Through the Federal Government — is designed to ad-
dress systemic barriers that hold communities of color back from prospering. It 
included addressing civil rights discrimination in technologies, pushing agen-
cies to improve community engagement and working with rural communities 
to build community wealth.

[...]

“We’ve got a lot more work ahead. But we’re proud of the progress that 
we’re making and we want all of our constituents to know that this is what we 
do when we put people over politics,” Horsford told reporters on Thursday.
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The Dorr Street Project -- “History the
Perfect Gift”
By Robert Smith, President, African American Legacy Project

Guest Column

Beacon Place Apartments... continued from page 2
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Justice Delayed
Many tenants were upset when they heard that the city had killed their 
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The City of Toledo promotes itself as looking out for the interests of rent-
ers, who now comprise nearly half of the city’s population according to the 
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James Mann, Mann Insurance; Vince and Pathy Davis, State Farm Insurance; 
Vanessa Avery, Kendall Harvey, A Better Life 2 Embrace

African American Chamber...continued from page 5

ORLANDO SANFORD, FLORIDA

FT. MYERS / PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA

ST. PETE / CLEARWATER, FLORIDA

PHOENIX / MESA, ARIZONA

TOLEDO

NOW IS THE PERFECT TIME
TO PLAN YOUR NEXT VACATION.

ing Programs are Northwest Ohio Mentoring Program held in partnership with 
Northwest Ohio Hispanic Chamber of Commerce and Women of Toledo and 
the second is the TAACC Tech Program connects with African American en-
trepreneurs and tech professionals. 

“We have been a part of the BGC for four years. We know that women can 
do every thing but we know that women don’t have to do every thing,” shared 
Nina Corder, managing & program director of Women of Toledo.

According to a visual provided during the mixer. The BGC includes Ohio 
Minority Supplier Development Council, Toledo Lucas County Port Author-
ity, LISC Toledo, Economic Community Development Institute, TAACC, 
Women of Toledo, ASSETS Toledo, Northwest Ohio Hispanic Chamber of 
Commerce, Center for Innovative Food Technology, University of Toledo Mi-
nority Business Development Center, Toledo Regional Chamber of Commerce 
and Toledo Lucas County Public Library. The BGC works as a collective to 
address the individualized needs of a small business owner.

One resource that was highlighted, Toledo Ramp, is a one-site resource to 
%���	���%����
����
����!#���	������������������
������
�%����
�����	��

!�����
knowledgeable experts. For additional information about Toledo Ramp, visit 
https://tolramp.biz/. For additional information about TAACC visit their Face-
book page or email info@toledoaacc.org 

Nina Corder, Women of Toledo; Montalena Allen, TAAC; Monique Ward, 
TAACC; Courtney Howard, Relax and Enjoy Therapy; Carla Thomas, CYTImages
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EMPOWER. INFLUENCE. ENCOURAGE.

FATHERHOOD
CONNECTION

CALL (419) 841-7701 
BECOME YOUR CHILD’S HERO.

Parenting Classes

Create Economic Stability

Employment Assistance

For more information on Zepf Center please visit www.zepfcenter.org

Gift Card Incentive provided 
for participation

information on the upper level of the meeting place.

After the brunch, the program opened with Brown’s address, fol-
lowed by a fashion show organized by ReAnna Stevenson, a stylist 
and owner/operator of ReStylz. Stevenson and her models offered a 
glimpse of a half dozen outfits for the guest to enjoy.

The followed speeches by Mohamed Awad, owner of Innomark 
Group and Wayne Whitmore, entrepreneur. Awad spoke on the subject 
of marketing and Whitmore on the topic of sales.

The keynote speakers for the afternoon were Todd Simon of Legacy 
Home Loans and Sandy Spang, City of Toledo Deputy Director for 
Economic Development. Spang brought a message of the numerous 
types of services the city offers for small business owners

Spang was also the recipient of the Legacy Award while Chef Gas-
ton was honored with the 2023 Community Leadership Award.

Perryman... continued from page 3 The highlight of the afternoon was the naming of the 2023 Who’s 
Who of Toledo Award Winner. This year’s nominees were Kathryn 
Tucker, senior vice president, regional manager at PNC; Doug Keet-
ion, master stylist and co-owner of Studio-3 2 Nine Salon Suites and 
Spa and Zia Cooke, a graduate of Rogers High School and currently 
a star on the University of South Carolina Woman’s Basketball Team, 
the defending NCAA champions and undefeated so far this year.

This year’s honoree was Cooke. She was unable to attend and accept 
her award in person but she sent a video and a relative accepted the 
award for her.

The afternoon concluded with a Vision Board/Network Social Hour.

ReAnna Stevenson (center) and her models

Carla Thomas and Monique Ward

De’Lisa Moore of Frogtown Financial

Doug Keetion, Sandy 
Spang, Brian Byrd DJ Knots
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A Mental Health Moment

Attachment Styles  
By Bernadette Joy Graham, MA, LPCC, Licensed Mental Health Therapist

The Truth Contributor

From the womb to the tomb is a quote that can 
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Bernadette Graham is a Licensed Professional Mental Health Coun-
������� 	
�� ���
����� ������ ��������� �����	���
�� ���� ��� 	���� 	� ���
�����

Clinical Hypnotherapist assisting with weight loss, smoking and other 
���	�������	
������������������	��������	�����
�	
���	�	�����
	��

�!
gmail.com  For appointment information please call 419.409.4929 
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Toledo City Council 
Funds $50k Program 
to Train, Accredit, and 
Promote LGBTQ+
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.
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Fuel for the Future
By Patrice Powers-Barker, OSU Extension, Lucas County 

The Truth Contributor

“Fuel for the Future.” is the theme of National Nutrition Month. It’s the time 
when we are encouraged to learn about making informed food choices and 
developing healthful eating and physical activity habits. This year’s theme in-
cludes eating with sustainability in mind to nourish ourselves during every 
phase of life and protect the environment. 

This article will share nutrition tips as well as list some free classes that will 
be offered in Lucas County this springtime and early summer. 

Eat well and save money. This recommendation takes a little bit of think-
ing ahead. We all know that we have to eat but if we wait until we’re hungry 
to make those decisions, it could cost us more than if we plan some meals 
and snacks. Stock up on easy, healthy, portable snacks to have on hand. Use a 
grocery list when purchasing food. Learn about community resources such as 
SNAP, WIC and local food banks. 

Although you might not need additional support, there are many people in 
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	#�>@@�
is a good place to ask questions and get the best resources for each individual 
situation. If you have questions about SNAP-Ed or EFNEP (Expanded Food 
and Nutrition Education Program) classes in Lucas County, check out lucas.
osu.edu

The “Fuel for the Future” theme highlights eating with the environment in 
mind.  Buy foods in season and shop locally when possible. Purchase foods 
with minimal packaging and bring your own bags to the store or farmers’ mar-
ket. Enjoy more plant-based meals and snacks. Start a container or backyard 
garden or join a community garden to grow food close to home. OSU Exten-
sion, Lucas County is offering a series of free classes called “From Plant to 
Q���
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From Plant to Plate features information on easy-to-grow, economical, and 
edible plants for the gardener, no matter the space – containers, raised beds, 
or in the ground. From Plant to Plate is a series of different classes – you can 
attend one lesson or all four. Each class will be digging into different seasonal 
topics, but all will be connected to gardening and how to make simple recipes 
with the produce that you have grown. 
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IV (lucas.osu.edu) 

Use the expertise of a Registered Dietitian Nutritionist (RDN). RDN’s are 
trained to help with choices in different situations. For instance, nutrient needs 
��"������
����
��O
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��������	�������
such as diabetes or heart disease as well as many others. Just as we use doc-
tors and health care professionals for testing, diagnosis, and recommendations, 
they can also refer to an RDN as part of the healthcare team. As good as it is to 
keep updated with general healthy eating recommendations, an RDN can share 
personalized nutrition information to meet your health goals.

Eat a variety of foods from all food groups. There is not one single “right” 
diet. Avoid fad diets that promote unnecessary restrictions. Eat foods in vari-
ous forms including fresh, frozen, canned and dried. Enjoy your favorite cul-
tural foods and traditions. Practice gratitude for your body by giving it the fuel 
it needs.

Make tasty foods at home. Learn cooking and meal preparation skills. Try 
�
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ing them. Think about making easy dishes such as sandwiches, soups, or sal-
ads. Create happy memories by eating with friends and family when possible. 

One concept that has been mentioned is Mindful Eating. As noted above, 

you are encouraged to practice gratitude – gratitude for your body as well as 
gratitude for the food that gives it fuel. The act of enjoying a meal either alone 
or by creating memories with loved ones can all be parts of mindful eating. If 
you would like to learn more about mindfulness in general, the same Introduc-
tion to Mindfulness class is going to be offered at local Toledo Lucas County 
Q�%������%����
�����������
���/
	�
�	�"#�(��
�@`#�@?�@@��#�����
�����%���"#�
/
	�
�	�"#�(��"�@>#�L_J?�{_J?��#������
������%���"#�V�
�	�"#�(��"�@j#�L_J?�
{_J?��#����������	���%���"#���	�V����	�"#�6������J#�L_J?�{_J?��#���������
Road Library 

Cheers to fueling your future with healthy choices! Information from www.
eatright.org 

Fast Facts to Stay 
Healthy This Flu Season
Special to The Truth
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is a potentially serious and highly contagious respiratory illness.

This winter, a new American Lung Association campaign funded by CLS 
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ties are at higher risk of severe illness and complications, such as those living 
with chronic medical conditions including chronic lung disease, heart disease 
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talizations were among adults with at least one underlying medical condition. 
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among adults with chronic lung disease. People from certain racial and ethnic 
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the country. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention estimates that 
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the very best way to protect yourself, your loved ones, and your community is 
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vaccination. Flu vaccination is especially important for people with chronic 
lung disease and other chronic health conditions. Speak with your healthcare 
���O�	
������
�������
��%������
�
�*����	��������O�����������

¦�/�
�������	����

���	�����}����"���	���
�����!#������"����	�����������������
possible for diagnosis and treatment -- especially if you’re at high risk for com-
plications. You should also consult your doctor if you have complications such 
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after other symptoms go away.
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good health habits and get your annual vaccination as early as possible.
Courtesy StatePoint



��������	
��
�
��
	��

The Lucas County Regional Board of Health welcomed two new mem-
bers during the February meeting, Cheryl Crowder and Sonia Flunder-
McNair. 

Cheryl Crowder, RN, BSN, currently serves as the Director of Social 
Determinants of Health Clinical Applications at ProMedica. Cheryl also 
spent a significant amount of time in obstetrical Nursing, education, 
supervision, in addition to diversity and inclusion. 

Sonia Flunder-McNair, an urban farmer, is the founder and CEO of 
Urban Wholistics, a non-profit aiming to beautify and enrich neighbor-
hoods. Furthermore, Sonia’s organization hopes to plant gardens in city 
lots and teach youth the joys of growing fruits and vegetables. Cheryl Crowder

... continued on page 13
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Board of Health Announces New Board 
Members 

Sonia Flunder-McNair

Mercy Health’s Mobile Mammography Van 
visits area locations

As Mercy Health continues to evolve to better meet the needs of our pa-
��
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��������������%��
�
mammography unit has visits scheduled throughout the region.

The mobile mammography unit is customized for patient convenience and 
will deliver 3D mammograms to women age 40 and older. It is equipped with 
the newest 3D technology and offers patients the option of self-compression, 
meaning the patient will have the ability to control the compression once 
they are in position.

The unit will make access to mammography services easier as well as in-
crease capacity. It will offer safe and easy screenings at convenient locations 
throughout the 21 counties in northwest Ohio and early diagnosis of breast 
cancer has proven better outcomes.

Crowder and 
Flunder-McNair 
were appointed 
by the city of To-
ledo to fill the va-
cancies for Rich-
ard Fernandez 
and Jared Wilson, 
and will serve the 
remainder of their 
terms. 

Wednesday, March 1
Mercy Health - Point Shoreland 

Family Medicine
2755 Shoreland Avenue, Toledo, 

OH 43611

Thursday, March 2
Mercy Health – Perrysburg Pri-

mary Care & Walk-in
1103 Village Square, Perrysburg, 

Ohio 43551

Friday, March 3
V�����W�������"��
�����W
��
�
@J``�/
���=
�
���6O
��
#�V����#�

Ohio 44883

Monday, March 6
Progressive Wellness Medical Of-

��
�7���	���
7640 West Sylvania Avenue, Syl-

vania, Ohio 43560

Wednesday, March 8
Old West End Community Health 

Center
2244 Collingwood Boulevard, To-

ledo, Ohio 43620

Thursday, March 9
Swanton Primary Care
22 Turtle Creek Drive, Swanton, 

Ohio 43558

Friday, March 10
Jefferson Family Medicine
2200 Jefferson Avenue, Toledo, 

Ohio 43604

Monday, March 13
Progressive Wellness Medical Of-

��
�7���	���
7640 West Sylvania Avenue, Syl-

vania, Ohio 43560

Tuesday, March 14
Franklin Medical Center

2213 Franklin Avenue, Toledo, 
Ohio 43620

Thursday, March 16
Mercy Health – Perrysburg Prima-

ry Care & Walk-in
1103 Village Square, Perrysburg, 

Ohio 43551

Friday, March 17
Mercy Health - Waterville Primary 

Care
1222 Pray Boulevard, Waterville, 

OH 43566

Monday, March 20
Progressive Wellness Medical Of-

��
�7���	���
7640 West Sylvania Avenue, Syl-

vania, Ohio 43560

Tuesday, March 21
Bryan Community Health Center
228 South Main Street, Bryan, 

Ohio 43506

Wednesday, March 22
Mercy Health – Starbright Primary 

Care
28555 Starbright Boulevard, Per-

rysburg, OH 43551

Thursday, March 23
Mercy Health – Swanton Primary 

Care
22 Turtle Creek Drive, Swanton, 

Ohio 43558

Friday, March 24
Oak Street Health – Toledo North-

side Clinic
553 East Manhattan Boulevard, To-

ledo, Ohio 43608

Monday, March 27
Progressive Wellness Medical Of-
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c.2023
Nancy Paulsen Books

$16.99
138 pages

Mercy Health... continued from page 12
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Hands by Torrey Maldonado
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

Hey, pick that up, would you?
You don’t want to leave a mess; that’s 

just rude and disrespectful. Get your hands 
dirty, clean up after yourself, pick up your 
things and put them away. Those are lessons 
you learned almost as soon as you could 
���!��Q���"�������������#����!����"��������#�
and in the new book Hands by Torrey Maldonado, make an impact.

At 12 years old, Trev carries a lot on his shoulders.
Ever since his stepfather was jailed for hitting Trev’s mother, Trev’s been 

the man of the house and he feels responsible for protecting his older sis-
ters and his mother, who “shielded” him from the family’s problems. The 
other thing Trev carries is a lot of anger.

He used to think highly of his stepfather but after that one night? Not 
anymore. He hates now when people say he looks like that guy because 
V�
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�!����������
his father would’ve never hit his mother.

The posters in his bedroom give Trev an idea. He could be like Creed. Like 
Tyson. Like Ali or Mayweather, so he and his best friend, P, start working out 
near their home before they take things to a gymnasium where some of the 
guys in the neighborhood practice boxing. When they ask to train with a guy 
who seems to know what he’s doing, Trev and P are told “no.” 

Turns out the trainer knew Trev’s uncle way back, and Uncle Lou made 
his friends promise not to let Trev do anything dumb. 

Stay in school, the trainer said. Do good.
And there’s that word, “promise.” Trev’s teacher says he’s got some. His 

mother knows he has it, too, People tell him that they promise him this or 
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ing anywhere, spinning in place until the right kind of promise comes along...

Many hands, they say, makes light work. Give someone a hand and they 
appreciate your support or your help. In this Hands, though, despite a 

somewhat misleading cover, your youngster will learn about the impor-
tance of family – not just the one you get at birth but also the one that gets 
created along the way.

But that’s not all: the subtler, softer lesson for your boy is one of self-
control, a message that author Torrey Maldonado doesn’t make much fuss 
about. It’s just part of the story, a small part that, in retrospect, feels like a 
heartbeat. The lesson’s there but, absent all preachiness or ill-placed nag-
ging, it’s possible that your young reader might learn about self-discipline 
and misplaced responsibility without any awareness that he’s done so. That 
makes this an easy book for a parent to say yes to, and for a kid to enjoy.

There’s absolutely no reason that a pugilistic girl can’t read Hands, but 
it’s really meant for boys ages none-to-14. If yours wants a good, decent 
story then, yeah, pick this up.
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�7���	���
7640 West Sylvania Avenue, Sylvania, Ohio 43560

Wednesday, March 29
Mercy Health – Starbright Primary Care
28555 Starbright Boulevard, Perrysburg, OH 43551

Friday, March 31
Mercy Health – St. Vincent Medical Center, Heart & Vascular Institute
2222 Cherry Street, Toledo, Ohio 43608

Please note, while mammogram screenings may be covered by insurance, 
for best coverage, please verify if Mercy Health – St. Charles Hospital is an 
in-network provider with your insurance carrier. If you are uninsured or un-
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programs available to help you. If eligible, you may qualify for a no-cost mam-
mogram. Call 419-696-5839 for more information.

Screenings at the Mercy Health Mobile Mammography unit are by appointment 
only - call 833-MAMM- VAN to schedule your screening on the mobile unit.

To view the full list of dates and locations, visit mercy.com/
toledomobilemamm<https://www.mercy.com/news-events/events?UseUserL
ocation=true&Location=43608&CategoryName=Mammography+Screenings
&IntervalInDays=90>

Talk with your doctor about when you should have a screening mammo-
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ance carriers.
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mean a second chance, we double-check all mammograms with a computer-
aided detection system that detects more breast cancer than mammography 
alone. You and your physician receive a copy of the results.
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Why Dr. King Would 
Not Be Happy On His 
Day
By Dr. Margorie Holt

January 16, 2023

• He would not be able to recognize progress that he worked so hard 
for and to look at the missteps that have set AA back and not forward 
would be demoralizing to him, IJS

• He would not respond to the violence with means and measures that 
are ineffective because people do not prepare and plan for strategies 
that will work with preventive approaches and futuristic methods. that 
the engagement being seen appears to only lead to documented dismay, 
apathy, and failure (#Violence Stats)

• He would ask “what do you seek to do to a people who have contrib-
uted to a society that has only benefitted from their gifts, talents, and 
resources and equity is absent from their daily existence”? i.e. NBA, 
NFL, NCAA, Reality shows, etc.

• He would remind America of the promises that have been made 
but not kept regarding Freedom for his people who are obviously still 
judged by the color of their skin and not the content of their character. 
i.e. police brutality at an all time high

• He would ask what happened to the Republican Party who seeks to 
be committed to an individual and not the people who elected them

• He would ask the Democrats: do you not understand that Leadership 
Matters and you are minimizing your responsibility by the division that 
separates you, not unify you. That your time in office was for differ-
ences to make a difference in the quality of lives for the people who en-
trusted that you would make a difference in their quality of life; Suit up 
and gain steps that will take you to the right place and not just a place. 
Time is not on your side

• He would seek to engage all people in a movement that solidifies 
equality and not one that seeks to take it away, especially as it relates to 
people of color, the voting rights act, and those programs that are and 
have been directly impactful in marginalized and at-risk communities, 
especially the Black and Brown people of this nation

• He would not be excited about the change in moral behaviors that 
seem to occupy the minds of the YOUNG, GIFTED, AND BLACK, 
those who have been encapsulated with contracts that make their bank 
accounts hefty but snatches their integrity

Seeking Nominations 
for the Inaugural
of the Women’s
Entrepreneurial
Distinction Ovation 

The Women’s Business Council (WBC) is seeking nominations. The 
Women’s Entrepreneurial Distinction Ovation Award (WEDO Award) 
commences this Spring in May, in conjunction with National Small Busi-
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Legend, Second Act, Trailblazer, and Thriver. 

The award criteria are that you are women that owned at least 50 per-
cent of the business in this Northwest Ohio’s counties, Allen, Crawford, 
)
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Sandusky, Seneca, Ottawa, Van Wert, Williams, Wood, Wyandot. WE-DO 
Award panel of judges includes a United Nations representative of the In-
ternational Alliance of Women, a business owner of prestige national mar-
keting consulting and branding agency, a DEI Director, a Business Incuba-
tor Manager, and a community leader. You can read more about our judges 
here https://www.nwowbc.com/judges 

In January, the Northwest Ohio Women’s Business Council (WBC) an-
nounced its inaugural program to promote, support, and celebrate wom-
en’s entrepreneurship in our community. Through these awards, we hope 
to achieve these three goals – 1) recognize excellence, 2) provide a better 
narrative on the identity and storytelling of diverse women-owned busi-
nesses within our ecosystem, and 3) increase visibility and opportunity to 
close the area’s economic inequality (network gap). It is WBC’s mission to 
recognize a diverse group of female entrepreneurs whose women-owned 
businesses have succeeded and contributed to our community’s economic 
well-being. 

With a vision that every Entrepreneur has an equitable opportunity and 
access to develop, launch, and grow a business that creates wealth for them-
selves, their families, and/or their community; one of the ways for improve-
ment is to develop an award and/or recognition of excellence for diverse 
entrepreneurs and ecosystem leaders. For our Media Partner, we welcome 
your support with media coverage to create awareness of the WEDO Award 
program and a call for applications. https://www.nwowbc.com.

Established in 2014, Inclusive for Women Inc. - Women of Toledo (WOT) 
������?@�J����������������*�������
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that advocates for diversity and inclusion with a focus on economic em-
powerment. The organization offers programs and services that help tackle 
issues critical to women’s economic advancement and interrupt various bi-
ases in the workplace, marketplace, community, and family. We have a re-
markably diverse group of women leaders committed to bringing together 
youth and women to learn from and support each other. For more informa-
tion on WOT and other initiatives, please visit www.womenoftoledo.org

Sunday, March 12

Indiana Avenue Missionary Baptist Church

The Pastoral Installation of Rev. Williams Foster, Sr.

10:30 AM Morning Service Guest Speaker: Rev. James 
Morgan, Jr., New Zion MBC, West Memphis, AR

3:00 PM Afternoon Service Guest Speaker: Rev. Lonnie 
Anderson, Jr., Mt. Pisgah MBC, Kokomo, IN

Page 14 March 1, 2023
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CLASSIFIEDS   
POSITION AVAILABLE

ACCOUNTANT
Advocates for Basic Legal Equality, Inc. (ABLE), a non-profit law 
firm that provides free, high-quality civil legal assistance to peo-
ple living in poverty, seeks an Accountant to provide services for 
ABLE and its partner, Legal Aid of Western Ohio, Inc. (LAWO). 
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ABLE is an Equal Opportunity Employer and places a high value on 
diversity in our workplace, including diversity in race, ethnicity, gen-
der, sexual orientation, age, and physical ability. Applicants requiring 
accommodation for the interview/application process should contact 
the Recruitment Coordinator at ablejobs@freelawyers.org.

INVITATION AND INSTRUCTION TO 
INTERESTED LEGAL FIRMS

Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority (TAR�
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Sophie Giviyan
Toledo Area Regional Transit Authority

1127 W. Central Avenue
P.O Box 792

Toledo 43697-0792
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  PUBLIC NOTICE 
2023-2024 ONE-YEAR ACTION PLAN 

To all interested agencies, groups, and persons: 

The City of Toledo is seeking comments on its Draft July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2024 One-Year Action Plan to be submitted to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) on or before May 17, 2023.  The One-Year Action Plan is based on the HUD-
approved Five-Year 2020-2024 Consolidated Plan submitted by the City of Toledo for housing, community, and economic 
development. 

The One-Year Action Plan includes a description of the federal funds anticipated to be received, as well as other resources expected to 
be available within the City of Toledo during the 2023-2024 program year.  The Action Plan provides a description of the activities to 
be undertaken when using these resources and the expected results of those activities. Also, the Action Plan depicts a geographic 
distribution of assistance including Neighborhood Revitalization Strategy Areas (NRSAs), special needs activities, general and public 
housing actions, and activities specific to the 2023 49th Year Community Development Block Grant (CDBG), 37th Year Emergency 
Solutions Grant (ESG), 32nd Year HOME Investment Partnerships Program (HOME), the Neighborhood Stabilization Programs (NSP) 
(if applicable), and the 2020 Lead-Based Paint and Healthy Homes Grant.  In addition, the Plan will contain HUD-required 
certifications, as well as a summary of the community input received at the public hearings regarding the Action Plan.   

The Draft One-Year Action Plan will be available for review beginning Wednesday, March 22, 2023, on the website of the following 
entities: 
  
Department of Housing and Community Development Lucas Metropolitan Housing 
One Government Center, 18th Floor 424 Jackson Street 
Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets Toledo, Ohio 43604 
website: https://toledo.oh.gov/departments/housing-community-development website: www.lucasmha.org  
             
Office of the Mayor Toledo Lucas County Homelessness Board 
One Government Center, 22nd Floor 1220 Madison Avenue 
Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets Toledo, Ohio 43604 
website: https://toledo.oh.gov/government/mayor website: www.endinghomelessnesstoledo.org  

Clerk of Council Toledo-Lucas County Public Library 
One Government Center, 21st Floor 325 Michigan Street 
Downtown Toledo, Jackson & Erie Streets Toledo, Ohio 43604 
website: https://toledo.oh.gov/government/city-council/ website: www.toledolibrary.org  

The Fair Housing Center Lucas Co. Board of Developmental Disabilities 
326 N. Erie Street 1154 Larc Lane 
Toledo, Ohio 43604 Toledo, Ohio 43614 
website: www.toledofhc.org website: www.lucasdd.info  

Public Hearings on the Draft One-Year Action Plan are scheduled as follows: 

Thursday, March 23, 2023, 5:30 p.m. by Virtual Hearing: 
 Virtual Link:  https://toledo-oh-gov.zoom.us/j/85826018584  

Passcode: 530143 
 Or one tap mobile:  
        US: +1408-961-3927,,85826018584#,,,,*530143#  or 1855-758-1310,,85826018584#,,,,*530143# (Toll Free) 

Or Telephone: 
         Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
            US: +1 408-961-3927 or 1 855-758-1310 (Toll Free) 

Webinar ID: 858 2601 8584 
Passcode: 530143 

     International numbers available: https://toledo-oh-gov.zoom.us/u/kcb6CLkrBi 

 Thursday, March 30, 2023, 5:30 p.m. by Virtual Hearing: 
 Virtual Link:  https://toledo-oh-gov.zoom.us/j/82912448121     

Passcode: 844885 
 Or one tap mobile:  
        US: +1408-961-3927,,82912448121#,,,,*844885#  or 1855-758-1310,,82912448121#,,,,*844885# (Toll Free) 

Or Telephone: 
        Dial (for higher quality, dial a number based on your current location): 
            US: +1 408-961-3927 or 1 855-758-1310 (Toll Free) 
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True Vine Missionary Baptist Church
Welcomes New Pastor
By Tricia Hall

The Truth Reporter

True Vine Missionary Baptist Church, located on Russell Street, held the 
worship and installation service of Rev. Wilbur Lewis, Sr, the new pastor, 
on Sunday, February 19, 2023.

The full-day celebration began with Sunday School at 9:30 a.m., morning 
service at 10:45 a.m. and evening service at 4:00 p.m.

The morning service opened with spiritual devotion led by the church 
deacons, responsive reading inspired by scripture, and inspired selections 
from Voices of True Vine. 

Jamila Scott Coleman of True Vine, introduced the morning guest preach-
er, Rev. Benny Henry, the pastor of Mt. Olive Baptist Church in Milport, 
Alabama. The evening worship and installation service began with a praise 
and worship devotion, and also musical selections from Voices of True 
Vine and Bethlehem Baptist Church. 

Coleman introduced the evening service guest preacher, Rev. Derek Ar-
nold, DMin, the pastor of Bethlehem Baptist Church in Toledo. Rev. Arnold 
also facilitated the installation service and presentation of gifts. Deaconess 
Baker served as the mistress of ceremonies and the service concluded with 
remarks and benediction from the newly installed pastor of True Vine Mis-
sionary Baptist Church, Rev. Lewis.

In speaking about Rev. Lewis prior to the installation, Rev. Arnold shared 
words of encouragement with the congregation and guests in attendance.

“Rev. Lewis comes from good stock. His mother and his father were 
good people. Plus Rev. Lewis is born again. I expect nothing less from him, 
because he is born again.”

Rev. Lewis was baptized and joined Toledo’s Bethlehem Baptist Church 
at the age of nine, and while attending Bethlehem, he received the call 

to preach under the 
leadership of Rev. 
Fred Blanton. Rev. 
Lewis’ trial sermon 
was in October 1989, 
he preached from the 
Biblical scripture of 1 
King 18:21. He later 
earned a major in Pas-
toral Care and minor 
in Christian Education 
from Selma University 
under the Theology 
program.

“We’re excited to 
start an outreach pro-
gram for the commu-
nity. It will serve as a 
safe space for activ-
ity, study and mentor-
ing by trusted adults,” 
shared Rev. Lewis.

True Vine Mission-
ary Baptist Church is 
located at 739 Russell 
Street in Toledo, Ohio 
near Stickney Ave. 
Sunday school tradi-
tionally begins at 9:30 
a.m. and morning wor-
ship at 10:45 a.m. For 
additional information 
contact the church at 
419-726-8148.

Devotion Service

Pastor Lewis with Deaconesses

Rev. Wilbur Lewis and 
wife Ingrid Lewis

Rev. Lewis and Trustees

Rev. Clarence Gardner, Rev. Benny Henry, Rev.
Wilbur Lewis and Rev. Derek Arnold

Rev. Lewis with Deacons

Page 16 March 1, 2023

Open  for caring
OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative  
health and wellness  
to management of 
chronic conditions,  
we are open to care  
for our community.

Dr. Basil Akponunu
Internal Medicine Physician

utmc.utoledo.edu
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