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State Rep. Michele Grim

... continued on page 12

Subduing an Oppressive Burden
By Rev. Donald L. Perryman, Ph.D.

The Truth Contributor

The burden of poverty isn’t that you don’t always have the things you need, it’s the feeling of 
being embarrassed every day of your life, and you’d do anything to lift that burden. 
                             –  Jay-Z  

Collection agencies hold $140 billion in unpaid medical bills, according 
to recent research by the Journal of the American Medical Association. The 
massive debt is punishing the bottom line of medical providers, who are 
stepping up efforts to collect the indebtedness through draconian legal action 
or wage garnishments. 

Medical debt is an oppressive burden for those who incur it not because of 
frivolous spending decisions but because of necessary health-related emer-
gencies such as heart attacks, illness or surgery.

 Medical obligations are also larger and more tyrannical in Black and His-
panic households. Once medical providers report the debt to a credit report-
ing agency, it is factored into an individual’s credit score. Without relief, 
medical debt can hurl those without the means to pay or living paycheck to 
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address outstanding medical debt. 

State Representative Michele Grim proposed a medical debt relief model 
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for the Ohio Legislature. In November, Toledo City Council and the Lucas 
County commissioners approved $1.6 million in American Rescue Plan Act 
funds to help relieve the crippling burden of paying the medical debt for 
people living in Lucas County.

I spoke with Grim about her initiative and transition from Toledo City 
Council to the Ohio House of Representatives. 

Perryman: Congratulations on your election to the Ohio Legislature to 
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tiative you successfully sponsored while on Toledo City Council. 

Grim:  Yes, absolutely. So back in November, Toledo City Council passed 
$800,000 with a match with the Lucas County Commissioners for a total of 
$1.6 million. That will eliminate between $190-$240 million in medical debt. 
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purchases medical debt from hospital systems, physician groups and other 
healthcare providers. They also go to the secondary market and buy debt for 
pennies on the dollar. Our medical relief plan will cancel debt for people up 
�
	�//	�������	
�	 ���	�
�����	 �����	
�	&
��	���
���	����	�������	 ����	���	
percent of their income. 

 Also, the program is based on which hospitals participate. RIP Medical 
Debt is currently in conversations with a couple of the hospitals in the area. 
So, that’s how it works.

Perryman: How many people in Lucas County should that help? 
Grim: We estimate about 41,000 people.
Perryman: Can you provide the demographics of those being helped?
Grim: We estimate that most people with medical debt in the area are 

people of color or low income. It is something 
like 50 percent. 

Perryman: Where did the medical debt relief 
program originate?

Grim: �
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municipality to use American Rescue Plan dol-
lars to partner with RIP Medical Debt to provide 
medical debt relief. So, that’s how I got the idea. 

I reached out to Cook County, which put me 
in contact with RIP Medical Debt. We started 
working on a plan to introduce it in Toledo. I 

��New & used auto loans    �
��Great rates & terms �

��Convenient payment options �
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Apply online or at a branch.    
Or ask for Glass City financing 
at an area auto dealership. 
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connected them with a couple of the hospitals here, and we devised a plan. 
Cook County passed its initiative in July 2022, and we passed ours in No-
vember.
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thing very simple that local communities can do to help aid in the economic 
recovery of our citizens. Lucas County residents, Toledoans are dealing with 
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our American Rescue Plan dollars than to relieve medical debt. 
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bates addictions, prevents people from putting food on the table, prevents 
them from paying their rent on time and their mortgage or utilities, and hin-
ders people from getting employment. Medical debt is devastating to many 
people. This initiative is a simple intervention to help aid our local citizens’ 
economic recovery.

Perryman: Local implementation seems the best option since medical 
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Grim: We can look into that statewide as well, and I’m hoping to poten-
tially look into it in my new role as a state representative. The ARPA dollars 
have been helpful locally. Since we passed our plan here in Toledo, I’ve 
talked to at least half a dozen other municipalities around the country who 
want to replicate the Toledo model. New Orleans and Pittsburgh are both 
moving forward. The City of Columbus introduced it last year.

Perryman: The City of Toledo has already allocated all of its ARPA dol-
lars. Are there other more critical needs or priorities that will get bumped?

Grim: Nothing is getting bumped. The initiative is less than one half of 
one percent of the ARPA funds. The debt relief package was actually from 
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money. I had the administration’s blessing to pull it out of that bucket be-
�����	
�	&��	�	����	>@E	�
��

�	�
�	
�	�
���	�
�	�	=�;
���	�����
��	�����	
But again, we have a one to 100 return on investment for medical debt relief. 
Nothing is getting cut or left behind. All of our ARPA projects are moving 
forward. This is just an additional project that will affect at least 41,000 
people in Toledo and Lucas County. Our $1.6 million will eliminate up to 
$240 million in medical debt. 

Perryman: Many readers may question why you ran for the Ohio Legisla-
ture after accomplishing so much but serving only one year on Toledo City 
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term on city council? I know you will be representing the people of the 43rd 
District, but what about the rest of the City of Toledo, particularly those af-
fected by food deserts?

Grim: I represent a good portion of Toledo, and that’s what I was elected 
to do in the State House. I intend to still be very active in the community, 
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cil, there’s still so much that I want to do for the local community, and that’s 
what I intend to do.

Perryman: Let’s stay on the topic of the Ohio Legislature. Talk about the 
Speaker of the Ohio House of Representatives drama going on that you just 
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Councilman John Hobbs

OP-ED: The Blade Editorial Not Right
Professor Emeritus Earl Murry, Ph.D. 

Guest Editorial

On January 4, 2023, The Toledo Blade Editorial Board published “Edito-
rial: Hobbs choice not right.”

Respectfully, I disagree with the editorial board’s opinion and their admit-
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Ohio Inspector General Randy Meyer reported on July 21, 2021, a former 
head coach for E.L. Bowsher High School girls’ basketball team used time 
he was on the clock as a State Barber Inspector and his state vehicle for 
coaching duties and personal dental appointments costing the state about 
$600.00.” 

Should Mr. Hobbs have driven his state vehicle back to work or his home 
and taken his personal vehicle to each occasion This is like complaining that 
someone stopped at the grocery store (a personal endeavor) on the way home 
from work. 

The Blade wholly ignores that “coaching” is a positive contributing factor 
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cant hallmark of excellence to good overall behavior. And coaching usually 
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ployees have been seen picking up dry cleaning clothes, shopping at grocery 
stores, parked at basketball and football games watching players. How much 
did those workers cost their employer at places not reported and published 
in a newspaper? 
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worker. The Honorable Hobbs was hardly moonlighting as stated by the edi-
torial. Doing paperwork at Bowsher was a safe place. 
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doing or not doing paperwork. Are they moonlighting? At what point does 
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board” for unspoken reasons of its own opposes a member or the African 
American community? 

Yes, the Honorable Hobbs was appointed to Toledo City Council. Obvious-
ly, he was selected because he had been thoroughly investigated and deter-
mined to have honorable character and was considered a suitable candidate 
to be placed onto City Council. Even in his brief time on City Council he has 
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Toledo. 
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present circumstances. The editorial news reporting suggests other reasons 
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There are unknown reasons afoot not reported. Could it be that the Honor-

Hospice of Northwest Ohio 
Hospice of Northwest Ohio served its first patients in 1981 and is 
northwest Ohio’s largest provider of hospice care. A non-profit, 
community-based organization, we are the only local agency 
solely dedicated to caring for the terminally ill. We serve patients 
and their families in their own homes, in nursing homes and at 
our freestanding Hospice Centers. We are Joint Commission 
accredited and Medicare/Medicaid certified. No one is ever 
turned away due to complexity of their care or inability to pay.

Sincera Palliative Care 
Sincera Supportive Care and Symptom Relief was established in 
2008 at the request of community physicians who were seeking 
additional help for their seriously ill patients who were not on 
hospice. A signature service of Hospice of Northwest Ohio, 
Sincera has specialized expertise in managing pain and other 
symptoms associated with serious illness or the side effects of 
treatment to enhance comfort, wellbeing and quality of life.

hospicenwo.org  419-661-4001  |  sinceracare.org  419-931-3440

NATIONAL 

Hospice &  
         Palliative Care MONTH

Trust the experts…

Insist on Hospice of Northwest Ohio.

able Hobbs is African American? Could it be that he is working hard to be a 
good council member for the city and is unappreciated by the present city ad-
ministration? Could it be that the editorial is supporting and bidding for the 
present city administration to reduce African Americans on City Council? 
Could it be that he is not a sycophant? Could it be that the city administration 
and its departments are racist and toxic against African Americans.

C’mon editorial board members, you should give The Blade readers a 
clean-hand editorial opinion. A person with common sense knows the Janu-
ary 4, 2023, editorial release does not reveal the true or factual reasons afoot 
underlying your negative editorial “opinion.”
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Ohio Democratic Party Statement Following 
Mike DeWine’s Signature on One of the Worst 
Anti-Voter Bills in the Country
Special to The Truth

Last week, Ohio Democratic Party (ODP) Chair Elizabeth Walters re-
leased the following statement after Mike DeWine signed a dangerous 
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for voting rights. The bill punishes working Ohioans by putting up un-
necessary barriers to the voting booth and making it harder for working 
families who rely on absentee or early voting to have their voices heard.

“Ohio Republicans know that their out-of-touch agenda and anti-work-
er policies are betraying Ohio voters, and they don’t want to be held 
accountable. So they’re further rigging the rules in their favor and push-
ing one of the worst anti-voter bills in the entire country all so that they 
can keep lining the pockets of their corporate donors and leave working 
families in Ohio out to dry. Shame on all of them,” said Ohio Democratic 

Party Chair Elizabeth Walters.

The bill signed into law would:
* End Ohioans’ ability to use utility bills, government documents and 
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their vote;

* Shorten the window for Ohioans to cast mail-in ballots;
* Allow only one dropbox per county, even after Ohio courts decided 

that the limitation was unnecessary;
* Eliminate in-person voting on the Monday before Election Day;
* Prohibit most curbside voting;
* Disenfranchise military voters.

Kaptur Statement on the 2nd Anniversary of 
January 6th Insurrection on Capitol

Last week, Representative Marcy Kaptur (OH-09), the longest serving 
woman in history of House of Representatives, joined colleagues on the 

Capitol Steps to honor the 2nd anniversa-
ry of the January 6th insurrection on the 
Capitol, and mourn the loss of dedicated 
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lives defending democracy.

“Today is the second anniversary of 
the terrible January 6th, 2021 attack on 
the Capitol by an angry mob intent on 
stopping the transition of Presidential 
power. Democracy prevailed. Let every 
American pay grateful tribute to the of-
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Liebengood and Metropolitan Police 
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U.S. Rep. Marcy Kaptur 

DeFreytag, and Gunther Hashida as well as the hundreds of law enforce-
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Arms staff, regional policing authorities, and National Guard. May God 
bless America and may the wisdom of the Founders that a nation “For 
and by the people” who peaceably choose their leaders always endure.” 
said Rep. Kaptur.
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Toledo Urban and Mercy Health Partner to
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Special to The Truth

Kendra Smith, Tina Butts, Suzette 
Cowell

The cross over to January 1 traditionally signifies not just the start of 
a new year but an ushering in of new goals, new aspirations and new 
opportunities. On the first Friday of this new year, two local Toledo in-
stitutions took center stage as they announced a new opportunity avail-
able to central city Toledo residents. 

On Friday, January 6, 2023, the lobby of Toledo Urban Federal Credit 
Union was filled with an air of hope, opportunity and change as Bon 
Secours Mercy Health and Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union an-
nounced the launch of new partnership that will benefit homeowners in 
Toledo’s inner-city neighborhoods. 

Over the next five years, Bon Secours Mercy Health has pledged a $3 
Million dollar investment in the Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union, the 
monies are a part of Mercy’s Direct Community Investment Program. 

The $3 million investment will support the credit union’s new Neigh-
borhood and Home Revitalization Program, a loan product designed to 
provide community members with a low interest loan for the purposes 
of completing home repairs to their primary residences. The program 
will also work to expand community assistance efforts by providing 
members with access to with vital wrap around services that include a 
financial literacy curriculum and health referrals. 

“This loan program is going to do a lot more than just roof repair,” 
said Suzette R. Cowell, CEO, and treasurer of Toledo Urban Federal 
Credit Union, “This investment is providing loan capital for all the vi-
tal home repairs that homes in our neighborhoods need. Roofs, gut-
ters, foundations, waterproofing, windows, floors, insulation and sid-
ing. Inside and out are going to be able to help homeowners do what is 
needed” she said. 

The Neighborhood and Home Revitalization Program has a target 
goal of 10 homes each quarter with a total goal of 40 homes in its first 
calendar year.  Priority will be giving to those homeowners who qual-
ify for membership at Toledo Urban Federal Credit Union and include 
those in the Cherry Legacy, a neighborhood of focus for Bon Secours 
Mercy Health.  

 “Our central city homeowners often find themselves in a tough posi-
tion if they do not qualify for many of the housing supports available 
in our community. This fund is intended to offer diverse capital to fund 
home repair, while also promoting financial education and financial sta-
bility,” said Kendra Smith, vice president of community health, BSMH. 

“Right now, our community has an unprecedent number of resources 
at our disposal to address housing needs, our goal is to come along-

Program subject to change with or without notice. Other restrictions  
may apply. Please see lender for complete details. Subject to credit approval.
1Actual amount applied at closing.
2Property must be located within one of the following counties: Allen Ohio, Allen Indiana, 
Defiance, Delaware, Franklin, Hancock, Lucas, Madison, Union, Williams, or Wood.
3Borrower income must be below 80% of the area median income, or property must be located 
in a low- to moderate-income census tract, as updated annually by the FFIEC (Federal Financial 
Institutions Examination Council).

DO YOU QUALIFY?
• Purchase of a primary residence located within State Bank’s lending area2

• Must meet borrower or geography low- to moderate-income eligibility requirements3

• A signed purchase agreement must be presented to reserve funds

State Bank CARE Grant funds are limited, so APPLY TODAY.

A Grant up to $1,500 towards your  
Mortgage Closing Costs!1

YourStateBank.com

1900 Monroe Street, Suite 108 
Toledo, OH 43604

419.508.0806

930 W. Market Street
Lima, OH 45805

419.228.3361

Tony Totty and Suzette Cowell

side those programs and resources to ensure that as many residents as 
possible have access to funds that can improve the conditions of their 
homes and raise property values, creating greater stability in Toledo 
neighborhoods.”

Applications for the program are open at Toledo Urban Federal Credit 
Union, 1441 Dorr St, Toledo Ohio 43607.  
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The Case for Hobbs and Williams
The Truth Staff

John Hobbs’s and Vanice Williams’ seats on Toledo City Council, represent-
ing Districts 1 and 4 respectively, are up for appointment because they were 
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Riley and Yvonne Harper were on suspension. 
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ocratic Party is accepting applications for the vacancies, with the appointment 
to be made by council.

The opportunity for the appointments has concerned certain groups in the 
city who fear that council might go in a direction that may not be in the best 
interests of the community served by Hobbs and Williams.
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year, the church leaders praised the efforts of Hobbs and Williams and urged 
council to retain their services.
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expressing the desire to keep the two councilmembers in their positions. The 
letter reads as follows.

Dear Councilman Cherry,
On behalf of Dr. Cedric Brock, president, and Rev. Dr. Lee Williams, 1st vice 
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ject concerns to you and members of Toledo City Council regarding legislative 
representation of Council District #1 and #4.

The purpose of this communication and outcones are of paramount impor-
tance to the faith leaders and elders of the African American community (at 
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cil.

We request an expedited resolution of this impasse by the appointments of 

Councilman Vanice S. Williams and Councilman John Hobbs III to vacant 
�
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Council Districts #1 and #4 represent constituencies of nearly 89.5 thousand 
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Sincerely,
Rev. Dr. Lee Williams, First VP IMA of Toledo; Senior Pastor Search-lite 

Community Church, Maumee
Dr. Cedric Brock, President IMA of Toledo; Senior Pastor Mt. Nebo Baptist 

Church, Toledo
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Peace Coalition Plans Big 
Community Rally for 
January 18
The Truth Staff

On Wednesday, January 18, the Coalition for 
Peaceful Toledo Neighborhoods will hold a me-
morial service for victims of violence here in the 
city. The service will be held at St. George Antio-
chian Orthodox Cathedral and the plans for the 
event were laid out on January 4 at a press con-
ference at the Cathedral.

Clergy, labor leaders, former mayors, along 
with concerned citizens gathered for the press 
conference, along with the mothers and families 
of victims of the violence that has seen a sharp 
increase in the number of homicides in recent 
years.

“There has been a great rise in violence within 
the last decade,” said Cathedral Archpriest Mi-
chael Sheheen as he opened the announcement 
for the upcoming memorial service. “We need 
citizens of this city to pull together.”

Also speaking at the event were Lashawnda 
Kinnebrew, mother of Christopher Kinnebrew, 
who was killed in July 2021; Aviance Hill, moth-
er of Issac Carpenter, who was killed in July 
2022 and Abena Rowland, mother of JoVon Por-
ter, who was killed in March, 2021.

“The detectives need to come together with the 
families,” said Kinnebrew, who noted that Toledo 
Police Department detectives waited four months 
before they reached out to the family. “The detec-

Aviance Hill, mother of a victim of violence, addresses press conference

Dear
Toledoans

Dear Toledoans,

During the past few years, hundreds of Toledo 
area families have lost loved ones to the random 
acts of violence on Toledo streets and Toledo 
neighborhoods

Within days of those acts of violence, the 
good people of Toledo have moved on with 
their lives, yet the families who have lost their 
son or daughter have an empty seat at their din-
ner table.

On Wednesday, January 18 at 4 PM, the Co-
alition for Peaceful Toledo Neighborhoods is 
hosting a memorial service, followed by a warm 
meal for the families who have experienced 
such a loss.

Please join us at St. George Antiochian Cathe-
dral, 3754 Woodley Rd in west Toledo. We will 
convey our caring and love to our fellow Toledo 
families.

Please join us at 5 PM on January 18. There 
are hurts and holes in hundreds of Toledo fami-
�
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Your fellow Toledoans and fellow mayors: 

Carty Finkbeiner, Donna Owens, Michael Bell 
and Senator Paula Hicks-Hudson

tives, they need to help us and we need to help 
them,” she added.

“I hope you never have to experience a holi-
day like we just did,” said Hill. “I hope you 
never have to see a child ripped out of history 
and into eternity – the detectives treated us like 
we killed out own child.”

“I’m the face of those who are here and those 
who aren’t,” said Rowland.

Also speaking at the event were former may-
ors Mike Bell and Donna Owens.

“The reality if that we are killing kids in our 
community,” said Bell. “This is about trying to 
help a community. We need to be able to step 
up.”

“You heard the voices of those who have 
been hurt the most,” said Owens. “We need 
hope in our community.”

The Coalition for Peaceful Toledo Neighbor-
hoods was formed in October and has gathered 
broad support so far for their efforts to address 
the issue of violent crime, including all four 
former mayors. Their mission is to encourage 
community engagement, partnership building 
as they call for a return 
of community policing 
and the Block Watch 
program.

Lashawnda Kinnebrew, mother of a victim of violence,  speaks

Page 7January 11, 2023



��������	
��
�
��
	��

  ... continued on page 9

YWCA Announces 2023 
Milestones Honorees
The Truth Staff

2023 Milestone Honorees

The YWCA of 
Northwest Ohio an-
nounced the 2023 
Milestones honorees 
last week. The honor-
ees will be formally 
presented at the 28th 
annual YWCA Mile-
stones: A Tribute to 
Women on March 30 
at the Glass City Cen-
ter.

Since 1996, the 
YWCA has recog-
nized women in 
northwest Ohio “who 
have demonstrated 
outstanding leader-
ship qualities and 
who, though their ef-
forts and accomplish-
ments, have opened 
doors for other wom-
en to achieve their 
potential,” notes the 
agency’s media kit.

ASPIRING  
MINORITY  

YOUTH  
CONFERENCE

Saturday, Jan. 28
8:30 a.m.

Lancelot Thompson 
Student Union  

Auditorium

REGISTRATION  
IS REQUIRED

utoledo.edu/success/ 
excel/youth.html

Keynote Speaker:
Ruth E. Carter

39TH ANNUAL

Keynote Speaker:
Diana R. Patton

Inviting all  
7th-12th grade  

students, parents  
and community. 

Kendra Smith Tina Butts Erin Baker
Cecelia 

Adams, PhD
Ambrea

Mikolajczyk
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Open  for wellness
OPEN FOR YOU
From preventative  
health and wellness to 
management of chronic 
conditions, we are open  
to care for our community.

Tanya, UTMC primary care 
patient

utmc.utoledo.edu

UTMC 1690 Print_TheTruth_Tanya_5x8.indd   1 4/26/22   1:05 PM

Fred LeFebvre, Sheila Cook and Earl Mack

The Toledo Buffalo Soldiers Celebrate a 
Successful Year of Giving
The Truth Staff

The Toledo Buffalo Soldiers gathered on Sunday nights, January 8, at the 
Hampton Inn on Secor Road to celebrate a successful year of giving to the 
community and to honor those in the community who have made that giving 
possible.

���
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����
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Fred LeFebvre introduced the honorees in attendance and noted the contribu-
tions they had made – from food to funds to supplies – that TBS had donated 
to those in need.

Among the honorees present were Ben Frobose of Frobose Meat Locker, 
who has provided food for families to Aayan Naim, a musician who has 
helped TBS work with youngsters, to Sheila Cook, of MLK Academy for 
Boys, who has assisted TBS with educational projects – to name a few.

Other honorees were Jim Hodulik and Tony Bilancini of Swig Restaurant; 
Fred and Chanel Dedrick of Iron Bean; Brad and Jim Regness of Off The 
Rails Food Trolley; Dean El-Joubeily of The Crave Ave Cave; Jeffrey Clegg 
of Toledo Memorial Park; Marvin Hillery of Ella P. Stewart Academy for 
Girls;Matt Simpson of Durocher’s; Tim Whetro of Whetro Wealth Manage-
ment; Tom Pruss of Northcoast Print Mail Marketing. 

This past year, the Toledo Buffalo Soldiers fed over 300 shut in veterans 
on Veterans Day, provided over $5,000 in scholarships to local students, pre-
sented gun safety programs to numerous grade schools and provided Christ-
mas gifts to over 400 children in the Toledo area.

Following their monthly meeting, the Buffalo Soldiers and their guests 
feasted on a catered meal from O’Henry’s Kitchen On Wheels, a locally-

&���	�

�	�����	���	���	����
������	
�	������
��

�	&���	�
���	
���

There are numerous upcoming projects TBS will be hosting in the next 
several weeks including participating in the MLK Unity Day event at UT 

Savage Arena on January 16; a Young At Heart Luncheon at First Presby-
terian Church on February 9; an Ella P. Stewart Father/Daughter Dance on 
February 16; a Rotary Club of Perrysburg Luncheon on February 24; a Home 
and Garden Show at Seagate Center on February 24.

In addition, TBS will take about 100 children to a performance of The Lion 
King at the Stranahan Theater in April of May.
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What We’re Reading Now
Winter Read!

Do your New Year’s resolutions include reading more? Let the Li-
brary help you resolve to read with our Winter Read challenge from Jan. 
1 – Feb. 28.

Just read at least one book in January and February (two total books!)
* Register for Winter Read and get a pair of one-size-fits most TLCPL 

touch screen gloves for adults and kids (while supplies last.)
* Register and track what you read on the Beanstack Tracker app.
* You can also pick up a paper bookmark tracker in the lobby of any 

Library location or download a bookmark.
* Collect a prize for reading and logging at least two books by Feb. 

28: a free book for kids and teens, and a winter mug for adults.
Better Toledo
Build your leadership skills, challenge yourself to move from the 

couch to a 5K, become more resilient, and more in 2023 with Better 
Toledo: A Series. First and Third Thursdays at Main Library.

Get started here! 
Youth Programs
Keep the kids in your life engaged and entertained with our FREE fun 

programs like storytimes, teen hyper-film challenge, cookie in a jar, and 
more!

Check our calendar! http://events.toledolibrary.org/events?v=grid
50th Annual Caldecott Read-In!
Help us predict a winner! Teachers, librarians, and children’s book 

fans have the chance to read and examine dozens of books and then vote 
to predict the winner of the Caldecott Medal. 

(Sa) Jan. 28 | 9:30 a.m. - 2 p.m. | Main Library
Register Here! http://http//events.toledolibrary.org/event/7085591
For the past 49 years our local Caldecott Read-In has been held in 

January to read and review the best picture books of the previous year. 
At this 50th annual Read-In attendees will receive a list of the best 
books of the year along with librarian reviews of our top ten favorites. 
Box lunch provided. Please call 419.259.5231 if you have dietary re-
strictions.

Free tutoring with Tutor.com
Tutor.com offers online academic tutoring to K-12, intro-level college 

and GED students. No appointment is needed and tutors are available 
noon to midnight, 7 days a week!

Free music through Freegal
Save money through Freegal! 
They’ve revamped their site to offer you a better listening experience 

- stream, download, and enjoy your favorite music for FREE!
What we’re reading:
Visit Toledo Library on Instagram for more book recommendations!
Get more from your TLCPL email! TLCPL has several, specialized 

newsletters that help you stay up-to-date with Library programs - plus 
reading lists to find your next read! Subscribe today!

Start shopping!
Shop for yourself or the book lover in your life from our online store! 

(https://toledolibrary.threadless.com/)
Choose from shirts, kids’ attire, bags, and more!
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YWCA... continued from page 8
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Welcome Home to Sylvan Lakes Apartments!

4 0 4 5  A  L a n g s t o n  P l a c e ,  S y l v a n i a ,  O h i o  4 3 5 6 0
P :  4 1 9 - 8 4 2 - 8 4 8 0   E :  i n v e s t e k m a n a g e m e n t . c o m

Our elegant apartments feature
spacious bedrooms with ample
storage, high ceilings and
breath-taking views! Stop in
today to see our beautifully
landscaped grounds, resort-like
swimming pool and clubhouse
with its fully-equipped fitness
center. Located just west of
King road off of Sylvania Ave.

The 2023 MLK Experience: Tributes to 
the Civil Rights Leader Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr.

The City of Toledo and The University of Toledo announced the 2023 
MLK Experience to honor civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr., who played a crucial role in the civil rights movement in the United 
States.

MLK’s message of nonviolence and his efforts to promote racial 
equality continue to inspire people around the world to work towards 
creating a more just and equal society.

The two organizations hope you will join them in celebrating his life 
and legacy in a series of events in partnership with the University of 
Toledo. The Toledo Museum of Art, Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, and the 
Human Relations Commission will also host a variety of events begin-
ning on January 13th and culminating on January 16th with the Virtual 
MLK Unity Day Celebration.

The MLK Experience will kick off with a weekend of poetry and 
spoken word hosted by Hunter Prey on January 13 in the Lucille’s Jazz 
Lounge. There will be signature cocktails, poetry, spoken word, music, 
food, and networking. Open mic opportunities as well! The doors open 
at 7:00 p.m. and the show begins at 8:00 p.m. The event is open to the 
public. Minimum age is 21. Tickets are $10.00 for non-TolHouse mem-
bers.

On January 14, the Alpha Xi Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. will host the 31st annual Scholarship Breakfast “Daring 
to Achieve: A Call to Challenge Stigmas and the Status Quo” featuring 
guest speaker Brian Dawkins, former NFL football player and Hall of 
Famer, from 9 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. at The Pinnacle located at 1772 Indi-
anwood Cir. Register here –http://axl1906.org/events/mlk-scholarship-
breakfast/ and to find more information.

On January 15, two community worship services will be held to con-
tinue the celebration. Both services can be attended in-person or virtu-
ally.

• St. Paul Missionary Baptist Church at 10:45 a.m.
1502 N Detroit Ave. with Pastor James Willis. Link Viewers may 

watch live or recorded here: https://www.facebook.com/spbc1502/
• Transformation Church at 11:30 a.m
5444 Airport Highway with Pastor Brandon Tucker
Viewers may watch live here: https://transformtoledo.online.church/
Viewers may watch a recorded version here:
https://www.facebook.com/TransformToledo/
On January 16, join the Human Relations Commission and the Uni-

versity of Toledo for the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Unity Day Celebra-
tion which will be held virtually - https://toledo.oh.gov/residents/com-
munity/mlk-day - from 10 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Chuck Ealey, a University 
of Toledo graduate and American and Canadian football player, will 
join his daughter Jael Ealey Richardson in a discussion about what it 
means to “live the dream” to kick off the event. Keynote speaker Bree 
Newsome, an American filmmaker, musician, and activist, will follow. 
They will be joined by Toledo Mayor Wade Kapszukiewicz and Dr. 
Gregory Postal, president of The University of Toledo.

sic Band
· United Vision Choir
· TRIBE
On January 17, the Toledo African American Chamber of Commerce 

is hosting a meet and greet at TolHouse from 6 to 8 p.m. Free, open to 
members and the public. DJ, light appetizers, cash bar.

The Toledo Museum of Art will be open on Monday from 11:00 a.m. 
to 5:00 p.m. for a day-long MLK celebration which will include guest 
speaker Calvin Burney Jr., Superintendent of Rise & Shine Academy, 
motivational speaker and Chair of the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Schol-
arship Breakfast. Guests can watch a screening of the movie SELMA, 
go on a docent tour to learn about African American artwork and enjoy 
special performances by the BGSU Voices Choir.

As part of the MLK Experience this year, the Human Relations Com-
mission is sponsoring a free cookie from Jera’s Heavenly Sweet and a 
free 16oz. cup of coffee from Onyx Café in the Oliver House. Patrons 
can receive their free cookie and coffee while supplies last on Friday, 
January 13th and Saturday, January 14th.
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the YWCA president and CEO, said at the press conference at the Nexus 
Health Care Building, a Neighborhood Health Association facility. 
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They are breaking glass ceilings. In many instances, they’re shattering,” she 
added.

This year’s honorees are: Amy Chang (arts), Ambrea Mikolajczyk (busi-
ness), Mary Sabin (education), Cecelia Adams (government), Lori Hauser 
(sciences), Tina Butts (social services), Kristi Hoffman (volunteerism), Lau-
ren Scott (Women on the Rise-YWCA involvement), Kendra Smith (Women 
on the Rise-community), and Erin Baker (Women on the Rise-community).

Special performanc-
es include:

· Thaddaeus Wash-
ington playing “Lift 
Every Voice” on the 
electric guitar

· African drumming 
by J.P. Dynasty

· The Toledo Opera
· An original spoken 

word piece by Davion 
Desean

· Brandon Monford 
playing the saxo-
phone in front on the 
new Jazz Mural at the 
Glass City Center

·  The My5tery Mu-

Women on the Rise is 
a new category this year 
and recognizes women 
&�
	 ���	 
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ing a leaders in the com-
munity. Scott was hon-
ored for her work with 
the YWCA. Smith and 
Baker were chosen be-
cause of their communi-
��	&
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organization’s mission. 
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Perryman... continued from page 2

Call now!
1-844-334-8627
Dental50Plus.com/Truth

Product not available in all states. Contact us to see the coverage and offer available in your state. Contact us for complete details about this insurance 
solicitation including costs and limitations. This specifi c offer is not available in CO. Call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for a similar offer. In WV: To fi nd a provider 
in the network visit us at https://www.physiciansmutual.com/web/dental/fi nd-dentist. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E); Insurance Policy P150; Rider Kinds B438/
B439. In CA, CO, ID, KY, ME, MD, MA, MI, MO, NV, NJ, NC, ND, VA: Includes Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. Certifi cate C254/B465 (PA: C254PA); 
Insurance Policy P154/B469 (GA: P154GA; OK: P154OK; TN: P154TN).

It doesn’t matter what dentist you see, we can help pay the bill. 
Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company.

Preventive care 
starts right away

No deductible, 
no annual maximum

See any dentist — save more 
if you stay in network

6323

Get your FREE 
Information Kit

DENTAL Insurance
Get help paying big dental bills

walked into. How did that happen? Why did it happen?
Grim: We took a vote as a caucus to vote for the current Speaker. The 

Republicans were in a position where they needed Democrats. So, we voted, 
hoping the new Speaker will work with Democrats to get fair maps, public 
school funding, and ensure we have abortion access here. I know that we’re 

still dealing with conservative Republicans. I’m hoping that, again, the new 
Speaker will ensure that the Democrats have a seat at the table, and we can 
all work together.

Perryman: Are you hoping for favorable committee assignments or to af-
fect state spending to obtain Democratic Party priorities?

Grim: I’m hoping for health committees because that’s my background. 
But, again, I’m looking forward to working with my fellow legislators. I’d 
love to work on expanding Medicaid, increasing funding for federally quali-
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Perryman: All 32 Democratic votes went for Jason Stephens. What’s the 
difference between Stephens and Derek Merrin, who was all set to be Speak-
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not Merrin, who also represents Toledo?

Grim: Stephens seemed more likely to work with Democrats. We deliv-
ered the vote for him, so he seemed more willing to work with us. He’s 
against the backpack bill because he has no private schools in his district. 
Public schools would really hurt in his district and ours if they passed the 
backpack bill. So, that was something that I took into consideration. I think 
he seems very reasonable. 

Perryman: Finally, what advantage do you provide in the State Legisla-
ture rather than on city council? And what does your election mean for the 
people of the Ohio 43rd District?

Grim: I joined the race because we needed strong, effective representation 
in Columbus. I still believe that, and I thought I was the best person for that. 
And as I said before, I intend to stay active locally. 

We recently lost one local Democrat in the legislature. So, my voice in 
Columbus is one with experience in government and working with different 
personalities and other legislators to get things done. That’s what I think I 
bring. 

I’m excited to be working for the constituents of House District 43, bring-
ing resources to the area, and ensuring that we’re thriving here in Toledo and 
Lucas County. I think it’s essential to have that strong representation down 
in Columbus, and I’m looking forward to working for the constituents and 
working for the people.

Contact Rev. Donald Perryman, PhD, at drdlperryman@centerofhopebap-
tist.org

Resolve to Protect Your Finances and Your 
Family in the New Year
Special to The Truth

After a holiday season spent racking up credit card bills, many Americans 
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perfect time to not only reevaluate your saving and spending, but also commit 
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your family.

Consumers are seeking stability and preparedness in today’s uncertain eco-
nomic environment, according to a recent Consumer Sentiment Tracker study 
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of respondents cited protection from risk as being most important to them. 
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consumers navigate through market cycles and protect their loved ones,” said 
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wealth management business. “People are not only concerned about having 
enough to pay their bills, but also saving for retirement and preparing for the 
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those risks, protect assets and create positive outcomes for today’s families.”
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1. Talk about it. Financial conversations play a crucial role. Be transparent 
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on track with everything from saving for retirement to paying for a long-term 

healthcare event, which can happen suddenly and be very costly. Also, con-
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best meet your individual needs, as well as drive better outcomes. Lincoln’s 
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2. Learn more about tax-deferred investments. Life insurance can be more 
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impact of taxes, market volatility and longevity. It’s not just for individuals and 
families either, but businesses too. Also, consider diversifying your portfolio 
with an annuity, which can provide protected growth and monthly lifetime 
income to help cover expenses in retirement and ensure you have a stream of 
income.
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tal coverages like disability, accident and life insurance that may be available 
through your employer. Solutions like these protect against unexpected events 
that can disrupt your ability to provide for your family or drive you into ad-
ditional debt. If you have an employer-sponsored retirement plan, make sure 
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wellness tools offered at work to help provide you with an accurate picture of 
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Visit www.lfg.com for more tools and resources.
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your family.

Courtesy StatePoint
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Charlayne Hunter Gault in 1975

c.2022
Harper
 $27.99

347 pages
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My People: Five Decades of Writing About Black 
Lives by Charlayne Hunter-Gault
By Terri Schlichenmeyer

The Truth Contributor

You try to stay on top of things.

You keep your eyes and ears open for 
news of what’s going on because you 
know that being informed is being fore-
warned. Somebody’s got to watch what 
happens in your state and your city. Somebody needs to keep track of 
the goings-on in your neighborhood. And in the new book My People 
by Charlayne Hunter-Gault, somebody needs to testify.

It was hot that early July day in 1959 when Charlayne Hunter and 
a friend went to the Court House in Atlanta to get their college ap-
plications certified. That day, they hoped to enroll in the University of 
Georgia but, though the papers were all in order, the judge refused to 
sign them, accusing the pair of wanting to cause trouble.

“All this talk made little sense to me,” Hunter-Gault says now. 

She’d been “the only Negro” in schools before, so attending the all-
white University of Georgia didn’t seem like a big deal. Still, they 
weren’t accepted – at least not then but a year-and-a-half later, a fed-
eral judge ordered the university to enroll both Hunter and her friend. 

That’s not the end of this particular story but a degree in journal-
ism is – and so Hunter (later, Hunter-Gault) went to work reporting 

the news at the height of the Civil 
Rights Movement, not long after 
her own activism. 

This book is a collection of some 
of her columns and interviews.

Perhaps because of her own ex-
periences in education, she writes 
of schools, integration, and cur-
riculums. She tells tales of other 
Civil Rights icons, John Lewis, 
the Panthers, Mandela and Tutu, 
The Black Women’s Community 
Development Foundation, Shirley 
Chisolm. She writes about living 
and working in South Africa and in 
Harlem.

Personally, Hunter-Gault writes of her jobs in newspaper and televi-
sion, what a delight it is to find a good vacation spot, and how to talk 
to young people about Trump and today’s current events. And she sings 
the praises of Black newspapers, that “’tell their story.’”

As memoirs go – and this is a kind of memoir – My People is really 
different.

You have to look quite a bit between the lines to get author Charlayne 
Hunter-Gault’s story; it’s here, just not presented in the way you ex-
pect a life story to be. Instead, Hunter-Gault wraps her experiences in-
side the things on which she reported in these columns from the middle 
1960s to just a few years ago. 

What’s interesting is that the columns, despite the age of some of 
them, seem as fresh as if they were written last year. Hunter-Gault’s 
work often focused on reporting issues of racism and inequality and 
the people who fought those things through the years, and yet readers 
will see the modern relevance. Sadly, however, there’s no editorial-
izing or commentary on that; the columns merely stand on their own.

Still, this collection-cum-memoir is a fascinating read, especially for 
someone who’s looking for a unique sort of historical record. For you, 
My People is the thing to put at the top of your to-be-read pile.
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CLASSIFIEDS   

We are looking to fill the following positions within our agency. For de-
tailed information visit our website at:
http://areaofficeonaging.com
    
Aetna Care Manager 
Plan 4 Home Care Manager
Provider Relations Assistant
Provider Relations Specialist
Waiver Service Coordinator
Information & Referral Specialist
OHCW/SRS (IE) Assessor Supervisor
OHCW Care Manager (Toledo and Western Counties)
    
Qualifications: Varies by position and prior experience.  Must pass an 
agency-required drug screen and fingerprint criminal background check. 
����������	
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ability to satisfactorily undergo Motor Vehicle Record checks on at least 
an annual basis.  
Excellent Benefits: Very welcoming, professional, family-friendly work en-
vironment. EOE.
Submit resume to   jobs@areaofficeonaging.com
    
Area Office on Aging
2155 Arlington Ave.
Toledo, Ohio 43609
Attn:  VP of Human Resources

PROGRAM MANAGER - TRIO
TRIO PROGRAMS

Bowling Green State University is a nationally ranked public uni-
versity committed to redefining student success in a high-achiev-
ing, innovative environment. In 2021, Forbes ranked BGSU as the 
No. 3 midsize employer in the United States, highlighting the Uni-
��
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faculty members are engaged in teaching, research and creative 
activities, with over 2,000 full-time staff members to support the 
operations and education of over 20,000 students.

The Upward Bound Program is federally funded TRIO Program that 
provides intensive services to ensure that low income and potential 
first-generation college students complete their respective secondary 
programs and are prepared to pursue a postsecondary education. 
The Program Manager of the Upward Bound Program is responsible 
for providing leadership and supervision to the Program.  The Pro-
gram Manager coordinates the implementation of all aspects of the 
UB Program including the coordination of the academic and summer 
components, budgetary oversight, and the day to day operations as 
related to the goals and objectives of the BGSU federal grant and 
in accordance with the US Department of Education federal policies 
in both the OMB Circular and Edgar. Legislation in the UB program 
requires that all participants meet federal guidelines to be eligible for 
participation in the program. The Program Manager oversees and ap-
proves all applications to the program to ensure their compliance for 
participation with the program.
The Program Manager also works cooperatively with University staff 
and faculty, Toledo Public School administrators and teachers and 
community agencies to ensure that the mission, strategic plan and ob-
jectives of the UB Program are achieved.  The Program Manager also 
cultivate and sustain relationships with target middle and high schools 
and ensure collaborations with other TRIO programs and community 
programs to ensure that successful initiatives are implemented to-
wards student successfully graduating from secondary school and en-
tering college. 

Deadline to apply:  The search committee will review applications until 
the position is filled; however, for best consideration, applications 
should be provided by January 11, 2023.  

Full-time Administrative Staff position available. For a complete job 
description & to apply for this position visit https://bgsu.hiretouch.com/ 
or contact the Office of Human Resources. BGSU. AA/EEO/Disabili-
ties/Veterans. In compliance with the ADA Amendments Act (ADAAA), 
if you have a disability and would like to request an accommodation 
in order to apply for a position with Bowling Green State University, 
please call 419-372-8421.

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
BOND COUNSEL

RFP#22-R011
Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Bond 
Counsel in accordance with RFP#22-R011. Received in accordance 
with law until January 5, 2022 at 3:00 PM ET. For documents:  www.
lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street, Toledo, OH 43604; or 419-259-
9446 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to meet Affirmative Ac-
tion and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as described 
in Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a Section 3 
Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns are encour-
aged to apply.                                                                                

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS
MASONRY & TUCKPOINT SERVICES

RFP#22-R014
Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive proposals for Masonry 
& Tuckpoint Services in accordance with RFP#22-R014. Received 
in accordance with law until January 5, 2022 at 3:00 PM ET. For doc-
uments:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street, Toledo, OH 43604; 
or 419-259-9446 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to meet Af-
firmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as 
described in Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a 
Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns 
are encouraged to apply.                                                                                  

PATHSTONE
Are you 55 or older? Unemployed and looking for part time work?

WE CAN HELP!!

Paid training. You can apply today. 

Call Adetra Butler at 419-392-7279. Questions? Please call
                                                                            

INVITATION FOR BIDS
ADMINISTRATIVE CLEANING SERVICES

IFP#22-B007
Lucas Metropolitan Housing (LMH) will receive bids for Administra-
tive Cleaning Services in accordance with IFB#22-B007. Received 
in accordance with law until January 9, 2022 at 3:00 PM ET. For doc-
uments:  www.lucasmha.org; 424 Jackson Street, Toledo, OH 43604; 
or 419-259-9446 (TRS: Dial 711).  Bidders are required to meet Af-
firmative Action and Equal Employment Opportunity requirements as 
described in Executive Order #11246. This contract opportunity is a 
Section 3 Covered Contract, and any Section 3 Business Concerns 
are encouraged to apply.                                                                                
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Links Cut Ribbon to Clothing Closet at Ella P. 
Stewart
The Truth Staff

Members of the Toledo Chapter of The Links, Inc. hosted a ribbon-
cutting ceremony on Monday, January 9 to open the Links L.O.V.E. 
Hygiene Cabinet and Clothing Closer at Elle P. Stewart Academy for 
Girls.

“This event is part of the Toledo (OH) Chapter of The Links, Incor-
porated

12-month celebration highlighting their charter members and the 
50-year legacy of leadership, service and friendship,” said Links Pres-
ident Erin Baker.

The hygiene closet was installed last year giving Stewart students 
access to personal items donated by club members. The clothing clos-
et, just opened this week, contains dozens of school uniforms in sizes 
for kindergarten to sixth grade students.

According to Baker, the ribbon cutting was in recognition of char-
ter member Marietta Leverette’s “commitment and service” and her 
efforts in the St. Michael’s in the Hill’s Echo Shop that closed in 
2003 after years of providing monetary donations to various service 
agencies, to churches for improvements and to agencies for education 
grants.

L. to R - Nicole Duhart, Beverly Baker, Sheila Eason, Erin Beker, Ebonie Jackson, 
Yolanda Harleston
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